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OBIGIISrAI.    COMMUNICATIONS. 


Art.  L — On  Mineral  Waters.    By  S.  Hanbury  Smech,  M,  D.,  of 
HamiltoD,  0. 

I  HAD  intended  to  have  urged  the  importance  of  these  much 
neglected  portions  of  our  Materia  Medica  on  the  attention  of  the 
profession  in  the  United  States,  several  years  ago,  but  was  mainly 
prevented  so  doing  by  the  announcement  of  Prof.  Bell  in  his 
"Baths  and  the  Watery  Eegimen,"  published  in  1850,  that  he 
expected  shortly  to  publish  a  similar  comprehensive  work  on 
Mineral  Waters.  During  the  present  year.  Prof  Bell  has  put 
forth  a  small  but  valuable  manual  on  the  Mineral  and  Thermal 
Springs  of  the  United  States  and  Canada ;  to  "  be  regarded,''  as 
he  says  in  his  preface,  "  as  an  earnest  of  the  intention  of  the 
author,  and  an  instalment  of  his  accumulated  stores."  At  the 
same  time,  he  gives  such  an  account  of  the  range  of  his  larger 
work,  still  in  progress,  as  to  raise  expectations  and  stimulate  a 
curiosity  I  have  no  doubt  will  *be  fully  realized  and  gratified, 
only  hoping  that  the  enjoyment  will  not  be  too  long  deferred. 
There  are,  however,  some  bearings  of  the  subject  which,  to  judge 
from  his  remarks  in  the  preface  alluded  to.  Prof  Bell  does  not 
intend  to  examine,  and  though  *by  no  means  exclusively,  these 
will  be  especially  treated  of  in  this  and  subsequent  articles. 

VOL.  I.,  NO,  I. — 1. 


2'  ..••/'  Original  Communications.  [Jan. 

^  Whenever  a-  novelty  is  pressed  upon  his  notice,  the  Anglo- 
l^axon  instinctively  pats  the  question,  "  Cui  bono?"  "What  is 
the  use  and  the  value  of  the  thing?"  This  question  I  shall 
endeavor  to  answer  in  the  following  lines.  When  Dr.  Granville 
asked  of  the  illustrious  Hufeland,  how  it  was  that  the  waters  of 
Carlsbad  retained  undiminished,  even  in  our  times,  the  celebrity 
as  curative  agents  they  have  enjoyed  for  centuries,  the  German 
Hippocrates  replied,  **^  It  is  because  they  cure  maladies  resisting 
all  other  therapeutic  means  ;"  a  fact  unquestionable,  and  which 
may  with  equal  truth  be  predicated  of  an  extended  range  of  sim- 
ilar heaven-given  medicines. 

That  there  is  a  large  series  of  chronic  diseases  and  anomalous  dis- 
ordered conditions^  best  cured  by  the  use  of  mineral  waters,  and  a 
smaller  series,  often  incurable  by  any  other  known  means,  is  a  postu- 
late which  will  undoubtedly  be  granted  by  every  practitioner  of 
reputation,  throughout  the  whole  continent  of  Europe.  That, 
moreover,  in  a  another  series  of  cases,  mineral  waters  efficiently  aid 
ordinary  therapeutic  measures,  and  that  in  afovrth,  ffie  effects  produced 
by  their  employment  afford  a  valuable  source  of  diagnosis,  will  be  as 
readily  granted.  The  well  established  facts,  the  long  catalogue 
of  observations  recorded  by  competent  observers,  leave  no  room 
for  dispute  or  cavil  about  the  truth  of  these  propositions.  After 
all,  there  is  nothing  more  wonderful  in  the  curative  powers  of  the 
compound  medicine  called  a  "  mineral  water,''  in  those  cases  in 
which  it  is  specially  indicated,  than  there  is  in  the  admitted  vir- 
tues of  the  time-tested  compounds  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  when  sim- 
ilarly administered.  There  are  cases  in  which  Carlsbad  water  is 
as  much  the  best  medicine  as  sulphate  of  quinine  is  in  others ; 
when  all  our  ordinary  chalybeates  fail,  the  administration  of  the 
same,  or  even  a  smaller  dose  of  iron,  in  some  such  combination  as 
is  aflforded  by  Pynnont,  or  the  Ferdinands-quelle  of  Marienbad, 
shall  gladden  us  with  its  happy  effects.  In  fact,  in  mineral 
waters,  nature  has  presented  us  with  an  extensive  range  of  "  JF^oe- 
parata  et  Oomposita,''  containing  the  same  ingredients  that  we 
are  daily  prescribing,  only  compounded  according  to  formulae  of 
her  own.  They  have  been  successfully  employed  in  curing  dis- 
ease in  all  times  and  countries ;  imposing  structures — temples  of 
Esculapius  and  Hygeia  —  were  reared  hard  by  them;   Pliny, 
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writing  before  the  eommeneeinent  of  the  Christidjx  lera,  lati^hdB 
his  praises  on  the  still  prized  waters  of  Spa ;  the  Engi^sh  dame 
"  of  high  degree,"  while  quaffing  health  in  the  "  pump-room " 
at  Bath,  little  dreams  that  Gaesar^s  legions,  had  taken  the  liberty 
to  resort  to  the  same  spring  for  the  same  purpose,  and  given  it 
the  very  name  which  (Anglicized)  it  now  bears ;  and  the  hot 
springs  of  Baden-Baden  still  cleanse  the  Teutons,  as  of  old  they 
did  the.  soldiers  of  Aurelian.  In  the  lapse  of  ages,  the  revolu- 
tions of  empires,  the  jar  of  civil  wars,  springs  of  rare  virtues 
have  been  lost  for  centuries,  then  re-discovered,  and  again  become 
famous.  As  an  example  of  this  last  occurrence,  may  be  men- 
tioned the  queUe  of  Heilbrunn,  in  Bavaria.  This  spring,  after 
having  long  enjoyed  a  great  reputation,  was,  together  with  the 
monastery;  hard  by,  destroyed  by  the  Huns,  in  986 ;  a  century 
after  was  re-discovered ;  subsequently  rose  into  renown  or  fell 
into  neglect  inajiy  times,  until  again  and  quite  recently  the 
waters  have  attained  a  reputation  as  remarkable  and  as  well 
deserved,  for  the  cure  of  scrofulous  and  cutaneous  diseases,  as 
those  of  Carlsbad  in  calculous  affections,  whether  urinary  or 
biliary. 

That  the  remedies  here  in  question  have  been  comparatively 
so  little  examined  or  employed  systematically  by  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  race  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  admits,  I  think,  of  an 
easy  though  not  short  explanation,  and  as  it  would  consume  too 
much  time  and  occupy  too  much  space  to  discuss  the  matter  in 
full,  suffice  it  to  mention  a  few  suggestive  "  headings,"  such  as, 
national  love  of  a  hasty  cure — no  time  to  doctor — thorough  pur- 
gation— perturbating  remedies — a  good  dose  and  have  done  with 
it — something  we  can  understand — beef  and  porter  require  calo- 
mel and  black  draughts — coffee  and  dyspepsia,  blue  mass  and 
salts — almost  general  ignorance  of  subject — consequent  skepti- 
cism and  credulity — extremes  meet — ^health  sacrificed  to  fashion 
at  American  watering  places  —  ruinous  expense  of  a  season 
at  Saratoga  —  manage  these  things  differently  in  Bohemia, 
etc,  etc.,  etc. 

The  next  point  of  inquiry  will  be,  "  What  constitutes  the  supe- 
riority of  these  agents,  and  what  is  their  modus  operandi?'^  We 
are  as  yet  far  from  being  able  to  answer  these  questions  fuUy; 
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yet  enoagh  is  known  to  point  out  the  direction  whence  the  com- 
plete solution  of  the  problem  may  be  expected.  Every  physician 
ought  to  know  that  the  principal  active  ingredients  in  mineral 
springs  are  those  which  he  daily  prescribes:  as,  salts  of  soda, 
magnesia,  lime,  iron,  and  alumina — more  rarely  magnesia,  zinc, 
arsenic,  iodine,  bromine,  and  sulphur.  These  ingredients  are 
sometimes  present  in  large  comparative  quantities,  sometimes  in 
very  small  ones,  even  in  waters  by  no  means  deficient  in  curative 
energy.  Nevertheless,  that  the  formula  according  to  which  they 
are  combined  has  much  to  do  with  their  operation,  is  proven  by 
the  diflferent  eflfects  which  result  from  the  employment  of  waters 
only  difiPering  from  each  other  in  the  proportion  of  iron  or  some 
sodaic  or  magnesian  salt  present. 

One  ingredient,  however,  as  it  unquestionably  has  the  lion's 
share  in  the  composition,  has  probably,  and  taking  all  circum- 
stances into  consideration,  the  greatest  influence  in  producing  the 
eflFects  observed,  namely,  the  solvent — the  vehicle,  pharmaco- 
logically speaking — water.  Entering  in  so  large  a  proportion 
into  the  composition  of  the  solids,  as  well  as  the  fluids  of  the 
human  body,  constituting  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the  weight  of 
muscle,  upward  of  eighty  of  brain,  and  near  eighty  of  blood, 
large  amounts  are  daily  required,  merely  to  supply  the  waste  and 
keep  the  machinery  in  proper  action.  It  is  a  very  old  axiom, 
that  bodies  do  not  act  upon  each  other  (chemically)  unless  in  a 
state  of  solution ;  and  more  than  all  things  beside  does  water 
deserve  the  name  of  the  universal  solvent.  Neither  animal  nor 
plant  can  appropriate  alimentary  materials,  unless  they  are  in  a 
state  of  solution,  or  of  very  minute  division  suspended  in  fluid. 
No  other  fluid  can  replace  water  in  this,  its  great  function  of 
liquefaction  of  such  materials,  for  nutritious  purposes.  Once 
introduced  into  the  body,  water  continues  to  be  their  solvent 
even  after  they  have  been  further  prepared  by  means  of  vital 
chemistry,  for  the  renovation  of  the  tissues;  and  when  their 
course  is  run — their  part  played  out — and  they  have  become 
refuse — waste — water  again  receives  them,  and  "  conveys  them 
by  a  most  complicated  and  wonderful  system  of  sewerage  alto- 
gether out  of  the  system.^' 

Creatures  of  habit,  men  may  and  do  succeed  either  in  gradually 
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accustoming  themselves  to  the  ingestion  of  too  large  or  too 
small  quantities  of  water,  not  seldom  mixed  with  other  materials 
by  no  means  calculated  to  promote  its  good  offices.  When  taken 
pure  and  in  appropriate  quantities,  at  proper  periods,  water  assists 
digestion  and  absorption,  causing  a  freer  and  more  rapid  circula- 
tion of  the  blood  and  other  fluids,  an  easier  assimilation  of  the 
nutritive  elements,  and  an  accelerated  metamorphosis  of  tissue. 
Upon  the  due  and  normal  performance  of  the  functions  thus 
affected  by  the  injestion  of  water,  depends  a  vigorous  health; 
and  as  a  shortened  supply  of  that  fluid  may  and  does  cause  a 
falling  off  of  activity  to  a  point  below  par,  diseases  or  disordered 
conditions  arise ;  conditions  of  debility,  congestion,  plethora,  etc.; 
and  it  is  just  in  such  very  common  disordered  conditions  and 
their  consequences,  that  a  proper  adviinistration  of  simple  water 
may  prove  palliative,  or  often  curative.  The  well  known  good 
effects  of  a  glass  or  two  of  cold  water  taken  the  first  thing  in  the 
morning,  in  restoring  lost  functional  activity  to  the  stomach  and 
bowels,  is  a  familiar  illustration. 

But  here  has  to  be  taken  into  consideration  the  influence  of  a 
new  therapeutic  element  or  factor — temperature — the  consideration 
of  which  must  however  be  deferred  till  the  appearance  of  the 
next  number  of  this  Journal. 
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Art.  II. — Diseases  of  Richmond,    Wayne  Co.,  Ind,for  the  year 
1855.     By  Jno.  T.  Plummer,  M.  D.,  of  Richmond,  Ind. 

If  the  subjoined  paragraphs  have  no  immediate  value,  I  will 
venture  to  say  that  in  the  course  of  one  hundred  years  (if  they 
survive  that  long),  they  will  be  looked  upon  as  interesting  relics 
of  a  past  age.  The  common-place  occurrences  in  the  streets  of 
ancient  Thebes,  the  every-day  incidents  of  "populous  No," 
would  now,  if  it  was  possible  to  obtain  a  recital  of  them,  or  to 
pass  them  in  review  before  us,  attract  the  attention  of  thousands. 
So,  in  its  degree,  is  the  medical  history  of  any  locality  an  object 
of  interest  to  the  resident  physician  of  an  after  period. 

Richmond  is  situated  about  four  miles  within  the  eastern 
boundary  of  Indiana,  and  sixty-five  miles  north  by  west  from 
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CindnnatL  Its  location  is  near  the  head  waters  of  the  east  fork 
of  Whitewater  river.  The  drainage  of  the  surrounding  countiy 
is  excellent,  and  the  water  courses  furnish  abundant  mill  power. 
The  river  flows  seventy  to  one  hundred  feet  below  the  level  of 
the  town,  through  a  bed  of  blue,  fossiliferous  limestone,  which 
reaches  upward  to  the  first  bench,  on  which  a  small  portion  of  the 
town  is  built.  About  twenty  or  thirty  feet  higher  is  the  second 
bench,  appearing  as  a  plain  one  or  two  miles  in  diameter.  On 
this  plain  nearly  all  of  Richmond  is  situated.  Diverging  from 
this  plain,  there  is  a  gentle  elevation  of  the  earth  on  every  side, 
of  perhaps  thirty  to  two  hundred  feet,  leaving  the  town  in  some- 
thing like  a  saucer-shaped  depression.  The  geological  drift  on 
which  the  town  is  built,  is  composed  of  clay,  sand,  and  gravel. 
In  the  stratum  of  sand  and  gravel  we  obtain  an  excellent  limestone 
water,  clear  as  crystal,  and  of  the  temperature,  if  I  remember 
rightly,  of  fifty-two  degrees.  Our  wells  vary  from  fifteen  to 
twenty-two  feet  in  depth.  On  Marion  street,  which  runs  north 
and  south  nearly  through  the  middle  of  the  city,  and  is  perhaps 
the  lowest  street,  the  water  rises  at  times  so  near  the  surface  as 
to  interfere  with  the  cellars  adjacent,  and  indeed  for  some  dis- 
tance east  of  it.  This  inconvenience,  however,  is  in  a  fair  way 
of  being  entirely  removed  by  a  system  of  drainage  which  was 
commenced  some  years  ago,  after  the  place  was  incorporated  as  a 
city.  Our  streets  are  not  only  extensively  graded,  graveled,  and 
paved,  but  also  planted  with  a  variety  of  shade  trees,  among 
which  are  the  locust  (robinia  pseudacacia),  sycamore  (platanus 
occideiitali%),  catalpa  (catalpa  hignoniodes),  willow  (salix  vitelli- 
na)y  poplar  (popuhis  angulata),  and  tulip  tree  {Uriodendron 
tulipifera). 

Graveled  turnpikes  radiate  in  all  directions  from  the  town  ; 
among  them  is  the  Wayne  County  Turnpike  (originally  the 
National  Road),  which  runs  east  and  west  through  the  county, 
and  is  part  of  a  great  thorough-fare  to  the  West.  Seven 
hundred  wagons  passed  through,  in  the  course  of  six  days,  a 
few  weeks  since.  Parallel  with  this  turnpike,  the  Indiana 
Central  raiload  passes  through  Richmond;  and  the  Richmond 
and  Newcastle  railroad  runs  northwest,  toward  Chicago,  from  this 
place. 
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The  population  of  the  town,  at  present,  is  aboat  six  thousand 
persons.  The  inhabitants  are  perhaps  as  industrious,  moral 
and  thriving  in  business,  as  any  in  the  State ;  and  the  locality 
has  been  reputed,  from  the  earliest  period  of  its  settlement,  as 
among  the  foremost  in  point  of  healthiness. 

Such  is  the  natural  situation,  the  condition  and  the  improve- 
ments of  the  place,  whose  diseases  for  the  year  1855  I  am  about 
very  briefly  to  describe. 

During  the   fore  part   of  the  first   month,  which  was   often 
spring-like  in  temperature,  there  were  cases  of  neuralgia,  rheu- 
matism, scarlet  fever,  and  small  pox.     The  first  case  of  this 
latter  disease  was   brought  here  in  a  confluent   form,   in  the 
person  of  a  Dutch  woman.     Her  husband  drove  her,  in  a  bor- 
rowed wagon,  into  town,  and  then  eloped.     In  this  situation  she 
remained  all  night.     In  the  morning  she  was  discovered  there, 
and  was  removed  a  short  distance  out  of  town,  and  provided  for 
till  she  recovered.     A  Dutch  woman  living  in  town,  was  the  first 
person  afterward  attacked.     She  was  attended  by  a  Homeopath- 
ist,  who  informed  the  family  that  the  case  was  one  of  ert/sipelaB; 
and  for  two  weeks  the  patient  was  freely  visited  and  nursed  by 
her  friends  and  neighbors,  without   the  least ,  apprehension  of 
danger.      About  this  time,  I  was  called  on   by  the  Board  of 
Health,  to  see  the  patient.     Other  physicians  also  examined  the 
case.     It  was  too  plain  to  admit  of  a  dissenting  opinion ;    but  it 
was  too  late  to  retrieve  the  injury  done.     With  one  or  two  excep- 
tions, all  the  subsequent  cases  appear  to  have  originated  from 
this  individual.     The  excepted  cases  were  traced  to  the  woman 
who  brought  the  disease  here.     As  the  inhabitants  are  kept  gen- 
erally vaccinated,  the  cases,  in  all,  did  not,  perhaps,  exceed  fifteen. 
Very  few,  if  any  of  the  cases  proved  fatal. 

The  2l8t  of  the  month  was  a  mixed  day  of  snow  (which  fell  to 
the  depth  of  seven  inches),  of  rain,  thunder  and  lightning,  wind 
and  hail ;  and  the  2  2d  was  very  cold.  Diarrhea,  of  a  billions 
character,  was  at  this  time  not  uncommon,  and,  in  some 
instances,  was  difficult  to  suppress.  The  weather  continued  cold 
to  the  end  of  the  month.  On  the  29th,  the  snow  was  12  inches 
deep.  A  few  cases  of  pruriginous  rash  appeared  toward  the  close 
of  the  month. 
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Early  in  the  2d  month,  the  snow  had  attained  the  depth  of 
about  15  inches — the  greatest  ever  known  by  the  present  inhab- 
itants. Cases  of  croup  occurred  in  the  middle  of  the  month. 
Toward  the  dose  of  the  month,  the  mercury  sank  to  zero,  and 
below.     Catarrhal  aflfections  were  frequent. 

Late  in  the  3d  month,  the  ground  was  firmly  frozen ;  and  the 
protracted  winter  weather  produced  serious  afifections  in  the 
aged  people.  These  aflfections  were  mostly  of  a  pneumonic  char- 
acter, and  resulted  in  an  unusual  number  of  deaths.  This 
uncommon  mortality  from  the  cold,  among  the  aged,  corresponds 
with  the  London  reports,  which  represent  the  deaths  during  this 
month,  from  the  prolonged  winter,  as  being  greatly  increased. 
Among  my  patients,  cases  of  hemoptysis  were  not  unfrequent,  in 
the  course  of  the  season. 

Till  late  in  the  4th  month,  the  woods  maintained  their  wintry 
aspect ;  yet,  on  the  18th,  the  mercury  stood  at  88  degrees  in  the 
shade.  Numerous  mnguinarias  appeared  in  bloom :  the  apple 
and  the  cherry  tree,  also.  One  or  two  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
occurred. 

In  the  5th  month,  there  were  frequent  cases  of  ulcerated  sore 
throat,  attended  with  head-ache,  chilliness,  depressed  pulse  (yet 
hot  skin),  and  very  oflfensive  breath.  A  gargle  of  diluted  hydro- 
chloric acid,  sometimes  accompanied  by  warm  febrifuges,  consti- 
tuted the  principal  treatment.  No  cases  proved  fatal ;  and  the 
patients  recovered  in  two  to  seven  days.  The  month  closed  with 
an  uncomfortably  cold  week. 

The  rest  of  the  year,  up  to  the  present  time  (11th  mo.),  has 
been  remarkable  for  the  abundant  rains.  The  7th  and  8th 
months,  generally  the  hottest  and  the  dryest  in  the  *  year, 
yielded,  together,  fifteen  inches  of  water !  A  wet  season  so  pro- 
longed, produced  a  very  succulent  vegetation  over  a  large  extent 
of  country.  But  before  this  began  to  decay,  intermittent  fever 
(quotidian  and  tertian),  made  its  appearance  all  over  the  State ; 
and  for  the  last  two  or  three  months,  that  and  its  sister  fever,  the 
remittent,  have  prevailed,  to  the  exclusion  of  almost  every  other 
disease,  throughout  a  greater  expanse  of  country  than  I  have 
ever  known.  Eichmond  was  not  exempt  from  the  epidemic  (or, 
if  the  reader  would  prefer  it,  endemic). 
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The  fever,  in  its  intermittentVorm,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  ascertain,  has  yielded  readily  to  the  sulphate  of  quinine.  This 
has  certainly  been  the  ca^  in  this  district.  My  practice  has  been 
to  give  half  a  grain  to  a  grain  (generally  the  latter),  every  hour 
or  two  in  the  absence  of  the  febrile  paroxysm.  In  a  few  cases, 
I  used  the  nitric  acid,  in  doses  of  three  to  ten  drops  every  two  or 
three  hours.  In  these  instances,  it  acted  as  efficiently  and  as 
promptly  as  the  salt  of  quinine.  I  believe  it  was  Dr.  Bailey,  of 
this  State,  who  introduced  this  method  of  treatment;  but  I  can 
not,  just  now,  refer  to  his  communication  on  the  subject,  not 
knowing  where  to  find  it,  nor  do  I  recollect  the  manner  in  which 
he  prescribed  the  acid. 

As  the  intermittent  fever  began  to  subside  after  a  few  hard 
frosts  occurred,  I  had  not  an  opportunity  of  extending  my  expe- 
rience in  the  use  of  the  acid,  to  a  degree  sufficient  to  establish  the 
value  of  it  as  a  remedial  agent  in  this  disease. 

Some  of  the  cases  of  remittent  fever  were  protracted  from  two 
to  even  seven  weeks.  But  this  form  of  the  fever  was  compara- 
tively rare.     I  will  just  revert  to  two  cases  of  it. 

A  German  and  his  wife  were  prostrated  nearly  at  the  same 
time.  The  latter,  among  other  symptoms,  complained  of  pain 
and  soreness  in  the  apigastric  region,  and  soon  fell  into  a  perfect 
stupor,  from  which  it  was  almost  impossible  to  rouse  her.  I 
thought  the  case  justified  the  use  of  the  lancet.  I  therefore  bled 
her.  The  fibrinous  coat  soon  appeared  on  the  clot  of  blood.  The 
stupor  speedily  disappeared,  and  she  steadily  improved  under 
ordinary  treatment,  till  she  recovered. 

While  the  wife  lay  in  her  somnolent  condition,  the  husband,  on 
the  other  hand,  knew  no  sleep.  It  was  not  a  harrassing  vigilance, 
bat  rather  a  pleasing  delirium,  that  the  patient  experienced.  And 
as  a  writer  in  the  **  Cyclopedia  of  Practical  Medicine  "  alludes  to 
the  delirium  frequently  met  with  in  this  fever,  as  a  "  striking 
peculiarity,"  which  has  received  but  little  attention  from  authors, 
I  the  more  willingly  proceed  to  note  the  details  of  the  present 
case.  The  delirium  referred  to  by  the  writer  just  cited,  is  not 
the  "  ordinary  form  of  febrile  delirium,"  but  the  "acuteness  of 
perception  and  vigor  of  reasoning"  are  retained,  and  one 
erroneous  impression  takes  possession  of  the  mind  so  firmly,  says 
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this  writer,  that  na  argument  cak  shake  it ;  and  it  is  "  frequently 
of  so  gloomy  a  cast  as  to  impel  its  victim,  almost  irresistibly,  to 
suicide."  He  also  truly  observes  that  this  delirium  exists  from 
an  early  period  in  the  disease,  and  is  consistent  with  a  considera- 
ble degree  of  general  strength ;  and  that  its  character  is  more 
that  of  mental  derangement  than  of  delirium. 

When  I  first  witnessed  this  symptom  in  my  German  patient, 
my  apprehension  was  that  it  was  a  case  of  mild  mania  &  potu ; 
but  I  discovered  no  indications  of  the  use  of  spirituous  liquor,  and 
his  friends  assured  me  he  was  a  sober  man.  Of  this,  I  afterward 
became  satisfied.  My  patient  would  start  up  in  bed,  and  gaze, 
with  an  expression  of  satisfaction  in  his  countenance,  into  a  corner 
of  the  room,  or  at  the  top  of  a  window,  as  if  he  had  discovered 
something  agreeable,  'and  exclaim  in  an  easy  tone,  "  there,  Fred- 
erick, there's  a  bird !  catch  it!  catch  it !"  And  if  not  prevented 
by  his  attendants,  he  would  sometimes  get  out  of  bed  to  secure 
the  imaginary  prey  himself. 

His  eyes  were  continually  roving  about  the  room,  as  if  in  search 
of  something.  There  was  no  manifestation  of  pain  whatever  ;  on 
the  contrary,  he  acted  and  appeared  as  one  as  one  engaged  in  some 
very  agreeable  recreation.  When  aroused  from  his  revery,  he 
behaved,  for  the  time,  rationally  as  any  one ;  so  that  I  had  no 
difficulty  in  the  administration  of  medicine.  But  as  soon  as  the 
attention  of  the  patient  ceased  to  be  arrested  by  requests,  his 
mind  would  wander  as  usual. 

At  the  time  I  bled  his  wife,  he  raised  up  in  bed,  and  watched  the 
whole  operation,  apparently  with  much  interest.  The  next  day  he 
assured  his  friends  that  he  had  just  got  back  from  Germany ;  that 
he  and  I  had  been  visiting  the  old  homestead  in  his  fatherland  ; 
that  he  was  taken  sick  while  there,  and  that  I  bled  him,  but  that 
I  took  the  blood  from  the  wrong  arm.  No  arguments  availed 
anything  with  him — ^he  knew  that  these  things  were  so,  and  they 
need  not  try  to  persuade  him  out  of  the  conviction ;  such  was  his 
reply  to  their  efforts.  This  idea  vanished  only  with  his  general 
improvement  in  health.  I  ought,  perhaps,  to  add  that  he  was  not 
bled.     Both  these  patients  recovered  in  about  two  weeks. 

If  the  husband's  case  resembled  one  of  mania  a  potu,  the  wife's 
bore  the  semblance  of  hysteria ;  for,  beside  the  stupor,  there  was 
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also  for  hours  a  champing  of  the  jaws,  a  frothing  at  the  mouth, 
and  fi'eqnent  deglutition. 

The  reader  may  remember,  that  for  some  years  after  the  chol- 
era in  1849,  whitlows  and  carbuncles  were  greatly  multiplied; 
but  during  the  present  year,  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  have  had  a 
single  instance  of  either  affection  under  my  care. 


Art.  hi. — Intermittent  Fever.    By  Edward  B.  Stevens,  M.  D. 

The  past  season  has  been  remarkable  for  the  prevalence  of  the 
various  forms  of  Miasmatic  Fevers.  Ague,  especially  in  most 
of  the  western  States,  has  been  the  epidemic  disease  of  the 
country.  From  every  direction  we  have  the  same  complaint; 
and  even  in  old  settled  localities,  and  where  it  was  supposed  long 
and  thorough  cultivation  of  the  soil  had  removed  the  sources  of 
miasmatic  influence,  and  where,  for  quite  a  length  of  years,  the 
various  forms  of  intermittent  disease  have  been  an  almost  entire 
stranger,  it  has  appeared  this  season  with  all  the  pertinacity,  and 
all  the  original  and  genuine  symptoms  that  embellish  its  charac- 
ter in  the  marshy  fens  of  Italy,  or  amidst  the  swamps  of  our 
newest  States. 

The  medical  history  of  this  season  certainly  demonstrates  the 
fallacy  of  an  idea  which  many  of  us  have  entertained,  that  Agm 
is  a  disease  incident  to  new,  marshy,  and  partially  cultivated 
countries.  It  also  seems  very  properly  to  indicate  the  propriety 
of  making  a  remmS  of  our  professional  resources  in  the  treatment 
of  this  form  of  disease,  and  its  management  to  ward  off  the  well 
established  tendency  to  relapse. 

The  particular  efficacy  of  homoeopathic  medication  is  very  well 
illustrated  in  a  case  that  came  under  my  observation  during  the 
season.  I  was  requested  by  a  much  esteemed  lady  friend  to 
examine  her  child  in  a  semi-professional,  semi-friendly  way.  I 
found  it  had  been  under  regular  and  constant  treatment  by  a 
homoeopathic  cotemporary,  for  a  fortnight,  with  simple  tertian 
intermittent ;  it  was  sallow,  had  an  exhausted  expression,  but  in 
most  respects,  as  well  as  I  could  learn  from  the  parent,  its  con- 
dition had  in  the  entire  fortnight  changed  but  little ;  except  it 
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were  perhaps  an  increased  degree  of  the  sallowness  and  exhaus- 
tion. I  could  not  hut  feel  that  the  patience  of  the  parents  was 
certainly  remarkable,  under  the  circumstances,  if  not  commend- 
able— ^more  so  than  ^^aUopaihic'^  physicians  usually  expect  to 
receive  at  the  hands  of  their  warmest  friends.  I  could  not  but 
feel,  too,  that  such  mismanagement  would  have  been  disgraceful 
to  the  youngest  disciple  of  scientific  medicine ;  and  should  hope 
and  suppose  no  reader  of  this  journal  would  ask  half  a  fortnight 
to  have  routed  the  enemy  from  what  appeared  so  defenceless  a 
stronghold.  I  simply  intimated  to  my  friend,  that  I  did  not 
doubt  jvdiciouB  treatment  would  soon  restore  her  child  to  health : 
social  courtesy  did  not  permit  any  stronger  expression  of  sen- 
timent. 

Of  the  Law  governing  the  Rdapie  Periods: — It  was  the  doctrine 
of  Eberle,  that  ague  tends  to  spontaneous  disappearance,  as  well  as 
return,  at  regular  periods,  of  which  the  number  seven  is  the 
index  or  type ;  and  a  new  "  Ague  King "  has  appeared  in  the 
market  this  season,  the  author  of  which  has  had  this  principle  in 
view,  curing  without  quinine,  arsenic,  mercury,  strychnine,  or  any 
of  these  horrid  poisonous  drugs.  The  direction*,  however,  for  using 
this  nostrum,  are  borrowed  verbatim  from  the  teachings  of 
Eberle — anticipating  a  return  of  the  paroxysm  on  each  seventh 
day  for  a  certain  length  of  time.  The  careful  observation  of 
others  confirms  the  view  taken  by  Eberle  of  the  relapse  period,  to 
a  certain  extent ;  but  probably  the  period  is  rather  more  than 
the  space  of  seven  days ;  at  least  that  is  our  observation  in  the 
epidemic  of  this  season,  and  we  think  eight  or  nine  days  will  be 
nearer  the  truth.  The  notion  of  a  spontaneous  disappearance  of 
ague,  or  a  period  tending  thereto,  is  pretty  generally  exploded. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  the  law  of  periodicity,  which  so  character- 
izes the  disease  during  its  regular  paroxyms,  also  attaches  to  its 
tendency  to  relapse ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  while  the  active 
disease  is  held  in  bay  by  proper  treatment,  its  periodic  character 
still  holds  control  of  the  system.  Dr.  Eobert  Graves  illustrates 
this  idea  by  comparing  the  fits  to  the  striking  apparatus  of  a 
clock — the  striking  weight  being  removed,  the  periodic  rate  is 
still  carried  on,  but  the  usual  signal  of  the  termination  of  definite 
portions  of  time  is  not  given.     Our  own  strongly  established 
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conviction,  very  accordant  and  consistent  with  this  opinion  of  Dr. 
Graves,  is  that  the  poison  of  the  disease  is  still  retained  in  the 
system,  so  long  as  we  observe  this  teodency  to  a  recurrence  of 
the  paroxysms.  The  original  tenure  of  this  poison  is  so  slight  in 
some  cases  that  prompt  medication  so  thoroughly  dislodges  it 
that  it  never  returns,  at  least  till  a  fresh  miasmatic  exposure ; 
and  hence  the  reputation  some  men  and  some  remedies  have 
secured  for  curing  ague  "  so  that  it  wont  come  back ;"  other  cases, 
however,  require  what  Bretonneau  styles  the  **  preservative  treat- 
ment " — a  proper  anticipation  of  the  paroxysm  for  many  months, 
to  make  a  cure. 

The  Medication  of  Ague y  and  especiaUy  its  Ourative  Medication: — 
The  industry  and  zeal  with  which  the  regular  profession  has 
sought  for  a  reliable  substitute  for  quinine,  in  the  treatment  of 
intermittent,  ought  to  be  sufficient  and  effectual  response  to  all 
charges  of  fogyism,  made  by  the  various  sects  of  pseudo-reformers 
of  the  day:  and  as  the  Bvlph.  quinine  still  stands  as  our  leading 
remedy  in  the  treatment  of  ague,  it  is  well  to  look  a  little  at  the 
philosophy  of  its  curative,  or  remedial  action,  as  a  type  or  key  to 
the  remedial  action  of  all  remedies  addressed  to  this  class  of  dis- 
eases. Patients  come  to  us  for  advice  in  the  treatment  of  ague, 
saying,  "Its  no  use,  doctor,  to  give  me  quinine,  for  I've- tried  it 
all  summer,  and  it  wont  cure  me,  and  don't  agree  with  me;"  and 
the  probability  in  most  cases  is,  that  the  patient  tells  the  truth ; 
the  quinine  both  fails  to  cure,  and  disagrees  with  the  patient, 
because  it  has  been  administered  as  an  empiric  remedy,  and  with 
no  reference  to  the  principle  of  its  curative  action :  or  in  the  same 
empiric  spirit  the  quinine  has  been  largely  administered,  while 
organic  congestions  have  perhaps  entirely  forbidden  its  use,  or 
interfered  with  its  effect;  and  these  being  relieved  by  proper 
remedies,  the  quinine  has  acted  as  by  a  charm. 

How  then  is  quinine  a  specific  for  ague  ?  Dr.  Chambers  says, 
"  only  to  the  extent  of  being  the  most  powerful  vegetable  tonic 
that  we  possess."  We  like  the  explanation  of  M.  Brettonneau 
better,  as  giving  a  rational  modus,  and  as  suggesting  a  rational 
guide  \/Q  preservative  medication :  he  says  **  a  sort  of  drunkenness, 
more  or  less  painful,  produced  by  a  single  and  suitable  dose  of 
quinine,  repeated,  if  necessary,  two  days  afterward,  suppresses  for 


14  Original  Communications,  [Jan. 

eight  days,  simple  mtermittent  fever.  In  the  same  way  that  with 
a  person  who  is  in  the  habit  of  intoxication  we  find  that  mnch 
wine  may  be  taken  without  producing  this  condition,  so  we  every 
day  see  individuals  affected  with  ague,  taking  great  quantities 
of  quinine,  without  the  fever  becoming  si^pressed,  or  its  return 
being  prevented."  M.  Bretonneau  agrees  with  the  Jesuits,  who 
first  imported  cinchonia,  and  learned  how  to  administer  it,  "  that 
every  sufficient  dose  of  hark  loses  its  febrifuge-power  by  fraction- 
ing  it,  exactly  as  a  dose  of  wine  loses  its  intoxicating  property  by 
being  divided."  Acting  especially  upon  the  theory,  that  fifteen 
or  twenty  grains  of  sulph.  quinine  suffice  to  suppress  the  fever  of 
an  adult  for  eight  or  nine  days,  we  have  the  following  eminently 
practical  suggestion  for  the  subsequent  medication  of  the  case : 
"  the  same  dose  that  suffices  to  suppress  the  paroxysm,  will  also 
prevent,  if  repeated  before  the  supposed  epoch  for  its  return,  and 
the  intervals  between  relapse  may  be  gradually  prolonged,  until 
there  is  entire  and  permanent  immunity,  by  a  judicious  renewal 
of  the  doses,  at  proper  periods  of  anticipation.  Thus,  a  second 
dose,  equal  to  that  which  suppressed  the  fever,  is  to  be  exhibited, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  fever,  on  any  day  from  the  first  to 
the  sixth  interval,  then  to  be  repeated  after  intervals  of  7,  8,  9, 
10,  12,  14,  16,  18,  22,  30  days."  A  large  proportion  of  cases 
do  not  require  these  precautions,  as  we  have  already  remarked, 
the  tenure  of  the  poison  being  slight,  and  easily  removed — ^but 
in  obstinate  cases  nothing  less  will  succeed. 

The  indication  for  Mercurial,  Cathartic  and  Emetic  treatment, 
we  think  is  incidental,  not  necessary,  other  symptoms  than  the 
paroxysm  being  the  guide.  Arsenic  is  a  powerful  anti-periodic  ; 
we  have  thought,  however,  not  so  prompt  in  its  curative  action  as 
quinine,  but  more  permanent;  consequently,  better  adapted  to 
the  thorough  eradication  of  chronic  ague.  The  strong  vegetable 
Utters,  as  gentian,  dogwood  and  wild-cherry  bark,  are  in  general 
popular  and  professional  use  as  prophylactics,  and  doubtless  have 
some  virtue.  Piorry  thinks  splenic  engorgement  is  the  first  link 
in  the  concatenation  of  intermittent  disease ;  that  this  disposition 
to  engorgement,  or  congestion,  is  evidence  of  a  want  of  the  proper 
or  healthy  stimulant  quality  of  the  blood ;  and  hence  the  indica- 
tion and  beneficial  effect  of  tonic  medication.     This  leads  us  to 
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remark   upon   another    questio   disputata.      Dr.    Robert  Graves 
thinks  that  quinine  is  the  proper  antagonistic  of  the  ague  fit, 
and   that  a   continuous   use  of  the  remedy,  especially  in   the 
absence  of  the  fit,  accustoms  the  constitution  to  its  medicinal 
eflfects,  and  thus  defeats  the  object  of  the  remedy;  while  Dr. 
Chambers  supposes  our  object  is  to  obtain  a  certain  tonic  eflfect 
on  the  vascular  system,  and    that  it  is  necessary  to  keep  up  a 
stimulus  to  the  capillaries  till  they  have  recovered  their  tone.     A 
more  careful  inquiry  into  pathological  principles  and  the  modus 
operandi  of  our  remedies,  will  doubtless  settle  these  distinctions, 
and  give  us  greater  confidence  in  ourselves,  and  with  our  patients. 
New  JRemedies: — Although  we   still   regard   quinine   as   our 
reliable  agent,  we  have  a  high  esteem  for  the  efibrts  that  are 
making  to  add   to  our  resources.     Dilut  nitric  acid  has  been 
recommended  to  the  profession  as  an  anti-periodic.     We  have 
made  some  trials  with  it,  and  have  succeeded  in  curing  mild 
cases  of  ague,  but  have  been  disappointed  in  cases  of  any  degree 
of  malignity  or   obstinacy.     Fhrogene,  the   active  principle  of 
apple-tree  bark,  has  been  used  by  some  of  the  physicians  of  Cin- 
cinnati, and  they  report  flattering  success.     Dr.   Marsh,  of  this 
city,  has  been  very  enthusiastic  in  its  support  9s  a  substitute  for 
quinine.     My  friend  Dr.  James  bears  like  testimony.     If  any  of 
our  friends  desire  to  test  it,  it  can  be  found  at  Chapman's,  and  is 
desirable  as  a  matter  of  economy.     Dr.  Chapman  also  prepares 
a  fluid  extract  of  florogene,  which  he  regards  as  the  preferable 
remedy,  given  in  teaspoonfuU  doses.     The  sulph  of  dnchonia  has 
also  been  used  to  some  extent  in  this  city,  this  summer,  with 
favorable  results ;  but  as  some  of  the  gentlemen  connected  with 
one  of  the  city  dispensaries  will  report  their  experience  in  detail, 
we  forbear  further  remarks,  and  refer  the  readers  of  this  paper 
to  their  report. 


Art.  IV. — Report  of  Fifty-Seven  Cases  of  Intermittent  Fever, 
treated  at  the  City  Dispensary,  by  the  Sulphate  of  dnchonia. 
By  J.  C.  Welles,  one  of  the  Eesident  Physicians  of  the  Dis- 
pensary. 

I  WILL  premise  the  report  by  stating  that  this  charity  is  located 
at  the  Miami  Medical  College  Building,  and  is  under  the  care  of 
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the  professors  of  the  College,  one  of  whom  is  in  daily  attend- 
ance. The  kind  of  patients  who  apply  for  relief  is  such  as  are 
usually  found  at  dispensaries — ^poor,  and  mostly  with  constitutions 
much  injured  by  disease,  often  from  dissipation  and  exposure  of 
various  kinds — and  therefore  present  greater  diflBculties  in  treat- 
ment than  those  found  in  private  practice.  The  number  apply- 
ing for  relief  is  very  large,  presenting  a  great  variety  of  diseases. 
It  has  been  and  is  a  desideratum  in  the  treatment  of  periodic 
diseases,  to  find  a  substitute  for  the  sulphate  of  quinia,  on  account 
of  the  high  price  of  this  article.  The  cinchonia  used  was  manu- 
factured by  Powers  &  Wightman,  of  Philadelphia,  and  is  oflFered 
by  them  at  one-third  of  the  price  of  quinine. 

Of  the  cases  of  intermittent  fever,  in  which  the  sulphate  of 
cinchonia  was  administered,  during  the  months  of  September  and 
October  last,  thirty-seven  were  of  the  quotidian  type ;  eighteen, 
tertian ;  one,  quartan ;  and  one,  double  quotidian.  In  a  number 
of  instances,  the  disease  was  of  quite  recent  origin;  but  in  a 
majority  of  the  cases  it  was  of  an  inveterate  character,  contracted 
many  months  previously  in  the  miasmatic  districts  of  Indiana 
and  Ohio — and  the  patients  residing  for  the  most  part  during 
their  treatment  in  the  most  unhealthy  sections  of  our  suburbs. 
Anaemia  and  enlargement  of  the  spleen  were  very  frequent  com- 
plications. In  several  of  the  cases,  quinine  had  been  previously 
used  without  eflfect. 

From  fifteen  to  twenty  grains  of  the  sulphate  of  cinchonia  were 
generally  administered  during  the  intermission,  but  this  quantity, 
in  some  cases,  had  to  be  repeated  a  second  and  even  a  third  time, 
before  the  disease  was  completely  arrested.  In  some  cases,  this 
amount  was  administered  once,  and  without  any  subsequent  treat- 
ment the  disease  was  observed  to  subside  after  the  second  or  third 
paroxysm  following.  It  was  generally  given  in  solution  with  a 
few  drops  of  sulphuric  acid,  and  in  this  form  it  seemed  to  act  more 
promptly  than  when  given  in  powders. 

It  was  not  observed  to  produce  nausea  and  vomiting,  when 
given  in  large  doses,  except  in  one  or  two  cases,  where  there  was 
evident  gastric  derangement.  In  one  case,  fifteen  grains  were 
administered  at  once  with  the  effect  of  only  producing  slight 
nausea,  some  fullness  of  the  head,  and  acceleration  of  the  pulse. 
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In  fifty-three  oat  of  the  fifty-seven  cases,  the  result  was-  en- 
tirely saooessfol,  the  disease  seldom  extending  beyond  three  days 
after  the  treatment  was  instituted.  In  the  other  four  cases, 
the  remedy  was  abandoned,  and  sulphate  of  quinia  substituted, 
with  success.  These  cases  can  not  however  be  regarded  as  evi- 
dences of  any  great  value,  of  the  comparative  merits  of  the  two 
remedies,  for  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  previous  ujse  of  the 
one  rendered  the  system  more  susceptible  to  the  influences  of  the 
other ;  and  besides,  in  two  of  the  cases  (Cases  IV.  and  V.,  reported 
below),  complications  existed  during  the  administration  of  the  cin- 
chonia,  which  doubtless  seriously  interfered  with  its  action,  and 
which  were  measurably  removed  before  quinine  was  used.  In  the 
other  two  cases,  one  of  which  was  a  quartan,  the  other  a  quotidian, 
there  was  considerable  anaemia  and  enlargement  of  the  spleen, 
but  the  disease  was  promptly  checked  with  quinia  after  a  second 
failure  with  cinchona  in  the  same  doses. 

As  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  the  tendency  to  relapse  after 
the  use  of  the  two  remedies  seemed  to  be  about  the  same ;  but 
upon  this  point  no  accurate  observations  could  be  made,  as  the 
patients  generally  ceased  their  attendance  at  the  Dispensary  as 
soon  as  cured,  and  in  many  instances  left  the  city. 

A  number  of  cases  were  treated  with  quinine  during  the  same 
period,  and  a  comparison  of  the  results  obtained  from  each  would 
seem  to  indicate  that,  of  the  two  salts,  sulphate  of  cinchonia  is 
perhaps  the  less  powerful,  but  might  be  substituted  for  the  other 
in  somewhat  increased  doses. 

It  has  been  used  in  a  number  of  cases  as  a  general  tonic,  with 
very  decided  success. 

Case  I. — ^Edward  Peel,  a  laborer,  twenty-two  years  of  age,  ap- 
plied to  the  Dispensary,  September  5  th,  suffering  with  intermit- 
tent fever.  He  stated  that  he  contracted  the  disease  in  Indiana 
last  autumn,  and  since  that  time  had  suffered  from  repeated 
attacks  of  it.  The  present  attack  commenced  about  two  weeks 
previous  to  his  admission.  Since  that  time  he  has  had  a  chill 
daily,  between  one  and  two  o'clock  p.  M.,  followed  by  fever  of 
three  or  four  hours'  duration,  then  by  perspiration.  His  spleen 
is  much  enlarged  and  indurated;  face,  sallow;  lips,  pale;  is 
extremely  anssmic ;  no  marked  tenderness  over  the  epigastrium. 
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He  was  ordered  a  half  onnoe  of  common  salt,  to  be  taken  this 
afternoon,  an  hour  before  the  expected  chills.  September  6th — 
Chill  came  on  as  usual  yesterday;  was  ordered  the  nitric  acid 
mixture,  a  teaspoonful  every  three  hours.  7th — No  better.  Fif- 
teen grains  of  sulphate  of  quinia,  in  combination  with  opium  and 
piperine,  were  ordered  in  six  pills,  one  every  three  hours.  He 
had  a  chill  on  the  7th,  and  again  on  the  8th,  after  using  the 
above.  On  the  9th,  he  was  directed  to  take  one  grain  of  the  sul- 
phate of  cinchonia  every  hour,  till  twenty  grains  were  taken.  The 
consequence  was,  he  had' no  chill  on  the  9th  or  10th.  He  was 
then  directed  to  take  twenty  grains  of  the  subcarbonate  of  iron, 
three  times  daily.  Sept.  26th — He  had  a  severe  chill  about  one 
o'clock  p.  M.,  when  he  was  directed,  for  the  27th,  eight  grains  of 
the  cinchonia,  in  four  parts,  one  to  be  taken  every  two  hours,  com- 
mencing at  six  in  the  morning.  The  chill  did  not  return,  and  he 
has  remained  well.  In  this  case,  the  points  worthy  of  observa- 
tion are,  that  the  sulphate  of  cinchonia  was  successful  after  qui- 
nine and  other  remedies  had  been  used  without  eflfect ;  and,  also, 
that  the  last  attack  was  promptly  arrested  with  eight  grainsy  ad- 
ministered during  the  intermission. 

Case  II. — ^Bridget  R,  aged  twenty-eight  years,  contracted  inter- 
mittent fever  about  the  Ist  of  August  last,  while  residing  near 
Carthage,  Ohio.  The  disease  was  checked  by  the  use  of  quinine, 
and  she  remained  well  one  week.  The  present  attack  is  of  two 
weeks'  duration.  She  has  a  chill  every  day,  commencing  about 
seven  o'clock  A.  M.  Her  general  health  is  much  impaired ;  spleen, 
enlarged.  She  has  a  remarkable  sensation  of  fullness  and  tension 
in  the  head,  continuing  throughout  the  apyrexia.  She  was  ordered 
a  simple  purgative,  and  directed  to  take,  on  the  morning  of  the 
13th  September,  five  grains  of  the  sulphate  of  cinchonia,  every  hour, 
commencing  at  three  o'clock  ;  so  that  twenty  grains  were  taken 
before  the  expected  chill.  The  paroxysm  was  postponed  till  ten 
o'clock,  when  it  came  on  in  a  mild  form.  After  its  subsidence, 
she  was  directed  to  take  two  grains  of  the  cinchonia,  every  three 
hours,  till  ten  grains  were  taken.  On  the  14th,  she  had  no  chill. 
From  this  time  she  remained  well  up  to  the  26th  of  October,  just 
six  weeks,  when,  after  exposure  to  wet  and  cold,  she  was  seized 
with  shivering,  followed  by  fever  of  several  hours'  duration.  These 
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symptoms  recurred  on  the  27th,  and  again  on  the  28th.  On  the 
morning  of  the  29th,  she  took  twenty  grains  of  the  sulphate  of 
cinchonia,  in  doses  of  five  grains  during  the  intermission,  with  the 
effect  of  completely  breaking  up  the  disease.  She  has  had  no 
further  attack. 

Case  III. — ^Wm.  R,  a  laborer,  thirty-two  years  of  age,  was  at- 
tacked with  intermittent  fever  about  the  same  time  and  under 
the  same  circumstances,  as  the  preceding.  He  used  quinia  once 
with  success.  His  present  attack  is  of  five  days'  duration,  of  the 
tertian  type.  There  is  not  not  much  enlargement  of  the  spleen, 
nor  is  there  much  prostration.  September  13th — twelve  grains 
of  the  sulphate  of  cinchonia  were  ordered,  in  four  powders,  the 
first  to  be  taken  at  four  o'clock  the  following  morning,  and  one 
every  hour  following.  On  the  14th,  however,  the  chill  came  on 
much  earlier  than  usual,  so  that  after  the  first  dose,  the  further 
use  of  medicine  was  suspended  till  the  16th,  when  it  was  resumed 
at  an  earlier  hour,  and  twelve  grains  were  administered.  There 
was  no  return  of  the  disease,  and  six  weeks  afterward  there  had 
been  no  relapse. 

Case  IV. — Thomas  Doherty,  a  pedlar,  thirty-three  years  of  age, 
of  a  delicate  constitution,  applied  to  the  Dispensary,  October  10, 
laboring  under  intermittent  fever.  He  has  suffered  repeated 
attacks  of  the  disease  for  a  year  past,  which  were  generally 
relieved  temporarily  by  the  use  of  quinine.  The  present  attack 
is  of  six  days'  duration — the  chill  coming  on  generally  between 
one  and  two  o'clock,  P.  M.,  daily.  His  countenance  is  extremely 
sallow,  lips  pallid,  spleen  enlarged.  He  was  ordered  a  purgative, 
as  his  bowels  were  costive,  and  directed  to  take,  on  the  following 
morning  (October  11),  five  grains  of  the  sulphate  of  cinchonia 
every  two  hours,  commencing  at  six  o'clock,  until  twenty  grains 
were  taken.  On  the  11th,  he  had  no  chill,  but  a  slight  fever,  and 
he  was  directed  to  cx)ntinue  the  remedy  as  before.  On  the  12th 
he  had  no  return  of  the  disease,  and  the  next  day  set  out  on  a 
tour  through  Indiana.  October  28th,  he  was  visited  at  his  home. 
The  disease  had  returned  on  the  26th,  and  had  assumed  the  form 
of  anticipating  quotidian.  There  was  no  well-marked  apyrexia. 
The  spleen  was  enlarged  and  tender ;  there  was  also  tenderness 
over  the  region  of  the  stomach,  with  pain  in  the  back  and  right 
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shoulder.  There  was  an  icterode  hue  of  the  skin ;  lips  pale, 
bowels  costive.  He  has  been  troubled  with  vomiting  for  the  last 
twenty-four  hours.  Counter  irritants  were  applied  over  the 
epigastrium,  and  he  was  ordered  a  mercurial  purgative.  On  the 
following  morning,  at  four  o'clock,  he  commenced  taking  the  cin- 
chonia,  five  grains  every  two  hours,  which  was  continued  until 
twenty  grains  were  taken.  On  the  29th  the  chill  returned  as 
before.  The  vomiting  still  continued  occasionally.  He  was 
directed  to  continue  the  cinchonia,  as  before.  30th  and  31st — ^he 
had  chills,  but  the  nausea  and  vomiting  had  ceased.  Nov.  1st — 
he  took  twenty  grains  of  sulphate  of  quinia,  with  the  effect  of 
arresting  the  chills,  and  a  few  days  after,  he  left  the  city.  Heard 
that  the  disease  returned  again  at  the  end  of  two  weeks. 

Case  V. — Patrick  M.,  aged  13,  contracted  intermittent  fever  in 
July  last.  At  the  end  of  four  weeks,  the  disease  was  arrested  by 
the  use  of  some  remedy  unknown.  On  the  5th  of  October  he 
applied  to  the  Dispensary,  laboring  under  an  attack  of  three 
weeks'  duration,  in  the  tertian  form.  At  this  time  his  spleen  was 
much  enlarged,  skin  icterode,  no  appetite ;  at  the  same  time  there 
is  tenderness  of  the  stomach  and  occasional  vomiting.  Fifteen 
grains  of  the  sulphate  of  cinchonia  were  prescribed  in  four  parts, 
to  be  taken  during  the  apyrexia.  He  did  not  return  again  until 
the  18th,  when  he  stated  that  the  chills  had  continued  regularly. 
He  was  then  directed  to  take  fifteen  grains  of  cinchonia,  as  before. 
On  the  18th,  the  disease  had  not  been  arrested.  At  this  time 
fifteen  grains  of  quinine  were  prescribed,  and  he  had  no  further 
attack  until  the  30th  of  October,  when  the  disease  returned  again 
in  the  tertian  form.  November  2d,  the  day  following  his  second 
chill,  he  took  twenty  grains  of  cinchonia  during  the  intermission, 
and  since  this  date  he  has  had  no  further  attack.  In  this,  as  in 
the  previous  case,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  sulphate  of  cin- 
chonia was  once  used  unsuccessfully.  Its  failure  in  both  cases 
was  probably  owing  to  the  irritation  of  the  stomach  existing  at 
the  time  of  its  administration,  as  in  both  cases  it  succeeded  when 
this  complication  was  not  present. 

Case  VL — Mrs.  L.,  twenty-six  years  of  age,  was  attacked,  on 
the  9th  of  October,  with  shivering  followed  by  fever  of  four  hours 
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duration,  then  by  a  profuse  sweat.  These  symptoms  recurred  on 
the  10th,  and  again  on  the  11th,  commencing  about  nine  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  she  took 
fifteen  grains  of  sulphate  of  cinchonia.  On  the  13th  she  had  no 
chill,  but  became  slightly  feverish,  and  from  this  date  had  no 
further  attack. 

Case  VII. — Thomas  Kief,  thirteen  years  of  age,  of  a  delicate 
habit,  was  attacked  about  the  5th  of  September  last,  with  pain  in 
the  head  and  back,  accompanied  with  loss  of  appetite  and  general 
malaise.  On  the  12th  he  was  seized  with  shivering,  followed  by 
fever,  but  no  perspiration.  On  the  13  th  he  had  no  chill,  but  the 
fever  recurred  with  a  marked  exacerbation  in  the  evening,  accom- 
panied with  violent  pain  in  the  head.  From  this  time  up  to  the  18th, 
heat  of  the  skin,  loss  of  appetite,  intense  headache  and  thirst,  were 
the  predominant  symptoms.  On  the  18th,  at  5  o'clock,  P.  M.,  he 
presented  the  following  symptoms :  violent  circumscribed  pain  in 
the  left  supra-orbital  region,  surface  of  the  head  and  trunk  hot  and 
dry,  extremities  below  the  "natural  temperature,  pulse  120 — full 
and  rather  resisting,  great  thirst,  no  appetite,  bowels  costive. 
There  is  a  partial  apyrexia  each  day  about  noon,  after  which  the 
pain  in  the  head  and  the  other  symptoms  become  aggravated,  and 
reach  their  greatest  intensity  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night.  He 
was  ordered  a  purgative  of  blue  mass  and  compound  extract  of 
colocynth,  and  twelve  grains  of  sulphate  of  cinchonia,  in  four  parts, 
were  prescribed  for  to-morrow,  to  be  taken  at  noon,  three,  six  and 
niue  o'clock,  P.  M. ;  at  the  same  time  cold  applications  were 
ordered  to  the  head.  On  the  21st  there  was  a  manifest  amend- 
ment of  all  the  symptoms  ;  the  headache  had  not  been  so  intense 
the  night  previous,  and  at  eight  in  the  morning  it  had  nearly 
subsided.  Heat  of  the  skin  nearly  natural,  and  covered  with  a 
slight  perspiration ;  pulse  100.  He  was  directed  to  repeat  the 
sulphate  of  cinchonia  in  the  same  manner  as  before.  On  the  22d 
there  was  a  complete  apyrexia  of  several  hours  duration,  followed 
by  only  a  slight  accession  of  the  symptoms  in  the  evening.  He 
was  now  directed  to  take  two  grains  of  the  sulphate  of  cinchonia^ 
in  combination  with  fifteen  grains  of  the  subcarbonate  of  iron, 
three  times  a  day,  and  under  this  treatment  he  rapidly  recovered. 
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The  above  cases  give  a  general  idea  of  the  character  of  the 
others,  and  their  treatment. 

[In  the  last  Quarterly  Summary  of  Transactions  of  the  College  of 
Physicians  of  Philadelphia,  an  article  appears  from  Dr.  Thomas,  on  the 
use  of  Sulph.  Cinchon.  We  have  only  space  here  to  give  the  aggregate 
result  of  that  report:  At  three  Dispensaries,  about  280  patients  of 
remittent  and  intermittent  fever  had  been  treated  with  this  remedy,  and 
with  most  satisfactory  and  favorable  results.  Perhaps  we  may  have 
occasion  to  refer  to  this  report  at  a  future  time  more  fully. — ^Eds.  Cin. 
Med.  Observer.] 


Art.  V. — Iodine^  as  an  Antidote  to  tke  JRnsan  of  Rabid  Animals. 
By  Wm.  H.  Musset,  M.  D.,  of  Cincinnati. 

Prof.  Brainard,  of  Chicago,  has  demonstrated  the  value  of 
Iodine  as  an  application  to  snake  bites.  Early  in  1853,  I  deter- 
mined to  treat  wounds  by  rabid  animals  with  Iodine,  in  the  belief 
that  it  would  decompose  the  animal  poison ;  and  I  now  present  the 
following  cases  as  the  initiative  of  the  treatment,  without  claim- 
ing that  the  question  is  settled,  as  I  know  that  cases  of  Hydrophobia 
are  exceedingly  rare — not  bearing  a  proportion  greater  than  1  to 
20  of  those  wounded  by  animals  supposed  to  be  rabid : 

Case  I.  April,  1853. — Mr.  B.,  aged  25,  painter.  When  three 
miles  from  the  city,  was  bitten  by  a  dog  supposed  to  be  rabid,  and 
I  believe,  was  so,  though  there  was  no  opportunity  for  the  proof, 
as  the  animal  was  killed.  The  patient  came  immediately  to  my 
oflSce.  On  his  right  hand  were  several  wounds,  to  which  I  applied 
the  Tincture  of  Iodine  every  five  minutes  for  an  hour,  and  then 
applied  an  emollient  poultice,  with  directions  to  apply  the  Iodine 
every  hour  for  the  next  ten  hours,  and  every  four  hours  for  the 
twenty-four  hours  succeeding,  with  a  change  of  poultice  every 
twelve  hours,  till  the  wounds  should  heal.  I  saw  the  patient 
daily  for  a  week,  and  occasionally  for  six  months  after.  No 
symptoms  of  Hydrophobia  had  appeared. 

Case  II.  April  29,  1853. — H.  S.,  aged  twelve  years.  Was 
bitten  by  a  furious  watch-dog,  in  the  side  and  arm,  through  cloth- 
ing. There  was  no  evidence  that  the  dog  was  rabid,  but  I  insti- 
tuted the  same  treatment  as  in  the  former  case. 
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Case  III.  June  24. — G.  H.,  aged  twenty-five.  Was  bitten  in 
the  hand  by  a  large  pup,  three  months  old.  Ordered  the  appli- 
cation of  Tincture  of  Iodine. 

Case  IV.  July  4. — W.  M.,  aged  nine  years.  Was  bitten 
(through  his  clothing)  by  a  dog  running  the  streets.  There  were 
five  wounds  in  the  leg  and  two  in  the  side.  I  saw  the  patient 
twenty  minutes  after,  and  applied  Iodine  and  poultices,  as  in 
Case  L  The  patient  is  well  at  this  date.  The  same  dog  bit  an 
Italian  in  the  leg,  and  the  surgeon  in  attendance  cut  out  a  lar^ 
piece  of  the  integument,  and  the  patient  recovered  from  the 
operation,  and  was  not  attacked  with  hydrophobia.  I  believe  the 
dog  was  mad,  but  as  he  sujQfered  the  death  penalty,  there  was  no 
opportunity  for  proof. 

Case  V.  September  16. — Mrs.  S.  Bitten  in  the  hand.  I  could 
not  determine  if  the  dog  was  rabid  or  only  worried  by  its  pur- 
suers.    Ordered  Iodine.     There  was  no  subsequent  trouble. 

Case  VI.  December  6. — W.  A.,  aged  twelve.  Bitten  several 
times  in  the  hand.     Treated  as  Case  I. 

Case  VII. — H.  K.  aged  ten.  Bitten  by  same  dog.  Qrdered 
like  treatment.     No  subsequent  diflSculty. 

Case  VIIL  June  26,  1854.— Miss  H.,  aged  19.  Was  bitten 
in  joint  of  great  toe  by  a  cat  Four  days  after,  I  was  called,  and 
found  joint  inflamed,  and  slight  tetanic  spasms  about  the  larynx 
and  inferior  maxilla.  Applied  Iodine  and  poultices,  and  adminis- 
tered antispasmodics.     Patient  recovered. 

On  a  review  of  the  foregoing,  it  will  be  noticed : 

1.  That  in  all  cases  I  apply  the  Tincture  .of  Iodine,  as  there  is 
some  uncertainty  as  to  the  character  of  the  wound. 

2.  That  in  cases  1,  4,  6  and  7,  the  animals  inflicting  the 
wounds  were  probably  rabid ;  whilst  in  cases  2,  3,  5  and  8,  the 
animals  were  probably  not  rabid. 

3.  That  in  cases  1,  3,  5,  6,  7  and  8,  the  parts  wounded  were 
not  protected  by  clothing. 

4.  That  dogs  show  no  respect  for  the  calender,  or  summer 
ordinances,  but  have  their  day  whenever  it  suits  their  taste. 
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Art.  VI. — Oases  of  Keratoconus,  or  Conical  Cornea.    By  E.  Wil- 
liams, M.  D.^  of  Cincinnati. 

Keratoconus,  in  the  restricted  sense  to  which  it  is  very  prop- 
erly limited  by  most  writers  on  Ophthalmology,  is  a  very  rare 
disease ;  hence,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  give  the  particulars  of  a 
case  that  l>as  lately  fallen  under  my  observation,  together  with  a 
translation  of  some  others  that  have  been  reported  by  Prof.  Arlt, 
of  Prague,  in  his  excellent  work  on  diseases  of  the  eye.  In  a  future 
number  it  is  my  intention  to  make  some  remarks  on  this  singu- 
lar affection,  for  which  these  details  will  serve  as  a  basis.  Real 
keratoconus  is  a  conical  projection  of  tne  cornea,  in  which  the 
transparency  is  preserved  (except  sometimes  at  the  apex  of  the 
cone),  and  which  comes  on  generally  without  any  appreciable  cause. 

The  patient,  to  whom  I  referred  above,  is  a  lady  25  years /of 
age,  of  a  bilious  temperament,  stout  make  of  body,  and  rather 
over  the  medium  size.  Her  health  has  always  been  remarkably 
good,  and  she  has  never,  at  any  period  of  her  life,  suffered  from 
any  inflammatory/  affection  of  the  organs  of  vision.  She  is  one  of 
a  numerous  family  of  children,  all  of  whom  enjoy  good  health. 
The  father  is  a  robust  man,  but  the  mother  has  for  several  years 
been  subject  to  a  troublesome  cough.  None  of  her  immediate 
ancestors  so  far  as  she  knows,  have  died  of  phthisis,  or  been  the 
victims  of  any  of  that  class  of  diseases  styled  strumous. 

At  the  time  that  this  disease  began  to  develop  itself,  she  was 
quite  free  from  any  derangement  of  health.  About  fifteen  years 
ago  she  observed  that  she  was  obliged  to  hold  objects  nearer  than 
usual,  in  order  to  see  them,  and  even  then  they  were  somewhat 
indistinct.  Till  a  physician  was  consulted  some  years  afterward, 
no  change  in  the  form  of  the  eyes  had  been  observed  by  her 
friends.  He  remarked,  that  both  comeae  were  unnaturally  promi- 
nent, and  conical  in  shape.  The  affection  was  treated  for  a  long 
time  by  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  instilled  daily  into  each 
eye,  without  any  other  effect  than  permanent  discoloration  of  the 
conjunctiva.  For  the  last  ten  years  it  seems  that  the  disease  has 
remained  stationary,  and  the  power  of  vision  unaltered. 
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ACTUAL  CONDITION. 

When  examined  immediately  in  front,  and  before  a  bright  win- 
dow, the  eyes  have  a  remarkably  bright  and  sparkling  appear- 
ance, especially  at  the  central  part  of  the  cornea,  corresponding 
to  the  summit  of  the  cones.  The  images  of  objects  in  front  of 
her,  formed  by  reflection  from  the  convex  surface  of  the  cornea, 
and  which  appear  a  little  in  front  of  the  plane  of  the  pupil,  are 
smaller  than  those  seen  in  a  healthy  eye,  under  the  same  circum- 
stances, and  the  pupil,  seen  through  the  apex  of  the  cone,  appears 
more  magnified  than  if  viewed  from  the  side.  Observed  from 
the  side,  both  cornese  are  seen  to  project  forward,  in  the  form  of  a 
regular  cone,  the  apex  of  which,  in  the  left  eye,  is  a  little  to  the 
(yuter  side,  in  the  right,  quite  in  the  center  of  the  cornea.  The 
convexity  of  the  sides  of  the  cones  is  about  the  same  from  near 
the  summit  to  the  base,  which  corresponds  very  nearly  with  the 
base  of  the  cornea,  and  no  irregularities  can  be  detected  upon 
them,  either  by  the  unaided  eye,  a  magnifying  glass,  or  in  the 
distortions  of  the  images  of  surrounding  objects  as  they  are  seen 
reflected,  by  an  observer.  Viewed  in  profile,  in  this  way,  the 
eyes  appear  as  though  a  drop  of  clear  water,  or  a  sparkling  conical 
diamond,  were  set  upon  the  cornea.  The  apices  of  the  cones^ 
when  the  eyes  are  moderately  opened,  project  a  little  beyond  the 
lids,  but  the  patient  is  not  conscious  of  any  diflBculty  in  closing 
the  lids  over  the  promilient  eye-balls,  nor  do  they  remain  at  all 
open  during  sleep. 

The  depth  of  the  anterior  chambers  is  greatly  increased.  The 
distance  from  the  center  of  the  most  projecting  part  of  the  cornea 
to  the  middle  of  the  plane  of  the  pupil,  would  amount  perhaps  to 
2|  lines ;  the  depth  of  the  anterior  chamber  in  the  normal  state 
varying  from  |  to  1|  lines.  In  this  respect  there  is  no  perceptible 
difference  between  the  two  eyes. 

At  the  summit  of  each  cone,  which  is  not  very  pointed,  but 
rounded  off  somewhat  like  the  top  of  a  sugar-loaf,  are  to  be  seen 
three  or  four  separate  small  grayish-white  patches,  of  a  beautiful 
stellated  appearance.  The  center  of  each  patch  is  more  opaque 
than  the  radiating  stripes  that  branch  off  from  it.  The  rest  of 
each  cornea  is  perfectly  transparent,  the  aqueous  humor  clear, 
the  iris  of  a  deep  brownish-yellow  color,  and  freely  movable  under 
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varying  degrees  of  light.  The  part  of  the  globe,  posterior  to  the 
base  of  the  cone,  is  perfectly  normal,  as  well  as  the  consistence  of 
the  eye-balls,  as  tested  by  pressure  with  the  finger. 

When,  by  a  voluntary  effort,  the  patient  closes  her  eyes,  the 
comeae  turn  upward,  and  slightly  inward,  as  observed  by  the 
prominences  on  the  external  surface  of  the  lids.  Except  when 
irritated  by  collyria,  the  eyes  have  never  been  painful  or  red, 
or  presented  any  of  the  phenomena  of  inflammation. 

As  to  the  function  of  vision,  it  is  much  less  impaired  than  one 
would  suppose  from  the  great  change  of  form  which  the  comese 
have  undergone.  The  sight  of  the  left  eye,  in  which  the  apex  of 
the  cone  does  not  correspond  exactly  to  the  center  of  the  cornea,  is 
much  better  than  that  of  the  right.  With  the  former  she  reads 
ordinary  print  with  tolerable  facility,  but  only  at  a  distance  of 
one  and  a  half  to  two  inches.  She  holds  the  book  very  close, 
and  obliquely,  so  as  to  present  the  letters  to  the  side  of  the  eye. 
Directly  in  front  of  the  most  convex  part,  she  can  not  see  to 
read,  but  lateral  vision  is  tolerably  good,  and  the  eyes  are  not 
very  easily  fatigued  by  exercise,  if  the  light  is  favorable.  At  a 
distance  of  even  two  feet  she  can  not  distinguish  faces  without 
much  diflSculty,  but  sees  pretty  clearly  the  outlines  of  large  objects 
several  squares  ofiF — says  she  can  read  the  names  of  steamboats 
that  pass  when  she  is  on  the  river.  She  can  recognize  the  spire 
of  a  church,  three  or  four  squares  away,  but  is  unable  to  discern 
the  globes  or  crosses  upon  it.  Her  vision  is  very  slightly  improved 
by  concave  glasses,  but  the  eyes  become  sooner  fatigued  mfh  than 
without  them.  With  a  colored  diaphragm,  perforated  with  a  small 
hole,  and  placed  in  a  spectacle  frame,  she  sees  a  little  clearer,  but 
the  eyes  soon  tire  and  become  painful  under  their  use. 

In  the  first  volume  of  his  KranTcheiten  des  Aiiges,  Prof.  Arlt 
says  :  "  There  are  few  afiFections  of  the  eye,  about  which  so  many 
different  opinions  have  been  advanced  as  in  regard  to  eerato- 
00NX3S.  In  order  to  the  proper  appreciation  of  these  conflicting 
views,  I  will  preface  them  with  a  few  reliable  observations. 

''  The  first  case  of  eonieai  cornea  which  I  saw,  was  in  the  practice 
of  Profl  Fr.  JSger,  in  Vienna,  in  a  young  chlorotic  girl,  between 
flfkeen  and  uxteen  jeani  old*  I  have  carefully  observed  only  one 
olibBrca»-lbere  in  Pragoet 
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"  Miss  G.,  aged  18,  was  brought  to  me  in  1846,  by  Dr.  F.  Bach. 
This  physician,  who  for  many  years  previously  had  visited  almost 
daily  the  family  of  this  girl,  suspected  the  commencement  of 
amaurosis  in  the  left  eye,  because  she  had  complained  for  about 
eight  weeks  of  impairment  of  vision  in  this  organ,  and  confusion 
of  the  sight  of  the  right  as  a  consequence,  when  both  were  used 
simultaneously.  He  had,  from  the  commencement,  repeatedly 
and  carefully  inspected  the  eye,  without  being  able  to  detect  any 
appearance  of  inflammation,  or  opacity  of  the  transparent  media. 

When  we  examined  the  eye,  and  especially  the  cornea,  in 
respect  to  its  physical  properties,  we  found  to  our  no  little  astonish- 
ment, that  the  image  of  the  window  sash,  formed  by  the  reflection 
of  light  from  the  left  cornea,  was  irregular ,  and  a  look  from  the  side, 
afforded  us  the  certainty  of  what  we  had  to  deal  with.  The  cornea, 
perfectly  transparent  and  smooth,  projected  in  its  middle  (a  very  lit- 
tle upward  and  outward  from  the  mathematical  center),  about  a  half 
line  more  forward  than  in  the  normal  condition,  and  the  side  of 
the  cone  from  base  to  apex,  was  almost  straight.  There  was  no 
opacity,  loss  of  substance,  softening  of  the  tissue  of  the  cornea, 
lachrymation,  intolerance  of  light,  pain  or  injection  of  the  ante- 
rior ciliary  vessels.  The  patient  was  only  incommoded  in  sewing, 
reading,  or  other  exercises  that  required  accurate  vision ;  and,  in 
order  to  see  fine  objects  clearly,  and  for  a  length  of  time,  was 
obliged  to  close  the  left  eye.  She  discerned  near  objects  with  the 
affected  organ,  easier  than  distant  ones,  but  still  not  clearly,  and 
it  soon  tired  and  swam  in  tears.  The  girl  had  suffered  for  more 
than  three  years  with  chlorosis,  and  labored,  undoubtedly,  under 
tuberculosis,  from  which  disease  her  two  brothers  had  already  died. 
A  short  time  before  the  development  of  the  affection  of  the  eye, 
she  had  been  annoyed  for  several  weeks  by  an  extremely  severe 
facial  neuralgia,  attributed  by  her  to  cold. 

The  only  topical  applications  used  were  instillations  of  Syden- 
ham's laudanum,  and  afterward,  of  a  weak  solution  of  nitrate  of 
silver.  Besides  this,  I  regulated  her  diet,  and  directed  the  treat- 
ment more  especially  to  the  constitutional  disease.  She  was  put, 
for  a  long  time,  and  at  repeated  intervals,  upon  the  preparations 
of  iron,  and  advised  to  spend  the  pleasant  season  at  the  baths  of 
Giesshiibler  and  Liebwerder,  in  the  country. 
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About  two  years  after  the  commencement  of  the  disease,  there 
formed  a  slight  opacity  upon  the  summit  of  the  cone,  without 
any  trace,  however,  of  inflammation  or  loss  of  substance,  which 
opacity  has  persisted  now  for  about  three  years,  unchanged.  The 
disease  of  the  left  eye  now  produces  much  less  confusion  in  the 
use  of  the  right,  at  work,  than  formerly  ;  but  the  patient  is  still, 
however,  not  in  the  condition  steadily  to  observe  minute  objects 
for  a  length  of  time.  With  the  aflFected  organ  alone  (the  other 
one  being  closed),  she  can  read  the  finest  print  when  brought 
within  a  distance  of  three  inches^  and  is  able  to  distinguish  the 
outlines  of  persons  not  farther  off  than  four  paces.  Her  general 
condition  for  the  last  twelve  months,  has  been  tSlerably  good — ^at 
least  better  than  during  the  preceding  years.'' 

Dr.  Heyfelder  has  published  the  following  case  in  Ammon^s 
Zeitschrift  fiir  Opihahnohgiey  yoY.  rv.,  p,  198: 

"  In  a  man  thirty-two  years  of  age,  of  a  scrofulous  diathesis 
and  remarkably  flat  forehead,  both  cornese  presented  the  conical 
prominence  which  by  some  has  been  called  hyperkeratosis ;  by 
others  cornea  conica,  and  by  others  still  staphyloma  conicum  pellvr 
cidum.  The  projection,  particularly  marked  in  the  right  eye, 
formed  a  sugar-loaf-like  pyramid,  whose  apex  corresponded  to  the 
center  of  the  pupil,  and  of  the  cornea.  In  the  left  eye,  the  promi- 
nence was  less  decided,  and  resembled  more  a  mole  hiU;  but  here, 
also,  the  highest  point  was  in  the  center  of  the  cornea.  In  both 
eyes  the  cornea  was  perfectly  transparent.  The  light  acted  but 
slightly  upon  the  iris,  but  the  pupil  dilated  on  the  application  of 
belladona. 

Examined  in  front,  both  eyes  appeared  as  though  they  sup. 
ported  pearls  upon  the  cornea,  opposite  the  pupil.  Viewed  from 
the  side,  the  cone  presented  a  beautiful  opalescent  appearance.^ 
The  vision  of  the  left  eye  was  not  impaired  to  the  same  extent  as 
that  of  the  right,  still  the  man  was  unable  to  distinguish  any- 
thing at  a  distance  of  six  paces.  He  perceived  distinctly  only 
those  objects  which  he  held,  not  straight  in  front  of  the  eyes,  but 
laterally,  or  under  the  nose.  Direct  vision,  however,  was  slightly 
improved  by  dilating  the  pupil  with  mydriatics.  The  patient  had 
had  this  difficulty  of  the  eye  shiGe  his  earliest  childhood.  Accord- 
ing to  the  assertioiiB  Of  the  iBOoQutftf  be  did  not  come  into  the 
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world  with  it,  but  acquired  it  in  his  second  year,  while  laboring 
under  severe  perttisais.  She  even  asserts  that  the  deformity 
appeared  suddenly,  during  a  violent  paroxism  of  coughing !  The 
correctness  of  the  latter  statement  is  of  course  to  be  doubted." 
The  subject  will  be  continued  in  a  future  number  of  the 
Observer. 


Art.  Vil. —  Clinical  Lecture  at  St.  John's  Hotel  for  Invalids, 
comer  Third  and  Plum,  Cincinnati,  by  Prof.  J.  P.  Judkins, 
one  of  the  Attending  Surgeons. 

Favui  Forriffo — IHnea  Favonm, 

CiNOINNATI,  Oct.  17. 

Wb  have  here,  gentlemen,  a  disease  of  the  scalp— which  is 
interesting  to  a  medical  man  in  several  points  of  view. 

Catharine — aged  thirteen,  pale,  thin  and  of  feeble  appearance — 
first  noticed  the  eruption  upon  her  head  about  four  months  ago ; 
we  can  not  learn  from  her  the  precise  form  under  which  it  first 
made  its  appearance. 

At  first  view  of  the  case,  I  met  with  some  diflBculty  in  forming 
a  correct  diagnosis,  for  the  characteristic  feature  of  the  disease 
was  somewhat  masked  by  secondary  productions — resulting  from 
inflammation,  caused  by  scratching,  or  some  irritating  applica- 
tions— but  by  a  careful  examination  of  the  predominant  morbid 
element,  and  the  absence  of  those  signs  which  are  peculiar  to 
other  eruptions  of  the  scalp,  I  was  enabled  to  pronounce  correctly 
upon  its  nature.  The  crust  otfavtts  differs,  essentially,  from  that 
of  either  eczema  or  impetigo  capitis  or  herpes  tonsurant.  You 
observe  one  spot  near  the  left  parietal  eminence,  which  is  entirely 
bald,  and  where  the  skin  is  not  inflamed,  but  is  of  a  pale  or 
natural  color.  This  small  spot  was  once  occupied  by  one  of  those 
crusts. 

No  pediculi  are  seen,  for  our  patient,  since  her  admission  into 
the  hospital,  has  been  subjected  to  the  care  of  excellent  nurses. 
A  slight  ofiensive  odor  is  emitted  by  the  crusts.  When  these  are 
detached,  alopcecia  more  or  less  complete,  will  probably  result. 
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Some  scattered  points  are  seen,  formed  by  little  elevations  of  a 
bright  yellow  color,  through  which  one  or  more  hairs  pass. 

At  its  commencement,  this  disease  is  not  attended  by  heat,  or 
itching,  and  hence  it  is  not  often  noticed  until  fully  developed. 
Most  frequently,  it  makes  its  first  appearance  on  the  forehead,  at 
the  edge  of  the  hair,  but  soon  spreads,  and  may  extend  over  most 
of  the  scalp.  It  appears  in  small  elevated  spots,  size  of  a  small 
pin's  head,  of  a  bright  yellow  sulphur  color— one  or  more  hairs 
traverse  it,  and  where  the  hair  emerges,  there  is  a  conical  depres- 
sion. This  form  and  its  color,  from  its  supposed  resemblance  to 
honeycomb,  has  given  to  it  the  name  of  favus. 

As  the  crust  thickens,  its  pressure  upon  the  sensitive  parts 
beneath  produces  irritation— heat,  and  tingling  are  experienced, 
followed  by  scratching,  causing  cracks  or  fissures,  in  which,  often 
large  numbers  of  pediculi  are  generated,  the  whole  emits  an 
ofiensive  odor,  which  by  some  has  been  compared  to  that  of 
mice,  and  by  others  to  the  urine  of  the  cat. 

"  The  crusts  are  hard  and  dry,  and  break  with  a  short  fracture, 
exhibiting  within  a  mealy  powder,  of  a  paler  yellow  color 
than  the  external  surface."  The  hair .  involved  in  the  crust 
begins  to  change  from  the  commencement  of  the  disease,  much  of 
it  falls  out,  and  those  that  remain  are  thin  and  pale.  If  the 
affection  is  old,  the  hair  will  not  be  reproduced ;  and  even  when 
it  is  cured  early,  the  hair  scarcely  ever  regains  its  normal 
appearance,  being  atrophied,  and  of  a  whitish  yellow  color. 

Cases  are  recorded,  where  all  of  the  scalp,  with  parts  of  the 
neck  and  forehead,  were  encased  in  one  large  yellow  crust,  at 
the  edges  of  which,  some  small  characteristic  favi  were  invariably 
seen. 

Causes — The  scrofulous  constitution  is  believed  by  some  to  be 
a  predisposing  cause.  Anything  that  will  cause  an  impoverished 
condition  of  the  system,  as  insufficient  or  bad  food,  residence  in 
damp  and  unwholesome  localities,  or  in  crowded,  dirty  and  ill- 
ventilated  apartments.  Alibert  thought  that  these  conditions 
alone,  without  contagion,  were  sufficient  to  produce  the  disease. 
But  the  majority  of  dematologists,  who  believe  in  the  vegetable 
nature  of  this  disease,  contend  that  it  is  produced  by  contagion, 
a  mealy  powder  or  sporules  being  the  media  of  transmission  ;  but 
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they  say  that  these  parsitical  fungi,  require  for  their  growth  a 
peculiar  soil,  and  this  is  found  in  individuals  of  a  peculiar  cachec- 
tic condition. 

Neligan  has  seen  numerous  instances  of  the  propagation  of 
favus  by  direct  contact,  from  child  to  child,  and  from  children  to 
adults.  Divergie  also  gives  analogous  cases,  where  several  persons 
were  affected  from  wearing  the  same  cap.  Cazenave  relates 
one  case,  of  its  occurring  spontaneously  upon  the  scrotum  of  a 
man. 

The  diagnoBis  of  this  affection  is  comparatively  easy.  No 
other  disease  presents  the  peculiar  sulphur-yellow  crusts  of  favus, 
— and  there  is  no  secretion  or  desquamation,  as  in  other  forms  of 
eruptions  upon  the  scalp.  At  its  commencement,  it  might  be 
mistaken  for  impetigo  ;  but  the  speedy  development  of  pustules 
in  the  latter,  will  readily  distinguish  it.  In  diflSculty,  the 
microscope  would  give  great  assistance.  Prognosis  is  only  unfa- 
vorable from  the  tenacity  of  the  disease,  and  the  atrophy  and  loss 
of  hair  which  it  induces.  Some  writers  think  that  it  has  a  deteri- 
orating effect  upon  the  mind  of  the  patient. 

Seat  and  Nature  of  Favus. — Erasmus  Wilson  pronounces  it  a 
disease  of  the  hair-follicles.  Cazenave  says  that  it  is  a  morbid 
secretion  of  the  crypts  which  open  into  the  pilous  canals.  Divergie 
contends  that  it  differs  from  all  other  cutaneous  diseases  by  being 
a  true  vegetable  production. 

Shoenlein,  of  Germany,  was  the  first  who  detected  its  vegetable 
nature,  and  Eobin,  of  Paris,  the  celebrated  microscopist,  has 
described  it  minutely,  and  represented  its  various  parts  by  accu- 
rate plates. 

Gruby,  Eemak,  and  J.  Hughs  Bennet,  have  induced  the  disease 
by  innoculation. 

Gruby  innoculated  the  bark  of  an  oak  with  the  granular  matter 
of  a  favus  crust,  and  succeeded  in  producing  a  morbid  production 
analogous  to  the  disease  on  the  child's  head  from  which  the 
granular  matter  was  taken  ;  this  was  presented  to  the  members 
of  the  French  Institute,  and  Divergie,  who  was  present,  says 
'*  that  its  nature  could  not  be  mistaken.'^ 

This  is  a  strange  phenomenon,  gentlemen,  and,  if  true,  is  it  not 
susceptible  of  improvement  ?     May  they  not  be  able  to  succeed 
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in  ingrafting  other  species  of  plants  upon  these  cr jptogamia  ?  K 
so  the  heads  of  our  heroes  could  be  crowned  with  a  wreath  of 
living  laurel.  But,  unfortunately,  some  diflSculty  may  be  encoun- 
tered in  divesting  it  of  the  oifensive  favus  odor.  Yet  this  may 
not  be  deemed  an  insuperable  objection,  for  some  of  the  laurels 
upon  the  heads  of  our  so-called  great  men  do  not  exhale  the  most 
delicious  perfume  in  the  world.     But  pardon  the  digression. 

Erasmus  Wilson,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  best  work 
in  the  English  language,  upon  cutaneous  diseases,  denies  the  con- 
tagion of  favus,  and  also  its  vegetable  nature.  He  reasons  well, 
and  adduces  many  facts  in  support  of  his  arguments.  He  shows 
the  analogy  between  the  cellular  tissue  of  vegetables  and  animals. 
He  says  that  depressing  causes  may  lower  the  vitality  of  nutri- 
tive power,  so,  as  in  favus,  it  may  assume  the  lowest  form  of 
organization  and  yet  not  be  vegetable.  His  reasoning  is  strong 
and  plausible,  and  has  the  adhesion  of  the  celebrated  M.  Cazenave. 
But  the  majority  of  dermatologists  believe  firmly  in  its  vegetable 
nature. 

Before  alluding  to  the  treatment,  I  will  give  you  the  opinion 
of  Divergie,  as  contained  in  his  excellent  recently  published  work : 

"  First,  Favus  is  a  disease  entirely  diflferent  from  eczema,  im- 
petigo, or  ptyriasis  of  the  scalp. 

Second,  This  disease,  the  original  cause  of  which  is  unknown, 
is  characterized  by  the  development  of  a  vegetable  production 
around  the  bulb  of  the  hair,  which  last  is  compressed  and  invaded 
by  it,  and  a  loss  of  more  or  less  hair  results. 

Third,  It  is  essentially  contagious,  and  is  transmitted  by  the 
organized  granules,  like  vegetables. 

Fourth,  It  is  mostly  a  disease  of  childhood  and  adolesence. 

Fifth,  Although  most  frequently  seated  upon  the  head  it  may 
be  developed  on  other  parts  of  the  body. 

Sixth,  It  never  furnishes  a  product  of  secretion  when  left  to 
itself,  but  may  do  so  if  subjected  to  the  influence  of  irritating 
ointments. 

Seventh,  It  may  get  well  spontaneously,  but  the  cure  thus 
obtained  is  only  at  an  advanced  age  of  life,  and  although  cured, 
the  disease  still  leaves  traces  of  its  existence,  by  atrophy,  or  loss 
of  hair. 
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Eighth,  It  is  one  of  the  cataneons  diseases  the  most  refractory 
to  treatment.^' 

l¥eaJbment — A  great  varietj  of  remedies  have  been  osed  in  the 
treatment  of  favus.  Many  writers  still  believe  that  the  removal 
of  all  the  hair  involved  in  the  crusts  is  indispensable  to  the  cnre. 
'  Methods  have  been  nsed  to  remove  the  hair  which  inflicted  great 
soffering  npon  the  patient — such  as  catting  the  hair  close,  then 
covering  with  some  strongly  adhesive  plaster,  and  after  remaining 
for  several  days,  was  violently  jerked  off,  palling  the  hairs  oat  of 
their  follicles.  Death  has  resalted  from  this  crael  mode  of  treat- 
ment. 

The  cdlebrated  OaloUey  so  mach  in  vogae  at  one  time,  and  prob- 
ably still  nsed  in  some  of  the  Earopean  ooantries,  consists  of  a 
mixture  of  rye  floar,  verdigris,  black  pepper,  rosin  andburgandy 
pitch ;  this  forms  a  very  adhesive  mixture.  Spread  upon  strong 
linen,  it  was  placed  upon  the  scalp,  and  after  remaining  for  three 
or  four  days,  it  was  forcibly  removed,  bringing  the  hair  with  it. 
Success  has  attended  its  use,  but  doubtless  the  disease  was,  in  some 
degree,  modified  by  some  of  the  ingredients  contained  in  the 
plaster. 

The  brothers  Mahon  succeeded  in  curing  many  cases.  Part  of 
their  treatment  consisted  in  the  use  of  depilatory  ointments, 
which  contained  quick  limei  They  required  eight  or  ten  months 
to  effect  a  cure. 

Plumb  advised  the  removal  of  hairs,  one  by  one ;  this  would  be 
rather  a  tedious  process.  Oazenave,  of  the  hospital  St.  Louis,  in 
Paris,  first  modifies  the  temperament  of  his  patient  by  the  use  of 
bitter  infusions,  iron  and  cod  liver  oiL  Locally — after  cutting  the 
hair,  poultices  are  applied  at  night,  and  alkaline  washes  are  used 
in  the  morning.  To  remove  crusts,  to  falicitat-e  the  removal  of 
the  hair,  he  uses  preparations  of  quick  lime  and  sulphuret  of  lime. 
When  the  crusts  are  off,  ointments  of  calomel,  etc.,  are  used. 
He  also  prescribed  emolient,  sulphur  and  alkaline  baths  during 
the  coarse  of  treatment.  He  generally  succeeds  in  curing  the 
disease  in  two  or  three  months.  Divergie,  of  the  same  hospital, 
uses  nearly  the  same  constitutional  treatment  as  M.  Gazenane. 
Locally — after  catting  the  hair,  he  uses  poultices,  greases  the 
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scalp  with  lard,  washes  with  soap  and  water,  etc,  nntQ  the  cinsts 
are  detached — uses  oinlmients  of  tanin  and  preparations  of  sine. 
Every  second  daj  he  prescribes  a  snlphnr  bath.     After  proceeding 
thns  for  a  fortnight,  he  increases  the  strength  of  the  ointments , 
and  removes  the  remaining  hair  with  the  forceps. 

Erasmns  Wilson  places  his  patient  under  better  hygienic  condi- 
tions— as  air,  exercise,  clothing  and  washing — gives  Tonics,  of 
which  he  prefers  Iron ;  he  also  uses  alteratives.  He  orders  the 
favns  cmsts  to  be  soaked  with  oil  at  bed-time,  and  to  be  washed 
with  soap  or  a  lotion  of  carbonate  of  soda  in  the  morning.  As  a 
local  application,  he  nses  the  ceratum  tiglii,  10  to  30  grains  to 
the  onnce,  or  the  ung.  hydrag.  nitratis,  diluted  one  half;  or  com- 
pound sulphur  ointment,  with  some  others.  The  oil  silk  cap  to  be 
worn.  He  says  that  the  hairs  do  not  act  as  irritants,  and  hence 
their  evulsion  is  not  required,  yet  he  boUeves  that  the  disease  is 
located  in  the  hair  follicles. 

I  will  now  give  you  the  treatment  proposed  by  Nelegan,  and 
which  will  be  adopted  for  this  case.  The  general  condition  of  our 
patient  has  been  much  improved  since  her  admission  into  the  wards 
of  the  hospital,  although  but  a  few  days  have  elapsed.  Her  diet 
will  continue  to  be  good,  but  will  consist  mostly  in  milk  and  farin- 
aceous articles  of  food. 

For  internal  medication — ^we will  put  heron  Nelegan's prescrip- 
tion of  iodide  of  arsenic : 

Vc.  Arsenid  lodidi,  one  grain. 
Mannae  durae,  six  grains. 
Mucilage,  q.  s.        Mix  ei  ft.  xij.  pills. 

Give  one  morning,  noon  and  night. 

A  careful  watch  must  be  observed  while  giving  this  or  any 
other  form  of  arsenic.  If  any  imtoward  symptom  should  appear, 
such  as  nausea,  vertigo,  numbness  in  any  part,  cramp  in  the  leg, 
oedoema,  etc.,  we  must  stop  the  use  of  the  article  for  a  few  days, 
and  then  resume  it. 

Locally — ^we  wiU  cat  her  hair  dose,  not  shave  it,  and  apply  flax- 
seed ponltioes  for  ten  or  twelve  hours.    Every  morning  the  part 
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will  be  washed  with  an  alkaline  solution,  (carbonate  of  potash,  oz, 
water,  Oi).  Then  apply  an  ointment,  composed  of  carbonate  pot- 
ash oz.,  lard  oz.,  glycerine  oz. — spread  upon  lint  and  applied  to  the 
part  diseased.  This  ointment  will  be  used  twice  daily — a  close- 
fitting  oil  silk  cap  to  be  worn.  By  these  means  we  may  succeed 
in  removing  the  crusts  in  two  or  three  days.  When  the  crusts 
are  off,  will  then  use  the  following: 

Qr    Iodide  of  Lead,  half  a  drachm. 
Lard,  one  ounce.         Mix  well. 

Spread  on  lint,  and  ^pply  morning  and  evening;  but  each 
application  preceded  by  washing  with  the  carbonate  of  potash 
solution. 

If  the  ointment  should  produce  too  much  irritation,  we  will 
omit  its  use  for  a  day  or  two,  and  then  resume  it ;  still  using 
however  the  alkaline  wash. 

Nelegan  recommends  to  use  the  ointment  of  this  strength  for 
about  a  fortnight,  and  then  to  increase  its  strength  a  little;  and 
after  conducting  the  treatment  in  this  manner  for  three  or  four 
weeks,  to  stop  the  use  of  all  applications,  and  watch  the  part  for 
several  days.  K  any  sign  of  favi  re-appears,  use  the  ointment  of 
double  strength.  He  insists  upon  the  constant  use  of  the  oil-silk 
cap  during  the  whole  course  of  treatment;  and  the  iodide  of 
arsenic  to  be  continued  until  we  are  certain  that  a  cure  has  been 
effected. 

November  19. 

Here  is  our  little  patient,  gentlemen,  whom  you  have  seen  from 
time  to  time  since  she  has  been  under  treatment. 

From  a  careful  inspection  of  her  head,  no  sign  of  favi  can  be 
detected ;  upon  the  spots  deprived  of  hair,  we  can  see  some  new 
hair  appearing,  it  is  sparse  and  thin — atrophied.  Her  general 
health  is  much  improved. 

I  think  we  can  say  that  the  cure  is  complete. 

[Note. — Cases  of  diseased  ankle  joint,  subsequent  to  injury;  yaricose  ulcers; 
and  others  of  interest,  have  been  before  the  class  in  this  Hospital  from  time  to 
tioM,  some  of  wMch  will  be  reported  in  a  future  number.] 
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REVIEWS   AND   NOTICES. 


Abt.  VnL — History  of  Medicine^  from  its  Origin  to  the  Nineteenth  Centtary,  with  an 
Appendix  containing  a  Philosophical  and  Historical  Review  of  Medicine  to  the  present 
time :  By  P.  V.  Renouabd,  M.  D.  Translated  from  tie  French  by  C.  G.  Cqmeoys, 
M.  D.,  Prof.  Inst.  Med.,  Miami  Med.  College.  Cincinnati:  Moore,  Wilstach, 
Keys  &  Co.  New  York:  Miller,  Orton  &  Mulligan.  Boston:  Whittemore, 
Niles  &  Hall.    Philadelaphia :  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co. 

"  The  student  of  M.  Benouard^s  History  (says  the  Brit,  and 
For.  Med.  Eev.,  of  which  twenty-one  pages  are  devoted  to  its 
notice)  may  make  much  of  it  **  **  *  for  the  contemplation 
of  such  a  coup  cPoeU  as  this  history  of  medical  progress  aflPords 
can  not  but  instruct  us.  He  may  conjure  up  the  dead,  mighty 
in  medical  art  and  science ;  he  may  pass  them  before  him  as  in 
a  panorama.  The  shadowy  forms  of  Egyptian  priests  will  head 
the  array ;  then  will  follow  the  scarcely  less  shadowy  Greek 
priesthood,  and  the  silent  and  contemplative  disciples  of  Pythar 
goras.  The  Cnidian,  and  then  the  Asclepiadse,  marshaled  by 
Hippocrates,  will  follow  then — Socrates,  Plato,  and  Aristotle, 
mingling  in  their  ranks.  Then,  once  more,  a  long  array  of 
Egyptian  sages  will  appear,  the  masters  of  the  Alexandrian 
School,  flanked  by  those  of  Pergamos,  with  a  multitude  of  dis- 
ciples. Pagan  and  Christian,  Asiatic  and  Latin.  Close  upon  these 
tread  the  Arabians,  intermingled  with  Greeks  of  the  declining 
empire ;  and  misty  forms  bring  up  the  rear,  a  motley,  commin- 
gled multitude.  On  they  pass,  until  again  Greek  figures  are 
visible,  marshaling  on  the  men  of  the  dawning  Middle  Ages. 
Strange  is  their  array !  Bearded  and  gowned  necromancers, 
cowled  priests,  short-frocked  bathmen  and  barbers,  hooded  women. 
Motley,  too,  their  banners.  The  symbols  of  Astrology  and  Chris- 
tianity are  written  on  them,  with  the  names  of  Aristotle,  Hippo- 
crates, and  Galen,  of  Plato,  Avicenna,  and  Paul  of  iBgina,  of 
Celsus,  Boetius,  and  Coelius  Aurelianus.  But  the  light  dawns 
more  brightly  as  the  panorama  moves  on,  and  Galileo,  Bacon, 
Yesalius,  and  Harvey,  and  Sydenham,  and  sages  whose  names 
are  as  familiar  to  the  student  as  his  own,  appear  in  the  scene. 
They  are  intermingled,  however,  with  Bosicrucians,  and  alchemists, 
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pretenders  and  fantastic  dreamers,  among  whom  we  recognize 
John  Brown  and  Mesmer,  Hahnemann,  and  oar  old  friend  Dick- 
son— he  of  *  Chronothermalism/  heing  both  last  and  least." 

The  History  of  Medicine,  by  M.  Renouard,  is  contemplated 
onder  three  grand  divisions  or  ages  :  Mrsty  the  Age  of  Foundation^ 
going  back  into  the  infancy  of  human  society,  and  while  all 
history  is  draped  in  obscurity  and  fable,  runs  through  a  long 
lapse  of  time,  and  finally  terminates  in  the  second  century  of  the 
Christian  Era.     This  first  Era  is  subdivided  into  five  periods : 
Mrsty  the  Primitive — gives  the  traces  of  Medicine  in  the  earliest 
times  and  records,  and  among  the  ancient  nations,  ending  with 
the  destruction  of  Troy,  nearly  twelve   hundred  years  before 
Christ.     Second,  the  Sacred  or  Mystic  Period,  treats  of  the  prao- 
iace  of  Medicine  and  medical  teaching  in  the  temples,  the  origin 
of  systems,  and  ending  with  the  dissolution  of  the  Pathagorian 
Society,  five  hundred  years  before  Christ.    Third,  is  the  Philosophic 
Period  ;  it  only  occupies  about  two  hundred  years  of  time,  but  it 
embraces  the  doctrines  of  Pythagoras,  and  the  systematic  arrange- 
ment of  Medical  Science,  by  the  master  mind  of  Hippocrates, 
notices  of  Plato  and  Aristotle,  and  ending  with  the  foundation  of 
the  Alexandrian  Library.     Fourih,  the  Anatomical  Period,  begins 
with  the  School  and  Library  at  Alexandria  and  comes  down  to 
the  death  of  Galen.     This  brings  us  to  the  Second  Great  Era — 
the  Age  of  H'ansition,  and  this  is  again  divided  into  the  Greek 
Period  and  Arabic  Period — comprising  the  times  of  Alexander 
of  Tralles,  Avicenna,  Albucasis,  the  burning  of  the  Alexandrian 
Library,  and  coming  down  to  the  revival  of  letters.     The  third 
Era  is  the  Age  of  Renovation,  and  brings  the  history  of  Medicine 
down  to  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century.     We  have  this  Era 
divided  into,  seventh,  the  Ervdite  Period,  and  treats  of  those 
events  that  grew  out  of  the  revival  of  letters  ;  we  find  chapters 
on  the   Humanist   Physicians,   Anatomy,   Hygiene,   Pathology, 
Clinics,  Occult  Sciences,  together  with  notices  of  Vesalius,  Am- 
brose Pare,  Paracelsus,  and  various  lesser  lights.     Eighth,  the 
Rriod  of  Iteform,  comprises   the   seventeenth   and   eighteenth 
centuries,  and  is  rich  in  trophies  of  our  profession.     Thus,  in 
chap.  I,  we  have  notices  of  William  Harvey,  and  the  circulation 
of  the  blood,  of  Glisson,  Van  Haller,  and  John  Hunter ;  in  chap. 
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II  we  hare  sections  on  innoculation,  Jenner,  and  raeeination.  We 
have  notices  of  Bichat,  Cullen,  and  Bcerhaave,  of  Bacon  and 
Locke  —  Hoffman,  Cullen,  and  Brown  —  Lind,  Chalmers,  and 
Daniel  Drake.  Added  to  the  whole  are  materials  and  reflections 
upon  the  History  of  the  First  Half  of  the  Present  Century,  in 
the  form  of  an  Appendix.  We  have  heen  thus  full  in  our 
synopsis  of  the  great  work  of  M.  Benouard,  because  of  our  esti- 
mate of  its  intrinsic  worth  and  yalue  to  the  profession ;  it  is  a 
work  that  we  have  been  anticipating,  in  its  English  dress,  for 
some  time,  and  with  much  interest.  We  should  be  glad  if  we 
could  spare  space  to  give  a  more  general  analysis  than  the  brief 
summary  which  indicates  its  scope  so  meagerly.  We  have  had 
brief  compendiums  of  Medical  History  heretofore;  this  is  the  only 
complete  and  elaborate  work  that  truly  goes  over  the  whole  field. 
It  would  be  a  matter  of  great  satisfaction  if  we  could  spare  room 
to  speak  at  length  of  the  manner  in  which  Prof.  Comegys,  the 
American  editor  and  translator,  has  performed  his  part.  We  da 
know  personally  that  he  has  been  most  assiduous  and  untiring  in 
his  labors  preparing  the  work  for  the  press,  and  supervising  its 
issue,  and  it  will  be  sufficient  to  say  that  his  friends  have  not 
been  disappointed  in  their  expectations  of  his  ability.  We  also 
.take  pleasure  in  calling  attention  to  the  translator's  preface,  con- 
taining, as  it  does,  so  good  a  summary  of  medical  progress  in  the 
past,  and  breathing  so  hopeful  a  spirit  for  the  future.  This  is  a 
book  that  we  hope  will  receive  the  cordial  support  of  the  profes- 
sion in  particular,  and  of  literary  men  in  general,  as  its  interest 
is  by  no  means  confined  to  the  medical  fraternity.  Wo  close  with 
a  paragraph  from  the  translator's  preface.  After  alluding  to  the 
increased  longevity  of  the  human  race,  through  the  labors  of  our 
Science,  he  adds :  "  Who  supposes  its  power  to  benefit  mankind 
can  not  be  immensely  augmented?  Who  is  content  that  it 
should  be  stationary  ?  Certainly  not  medical  men.  Its  higher 
success  is  the  dream  of  their  lives;  they  gaze  into  a  hopeful 
future,  and  are  filled  with  glowing  and  bright  pictures  of  the 
era  when  this  Science  shall  be 

**  *  Above  the  reach  of  sacrilegious  hands, 
Whose  honors  with  increase  of  ages  grow, 
As  streams  roll  down,  enlarging  as  they  flow.' " 
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Art.  IX. — The  Obttebie  Memoirs  and  Contributions  of  James  Y.  Simpson,  M.  D. 
F.  R.  S.  E.,  Professor  of  Wdwifery  in  the  Univerdty  of  Edinburgh  cte.,  etc.  Edited 
by  W.  0.  Priestly,  M.  D.,  Edinburg,  former  Vice  President  of  the  Parisian 
Medical  Society,  and  Horatio  R.  Storer,  M.  D.,  Boston,  U.  S.,  one  of  the  Phy- 
sicians to  the  Boston  Lying-in  Hospital,  Members  of  the  Medico-Ghirurgical 
and  Obstetrical  Societies  of  Edinburg,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  Vol.  L,  pp.  766 ;  Phila- 
delphia, J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  1855. 

There  is  probably  no  writer  of  the  present  time,  on  Obstet- 
rics and  kindred  branches  who  is  attracting  as  much  attention 
as  the  one  before  ns,  and  whose  works  will  be  more  eagerly 
sought  after.  As  an  innovator  in  Obstetrical  science,  he  has 
taken  the  lead ;  many  of  his  suggestions  are  calculated  to  startle 
the  timid,  and  cause  distrust  even  among  those  who  are  disposed 
to  progress  in  Medicine.  His  views  and  course  of  proceedure, 
have,  in  many  instances,  been  severely  criticised,  and  frequently 
with  an  asperity  of  feeling  illy  calculated  to  insure  truthful 
results.  Through  all  this,  he  has  maintained  his  positions,  with 
great  ability,  even  if  he  has  not  come  oflF  victorious.  His  industry 
and  originality  can  not  fail  to  leave  an  impression  on  Medicine, 
superior  to  any  modern  author  ;  and  we  hail  with  pleasure,  this 
volume,  containing  his  views,  that  have  not  heretofore  been  accessi- 
ble to  most  of  us,  on  account  of  their  being  scattered  through  the 
pages  of  periodicals,  most  of  which  were  out  of  print.  It  supplies 
a  want  felt  by  all  who  have  taken  an  ii^terest  in  professional 
matters. 

Our  limits  will  not  permit  us  to  enter  at  length  into  any 
thing  like  a  review  of  this  book,  and  we  must  therefore  content 
ourself  with  a  brief  allusion  to  its  scope,  and  some  of  the  most 
important  innovations  introduced  by  Prof  Simpson. 

The  work  is  divided  into  three  parts. 

Part  1 — Eelates  to  the  Special  Pathology  of  the  Unimpreg- 
nated  Uterus,  and  contains  articles  on  forty-four  diflferent  sub- 
jects, embracing  many  of  the  most  important  that  will  come 
under  the  notice  of  the  practitioner  of  Medicine. 

Part  2 — Is  upon  subjects  connected  with  the  Physiology  and 
Pathology  of  Pregnancy,  and  contains  five  separate  articles. 

Part  3 — Embraces  matters  connected  with  Natural  and  Morbid 
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Parturition,  under  thirty-four  heads.  A  few  of  the  most  important 
proposed  improyements  may  be  alluded  to  briefly. 

In  1844,  Dr.  Simpson  proposed,  in  certain  cases  of  placenta 
prsevia,  the  extraction  of  the  placenta  before  the  child. 

In  1845,  the  use  of  alkaline  salts  in  placental  Phthisis. 

In  1847,  the  operation  of  turning  as  an  alterative  for  cra- 
niotomy. 

And,  in  the  same  year,  the  use  of  ansesthetics  in  labor. 

In  1843,  the  Uterine  Sound  was  proposed  in  uterine  diag- 
nosis. 

And,  in  the  same  year,  the  treatment  of  displacement  by  intro- 
uterine  pessaries. 

In  1844,  the  incision  of  the  cervix  uteri,  in  obstructive  dys- 
menorrhea. 

And  in  1849,  the  employment  of  sponge  tents  to  expose  intro- 
uterine  polyphi. 

To  say  that  he  has  established  his  views  on  all  these  subjects, 
would  not  be  true.  That  a  portion  are  now  acknowledged  to  be 
valuable  contributions,  must  be  admitted  beyond  a  doubt,  while 
others  must  be  held  subject  to  further  investigation.  The  intro- 
uterine  pessary,  for  instance,  we  think  may  very  justly  be  con- 
sidered as  at  least  a  doubtful  instrument,  even  if  its  unsafeness 
has  not  been  demonstrated.  On  this  point,  however,  much  must 
be  conceded  to  him;  and  before  we  condemn  it,  be  sure  that  the 
instrument  has  been  fairly  tried,  as  recommended  by  the  author. 
This  book  contains  aU  of  Dr.  Simpson's  Obstetric  writings,  up  to 
April,  1855,  with  but  a  single  exception:  and  this  series,  which 
was  written  for  the  Library  of  Medicine,  he  now  considers  of  sec- 
ondary value. 

This  author,  who  is  not  yet  forty-four  years  of  age  has  achieved 
more  than  most  men  in  a  long  life-time.  The  value  of  some  of 
his  contributions,  it  is  true,  are  yet  to  be  determined ;  but  they 
can  not  be  passed  over  without  an  examination,  and  when  sub- 
jected to  the  crucible  of  professional  experience,  we  have  a  strong 
faith  that  most  of  them  will  be  found  on  the  side  of  truth. 

Every  practitioner  who  is  ambitious  to  keep  pace  with  the 
progress  of  his  profession,  must  possess  and  read  this  work. 

For  sale  by  Truman  &  Spofford,  Main  street. 
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Abt.  X. — Principles  of  Human  Physiology ^  mth  their  chief  Application  to  Psychology ^ 
Pathology ^.  TherapeuHcSf  Hygiene^  and  Forensic  Medidnct  l»/  Wm.  B.  Carpenteb, 
M.  D.,  F.  B.  S.,  etc.,  etc.  A  new  American,  from  the  last  London  edition ; 
two  hundred  and  sixty-one  illustrations.  Edited,  with  additions,  by  Francis 
O.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Institutes  of  Medicine  in  the  Medical  Department 
of  Pennsylyania  College,  etc. :    Philadelphia,  Blanchard  and  Lea,  1855. 

The  highest  compliment  that  can  he  extended  to  this  great 
work  of  Dr.  Carpenter,  is  to  call  attention  to  this,  another  new 
edition,  which  the  favorable  regard  of  the  profession  has  called 
for.  Carpenter  is  the  standard  authority  on  Physiology,  and  no 
physician  or  medical  student  will  regard  his  library  as  complete, 
without  a  copy  of  it. 

The  present  edition  is  under  the  careful  supervision  of  Profes- 
sor F.  G.  Smith,  as  American  editor,  and  brings  up  the  newest 
discoveries  and  latest  additions  to  the  science. 

For  sale  by  H.  W.  Derby. 


Abt.  XI. — CUnical  Lectures  on  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  CMLdren^  by  Gunning  S. 
Bedford,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics,  the  Diseases  of  Women  and 
Children,  and  Clinical  Midwifery,  in  the  University  of  New  York — "  Medicut 
curat  morboSf  natura  sanatj^ — Hippocrates.  Second  £dition  :  New  York,  S.  S.  & 
W.  Wood,  1866.    8  vo.,  pp.  660. 

From  the  preface  to  Dr.  Bedford's  book,  we  learn  that  in  the 
fall  of  1850,  he  established  an  Obstetric  Clinic  in  connection  with 

r 

his  chair,  in  the  University  of  New  York,  which  has  been  in  suc- 
cessful operation  from  that  time  to  this — ^being  held  every  Mon- 
day throughout  the  year,  excepting  about  six  weeks ;  that,  in 
that  time,  about  eight  ikoumnd  cases  of  disease  have  been  pre- 
sented to  his  classes ;  and  this  volume  is,  so  to  speak,  an  epitome 
of  those  cases,  as  discussed  and  treated  in  this  clinic.  The  lec- 
tures were  taken  down,  verbatim,  as  delivered,  and  have,  from 
time  to  time,  already  appeared  in  the  American  Lancet,  The  fact 
that  these  lectures  have  gone  to  a  second  edition  in  the  short 
space  of  three  months,  sufficiently  attests  the  favor  they  are 
receiving  at  the  hands  of  the  profession. 

As  has  been  very  well  remarked,  "  Clinical  instruction  must  be 
considered  as  an  indispensable  branch  in  every  scheme  for  a  com- 
plete course  of  Medical  Education ; "  and  while  we  very  cheerfully 


\ 
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commend  this  work  to  our  readers,  as  being  rich  and  full 
with  practical  suggestions  in  the  treatment  of  disease  at  the  bed- 
side, and  full  of  brief,  running  commentaries  even,  it  by  no 
means  supplies  the  necessity  for  a  personal  study  of  cases  at  the 
bed-side.  This  work  of  Dr.  Bedford's  can,  of  course,  from  its 
very  nature,  never  become  a  text-book,  any  more  than  a  Medical 
journal  is ;  but  it  will  be  a  very  pleasant  source  of  reference  for 
physicians,  in  the  hurry  and  press  of  full  practice. 

We  should  be  glad  to  quote  some  paragraphs,  exhibiting  both 
the  style  and  sentiment  of,  the  author ;  for  want  of  room,  how- 
ever, we  simply  indicate  the  topics  of  a  single  lecture  (of  which 
there  are  thirty),  taken  at  random:  Lboturb  VII. —  Critical 
period  of  Female  Life  ;  Final  Cessation  of  the  Menstrual  Func- 
tions; Sympathetic  Cough  from  Intestinal  Worms;  Pulse  of 
Disease  and  Pulse  of  Momentary  Excitement;  Induration  of 
neck  of  the  Womb ;  Prolapsus  Uteri,  caused  by  jumping  from 
a  carriage ;  Mennorhagia  during  lactation  ;  Palpitation  of  the 
Heart  in  a  girl  of  thirteen  years  of  age ;  Opthalmia  Neonatorum, 
in  an  infant ;  Chorea,  in  a  girl  aged  ten  years,  from  Intestinal 
Irritation. 

For  sale  by  Moore,  Wilstach,  Keys  &  Overend. 


Abt.  XIL — Medical  Lexicon  of  Terminology:  being  a  complete  vocabulary  of  defi- 
nitions, including  all  the  technical  terms  employed  by  writers  and  teachers  of 
Medical  Science  at  the  present  day,  and  comprising  several  hundreds  of  words 
not  found  in  any  other  dictionery ;  designed  for  the  use  of  students  and  prac- 
titioners, by  D.  Meredith  Reese,  M.  D.,  Resident  Physician  of  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital, New  York,  Editor  of  Cooper's  Surgical  Dictionary,  etc.  Third  Edition : 
New  York,S.  S.  &  W.  Wood,  261  Pearl  street,  1866. 

This  little  volume  commends  itself  to  our  notice,  as  a  convenient 
and  remarkably  complete  Table  or  Pocket  Companion.  In  order  to 
abridge  this  work  into  its  present  compact  shape,  the  briefest  defi- 
nitions have  been  given,  consistent  with  clearness,  and  all  references 
to  etymology  are  omitted,  while  many  obsolete  words  are  altogether 
excluded.  For  these,  the  student  is  referred  to  the  large  and 
standard  works,  which  this  little  work  by  no  means  attempts  to 
displace. 

For  sale  by  Moore,  Wilstach,  Keys  &  Overend. 
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EDITORIAL  AND  MISCELLANY. 


SALUTATION. 

We  are  in  the  midst  of  a  bustling,  active,  pushing  age. 
Incentives  to  the  progressive  stimulate  us  on  all  sides.  This  is 
true  in  commerce,  it  is  true  in  inventive  discoveries,  and  it  is 
true  in  all  those  matters  pertaining  to  the  profession  of  medicine ; 
at  no  time  has  scientific  research  ever  been  carried  on  with  greater 
vigor  or  energy.  Doubtless  much  that  we  dignify  with  the  title 
of  medical  progress  is  fallacious,  and  much  more  will  in  its  turn 
prove  knavish.  Systems  of  quackery  never  more  abounded  than 
in  this  busy  whirl  of  an  eventful  period ;  yet  even  these  con- 
siderations exhibit  an  active,  restless  spirit  pervading  the  great 
deep  of  human  thought  and  enterprise,  out  of  which  ultimately 
the  store-house  of  truth  will  surely  gamer  its  harvest  of  treasure. 

It  was  the  gratifying  expression  of  a  venerable  member  of  the 
profession,  that  medical  science  was  at  this  day  making  more 
rapid  advancements  toward  perfection,  than  at  any  former  period 
of  medical  history.  We  believe  this  is  true,  and  further,  that 
the  grand  march  of  attainment  in  the  past,  as  well  as  the 
advancements  of  to-day,  are  through  the  inspiration  and  genius  of 
scientific  medicine.  We  are  not  of  that  number  who  fancy  medi- 
cal science  to  have  by  any  means  arrived  at  perfection.  Grand 
outlines  or  way-marks  have  doubtless  been  as  truly  fixed  in  medi- 
cine as  in  mathematics  or  natural  philosophy,  and  the  corps  de 
observation  of  our  profession,  with  a  laudable  esprit,  are  continually 
filling  up  the  details  of  the  work.  We  believe  these  continuous, 
steady  steps  of  progress  will  still  be  found  henceforth,  as  in  the 
past  and  the  present,  marked  in  the  history  of  the  Regular  Pro- 
fession. 

In  this  day  of  multiplied  medical  books,  medical  gazettes, 
and  medical  schools,  these  general  refiections  seem  sufiScient 
by  way  of  apology  for  the  appearance  of  a  new  medical  journal, 
as  a  new  monthly  expositor  and  record  of  these  stiring  days  of 
action  and  event ;  feeling,  besides,  a  settled  conviction  that  people 
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do  not  80  much  care  or  inquire  why  an  enterprise  is  projected,  as 
TuAV  it  is  accompUshecL 

Our  position  will  be  as  defenders  and  promoters  of  scientific  medi- 
cine in  its  broadest,  progressive,  and  orthodox  sense.  The  code 
of  ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Association  shall  receive  our 
hearty  support.  Medical  politics  will  not  be  overlooked  where  the 
interests  of  the  profession  are  involved,  but  private  advantage  can 
receive  no  support  from  this  journal,  unless  inseparably  connected 
with  the  general  good.  It  will  cease  to  regard  its  due  self-respect 
when  it  becomes  the  organ  or  exponent  of  any  faction,  sect,  or 
clique.  It  will  labor  and  hope  to  be  the  organ  of  all  those  that 
love  our  profession ;  to  represent  its  active,  working  membership ; 
in  all  things  to  occupy  a  high,  honorable,  and  worthy  position. 
Beyond  these  general  remarks  we  prefer  to  make  no  special 
promises  for  the  future,  but  rather  let  the  work  speak  for  itself, 
with  the  full  confidence  that  the  profession  will  judge  and  reward 
us  according  to  our  deserts.  In  this  spirit  we  extend  a  cordial  hand 
of  fellowship  to  our  co-workers  everywhere,  and  solicit  from  them 
in  reciprocity  their  kindness,  their  indulgence,  their  hopeful 
diarity,  their  working  friendship. 


Clvbs — We  call  special  attention  to  the  very  liberal  terms 
offered  to  Clubs;  five  copies  for  gS  of  a  handsome  first  class  Med- 
ical Journal,  is  placing  the  terms  at  the  very  lowest  figure  con- 
sistent; too  low,  unless  a  liberal  patronage  is  afforded.  We 
desire  on  account  of  the  interest  of  all  concerned  to  have  general 
returns  by  the  15th  of  January. 

We  send  a  large  issue  out  to  most  of  the  Physicians  of  this 
valley ;  those  who  do  not  desire  to  take  the  Observer,  will  confer 
a  favor  on  the  publisher  by  either  returning  this  number,  or  signi- 
fying their  wish  by  some  other  mode.  The  number  is  worth  a 
brief  three  line  letter  and  stamp,  and  we  wish  to  hear  from  every 
one  receiving  it  either  pro  or  con, 

Wb  have  received  a  copy  of  S.  S.  ^  Wm.  Woodff  Catabgue 
of  Medical  Boohs,  It  makes  a  neat  volume  of  150  pages,  bound 
in  flexible  doth.     Upon  post  paid  application  to  the  Publishers, 
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261  Pearl  si,  N.  Y.,  the  catalogue  will  he  sent  to  any  one  free 
of  postage. 

Nelatonh  Clinical  Lectfures  on  Surgery — i&  received  from  the 

publishing  house  of  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.; — as  also  from  the 
same  house,  Oohineau^s  Moral  and  Intellectual  Diversity  of  the 
Maces,  translated  by  Sotz,  and  edited  by  Nott,  of  Mobile — both 
too  late  for  an  examination  in  time  for  notice  in  this  number. 

We  have  had  an  unexpectedly  large  supply  of  contributions 
£rom  which  to  make  up  our  first  number,  for  which  our  friends 
will  please  accept  our  hearty  thanks,  trusting  we  shall  continue 
to  receive  many  repetitions  of  like  favors. 

Our  Achnowledgments — are  due  to  friends  for  prompt  mani- 
festations of  kindness,  especially  to  cotemporaries  and  publishing 
houses,  even  anticipating  our  first  issue.  We  desire  particularly 
to  return  our  hearty  thanks  to  Messrs.  Lindsay  &  Blackiston,  of 
Philadelphia,  for  favors  extended  so  freely  and  cordially ;  and  to 
all  our  friends  every  where,  who  have  felt  an  interest  in  our 
success,  we  respectfully  extend  a  hand  of  friendship,  and  trust  we 
may  be  able  to  return  these  favors  and  obligations  with  usury. 

How  to  Nurse  SicJc  Children — intended  especially  as  a  help  to 
the  nurses  at  the  hospital  for  sick  children ;  but  containing  direc- 
tions which  may  be  found  of  service  to  all  who  may  have  charge 
of  the  young. 

For  sale  by  Moore,  Wilstach,  Keys  &  Overend. 

Our  Cover  Design. — The  old  Grecian  city  of  Epidaurus  was 
noted  chiefly  for  its  temple  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  ^Esculapius. 
*'  In  the  temple  at  Epidaurus,  there  was  a  statue  of  colossal  size, 
representing  the  god  of  Medicine,  under  the  figure  of  an  old 
man  seated  on  a  throne,  holding  in  one  hand  a  scepter,  and  restr 
ing  the  other  on  the  head  of  an  enormous  serpent.  A  dog,  an 
emblem  of  vigilance,  reposed  at  his  feet."  Our  artist  has 
attempted  to  give  this  idea  in  the  design,  and  has  succeeded  very 
well.  The  serpent  is  Disease,  under  the  dominion  of  Medicine  ; 
and  the  whole  grouping  we  think  is  very  appropriate  for  our 
purpose. 
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Miami  Medical  College  of  Cincinnati. — ^We  are  requested  to 
state  that  the  Clinic  of  the  Dispensary  attached  to  this  College,  and 
at  the  St.  John's  Hotel  for  Invalids,  will  be  continued  throughout 
the  year ;  and  in  conjunction  with  them,  a  Spring  and  Summer 
course  of  lectures  will  be  delivered  by  the  Lecturers  of  the  Medical 
Institute  of  Oincinnatif  in  the  College  Building,  commencing 
early  in  March,  and  continuing  three  and  a  half  months. 

This  instruction  will  be  considered  as  a  portion  of  the  regular 
course  of  the  College,  and  for  which  no  extra  charge  will  be 
made,  except  to  those  who  may  wish  to  take  it  without  the  win- 
ter course,  in  which  case,  the  fee  will  be  twenty  dollars. 

There  will  be  three  lectures  on  four  days  in  the  week,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  daily  Clinics. 

This  opportunity  will  be  valuable  to  students  who  wish  to  spend 
the  Spring  and  Summer  in  the  city. 


4   ♦♦  »  »- 


Bromide  of  Potassium  in  Spermatorrhoea. — One  of  the  Ed- 
itors of  this  Journal  has  recently  been  using  the  Bfomide  of 
PotasBium  in  Spermatorrhoea,  with  happy  eflfects.  He  exhibits  it 
in  doses  of  four  grains,  in  solution,  three  or  four  times  in  twenty- 
four  hours.  It  was  conjoined  with  the  use  of  cold  water  injec- 
tions into  the  rectum,  so  as  to  empty  it.  A  light  vegetable  diet 
was  also  directed.  The  result,  in  all  cases  of  its  -use,  was 
satisfactory. 


*  m%^¥ 


Antidote  to  Strychnine. — Wm.  Nick  Pindell,  M.  D.,  has 
communicated  to  the  Editor  of  the  American  Medical  Journal^ 
some  experiments  indicating  lard  as  a  sure  and  Sufficient  antidote 
to  the  poisonous  effects  of  strychnine.  In  the  first  place,  he  had 
administered  "  one  grain  of  strychnine,"  on  meat,  to  a  dog,  wish- 
ing to  cause  its  death.  A  jar  of  lard  was  accidentally  placed  near 
the  meat — the  dog  partook  of  both,  and  did  not  die.  The  experi- 
ment was  repeated  several  times,  with  dogs  and  cats,  and  with 
the  same  result;  portions  of  the  same  strychnine  were  given 
when  there  was  no  access  to  the  lard,  and  death  promptly 
followed. 
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PUBLISHEB'S    CABD. 


The  Publisher  of  the  "  Medical  Observer ''  congratulates  him- 
self and  the  friends  of  this  Journal,  upon  the  favorable  auspices 
under  which  its  first  number  makes  its  appearance.  We  feel 
assured  that  every  arrangement  has  been  anticipated  and  pro- 
vided for,  to  secure  a  first-class  Medical  Journal.  As  an  indica- 
tion of  what  may  be  expected,  we  may  remark,  that  we  are  prom- 
ised a  series  of  articles  from  Dr.  S.  Hanbury  Smith,  on  Mineral 
Waters,  of  which  the  first  appears  in  this  number ;  also  a  series 
of  articles  on  the  Chemistry  of  the  Urine,  by  Prof.  Foote.  Other 
gentlemen  of  standing  in  the  profession,  are  also  pledged  as 
regular  contributors.  Dr.  E.  Williams  will  furnish  a  series  of 
translations  from  European  journals,  on  Opthalmic  Surgery; 
Dr.  Krouse  translations  from  German  journals,  and  Prof  Mur- 
phy from  French  journals.  Eeports  of  the  Clinical  Lectures  of 
Profs.  MusSEY  and  Judkins  will  also  appear.  We  have  partial 
arrangements  for  regular  foreign  correspondence. 

Two  SM  Engraved  Portraits. — We  shall  publish  two  elegant 
steel  engraved  portraits  in  this  volume.  The  first,  that  of  the 
late  Prof.  Drake,  will  appear  in  the  next  number — we  had  hoped 
to  have  it  appear  in  the  present  number,  but  could  not  eflect  the 
arrangement  in  time — the  other,  that  of  the  distinguished  and 
venerable  Prof  Mussey,  will  appear  during  the  year.  On  account 
of  the  extra  expense,  we  shall  only  issue  a  number  of  the  next 
month,  limited  to  what  we  expect  will  equal  the  demand ;  and 
those  who  wish  to  secure  these  engravings,  will  be  wise  to  send  in 
their  names  promply,  that  we  may  know  exactly  how  many  to 
issue. 

Inasmuch  as  we  place  the  subscription  price  very  hw,  only  itvo 
dollars  per  year,  in  advance,  the  cash  principle  must  of  necessity  be 
our  rule — and  to  whatever  extent  we  vary  from  this  rule,  is 
strictly  ex  gratia. 

To  Clubs — As  additional  inducement  for  prompt  subscription 
and  prompt  joayment,  we  oflfer  to  send  the  "  Observer^^  to  dubs  of 


five  for  «'i/A'  doUari ;  and  postage  will  be  paid  on  all  sabscrip- 
tions  paid  in  advance.  Money  mailed  in  presence  of  the  post- 
master, remitted  at  the  risk  of  the  Publisher, 

The  "  Ohierser "  Will  contain  forty-eight  pages  of  reading 
matter,  in  each  monthly  number,  making  a  handsome  volume  in 
the  year,  of  nearly  six  hundred  pages.  The  preaent  h  a  sample  | 
of  the  style  of  typography,  paper,  and  general  appearance,  except 
that  the  Publiaher  will  study  to  improve  all  these  whenever  they 
can  be.  The  price  current  of  Geo.  M.  Dixon,  druggist  of  this 
city,  will  be  attached  to  the  next  number. 

Wo  solicit  short,  practical,  pithy  articles,  and  reports  of  cases 
from  the  profession ;  also  reports  of  the  proceedings  of  local  aooi- 
eties.  To  all  correspondenta — we  request  as  a  favor  to  the 
printer,  to  write  technical  phrases,  proper  tianiet,  and  the  like, 
very  'plain. 

Once  more,  and  finally,  friends,  wo  expect  to  make  nothing  pecu- 
niarily from  this  publication.  As  fast  as  the  receipts  justify,  we 
shall  add  to  its  attractive  features.  We  enter  upon  it  as  a  matter 
con  amore.  Will  yoa  stand  by  us  ?  All  we  ask  is  one  thousand 
prompt,  advance^aying  Bubscribers  for  the  first  year. 


Imperial  Obstethics. — Antoine  Dubois,  the  celebrated  accouch- 
eur, encountered  the  greatest  difficulties  in  his  youth,  and  rose  to 
hia  high  position  by  his  own  indefatigable  efforts.  Tho  Emperor 
Napoleon  employed  him  to  officiate  on  the  occasion  of  the  birth  of 
his  son.  Strange  to  aay,  the  presentation,  in  Maria  Louisa's 
case,  was  by  the  hip;  and  our  obstetric  friends  will  appreciate  the 
dismay  of  Dubois,  when  he  found,  in  this  momentous  instance,, 
a  presentation  which,  according  to  Merriman,  occurs  but  once  in 
eighteen  hundred  cases.  Dubois  requested  a  consultation,  but 
the  Emperor  replied :  "  K  you  were  not  here,  you  would  instantly 
be  sent  for.  Go  back,  and  treat  the  Empress  as  you  would  & 
baker's  wife."  Dubois  proceeded  to  effect  the  podalic  version, 
but  when  the  head  entered  the  excavation,  it  became  completely 
locked.  Instead  of  using  gentle  tractions,  as  recommeded  by 
some,  the  accoucheur  introduced  the  forceps  and  delivered  rapidly. 
Seven  fearful  minutes  elapsed  before  the  child  breathed,  and  by 
a  cry  put  an  end  to  the  anxiety  of  the  Emperor  and  Dubois.  The 
latter  was  made  Baron,  and  received  a  fee  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars. 


THE 


CnCIMATI  MEDICAL  OBSEEYEE. 


VoL.L]  FEBRUARY,  1856.  [No.  2. 


OBIGINAL    COMMUNICATIONS. 


Art.  L     On  an  Amendment  to  the  ConatittUion  of  the  ^*  American 
Medical  Association.^^    By  L.  D.  Sheets,  M.  D.,  Liberty,  Ind. 

At  the  last  meetiiig  of  the  '^  American  Medical  Association," 
the  following  resolution  was  offered : 

^*  Resolved,  That  the  constitution  of  this  association  be  so 
amended  as  to  require  all  delegates,  before  being  allowed  a  seat 
in  said  association,  to  satisfy  the  proper  authorities  that  the  soci- 
eties which  they  represent,  require  graduation  as  the  "«n€  qtia 
non"  to  membership  therein;  and  that  no  person  can  become  a 
fermanent  member,  a  member  by  invitation,  or  can  be  received  as 
a  delegate  from  any  other  body,  unless  he  be  a  graduate  of  some 
respectable  medical  school." 

The  object  contemplated  in  this  resolution  has  a  vast  and 
important  bearing  upon  the  elevation  of  the  profession  of  medi- 
cine; but  I  fear  many  of  our  brethren,  owing  to  a  want  of  reflec- 
tion and  investigation,  do  not  realize  its  importance ;  some  are 
indifferent,  while  others,  on  account  of  local  interests^  even 
oppose  it. 

According  to  the  "  plan  of  organization  "  of  the  "  American 

Medical  Association,"  this  amendment  will  not  be  acted  upon 

witil  shortly  before  the  close  of  its  next  session ;  at  this  stage  of 
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its  proceedings,  every  thing  is  so  hastily  disposed  of  ihat  it  woald 
be  impossible  to  present  any  arguments  in  its  favor,  and  bestow 
upon  it  the  consideration  its  importance  demands.  For  these 
reasons  I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  medical  press  to  present  a  few 
reasons  in  favor  of  its  adoption. 

The  grand  design  of  this  amendment  is,  to  cause  the  adoption 
of  a  similar  one  in  local  societies ;  to  purify  them,  and  elevate 
the  profession,  by  bringing  into  its  ranks  a  better  class  of  men ; 
it  is,  in  fact,  more  particularly  intended  to  aflfect  the  profession 
hereafter,  than  at  present.     . 

I  shaU,  in  the  first  place,  present  a  few  reasons  for  its  passage 
in  the  "  American  Medical  Association,"  and  then  show  its  hear- 
ing upon  local  societies,  and  thus  upon  the  individual  members  of 
the  profession. 

The  great  parent  society  then  should  be  exemplary  in  all  partic- 
ulars ;  it  should  set  a  better  example  to  its  children  ;  it  should  have 
at  heart  the  well-being  of  the  profession  ;  it  should  be  unexcep- 
tionable— ^pure. 

It  should  not  be  a  stumbling-block  to  local  societies.  The  fact 
that  graduation  is  not  required  of  its  members,  has  been  used  as 
an  argument  against  requiring  it  in  local  societies.  It  is  looked 
upon  as  the  great  model,  and  it  should  not  deceive  those  who  are 
guided  by  its  counsels. 

It  should  use  every  means  to  elevate  the  profession.  And 
graduation  is  surely  one  of  these  means.  When  this  is  necessary 
to  become  a  respectable  member  of  the  profession,  a  better  class 
of  students  will  come  to  our  offices ;  we  will  send  better  classes  to 
our  colleges ;  and  they,  in  turn,  will  furnish  the  country  with 
better  practitioners. 

It  should  be  consistent !  It  seems  to  have  a  care  over  the 
schools.  It  has  advised  an  extension  of  the  term  of  study ;  but 
why  not  rather  induce  or  compel  an  attendance  upon  the  courses 
now  furnished  by  the  schools  ?  Where  is  the  reason  for  com- 
pelling some  to  study  longer,  while  others  are  not  required  to  study 
at  all,  or,  at  least,  only  so  long  as  they  see  fit,  when  all  are 
finally  placed  upon  an  equality?  I  do  not  pretend  to  argue 
against  the  extension  of  the  term  of  study ;  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
highest  degree  of  education,  and  only  lament  the  amount  <^ 
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ignorance  in  oar  ranks.  I  have  almost  invariably  found  it  the 
case  that,  the  less  men  are  educated,  the  less  they  study  after 
engaging  in  practice  ;  they  seldom  take  any  journals ;  but  thqr 
generally  have  smaU  libraries,  which,  however,  they  seldom  or 
never  read ;  for  the  herd  know,  doctors  must  have  books.  It  is, 
also,  pertinacious  in  drawing  a  broad  line  of  demarcation  between 
practitioners  of  scientific  medicine,  and  irregulars,  which  is  per- 
fectly right.  But  should  we  not,  also,  draw  a  line  of  distinction 
between  educated  and  non-educated  practitioners  of  the  regular 
profession  ?  Is  it  more  dangerous  to  use  inert,  or  less  efficient 
remedies  intelligently,  than  powei^ul  and  efficient  ones  igno- 
rantly?     There  should  be  consistency  in  all  things. 

Wishing  to  occupy  as  little  space  as  possible,  I  proceed  to  show 
the  bearings  of  my  *^  amendment ''  upon  local  societies.  It  is 
perhaps  true,  that  they  should  take  the  initiative  in  this  move- 
ment ;  but  many  of  them  do  not  perceive  its  importance,  for  rear 
sons  previously  stated.  However,  the  best  societies  we  have,  are 
founded  on  this  basis,  which  I  conceive  is  a  strong  argument  in  its 
favor.  The  "  amendment "  was  ofiered  in  the  "  American  Med- 
ical Association,'^  because  it  would  thus  reach  all  the  local 
societies  represented  there ;  and  I  shall  endeavor  to  show,  that  it 
will  redound  to  their  interest  to  have  similar  requirements  forced 
upon  them.  Compulsion  may  be  a  strong  term,  but  this  means 
Ka9  been  resorted  to  by  this  association  to  efiect  its  purposes. 

1st.  It  will  prevent  men  who  are  unqualified,  from  enrolling 
themselves  in  a  profession  of  such  great  importance  as  ours ;  one 
which  requires  so  much  learning  and  wisdom,  and  which  involves 
the  lives  and  well-being  of  mankind.  Many  men  are  induced  to 
leave  the  workshop  and  enter  the  profession,  because  the  st^ 
between  them  is  so  short.  But  when  they  see  they  will  not  be 
recognized,  without  a  much  greater  amount  of  preparation,  they 
will  soon  abandon  a  position  for  which  they  are  totally  unfitted. 
We  want  our  societies  so  organized  as  to  give  a  decided  check  to 
this  influx  of  ignoramuses.  The  public  see  that  many  who  prac- 
tice the  healing  art,  are  not  qualified  to  conduct  any  hu%ines9 
requiring  a  considerable  amount  of  intellectual  training ;  and  we 
must  show  them  that  such  men  are  not  fit  to  practice  medicine. 
2dly.  Young  men  of  talent,  who  will  reflect  honor,  and  not  bring 
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reproach  upon  ihe  profession,  will  be  more  eager  to  enter  its 
ranks.  Many  of  this  class  now  tarn  from  it  in  disgust,  seeing 
how  it  abounds  in  presumption  and  ignorance.  It  is  true  many 
young  men,  with  fine  natural  endowments,  but  in  indigent  cir- 
cumstances, may  be  compelled  to  tarry  awhile  before  they  can 
reach  the  hight  of  their  ambition ;  but  by  employing  the  proper 
means  they  will  ultimately  succeed.  The  more  rigid  our  require- 
ments, the  more  strenuous  will  be  the  efforts  of  such,  until  they 
shall  have  "  passed  the  Bubicon.''  As  instances  of  the  most 
briUiant  9uoce9S  among  the  poor,  I  need  only  refer  to  the  names 
of  some  of  the  brightest  stars  in  the  medical  constellations  the 
world  has  ever  witnessed.  Observe  the  achievements  of  a  Boyer, 
a  Velpeau,  and  a  Dupuytren.  We  are  all  conversant  with  the 
history  of  those  men;  and  from  what  smaU  beginnings  they 
arose,  until  they  reached  the  summit  of  fame,  where  they  proudly 
and  triumphantly  swayed  the  sceptre  over  the  medical  world ! 

3dly.  They  will  exert  a  greater  amount  of  good  among  commu- 
nities where  they  exist ;  they  will  draw  a  broad  line  between 
educated  physicians  and  quacks.  The  people  will  be  assured 
they  are  in  safe  hands,  when  they  employ  a  member  of  such  soci- 
eties. As  societies  exist  now,  they  do  not  know  whether  they  are 
obtaining  a  man  versed  in  his  profession,  or  whether  he  was  not, 
a  few  months  previously,  a  shoe-maker.  It  is  no  rare  occurrence, 
in  the  West,  for  a  mechanic  to  be  a  full  grown  doctor  in  a  few 
months  !  Some,  ultimately,  make  tolerable  practitioners ;  but  at 
what  9^  vast  expense ;  look  at  their  beginning.  Every  one,  who 
has  fulfilled  the  requirement*  of  the  best  schools,  will  corroborate 
the  statement,  that  he  felt  he  had  not  devoted  too  much  time  to 
study,  when  standing  by  the  bedside  of  his  first  patient.  K 
this  be  true,  how  fearfully  so  must  it  be  of  those  who  com- 
menced practice  with  infinitely  less  knowledge  of  disease !  Many 
of  these  men  never  were  inside  of  a  medical  college,  and,  of 
course,  know  nothing  of  anatomy  or  pathology,  So  far  as  I  can 
learn,  there  is  not  a  regular  graduate  in  the  county  in  which  I 
now  reside,  except  myself ;  and  I  am  certain  that  a  large  majority, 
perhaps  three-fourths,  of  the  practitioners  of  the  West  are  not 
graduates. 

In   this  brief  article  I  have  only  been  able  to  hint  at  the 
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importance  of  this  amendment ;  but  if  men  will  reflect  upon  it, 
arguments  will  not  be  necessary  to  convince  them.  If,  however,  it 
should  fail  to  accomplish  all  I  have  set  forth,  every  candid  mind 
must  acknowledge  it  to  be  a  correct  principle ;  and  for  this  reason 
alone,  it  should  be  adopted. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  only  add,  that,  at  present,  in  the  formation 
of  societies,  non-graduates,  who  have  qualified  themselves  by  study 
and  practice,  must  be  taken  in ;  and  they  will  not  be  excluded 
from  the  "  American  Medical  Association,"  though  they  cannot 
become  'permanent  memhers.  With  honorary  degrees  we  have  to 
fellowship ;  but  I  trust  this  despicable  traffic  in  diplomas  will  soon 
be  abandoned. 


Art.  IL — Osteoplasty,  combined  with  Syme^s  Exarticulation  of 
the  Foot,  hy  riROGOFF,  Professor  of  Surgery  at  the  MBdico-Chi- 
rurgical  Academy  at  ^.  Pdershurg.  Translated  from  his  book 
on  Clinical  Surgery,  for  the  "  Cincinnati  Medical  Observer ^^  by 
W.  Krausb,  M.  D. 

On  a  travel  to  Germany  and  France  in  1847,  I  saw  for  the 
first  time,  in  the  clinic  of  Prof.  Chelius,  two  patients  on  whom 
Syme's  method  of  exarticulation  had  been  successfully  performed. 
The  cicatrix  looked  so  well  in  both  instances,  as  likely  not  to 
impede  walking.  I  proposed  occasionally  to  try  the  same  opera- 
tion in  our  hospitals,  after  my  return  to  Bussia.  In  the  years  of 
1848  and  49,  at  the  time  when  an  epidemic  of  cholera  prevailed 
there,  it  was  performed  four  times,  partly  by  myself,  partly 
under  my  direction,  in  the  Obuchow  and  Maria  Magdalene  Hos- 
pitals. All  these  cases,  however,  terminated  fatally  after  a  longer 
or  shorter  space  of  time. 

Mrst  case. — A  young  man,  18  years  old,  of  blooming  appear- 
ance, with  red  cheeks  and  tender,  fair  skin,  the  submaxillary 
glands  somewhat  enlarged,  was  operated  upon  for  an  ulcerated 
tumor  albus  of  the  tarso-crural  joint,  complicated  with  a  disease 
of  the  posterior  range  of  the  tarsal  bones. 

After  the  operation,  the  parts  appeared  neither  greatly  inflamed, 
nor  were  they  undermined  by  pus.     The  flap  fairly  united ;  there 
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remained,  however,  fistulous  passages,  which  baffled  for  a  long 
time  all  efforts  of  the  surgeon,  and  obliged  the  patient  to  stay  in 
the  hospital  above  seven  months.  Then  the  submaxillary  glands 
commenced  swelling,  the  patient  became  emaciated,  a  cough  ap- 
peared, with  all  the  symptoms  of  tubercular  infiltration  and  the 
patient  died  in  consequence  of  a  rupture  of  a  cavern,  effusing 
its  contents  into  the  pleural  cavity. 

Second  cage. — A  middle-aged  man,  with  a  congenital  pes  varus 
of  the  highest  degree,  was  received  into  the  hospital.  He  walked 
on  the  external  margin  of  his  foot ;  the  sole  being  turned  inward, 
gradually  ulcerating  corns  had  been  produced.  The  ulcers  pre- 
sented a  bad  appearance ;  the  bone  was  denuded  and  the  patient 
asked  for  amputation.  I  operated  according  to  Syme's  method, 
leaving,  perhaps,  an  insufficient  thickness  to  the  flap  at  its  base. 
It  sloughed  after  some  days,  an  erysipelas  supervened,  and  sup- 
puration extending  along  the  tendons — afterward  purulent  infec- 
tion of  the  blood,  with  coUiquatic  diarrhoea.  The  patient  died 
five  weeks  after  the  operation.  Bright^s  disease  was  found,  by 
post-mortem  examination,  in  both  kidneys. 

Third  case, — A  man,  aged  40,  of  robust  frame,  entered  the 
hospital  with  a  slighted  distortion  of  the  ankle  joint.  An  ulcer- 
ating tumor  albus  developed  itself.  In  consequence  of  his  long 
stay  in  the  hospital,  the  gum  commenced  swelling,  and  the  edges 
of  the  fistulous  ulcers  turned  blue.  An  operation  was  to  be 
resorted  to  without  delay.  The  foot  was  exarticulated  under  my 
direction,  by  one  of  my  assisting  surgeons,  with  much  dexterity. 
The  posterior  flap  had  been  formed  fair;  also,  after  the  operation, 
all  went  on  as  desired.  The  flap  seemed  to  unite  directly — after- 
ward, however,  pus  collected  under  it,  and  contra-apertures  were 
to  be  made.  Meanwhile,  the  scorbutic  symptoms  aggravated. 
The  patient  died  three  months  after  the  operation. 

With  the  fourth  patient,  on  whom  the  operation  had  been  per- 
formed for  caries,  the  pus  widely  burrowed  along  the  tendons. 
He  died  some  weeks  after  the  operation,  and  post-mortem  exam- 
ination exhibited  Bright's  disease  of  the  kidneys. 

With  some  right,  a  fifth  case  may  be  mentioned  here.  The 
exarticulation  of  the  foot  was  entrusted  to  a  young  surgeon.     He 
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did  not  sacceed  in  dissecting  the  posterior  flap;  he  divided  the 
skin  on  Achilles'  tendon,  and  was  obliged  to  amputate  the  leg 
above  the  ankle. 

This  is  all  1  know  of  the  fate  of  this  operation  in  Bussia,  up  to 
the  year  1852.  In  this  year,  while  demonstrating  operative 
surgery,  I  was  struck  with  the  idea  of  modifying  Syme's  method. 
My  trials  of  the  methods  of  Syme,  Baudens  and  Boux,  had  con- 
vinced me — 

1.  That  it  is  the  most  difficult  part  of  Syme's  operation,  to 
dissect  the  skin  from  the  calcar  bone,  the  former  firmly  adhering 
to  the  latter.  The  formation  of  too  thin  a  flap,  or  injuries  of  the 
flap,  can  not  be  avoided  but  with  the  utmost  care. 

2.  The  skin  which  covers  Achilles'  tendon,  and  forms  the  base 
of  the  flap,  is  much  thinner  than  the  skin  at  the  extremity  of  the 
flap.  It  appears  transparent  when  held  toward  the  light.  The 
base  of  the  flap  being  too  thin,  the  whole  flap  is  disposed  to 
slough. 

3.  The  calcar  process  being  removed,  an  excavation  is  left  in 
the  flap,  in  which  the  pus  collects  and  stagnates. 

4.  According  to  Bauden's  method,  the  flap  is  formed  from  the 
back  part  of  the  tarsus.  It  is  evident  that  this  does  not  furnish 
as  good  a  bolster  as  the  thick  skin,  borrowed  by  Syme  from  the 
sole. 

As  to  the  method  of  Eoux,  the  formation  of  the  flap  (external- 
posterior)  is  easier  ;  its  base  is  wider,  and  gangrene  is  not  likely 
to  follow,  since  the  posterior  tibial  artery  is  divided,  after  it  has 
spread  into  branches,  so  as  to  leave  the  plantar  ramifications  in 
the  flap.  But  also  the  base  of  Boux's  flap  is  thinner  than  its 
extremity,  the  cavity  in  the  flap  is  not  less  deep  than  in  Syme's 
flap,  and  the  tendon  Achilles  is  divided,  as  in  the  other  methods, 
at  its  insertion  in  the  calcar  process. 

To  avoid  all  these  disadvantages,  I  perform  the  exarticulation 
on  the  tarsal  joint  in  the  following  manner : 

I  commence  the  incision  close  before  the  external  ankle,  con- 
tinue it  vertically  down  to  the  sole,  then  transversely  through  it, 
and  finish  the  incision  by  carrying  the  knife  up  some  lines  in 
front  of  the  external  ankle.  All  soft  parts  are  divided  with  one 
stroke.     By  the  second   semicircular  incision,  whose  convexity 
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looks  toward  the  toes»  the  two  extremities  of  the  first  incision 
are  united,  catting  again  at  once  down  to  the  bone.  The  joint 
being  opened  by  dividing  the  lateral  ligaments,  the  head  of  the 
astragalus  is  exarticalated,  and  a  small,  narrow  saw  applied 
behind  it,  vertically,  to  the  os  calcanenm,  just  on  the  point  of  the 
sustentacalom  tali.  In  sawing  through  the  calcar  bone,  the  saw 
must  be  passed  in  the  first  incision.  Finally,  the  anterior  short 
flap  is  dissected  a  little  from  the  ankle,  and  these  sawed  ofi'. 
The  instruments  used  in  this  operation,  are  a  two-edged  knife  of 
middle  size,  a  bow-saw,  or  JeflFrey's  chain  saw.  llie  difference 
between  my  method  and  Syme's  is,  that  the  posterior  flap  forms 
no  cap,  but  is  filled  up  by  the  posterior  tuberosity  of  the  calcar 
bone,  and  the  end  of  Achilles'  tendon.  The  flaps  are  turned 
forward,  and  the  surface  of  the  bones  brought  into  contact  with 
each  other.  If  the  articular  surface  of  the  tibia  be  diseased,  it 
is  to  be  removed  simultaneously  with  the  ankles.  The  operation 
can  be  performed  without  any  difficulty  with  moderate  anatom- 
ical knowledge.  Especially  the  following  points  are  to  be  kept 
in  memory : 

1.  The  articulation  is  found  in  front,  by  fixing  both  ankles, 
and  alternately  bending  and  extending  the  tarsus. 

2.  The  capsule  of  the  joint  being  very  wide  in  front,  it  is 
readily  opened  by  carrying  the  knife  upon  it  in  a  circular  way, 
and  forcibly  extending  the  foot  at  the  same  time. 

3.  The  head  of  the  astragalus  does  not  appear  immediately 
afterward.  It  does  not  leave  its  cavity,  which  has  the  form  of  a 
cube  with  unequal  sides,  until  the  lateral  ligaments  of  the  joints 
are  divided  with  the  point  of  the  knife. 

4.  The  external  ankle  being  nearly  twice  as  large  as  the 
internal,  and  the  three  ligaments  radiating  from  it  being  much 
stronger  than  the  internal  deltoid  ligament,  some  difficulty  is 
met  in  dividing  the  former.  It  can,  however,  easily  be  over- 
come by  carrying  the  knife  around  the  ankle,  behind,  below  and 
in  front  of  it. 

5.  As  soon  as  the  lateral  ligaments  are  divided,  and  the  foot 
is  moderately  extended,  the  head  of  the  astragalus  projects  from 
its  articular  cavity,  and  it  remains  only  cautiously  to  divide  the 
posterial  wall  of  the  capsule  of  the  joint,  in  order  to  lay  bare  the 
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snstentacalam  tali.  I  say  ''  cautiously/'  for  the  anterior  face  of 
Achilles'  tendon  might  be  injured,  being  covered  only  with  some 
adipose  tissue  and  a  thin  fibrous  sheath. 

6.  The  vertical  incision  of  the  skin  at  the  internal  side  of  the 
foot,  is  to  be  directed,  sometimes,  farther  off  from  the  ankle  than 
the  incision  on  the  external  side,  to  guard  against  dividing  the 
posterior  tibial  artery,  before  it  has  spread  into  its  plantar 
branches  (Roux's  method).  There  need,  however,  be  no  fear 
whatever  of  a  mortification  of  the  posterior  flap,  if  formed  accord- 
ing to  my  method  ;  for  it>s  adipose  tissue,  and  its  junction  with 
the  periostium  of  the  calcar  bone  being  left  uninjured,  it  is  suf- 
ficiently nourished  by  the  rete  vasculosum  calcanei. 

7.  The  tendons  cut  by  me,  are,  save  Achilles'  tendon,  the 
same  as  those  divided  according  to  other  methods.  I  give,  how- 
ever, preference  to  mine  for  the  following  reasons : 

I.  Achilles'  tendon  not  being  divided,  all  disadvantages  attend- 
ing its  division  are  avoided. 

n.  Por  the  same  reason,  the  base  of  the  posterior  flap  is  not 
thinner  than  its  extremity. 

m.  The  posterior  flap  is  not  cap-like,  as  Syme's  flap.  It  does 
not  favor,  therefore,  the  stagnation  of  pus. 

rv.  The  leg  appears,  after  my  operation,  one  inch  and  a  half 
longer  than  after  any  other  method — for  the  calcar  process  filling 
the  flap,  elongates  so  much  the  crural  bones,  after  it  has  united 
with  them. 

V.  The  same  process  is  excellently  fit  to  support  the  body. 

My  method  is  susceptible  of  various  modifications : 

The  calcar  bone  may  be  sawed  off  from  below,  after  the  skin 
has  been  incised,  and  subsequently  the  talus  may  be  exarticulated. 

Farther,  a  portion  of  the  tibia  may  be  sawed  off  with  the 
malleoli. 

Finally,  the  cutaneous  incision  may  be  directed  obliquely  for- 
ward, so  as  to  leave  a  greater  portion  of  the  calcar  bone  in  the 
posterior  flap. 

The  edges  of  the  wound  are  brought  into  contact  with  each 
other,  by  adhesive  plaster,  or  by  two  to  three  threads,  or  by  an 
immovable  pasted  bandage. 

I  think  only  this  objection  can  be  advanced  against  my  method 
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that  tbe  process  of  the  calcar  bone,  left  in  the  flap,  might  mor- 
tify, and,  forming  a  seqaestroiTi,  prodace  the  evil  consequences  of 
a  foreign  body.  I  own  this  very  apprehension  deterred  me  for 
a  long  time  from  testing  my  idea  on  a  live  body,  although 
experiments  on  sabjects  had  convinced  me  of  its  superiority.  I 
was  in  doubt  moreover,  if  the  calcar  process  would  unite  with  the 
articular  surface  of  the  tibia.  Recollecting,  however,  that  the 
periostium  of  the  calcar  tuberosity  is  intimately  connected  with 
the  skin  of  the  heel,  as  well  as  with  the  sheath  of  Achilles'  ten- 
dcm,  and  thus  fully  supplied  by  vessels  from  the  rete  calcanei, 
I  hesitated  no  longer  to  perform  the  operation  on  a  living  sub- 
ject. My  proposal  was  strengthened  by  the  observation,  that 
wounds  of  the  head,  produced  by  the  stroke  of  a  sword,  severing 
a  flap  of  the  skin  with  remarkable  segments  of  the  skull,  usually 
unite  by  first  or  second  intention. 

I  tried  my  method  up  to  the  April  of  1853,  in  three  instances, 
twice  on  boys,  twelve  and  thirteen  years  old,  and  once  on  a  lad 
of  19  years.  Every  one  recovered  from  the  operation.  Two  of 
them  are  able  to  walk  without  cane  or  crutch — nor  do  they  limp. 
(Consult  the  report  of  their  disease,  given  by  the  author.) 

These  three  instances  irrevocably  prove : — 

1.  The  calcar  process,  left  in  the  posterior  flap,  can  firmly 
coalesce  with  the  inferior  extremities  of  the  crural  bone.  It 
elongates  them  by  one  inch  and  a  third,  and  furnishes  to  the 
patient  a  useful  limb,  nearly  as  long  as  the  healthy  leg. 

2.  Achilles'  tendon  is  not  distended  the  least.  For  the  mal- 
leoli being  removed,  the  calcar  process  can  easily  be  adapted  to 
the  inferior  extremity  of  the  bones  of  the  leg. 

3.  The  healing  of  the  wound  does  not  present  any  peculiar 
inconvenience,  that  has  not  been  observed,  also,  after  other 
methods  of  exarticulation.  Although  the  wound  healed  in  no 
instance  by  first  intention,  yet  this  circumstance  can  not  be  put 
forth  as  an  objection  against  my  method.  First  union  is  scarcely 
ever  observed  in  our  country,  not  even  after  amputation. 

Some  might  be  disposed  to  reject  my  method,  on  the  ground 
that  the  pus  is  disposed  to  burrow  along  the  tendons  of  the  leg,  so 
as  to  leave  behind  obstinate  fistulse.     This,  however,  may  occur 


1856.]  PiBoeovF,  m  OOeoplasty.  59 

wheneyer  the  sheaths  of  tendons  are  divided ;  and  I  had  opportu- 
nity twice  to  witness  this  evil  consequence  in  four  cases  of  Symes' 
exarticulation. 

In  my  third  case,  the  scorbutic  dyskrasy  of  the  patient  un- 
doubtedly favored  the  spreading  of  suppuration.    I  am  convinced, 
however,  that  it  can  be  prevented  by  a  methodical  pressure  upon 
the   tendons,  rendering  these  less   movable.     I  have  proposed^ 
therefore,  to  apply  graduated  compresses  the  next  time  I  prao-^ 
tice  my  method,  on  either  side  of  the  leg,  and  to  fasten  them  im- 
movably by  means  of  a  pasted  bandage.     I  regard  it  further  as 
an  appropriate  suggestion,  not  to  divide,  if  possible,  the  tendons 
at  the  same  point  as  their  synovial  sheathes.     It  will  be  better  to 
make  the  tendons  project  a  little.     If  cut  too  short,  they  retreat 
into  their  fibrous  canals,  or,  what  is  still  worse,  they  glide  out  of 
these  when  the  limb  performs  a  movement.     The  latter  event  I 
am  the  most  afraid  of,  especially  when  the  contracting  muscle 
displaces  a  tendon,  divided  and  nearly  mortified  by  suppuration. 
I  am  sure,  the  immobility  of  the  tendon  during  and  after  opera- 
tion, favora  very  much  a  happy  result. 

Our  three  cases  farther  evince,  that  the  calcar  process  unites 
with  the  crural  bones  in  spite  of  the  collection  of  pus  and  its 
spreading  along  the  tendons,  as  observed  in  my  third  case ;  in 
spite  of  the  mellowness  and  fatty  degeneration  of  the  calcar  bone, 
which  could  be  cut  with  the  knife  in  our  second  case ;  and  in 
spite  of  fungous  excrescences  arising  from  the  bone  on  the  eighth 
day  after  the  operation.  The  third,  case,  finally,  served  to  prove 
that  my  method  may  be  followed  with  advantage,  on  children  and 
young  folks  at  least,  in  cases  even  where  the  tibio-tarsal  joint  is 
diseased,  provided  the  disease  of  the  surrounding  soft  tissues  do 
not  extend  too  far.  In  my  second  case,  pus  was  found  in  the  cap- 
sule of  the  joint,  the  cartilages  softened  and  spongy,  like- 
wise the  extremities  of  the  bones — and  yet  the  operation  was 
successful. 

[In  the  three  cases,  detailed  in  the  report  of  the  author,  the 
operation  was  twice  performed  for  caries  of  the  tarsal  bones,  and 
once  for  a  disease  of  the  tibio-tarsal  joint.] 
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Abt.  UL — Case  of  Poisoning  Ify  Opium,  treated  mth  BeOadonncL 
Eeported  by  Wm.  H.  Mussby,  M.  D. 

At  midnight,  October  29th,  I  visited  a  female,  twenty-four 
years  of  age,  who  was  said  to  have  taken  landanum  for  the  pur- 
pose of  self-destruction.  I  found  her  comatose,  with  stertorous 
breathing,  pulse  feeble,  50  per  minute.  Surface  cold,  and  pupils 
contracted  to  a  mere  speck.  At  7  P.  M.,  the  patient  had  swal- 
lowed one  ounce  of  the  tincture  of  opium,  in  the  presence  of 
another  person.  A  physician  was  summoned,  who  essayed  to  use 
the  stomach  pump,  but  so  effectual  was  the  resistance  as  to  create 
the  belief  that  no  laudanum  had  been  taken,  and  the  doctor  de- 
parted. Later,  a  disciple  of  Hahneman  administered  of  his  area 
arcanorum,  so  as  not  to  offend  the  delicate  stomach,  but  on  a 
second  visit,  (three  hours  after  the  poison  was  taken)  his  faith  in 
pellets  languished,  and  becoming  heroic,  he  ordered  a  strong  de- 
coction of  coffee,  in  such  quantities  as  to  produce  vomiting.  The 
patient  was  kept  "  quiet "  with  cold  water  to  the  head,  and  her 
friends  assured  there  was  no  danger.  Two  hours  later,  I  was 
called,  and  finding  the  patient  in  the  state  where  effort  at  resus- 
citation is  usually  considered  useless,  I  determined  to  try  the 
effect  of  Belladonna,  as  suggested  by  Dr.  Thos.  Anderson,*  and 
ordering  extract  of  BelladonYia,  8  grains,  in  2  ounces  water,  I 
commenced  giving  by  the  teaspoonful ;  as  the  fluid  accumulated 
in  the  mouth,  it  was  necessary  to  raise  the  head  to  cause  its  pass* 
age  to  the  stomach.  Each  successive  act  of  deglutition  was  atr 
tended  with  increased  difficulty  till  I  feared  to  administer  any 
more,  lest  the  patient  should  strangle.  Seven  grains  of  the  "  Ex- 
tract "  were  thus  administered.  Watching  closely  for  a  half  hour, 
I  observed  the  rigidity  of  the  contraction  of  the  pupil  to  relax 
slightly,  but  no  other  sign  of  improvement.  At  1  o'clock,  by 
means  of  a  tube  passed  into  the  stomach,  I  injected  one  ounce  of 
the  tincture  of  Belladonna.  At  2  o'clock  the  pupil  had  dilated  to 
three  times  its  former  diameter,  the  pulse,  respiration,  and  tem- 
perature of  the  skin  had  improved.  At  3  o'clock,  the  skin  was 
warm,  pulse  100  per  minute,  respiration   easy,  and  the  general 


^'Braithwaites'  Retrospect,  1855— Part  30th,  p.  301. 
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9Bppe9iX«Dce  as  of  a  quiet  sleep,  but  as  yet  there  was  no  sign  of 
oonsdonsnefis.  Considering  the  symptoms  entirely  favorable  to 
recovery,  I  left  the  patient.  At  8  o'clock  I  called  again.  The  patient 
had  awakened  at  6  o'clock,  complained  of  not  being  able  to  see 
distinctly  for  a  few  hours,  and  could  not  stand  upon  her  feet  till 
evening.  There  was  no  preternatural  dilation  of  the  pupil,  dryness 
of  the  fauces,  heat  or  redress  of  the  skin,  resulting  from  the 
Belladonna  (7  grains  of  the  extract,  and  1  ounce  of  the  tincture), 
taken  into  the  stomach. 


■4  ♦♦»  » 


Art.  IV.—FiauJa  in  Rrineo.    By  S.  D.  Thomas,  M.  D.,  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 

I  SHALL  not  attempt  to  describe  the  various  forms  of  this  fistula, 
but  simply  give  the  details  of  a  case  I  treated  last  summer. 

Mr.  E.  L  had  three  fistulous  openings,  all  within  the  triangular 
space  of  the  perinseum,  of  nearly  ten  years  standing,  seldom  pass- 
ing any  urine  through  the  urethra,  and,  at  such  times,  only  in 
drops. 

The  history  of  the  case  was  about  as  follows  :  Ten  y^ars  ago, 
as  he  was  working  at  his  trade  (coal-digging),  a  large  stone  fell 
on  his  hip,  as  he  lay  upon  his  side,  which  was  followed  by  retention 
of  urine.  The  spine  was  not  injured.  He  was  then  treated  by 
an  English  surgeon  till  his  difficulty  had  nearly  passed  away,  but, 
in  a  few  months,  retention  returned,  as  he  said,  gradually,  but 
not  amounting  to  complete  retention,  the  stream  growing  grad- 
ually smaller.  Sometime  after,  a  small  abscess  formed  in  the 
perinseum,  and  when  it  opened,  which  occurred  spontaneously,  the 
discharge  had  a  urinous  smell.  From  this  time  forward  most  of 
his  urine  passed  by  this  opening.  In  the  latter  part  of  last  April 
(1854),  he  put  himself  under  the  care  of  a  so-called  eminent  sur- 
geon of  Pittsburgh,  assisted  by  an  eclectic,  who  treated  him  until 
the  31st  of  May,  when  he  became  my  patient.  I  found  him  very 
much  emaciated,  as  patients  are  in  the  last  stage  of  phthisis.  His 
countenance  was  icterode,  pulse  140  and  compressible,  tongue  red, 
dry  and  pointed,  and  he  was,  withal,  unconscious — being  comatose. 
Upon  looking  for  the  local  cause,  I  found  a  difTused  erysipelatous 
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inflammation  of  the  fauces ;  the  primary  cause  of  the  present  con* 
stitntional  derangement  I  jadged  to  be  a  nrinary  infiltration 
oocnpjing  the  triangular  space  bounded  bj  the  superior  spinous 
processes  of  the  two  ilia  and  the  anus ;  the  whole  of  the  scrotum 
being  gangrenous  and  enormously  enlarged ;  the  penis,  also,  as  I 
considered  it,  on  the  point  of  mortification.  In  addition  to  the 
three  fistulous  openings  before  mentioned,  I  found  a  large  incision, 
extending  from  the  scrotum,  an  inch  and  a  half  along  the  raphie, 
toward  the  anus.  Over  this  and  the  fistulous  openings  was  a 
large  compress,  supported  firmly  by  a  double  T  bandage,  doubt- 
less the  cause  of  the  infiltration. 

Seeing  the  patient  in  this  critical  condition,  I  insisted  upon  hav- 
ing consultation,  and  Dr.  G.  D.  Bruce  was  called  in.  With  his 
approbation,  I  proceeded  as  follows :  I  made  two  scarifications, 
commencing  at  the  upper  border  of  the  infiltration,  bringing  them 
down  over  the  pubes,  over  the  scrotum,  and  finally  down  on  the 
perinseum  to  the  margin  of  the  infiltration ;  the  penis  was  also 
scarified,  in  three  places,  its  whole  length.  Then  ordered  the 
parts  to  be  well  covered  with  cloths  wet  in  a  warm  mixture  of 
nitromuriatic  acid  and  water,  nearly  as  acid  to  the  taste  as  com- 
mon vinegar ;  the  fauces  to  be  swabed  three  times  a  day  with 
the  following  solution : 

Qr.   Argent,  nit.  9ij. 

Aqua  dist.  3j. 
M.  Ft.  sol. 

In  view  of  the  low  condition  of  the  patient,  the  following  oob- 
stitntional  treatment  was  ordered : 

Br.   Amm.  carb.  3j. 

Muc.  G.  Acacia,  3jL 
M.  Ft.  mist. 
8.  A  tablespoonful  every  second  hour. 

9r.  Sol.  morph.  sulph.  3j. 
S.  A  teaspoonful  every  fourth  hour. 
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9r.  Quinia  solph.  gr.  xij. 
In  piL  vj. 

S.  A  pill  every  fourth  hour. 

For  drink,  ordered  iced  beef  tea.  It  is  unnecessary  to  state 
that  the  bandage  and  compress  were  at  once  laid  aside,  the  urine 
being  allowed  to  pass  through  the  incision  and  fistulous  openings. 

June  1st,  8  a.  m. — Pulse  130,  with  more  volume ;  could  not 
discover  any  other  difference ;  continue  treatment. 

8  P.  M. — Pulse  105 ;  no  other  alteration  ;  treatment  the  same. 

2d,  A.  M. — Pulse  128,  with  more  volume;  tongue  moistening; 
a  line  of  demarkation  distinguished  around  the  baso  of  the  scro- 
tum ;  infiltrated  tissues  much  less  tumified,  and  was  much  more 
rational ;  continue  treatment 

7  P.  M. — Much  the  same  as  in  the  morning ;  continue  treat- 
ment. 

3d,  8  A.  M. — Complains  of  some  pain  in  bowels ;  slough  about 
the  base  of  the  scrotum  becoming  detached ;  other  symptoms  as 
last  evening.     Ordered  the  morphine  to  be  stopped. 

I'Br.  Sol.  magnes.  cit.  oj. 
S.  A  third  part  every  second  hour,  till  purged. 

At  7  p.  M.,  was  purged  by  the  first  dose  of  magnesia ;  no  un- 
easiness in  the  bowels  ;  pulse  114  ;  continue  treatment. 

4th,  8  A.  M. — Very  much  better.  For  the  first  time,  under- 
took to  explore  the  urethra ;  passed  a  small  catheter  down  to  the 
membraneous  portion,  and  here  met  a  stricture.  After  bearing 
with  some  considerable  force  for  some  minutes,  the  catheter  passed 
this  point,  but  came  to  another  before  passing  the  extent  of  half 
an  inch ;  on  this  again,  I  pressed  for  some  time,  but  without  suc- 
cess. I  then  felt,  with  a  probe,  through  the  openings  and  incision, 
for  the  catheter,  but  could  not  find  it. 

7  p.  M. — Some  little  tenderness  of  the  urethra  ;  did  not  use  the 
catheter  this  time. 

5th,  8  A.  M. — Succeeded  in  passing  another  stricture,  but  in 
about  the  same  distance  as  the  second,  met  a  third,  and  did  not 
pass  it.     Examined  the  fauces,  and  found  a  fluctuating  tumor  in 
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their  left  side,  which  I  panctured,  and  a  copious-discharge  of  dark 
grey  matter,  with  urinous  smell,  escaped.  Discontinued  the 
wash. 

6th. — ^Attempted  to  introduce  the  catheter  while  looking  at, 
and  engaging  the  patient's  mind  in  conyersation.  Allowing  the 
catheter,  as  it  were,  to  coax  its  way  along,  holding  it  loose  like  a 
pen,  when  it  met  an  obstruction.  Upon  looking  at  its  rings,  I 
saw  that  its  point  must  lay  high  up  in  the  right  groin.  I  should 
have  mentioned  before,  that  the  surgeon  spoken  of  administered 
chloroform,  and  operated  while  the  patient  was  under  its  influence, 
and  that  he  succeeded  in  passing  a  sound  into  the  bladder,  but 
subsequently  failed  to  introduce  a  catheter  of  less  size.  I  should 
also  have  mentioned  that  the  patient  complained  of  tenderness  in 
the  region  now  occupied  by  the  point  of  the  catheter,  from  the 
commencement,  for  which  I  could  not  satisfactorily  account;  now, 
however,  the  cause  was  evident — a  falrfe  passage  existed.  I  with- 
drew the  catheter ;  its  contents  were  much  the  same  as  the  matter 
from  the  fauces.  I  washed  and  re-introduced  it,  and  injected 
through  it  a  small  quantity  of  tepid  water.  From  this  to  the 
20th,  I  made  no  further  attempt  to  treat  the  stricture. 

10th. — The  sloughs  had  all  disappeared  from  the  scrotum,  or 
rather,  I  should  say,  from  the  testicles,  which,  with  their  imme- 
diate coverings,  laid  bare  on  a  cloth  between  the  thighs.  The 
wash  had  been  weakened  as  sensibility  returned  to  the  parts,  from 
day  to  day.  Now  it  was  laid  aside  altogether,  and  the  parts 
dressed  with  dry  lint,  supported  by  adhesive  straps  crossing  from 
the  inside  of  the  thigh,  on  one  side,  to  the  groin  on  the  other  side, 
drawing  the  skin  over  the  exposed  surfaces  as  much  as  possible ; 
dressed  twice  a  day  till  the  twenty-fourth  day. 

14th. — Fancied  that  the  carb.  amm.  had  a  bad  effect  on  the 
fauces,  as  inflammation  still  continued ;  abandoned  it,  and  ordered 
a  tablespoonful,  three  times  a  day,  of  cod  liver  oil,  given  in  a 
teacupful  of  ale. 

16th. — Infiltration  of  the  urine  in  the  perinseum;  scarified 
freely  over  its  extent,  and  applied  the  acid  mixture,  as  at  first. 

20th. — Used  the  catheter,  and  found  much  diflBculty  in  passing 
the  two  first  strictures,  and  failed  to  pass  it  any  farther. 

21st. — Succeeded  in  passing  a  third  stricture,  and  got  a  probe 
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to  meet  iSie  oathbter  from  the  fistulous  openings  and  incision.  I 
tried,  but  unsucoessfdllj,  to  pass  the  instrument  into  the  bladder, 
but,  bj  the  patient's  making  an  effort  to  micturate,  the  urine 
passed  freely  through  the  catheter.  I  then  withdrew  the  catheter, 
and  put  in  its  place  a  gum-elastic  bougie,  and  let  it  remain  two 
hours  every  day.  Now  I  felt  satisfied  that  the  case  would  termi- 
nate well ;  as  the  strictures  must  of  necessity  be  anterior  to  the 
openings,  which  were  oblong. 

24th. — ^Dressed  the  ulcers  but  once ;  introduced  a  larger  sized 
catheter,  and  followed,  as  before,  with  a  gum-elastic  bougie  of 
larger  size. 

30th, — One  of  the  fistulous  openings  is  dosed,  and  full  half  of 
the  urine  passes  through  the  urethra ;  fauces  nearly  well ;  counte- 
nance looks  fresh  and  healthy  ;  laid  the  quinine  aside. 

July  10th. — Another  of  the  fistulous  openings  is  closed.  A 
bougie  of  more  than  the  ordinary  size  is  now  used  with  ease. 

20th. — The  incision  is  healed,  and  the  fauces  look  healthy ;  a 
new  scrotum  is  nearly  formed. 

30th. — The  last  fistulous  opening  closed,  and  the  scrotum  is 
healed,  with  a  crescent-shaped  cicatrix  on  its  anterior  surface,  with 
its  concavity  looking  upward  toward  the  pubes.  Patient  was 
taught  to  use  a  common  sized  metalic  bougie,  and  ordered  to 
introduce  it  three  times  a  week  for  three  months,  then  twice  a 
week  ever  after.     And  discharged  well. 

About  the  20th  of  January,  1855,  I  saw  him.  He  looked 
strong  and  perfectly  healthy ;  the  testes  performing  their  func- 
tions as  well  as  before  the  first  injury — the  erections  being  perfect, 
which  had  not  been  the  case  for  the  preceding  ten  years ;  and  he 
could  do  as  good  a  day's  work  as  ever. 

This  case  teaches — 

1st.  The  importance  of  removing  all  traces  of  stricture,  where 
we  have  it  in  its  first  stages,  and  to  follow  the  treatment  with 
occasional  introductions  of  the  bougie,  for  some  considerable  time 
after. 

2d.  When  we  are  called  to  treat  cases  of  this  kind,  to  be  very 
cautious  how  we  operate  when  the  patient  is  under  the  influence 
of  an  ansesthetic. 
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3d.  It  shows  the  propriety  of  a  strong  Btimnlating  treatment 
in  this  class  of  cases. 

4th.  The  reparative  powers  of  nature  in  forming  virtually  a 
new  scrotum,  of  course  smooth,  like  the  thighs,  not  having  the 
rugae  of  the  scrotum  proper. 


Aet.  V. — On  Mineral  Waters.    By  S.  Hanburt  Smtth,  M.  D.,  of 
Hamilton,  Ohio,  (continued  from  No.  1). 

The  human  hody  is  as  much  influenced  hy  changes  of  temperar 
ture  as  other  organisms ;  and  it  is  therefore  not  surprising  that 
the  effects  of  water,  taken  as  a  medicine,  are  so  much  modified  as 
we  find  them  to  be,  by  the  temperature  at  which  the  fluid  is 
swallowed.  Heat  and  cold,  within  certain  bounds,  appear  to  pro- 
duce  similar  phenomena,  in  reverse  order.  Thus,  the  first  effect 
of  heat  is  an  acceleration  of  the  vital  processes,  so(m  followed, 
however,  by  a  proportionate  languor  of  function ;  it  exaggerates 
irritability,  while  it  lowers  tona  Cold,  on  the  contrary,  first 
depresses,  then  excites  organic  irritability,  and  functional  vigor. 
Each  renewed  application  of  either,  tends  to  make  its  effects  more 
permanent,  although  sensibility  to  the  impression  commonly 
diminishes  in  proportion  to  frequency  of  application. 

The  immediate  consequences  of  the  ingestion  of  cold  water,  are, 
a  sense  of  coldness  in  the  stomach,  a  diminution  of  that  organ's 
irritability  and  functional  activity ;  and  if  the  fluid  is  very  cold, 
or  the  dose  is  too  large,  or  too  frequently  repeated,  the  sense  of 
coldness  becomes  general-*-even  to  the  production  of  rigorrr-the 
pulse  and  respiration  become  slower,  and  functional  activity, 
throughout  the  whole  system,  is  diminished.  Beaction,  however, 
soon  follows,  marked  by  a  sense  of  warmth  in  the  stomach,  an 
increase  in  the  fullness,  force,  and  frequency  of  both  pulse  and 
i^piration,  general  excitement  of  functional  activity,  most  evi* 
dent  in  the  increased  secretions  of  stomach,  bowels,  skin,  and  kid- 
neys, together  with  a  feeling  of  exhilaration  and  enjoyment.  It 
is  then  evident  that  cold  water — ^by  which  is  commonly  undex^ 
stood,  water  at  the  ordinary  temperature  of  wells  and  springs,  i.  e. 
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from  48^  to  60^  F.^  besides  being  the  most  wholesome  drink,  is 
a  medicine,  or  therapentic  agent,  capable  of  relieving  many  dis- 
orders. For,  how  do  oar  deobstments,  purgatives,  diaphoretics, 
and  diuretics,  most  of  them,  act,  except  by  awakening  dormant, 
or  intensifying  normal  function.  Thus,  it  must  be  aUowed  that 
the  cold  mineral  waters  owe  a  large  portion  of  their  efficacy  as 
remedial  agents  to  water  at  a  low  temperature  ;  for  this  is  capa- 
ble of  directly  calming  irritation  in  the  whole  apparatus  of  diges- 
tion, as  well  as,  in  a  minor  degree,  in  other  portions  of  the  system, 
at  the  same  time  that  it  increases  functional  activity.  Water,  at 
any  degree  of  heat  included  in  the  range  understood  by  the  term 
tqnd,  is  so  comparatively  indifferent,  that  we  may  well  pass  over 
all  mention  of  it  But  when  swallowed  at  a  temperature  exceed- 
ing that  of  the  blood,  besides  occasioning  an  agreeable  sense  of 
mtemal  warmth,  it  causes  an  immediate  increase  in  the  flow  of 
blood  to  the  stomach  and  bowels,  with  augmented  functional 
activity.  The  excitement  spreads  rapidly  from  the  center  to  the 
periphery ;  the  pulse  and  respiration  become  fuller  and  faster ; 
the  secretions  of  the  stomach,  bowels,  kidneys,  skin,  and  lungs, 
are  increased ;  and  the  whole  process  of  molecular  change  is  facili- 
tated and  hastened.  These  effects  are  mainly  proportionate  to 
the  degree  in  which  the  heat  of  the  water  exceeds  that  of  the 
blood ;  and  thus  frequent  and  hard  pulse,  palpitation  of  the  heart, 
congestion  of  blood  in  the  cerebral,  pulmonary,  or  abdominal 
organs,  may  be  induced  by  a  temperature  too  elevated,  or  a 
quantity  too  great.  Indeed,  persons  occasionally  fall  victims  to 
their  imprudence  in  drinking  thermal  mineral  waters,  without  or 
against  the  advice  of  an  experienced  physician ;  though  many, 
even  of  the  cold,  are  dangerously  active  medicines  when  rashly 
or  ignorantly  employed. 

The  temperature  at  which  a  mineral  water  is  exhibited  is  to  be 
considered  as  a  very  important  matter ;  for  not  only  are  the  medi- 
cinal effects  of  any  given  spa  intimately  related  thereto,  but  they 
may  be  much  modified  by  variety  in  this  respect.  As  a  striking, 
though  very  familiar  illustration,  I  will  mention  the  fact,  that 
the  peasants  of  Piillna  (having  no  other  choice),  drink  a  water 
holding  in  solution  very  considerable  proportions  of  the  sulphates 
of  soda  and  of  potassa,  the  sulphate  and  muriate  of  magnesia^ 
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and,  to  persons  unaocnstomed  to  its  nse,  a  remarkably  acidve 
purgative,  yet  experience  no  such  action,  provided  they  take  it  at 
the  ordinary  spring  temperature ;  if,  however,  they  warm  it,  the 
medicinal  e£Pect  is  immediately  developed. 

In  my  next  paper  I  shall  treat  of  the  matters  dissolved  in  medi- 
cinal mineral  waters. 


MEDICAL   SOCIETIES. 


Art.  VI. — From  the  proceedings  of  the  German  Mkdico-Chirurgicai 
Society,  at  the  University  CoUege  of  New  York.  Reported  by 
Louis  Bauer,  M.  D.,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Dr.  Louis  Bauer  communicated  to  the  Society  two  cases  of 
hydrarthron  genu,  which  he  had  successfully  treated  hy  punctu- 
ring the  affected  knee-joints  and  withdrawing  their  contents.  The 
frequent  failures  of  this  operation,  more  especially  the  frequent 
violent  reaction  following,  was,  in  his  opinion,  exclusively  attribu- 
table to  the  entrance  of  air  into  the  articular  cavity,  which, 
however,  could  be  avoided  if  proper  care  was  taken.  The  mode 
in  which  he  proceeded,  was  as  follows :  He  places  the  affected 
limbs  in  a  straight  position,  which  is  done  with  a  view  to  diminish 
the  lumen  of  the  articular  cavity,  and  to  drive  the  fluid  into  the 
anterior  and  superior  pockets  of  the  capsule.  Then  he  bandages 
firmly  the  lower  portion  of  the  leg  in  order  to  prevent  swelling 
consequent  on  the  succeeding  pressure  upon  the  joint.  Graduated 
compresses  are  then  fastened  along  the  ligamentum  patellae  and 
the  knee-cap  itself,  and  a  cotton  ball  in  the  popliteal  space  by 
means  of  adhesive  leather-straps,  which  he  conducts  round  the  knee- 
joints,  leaving  but  the  superior  blind  sack  of  the  capsule  free, 
where  the  fluid  now  causes  marked  tention  and  fluctuation.  The 
knee-joint  thus  prepared,  he  opens  subsequently  by  a  small  troi- 
kart  at  the  upper  extremity  of  the  capsule  being  left  free  and 
better  outside,  in  a  valvular  way,  and  while  the  fluid  is  streaming 
out  he  presses  it  gently  toward  the  canula  by  his  finger.  For  the 
moment  that  the  stream  grows  slower,  and  when  there  is  apparently 
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bnt  a  half  dram  of  liquid  left,  be  closes  tbe  wound  quickly,  and 
finishes  the  compressive  bandage  bj  leather  straps.  Thereafter 
the  leg  is  placed  in  a  leather  splint,  previously  softened  in  hot 
water,  and  rest  commended.  No  reaction  followed  in  either  case, 
and  the  patients  were  discharged  from  his  Orthopaedic  Institution 
after  twelve  days  treatment.  They  were  young  adults,  and  had 
been  afflicted  with  that  disease  respectively  two  and  three  years, 
having  received  no  relief  from  various  treatments  adopted  previ- 
ously. 

The  fluid  had  in  both  cases  a  redish  color,  was  of  slimy  consis- 
tence, and  did  not  exceed  one  and  a  half  ounces.  On  microscop- 
ical and  chemical  examination,  it  was  ascertained  that  the 
liquid  constisted  merely  of  water,  albumen  and  blood  globules. 

Dr.  Carl  The.  Meyer  related  an  operation  of  hare-lip  in  a 
babe,  complicated  with  fissures  of  the  hard  and  soft  palate,  that 
oflTered  some  interesting  points  for  practical  surgeons.  The 
hare-lip  was  lateral.  On  uniting  the  wound  the  patient  be- 
came suddenly  asphyxiated,  owing  to  the  absence  of  the  nos- 
trils. Dr.  Meyer  had  therefore  to  sever  the  lip  from  its  at- 
tachment with  the  nose,  by  a  tranversal  cut,  which  had  the 
desired  eflTect,  and  at  the  same  time  the  advantage  of  yielding 
more  substance  for  filling  up  the  defect.  Since  the  operation,  the 
deft  in  the  palate  had  grown  by  half  smaller  and  the  babe  had 
improved  in  appearance.  Dr.  Meyer  suggested  the  question 
whether  it  be  advisable  to  operate  in  tender  or  more  advanced 
age.  He  could  not  deny  that  in  cases  of  considerable  defect,  the 
operation  might  endanger  the  life  on  account  of  loss  of  blood, 
and  the  suspension  of  taking  nourishment  in  sufficient  quantity  ; 
on  the  other  hand,  many  children  would  die  on  tubes  also,  if 
not  operated  on  so  that  the  oral  cavity  could  be  hermetically 
closed  for  the  office  of  taking  breath  or  food.  The  case  under 
consideration  had  been  such  as  to  justify  the  most  serious  appre- 
hension if  not  relieved.  The  babe  had  evidently  been  on  the 
road  to  destruction,  and  its  life  had  been  saved  by  the  operation 
only.  He  (Dr.  Meyer),  was  therefore  inclined  to  prefer  early 
operation. 

Dr.  Tellkampf  thought  that  either  operation  had  its  distinct 
judication.     In  general,  he  should  defer  the  operation  as  long  as 
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he  possibly  could,  within  the  first  year  of  life.  But  as  soon  as  he 
conceived  material  loss  of  weight,  attributable  to  no  other  cause 
than  the  defect,  he  should  operate  without  delay,  for  the  sake  of 
saving  life. 

Dr.  Schweich  informed  the  Society,  that  within  the  last  two 
years,  he  had  instituted  numerous  experiments  as  to  the  comparative 
efficacy  and  superiority  of  local  applications  upon  ulcerations  and 
vegetations  of  the  os  uteri,  from  which  he  had  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  concentrated  muriatic  acid  was  the  best  of  all  to 
bring  on  healthy  granulation  and  to  cure  fluor  albus  based  on 
such  local  derangements.  Two  or  three  applications  he  found  in 
general  sufficient.  The  porte  caustic  which  he  made  use  of,  was  an 
appropriate  glass  staff  with  small  knob  covered  with  soft  velvet;  this 
he  dipped  into  the  acid  and  touched  the  ulceration  and  vegetation. 
His  success  in  these  ailments  induced  him  to  commend  it  to  the 
notice  of  members  of  the  Society. 


Art.  VII. — J^oceedings  of  the  Montgomery  county  Medical  Society. 

Dayton,  January  3d,  1856. 

The  society  met  at  the  Phillips  House,  Dr.  CoONS  in  the  chair. 
After  reading  the  minutes  of  previous  meetings,  Dr.  O.  E.  Barka- 
low,  of  Miamisburgh,  was  unanimously  elected  a  member  of  the 
society. 

This  being  the  regular  annual  meeting  the  society  entered 
upon  the  election  of  officers  ;  and  the  following  gentlemen  were 
chosen  to  act  for  the  present  year. 

Preddmt — I.  A.  CooNS,  M.  D. 

Vice  President — H.  G.  Carey,  M.  D. 

Secretary — J.  C.  Eeeve,  M.  D. 

Treasurer — Joshua  Clements,  M.  D. 

Censors — E.  Taylor,  M.  D.,  of  CarroUton, 
J.  C.  Dbnise,  M.  D.,  of  Dayton, 
M.  Garst,  M.  D.,  " 

Dr.  Taylor  called  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  a  proposition 
he  had  made  some  time  ago,  that  all  the  members  keep  a  journal 
of  medical  events  occurring  in  their  practice,  that  from  time  to 
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time  they  could  oompare  notes  in  regard  to  epidemics,  and  other 
subjects  of  professional  interest.  He  was  in  the  habit  of  keeping 
such  a  journal,  and  from  consulting  its  pages  found  much  pleasure 
and  profit.  He  thought  the  past  year  had  been  a  remarkable  one 
in  two  respects:  in  regard  to  the  character  of  what  disease  had 
appeared,  but  more  especially  from  the  entire  absence  of  disease 
of  any  kind,  for  certain  parts  of  the  year.  Typhoid  fever  had 
prevailed  to  some  extent  under  his  observation,  in  April  and  May ; 
there  was  then  a  period  of  perfect  health  until  July,  when  remit- 
tents and  intermittents  made  their  appearance,  and  lasted  until 
two  or  three  hard  frosts  had  occurred,  since  which  time  there  had 
heen  another  period  in  which  there  was  no  sickness  of  any  kind ;  he 
had  never  known  it  more  healthy.  He  spoke  at  some  length  on 
the  disappearance  of  malarious  disease  on  the  occurrence  of  frost ; 
it  was  similar  to  what  always  took  place  at  the  South,  with  yel- 
low fever:  this  year,  the  cessation  of  these  diseases  upon  this 
occurrence  was  extremely  well  marked;  the  first  hard  frost 
occurred  on  the  7th  of  October,  and  after  that  he  saw  scarcely  a 
new  case  of  the  disease ;  the  few  cases  which  occurred  were  in 
those  who  had  already  had  it  during  the  season.  For  fifteen 
years  past  he  had  noted  the  time  when  frost  first  appeared,  and 
found  that,  in  this  region,  we  were  sure  to  have  a  frost  sufficient 
to  kill  vegetation,  from  the  10th  to  the  28th  of  September.  Mala- 
rious diseases  with  him,  this  year,  had' presented  many  anomalous 
symptoms — they  had  been  very  irregular  in  their  course ;  some- 
times the  fever  would  continue  forty-eight  hours,  before  the  remis- 
sion commenced ;  sometimes  a  chill  would  last  ten  or  twelve  hours, 
and  the  fever  which  followed  be  but  mild. 

Dr.  Brennan  had  seen  a  great  many  cases  of  malarious  fever 
during  the  past  season ;  thought  he  had  treated  about  two  thous- 
and cases.  He  had  observed  a  great  tendency  this  year  for  the 
disease  to  affect  particular  organs.  Sometimes  the  brunt  of  the 
disease  fell  upon  the  lungs,  sometimes  on  the  stomach  or  bowels, 
on  the  brain,  or  even  on  the  uterus,  producing  inflammation  in 
some  cases,  but  mostly  greaft  irritation ;  and  when  the  stomach 
or  bowels  were  the  organs  affected,  interfering  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  usual  remedies  for  the  cure  of  the  disease. 

Dr.  Eeeve  read  a  case  of  injury  to  the  brain.     The  patient  was 
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a  girl,  aged  nine  years;  she  had  fallen  from  a  bench  at  school, 
and  on  getting  up,  said  she  was  dizzy,  and  left  for  home ;  she 
walked  home  alone,  hut  when  she  reached  there  vomited,  and 
was  incoherent.  When  first  seen  by  the  doctor,  there  was  loss  of 
consciousness  and  voluntary  motion,  face  pale,  with  superficial 
veins  of  the  head  turgid,  and  lips  purple,  pulse  rapid  and  strong, 
respiration  sometimes  sighing,  pupils  unaffected.  There  was  no 
mark  of  injury  about  the  head;  and  she  had  been  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  perfect  health.  To  these  symptoms  were  rapidly  added 
twitchings  of  the  face,  which  increased  to  violent  convulsive 
movements  of  the  whole  right  side  of  the  body,  dilated  pupils 
unaffected  by  light,  and  loud  rales  in  the  trachea,  with  respira- 
tion slow  and  interrupted.  From  the  gradual  appearance  of  the 
symptoms,  and  from  the  supervention  of  one  bad  symptom  on 
another,  an  unfavorable  prognosis  was  given ;  yet,  after  this  con- 
dition had  lasted  an  hour  or  so,  the  patient  vomited,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  afterward  was  quite  well,  needing  nothing  more  than 
caution  would  suggest.  The  treatment  was  by  bleeding,  the 
administration  of  turpentine  enemata,  and  during  the  convulsions 
the  inhalation  of  sulph.  ether,  it  being  found  impossible  for  her 
to  swallow.  Some  quotations  were  made  from  authors  on  the 
subject  of  hemiplegic  convulsions  attending  injuries  of  the  brain ; 
one  from  Brodie,  in  which  he  states,  that  in  every  case  where 
they  have  occurred,  and  where  opportunity  has  been  afforded  of 
examination  after  death,  there  has  been  laceration  of  the  cerebral 
substance,  in  addition  to  the  extravasated  blood,  or  depressed  bone. 

Dr.  McDermont  had  assisted  Dr.  R  in  the  treatment  of  the 
case ;  thought  it  was  an  unusual  one ;  had  seen  many  of  the  best 
surgeons  make  mistakes  as  to  the  diagnosis  of  compression  and 
concussion,  when  no  signs  of  external  injury  were  present ;  thought 
that  the  symptoms  laid  down  in  books  could  not  be  relied  upon ; 
that  no  series  of  symptoms  invariably  indicated  either  concussion 
or  compression.  In  this  case  he  thought  the  symptoms  indicated 
rupture  of  a  blood-vessel,  which  the  sudden  and  perfect  recovery 
proved  not  to  have  been  the  case. 

Dr.  Brennan  called  attention  to  a  case  in  Braithwaite,  in  which 
a  shock  produced  a  partial  stasis  of  the  circulation  in  the  brain, 
with  symptoms  of  oompresaion ;  the  patient  recovered. 
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Dr.  Taylor  agreed  with  Dr.  McDermont,  as  to  the  difficulty  of 
diagnosing  between  compression  and  concussion,  when  no  external 
injury  was  present.  He  related  two  cases  in  which  he  found 
the  diagnosis  impossible.  In  one,  perfect  recovery  ensued  after 
catharsis ;  the  other  recovered  from  the  symptoms  immediately 
following  the  injury,  but  died  in  t^o  weeks  after,  from  inflamma- 
tion of  brain. 

Dr.  Coons  related  a  case,  in  which  a  child  fell  on  the  back  of 
the  head,  and  walked  home  afterward,  but  was  then  taken  with 
vomiting,  and  coma  soon  followed.     Eecovery. 

Dr.  Taylor  then  made  some  further  remarks  upon  the  subject 
of  typhus,  typhoid,  and  intermittent  fevers,  which  were  of  interest 
to  the  society,  as  the  result  of  his  experience,  during  an  extensive 
observation  of  these  diseases. 

On  motion,  the  society  adjourned. 

J.  C.  REEVE,  ASfec'y 


CLINICAL   LECTURES. 


Art.  VIII. — Beport%  from  the  Clinical  Lectures  and  Operations 
of  Professor  R.  D.  Mussby,  one  of  the  Attending  Surgeons  at 
St.  John's  JSotd  for  Invalids, 

Case  L,  Dec.  19,  1855.  This  man  hit  his  neighbor  a  blow, 
with  his  fist,  on  the  head ;  the  force  of  the  stroke  fractured  both 
bones  of  the  arm  just  above  the  wrist ;  but  since  the  union  of  the 
fracture,  there  is  defect  of  pronation  and  supination  of  the  fore- 
arm, and  for  this  defect  he  seeks  advice.  An  examination  of  the 
case  shows  that  the  original  treatment  of  the  fracture  was  of 
such  a  character  as  to  permit  the  close  approximation  of  the  frac- 
tured extremities  of  the  radius  and  ulna,  throwing  out  the 
extremity  of  the  ulna,  at  the  wrist,  so  as  to  produce  partial  dis- 
location of  that  articulation ;  these  defects  account  for  the  want 
of  pronation  and  supination  exhibited  in  this  man's  ease,  and  they 
are  of  such  a  character  as  not  to  admit  of  any  remedy. 
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Cash  IL  A  tmnor  it  attached  to  the  palate  of  this  patient ; 
it  is  oblong  in  shape,  aboat  the  sixe  of  a  hen's  eggj  eonsequently 
oocnpies  almost  the  entire  roof  of  the  month.  The  growth  of 
this  tnmor,  gentlemen,  has  been  yerj  slow,  it  being  now  about 
twelve  years  since  it  first  made  its  appearance ;  I  suppose  it  to  be 
of  the  fibro-plastic  yarietj  of  tumor,  and  is  doubtless  not  malig- 
nant. We  propose  to  remoye  it.  [Professor  Musse j  proceeded  to 
remoye  the  tumor  by  simple  incision,  detaching  it  with  the  handle 
of  the  scalpel ;  there  was  no  especial  difficulty,  exc^t  that  the  flow 
of  blood  into  the  fauces  was  a  constant  source  of  interruption  to 
the  operation ;  the  bleeding,  howeyer,  was  arrested  as  soon  as  the 
tumor  was  remoyed,  by  simple  applications  of  cold  water.]  He- 
fnarks. — ^This  tumor  had  a  slight  bony  attachment,  and  in  such 
cases,  we  sometimes  haye  trouble  from  hemorrhage ;  we  were, 
therefore,  provided  with  the  actual  cautery,  to  haye  used  if  neces- 
sary ;  no  such  necessity,  howeyer,  occurred ;  but  even  with  the 
slight  hemorrhage  unavoidable,  there  are  constant  collections  of 
blood  in  the  fauces.  This  patient  desired  to  take  chloroform;  we 
dissuaded  him,  simply  on  account  of  this  last  mentioned  trouble, 
lest,  under  the  influence  of  the  anaesthetic,  strangling  and  suffo- 
cation should  occur;  besides,  the  operation  is  not  particularly 
painful,  and  therefore  the  use  of  chloroform  is  not  especially 
necessary. 

Casb  L,  Dec  22d.  (kteo  sarcoma  of  lower  jau^ — tying  of  the 
carotid — removal  of  half  the  jaw. — Gtentlemen,  this  lad  was 
brought  before  the  class  last  Wednesday.  You  observe  that  the 
left  side  of  the  inferior  jaw  is  involved  in  a  tumor,  which  appears 
about  the  size  of  a  man's  fist ;  this  tumor  has  grown  rapidly, 
having  only  been  of  about  six  month's  standing ;  it  is  probably  of 
the  osteo  sarcomatous  variety,  and  inasmuch  as  up  to  this  time 
his  general  health  appears  to  be  unimpaired,  and  the  disease 
seems  confined  to  the  jaw,  we  propose  to  give  the  boy  the  best 
chance  for  life,  by  an  operation,  which  we  shall  perf(Hin  before 
you,  this  morning.  We  propose  to  tie  the  common  carotid,  as  a 
preliminary  to  the  removal  of  the  tumor,  in  order  to  cut  off  the 
supply  of  blood  to  that  region,  and  thus  prevent  excessive  hemor- 
rhage.   [The  patient,  a  lad  of  twelve  years  of  age,  was  now  put 
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under  the  full  influence  of  doroform.  Prof.  Mussej  then  cut 
down  aud  tied  the  carotid,  after  which  he  removed  the  diseased 
part,  in  the  common  manner.  The  bone  was  sawn  through,  at 
the  site  of  the  cuspid  tooth,  which  was  previously  extracted,  and 
after  heing  dissected  away  from  its  muscular  attachments,  was 
removed  by  disarticulation.]  Tou  observed,  gentlemen,  that  the 
hemorrhage  was  not  great,  and  that  it  was  only  necessary,  in 
dressing  the  wound,  to  tie  one  or  two  inconsiderable  arterial 
branches.  The  disease  extended  from  the  body  of  the  jaw  through 
the  ramus,  the  neck  of  the  condyle,  and  the  whole  of  the  coronoid 
process,  Tdiich  was  greatly  enlarged.  AU  forms  of  mechanical 
appliance  for  the  remedy  of  such  defects,  are  so  complete  at  this 
diy,  that  there  wiU  be  no  difficulty  in  giving  this  lad  a  very 
tolerable  jaw,  to  relieve  the  deformity.  I  have  performed  this 
operation  both  with  and  without  ligating  the  carotid,  and  in  one 
case  without  dividing  the  facial  nerve,  or  the  duct  of  Steno,  leav- 
ing the  symmetry  of  the  mouth  perfect,  after  recovery ;  but  in 
this  case  the  mass  of  disease  was  so  great,  and  extended  so  high 
up  the  bone,  that  I  did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  make  that 
attempt.  You  are  aware  that  the  removal  of  a  malignant  tumor 
is  often  followed  by  a  return  of  the  disease  at  some  point,  sooner 
or  later  causing  death ;  and  you  will  need'  to  exercise  your  most 
careful  judgment,  as  to  the  propriety  of  operations  of  this  kind. 
I  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  somewhat  fully  upon  this  subject 
during  the  regular  course ;  at  this  time  I  only  remark,  that  in  the 
case  of  the  patient  now  on  the  table,  without  an  operation,  death 
would  have  ultimately  resulted  from  the  extension  of  the  dis- 
ease; there  is  considerable  probability,  with  his  appearance  of 
good  general  health,  that  the  disease  may  not  return,  and  at 
all  events  that  his  life  wUl  be  materially  prolonged. 

1856,  Jan.  15.     The  patient  was  discharged  to-day  from  the 
hospital,  the  wound  entirely  cicatrized.  E.  B.  S. 
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BEVIEWS  AND   NOTICES. 


AST.  IX. — Physiological  Chemittry :  By  Prof.  C.  6.  Lehxakx  ;  translated  firom 
the  second  edition,  by  Geobge  E,  Day,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  S.,  etc.  etc^  Professor  of 
Medicine  in  the  UniTersity  of  St.  Andrews ;  Edited  by  R.  K  Rogers,  M.  D., 
Prof,  of  Chemistry  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
Tania — with  an  appendix  of  Plates,  etc. ;  complete  in  two  volumes :  Philadel- 
phia, Blanchard  &  Lea,  1855. 

These  two  handsome  volumes  form  very  appropriate  and 
worthy  companions  to  Carpenter's  Physiology:  and  though  we 
have  not  had  the  leisure  to  give  the  work  a  careful  and  system- 
atic examination,  we  have  studied  it  enough  to  learn  that  it  is  a 
most  elaborate  and  complete  treatise  on  Animal  Chemistry,  being, 
as  briefly  expressed  by  the  author,  "  An  application  of  Chemistry 
to  the  elucidation  of  Physiology  and  Pathological  processes/'  It 
contains  chapters  on  the  Non-Nitrogenous  Acids,  as  Oxalic  Acid, 
Acetic  Acid,  Benzoic  Acid,  the  Fatty  Acids,  etc. ;  the  Mineral 
Constituents  of  the  Animal  Body ;  on  Saliva ;  on  Gastric  Juice, 
Blood,  Chyle,  Milk,  Seminal  Fluid,  Urine,  Cartilage,  Hair,  Di- 
gestion, Eespiration  and  Nutrition.  This  glance  at  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  contents,  aflFords  the  reader  an  idea  of  the  nature  and 
scope  of  the  work,  though  it  by  no  means  conveys  any  notion  of 
the  fullness  of  these  chapters,  with  their  various  divisions  and 
subdivisions.  The  chapter  on  blood  alone,  would  make  up  quite 
a  respectable  hand-book  of  a  hundred  pages,  giving  the  proper- 
ties, the  composition,  methods  of  analysis,  and  the  composition  of 
the  blood  in  various  physiological  and  pathological  conditions. 
This  work  was  translated  from  the  Grerman,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Cavendish  Society,  of  London;  and  the  American  edition 
has  the  authority  and  indorsement  of  Professor  Bobert  E. 
Eogers.     For  sale  by  H.  W.  Derby. 


Art.  X. — A  Treatise  on  Venereal  DiteaseSj  by  A.  Vidal  {Be  Cassis)  ^  Surgeon  to 
the  Venereal  Hospital  of  Paris,  author  of  a  "  Traite  de  Fathologie  Bocteme,  et  de 
Medecine  Operatoire,"  in  5  vols.,  etc.,  etc.,  with  colored  plates.  Translated 
with  annotations,  bj  Geobos  C.  Blackman,  M.  P.,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Medical 
and  Chirurgical  Society  of  London,  etc.  eta  Second  edition:  New  York,  Samuel 
S.  &  W.  Wood,  261  Pearl  street,  1855. 

The  diagnosis  of  the  more  obscure  forms  of  venereal  disease, 
is  of  great  importance ;   and  whether  the  physician  expects  to 
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treat  it  or  not,  he  must  be  able  to  detect  its  insidions  existence, 
if  he  would  avoid  mortification  to  himself  and  danger  to  his 
patient.  On  this  account,  it  is  important  for  every  medical  man 
to  have  a  reliable  standard  work  of  reference  in  his  library,  and 
be  familiar  with  its  essential  teachings.  Messrs.  Yidal  and 
Bicord  are  two  leading,  and,  in  some  respects,  rival  authorities 
on  this  subject.  Both  are  attached  to  the  Hospital  du  Midi,  the 
great  venereal  hospital  of  Paris  ;  and,  although  both  are  observ- 
ers of  like  facts,  and  under  like  facilities  and  circumstances,  they 
have,  in  many  respects,  arrived  at  opposite  conclusions.  Eicord 
has  been  regarded  by  the  great  body  of  the  American  medical 
profession,  as  chief  authority ;  but  there  is  no  reason  to  reject  the 
teachings  of  so  celebrated  a  man  as  M.  Vidal,  who  will  be  found 
to  have  brought  a  sound  judgment,  extensive  observation,  a 
mature  patience,  all  to  bear  in  the  production  of  the  work  now 
before  us.  The  good  taste  and  scholarship  of  Dr.  Blackman,  now 
Professor  of  Surgery  in  the  Medical  QoUege  of  Ohio,  is  exhibited 
in  the  American  edition,  much  to  his  credit.  The  various  forms 
of  venereal  diseases  are  illustrated  with  beautiful  colored  plates, 
and  the  work,  as  a  whole,  we  regard  as  a  very  valuable  treatise. 

For  sale  by  Moore,  Wilstach,  Keys  &  Co. 


Abt.  XI Memoir  of  Daniel   Drake,  M.  D.,  PhyHcian^  Professor  and  Author, 

Carefully  prepared  from  original  Letters  and   documents,  by  Edward  D. 
Mansfield.     1  vol.,  12 mo.;  price  $1,25. 

This  work  was  issued,  a  short  time  since,  from  the  publishing 
house  of  Applegate  &  Co.,  Cincinnati,  and  its  simple  announce- 
ment will  suffice  to  secure  the  interest  and  attention  of  the 
"  troops  of  friends  "  of  the  distinguished  Drake  ;  and  we  doubt 
not,  the  profession  throughout  the  West  and  South,  will  be 
eager  for  a  perusal  of  these  Memoirs.  Mr.  Mansfield  has  spoken 
of  Dr.  Drake  as  the  ^^  Physician ,  Professor  and  Author" — he 
might  have  added  with  great  propriety,  too,  the  Citizen,  The 
life  of  Dr.  Drake  is  cotemporaneous  with  the  growth  of  the 
West,  and  his  name  is  intimately  associated  with  many  of  its 
most  prominent  institutions  and  enterprises. 

For  sale  by  Applegate  &  Co. 
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Art.  Xn. — CUmeal  Ltetura  en  Surgery,  bu  M.  Nel^tov.  f^om  BoieB  taken  \fy 
Waiaieb  F.  Atles,  M.  D.  "  Nulla  est  alia  pro  oerto  noBcendi  Tia,  nisi  qnam 
plorimas  et  morbonmi,  et  dissectioiium  historias,  tarn  aliomm  proprias,  oolleo- 
tas  habere,  et  inter  se  oomparare/' — Morgagni,  Philadeli^iia :  J .  d,  Lippinoott 
&  Co.,  1855. 

We  have  already  had  occasion  to  notice  the  prominence  which 
has  been  given  to  clinical  instractions.  in  hospitals  and  medical 
institationsy  within  a  few  years  past.  This  feature  of  European 
medical  teaching,  is  being  adopted  by  American  teachers  with 
practical  and  profitable  results.  With  clinical  instruction  we  are 
also  having  voluminous  reports  of  clinical  lectures ;  of  this  sort 
is  the  new  and  popular  work  of  Prof.  Bedford,  noticed  in  our  last 
number.  We  have  now  before  us  another  handsome  volume  of 
the  same  class — a  contribution  to  our  professional  literature  by 
Dr.  Atlee,  of  Philadelphia.  Dr.  Atlee  was  an  attendant  on  the 
lectures  of  M.  N^laton,  during  three  years,  from  1851  to  1854, 
during  which  time  he  took  copious  notes  of  Nflaton's  clinics,  and 
this  volume  is  the  fruit  of  his  labors ;  and,  as  far  as  we  have  had 
time  to  examine  it,  a  most  excellent  work  it  is.  The  labors  of 
Dr.  Atlee  have  been  those  of  editor,  translator,  and  in  some 
instances,  original  author.  He  has  systematized  the  whole,  with 
almost  the  severe  method  of  Andral — free  from  confusion,  dear 
and  elegant  in  diction,  it  will  be  received  and  read  by  the  profes- 
sion in  this  country  with  great  pleasure.  The  volume  embraces 
a  large  range  of  surgical  affections,  and  we  have  already  had 
personal  occasion  to  consult  it  with  satisfaction ;  as  a  fair  specimen 
of  the  style  of  the  work,  as  well  as  for  its  practical  nature,  we 
close  this  notice  of  the  boek,  with  the  following  case  of  Tracheotomy 
in  Croup: 

"  December,  1861.  A  little  girl,  four  years  of  age,  was  carried 
to  the  hospital,  toward  the  close  of  the  fourth  day  of  an  attack  of 
the  croup. 

"The  symptoms  were  most  alarming.  After  trying  all  he 
could,  the  physician  in  attendance,  despairing  of  deriving  any 
benefit  from  medicinal  agents,  had  advised  tracheotomy  as  the 
only  resource.  M.  N^laton  performed  the  operation,  with  barely 
a  hope  of  saving  the  child,  as  the  accomplishment  of  a  duty  ; 
nothing,  he  said,  could  be  more  painful  than  to  be  forced  to  ope- 
rate under  such  circumstances.    The  first  time  he  had  practiced 
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tracheotomy,  it  was  followed  by  suooess ;  since  then  he  had  opera- 
ted in  twenty-four  cases,  and  every  one  died.  He  still,  however, 
persisted. 

"  As  to  the  manner  of  performing  the  operation,  he  used  to 
perform  it  in  two  strokes  of  the  knife,  one  to  reach  the  trachea, 
the  secqpd  to  open  it.  This  method  of  operating  is  hriUiant,  hut 
he  has  r^iounced  it,  because  he  has  seen  cases  in  which  the 
patients  died  from  the  introduction  of  blood  into  the  trachea.  It 
is  best  to  proceed  with  slowness,  following  the  different  layers  of 
tissue  one  by  one ;  the  veins  can  thus  be  removed  from  before  the 
knife,  you  pass  surely  between  the  muscles,  you  wait  until  the 
hemorrhage,  which  may  follow  the  incision  of  the  isthmus  of  the 
thyroid  g^d,  is  over,  and  then  open  the  trachea  when  all  is  dry. 
Death  does  not  take  place  in  these  cases  because  the  trachea  has 
been  opened  too  late,  for  it  does  not  result  from  a  continuation  of 
the  asphyxia,  but  from  a  continuation  of  the  disease.  To  check 
this,  he  has  used  nitrate  of  silver,  in  injection,  but  it  coairulated 
the  mucas  of  the  air-passages ;  he  tiie^toied  potassa.  bnt^  to 
renounce  it  alsa 

^*  Sometimes  after  the  operation,  in  swallowing,  liquids  pass 
into  the  trachea ;  the  surgeon  is  then  forced  to  introduce  them 
into  the  stomach  by  means  of  a  hard  catheter ;  there  is  no  alter- 
native. 

"  The  child  died  the  day  of  the  operation." 

For  sale  by  Truman  &  Spofford. 


Abt.  ym. — The  Moral  and  Intellectual  IHvenity  ofRaeeSf  with  particular  reference 
to  their  respectiye  influence  in  the  civil  and  political  history  of  mankind. 
F^m  the  French  of  Count  A.  Db  Gobineau  ;  with  an  Analytical  Introduction, 
etc.,  by  H.  Horz.  To  which  is  added  an  Appendix,  containing  a  summary  of 
the  latest  scientific  facts  bearing  upon  the  question  of  Unity,  or  Plurality  of 
Species,  by  J.  C.  Nott,  M.  D.,  of  Mobile.  Philadelphia:  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co., 
1856. 

We  have  for  this  new  book,  a  rather  formidable  title-page  to  a 
neat  duodecimo  of  five  hundred  pages,  and  small  pages  at  that. 
We  are  aware,  however,  that  the  size  of  a  volume  is  not  always 
an  index  of  its  importance  or  value ;  and  from  this  consideration 
we  have  deferred  preparing  a  notice  of  this  book  of  M.  Gobineau 
until  this  late  date,  still  hoping,  week  after  week,  to  find  leisure 
to  give  it  that  careful  examination,  and  full  perusal,  that  its 
topic  entitles  it  to ;  thus  far  we  have  not  been  able  to  do  this,  and 
we  shall  only  at  this  time  call  attention  to  it»  and  speak  of  its 
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prominent  scope,  and  our  impressions,  upon  a  hasty  review  and 
thumbing  of  the  book.  Gobineau's  Diversity  of  Baces  is  not, 
strictly,  a  professional  work,  but  it  takes  into  analysis  matters  of 
such  general  interest  to  the  race,  as  to  command  the  respectful 
attention  of  men  of  science  and  letters,  everywhere.  M.  Gt)bineau 
very  explicitly  denies  the  doctrine  of  a  plurality  of  origin  of  the 
human  family ;  but  he  holds,  that  the  various  distinct  races  of 
men  are  marked  with  certain  fixed  and  positive  characteristics  of 
mental,  moral,  and  physical  differences,  that  are  not  the  result 
of  political  institutions,  or  geographical  position,  or  any  like  cir- 
cumstances. He  likewise  holds,  that  these  diversities,  these  types 
of  the  human  race,  are  permanent.  These  positions  are  very  fully 
illustrated  by  historical  and  physiological  references ;  and  their 
bearings  upon  the  great  problem  of  civilization  treated  at  length. 
The  whole  is  prefaced  with  an  analytical  introduction  by  H.  Hotz ; 
and  Dr.  Nott,  of  Mobile,  has  added  an  appendix,  chiefly  in  expan- 
sion of  his  views  upon  the  plurality  of  origin  of  the  human  race. 
Dr.  Nott  has  been  somewhat  prominent  before  the  American  pro- 
fession, as  an  earnest  teacher  of  this  theory,  his  opinions  having 
been  already  presented  in  full  in  association  with  Agassiz  and  Glid- 
don,  in  their  large  work  on  the  Types  of  Mankind.  Having  thus 
summarily  indicated  the  character  of  Gobineau's  Diversity  of 
Baces,  we  leave  it  for  the  present,  trusting  we  shall  still  have 
occasion  to  return  to  its  study. 


Art.  XTV. — The  Anatomical  Remembrancer;  or  Complete  Pocket  Anatonust:  contain- 
ing a  concise  description  of  the  structure  of  the  human  body.  Second  Ameri- 
can, from  the  fourth  London  edition,  with  corrections  and  additions  by  C.  E. 
Isaacs,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in  the  Uniyersity  of  New  Tork.  New 
York,  8.  a  &  W.  Wood,  261  Pearl  street,  1856. 

This  work,  as  its  name  indicates,  is  simply  intended  as  a 
Pocket  Companion,  and  aid  to  the  memory  of  the  student,  and 
especially  while  engaged  in  the  detail  of  practical  anatomy.  We 
find  very  clear  descriptions  given  of  the  Anatomy  of  the 
Perineum,  the  Brain,  Anatomy  of  Hernia,  and  of  the  various 
important  organs. 

For  sale  by  Moore,  Wilstach,  Keys  &  Co. 
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EDITOBIAL  AND  MISCELLANY. 


PORTRAIT   OF  DR.   DRAKE. 

It  is  with  sincere  pleasure  that  we  send  out  this  number 
of  the  Observer  to  the  profession,  embellished  with  the  very  faith- 
ful and  finished  engraved  Portrait  of  our  late  distinguished 
townsman,  Prof.  Dai^iel  Drake.  And  we  doubt  not  our  readers 
will  treasure  this  picture,  as  we  shall,  as  a  memento  of  one  so 
eminent  in  our  midst  for  so  many  years.  The  Life  and  Times  of 
Dr.  Drake  arecotemporaneous  with  the  growth  of  the  whole  West. 
His  history  written,  records  the  history  of  Cincinnati,  its  litera- 
ture, its  Medical  Colleges  and  Hospitals,  its  leading  enterprises. 
His  history  too,  embraces  to  a  great  extent,  the  whole  medico- 
literary  history  of  the  West:  of  all  these  he  could  in  great  truth 
have  exclaimed  *^  magna  pars  fui  ;^^  and  for  fifty  years  the  name 
of  Daniel  Drake  has  been  familiar  to  the  people,  learned  and 
unlearned,  of  this  entire  valley.  We  had  intended  that  a  full 
Biographical  Sketch  should  accompany  the  engraving ;  for  lack 
of  this,  we  refer  our  readers  to  the  Life  of  Drake,  issued  some 
months  ago  from  the  press  of  the  Applegat^s,  in  this  city — ^by  Mr. 
Edward  Mansfield.  It  would,  however,  be  improper  to  pass  this 
occasion  without  giving  at  least  a  synoptical  table  of  the  promi- 
nent events  in  his  life. 

Dr.  Daniel  Drake  was  a  native  by  birth,  of  New  Jersey,  in 
1785,  but  removed  to  near  Maysville,  Kentucky,  in  1788.  In- 
fluenced by  some  accidental  acquaintance,  he  came  to  this  city, 
in  the  year  1800,  to  study  medicine  with  Dr.  Goforth,  then  the 
prominent  physician  of  this  little  village  of  Cincinnati ;  at  this 
time,  of  course.  Dr.  Drake  was  only  about  15  or  16  years  of  age. 
In  the  winter  of  1805-6  he  attended  a  course  of  medical  lectures 
in  Philadelphia,  and  a  second  course,  receiving  the  degree  of  M. 
D.,  (the  first  in  the  West)  in  the  winter  of  1815-16;  but  inter- 
mediately, had  been  already  engaged  in  active  practice  in 
Cincinnati,  had  married,  and  had  commenced  his  career  of  author^ 
ship. 

VOL.  L,  NO.  n — 6. 
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In  1817,  Dr.  Drake  was  chosen  to  fill  a  chair  in  the  Faculty 
of  the  Lexington  Medical  School,  the  first  Medical  College  in  the 
West;  but  in  1818-19-20,  we  find  him  actively  engaged  in  pro- 
curing the  charters,  and  organizing  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio, 
and  the  Commercial  Hospital  In  1823,  however,  he  is  for  a  time 
again  at  Lexington,  and  connected  with  the  Transylvania  Faculty. 

In  1824,  Dr.  Drake  took  an  active  and  zealous  part  in  behalf 
of  the  political  aspirations  of  his  personal  friend,  Mr.  Clay.  In 
1827,  becomes  connected  with  the  "  Western  Journal  of  Medical 
and  Physical  Sciences,"  of  which  he  was  the  active  spirit  for  more 
than  twenty  years;  about  the  same  time,  (1827)  he  commenced 
arranging  the  materials  for  his  great  work,  "  Diseases  of  the  In- 
terior Valley  of  North  America."*  At  his  death  the  first  half  of 
the  work  was  before  the  profession,  and  the  material  for  the  re- 
mainder in  a  state  of  considerable  completeness. 

He  subsequently  founds  an  Eye  Infirmary  in  Cincinnati ;  pub- 
lishes treatises  on  Cholera  ;  is  active  in  the  initiatory  steps  of  the 
great  Railway  enterprises  that  have  since  so  materially  contributed 
to  the  greatness  of  Cincinnati  and  the  prosperity  of  the  West ;  he 
revives  the  Cincinnati  College  with  a  Medical  Faculty ;  is .  at 
times  a  professor  in  Louisville  Medical  Institute ;  again  in  Medi- 
cal College  of  Ohio ;  and  still  again  in  Louisville ;  and  again  in 
Ohio  Medical  College,  in  1851 ;  Dies  Nov.  5th,  1852.  Thus  was 
Dr.  Drake  the  first  medical  student  of  Cincinnati — its  first  grad- 
uate in  medicine — its  first  medical  author,  and  first  medical  teacher. 

It  is  as  a  simple  tribute  of  professional  affection  that  we  desire 
thus  to  record  this  brief  outline  of  Dr.  Drake's  memoirs — and 
we  regret  that  we  must  at  this  time,  give  so  imperfect  a  notice 
of  his  life  and  labors.  While  living.  Dr.  Drake  commanded  the 
ardent  love  of  his  friends,  and  the  respect  even  of  his  enemies. 
His  life-long  ambition  was  to  be  a  great  teacher  of  medicine — 
vexatious  rivalries  thwarted  many  of  his  choicest  plans  and  hopes 
— yet  amidst  them  all,  he  reached  an  honorable  eminence  in  the 
profession ;  so  as  even  to  be  styled  in  a  prominent  Foreign  Review, 
the  "  American  Apostle  of  Medicine."    We  have  been  taught  to 

^Although  his  first  anpretending  little  Tolume  pablished  manj  years  before 
this,  and  which  had  giyen  him  an  earlj  and  enyiable  name  even  in  £urope,  was 
doubtless  the  initiatory  and  snggestor  of  his  great  work. 
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cherish  sinoerest  admiration  for  the  living  Drake,  and  for  his 
memory  in  death,  we  cultivate  the  most  profound  veneration.  Let 
us  strive  to  emulate  his  untiring  energy  of  purpose — ^his  industry 
—and  his  many  virtues. 

The  Portrait  of  Prof.  Mussey,  engraved  in  the  same  style  of 
art  as  that  of  Drake  in  this  number,  will  be  given  in  the  Observer 
sometime  during  the  year. 


4  •♦»  » 


A  word  for  the  New  Jersey  Medical  Reporter  ;  its  notice  of  the 
*^  American  Eclectic  Obstetrics,  by  John  King^  M.  D.,  etc." 

In  the  October  number  of  the  New  Jersey  Medical  Reporter,  we 
were  astonished  to  see  a  commendatory  notice  of  the  above  book. 
How  the  editor  could  even  stoop  to  notice  the  book  is  to  us 
passing  strange.  If  a  publisher  should  send  us  a  book  with  any 
sucli  title,  we  would  send  it  back  to  him,  especially  if  he  asked 
ns  for  even  a  notice.  The  title  is  enough  to  condemn  it.  Who 
ever  heard  of  "American  Eclectic  Obstetrics"  before  the  ap- 
pearance of  this  book? 

One  would  suppose  that  such  men  as  Dewees,  Hodge,  Meigs, 
Miller  and  others,  had  never  written  a  line  on  Obstetrics.  English, 
Irish,  Scotch  or  French  "  Eclectic  Obstetrics,"  would  sound  quite 
as  well.  It  is  a  pity  Prof.  Simpson  did  not  place  on  the  title  page 
of  his  papers,  Scotch  '^.Eclectic  Obstetrics." 

Who  is  there  that  would  not  be  digusted?  aye,  more,  there  are 
few,  we  take  it,  who  would  even  look  with  a  critic's  eye,  much  less 
extend  a  friendly  hand  to  such  books.  If  our  cotemporary  is  really 
ignorant  of  the  character  and  position  of  the  author  of  "  Ameri- 
can Eclectic  Obstetrics,"  we  forgive  him.  He  is  one  of  the  faculty 
of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  in  this  city— one  of  the  most  no- 
torious quack-schools  in  the  country.  Every  ism  has  been  and  is 
taught  in  it,  Homeopathy,  Hydropathy,  Phrenology,  and  Eclec- 
tidsm,  (Providence  save  us  from  such)  have  all  been  and  are 
still  with  one  or  two  exceptions  taught  in  it.  Its  professors  have 
been  loud  and  deep  in  their  abuse  of  the  scientific  profession.  In 
public  lectures  before  their  classes,  and  through  the  daily  printfi, 
have  these  gentlemen  done  all  they  could  to  break  dowa'the 
regular  profession. 
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Thej  have  shown  wonderful  abilities  in  adding  to  the  literature 
of  the  profession,  if  the  editing  of  the  books  of  the  very  men 
they  abuse,  and  the  compilation  of  others,  can  be  said  to  show 
ability.  This  "  American  Eclectic  Obstetrics,^'  is  one  of  them : 
one  would  find  some  comfort  if  there  was  anything  new  or  valuble 
in  it — ^for  we  will  admit  the  good  and  true  wherever  we  find  it. 
There  are  many  of  our  brethren  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the 
character  of  this  school,  and  are  misled.  So  far  as  we  are  con- 
cerned, we  do  not  intend  that  they  shall  impose  on  the  regular 
profession,  either  with  their  school  or  their  books. 

We  are  sorry  to  give  the  above  book,  or  the  associates  of  its 
author,  so  much  notice  or  importance,  but  we  think  our  confrSre 
of  the  Keporter  is  in  need  of  light. 

He  says  that  he  is  afraid  his  "Cincinnati  friends"  will  yet 
suffer  from  the  word  Eclectic.  Our  confrSre  will  please  learn 
that  the  "  Eclectics  "  of  this  city,  are  a  set  of  empirics,  occupying 
the  position,  the  code  of  Ethics,  which  they  so  heartily  despise, 
places  them  in. 

Their  great  object  at  present,  is  to  get  into  respectable  society 
— ^be  acknowledged  by  the  regular  profession.  Notices  like  the 
one  in  the  Reporter,  are  calculated  to  assist  them  in  the  attainment 
of  so  desirable  an  object.     But  we  do  not  intend  they  shall  succeed. 

They  are  fallen  angels,  and  between  them,  and  the  truly  regular 
and  eclectic  profession,  there  is  an  impassable  gulf.  We  never 
knew  a  quack  to  repent.     With  us,  once  a  quack,  always  a  quack. 

If  there  is  any  set  of  quacks  whom  we  loath  more  than  others, 
it  is  the  class  of  gentry  calling  themselves  Eclectics.  We  are 
not  single  or  alone  in  this  city  in  our  appreciation  of  them.  The 
only  proper  course  to  pursue,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  is  that 
of  dignified  silence  and  contempt. 

We  hope  the  editor  of  the  Reporter  after  reading  this  article, 
will  treat  them,  and  their  books  in  the  same  way. 


QUACKERY. 


Ih  the  daily  Oommereial  of  December  10th,  there  appeared  a 
lengthy  report  of  an  amputation  at  the  hip-joint,  by  Prof.  Blackman, 
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at  the  Commercial  Hospital  of  this  city.  Since  then  we  have  seen 
two  or  three  notices  of  operations  hy  the  same  gentleman.  We 
were  mnch  surprised,  as  well  as  mortified,  to  see  these  notices. 
Surprised,  for  the  reason  that  Prof.  B.  came  to  the  city,  heralded 
as  a  dignified,  high-toned  gentleman — ^mortified,  for  the  reason 
that  such  is  the  course  of  one  of  the  most  notorious  quacks  in 
the  city,  making  pretensions  to  surgery.  Prof.  B.  can  hut  know 
that  such  a  course  is  highly  derogatory  to  well-hred  gentlemen, 
and  entirely  unworthy  the  character  of  any  one  having  any  po- 
sition or  respectahility.  It  will  he  said  that  such  reports  will  be 
published  without  the  consent  or  knowledge  of  the  person  named. 
To  those  who  do  not  know,  this  will  be  a  good  excuse.  In  "  days 
of  lang-syne,"  when  we  were  one  of  the  resident  physicians  of 
the  Hospital,  and  when  many  more  operations  of  a  capital  charac- 
ter were  performed  than  at  present,  there  were  never  any  reports 
of  them  in  the  newspapers.  Since  then,  however,  some  one  of 
the  papers  is  made  a  medium  of  communicating  every  now  and 
then  the  wonderful  and  unusual  operations  performed  in  the  Hos- 
pital;  one  of  the  predecessors  of  Prof.  B.,  allowed  reports  of  his 
operations  to  be  published  in  the  same  paper,  without  either  honor 
or  profit  to  himself. 

Again,  we  know  of  several  operations  having  been  performed 
in  another  institution,  and  in  private  practice,  without  one  word 
having  been  published  in  a  newspaper  concerning  them.  We 
anticipate  the  charges  which  will  be  brought  against  us  for  this 
stricture  on  Prof.  B.  But  while  we  live  in  the  profession,  we  intend 
to  lay  on,  and  spare  no  one,  be  his  position  high  or  low,  who  vio- 
lates the  code  of  ethics,  or  does  anything  to  injure  our  noble  pro- 
fession. 

To  show  that  we  have  ground  for  our  remarks,  let  us  refresh  the 
minds  of  all  with  a  reference  to  the  code  of  ethics.  In  article 
first,  section  third,  we  find  the  following:  "It  is  derogatory  to 
the  dignity  of  the  profession  to  resort  to  public  advertisements 
or  private  cards  or  handbills,  inviting  the  attention  of  individuals 
affected  with  particular  diseases — publicly  offering  advice  and 
medicine  to  the  poor  gratis,  or  promising  radical  cures,  or  to  pub- 
KA  cases  and  operations  in  the  daily  prints^  or  suffer  such  ptiblica- 
turns  to  be  made;  to  invite  laymen  to  be  present  at  operations^  to 
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boMt  of  cnres  and  remedies,  to  adduce  eertifieatei  of  Mil  and 
success  J  or  to  perform  any  other  sunilar  acts." 

These  are  the  ordinary  pradiee^  of  empirie$t  <^  &i^  highly 
reprehensible  in  a  regular  poniion.  As  journalists  or  physidans, 
we  intend  to  expose  and  read  ont  of  the  profession,  all  who  con- 
tinue to  violate  the  code  of  ethics.  A  disregard  and  open  violation 
of  the  code  is  the  prominent  characteristic  of  all  quacks.  We 
intend  to  be  no  way  chary  or  delicate  in  our  language,  but  to 
speak  ont  strongly,  clearly,  and  pointedly,  without  regard  to  the 
position  or  reputation  of  those  interested. 

This  kind  of  quackery  must  be  stopped,  at  least  among  those 
making  pretensions  to  be  scientific  men. 

In  this  city,  and  we  may  say  the  West,  a  reputation  gained  by 
newspaper  puffing  is  very  short-lived.  We  thank  Providence  that 
'*  our  lines  have  fallen  in  pleasant  places,''  in  so  far  as  that  a 
solid,  enduring  reputation  is  solely  dependent  on  the  opinions  of 
the  profession. 

It  rarely  fails  to  do  justice,  in  giving  a  man  all  he  deserves. 
We  do  not  believe  any  one  can  succeed  here  who  treats  with  con- 
tempt the  opinion  of  his  compeers. 

We  want  at  the  present  time,  high-toned  gentlemen,  sensitive 
of  the  honor  of  a  common,  but  noble  profession.  We  hope  Prof. 
Blackman  will  see  to  it  in  the  future,  that  ^'  laymen  "  shall  not 
**  he  present  ^^  at  his  "  operations,^^  and  that  he  will  not  *^  suffer 
publications  "  of  his  operations  "  to  be  made ''  in  the  daily  prints- 
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DECEPTION. 

In  the  medical  profession^  deception  and  quackery  are  insepa- 
rable. Notorious  quacks  are  as  notorious  for  lying  and  deception; 
while  those  who  lie,  and  try  to  deceive,  are  as  uniformly  found, 
Hooner  or  later,  among  the  subjects  of  quackdom.  One  of  the 
tricks  of  certain  pseudo-authors,  in  this  city,  in  attaching  titles 
t*o  their  names,  is  merely  to  put  the  initials  which  designate  their 
relations  to  a  quack  school,  while  the  titles  deemed  honorable  are 
carefully  written  out  in  full.  For  instance,  E.  M.  Institute,  for 
Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  knowing  full  well  that  this,  if  written 
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in  full,  would  expose  their  standing,  where  the  character  of  this 
shabby  ooncem  is  known.  We  call  upon  the  press  devoted  to 
scientific  medicine,  every  where,  to  be  on  its  guard,  and  not  unwa- 
rily to  be  led  into  favorable  notices  of  books,  periodicals,  and 
papers  written  by  these  worthless  fellows,  some  of  whom  have 
formerly  had  standing  and  management  sufficient  to  obtain  some 
titles  attached  to  respectability.  This  whole  species  of  quackery 
is  an  off-shoot  from  Thompsonianism,  with  an  attempt  to  white- 
wash it,  and  fraternize  with  the  regular  profession. 


MEDICAL  JOURNALS. 

Wb  have  a  large  number  of  medical  joumaU  in  the  United 
States,  yet  we  believe  there  is  room  for  one  more,  which,  if  properly 
conducted,  would  meet  with  signal  success.  A  North  American 
Quarterly  Medical  Beview,  devoted  exclusively  to  the  notice  oi 
new  works,  and  reports  on  the  progress  of  different  departments 
of  medicine,  would  be  something  new  with  us ;  and  we  apprehend 
that  the  time  is  drawing  near  for  such  a  publication,  if  it  has  not 
already  arrived. 

It  would  require  an  association  of  the  best  medical  talent  of 
the  country,  and  should  be  established  on  an  independent,  firm, 
enlarged,  and  liberal  basis,  disconnected  from  our  medical  schools 
and  publishing  houses ;  at  least  sufficiently  so  as  not  to  be  biased 
materially  by  the  influences  of  either.  A  man  should  control  it 
who  would  rise  above  all  these  influences,  and  in  whom  the  confi- 
dence of  the  profession  could  be  implicitly  placed.  It  must  be 
obvious  to  all,  on  a  little  reflection,  that  our  journals,  whether 
monthly,  or  quarterly,  devoted  to  the  current  articles  of  the  day, 
are  not  adapted  to  fulfil  this  office  in  a  satisfactory  manner ;  and 
hence  the  necessity  of  such  a  publication  as  we  have  named. 
What  say  our  co-laborers  of  the  press  ? 

We  naturally  look  to  our  eastern  brethren  to  take  the  initiative 
in  such  a  movement,  but  we  trust  the  West  will  contribute  its 
part  to  such  an  enterprize. 
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THE  AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

This  body  holds  ita  next  3e33i<>n  in  Detroit,  on  Tuesday,  the  6th 
of  May.  It  13  with  much  pleasure  that  we  refer  to  this  Associa- 
tion :  we  believe  it  has  accomplished  much  good,  and  is  exerting 
a  powerful  and  rapidly  increasing  influence  on  the  profession  of 
the  United  States. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  next  m(}eting  will  be  largely  attended, 
by  our  western  physicians,  and  that  medical  societies  will  make 
their  appointments  of  delegates  early,  so  as  to  give  time  to  pro- 
cure substitutes  in  cases  of  inability  to  attend.  It  is  the  duty  of 
every  physician  of  the  West  to  assist  in  making  this  meeting  one 
of  interest  and  profit,  and  wc  doubt  not  it  will  be  done. 

As  connected  with  this  subject,  we  will  copy  a  portion  of  an 
article  from  the  Associaticn  JHedical  Jcumalj  for  September  1, 
1854,  and  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  Philadelphia  Medical 
News.  This  journal  copies  our  code  of  ethics  entire,  in  conside- 
ration of  its  excellence,  and  then  makes  the  following  remarks, 
which  will,  we  think,  be  read  with  interest  by  all  American 
physicians. 

"  Founded  upon  such  an  ethical  basis,  and  actuated  by  such 
lofty  principles,  the  American  Medical  Association  has  grown  and 
flourished,  giving  evidence  at  once  of  all  the  freshness  of  youth, 
and  much  of  the  vigor  of  maturity.  From  time  to  time  its  laws 
have  undergone  trifling  modifications,  in  order  to  maintain  perfect 
equality  of  representation  between  the  different  States  and  socie- 
ties— ^which  fair  representation  must  be  regarded  as  the  most 
essential  feature  of  the  system.  From  time  to  time  additional  or 
extraordinary  committees  have  been  appointed  to  fulfil  the  various 
duties  that  have  devolved  upon  the  increasing  weight  and  influ- 
ence of  the  Association,  or  to  meet  the  various  exigencies  that 
external  circumstances  have  produced.  But  in  oi£er  respects 
there  has  been  no  change ;  and  year  after  year,  in  one  or  another 
of  the  great  cities  of  the  United  States,  the  chosen  delegates  have 
assembled,  justly  possessing  the  confidence  of  their  constituents, 
and  comprising  within  their  ranks  the  most  shining  talent,  and 
the  most  distinguished  worth  that  the  medical  profession  in 
America  can  supply.  Of  such  a  body  as  this — the  most  enlight- 
ened representatives  of  tiie  greatest  medical  constituency  in  the 
world — ^it  would  be  presumptuous  for  us  to  speak  in  terms  of 
pnuse/' 
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After  enamerating  certain  objects  which  have  been  accom- 
plished by  the  association,  the  writer  says : 

"  We  have  now,  as  fully  as  our  narrow  limits  will  permit,  laid 
before  our  readers  an  account  of  the  government,  the  animus, 
and  the  operations  of  the  American  Medical  Association.  It  would 
be  a  pleasant  task  to  dwell  longer  upon  these  topics,  and  to  fill  in 
with  appropriate  shading  the  scant  outline  that  now  appears  upon 
our  pages.  But  instead  of  doing  so,  we  must  turn  at  once  to  the 
practical  question  which  even  this  outline  can  not  fail  to  suggest ; 
we  must  inquire  into  the  causes  of  that  success,  especially  in 
ethical  reform,  which  we  can  not  fail  greatly  to  admire,  and  can 
scarcely  refrain  from  envying.  Those  causes  are  to  be  found,  we 
believe,  solely  in  the  moral  power  which  is  inseparable  from  a 
constitution  based  upon  the  principle  of  equal  repre^entationJ^ 

Monthly  Choi  wiih  Readers,  Friendsi  and  Correspondents. — We 
wish  to  return  our  thanks  to  our  friends  for  the  prompt  responses 
so  many  have  made  in  behalf  of  the  Observer.  We  believe  every 
man  that  practices  medicine,  ought  to  take  and  read  at  least  one 
good  journal ;  better  still  if  he  can  have  the  benefit  of  several ; 
and  as  money  is  not  an  abundant  commodity  with  a  large  number 
of  our  profession,  we  have  determined,  from  the  beginning,  to  put 
the  price  of  this  journal  as  low  as  it  can  possibly  be  afforded, 
and  yet  make  it  a  first  class  medical  monthly,  in  character  and 
appearance.  We  want  it  to  be  of  such  a  character,  in  all  respects, 
that  our  friends  will  not  be  ashamed  to  have  it  on  their  office 
table.  To  accomplish  this  we  are  ready  to  contribute  time  and 
labor.  We  have  full  faith  that  the  profession  will  yet  more 
abundantly  respond  to  these  efforts,  in  subscriptions  and  contri- 
butions ;  a  little  personal  attention  by  those  receiving  this  number, 
will  secure  all  this,  safely  enough.  IB* We  shall  still  send  this 
nnmber  of  the  Observer  to  many  points  from  which  we  have  thus 
far  received  no  response.  We  trust  all  such  will  be  so  well  pleased 
with  our  February  appearance,  as  to  be  anxious  to  have  a  monthly 
visit  for  the  year ;  but  any  receiving  this  number,  who  do  not 
wish  to  be  subscribers,  will  please  return  it.  We  return  our  thanks 
to  our  friends  in  Dayton  for  their  interest  in  our  behalf,  but  espe- 
cially to  our  friend.  Dr.  McDermont,  are  we  under  obligations  for 
his  efforts.  We  only  hope  for  an  opportunity  to  give  them  some 
small  token  in  return,  and  in  the  mean  time,  we  trust  they  will 
oontinne  to  prosper,  in  "  basket  and  store." 
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Notwithstanding  a  great  deal  of  care,  several  vexationB 

errors  found  their  way  into  the  January  number ;  some  of  these 
were  observed  while  the  number  was  passing  through  the  press» 
but  too  late  for  correction;  of  these  we  note,  Fhrogene,  on  page  15, 
should  read  JPhloridzin — ^the  phrase,  '*  corps  de  observation/  on 
page  48,  should  read,  ^^  €crp%  d^  observation^^ — "Hanbury  on 
Mineral  Waters,"  page  8,  of  course  is  an  unintentional  familiarity 
with  our  esteemed  correspondent;  these,  with  some  of  minor 
importance.  We  shall  make  it  a  point,  if  possible,  to  avoid 
hereafter  these  kind  of  errata,  annoying  alike  to  ourselves  and 
our  readers. 

^Very  acceptable  articles  are  on  hand  from  Drs.  Lamme, 

Stanton,  and  Flunmier,  which  will  have  place  very  soon. 

Circular  to  the  Physicians  of  Ohio, — The  Committee  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  "  On  Medical  Topography,  Epi- 
demic Diseases  and  most  successful  treatment  thereof,"  address 
you  this  circular,  in  their  endeavor  to  get  together  materials  for 
a  medical  history  of  the  country.  Please  communicate  to  the 
address  of  the  undersigned,  any  and  all  information  which  may 
enable  him  to  make  a  report,  in  which  due  credit  will  be  given 
to  each  collaborator,  and  his  name  mentioned  in  connection  with 
tBcis  and  histories  furnished  by  him. 

Please  mention  every  thing  that  has  been  printed  or  published 
about  the  medical  history  of  your  district,  any  topographical 
account,  or  histories  of  any  particular  epidemics,  and  say  how  far 
your  own  observation  enables  you  to  vouch  for  facts  therein 
presented. 

Geological  and  physical  charts  are  very  desirable,  as  well  as 
descriptions  of  peculiar  features  of  country  or  city. 

Please  mention  all  ^epidemics  of  which  you  may  have  any 
knowledge,  being  particular  to  assign  limits  of  time  and  space  as 
exactly  as  possible,  giving,  in  connection  with  each  disease,  the 
peculiar  features  of  the  country,  city,  ward,  or  street,  where  it 
prevailed,  with  slope  of  rocks,  character  of  soil,  meteorological 
records  and  observations,  altitude  above  the.  ocean,  or  adjacent 
bodies  of  water,  character  of  the  water,  artificial  changes,  as  by  cul- 
tivation, cutting  down  or  planting  of  trees,  sewerage,  drainage,  etc. 
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Any  sapposed  causes  of  disease,  pecoliar  symptoms,  post-mortem 
appearances,  prevention,  therapeutical  influences,  and  all  details 
of  age,  sex,  nativity,  occupation,  etc.,  of  individuals,  and  of  the 
duration  and  severity  of  disease  at  different  periods,  proportion  of 
mortality,  etc.,  etc,  should  he  given. 

An  answer  to  this  communication  is  desired  on  or  before  the 
first  of  January,  1857. 

Address,  Geo.  Mbndbnhall,  M.  D.,  197  Fourth  street,  Cin- 
cinnati, Committee  for  Ohio. 

Uxchan^es.— The  following  journals  have  been  received  in 
exchange:  American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  Jan.,  1856; 
Medical  News  and  Library,  Jan.,  1856 ;  Medical  Examiner,  Jan., 
1856 ;  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  weekly,  Jan.,  1856; 
American  Medical  Gazette,  N.  Y.,  Jan.,  1856 ;  New  York  Journal 
of  Medicine,  etc.,  Jan.,  1856 ;  American  Journal  of  Insanity,  Jan., 
1856 ;  Iowa  Medical  Journal,  for  Sept.,  1855 ;  Peninsular  Journal 
of  Medicine,  Jan.,  1856 ;  N.  H.  Med.  Journal,  Jan.,  1856 ;  Buffalo 
Medical  Journal,  Jan.,  1856;  Medical  and  Surgical  Beiporter, 
N.  J.,  Jan.,  1856;  Medical  Counsellor,  No.  2,  Jan.,  1856. 


♦  •♦ 


MONTHLY  SUl^IMABY 


Chloroform  in  Pneumonia. — A  Hungarian  Physician,  Dr. 
Stohandl,  reports  three  cases  of  pneumonia,  in  which  much  ben- 
efit was  derived  from  the  inhalation  of  small  quantities  of  chloro- 
form (30  to  40  drops),  repeated  several  times  a  day.  After  each 
inhalation  the  symptoms  were  relieved ;  after  four  or  six  hours 
they  again  became  aggravated,  but  were  again  relieved  by  a 
repetition  of  the  inhalation.  In  from  five  to  eight  days  a  cure 
was  effected. — Revue  de  Therap.  Med,  Ohirurg.,  Oct.  1,  1855, 
from  Ungar.  ZeitschrifL 

SoUdified  Milk, — ^This  is  made  by  adding  to  112  lbs.  of  fresh 
milk,  28  lbs.  white  sugar,  and  a  tablespoonfuU  of  bi-carbonate  of 
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soda.  It  is  then  evaporated  in  a  water  bath  at  a  moderate  tem- 
perature, being  stirred  and  agitated  all  the  while,  but  so  mode- 
rately as  to  avoid  churning.  In  three  hours  it  assumes  a  pastj 
consistency,  and  by  constant  manipulation  and  warming,  it  is 
reduced  to  a  rich,  creamy-looking  powder.  It  is  then  exposed  to 
the  air  to  cool,  weighed  into  parcels  of  a  pound  each,  and  pressed 
into  a  brick-shaped  tablet,  which  is  covered  with  tin-foil.  This 
will  keep  for  any  length  of  time,  and  may  be  grated  and  dissolved 
in  water  for  use,  answering  all  the  purposes  of  ordinary  milk, 
even  to  the  making  of  butter.  Our  ships  and  steamers  will  find 
this  solidified  milk  convenient  and  economical,  and  it  may  come 
into  general  use  in  cities.  It  is  particularly  convenient  for  use 
in  sicK  rooms  and  hospitals. — Memphis  Hed*  Recorder, 

Oidtivation  of  Liquorice  in  this  country. — ^A  correspondent  of 
the  New  York  Times  (Mr.  William  R  Prince,  of  Flushing,  L.  L), 
is  of  the  opinion  that  the  officinal  Glycyrrhiza  Glabra  may  be 
easily  cultivated  in  this  country.  He  says:  "The  liquorice  is 
one  of  the  most  important  plants  that  is  destined  to  be  added  to 
American  agriculture,  and  merits  at  our  hands  an  early  adoption, 
on  account  of  the  facility  of  its  culture,  its  great  usefulness  for 
various  purposes,  and  for  the  large  profit  it  yields  to  the  culti- 
vator. When  the  high-priced  lands  of  England  are  profitably 
devoted  to  it,  how  much  more  profitable  must  it  prove,  where  land 
is  plentiful  and  cheap,  and  where,  above  all,  as  in  several  of  the 
Western  States,  the  soil  is  naturally  permeable,  free  from  all 
stones,  and  no  manuring  required.  It  is,  indeed,  mortifying  to 
American  pride,  to  witness  the  many  thousands  now  paid  to 
Europe  for  an  article  like  this,  so  simple  in  its  culture  that  we 
ought  to  be  the  largest  exporters  of  it,  thus  adding  another  item 
to  our  *  granary  of  the  world.' 

"  It  has  long  been  extensively  cultivated  in  Spain,  and  from 
the  commencement  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign  it  has  been  largely 
grown  in  various  parts  of  England." 

Besides  its  employment  in  medicine,  liquorice  is  extensively 
nsed  in  the  manufacture  of  porter  and  other  preparations  con- 
taining saccharine  ingredients,  and  its  introduction  into  this 
country  could  not  fail  to  be  profitable. 

British  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Medical  Science. — 
This  Association  has  had  several  very  interesting  meetings  at 
Glasgow,  during  the  week,  attended  by  Baron  Liebig,  Dr.  Dau- 
beny,  Dr.  Playfeir,  Sir  David  Brewster,  Dr.  Carpenter,  Dr.  Sten- 
house,  Professor  Owen,  etc.,  etc.    Among  the  few  subjects  in 
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relation  to  medicine,  we  may  mention  that  Dr.  Danbeny,  of 
Oxford,  exMbited  a  small  set  of  grain  weights,  for  weighing 
medicines,  made  of  the  new  metal  "  aluminium,^'  for  which  it 
seems  peculiarly  adapted,  by  its  very  superior  brilliance  as  a 
metal,  and  its  great  lightness ;  so  that  |th  of  a  grain  of  strych- 
nine, for  instance,  may  be  weighed  with  a  weight  as  large  as 
the  present  \  grain  weight  of  the  surgery  drawer.  The  alumin- 
ium weight  also  does  not  contract  rust  or  verdigris.  A  new 
compound  of  chlorine,  analogous  to  the  allotropic  condition  of 
oxygen  in  ozone,  was  exhibited  by  Dr.  Andrews,  of  Belfast,  and 
may  hereafter  be  found  to  play  an  important  part  in  the  theory 
of  disinfection  and  deodorization  by  chlorine.  Baron  Liebig  read 
a  paper  on  a  new  compound  of  fulminic  acid,  the  salts  of  which 
are  of  adamantine  brilliancy.  Chevalier  Clausen  exhibited  arti- 
ficial gutta-percha,  likely  to  be  very  useful  in  forming  splints 
and  other  appliances  for  surgeons.  Various  interesting  papers 
were  also  communicated,  on  the  physiological  changes  in  marine 
vivaria,  etc. — Lancet,  Sept.  22,  1855. 

On  the  communication  of  Syphilis  by  Vaccine  Lymph, — The 
question  of  the  influence,  of  syphilis  upon  vaccination  is  one  of 
importance ;  the  opinion  is  very  wide  spread  among  the  laity,  that 
vaccine  lymph  taken  from  an  unhealthy  child  generates  disease. 
A  case  in  point  has  lately  occurred  in  Bamberg,  a  town  of  Bavaria, 
where  a  medical  man  was  condemned  to  two  years'  imprisonment 
for  having  vaccinated  several  children  from  a  child  exhibiting  a 
syphilitic  eruption  on  its  face  and  body.  The  witnesses  asserted 
that  the  vaccine  pustules  had  not  been  properly  developed,  and 
were  followed  by  tedious  ulcerations.  Moreover,  nine  grown-up 
persons  were  asserted  to  be  reinfected  by  the  children  tainted 
through  the  vaccine  pustule.  The  judgment  was  commuted  in 
consequence  of  the  opinions  expressed  by  Messrs.  Heyfelder  and 
Pauli,  two  distinguished  medical  men  of  Rhenish  Bavaria,  whose 
judgment  has  been  supported  by  that  of  Ricord  and  Cullerier, 
who  utterly  deny  the  possibility  of  communication  of  the  syphi- 
litic poison  by  the  agency  of  vaccine  lymph.  Cullerier,  accord- 
ing to  the  Bulletin  de  ThSrapeutiquey  from  which  we  extract  these 
facts,  states  that  he  has  not  only  vaccinated  syphilitic  children 
^rithout  ever  seeing  the  vaccine  in  any  way  modified  by  the  syphi- 
litic diathesis,  but  that  he  has  vaccinated  healthy  children  from 
syphilitic  infants  without  ever  perceiving  the  slightest  unpleasant 
results.  The  Socidt^  de  Chirurgie,  through  their  reporter,  M. 
Brocas,  have  pronounced  absolutely  in  favor  of  the  views  of 
Messrs.  Ricord  and  Cullierier. — JB.  ^  F.  Med.-Chirurg.  Rev.,  Oct., 
1855,  from  Bull.  GSn.  de  ThSrap.,  July,  1855. 
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JBntertainmeni  by  the  MBdical  IhusuUy  of  Harvard  Dniveniiy."^ 
Another  elegant  entertainment  was  given  on  Saturday  evening 
by  the  Faculty  of  the  Medical  College  to  the  students  attending 
lectures.  A  large  number  of  Physicians  of  this  dty  and  the 
vicinity  were  also  present.  The  occasion  was  a  most  interesting 
one,  and  the  guests  of  the  faculty  separated  after  having  passed 
a  delightful  evening. — BoiL  Med,  and  Surg.  Joun^  Jan.  3,  1856. 
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OBITUABIES. 


It  is  with  profound  regret,  says  the  Medical  News,  that  we 
record  the  death  of  Theodobic  Kometn  Beck,  which  occurred  at 
Albany,  on  the  19th  of  November  last,  in  the  66th  year  of  his  age. 

"  Dr.  Beck  was  bom  in  Schenectady,  August  11, 1791 ;  in  1807 
he  graduated  at  Union  College,  and  soon  afterward  commenced 
his  medical  studies  with  Drs.  McClelland  and  Law,  at  Albany, 
and  subsequently  entered  the  office  of  the  late  Dr.  David  Hosack, 
of  this  city.  In  1811,  he  graduated  at  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  the  subject  of  his  Thesis  being  Insanity.  In 
1815,  he  was  appointed  Professor  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine, 
and  Lecturer  on  Medical  Jurisprudence  in  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons  in  Western  New  York.  In  1817,  owing  to 
ill  health,  he  retired  from  the  general  practice  of  medicine. 
Dr.  B.  was  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Begents  of  the  University 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  one  of  the  Managers  of  the  State 
Lunatic  Asylum,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  for  some  time  the 
editor  of  the  American  Journal  of  Inscmity.  He  was  also  a 
regular  and  valuable  contributor  to  the  pages  of  the  American 
Journal  of  Sciences,  In  1823,  he  published  the  first  edition  of 
his  work  on  Medical  Jurisprudence ;  the  eighth  edition  of  which, 
much  enlarged,  was  not  long  since  issued  from  the  press.  Thus 
has  passed  from  our  midst  the  last  of  this  talented  family." — New 
York  Medical  Times,  Dee.,  1855. 

Says  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Examiner:  "We  have  heard 
with  sincere  regret,  of  the  recent  death  of  Dr.  J.  F.  Peebles,  of 
Petersburg,  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Virginia  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal. 

Died,  at  Brighton,  November  19,  1856,  aged  seventy-four, 
Thomas  Copbland,  Esq.,  author  of  the  well-faiown  work,  **Oli 
some  of  the  Principal  Diseases  of  the  Bectum.'' 
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OncDnriTi,  Dadember,  18SS. 
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SUMMARY. 


Clear  days  In  the  msatta, 
Vailable— inn  visible. 
Claudr — nn  not  vlsltile. 
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DefUhofniBaiidindtedaMnr.faithenoath.      .......      S.^iBclL 

ATenigedepUiorniBaadBdteilmnriBDeeember.fbrthelMlteBjenB.il  -       &80iBcii. 
Greateet  tlefih  oTniB  aad  melted  iBoviBaBjDcc^  tbelaettcByean^  wasiB  184S.  1L23  inch. 
Least  depth  of  nia  aad  mdted  sbow  in  any  December  ia  ten  yearn  was  ia  1853.      1.86  incb. 
Tbe  bigbeet  tempefatore  of  the  jear,  was  oa  tbe  ITth.  l%th.  aad  90ih  ofJalj.  eadi,  S5  d^. 
Tbe  lowest  temperature  of  tbe  jear,  was  on  tbe  dOth  of  December.     ...       8  d^ 

Mean  temperatiire  of  tbe  hottest  day  in  the  jear.  90th  Jnly.       ....     86.50  dog. 

Mean  temperaune  of  tbe  coldest  da]r.36Cb  December.    ......       7  deg. 

Do.  do.         of  tbe  year.        -..-..-..-     54.58  deg. 

Tbe  highest  temperature  mdicated  in  sixteen  years,  is  -       -       -  -       -     99  deg. 

The  lowest  temperatore  indicated  in  sixteen  years,  19tta  aad  80th  Jannary.  1853.  is  10  d^;reet 
below  zero. 
Mean  iemperstine  of  tbe  last  sixteen  years,  is  55.75— Centigrade;  13J  deg. 
Mean  annual  depth  of  rain  and  snow  water,  in  the  last  sixteen  years.  48.63  indies^ 
Mean  annual  depth  of  snow  in  last  sixteen  years,  21.10  inches. 

Clear  days  in  the  year,         ....  i88 

Tariahle— sun  TisiUe,  -  -  -  -  19S 

Cloudy— son  not  risible.      -  -  -  >  44 

OBSERVATIONS. 

There  has  been  no  month,  in  the  last  sixteen  years,  without  rain.  The  lemarfcable  feature  of 
tbe  month  was  the  stormy  weather  which  began  on  the  ni^t  of  the  8th  December,  and  con- 
tinued through  the  9th,  and  great  part  of  the  succeeding  night,  being  more  like  a  gale  of  wind,  in 
intensity  and  duration,  than  any  thing  of  that  description  I  bare  yet  recorded.  It  does  not 
appear  to  bare  been  serere  enough  to  iajare  any  of  our  shade  trees.  SqmaUs,  of  ten  to  twenty 
minutes  duration,  occur  at  times,  but  not  frequently. 

Although  westerly  and  sonth-weeterly  winds  prevafl  to  a  great  extent,  it  is  rarely  that  they 
blow  for  two  days  in  one  direction,  and  our  winds  are  so  rariable,  that  it  would  be  difScult  to 
record  them  correctly — added  to  which,  they  are  usually  of  so  little  force  as  not  to  cause  tbe 
vanti  CO  traverse,  therefore  I  bare  recourse  to  the  indication  of  smoke. 

The  minima  of  temperature  of  all  these  observations  are  recorded  firom  a  self-r^jistering 
thermometer. 

The  past  season  was  fhictuons  in  a  remarlcable  degree. 

gome  thermometers,  in  the  country,  within  a  few  miles  of  the  dty,  fdl,  on  the  26th  December, 
rirom  2  to  7  degrees  below  zero. 

The  health  of  the  city,  the  past  year,  has  been  even  better  than  usuaL  According  to  the 
report  of  Dr.  C.  B.  Hughes.  Health  Officer,  the  total  number  of  deaths,  firom  all  causes,  being 
four  thousand  and  eighty-one  (4,081).  which  in  a  population  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  thouaanC 
gives  a  ratio  of  one  to  forty-six  and  fifty-five  hundredths. 

JOHN  LEA. 


Card  of  the  Committee  on  Prize  Iksays  of  the  American 
medical  Association. — At  a  meeting  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  held  in  Philadelphia,  May,  1855,  the  undersigned 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  receive  voluntary  communications 
on  medical  subjects,  and  to  award  prizes  in  accordance  with  the 
regulations  of  that  body.  Each  communication  must  be  accom- 
panied by  a  sealed  packet  containing  the  name  of  the  author, 
and  marked  exteriorly  by  a  sentence  or  motto  corresponding 
with  one  upon  the  essay,  which  packet  will  not  be  opened,  unless 
the  essay  belonging  to  it  has  awarded  a  prize.  Unsuccessful 
papers  will  be  returned,  on  application  after  the  adjournment 
of  the  meeting  at  Detroit,  in  May  next.  Communications^ 
intended  to  compete  for  prizes,  must  be  addressed  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  before  the  20th  of 
March,  1856. 

A.  B.  Palmer,  M.  D.,  Chairman;  Samuel  Denton,  M.  D., 
A.  E,  Terry,  M.  D.,  A.  Sager,  M.  D.,  S.  H.  Douglass,  M.  D., 
C.  L.  Ford,  M.  D.,  K  Andrews,  M.  D. 
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ORIGINAL    COMMUNICATIONS. 


Art.  I. — Keratoconm.    By  E.  Williams,  M.  D. 

In  the  January  number  of  the  "  Observer/'  I  gave  a  descrip* 
tion  of  three  cases  of  conical  cornea^  with  a  view  to  some 
remarks  on  the  subject  at  a  subsequent  period.  These  are  model 
cases f  and  those  inclined  to  peruse  this  article,  will  do  well  to  read 
the  description  of  them  anew,  for  it  will  aid  them  very  much  in 
forming  correct  opinions  on  some  litigated  points  connected  with 
this  obscure  aflfection.  I  prefer  the  name  of  heratoconus  ot  conical 
comeay  because  this  word  expresses  the  most  striking  peculiarity 
of  the  disease,  without  any  hypothesis  as  to  its  pathology. 

The  natural  convexity  of  the  cornea  is  gradually  transformed 
into  the  conical  shape.  This  change  may  aflFect  only  a  part  of 
the  organ,  leaving  the  surrounding  portions,  with  their  curvature, 
nearly  or  entirely  normal ;  or  it  may  involve  the  whole  cornea. 
In  general,  it  affects  the  central  two-thirds  or  three-fourths,  so 
that  there  is  a  narrow  zone  around  the  circumference,  which  is 
unaltered. 

In  the  young  lady  whose  case  I  detailed  in  the  first  number  of 

the  "  Observer,"  the  base  of  the  cone  coincided  very  nearly  with 

that  of  the  cornea.     The  apex  corresponds  most  frequently,  more 

or  less  exactly  with   the   center  of  the  organ,  but  deviates, 
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sometimes,  to  one  side — in  which  case,  the  steepness  of  the  side 
of  the  cone  toward  which  the  summit  inclines,  is  more  marked 
than  that  of  the  other.  The  degree  of  inclination  of  the  sides 
of  the  cone,  depends  also  upon  the  amount  of  the  projection. 

In  the  right  eye  of  my  patient,  the  conical  eminence  was  quite 
in  the  mathematical  center  of  the  cornea.  In  the  left,  however, 
it  was  a  little  to  one  side,  and  the  vision  of  this  eye  is  hence  far 
better  than  that  of  the  right.  The  apex  will  sometimes  be  seen 
quite  pointed,  hut  in  most  instances,  somewhat  rounded  off;  hut 
its  shape  is  entirely  independent  of  the  amount  of  the  protru- 
sion. 

The  summit  of  the  conical  elevation  is  often  perfectly  transpa- 
rent, as  are  always  the  other  parts  of  the  cornea  ;  but  more  fre- 
quently— especially  in  the  advanced  stage  of  the  affection — it  is 
hazy,  nebulous,  or  even  entirely  opaque.  This  opacity  frequently 
exists  in  the  form  of  a  number  of  small,  isolated,  whitish,  or 
bluish-white  points,  which  sometimes,  as  they  do  in  my  case,  pre- 
sent a  beautiful  stellated  appearance.  At  other  times,  the  apex 
is  uniformly  cloudy,  or  even  may  have  the  white  pearly  look  of 
leucoma. 

As  this  loss  of  transparency  at  the  most  prominent  point  of 
the  projecting  cornea,  occurs,  usually,  late  in  the  disease,  it  is 
caused,  probably,  by  the  unnatural  expo,  ure  of  this  part  to  the 
atmosphere,  and  the  mechanical  action  of  the  eyelids.  Prof. 
Arlt  saw  this  opacity  gradually  develop  itself  in  his  patient, 
about  two  years  after  the  commencement  of  the  conical  trans- 
formation. 

As  to  the  frequency  of  its  occurrence,  authors  are  not  agreed. 
Sichel — as  I  shall  notice  more  fully,  in  another  place — contends 
that  it  is  always  present ;  and  affords  an  argument  in  favor  of  his 
theory  y  that  conical  cornea  is  invariably  preceded  by  an  vlcer,  at 
the  point  which  subsequently  corresponds  to  the  apex  of  the 
cone  !  In  six  cases  observed  by  Stellwag  von  Carion,  of  Vienna, 
not  one  presented  a  perfectly  transparent  summit.  Still,  there 
are  numerous  instances  on  record,  where,  even  in  a  very  advanced 
stage,  not  the  slightest  opacity  could  be  detected.  The  diagnosis 
of  conical  cornea,  when  considerably  advanced,  is  not  difficult. 
A  slight  degree  of  the  affection,  however,  is  not  so  easy  to  detect, 
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aad  the  caae  is  freqaently  put  down  as  one  of  myopia — or,  as 
vision,  for  near  olgectsi  is  somewhat  impaired,  it  may,  very  natu* 
rally,  be  mistaken  for  incipient  amaurom.  A  carefol  examination 
from  the  9ide  will,  generally,  at  once  enable  one  to  recognize  the 
nnnatnral  prominence  and  shape  of  the  cornea.  But  the  most 
reliable  and  striking  proof  of  the  change  to  the  conical  form,  is 
derived  from  carefully  observing  the  image  of  a  candle,  or  of  any 
other  object  reflected  from  that  organ.  The  smooth,  polished 
snrfaoe  of  the  cornea,  performs  the  part  of  a  convex  mirror. 
When  an  object  is  placed  before  the  eye,  a  diminished  image  of 
it  is  seen  npon,  or  rather  behind  the  cornea,  about  on  a  plane  tpith 
the  pupiL  It  is  said,  and  probably  with  truth,  that  the  word 
pupil  was  applied  to  ihe  Might  or  apple  of  the  eye,  by  the  ancients, 
in  consequence  of  the  ^^pupiUvs,"  or  ^^  pupiUa,''  (a  little  boy  or  a 
little  girl),  which  they  saw  in  the  space  occupied  by  the  pupil, 
when  looking  into  the  eye  of  another.  The  .Irish  poet,  Tom 
Moore,  expresses  this  idea  very  beautifully,  in  the  following  lines, 
addressed  to  a  lady  love: 

**  Look  in  my  eyes,  my  blushing  &ir, 

Thon  'It  flee  thyself  reflected  there ; 

And  as  I  ga^  on  thine,  I  see 

Two  little  miniatures  of  me. 
Thus,  in  our  looks,  some  propagation  lies, 
For  we  make  babies  in  each  other's  eyes.'* 

The  tke  of  the  image  npon  the  cornea,  the  distance  of  the  object 
remaining  the  same,  affords  a  very  delicate  measure  of  the  con' 
verity  of  the  anterior  surface  of  the  organ.  If  the  curvature  is 
greater,  the  image  will  be  smaller,  and  vice  versa.  Exceedingly 
small  variations  in  the  radius  of  convexity  of  the  cornea,  or  of  its 
different  parts,  may  be  readily  detected  by  the  differences  in  size 
of  the  images.  While  in  Prague,  Prof.  Arlt  showed  me  a  num- 
ber of  convex  reflecting  glasses,  which  he  had  had  constructed 
for  the  purpose  of  testing  this  point  The  radius  of  convexity 
was  varied  in  a  regular  gradation,  but  by  the  smallest  possible 
quantities.  Still,  the  corresponding  difference  of  size  of  the  im- 
ages, was  readily  appreciable.  The  practical  value  of  this  fact 
is  very  great,  not  only  in  the  diagnosis  of  the  disease  under  con- 
sideration, but  in  determining  whether  the  curvature  of  the  oomea 
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is  changed  at  all,  and  if  so,  to  what  extent  in  nqfcpiOf  presbyopia f 
and  in  the  process  of  accommodation  of  the  eye  to  vision,  at  di£Per- 
ent  distances. 

Now  if  one  holds  a  candle  in  such  a  way  before  the  eye  to  be 
examined,  that  he  sees  its  image  upon  the  cornea,  and  then  moves 
the  light  so  as  to  cause  that  image  to  travel  successively  over  the 
different  parts  of  its  surface,  he  will  observe,  if  there  is  any 
degree  of  conicalness,  that  the  image  becomes  smaller  and 
smaller,  as  it  approaches  the  apex,  at  which  point  it  is  remarkably 
diminished  in  size,  because  of  the  exaggerated  convexity  at  that 
point. 

In  keratoconus,  the  cornea  has  a  remarkably  brilliant,  spark- 
ling appearance,  when  viewed  directly  in  front.  This  peculiar, 
opalescent,  lustrous  reflection  of  light  from  the  eye,  is  usually  the 
first  thing  that  strikes  the  attention  of  the  physician.  When 
examined  in  profile,  the  prominent  cone  resembles  somewhat  a 
drop  of  water,  or  a  solid  conical  piece  of  glass,  set  upon  the 
cornea.  It  projects,  also,  farther  through  the  opening  between 
the  eyelids,  than  in  the  natural  state. 

Patients  affected  with  conical  cornea,  always  experience  much 
impairment  of  vision.  The  first  thing  noticed  by  them,  is  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  short-sightedness.  But  it  is  different  from  ordi- 
nary myopia  in  this,  that  a  person  laboring  under  the  latter 
affection,  sees  near  objects  quite  as  distinctly  as  ever^  and  can  look 
at  them  for  a  long  time  without  ocular  fatigue.  By  the  aid  of 
appropriate  concave  glasses,  also,  he  distinguishes  objects  very 
well  in  the  distance.  In  keratoconus,  on  the  contrary,  although 
the  patient  is  obliged  to  bring  small  things  very  near  the  eye,  in 
order  to  see  them,  he  still  does  not  see  them  as  clearly  as  usual, 
and  the  eye  soon  gets  tired.  In  the  distance,  often,  of  only  a  few 
feet,  he  sees  very  imperfectly,  and  frequently  not  at  all,  and  is 
generally  very  little  benefited  by  concave  glasses.  Hence,  there 
is  in  this  disease,  impairment  of  vision  for  all  distances.  There 
is  dimness  of  sighty  as  well  as  myopia. 

By  such  a  patient,  objects  are  often  seen  surrounded  by  a  halo, 
or  they  may  appear  deformed,  and  sometimes  double,  or  even 
many  times  multiplied.  When  the  affection  has  reached  a  high 
degree  of  development,  ho  is  unable  to  judge  of  the  form,  size. 


1856}.  WmiAlcs  an  Seratoeomt^.  101 

color  or  distanee  of  olgects,  and  often  his  sigbt  is  so  much  injured, 
that  he  is  rendered  qaite  helpless.  Vision  through  the  apex  of 
the  cone,  especially  when  it  is  opaque,  is  far  less  clear  than  that 
of  objecta  from  the  side.  Hence,  you  will  observe,  such  persons 
present  whatever  they  wish  to  distinguish,  to  the  side  of  the  eye, 
not  in  front  of  it.  The  young  lady  to  whom  I  have  several  times 
referred,  can  still  read  with  her  left  eye,  but  she  holds  the  book 
toward  her  left  temple,  and  at  a  distance  of  only  from  one  and 
one-half  to  two  inches.  In  this,  her  best  eye,  the  summit  of  the 
cone  is  not  quite  in  the  center  of  the  cornea.  There  are  three 
reasons  why  the  patient  sees  very  imperfectly,  or  not  at  all, 
through  the  apex  of  the  conical  projection.  Firsts  there  is  gen- 
erally some  opacity  of  that  part ;  Second,  a  large  portion  of  the 
light,  in  consequence  of  the  obliquity  of  the  sides  of  the  cone,  is 
reflected,  and  does  not  pass  into  the  eye ;  Thirds  the  increased 
convexity  of  this  point,  and  its  farther  separation  from  the  ma- 
cula lutea,  have  the  effect  to  bring  the  few  transmitted  rays  to  a 
focus,  anterior  to  the  retina. 

The  multiplication  of  objects,  observed  by  some  patients,  is 
caused  probably  by  irregularities  or  facettes  upon  the  surface  of 
the  cornea,  which  act  like  those  of  a  multiplying  glass,  in  bring- 
ing a  corresponding  number  of  bundles  of  rays  to  a  different 
focus,  and  thus  giving  rise  to  so  many  separate  images,  whose 
borders  overlap  and  confuse  each  other.  Sir  David  Brewster  was 
the  first  to  call  attention  to  the  manner  of  detecting  these  ine- 
qualities or  facettes,  by  means  of  a  simple  experiment.  He  tried 
it,  first,  with  one  of  Mr.  Wardrop's  patients,  who,  when  looking 
at  a  candle,  saw  it  multiplied  five  or  six  times,  and  all  the  images 
indistinct.  The  cornea  projected  in  a  high  degree,  and  had  a 
conical  shape,  but  no  irregularities  could  be  discovered  on  its  sur- 
face, by  means  of  the  naked  eye.  "  He  (Mr.  Brewster)  was  led 
to  believe  that  the  broken  and  indistinct  images  which  appeared 
to  encircle  luminous  objects,  arose  from  eminences  on  the  cornea, 
which  could  not  be  detected  by  a  lateral  view  of  the  eye,  but 
might  be  rendered  visible  by  the  changes  which  they  would  pro- 
duce upon  the  image  of  a  luminous  object  traversing  the  surface 
of  the  cornea.  He  therefore  held  a  candle  at  the  distance  of 
fifteen  inches  from  the  cornea,  and  keeping  his  eye  in  the  direction 
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of  the  reflected  rays,  observed  theyariations  in  the  size  and  form 
of  the  image  of  the  candle.  The  reflected  image  regdlarlj 
decreased  when  it  passed  over  the  most  convex  parts  of  the  cor- 
nea ;  hut  when  it  came  to  the  part  nearest  the  nose,  it  alternately 
contracted  and  expanded,  and  suffered  such  derangements  as  to 
indicate  the  presence  of  a  number  of  spherical  eminences  and 
depressions,  which  sufficiently  accounted  for  the  broken  and  mul- 
tiplied images  of  luminous  objects/'  (Mackenzie's  Treatise  on 
the  Eye,  page  667). 

In  a  considerable  number  of  cases  of  conical  cornea,  examined 
by  Mr.  Brewster,  subsequently,  in  the  same  way,  he  detected  simi- 
lar irregularities.  Other  observers,  however,  have  not  been  equally 
successful  in  discovering  this  unevenness  of  the  surface  of  the  cor- 
nea, so  frequently ;  but  that  it  does  sometimes  exist,  and  gives  rise 
to  the  multiplication  of  objects,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  In  my 
patient,  I  did  not  try  the  experiment,  because  she  does  not  com- 
plain of  the  phenomenon  of  double  or  multiple  vision.  It  is  well 
known  that  narrow  strips  of  opacity  of  the  cornea — or  even  of  the 
lens — ^which  traverse  that  part  that  corresponds  to  the  pupil,  and 
thus  divide  that  opening  into  two  or  more  smaller  ones — gives 
rise  to  the  same  double  or  multiple  vision  with  one  eye.  This 
may  be  the  case  in  some  cases  of  keratoconus.  The  depth  of  the 
anterior  chamber  in  conical  cornea,  is  increased  in  proportion  to 
the  extent  to  which  the  cone  projects.  In  exaggerated  instances, 
the  distance  from  the  center  of  the  conical  elevation  to  the  mid- 
dle of  the  pupil,  may  be  double,  or  even  three  times  as  great,  as 
in  the  healthy  condition,  amounting  to  two  and  one-half,  or  even 
three  lines.  The  iris  and  lens  seem  to  retain  their  normal  situa- 
tion, while  the  cornea  is  protruded  forward,  and  the  increased 
space  occupied  by  the  anterior  of  the  chamber,  filled  out  by  an 
additional  secretion  of  aqueous  humor.  This  conical  transforma- 
tion of  the  cornea,  and  the  necessary  augmentation  of  the  anterior 
chamber,  is  all  that  is  essential  to  the  disease.  All  the  other 
parts  of  the  eye  may  be,  and  generally  are,  perfectly  healthy. 
Keratoconus  is,  however,  sometimes  associated  with  cataract,  stra- 
bismus, amaurosis,  and  other  affections  ;  but  these  are  mere  acci- 
dental complications.  They  form  no  integral  part  of  the  affection 
under  consideration. 
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True  amkal  oomea  isa  very  rare  diseaae,  and  when  I  hear 
medical  men,  of  eren  limited  experience  in  ophthalmic  medicine, 
talk  about  having  seen  it  frequently^  I  at  once  doabt  their  diag- 
nostic acomen.  In  an  attendance  of  several  years  at  a  number 
of  the  largest  eye-clinics  in  Europe,  I  did  not  meet  with  a  single 
case.  The  first  and  only  one  I  have  seen,  is  that  reported  in  a 
previous  article.  Himly,  who  described  the  disease  very  minutely, 
and  honored  it  with  the  learned  appellation  of  StfperkeratoMj 
never  saw  an  example  of  it. 

Eeratoconus  occurs  by  far  most  frequently  in  young  persons, 
before  or  at  the  age  of  puberty.  In  my  patient,  it  was  first 
observed  in  the  tenth  year.  In  the  case  translated  from  Prof. 
Arlt's  work,  it  must  have  commenced  at  about  the  same  age ; 
while  Heyfelder's  began  when  the  child  was  only  two  years  old. 
Ammon  asserts  that  he  has  seen  the  disease  in  several  sisters,  as  a 
congenital  and  hereditary,  afiection.  It  is  met  with,  also,  much 
oftener  in  women  than  in  men.  The  disease  sometimes  attacks 
only  one  eye,  but,  more  commonly,  both  are  implicated,  either 
simultaneously,  or  consecutively.  In  the  latter  case,  it  may  hav^ 
existed  a  long  time,  and  attained  a  high  degree  in  one  organ, 
before  the  second  is  invaded. 

The  progress  of  the  morbid  transformation  is  decidedly  chronic 
Many  years  elapse  before  it  has  advanced  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
be  readily  detected,  and  to  interfere  seriously  with  the  function 
of  vision.  After  having  reached  a  certain  degree  of  develop- 
ment, it  has  a  tendency  to  become  stationary,  and  may  i*eniain  so 
for  the  rest  of  life.  In  the  young  lady  whose  case  I  have  so 
often  alluded  to,  the  shape  of  the  eyes  and  the  power  of  vision 
have  remained  aboat  the  same  for  some  ten  years. 

The  duration  of  this  disease  depends  usually  upon  the  age  at 
which  it  commences,  and  that  at  which  the  patient  dies.  Hence  it 
may  vary  from  a  few  months  or  years,  to  a  long  lifetime.  As  I 
have  said  before,  the  march  of  tjie  afifection  is  extremely  slow, 
and  it  at  length  becomes  stationary  and  remains  so  till  the 
patients  succumbs  to  some  other  malady. 

Mr.  Walton,  in  his  "  Operative  Ophthalmic  Surgery y^^  remarks, 
"  that  the  slowness  of  its  progress  is  striking,  especially  if  burst- 
ing of  the  cornea  be  regarded  as  the  necessary  termination,  for 
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that  may  not  happen  in  a  long  life,  even  when  the  disease  com- 
mences in  youth ;  yet  I  have  more  than  onee  hnoton  it  to  occur 
before  the  fortieth  yearP  I  have  italicised  the  last  part  of  this* 
sentence,  because  Prof.  Arlt  says  that  '^  9fponiane&u»  bursting  of 
the  cornea  has  never  been  observed  as  a  termination  of  kerato- 
conns.''  Stellwag  yon  Carion,  in  his  "  Opthalmologief^^  makes 
the  same  unqualified  assertion,  and  explains  the  reason  why  it 
does  not  occur,  by  supposing  that  the  compression  exercised  upon 
the  globe  of  the  eye,  by  the  muscles,  is  diminished  in  consequence 
of  the  occular  change  of  figure.  Mackenzie  says,  ''In  a  case, 
however,  which  I  saw,  I  was  led  to  believe  that  an  accidental 
giving  way  of  the  cornea  was  followed  by  a  considerable  improve- 
ment. The  patient  was  a  young  lady  who,  several  years  after 
consulting  me,  suddenly,  on  stooping,  fel,t  as  if  her  eye  were 
giving  way,  and  immediately  the  cornea  was  observed  to  present  a 
milky  appearance.  This  was  gradually  removed,  and  the  form 
of  the  cornea  became  nearly  natural.''  But  from  this  language, 
it  is  not  at  all  certain  that  he  himself  actually  saw  the  eye  imme- 
diately after  the  supposed  giving  way  of  the  cornea.  On  the 
contrary,  the  reverse  is  rather  to  be  inferred  frJ^m  his  saying 
"  several  years  after  consulting  me,^^  and  "  the  cornea  was  observed 
to  present  a  milky  appearance."  If  it  is  a  mere  conjecture  of 
his,  based  upon  the  statement  of  the  patient  and  her  friends,  that 
the  cornea  had  ruptured,  the  case  possesses  no  value  whatever. 
The  remark  of  Walton,  also,  that  he  has  "wore  than  once 
known  it  to  occur,"  lacks  the  accuracy  which  should  characterize 
the  report  of  a  scientific  observer.  Such  cases  have  certainly  not 
very  often  fallen  to  his  lot,  and  it  would  have  been  much  more 
satisfactory  to  the  reader  if  he  had  stated  how  many  times  he 
has  seen  it,  and  given  some  items  in  regard  to  the  cases.  One 
instance  faithfully  reported,  so  that  we  can  form  our  own  opinion 
of  it,  is  worth  a  thousand  ^^more  than  once^^  ^^  frequenUys,^^  and 
all  such  indefinite  expressions  thrown  in,  as  is  too  often  the  case 
with  men  who  write  booksy  to  make  a  show  of  experience.  Exam- 
ples of  bursting  of  the  cornea  in  keratoconus,  from  mechanical 
injury,  are  not  so  rare.  Mr.  Wardrop  gives  a  case  where  the 
cornea  was  ruptured  by  a  blow.  He  attributes  the  laceration 
very  justly  to  the  thinness  of  the  cornea  at  the  apex  of  the  cone. 
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Hie  derelopmeut  of  conical  cornea  is  generally  not  preceded 
or  accompanied  by  any  pain/  redness  or  other  symptoms  of 
inflammation.  The  only  inconvenience  felt  by  the  patient  is 
impairment  of  vision.  The  three  cases  which  I  have  reported, 
confirm  this  statement.  My  patient  and  her  parents  assert,  most 
positively,  that  her  eyes  have  never  been  red  or  painful  at  any 
time,  and  the  same  is  true  of  l^t  given  by  Arlt.  If  we  abstract 
those  cases  of  partial  bulging  of  the  cornea  after  the  healing  of 
a  keratooele,  and  wliich  assumes,  sometimes,  a  somewhat  conical 
shape,  but  in  which  there  is  always  adhesion  of  the  iris  to  the 
cornea,  at  the  seat  of  the  cicatrix,  and  diminution  of  the  anterior 
aqueous  chamber  (and  this  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  partial 
staphyloma),  and  the  increase  of  convexity  of  the  whole  organ, 
which  often  follows  comeitis  and  panmes,  in  consequence  of  the 
inflammatory  softening  and  relaxation  of  its  tissue,  it  may  safely 
be  asserted  that  the  disease  can  not  be  attributed  to  any  direct 
appreciable  cause.  Mr.  Walton  says,  "  I  have  not  been  able  to 
satisfy  myself  of  any  immediate  preceding  influence  in  any 
instance  of  genuine  conical  cornea,  in  which  there  is  nothing  but 
the  transparent  central  cone.^^  Mr.  Arlt  denies  the  inflammatory 
origin  of  keratoconus,  and  thinks  that  those  authors  who  advocate 
this  theory  have  fallen  into  the  error  by  confounding  the  two 
classes  of  cases  above-mentioned  (i.  ^.,  those  in  which  the  con- 
vexity of  the  cornea  is  altered,  or  rather  increased,  as  a  conse- 
quence of  preceding  keratocele  and  corneitis),  with  genuine 
conical  cornea. 

Mackenzie  remarks  that  the  affection  is  in  general  unattended 
by  inflammation,  but  he  has  known  it  preceded,  for  some  time, 
by  headache  and  pain  in  the  eye.  He  has  seen  it  also  accom- 
panied by  "  scrofulo-catarrhal  ophthalmia,"  specks  of  the  cornea, 
and  pterygium.  He  has  known  it  to  arise  from  keratitis,  but 
when  this  is  the  case,  he  remarks,  very  justly,  that  ''  the  cone 
embraces  the  whole  of  the  cornea,  the  form  is  that  of  a  sugar- 
loaf,  somewhat  as  in  Demour's  figure,  and  the  apex  is  rounded, 
not  pointed.  When  not  preceded  by  comeitis,  the  cone  is  more 
acute  J  does  not  affect  the  whole  extent  of  the  cornea,  and  tends 
often  to  one  or  other  portion  of  its  margin."  This  quotation 
shows  that  he  recognized  a  wide  difference  in  the  appearance  of 
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die  pFojection,  aooording  as  it  is  preceded  by  the  comeitis  or  not 
Why  not  then  exclude  the  former  class  of  cases  from  the  head  of 
keratoconus  altogether?  Mach  confusion  and  unnecessary  dis- 
cussion would  he  thus  avoided. 

Many  other  authors  go  still  farther  than  Mackenzie,  and 
contend  that  keratoconus  is  ahcay%  a  consequence  of  comeitis. 
Dr.  Jacob,  of  Dublin,  a  zealous  advocate  of  this  doctrine, 
reasons  in  this  way,  that  the  comeitis  and  consequent  conical 
transformation  occur  in  childhood.  After  the  inflammation 
has  subsided,  and  the  opacity  of  the  cornea  disappeared,  no 
trace  of  the  disease  remains,  except  the  conical  condition,  which 
passes  unnoticed  till  the  child  is  put  to  school  or  to  some 
work  that  requires  fine  sight.  The  child  then  complains 
of  dimness  of  vision,  and  a  physician  is  called,  who  detects  the 
transparent  cone,  and  concludes,  naturally  enough,  i^t  the 
disease  has  lately  occurred.  These  are  plausible  «peeu2atu>n9, 
but  that  is  all.  Without  the  basis  of  actual  observation,  they 
are,  like  all  other  mere  opinions,  worth  absolutely  nothing.  Dr. 
Jacob,  however,  affirms  that  he  has  ''seen  the  cornea  become 
opaque  from  comeitis,  then  conical,  and  finally  perfectly  trans- 
parent, retaining  its  conical  form."  That  relaxation  and 
subsequent  protrusion  of  the  cornea  in  a  more  or  less  conical 
form  may  result  from  inflammation  of  that  organ,  no  one  doubts ; 
but  there  is  a  wide  difierence  between  the  appearance  of  the 
cornea  in  that  case  and  in  those  of  genuine  keratoconus,  and 
we  are  by  no  means  justified  in  asserting  that  the  latter  disease  is 
invariably  the  result  of  the  inflammatory  process. 

Dr.  Stellwag  argues  the  question  of  the  inflammatory  origin  of 
conical  cornea,  still  more  ingeniously.  All  authors  are  agreed 
that  the  essential  condition  to  the  formation  of  a  keratoconus,  is 
a  dimini»hed  power  of  resistance  in  a  part  of  the  cornea.  But  the 
great  point  to  be  decided,  is — wJuXt  is  the  cause  of  this  diminished 
resistance  f  Stellwag  contends  that  inflammation  is  by  far  the 
most  common,  if  not  the  exclusive  cause  of  this  relaxation. 
After  laboring  the  point,  which  no  one  denies,  that  inflammation 
with  or  without  ulceration,  weakens  the  resisting  power  of  the 
comea,  and  hence  leads  to  the  protrusion  of  that  organ,  in  part, 
or  in  totality,  he  goes  on  to  elucidate  the  pathology  of  those 
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cases  which  come  on  without  any  opacity  or  other  symptom 
of  keratitis,  either  andent  or  recent.  How  often  do  we  see 
those  superficial  ulcerations  of  the  cornea,  which  characterize 
phlyctenular  comeitis^  heal,  especially  in  children,  without  leaving 
behind  the  slightest  opacity  or  other  trace  of  their  existence? 
The  epithelial  layer  is  first  formed  over  the  ulcer,  and,  subse- 
quently, the  depression,  caused  by  the  loss  of  substance,  is  filled 
out  by  the  re-production  of  the  corneal  tissue.  After  this  process 
is  ended,  nothing  visible  remains  behind,  but  it  is  probable  that, 
at  this  point,  the  power  of  resistance  is  comparatively  reduced ; 
in  other  words,  it  will  yield  more  readily  than  any  other  part  of 
the  organ  to  the  pressure  from  within.  In  this  weakened  condi- 
tion, it  may  persist  for  many  years,  still  able  to  withstand  the 
ordinary  forces  that  compress  the  globe  of  the  eye,  till  finally, 
under  the  influence  of  some  accidental  cause,  which  increases  the 
pressure  upon  the  posterior  surface  of  the  cornea  in  a  high 
degree,  such  as  severe  coughing,  vomiting,  crying,  eta.,  which 
produce  a  temporary  congestion  of  the  interior  of  the  eye,  and  at 
the  same  time,  excite  a  spasmodic  contraction'  of  the  muscles  of 
the  globe,  it  gradually  yields  and  the  conical  elevation  is  pro- 
duced. As  no  pain,  redness,  or  opacity  is  present,  and  the  patient 
a£Brms,  either  from  forgetfulness  or  from  not  having  observed  it, 
that  his  eyes  have  never  been  sore,  it  is  concluded  that  inflamma- 
tion can  not  be  the  original  cause  of  the  diflBculty.  It  is  even 
possible  that  the  ulceration  of  the  cornea,  which  laid  the  founda- 
tion for  subsequent  mischief,  may  have  occurred  during  the 
sojourn  of  ihefcBtus  in  utero.  It  is  in  this  way  that  he  explains 
congenital  Tceratoconus.  This  explanation  accords  with  the  fact 
alleged  by  Stellwag,  Arlt,  Eosas,  and  other  German  ophthalmolo- 
gists, that  conical  cornea  is  seen  much  oftener  in  feebU^  scrofulous 
individuals  than  in  any  others,  and  such  persons  are  exactly 
those  that  are  extremely  subject  to  phlyct.enular  keratitis. 

In  case  the  solution  of  the  difficulty  should  be  unsatisfactory, 
this  ingenious  writer  has  given  us  another,  equally  plausible,  and 
and  equally  unsupported  by  anything  but  theoretical  notions.  A 
keratitis  may  leave  behind  no  trace,  except  a  very  slight  bulging 
of  the  cornea,  and  that  so  slight  as  not  to  be  appreciable  to  the 
naked  eye.     Its  only  eflfect  upon  the  vision  of  the  patient,  is  a 
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slight  degree  of  short-sightedness,  which  is  considered  as  ordinary 
myopia.  This  incipient  conical  transformation  may  persist  many 
years  without  increasing,  till,  finally,  some  exciting  cause  is 
added,  sach  as  straining  of  any  kind,  under  the  influence  of  which 
it  begins  to  progress  anew,  and  is  fully  deyeloped.  The  result- 
ants of  the  regular  forces  which  compress  the  eyeball,  act  more 
powerfully  on  the  point  of  the  cornea  that  yields  most,  and  hence, 
under  that  constant  influence,  the  apex  is  pushed  forward  and 
the  cone  fully  formed.  In  this  way,  he  says,  conical  cornea  may 
appear  in  an  eye  which  previously  seemed  to  be  perfectly  normal, 
except  a  slight  myopia.  These,  as  he  well  remarks,  are  nothing 
but  conjectures,  which  admit  of  being  neither  proved  nor  disproved 
lif  facts,  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge,  upon  this  obscure 
subject. 

Sichel  takes  the  bold  ground,  that  conical  cornea  is  invariably 
preceded  by  ulceration  of  the  cornea,  which,  he  alleges,  leaves  an 
opacity  that  is  always  to  be  seen,  if  not  by  the  naked  eye,  ai  lea^st 
by  means  of  a  spy-glass  ! 

But,  in  order  to  descry  this  opacity  in  every  instance,  an 
imagination  of  a  high  power,  and  the  magic  transforming  force 
of  a  cherished,  preconceived  opinion,  should  be  called  in  to  the 
assistance  of  the  magnifying-glass ! !  Other  observers,  equally 
as  expert  as  M.  Sichel,  have  seen  cases  where  not  the  slightest 
opacity  could  be  discovered. 


Aet.  IL — Aphonia  from  paralysis  of  the  Muscles  of  the  Larynx. 
By  W.  H.  Lammb,  Centreville,  O. 

When  this  condition  of  the  vocal  apparatus  exists,  it  is  an 
extremely  alarming  symptom  to  the  patient,  as  well  as  a  very 
perplexing  one  to  the  physician ;  and  if  not  relieved,  is  perhaps 
as  great  a  calamity  as  could  befall  a  mortal 

The  obscurity  of  the  pathology  of  this  form  of  paralysis,  and 
the  fact  that  it  is  sometimes  the  forerunner  of  serious  cephalic 
mischief,  and  also  the  unyielding  nature  of  the  disease,  in  many 
instances,  render  them  highly  interesting  to  the  medical  ob* 
server. 
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The  following  cases  I  hare  selected  from  mj  case-book,  think- 
ing they  might  be  of  sufficient  interest  to  lay  before  your  readers ; 
which  I  will  relate  without  comment,  as  they  occurred  to  me  at 
that  time. 

The  first  case  occurred  March,  1854,  in  a  married  lady,  aged 
about  thirty — previously  healthy — not  predisposed  to  nervous 
diseases.  The  affection  came  on  without  any  premonitions  of  its 
approach,  while  engaged  in  her  domestic  duties.  She  made  fre- 
quent and  painful  efforts  to  articulate,  but  without  eliciting,  she 
says,  any  sound.  Becoming  alarmed,  she  attempted  to  call  her 
husband,  who  was  a  short  distance  from  the  house,  but  without 
succeeding.  The  symptoms  not  abating,  I  was  consulted,  the  day 
following.  I  found  complete  aphonia  to  exist.  She  made 
several  ineffectual  efforts  to  address  me,  and  from  her  manner 
and  appearance  I  thought  she  was  insane,  till  her  condition  was 
related  to  me  by  her  husband.  In  prolonging  her  efforts  to 
speak,  her  face  would  become  turgid,  and  a  sense  of  suffocation 
supervene.  After  composing  herself,  and  making  the  attempt 
with  deliberation,  she  would  sometimes  articulate  part  of  a  word, 
when  her  voice  would  be  arrested,  as  with  a  spasm.  On  examin- 
ing the  fauces,  I  could  discover  no  redness.  She  had  had  no 
•previous  hoarseness,  nor  had  she  suffered  from  cold.  All  the 
other  functions  of  the  body  were  carried  on  with  seeming  regu- 
larity.  As  no  appreciable  cause  could  be  assigned  for  this  state 
of  things,  I  supposed  it  was  a  case  where  the  nervous  system  was 
alone  involved. 

I  did  not  adopt  any  of  the  specialties  recommended  by  authors, 
but  simply  pursued  a  curclorative  course.  My  principal  internal 
remedy  was  tinct.  ferri.  chloridi,  in  large  doses ;  with  an  exter- 
nal embrocation  of  ol.  hemlock,  tinct.  camphora,  to  which  was 
added  a  small  portion  of  strychnine.  This  patient  recovered 
completely,  in  about  four  weeks,  and  up  to  the  present  time  has 
suffered  no  relapse  or  inconvenience. 

The  second  case — also  a  female,  married,  aged  about  thirty, 
June,  1854 — robust,  healthy  individual.  The  attack  occurred 
while  she  was  nursing  a  sick  babe,  that  was  under  my  care  also. 
The  paralysis  came  on  but  a  short  time  before  my  arrival,  and 
when  I  arrived,  her  friends  were   around  her  in   amazement, 
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making  erery  endeavor  to  elicit  an  answer  from  her ;  bnt  she  oonld 
but  shake  her  head.  It  is  needless  to  enter  into  the  details  of 
this  case,  as  it  presented  precisely  the  same  set  of  symptoms 
that  were  observed  in  the  first  The  same  coarse  of  treatment 
was  followed  up,  with  about  the  same  results.  She  has  not,  up 
to  the  present  date,  had  any  further  indications  of  the  disease. 

Two  additional  cases  to  the  above,  came  under  my  observation, 
but  I  was  not  consulted  in  either  of  them.  One  is  of  some  years 
standing,  and  the  difficulty  of  articulation  is  still  present,  to 
some  extent  I  am  not  aware  that  this  case  ever  was  treated. 
The  other  case  I  lost  sight  of,  but  at  last  date  was  not  relieved. 
I  will  simply  observe,  that  I  do  not  claim  that  the  treatment 
instituted  in  the  above  cases,  was  the  cause  of  their  rapid  recov- 
ery ;  but  I  have  given  the  cases  as  they  occurred  to  me,  and  were 
treated  at  the  time. 


Abt.  IIL — Clergymen  and  Phy^ians.    By  John  T.  Plummeb, 
M.  D.,  of  Richmond,  Ind. 

Customs,  however  ancient,  are  always  open  to  examination ; 
and  in  a  country  where  men  enjoy  almost  all  the  liberties  that 
social  life  will  bear,  few  practices,  however  long  established,  have 
escaped  the  scrutiny  of  the  community. 

But  there  is  one  usage,  common,  I  suppose,  throughout  our 
country,  which  has  not,  to  my  knowledge,  been  yet  commented 
upon  publicly — however  much  it  may  have  been  contemplated, 
by  some,  with  feelings  of  disapprobation. 

I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  closer  relationship— any  more 
natural  ties — any  more  proper  civil  attraction,  or  attachment — 
between  physicians  and  clergymen,  than  there  is  between  physi- 
cians and  lawyers,  physicians  and  merchants,  or  any  other  class 
of  men.  Yet,  somehow  or  other,  there  appears  to  be,  among  our 
clergymen,  a  prescriptive  claim  to  our  medical  services,  without 
remuneration. 

Can  any  disinterested  man  see  why  they  should  not  equally 
require  of  the  grocer,  his  goods  without  cost ;  of  the  lawyer,  his 
services  without  fee ;  of  the  gardener,  his  labor  without  reward  ? 
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Are  clergjiDen  a  privileged  class  among  us,  that  they  should 
exact  gratuities  from  any?  Are  they,  themselves,  willing  to 
labor  in  their  vocation,  without  the  expectation  of  reward? 

What  the  origin  of  this  extraordinary  custom  was,  it  is  not 
now  necessary  to  inquire.  Whether  it  began  under  some  arbi- 
trary government — in  the  dark  ages — from  a  superstitious  vene- 
ration for  the  clerical  robe — or  from  some  ulterior,  sinister  motive, 
on  the  part  of  the  physician,  it  would  not  affect  our  present  argu- 
ment to  know. 

We  find  the  practice  almost  universal,  in  our  republican  com* 
munity  ;  and  the  present  inquiry  is.  Why  should  it  exist? 

Are  the  clergymen  more  needy  than  other  classes  of  society  ? 
Shall  the  medical  man,  who  may  be  toiling  for  his  daily  bread, 
render  unremunerated  service  to  the  teacher  of  creeds,  who  may 
be  in  the  annual  receipt  of  his  thousands  for  his  labor,  and  be 
faring  sumptuously  every  day? 

Let  those  who  officiate  in  the  pulpit,  speak  out,  and  show  the 
validity  of  their  claim.  Let  the  physician  ponder  the  subject, 
aloof  from  the  trammels  of  custom. 

I  do  not  embrace  in  this  question,  the  physician  who  may  esteem 
the  theological  labors  of  his  clergyman  as  an  equivalent  for  his 
medical  attention  to  the  family  of  that  functionary.  If  the  par- 
ties see  proper  to  keep  a  **  running  account"  of  this  character,  I 
know  not  that  any  man  has  a  right  to  obtrude  himself,  and,  sum- 
ming up  the  opposite  columns,  declare  a  balance  in  favor  of  the 
physician.  If  the  parties  are  satisfied,  let  them  traffic  in  their 
own  way.  But  I  have  reference  to  the  medical  man  who  receives 
from  the  clerical  profession,  neither  money  for  his  purse,  nor  unc- 
tion for  his  soul ;  who  stands  as  far  aloof  from  the  so-called  doctor 
of  divinity,  as  from  any  other  man  in  the  community,  with  whom 
he  has  no  trade. 

I  have  friends  among  theologists,  whom  I  esteem  for  their  sin- 
cerity in  their  vocation — and  I  have  had  my  full  share  of  practice 
among  them — but  in  no  case  have  I  ever  deviated  from  the  im- 
partial rule  of  placing  them  on  the  same  platform  of  favor  with 
the  rest  of  the  community.  If  able,  I  have  required  the  usual 
compensation  for  services  rendered ;  if  poor,  I  grant  them  the 
common  immunities  of  poverty. 
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Art.  rV. — St.  John^s  JEoyritdl;  Case  of  JElephantiagis  Arabica^ 
and  la^ophthalmia.  Eeported  by  G.  R  Patton,  M.  D.,  Besident 
Physician. 

Miss  F H ,  admitted  May  8,  1855,  under  the  care  of 

Prof.  Mendenhall;  age,  twenty-four;  residence,  Carthage,  IlL; 
constitution  previously  good ;  enjoyed  perfect  health  until  May, 
1852.  During  the  year  following  this  date,  suffered  frequent 
attacks  of  intermittent  fever,  succeeded  in  Jpne,  1853,  by  inflam- 
matory rheumatism  :  during  her  convalescence,  palpitation  of  the 
heart  supervened.  At  the  same  time,  her  feet  commenced  swell- 
ing, without  pain,  but  with  a  burning  sensation  of  the  surface ; 
also,  her  eyes  to  protrude,  without  impairment  of  vision,  though 
with  pain,  referable  to  the  temples ;  and  occasionally,  slight 
inflammation  of  the  eyes  was  experienced.  The  tumefaction  had 
extended  only  as  far  as  the  ankles,  in  the  time  intervening 
from  June,  1853,  to  February  1,  1856,,  since  when  it  has  pro- 
gressed up  the  inferior  extremities,  their  entire  length — the  limbs 
becoming  augmented  to  twice  their  normal  dimensions,  and  the 
skin  and  sub-cutaneous  tissue,  thickened,  indurated,  and  tubercu- 
late — presenting  the  peculiar  appearance  from  which  the  name  is 
derived.  During  the  same  period,  a  dry,  harrassing  cough,  has 
been  a  constant  symptom,  and  the  eyes  became  more  prominent ; 
in  short,  an  aggravation  of  all  her  previous  symptoms. 

Condition  when  admitted,  extremely  feeble ;  countenance  anx- 
ious, and  expressive  of  great  suffering.  Percussion  gave  largely 
increased  dullness  over  the  prsecordial  region  ;  flatness  over  infe- 
rior half  of  the  right  side  of  the  chest,  posteriorly ;  resonance, 
superiorly.  Left  side  clear  at  the  upper  fourth  ;  the  rest  of  that 
side  decidedly  flat.  Eespiration  puerile  over  the  upper  portion 
of  left  lung,  anteriorly,  to  the  extent  of  an  inch  and  a  half  below 
the  clavicle  ;  over  the  remainder  of  left  lung,  heard  feebly.  At 
superior  half  of  right  lung,  anteriorly,  respiration  puerile ;  absent 
over  the  inferior  half  of  the  same  side  ;  puerile  respiration  over 
upper  third  of  the  right  side,  posteriorly,  but  entirely  absent 
in  the  lower  half;  one-fourth  of  the  left  side,  posteriorly,  puerile ; 
over  the  remaining  portion,  wanting,  -figophony  distinctly  heard 
over  the  inferior  half  of  both  sides  of  the  thorax,  particularly 
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the  left.  The  sounds  of  the  heart  not  well  marked,  hut  no  other 
decided  change ;  heard  plainest  at  the  junction  of  the  cartilage  of 
the  third  rihs  with  the  sternum.  Labors  under  a  severe,  dry  cough ; 
respiration  hurried  and  frequent,  thirty  in  the  minute ;  pulse  stnall, 
quick  and  feeble,  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  in  frequency  ;  tongue 
moist,  slightly  furred ;  appetite  none ;  bowels  constipated ;  cat- 
amenia  have  been  irregular  in  their  occurence  for  several  years. 
The  duration,  also,  of  each  menstrual  period  is  generally  pro- 
longed, with  dysmenorrhoea ;  the  urine  scanty  and  highly  colored, 
with  ardor  urince :     Nothing  abnormal  in  the  urine. 

Vs.     Syr.  ipecac,  3j. 

Spir.  seth.  nitrici,  3  ss. 

Ext.  Hyoscyami,  grs.  ^tii.     Mix. 
S.      Shake,  and  take  3j.  every  hour. 

Vf.  Water,  acidulated  with  bi-tartrate  of  potassa,  as  a  beve- 
rage. 

May  9th. — Slept  several  hours  during  the  night ;  cough  some- 
what relieved ;  bowels  soluble ;  action  of  the  heart  not  so  fre- 
quent, and  the  sounds  better  marked.     Continue  medicine. 

10th. — ^Bested  very  well  all  night ;  cough  loose ;  expectorates 
freely ;  bowels  evacuated  thrice ;  tongue  clean  ;  pulse,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five ;  severe  cephalalgia ;  also,  slight  pain  in  chest, 
produced  by  coughing. 

12th. — Since  last  report,  but  little  repose;  inclination  to  sleep, 
though  prevented  by  incessant  coughing ;  pain  in  eyes,  this  morn- 
ing ;  headache  continues ;  bowels  freely  opten ;  dejections  large 
and  watery ;  no  increase  in  urine ;  pain  in  chest  subsided ;  slight 
haemoptysis. 

9r.    Tinct.  digitalis,  gtt.  x. 
8.     To  be  taken  with  mixture,  three  times  a  day. 

V^.    Iodine,  grs.  xij. 

Potassa  Hyd.,  Biv. 

Aq.  distill.,  3iv.     Mix.  ' 

8.    To  be  applied  to  the  limbs  twice,  daily. 

VOL.  L,  NO.  in. — 8. 
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16tlL — ffleep  was  not  iBtermpted  during  tlie  ai^t;  coaute- 
asnce  has  lost  in  a  great  degree  its  expression  of  anxiety; 
oooghs  bat  little ;  bowels  soluble ;  stools  natural ;  tongue 
dean ;  appetite  tolerably  good ;  pain  in  the  bead  gone ;  pulse 
ninetj-dx ;  urine  increasing ;  ardor  urine  relieyed. 

Jfc.     Hyd.  Pot,  3  iss. 

Aq.  distill.,  S  iv.     Mix. 
S.      To  take  3j.  thrice,  daily, 

19th. — Begaining  strength  rapidly;  able  to  lea^e  her  room ; 
urine  has  increased  to  3  xxxiv ;  contains  urate  of  ammonia,  col- 
ored by  purpurine  ;  increased  the  iodide  of  potassium  to  grs.  y, 
thrice  daily. 

25tL — ImproTement  has  been  most  signal,  since  our  last 
report.  Number  of  respirations  but  little  more  frequent  than  nat- 
ural ;  respiratory  murmur  heard  considerably  lower  down  on  the 
left  side  than  when  she  came  into  the  hospitaL  No  benefit  de- 
rived from  the  local  application  :  discontinue  iodide  of  potassium, 
and  continue  other  treatment. 

May  5th. — No  pain ;  coughs  very  little ;  pulse  ninety-eight ; 
tongue  clean ;  appetite  tolerable. 

12th. — ^Free  from  pain ;  cough  entirely  relieyed  ;  rests  well  at 
night;  pulse  ninety-four;  appetite  good;  tongue  dean;  bowels 
regular.     Left  the  hospital  to-day,  very  greatly  improved. 


<  ♦•»■» 


An.  ¥.— «JFVo$rre8s  &f  Phy9iologff.  Translations  fr«an  German 
Periodicals,  for  the  ^'  Cindnnati  Medical  Observer."  By  W* 
Kkausb,  M.  D.,  Cincinnati. 

BussiA. — Owsjannikow,  of  Doirpat,.  has  writt^  an  inaugural 
dissertation,  on  the  microscopical  structure  of  the  spinal  marrow 
The  most  important  point  laid  down  in  it,  is  the  union  of  motory 
and  sensitive  nervous  fibers  in  ihe  spinal  marrow  of  fishes,  in  one 
ganglianic  cellule,  from  which  cellule  a  single  fiber  ascends  to 
the  brain.  Hence,  should  this  observation  be  affirmed  with 
legard  to  mei^  it  will  fidlov  that  thia  single  fflber  transmits  the 


1856J  Pirogre99  iff  Phymdogy,  by  W.  Kbause.  116 

centripetal  gensation,  ba  well  as  the  centrifugal  impaLse  of  voli- 
tion, between  the  brain  and  the  medulla  spinalis.  It  is  hardlj 
necessary  to  mention,  how  simple  the  mechanism  of  reflex  action 
may  be  explained  hereafter.  Koelliker's  scepticiam,  in  denying 
the  an  thorns  right  to  draw  inferences  from  his  observations  on 
fishes,  with  respect  to  animals  of  a  higher  order,  seems  to  be  un- 
founded, as  R  Wagner,  of  Gottingen,  had  previously  been  led 
to  presume  a  similar  anatomical  bearing  with  men,  by  his  observ- 
ations on  the  spinal  marrow  of  men  and  other  mammalia.  The 
principles  of  the  function  of  the  centers  of  the  nervous  system 
being,  moreover,  the  same  in  men  and  fishes,  there  is  but  little 
reason  to  doubt  of  a  similar  anatomical  arrangement  in  their 
nervous  centers^ 

FRANCK-^The  following  are  the  results  of  E.  Foltz's  observa- 
tions and  experiments  on  the  cerebro-spinal  fluid : 

1.  The  brain,  when  taken  out  of  the  calvaria,  weighs  about 
131  grms.  It  is  by  five  times  lighter,  when  being  suspended  in 
the  cerebro-spinal  fluid.  This  accounts  for  the  want  of  pressure 
of  the  brain  on  those  parts  situated  at  the  base  of  the  skulls  The 
fluid,  therefore,  acts  like  a  suspe^ory  ligament. 

2.  The  cerebro-spinal  fluid  diminishes,  to  a  great  extent,  the 
violence  of  mechanical  injuries,  that  might  disturb  the  function 
of  the  nervous  system,  such  as  walking,  jumping,  falling,  eta 

3.  It  regulates  the  circulation  within  the  skull  and  the  verte- 
bral column.  The  anatomical  properties  of  the  cerebral  vessels, 
favoring  the  arterial  circulation,  but  predisposing  to  veinous  con- 
gestion, the  cerebro-spinal  fluid  prevents  an  abnormal,  distension 
oi  the  walls  of  the  veins,  while  favoring,  at  the  same  time,  the 
veinous  circulation,  by  imparting  to  the  veins  the  lateral  pressure 
<^  the  arterial  circulation. 

(These  propositions  are  sustained  by  ingenious  experiments  on 
dead  subjects  and  live  animals). 

Germakt. — Dr.  Cdhen,  of  BrSslaw^  mentions  two  cases,  in 
which  the  facial  nerve  was  found  destroyed  by  tubercular  caries 
of  the  petrous  bone.  There  was  not  the  slightest  sensation  of 
taste,  in  either  case,  on  the  corresponding  half  of  the  tongue. 
Both  patients  enjoyed  there  o&Iy  qiuite  indistinct  feelings  of  touch. 
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Ab  the  other  lingaal  nerves  were  ascertained  to  be  free  from  any 
disease,  it  most  be  admitted  that  the  chorda  tympani  takes  an 
essential  part  in  the  gostatory  sensation,  (Gl.  Bernard),  however 
difficult  the  explanation  of  this  fact  may  be. 

Dr.  Cdhen  further  denies  Marshall  Hall's  assertion,  that  in 
cases  of  paralysis,  depending  on  a  disease  of  the  brain,  the  mus- 
cnlar  irritability  is  always  increased.  Nor  are  spinal  paralyses 
always  distinguished  by  a  diminution  of  irritability  of  the  para- 
lyzed muscles. 

E.  Bruecke  ascribed,  at  a  meeting  of  the  medical  academy  of 
Vienna,  the  power  of  expanding  the  ventricles  of  the  heart,  after 
their  contraction  is  finished,  to  the  coronary  arteries  of  the  heart 
Their  entrance  being  within  the  sinnsses  valsalvae,  it  is  closed 
during  the  systole.  The  blood  rushes,  however,  into  the  coronary 
arteries  as  soon  as  the  muscles  of  the  ventricles  begin  to  relax, 
dilating  these  at  the  same  time,  to  their  utmost  capacity,  and 
stiffening  and  elongating  the  papillary  muscles,  so  as  exactly  to 
adapt  the  auriculo-ventricular  valves  to  each  other,  when  the 
ventricles  of  the  heart  begin  to  contract.  As  the  auricles  of  the 
heart  are  supplied  only  with  small  arterial  branches,  and  as  the 
force  of  their  circulation  is  broken  by  the  musculi  pertinati,  they 
can  not  be  dilated  by  this  same  force.  The  celebrated  physiolo- 
gist made  the  following  experiment,  in  proof  his  assertion: 

A  long  cylinder  of  glass  was  fastened  to  the  arcus  aortae  of  a 
heart,  previously  taken  out  of  a  human  subject.  The  right  auri- 
cle, as  well  as  the  orifice  of  the  coronary  vein,  being  laid  open  by 
the  knife,  the  aforesaid  cylinder  was  held  in  a  vertical  direction, 
so  as  freely  to  suspend  the  heart.  Then  water,  being  poured  into 
the  cylinder,  closes  the  semilunar  valves  of  the  aorta,  and  escapes 
through  the  coronary  arteries,  capillaries,  and  coronary  vein,  into 
the  right  auricle,  gradually  dilating,  at  the  same  time,  the  ven- 
tricles, as  is  distinctly  seen  through  the  auriculo-ventricular 
foramen  on  the  right  ventricle,  which  presents  a  large  cavity, 
collapsing  again,  when  the  water  ceases  to  flow. 

Luschka,  of  TtLbingen,  evinced  the  articular  nature  of  the 
symphysis  saero-iliaca : 

1.  There  are  in  it  free  cartilaginous  surfaces. 
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2.  A  synoyial  membrane. 

3.  An  articular  cavity. 

4.  Accessory  ligaments. 

It  is,  therefore,  posse^ssed  of  all  parts  distingnishing  a  real 
joint.  Its  synovia  is  found  augmented  in  pregnancy,  the  fibrous- 
cartilages  softer  and  more  succulent.  Mobility  is  thereby,  in- 
creased, however,  but  imperceptibly.  In  aged  persons  the  carti- 
lages often  undergo  fatty  degeneration,  and,  the  surface  of  the 
bones  being  denuded,  anokt/losis  osaea  is  the  most  frequent  result. 

Dr.  C.  O.  Weber  makes,  in  the  Deutsche  Klinik,  (pp.  2,  3,  4^ 
1855),  the  following  remarks  on  Pirogoflf's  method  of  exarticu- 
lation  of  the  foot ;  an  account  of  which  appeared  in  the  last  num- 
ber of  this  journal : 

Up  to  the  present  time,  eight  cases  have  been  reported,  in 
which  the  foot  was  exarticulated  according  to  Firogoff 's  method. 
In  the  case  of  Hoppe,  (Med.  Briefe,  Heft  6),  first  union  took 
place  nearly  throughout  the  wound.  In  the  other  cases,  the  pro- 
cess of  healing  was,  in  the  main,  finished  after  six  or  eight  weeks, 
but  obstinate  fistulous  passages  remained.  These  fistulse,  which 
either  depend  on  suppuration  of  the  sheathes  of  the  tendons,  or 
on  caries  of  the  bones,  are  almost  ever  met  with  after  exarticu- 
lation,  unless  it  be  performed  for  recent  traumatical  injuries ;  nor 
does  Syme's,  Chopart's,  or  Lisfranc's  method  form  an  exception 
thereto.  Further,  the  process  of  the  os-calcis  did  not  only  not 
mortify,  as  might  be  presumed,  in  the  eight  cases  on  record,  but 
had  united,  long  before  the  wound  of  the  skin  had  closed. 

There  are,  however,  two  points  in  Pirogofi*'s  method,  which 
must  be  held  subject  to  further  investigation : 

1.  Whether  the  calcar  process  is,  as  a  rule,  not  involved  in  the 
caries  of  the  tarsal  bones. 

2.  Whether  the  assertion  of  Boss  is  correct,  that  the  stump 
encumbers  the  patient  in  walking. 

Dr.  Weber  had  opportunities  satisfactorily  to  convince  himself, 
by  the  careful  examination  of  anatomical  preparations  from  dif- 
ferent collections,  that  the  process  ossis  calcis  is  commonly  free 
from  the  disease.     Should,  however,  this  process  be  found  out 
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dnring  the  operation  to  be  myolyed,  then  it  maj  still  be  removed 
bj  the  surgeon,  so  as  to  finish  the  operation  aooofding  to  Sjme's 
method.  There  is  no  doubt  of  the  usefulness  of  the  limb,  after 
Sjme's  operation,  but  the  limb  is  usually  shortened  bj  three 
inches,  while  after  Pirogoff 's  operation,  the  shortening  does  not 
amount  to  more  than  three-fourths  of  an  inch,  and  the  stump  is 
fairlj  round. 

Finally,  the  author  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that,  generally, 
some  difficulty  is  experienced  in  bringing  up  the  posterior  flap  so 
as  fully  to  adapt  the  surfaces  of  the  bones  to  each  other.  The 
doctor  found  himself  obliged,  after  having  divided  to  some  extent 
without  success,  Achilles'  tendon,  subsequently  to  saw  o£P  a  wedge 
shaped  portion  of  the  os-calcis,  (Schuh).  Pirogoff  and  Gruenther 
recommend,  therefore,  to  pass  the  saw  at  once  through  this  bone, 
in  an  oblique  direction.  But,  as  this  also  does  not  sufficiently 
prevent  the  distension  of  Achilles'  tendon,  it  will  prove  better  to 
saw  off  both  the  tibia  and  the  os  calds,  under  an  obtuse  angle, 
the  division  of  Achilles'  tendon  always  being  resorted  to  as  a 
means  of  more  than  doubtful  expediency. 

Though  I  do  not  intend  at  all  to  detract  from  Dr.  Beid's 
merit,  in  having  based  the  method  of  manual  reposition  of  the 
dislocated  thigh  on  scientific  principles,  by  experiments  on  dead 
subjects,  and  to  have  illustrated  it  by  the  correct  report  of  clinical 
cases,  yet  justice  requires  to  say,  that  many  years  previous  to 
Eeid's  communications  to  the  Medical  Society  of  New  York  in 
February,  1852,  dislocated  thighs  have  been  reduced,  more  than 
once  by  mere  manipulation,  in  cases  even  where  pullies,  etc,  had 
proved  ineffectual.  In  case  of  dislocation  upon  the  os  ilium, 
Wattmann,  Kluge,  Bust,  Calford,  Colombat,  and  others,  succeeded 
in  reducing  the  dislocated  extremity,  by  abducting  and  rotating 
the  thigh,  after  it  had  been  disengaged  by  flexion.  Fischer,  at 
Cologne,  was  in  the  habit  of  practicing  just  the  same  method  as 
that  recommended  by  Beid,  in  the  year  of  1849,  and  this  same 
surgeon  also  accounted  for  the  reasons  which  led  him  to  adopt  it. 
It  is,  therefore,  Fischer  who  may  justly  claim  the  right  of  pri- 
ority for  himself. 
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Abt.  VL — OUnical  Lectures  at  St.  Jokn^s  Bbtel  for  InvaUds — 
Malignant  Tumor  of  the  Scctlp.  By  Prof.  J.  P.  Judkins,  on^ 
of  tlie  Attending  Surgeons. 

Cincinnati,  Jan.  5, 1856. 

Mb.  R,  aged  thirty-eight,  well  formed,  good  muscular  develop- 
ment, skin  sallow,  has  been  residing  for  some  time  in  a  malarious 
district  and  has  had  several  attacks  of  intermittent  fever.  He  says, 
that  about  one  year  ago,  he  sufifered  severely  from  a  pain  which 
extended  from  the  side  of  his  face  to  the  vertix  of  his  head. 
This,  I  presume,  was  neuralgia  fascialis.  A  short  time  after  this 
pain  was  felt,  he  detected  one  or  two  small  lumps  in  the  scalp, 
near  the  median  line,  and  about  one  inch  and  a  hidf  anterior  \A 
the  the  lambdoidal  suture.  These  lumps  continued  to  grow,  and 
became  troublesome  from  their  size.  Various  applications  have 
been  made  to  them,  but  without  any  good  result. 

The  tumor  has  rapidly  increased  in  volume  during  the  past 
few  months — so  much  so,  as  to  occupy  about  one-fifth  of  the  whole 
scalp.  It  was  more  vascular — presented  several  prominent  and 
elastic  points ;  upon  two  of  these  points,  superficial  ulcers  were 
seen,  discharging  a  thin,  ichorous,  oflfensive  fluid.  A  large  por- 
tion of  the  tumor  was  immovably  fixed  to  the  bones  of  the  head. 
The  whole  aspect  was  not  unlike  encephaloid  cancer,  but  no 
engorgement  of  the  neighboring  lymphatic  ganglia  could  be 
detected. 

This  was  his  condition,  some  two  weeks  ago,  when  he  first 
presented  himself  before  you.  At  that  time,  he  was  desirous  to 
return  home,  to  transact  some  business,  before  submitting  his 
case  to  surgical  treatment.  During  his  absence,  he  was  advised 
to  use  a  preparation  of  iron,  and  bitter  infusion,  and  to  employ 
soothing  applications  to  the  part  affected. 

You  now  perceive  that,  since  he  left,  a  very  marked  change 
has  taken  place  in  the  tumor.  The  whole  mass  is  more  vascular ; 
infiammation  has  been  active,  with  ulceration,  and  even  gan- 
grene ;  a  mass  nearly  as  large  as  a  walnut  has  sloughed,  leaving 


a  cap-shaped  cavitj,  extending  down  to  the  iMme ;  the  edges  of 
llie  ulcer  are  thick  and  everted ;  the  discharge  is  tinged  with 
blood,  and  highly  offensiye;  a  large  portion  of  the  tnmor  is 
firmly  adherent  to  the  bone ;  while  the  surface,  which  still 
remains  intact,  is  more  knobulated.  Xone  of  the  neighboring 
lymphatic  ganglia  appear  to  be  affected.  His  skin  has  a  doll 
sallow,  earthy  hue  ;  but,  be  it  remembered,  that  eren  now  he  is 
laboring  under  an  irregular  form  of  intermittent  fever. 

Now,  what  is  the  nature  of  this  tumor?  and  what  chance  of 
care  has  he  from  an  operation  ? 

Did  it  ecmmence  as  a  simple  tteiUoma^  and  from  i  degenerate  into 
His  cancerous  looking  mass  f  We  know  that  this  form  of  simple 
iomor  is  prone  to  take  an  inflammatory  action,  and  may  assume 
ihe  form  of  an  eating  ulcer,  invading  the  contiguous  soft  partsy 
and  even  the  bones,  of  the  head.  There  are  some  men,  in  high 
places,  who  believe  in  its  primitive  or  secondary  cancerous  nature. 

The  distinguished  French  surgeon,  M.  Nelaton,  in  speaking  on 
the  differential  diagnosis  of  lipoma  and  steatoma,  says :  *'  Let  it 
be  said  at  once,  that  steatoma  is  an  encephaloid  cancer,  conse- 
quently these  two  affections  which  have  been  so  long  regarded  as 
two  periods  of  the  same  disease,  are  two  diseases,  essentially 
different/'  M.  Nelaton  does  not  recognize  the  distinction,  made 
by  some  writers,  between  cancer  and  cancroid  affections ;  other- 
wise, he  would  have  specified  tlie  last,  whose  pathological  structure 
is  said  to  be  formed  by  the  hjpatrophy  of  the  normal  elements 
of  the  part  affected ;  for  steatoma  is  produced  by  the  hypertrophy 
of  one  or  more  sebaceous  follicles,  which,  as  has  been  stated,  may 
inflame,  ulcerate,  and  present  the  appearance  of  an  epithelial 
cancer. 

With  such  a  tendency  to  malignancy,  in  simple  steatoma* 
would  it  not  be  good  practice  to  remove,  at  an  early  period,  all 
wens  of  this  character  ? 

Does  this  tumor  belong  to  the  class  of  true  cancer  f  True  cancer 
of  the  skin  is  but  seldom  seen  upon  the  scalp ;  it  is  most  fre- 
quently met  with  upon  the  lips,  wing  of  the  nose,  penis,  and 
external  parts  of  the  vulva.  Of  twenty  cases,  recorded  by  Lebert* 
not  one  occurred  upon  the  scalp ;  thoy  all  presented  a  mixed 
eharacter,  between  schirrhus  and  encephaloid,  but  the  last  tissue 
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predominated.  In  several  of  these  cases,  melanotic  matter  was 
manifest ;  which,  Mr.  L.  says,  he  has  never  seen  in  cancroid,  or 
epithelial  cancer  of  the  skin. 

True  cancer  of  the  skin  generally  begins  in  a  little  nodule, 
deeply  seated  in  the  dermis  ;  this  grows  slowly ;  there  is  often  a 
little  induration  surrounding  the  tumor,  which  is  said  to  be 
caused  by  the  infiltration  of  cancerous  juice.  At  first,  the  color 
is  either  unchanged,  or  of  a  light  red ;  but  when  it  contains 
melanotic  matter,  it  assumes  a  gray,  slaty  hue,  or  nearly  black, 
and  it  is  softer. 

A  number  of  small  nodules  or  little  tumors  often  appear  in 
the  vicinity,  and,  although  they  may  not  be  larger  than  the  head 
of  a  pin,  yet  upon  analysis,  they  are  found  to  possess  exactly  the 
same  histological  and  microscopical  elements  of  the  older  and 
larger  tumor  which  preceded  them. 

During  the  first  part  of  its  development,  no  pain  is  experienced, 
unless  the  tumor  is  of  a  schirrous  hardness,  and  presses  upon  a 
a  filament  of  some  sensory  nerve.  As  it  grows,  however,  it 
becomes  more  sensitive ;  the  pain  may  be  very  severe,  lancinating. 
It  tends  to  inflammation  and  ulceration.  When  the  ulcer  is 
formed,  its  bottom  is  unequal,  irregular,  and  covered  by  pus  and 
false  membrane,  liable  to  bleed  freely ;  the  neighboring  lym- 
phatic ganglia  become  engorged  with  cancerous  matter;  the 
whole  economy  becomes  deranged  ;  and  all  the  signs  of  cancerous 
cachexia  become  apparent.  The  autopsy  of  such  cases  shows 
depots  of  cancerous  matter  in  the  substance  of  remote  and  inter- 
nal organs.  Cachexia  has  been  seen  in  cases  where  no  exhausting 
discharges  had  occurred.  The  cause  assigned  is,  thie  admixture 
of  cancerous  matter  with  the  blood.  The  prognosis  of  true 
cancer  is  always  very  grave;  if  removed,  it  will  inevitably 
return. 

Although  the  case  before  us  presents  many  suspicious  symp- 
toms, still  we  can  not  believe  that  it  strictly  belongs  to  this  grave 
class. 

Is  it  a  case  of  epithelial  cancer  ?  The  cancroid  of  Lebert,  which 
comprehends  all  those  afiections,  usually  described  as  cancerov^ 
warts,  chimney-sweepers'  cancer,  chancrous  ulcers  of  the  face,  noli 
me  tangere,  etc     Lebert  says,  that  this  disease  may  appear  upon 
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msj  part  of  the  skiiiy  or  raperficial  moeiu  membrsnes.  Upon 
the  last,  it  is  most  freqnentlj  seen  apon  the  oeryix-^teri,  tongae, 
and  anas :  bat  M.  Paget  giyes  it  a  macfa  more  extended  range. 

Lebert,  and  other  learned  microscopiats  and  pathologists,  make 
a  broad  distinction  between  this  disease  and  that  of  the  tme 
cancer.  According  to  them,  epithelial  cancer  is  only  an  angmen- 
tation  or  a  hypertrophy  of  the  normal  elements  of  the  part 
involyed ;  while,  in  trae  cancer,  there  is  a  veritable  snbstitation 
of  heterologoas  or  abnormal  matter  for  the  normal  tissne ;  that 
the  first  extends  its  limits  through  the  media  of  its  anatomical 
relations,  and  not  by  the  circnlation,  as  does  the  latter. 

One  of  the  most  characteristic  microscopical  featnres  of  cancroid 
tissne,  are  the  little  balls  of  compact  epidermic  scales,  called 
epidermic  globes.  Lebert  claims  that  they  are  peculiar  to  this 
tissue,  and  are  not  found  elsewhere ;  but  Paget  and  Barenspmng 
have  seen  them  in  epidermic  and  sebaceous  cysts  and  in  myeloid 
tumors. 

Another  statement,  made  by  Lebert  if  tme,  is  of  the  highest 
clinical  value.  He  says,  that  the  melanotic  matter  is  never  found 
in  epithelial  cancer.  Should  this  become  an  established  fact  in 
pathology,  it  will  be  great  assistance  in  diagnosis. 

Although  there  are  some  well-marked  differences  between  epi- 
thelial cancer  and  those  of  the  schirrhus  and  medulary  varieties, 
still  their  points  o?  analogy  are  no  less  striking.  Clinical  observa- 
tion alone,  is  capable  of  detecting  them.  We  have  sufficient 
reason  for  calling  into  question  the  visual  infallibility  of  the 
microscope,  which  is  claimed  by  many  of  it«  advocates,  in  diag- 
onising  cancer.  In  June,  1852,  M.  Nelaton  removed  a  malignantr 
looking  tumor  from  the  upper  lip  of  an  aged  man.  Portions  of 
this  tumor  were  sent  to  two  of  the  most  celebrated  microscopists 
of  the  age — Jtf.  Lebert  and  M.  Robin.  One  of  these  gentlemen 
said,  *'it  was  entirely  filled  by  cancer  cells,  the  best  characterized ; 
it  was  a  cancer  type ; ''  the  other  said,  "  there  are  no  cancer  cells 
in  it ;  they  are  fibro-plastic ;  it  is  an  epithelial  cancer,  the  best 
characterized." 

With  such  discrepancy  of  opinion,  among  men  of  this  class,  we 
are  compelled  to  content  ourselves  with  clinical  observation — the 
anteoedenta  of  the  case— the  history  of  his  family — the  peculiar 
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aspect  of  the  disease,  and  its  mode  and  phases  of  development, 
in  order  to  form  a  rational  diagnosis,  when,  probablj  in  many 
cases,  an  absolute  diagnosis  is  impossible. 

Betaming  to  our  patient,  let  me  say  that  epithelial  cancer  is 
but  seldom  seen  upon  the  scalp.  Of  eighty-one  cases,  mentioned 
by  Lebert,  not  one  was  seated  upon  the  scalp ;  and  M.  Paget,  in 
all  his  observation,  has  met  with  but  one  case. 

This  form  of  cancer  is  most  liable  to  occur  in  advanced  life— 
generally  between  the  fortieth  and  sixtieth  year. 

The  attention  of  the  patient  is  often  called  to  the  part  before 
any  local  disease  is  apparent.  Of  thirty-four  given  cases  nineteen 
were  aware  of  some  previous  morbid  condition  of  the  part 
affected.  "A  much  larger  proportion,"  says  Mr.  Page,  "than is 
found  among  patients  laboring  under  tumors  of  any  other  kind, 
except  melanoid  cancer." 

Lymphatic  ganglia  are  less  frequently  affected  in  this,  than  in 
other  varieties  of  cancer,  and  even  Lebert  acknowledges  that  the 
nearest  ganglia  may  become  affected,  but  an  internal  or  remote 
organ  never.  He  explains  its  appearance  in  the  ganglion  by  the 
fact  that  epithelial  cells  are  found  there,  which  may  readily 
become  affected.  But  are  not  epithelial  cells  found  in  every  part 
of  the  body  ?  His  explanation  is  lame  and  unsatisfactory,  when 
he  denies  that  the  disease  is  ever  transmitted  by  the  circulation. 

Again,  it  is  a  well-established  fact,  that  internal  organs  do  not 
enjoy  an  absolute  immunity  from  epithelial  cancer,  for  in  the 
small  number  of  seven  cases,  carefully  examined  by  Mr.  Paget, 
he  found  the  cancerous  deposit  in  the  heart,  in  one  case,  and  in 
the  lungs  in  two  cases. 

Taking  all  the  facts  which  have  been  presented  into  considera- 
tion, we  are  inclined  to  believe,  with  Mr.  Paget,  that  "  epithelial 
cancer  differs  from  the  other  varieties  of  cancer,  only  in  degree, 
not  in  kind.  It  appears  to  depend  more  upon  local  condition,  yet 
its  tendancy  is  to  destroy  life ;  but  less  actively  than  other  forms 
of  cancer. 

Mr.  P.  says,  that  the  interstitial  formation  structure,  like  the 
epithelium,  is  not  an  imitation  of  the  natural  tissues,  but  is  in 
conformity  with  cancer.  That  the  appearance  of  hormology, 
when  the  disease  is  near  the  surface  of  the  skin,  is  lost,  when 
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deeplj  seated  in  ihe  dermis,  (xr  Ijmphaiie  ganglia.  That  the 
interstitial  cells  are  often  seen  to  deviate  in  aspect  from  the 
normal  cells.  The  pathology  of  this  form  of  cancer  resembles 
much  that  of  schirrhos  or  encephaloid,  for  it  is  prone  to  incurable 
ulceration,  and  to  repeated  recurrence  after  removal,  and,  what 
is  more  characteristic,  sometimes  the  lymphatic  ganglia,  and 
even  remote  internal  organs.  They  may  invade  any  tissue  what- 
ever, and  is  peculiarly  liable  to  affect  members  of  families,  in 
which  schirrhus  and  other  forms  of  cancer  have  prevailed.^' 

The  average  duration  of  life,  in  persons  affected  with  epithelial 
cancer,  is  estimated  at  forty-four  months ;  this  may  be  prolonged 
a  little  by  extirpation.  In  some  cases,  where  the  operation 
has  been  early  performed  an  apparent  cure  has  been  effected. 
The  case  mentioned,  where  the  disease  was  seated  upon  the  scalp, 
after  it  had  existed  for  eighteen  months,  it  was  removed ;  in 
six  months  it  reappeared,  and  was  again  removed,  and  for  the 
ensuing  eighteen  months  no  sign  of  its  recurrence  was  apparent. 
The  case  was  then  lost  sight  of. 

The  disease,  in  the  case  before  us,  I  am  strongly  inclined  to 
believe,  commenced  as  steatoma ;  now  it  presents  several  unprom- 
ising appearances  ;  it  occupies  a  large  surface  ;  the  bones  of  the 
skull  have  become  involved  ;  the  universal  palor  of  the  skin  may 
possibly  be  caused  by  cancerous  cachexia ;  yet,  be  it  remembered, 
that  our  patient  has  for  a  long  time  inhabited  a  malarious  district, 
and  is  even  now  laboring  under  an  irregular  form  of  intermittent 
fever;  this  sallow  hue  may  be  owing  to  this  fact ;  at  all  events, 
we  will  have  the  benefit  of  the  doubt. 

The  disease  is  rapidly  extending ;  from  the  fcetor  and  hemor- 
rhage, it  is  hourly  becoming  more  loathesome  and  alarming. 
There  is  no  engorgement  which  can  be  detected,  in  the  neighbor- 
ing lymphatic  ganglia;  and,  from  a  very  careful  exploration 
with  a  small  silver  style,  carried  through  every  part  of  the  tumor, 
in  no  part  is  there  a  complete  solution  of  continuity  of  the  bone. 

Hence,  I  think,  an  operation  is  warranted ;  by  it  he  will  be 
relieved  of  much  annoyance,  and  if  its  nature  is  either  degen- 
erated steatoma,  or  an  epithelial  cancer,  wc  may  succeed  in 
prolonging  his  life,  and  possibly  effect  a  cure. 

As  the  scalp  around  the  tumor  is  much  more  vascular  than 
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usual,  we  may  anticipate  some  troublesome  hemorrhage,  hut  this, 
in  a  great  measure,  can  he  controlled  by  assistants  making 
pressure  upon  the  arterial  trunks  upon  the  head. 

The  patient  was  placed  under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  and 
the  tumor  was  removed  by  a  rapid  dissection ;  after  securing  the 
arteries,  a  careful  search  was  made  for  any  remaining  morbid 
tissue;  some  was  found  adhering  to  the  pericranium;  on  two 
spots,  each  about  the  size  of  a  twenty-five  cent  piece,  the  bone 
was  found  to  be  denuded  and  spongy ;  all  of  this  diseased  struc- 
ture was  removed  by  the  chissel. 

The  wound  was  dressed  with  dry-lint.  After  the  second  day, 
simple  cerate  was  used. 

January  16. — No  untoward  symptom  has  made  its  appearance; 
the  large  cavity  is  nearly  full  of  healthy  granulations,  with  the 
exception  of  two  small  points.  Where  the  bone  is  still  bare,  a 
little  exfoliation  of  bone  will  probably  take  place. 

January  26. — Received  a  letter  from  Dr.  Cassels,  who  has 
charge  of  Mr.  R  since  his  return  home;  he  writes  that  our 
patient  is  doing  tolerably  well ;  that  the  granulations  appear 
healthy,  except  a  few  which  are  situated  near  the  denuded  bone; 
these  he  has  touched  with  caustic. 

Granulations  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a  part  undergoing 
necrosis,  may  be  modified,  so  as  to  assume  an  unhealthy  appear- 
ance. Let  us  hope  that  such  is  the  cause,  and  that  no  new 
fungoid  tissue  has  appeared. 

I  will  keep  myself  advised  of  the  progress  of  this  case,  and  if 
I  learn  any  thing  farther  of  interest,  will  impart  it  to  you  before 
the  close  of  the  session. 


4  •  •  •   » 


Lard  Not  an  Antidote  to  Strychnia. — In  our  January  No. 
we  gave  a  paragraph,  condensed  from  the  American  Journal,  in 
which  lard  was  represented  as  an  antidote  to  strychnia.  Subse- 
quent experiments  seem  to  contradict  this  statement — and  show 
that  there  is  no  reliability  upon  the  new  antidote. 
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BEVIEWS    AND    NOTICES. 


Art.  VIL — Transactions  of  Belmont  Medical  Society  for  1855. — 
Some  notice  of  this  energetic  and  floorishing  medical  association,  is 
given  in  another  part  of  this  number.  We  learn  that  the  regular 
physicians  of  Belmont  county  only  number  about  forty  strong,  and 
yet,  from  this  number,  they  keep  up  regular  quarterly  meetings 
of  their  association,  and  publish  an  annual  volume  of  transac- 
tions that  would  be  creditable  to  any  association  of  medical  men. 
What  county  of  the  more  populous  portions  of  our  State,  but 
might  emulate  the  noble  example  of  our  Belmont  county  friends? 
These  are  the  labors  that  make  us  a  respected  and  influential 
profession  :  selfishness,  misanthropy,  bickerings  among  our  breth- 
ren, lower  us  in  the  esteem  of  the  world,  and  in  no  wise  contribute 
to  dollars  or  reputation.  We  shall  take  occasion  to  exhort  our 
readers  on  this  topic,  from  time  to  time,  as  we  find  occasion. 

The  Transactions  before  us  have  already  received  favorable  no- 
tice from  medical  journals.  They  make  up  a  snug  volume  of  172 
pages,  and  comprise  the  following  address,  reports,  essays  and 
cases: 

Dr.  J.  T.  Updegraff's  Inaugural  Address,  as  President,  on  the 
Mutual  Claims  of  the  Public  and  the  Medical  Profession  on  each 
other  ;  Dr.  S.  B.  West's  Address,  as  Vice  President,  on  Our  Pro- 
fession ;  Glance  at  the  Digestive  Organs,  by  Dr.  Cash ;  Vital 
Harmony,  by  Dr.  Wright;  Nature  and  Prevention  of  Phtisis 
Pulmonalis,  by  Dr.  Affleck ;  Urate  of  Ammonia  in  Bheumatism, 
by  Dr.  E.  Gaston ;  Disease  of  Antrum — a  case — ^by  Dr.  H.  West ; 
Ascites  Abdominalis,  by  Dr.  McConahey ;  Eeport  on  Quackery, 
by  Dr.  Affleck ;  Eeport  on  Improvement  in  Medical  Science,  by 
Dr.  Gaston ;  Obituary  notice  of  Dr.  Hewitson,  and  Address  of 
Dr.  McConahey;  Obituary  notice  of  Dr.  W.  N.  Drake,  and 
Memoir,  by  Dr.  XJpdegraflF ;  West's  Reports  of  Births,  Deaths, 
and  Diseases,  in  his  Practice  for  1855. 

Of  the  Belmont  Medical  Society  we  say,  Esto  perpetua — and 
to  our  readers  elsewhere — go  and  do  likewise.  J 
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Abt.  Yin. — A  Manual  of  the  Practice  of  Medicine^  by  Geoboe  Hilabo  Barlow,  M.  A. 
and  M.  B.,  Cantab.;  Fellow  of  the  Boyal  College  of  Physicians;  Physician  to  Guy's 
Hospital ;  to  the  Magdalen  Hospits^ ;  and  to  the  Philanthropic  Society,  etc.,  etc. 

The  above  is  the  title  of  a  work,  an  American  edition  of  which 
has  lately  been  published  by  Messrs.  Blanchard  &  Lea,  Philadel- 
phia. To  these  enterprising  publishers,  our  Profession  is  largely 
indebted  for  many  valuable  works ;  and  of  the  number,  none  do 
we  welcome  with  more  pleasure  than  the  Manual  of  Dr.  Barlow. 
We  most  emphatically  commend  it  to  the  attention  of  the  profes- 
sion, as  deserving  their  confidence — a  depository  of  practical 
knowledge,  from  which  they  may  draw  with  great  benefit. 

It  is  written  in  a  plain,,  unostentatious,  concise  style,  evineing 
a  desire,  on  the  part  of  the  author,  to  do  goody  and  not,,  as  is  too 
often  the  case  with  modern  writers,  to  make  a  hook. 

''  My  object  in  the  present  work,  (says  the  author),  has  been  to 
lay  before  my  professional  brethren — ^more  particularly  students 
and  younger  practitioners — a  system  of  medkine  based  on  the 
etiology,  or  what  I  would  venture  to  call,  the  natural  history  of 
disease." 

That  Dr.  Barlow  has  well  accomplished  the  important  object 
he  had  in  view,  will  be  readily  seen  by  the  attentive  reader. 

J.  H.  w. 

For  sale  by  Moore,  Wilstach,  Keys  &  Overend.     Price,  jSi2.50. 


Abt.  IX. — An  Introduction  to  Practical  Pharmacy ^  designed  as  a  text-book  for  the 
student,  and  as  a  guide  to  the  physician  and  pharmaceutist ;  with  many  form- 
ulas and  prescriptions.  By  Eswabb  Pajush,  Graduate  in  Pharmacy,  etc.  Phil- 
adelphia :  Blanchard  &  Lea*  1856. 

We  received  this  book  a  short  time  since,  from  the  publishers. 
Although  it  is  intended  chiefly  for  the  student  of  pharmacy,  yet 
it  will  be  found  very  useful  to  the  student  of  medicine.  The 
yoimg  physician  will  also  find  much  that  is  useful  to  him.  Med- 
ical students  are  very  deficient  in  pharmacy,  and  will  continue  so 
to  be,  until  a  professorship  of  pharmacy  is  created  in  the  schools. 
Very  many  are  at  great  loss,  in  compounding  their  medicines. 
This  book  will  give  them  valuable  aid. 

The  book  is  well  printed,  and  handsomely  illustrated,,  and  we 
can  strongly  recommend  it.  The  want  of  space  forbids  us  no- 
ticing in  detail,  several  points  of  much  interest.  f 
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EDITORIAL   AND  MISCELLANY. 


REGISTRATION  LAW— SANITARY  SURVEY  AND  REFORM. 

It  peculiarly  belongs  to  all  physicians  who  are  worthy  of  the 
name,  to  assist  in  preventing  disease,  and  promoting  public  Hy- 
giene. It  is  true  that  the  puljlic  may  expect  little  of  us,  except- 
ing in  curing  disease  and  diminishing  suffering ;  but  our  office 
extends  beyond  these  objects.  From  the  earliest  records  of  the 
world,  we  find,  attention  has  been  given  to  this  subject  by  the 
wise  and  the  good.  The  great  Jewish  lawgiver  interwove  direc- 
tions for  the  public  health  into  his  code,  that  would  do  honor  to 
modem  times.  We  would  be  glad  to  impress  the  subject  upon 
the  minds  of  our  legislators,  that  public  health  adds  wealth  to 
the  State ;  and  if  its  importance  is  not  appreciated  by  them  in 
any  other  view  of  the  case,  that  this  view  of  it  appeals  directly 
to  their  duties,  as  conservators  of  the  property  of  the  citizens  for 
whom  they  legislate.  We  find  that,  just  in  proportion  as  civi- 
lization is  advanced,  wise  sanitary  regulations  have  always  been 
adopted.  Every  fact  pertaining  to  the  health,  lives,  or  condition 
of  the  people,  should  be  carefully  collected,  so  as  to  make  an 
application  of  them,  when  sufficiently  numerous. 

A  registration  law,  therefore,  made  as  perfect  as  possible, 

must  necessarily  lay  the  foundation  and  furnish  the  facts  for  a 
sanitary  survey  and  reform.     This  law  should  accomplish  two 

important  objects: 

First,  "  To  preserve  the  name  and  afford  the  means  of  identify- 
ing the  connections,  and  some  facts  concerning  the  personal  history 
of  every  person  who  is  bom,  marries,  or  dies  in  the  community" 

Second,  "  To  determine  how  health,  life  and  longevity  are  affected 
by  age,  sex,  condition  and  occupation;  by  climate,  season,  and 
place  of  residence ;  and  by  diseases  to  which,  under  any  circum- 
stances,  man  may  be  subject" 

When  information  of  this  kind  is  collected,  much  may  be 
known  of  the  various  causes  of  disease,  which  may  be  avoided, 
and  thereby  the  public  health  greatly  improved. 


1856.]  Mitcrid  and  Mkedlanp.  129 

The  information,  placed  upon  record,  would  materially  promote 
the  interests  of  society  in  its  civil  relations.  The  legal  rights  of 
individuals  would  often  be  protected,  in  reference  to  rights  of 
property,  and  a  reliable  basis  constructed,  upon  which  life  insur- 
ance could  be  conducted  with  mutual  fairness  to  the  insured  and 
the  insurer. 

It  is  to  the  profession  of  medicine  that  we  are  to  look  for  the 
accomplishment,  in  a  great  degree,  of  these  objects. 

The  subject  has  been  broached  in  this  State,  by  our  late  Secre- 
tary of  State,  Dr.  Trevitt,  who  has  made  a  commencement,  prac- 
tically, without  any  State  law  on  the  subject.  Influence  and  know- 
ledge should  be  brought  to  bear  and  made  effective  by  physicians, 
on  the  representatives  from  their  districts.  The  subject  is  one  of 
vast  importance.  * 


4  •  ♦• » 


THE  OFFICE  OF  CORONER. 

If  there  is  any  one  office  which  is  badly  filled,  and  in  conse- 
quence, its  duties  awkwardly  and  improperly  performed,  it  is  that 
of  Coroner.  We  have  had  abundant  evidence  of  this,  in  this 
city,  and  we  doubt  not,  the  same  state  of  things  has  or  does  exist 
in  the  State  generally.  Until  the  election  of  Dr.  Menzies,  in 
this  city,  the  coroner's  office  had  been  filled  by  men,  not  only  very 
ignorant  of  the  duties  of  the  office,  but  ignorant  and  uncultivated 
in  every  thing  else.  If  we  had  room,  we  could  give  our  readers 
some  very  laughable,  as  well  as  lamentable  accounts,  of  the  do- 
ings of  coroners  in  this  city.  Since,  however,  the  election  of  our 
friend,  Dr.  Menzies,  a  great  reform  has  been  brought  about.  People 
have  come  to  respect  the  officer,  and  to  regard  him  as  a  very  im- 
portant functionary.  The  point  in  the  law  which  needs  changing, 
is  the  one  opening  the  office  to  any  body  who  chooses  to  apply  for 
it.  It  should  be  filled,  in  all  cases,  by  a  good  physician.  We 
intend  to  do  all  we  can  with  our  delegates  in  the  Legislature,  to 
have  the  law  changed,  confining  the  office  to  our  profession.  This 
is  the  law  in  some  of  the  States.  As  well  might  an  ordinary, 
ignorant  person,  be  placed  on  the  bench,  as  in  the  office  of  coro- 
ner. Before  the  election  of  Dr.  Menzies,  it  was  a  rare  thing 
VOL.  L,  NO.  in. — 9. 
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for  the  coroner  to  ofti/tr  a  jwtC  fikariem.  Efoy  penmi  kaowe  the 
miptiiuiee  of  tbeBe  ezambuitioBs,  in  ilie  mqarity  of  eases,  few 
are  able  to  enter  into  the  medioo-legal  rdationa  of  the  ease,  he- 
fiyre  a  eonrt  and  jnry,  who  negleet  the  pmi  mortenL  Formerty, 
Ae  eoioners  refoaed  to  order  the  po&i  moritm,  fat  the  leaaon  that 
it  cost  the  conntj  too  much.  Phjgicans  refused  to  conduct  liie 
examination  for  a  nominal  fee,  and  on  this  account,  the  coroner 
thought  it  was  too  expensive.  One  even  had  the  impudence  to 
to  tell  uSy  that  we  ought  to  be  glad  to  have  the  opportunily  to 
cut  up  a  dead  man,  as  we  learned  a  great  deal,  whkji  he  thought 
was  suAcient  compensation. 

In  addition,  we  want  the  Legislature  to  name  the  fee  we  should 
leodve  for  ptmi  mortem  exsoninalaons.  Pormerlj,  five  doHars 
only  was  paid,  bat  at  present,  we  believe,  no  one  thinks  of  accept^ 
ing  of  less  than  ten.  Our  worthy  coroner  has  advanced  it,  in 
many  cases,  to  twenty.  The  importance  of  post  mortem  exami- 
nations, in  furthering  the  ends  of  justice,  is  too  evident  to  require 
a  word  from  us.  Non-professional  persons,  acting  as  coroner, 
have  a  great  dislike  for  these  examinations,  and  do  not  compre- 
haid  their  importance.  We  suppose  it  was  owing  to  this  fact, 
Aat  every  verdict  giv^i  under  a  coroner  who  formerly  held  offiee 
in  this  city,  read  as  follows :  **  Died  by  visitation  of  Providence." 

We  hope  our  friends  will  give  some  attention  to  this  matter. 
Tlie  State  is  becoming  thickly  settled,  and  crime  is  on  the  in- 
crease. Let  Bs  demand  our  right — that  the  office  of  coroner 
shall  be  filled  only  by  a  physidan.  | 


SPECIALTIES. 

A  OORBISFONBXNT,  at  ludiauapolis,  takes  exception  to  the 
card  of  Dr.  E.  Williams,  in  the  advertising  sheet  of  this  jour- 
nal, and  inquires  if  our  article  on  Quacken/y  in  the  Februarj 
number,  **  will  have  no  application  to  him.''  We  reply,  that  we 
see  no  similarity  in  the  cases,  view  the  matter  with  ever  so  criti- 
cal an  eye.  We  believe  the  strictest  etiiics  of  our  profession  in 
no  wise  question  the  propriety  of  a  9peekiUjff  if  conducted  in  a 


hf^\iamt^  vi^gr— -thftt  is,  unleas  aooompanied  with  the  nwal  dqp- 
traps  of  the  empiric :  and  unless  tihe  ^pedaliy  is  ^aaed  as  |i  hobby 
io  rkl0  into  notoriety — particaliurly,  if  Urn  specialty  is  pnb- 
Ijab^  in  ^  regular  ^ledioal  journaL  Our  neigU[)or»  Dr.  Wil- 
liams, bas  witjidrawn  irom  general  praetioe,  and  devotes  hiinself 
to  eye  anrgery,  exclusively ;  his  card  to  that  effect,  is  surely  of 
tlie  most  modest,  unassuming  character.  As  apropos  of  this 
whole  sulgect,  we  have  taken  up  the  January  number  of  the  Bolt- 
tmi  H/Miod  Jcmmal — oertainly  one  of  the  most  high  toned  jour- 
i&als  in  the  oountry-^and  find  <m  the  first  and  second  pages  of 
ihe  ^eover,  that  one  medical  gentleman,  of  honorable  rStanding,  is 
4evoting  *'  his  attention  more  particularly  to  the  diagnosis  and 
treajtoeoxt  of  the  disemes  of  women  ;^'  that  another  *' gives 
$fkeeifU  attenticm  to  difeaaes  of  ihe  skin;^^  and  that  a  third  ''  will 
demote  himself  to  the  diagnoius  and  treatment  of  thoracic  di- 
U99e8.^^  In  tite  highest  walks  of  the  European  professiim,  tiliis 
distinction  is  especially  marked.  Thus,  as  every  body  knows, 
Bioord  is  life  devoted  to  the  special  department  ((^  syphilis ; 
wjiile  Mr.  Wilde  is  one  of  the  highest  authorities  in  his  specialty 
of  diseases  of  ihe  eye  and  ear.  We  say  then,  again,  we  see  Ho 
impropriety — and  our  ethics  so  regards  it^ — in  specialties,  con- 
ducted in  a  legitimate  way  ;  and  we  doubt  not,  that  with  a  denser 
population  to  justify  it,  we  shall  see  these  specialties  increase  in 
our  midst,  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  the  profession  and  the 
people.  X 


BELMONT  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

This  is  <me  of  the  most  flourishing  medical  societies  in  the 
United  States.  At  a  late  meeting.  Dr.  John  G.  Affleck  was  ap- 
point'Cd  as  its  correspondent  with  this  journal,  and  from  him 
we  have  received  an  interesting  communication,  portions  of  which 
we  give  below : 

Bridqbport,  Feb.  7,  1856. 
Editors  of  the  Medical  Observer: 

The  Belmont  Medical  Society  holds  quarterly  meetings,  which 
are  generally  well  attended.  There  are  in  all  about  thirty 
m^nbers,  composed  of  the  best  part  of  the  profession  in  the  county. 
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These  meetings  have  had  a  fine  effect  in  fraternizing  the  mem- 
bers and  diffusing  information. 

The  most  important  paper  read  to  the  society,  at  the  January 
session,  was  Dr.  Estep's  report  of  the  trial  of  Mrs.  Henderson, 
for  infanticide — a  case  that  came  before  the  Belmont  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  during  the  last  summer.  The  report  embodies  a 
great  deal  of  medical  testimony,  and  will,  when  published,  occupy 
a  conspicuous  position  in  our  forensic  medicine. 

Three  cases  of  the  births  of  monsters  were  reported.  Dr. 
Weyers  instanced  that  of  a  woman,  who  had  thrown  a  dull  hatchet 
at  a  cat,  hitting  it  on  the  back  of  the  neck,  and  producing  a 
ragged  wound.  The  incident  affected  the  woman  much,  and  in 
the  fullness  of  time  a  child  was  born,  with  a  contused  wound  on 
its  neck,  similar  to  that  of  the  cat.  At  the  time  of  the  report, 
some  months  after  the  accouchment,  the  wound  on  the^  child  was 
still  open,  with  no  evidence  of  healing.  Dr.  Wilson  gave  the 
particulars  of  a  case  of  a  child  being  born  with  a  head  resem- 
bling a  snake ;  and  your  correspondent  reported  the  case  of  a 
mother  bringing  forth  one,  whose  head  had  all  the  characteristics 
of  a  monkey  ;  its  eyes  being  placed  high  on  the  os  frontis,  fore- 
head retreating,  and  lower  part  of  the  face  much  protruded. 
The  peculiarity  of  all  the  cases  was,  that  the  deformities  followed 
the  action  of  the  mind — material  effects  from  spiritual  causes — 
a  doctrine  by  no  means  in  unison  with  the  Sensualistic  Philosophy. 
The  question,  how  far  the  mind  can  influence  the  organization  of 
the  foetus,  was  debated  by  the  society  at  considerable  length,  but 
with  no  satisfactory  results.  If  there  was  any  conclusion,  it  was 
the  old  orthodox  one,  that  **  secret  things  belong  to  the  Lord.^' 

The  suggestion,  in  your  February  number,  of  a  N.  A.  Quar- 
terly Beview,  meets  my  entire  approbation.  Indeed,  I  have  often 
wondered  why  it  has  not  become  a  reality,  long  ago.  It  would 
undoubtedly  succeed,  not  only  filling  a  chasm  that  all  literary 
physicians  would  rejoice  in,  but,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view, 
would  be  attended  with  a  handsome  profit  to  the  publishers.  The 
experiment  will  undoubtedly  be  attended  with  success.  Push 
along  the  project ;  and  as  Cincinnati  is  in  a  fair  way  of  becoming 
the  center  of  civilization  for  these  United  States,  let  it  be  issued 
from  your  own  city.    Yours,  etc.,  J.  G.  Affleck. 
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SULPHATE  OF  CINCHONIA. 

Wb  notice  in  one  of  our  exchanges  an  abstract  of  Dr.  Welles' 
paper,  of  our  first  number,  on  sulphate  cinchonia,  in  which  it  is 
stated,  that  in  fifty-three  cases  out  of  fifty-seven  of  intermittent 
fever,  this  remedy  was  eminently  successful ;  while,  in  four  cases, 
the  remedy  was  abandoned  and  quinine  substituted  with  success. 
This  is  correct ;  but  the  report  also  states  that  these  four  cases 
em  not  be  regarded  as  evidences  of  any  great  value,  of  the  com- 
parative merit  of  the  two  remedies,  as  the  previous  use  of  the 
dnchonia,  in  all  probability,  contributed  to  the  cure,  although 
quinine  was  used.  It  also  asserts  that  the  cinchonia  was  used  in 
several  cases  with  success  (number  not  specified),  in  which  quinine 
had  previously  been  used  without  effecting  the  object  for  which  it 
was  given.  Further,  that  a  number  of  cases  of  intermittent  were 
treated  with  quinine  during  the  same  period,  and  a  comparison  of 
the  results  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  cinchonia  was  the  less 
powerful,  but  might  be  substituted  for  the  quinine  in  somewhat 
increased  doses.  Thus  far,  therefore,  it  seems  to  possess  nearly 
or  quite  the  same  claims  to  confidence  that  quinine  does,  while, 
from  its  cheapness,  it  possesses  an  advantage.  We  can,  therefore, 
recommend  the  cinchonia  as  a  substitute  with  much  confidence.  * 


THE    PATENT    MEDICINE    BILL. 

Many  of  our  readers  are  no  doubt  aware  that  Dr.  Jewett,  of 
Summit  county,  has  introduced  into  the  lower  house  of  the  Legis- 
lature, a  bill  to  regulate  the  sale  of  patent  medicines  in  the 
State.  If  the  Doctor  is  successful  in  getting  his  bill  through, 
the  occupation  of  a  large  class  of  persons  who  deal  in  patent  med- 
icines, will  be  much  damaged.  The  bill  provides  that  all  patent 
medicines  shall  have  a  statement,  in  plain  English,  of  the 
ingredients  and  quantities  printed  on  each  and  every  box,  bottle, 
or  package,  offered  for  sale  in  the  State,  with  a  heavy  penalty 
for  its  violation.     Who  is  it  that  will  not  give  his  influence  to 
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Ul?    Dr.  Jevett  acc^  Ike  aid  of  tke  prafenw,  or 
Kn  BAT  £kL     Tke  patwt  ne^itne  liflftm  are  oppoamg  Ike  bQl 
with  a  $tf«iBg  ialacBce. 

A  jgemtlemam  of  Aia  ckj.  a  lapaWr  of  tke  laat  legUalare, 
as  tkat  iernal  iktmmmi  doQara  vne  exjpeaded  Vf  tUs 
of  gmtrj  ia  deiEatiag  a  sznlar  bffl  pmyuMJ  »  Ike  last 
legidalne.  Tkej  are  at  vork  agaia,  faMwiBi;  well  tkal  if  ike 
kili  pasKs.  tker  wiD  ke  est  off  fr»  a  riek  karveal.  We  voaU 
tmggetA  to  mH  our  ftinJi  to  vrite  to  tkeir  iiyesKatatifes  in  Ike 
legiskilaief  wtgmg  tke  paagage  of  tke  ML  Lei  societies  imH 
aad  pass  leaoltttl^jBJk  aad  fervard  Aem  to  Dr.  Jgwelt  Tkey  wiD 
ke  of  seirice  to  kbii.  Tke  Medico4!kiiafgigaI  Socirtj  of  ikis 
citj,  at  its  last  ateetia^,  paLWtd  a  pfeanskle  and  leauiiiliua  appror- 
mg  Ike  MD,  anct  ordefed  hs  seeretarr  to  Ibrwaid  Aeai  to  Dr.  J. 
We  kope  oar  frieads  Ikioagkoat  the  Slate  will  stir  IkuMtlica  ia 
ikis  sutler.  f 

Aslit  «•  DUttaes  of  the  StomaeK  kas  keea  receired  from  Ike 
pablzshers,  Messrs  Haackaid  aad  Lea^  bat  we  have  aol  kad  tinie 
lo  ezamiiie  it. 

Mlm  Tknt9  fir  the  DSaiatim  of  the  Cervix  Uteri. — We  ka^e 
leeeired  a  brief  pampklel  of  ei^l  pages  wilk  tkis  tide,  kr  Dr. 
Horatio  R.  Srosaa,  of  Bostoa.    The  pamplet  is  a  le-priat  «f  tke 

aatkor^s  article  on  this  subject,  in  a  recent  number  of  the  Boston 
Medical  and  Surfjicod  J^mmoL 

A  Lecture  Introductory  to  the  Iburth  Annual  Oawne  of  the 
BEami  Medical  CoUeffej  at  OncinnaH^  Oct  15,  ISoo,  hy  Prof  S. 
D.  MusssT,  has  been  laid  on  our  tabk.  We  heard  the  address, 
or  lecture,  upon  its  deliTerr,  and  are  well  pleased  to  see  it  pub- 
lished. The  topie^-''^«tiA<rf  in  BnHh  and  Dieeaee/'  The  Tiews 
of  Prof.  MuBsej  on  the  general  question  of  the  use  of  intozicali]^ 
beyerages  are  well  known — ^it  is  sufficient  to  saj  the  present  dn- 
eourse  is  an  able  exposition  of  those  riews,  presented  in  a  clear 
and  philosophical  style. 

Exchangee. — The  W^tem  Zancety  Charleeton  Msdical  and  iSHcr- 
gieal  ItevteWy  Ssalpdy  St.  Louie  Mkdieai  and  Skrgical  Journal^  and 
191  W.  Medical  and  Surgical  tXmmaty  have  been  received,  in  addi- 
tion to  exchanges  acknowledged  ia  our  last 
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MOHTHLT   CHAT. 


Health  of  the  City. — ^The  health  of  Cincinnati  for  several  moniha 
past  has  been  remarkably  good.  The  city  has  been  especially 
exempt  from  any  epidemic  of  the  exanthematous  order — while, 
daring  the  corresponding  months  of  last  year,  small-pox  was 
prevailing  ta  a  large  extent.  Thas  far  through  the  winter  also 
ire  have  had  but  little  thoracic  digea^e  of  any  description.  This 
general  exemption  of  the  city  from  any  especial  prevailing  dis- 
ease, is  doubtless  owing  to  the  uniform,  dry,  bracing  atmosphere, 
that  has  continued  for  such  a  length  of  time,  and  with  so  little 
diange. 

Dr.  Plummer^B  Article  on  Clergymen  and  Physicians. — We 
inyite  particular  attention  to  the  article  of  Dr.  Plummer,  in  this 
number.  We  have  long  been  of  the  opinion  that  the  inde- 
pendence, dignity,  and  self-respect  of  all  parties  would  be  pro- 
moted by  the  abolition  of  the  custom  of  gratuitous  service  to 
clergymen.  We  would  be  glad  to  hear  the  views  of  others  on  this 
proposition. 

Correction, — A  mistake  was  made  in  the  name  of  Dr.  Taylor, 
of  Carrolton,  in  the  Eeport  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Mont- 
gomery County  Medical  Society,  in  our  February  number.  It  is 
given  as  E.  Taylor,  M.  D,  and  should  be  Julius  S.  Taylor,  M.  D. 

Prices  of  Medical  Boohs. — Some  of  our  correspondents  have 
suggested  that  it  would  be  a  matter  of  convenience  to  country 
practitioners  to  have  the  prices  of  books  noticed  in  the  Observer, 
accompanying  the  notice.  We  shall  hereafter  observe  this  sugges- 
tion as  far  as  possible. 

Postage  on  the  Observer. — As  there  has  been  some  dispute  on 
this  point,  we  remark  that  the  weight  of  this  journal  is  only  S 
ounces,  and  the  postage  to  regular  subscribers,  pre-paid  quarterly, 
is  one-half  cent  per  number — not  so  pre-paid,  double  that  amount. 
Extra  advertising  matter  may,  in  some  instances,  double  this  rate. 
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We  have  heard  of  postmasters,  in  some  instances,  charging  as 
high  as  5  cents  on  a  single  number  of  the  Observer!  Such  tax 
is  entirely  unwarranted. 

BeceipU — Numbers  Miscarried,  etc, — We  have  thus  far  sent 
receipt*  for  all  payments  made,  in  the  Observer  or  by  letter.  Any 
mistakes  or  oversights  in  this  matter,  or  the  miscarriage  of  num- 
bers, we  hope  will  be  promptly  reported  to  us  for  correction. 

We  sent  out  a  very  large  number  of  our  January  issue, 

and  to  some  extent  of  our  February  issue,  as  specimen  numbers 
of  our  new  enterprise.  In  some  instances  (comparatively  much 
smaller  than  we  had  expected),  those  have  been  returned  as  an 
indication  that  the  receiver  did  not  wish  to  become  a  subscriber — 
but  the  mode  of  this  return  has,  in  fully  half  the  instances,  been 
of  such  a  character  as  not  to  give  any  indication  of  the  person 
returning  them — thus,  one  or  two  have  the  name  of  the  post- 
office  only ;  some  a  name,  but  no  post-oflSce  or  State ;  others  again 
no  name,  post-office,  or  any  slightest  clue  to  the  person  declining. 
In  view  of  this  difficulty,  we  are  compelled  to  ask  our  friends  to 
report  themselves  speedily  as  consistent ;  and  especially  such  as 
have  clubs  in  a  state  of  partial  or  complete  forwardness,  please 
let  us  hear  from  you  very  soon.  We  again  return  our  thanks  for 
the  very  efficient  efforts  that  have  been  made  to  insure  our  suc- 
cess, and  the  very  hearty  responses  that  we  have  received  in 
abundance.  Even  gentlemen  declining  to  patronize  our  journal, 
at  present,  have  written  to  us  almost  a  unanimous  commendation 
and  God-speed.  These  evidences  of  a  favorable  and  kindly  recep- 
tion, at  the  hands  of  the  profession,  are  received  with  gratitude 
by  the  conductors  of  The  Observer,  and  will  assuredly  stimulate 
them  to  renewed  exertions  to  make  it  the  exponent  of  all  that  * 
pertains  to  the  reputation  and  advancement  of  our  profession. 
In  this  connection,  we  take  occasion  to  acknowledge  the  friendly 
notice  that  has  been  accorded  to  us  by  the  leading  medical  jour- 
nals of  the  country,  and  especially,  the  fraternal  greeting  of  our 
neighbor  of  the  Lancet  is  fully  appreciated  and  reciprocated.  It 
\anot  our  intention  to  "jostle  you,"  friend  Wood.  We  have  also 
one  word  for  the  Philadelphia  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  The 
Observer  is  not  the  "  mouth-piece  of  the  Miami  Medical  College.'* 
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The  connection  of  this  journal  with  the  Miami  Medical  College  is 
an  incidental  one.  It  is  not  responsible  for  any  medical  school 
or  clique  ;  and  no  such  school  or  clique  is  responsible  for  it.  But 
for  vindication  of  this  position  to  Bro.  Bryan,  as  to  others  nearer 
home,  we  patiently  await  the  arbitrament  of  the  future.  % 


<  •  •  •  » 


MONTHLY   SUMMARY. 


On  the  Helation  between  Puerperal  Rritonifh  and  JErysipdas. — 
In  the  January  number  of  the  Americaii  Journal  of  ilie  Medical 
Sciences,  we  find  two  very  interesting  articles  upon  this  subject. 
By  condensing  a  little,  we  are  able  to  give  the  essential  parts  of 
both ;  the  first,  by  Dr.  Leasure,  of  Newcastle,  Pa.,  who  relates 
several  cases  in  full.  We  give  but  one,  however,  as  it  is  the  type 
and  almost  identical  with  the  others : 

On  the  6th  of  August,  in  the  absence  of  any  other  physi- 
cian, I  took  charge  of  Mrs. ,  in  labor  with  her  eighth  child, 

of  which  she  was  delivered  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The 
labor  was  natural,  and  not  protracted  at  all ;  the  child  was  a 
male  and  healthy,  and  at  three  o'clock  I  left  her,  feeling  as  com- 
fortable as  the  case  would  admit.  She  continued  to  do  well  till 
eleven  o'clock  on  the  next  night,  when  severe  chills  set  in,  being 
just  twenty-two  hours  after  delivery.  They  continued  till  morn- 
ing, when  I  was  called  to  visit  her,  and  saw  her  just  eight  hours 
after  the  first  chill.  Fever  had  set  in  ;  pulse  one  hundred  and 
twenty-six ;  great  deal  of  intense  pain  in  the  uterus ;  no  tume- 
faction in  the  abdomen ;  countenance  anxious  and  haggard,  with 
frequent  frowns  and  earnest  staring,  as  if  at  some  strange  object ; 
lochia  not  suppressed,  but  dark  and  dirty  looking ;  had  a  presen- 
timent that  she  would  die ;  tongue  natural ;  constant  thirst,  and 
obstinate  vomiting.  I  opened  a  large  vein  in  the  arm,  intending 
to  bleed  ad  deliquiumy  but  the  blood  soon  ceased  to  flow,  and  I 
did  not  obtain  over  half  a  pint.  I  tied  up  the  arm,  intending  to 
open  a  vein  in  the  other  arm,  but  on  inspecting  the  blood  already 
drawn,  I  found  it  did  not  coagulate,  and  resembled  some  dirty 
mixture  that  looked  like  anything  but  blood.  It  had  not  even 
the  cohr  of  blood.  I  deemed  all  efforts  useless  that  looked  to- 
ward a  recovery,   but  gave  full  doses  of  opium  to  relieve  the 
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mmBomng  pain  in  the  nterine  region ;  bni  ibe j  gave  no  relief  al; 
ally  till  a  short  time  before  death,  when,  I  preaiune,  gangrene 
had  done  its  work.  The  remaining  history  of  the  case  would  be 
bat  a  repetition  of  the  one  already  given.  She  died  within 
thirty-six  hours  of  the  first  chill.  Her  child  died  of  mdlignomt 
erysipelas,  within  a  week;  and  the  old  lady  who  washed  and 
dressed  her  for  the  grave,  took  erysipelas  within  five  days  of  the 
time  she  died,  and  was  the  most  hideous  case  of  that  foul  disease 
I  ever  met,  although  she  finally  recovered. 

It  is  important,  also,  to  remark,  that  Dr.  Leasure  had  been  in 

attendance  upon  cases  of  malignant  erysipelas,  previous  to  his 

attendance  upon  these  cases  of  child-bed  fever,  and  at  the  same 

time,  with  them.     We  give  his  concluding  lemarks^  in  full : 

The  question  presented  itself  then  to  my  mind,  and  many  times 
sinee :  Was  it  a  coincidence  that  the  only  cases  of  child-beid  fever 
which  occurred  in  the  neighborhood  should  occur  in  the  practice 
of  Dr.  Wallace  and  myself,  who  were  the  only  physicians  in 
attendance  upon  cases  of  malignant  erysipelas,  and  that  our  cases 
should  occur,  in  every  instance,  where  we  attended  a  lying-in 
patient  during  our  attendance  upon  the  other  disease  ;  and  tnat 
every  puerperal  case  should  prove  fatal,  under  precisely  similar 
circumstances,  and  at  about  the  same  period  of  time ;  and  that 
the  children  should  die  of  erysipelas,  in  two  instances  ;  and  the 
woman  who  dressed  one  of  them  for  tibe  grave,  should  also  take 
malignant  erysipelas,  and  that,  too,  where  there  were  no  other 
cases  of  erysipelas  near,  it  being  in  the  country,  and  the  patients 
having  no  communication  with  other  cases  ;  and  tUat  as  soon  as 
we,  who  attended  upon  cases  of  erysipelas,  ceased  to  attend  upon 
lying-in  women,  there  should  be  no  more  cases  of  the  malignant 
diild-bed  fever? 

In  my  own  cases,  it  seemed  probable  that,  notwithstanding  all 
precautions  of  cleanliness,  the  disease  might  have  been  communi- 
cated to  me,  as  I  might,  daring  the  necessary  manipulations, 
have  introduced  the  erysipelatous  virus  into  the  vagina,  where  it 
became  absorbed  directly  into  the  blood,  and  exerted  its  mischiev- 
ous influence  upon  that  vital  fluid  directly  ;  or,  it  might  have 
poisoned  the  tissues  of  the  uterus  itself,  inducing  a  malignant 
metritis — for,  most  certainly  in  my  cases,  the  peritoneum  did  not 
seem  to  become  involved  in  the  disease,  till  near  the  fatal  termi- 
nation. Or  it  might  have  produced  uterine  phlebitis,  and  the 
inflammation  have  extended  to  the  veins  of  the  abdomen,  and  by 
so  changing  or  modifying  a  considerable  portion  of  the  endan- 
gium,  or  *^  membrana  communis  vasorum,'^  the  morbid  appear- 


I896.J  Jfiii^  Sktmmaff.  It9 

anoM  presented  hy  ike  blood  drawn  from  the  arm,  awl  Uie  lochia 
skoald  resalt  from  the  diseased  membrane,  and  not  have  beao  a 
disease  of  the  Uood,  per  «e. 

Howerer  this  may  be,  of  one  thing  I  think  I  may  be  assured, 
and  that  is,  that  the  diseases  in  question  produce  and  reproduce 
eadi  other ;  in  other  words,  my  cases  of  diild-bed  fever  were 
neither  more  nor  kss  than  cases  of  malignant  erysipelas,  fatally 
modified  by  the  condition  of  the  patients,  and  the  manner  cf 
introducing  the  morbific  poison. 

I  hare  been  induced  to  report  these  eases,  mainly  because  I 
had  been  taught  to  believe  that  child-bed  fever  was  always  "  a 
true  inflammation/^  and  the  only  hope  of  safety  lay  in  blood-let* 
ting.  I  had  proved  the  truth,  as  I  thought,  of  this  theory,  and 
Terified  the  soundness  of  the  practice  in  many  a  sucoessfully  con- 
tested ease ;  but  I  learned  that  there  is  a  disease  of  Ijing-in 
women,  malignant  in  its  character,  which  sets  at  naught  both  the 
theory  and  l£e  practice ;  and  if  I  should  be  so  unfortunate  as  to 
meet  with  it  again,  I  would  rely  upon  the  treatment  which  proved 
inmyhandssosuoeessfulintheerysipelatousdisease^viz:  brandy, 
quinine,  and  tmcture  of  iron. 

The  other  article  is  by  Dr.  Dutcher,  Enon  Valley,  Lawrence 
county.  Pa.  We  have  but  space  for  the  eases  related,  but  we 
wish  to  give  them  as  corroborative  of  the  views  just  given  by 
Dr.  Leasure: 

In  the  year  1850,  Dr.  W.,  of  N.  B.,  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  A., 
aged  about  sixty,  who  had  been  scratched  on  the  back  of  the 
hand  by  a  pet  cat.  The  hand  had  become  very  much  swollen, 
quite  red  and  painful,  and  she  had  headache,  pain  in  the  back, 
nausea,  and  fever.  The  doctor  prescribed  what  he  supposed  the 
case  required.  On  his  next  visit,  he  found  the  symptoms  all 
aggravated.  The  swelling  had  now  extended  up  the  entire  arm, 
and  had  assumed  a  decided  erysipelatous  character.  In  the  course 
of  a  few  days,  suppuration  ensued  on  the  baek  of  the  hand  and 
fingers.  There  were  also  several  small  ulcers  on  the  forearm. 
The  doctor  dressed  these  daily.  One  day,  while  thus  engaged, 
he  was  called  in  haste  to  attend  Mrs.  McC.,  in  confinement.  Three 
days  after  labor  she  was  seized  with  puerperal  fever,  of  which 
she  died,  on  the  sixth  day  after  confinement.  In  the  course  of 
four  weeks,  he  attended  seven  cases  of  labor;  the  mother,  in 
every  case,  died  with  the  same  disease,  and  the  infants  perished 
with  general  cutaneous  erysipelas. 

After  attending  the  last  of  these  unfortunate  cases,  the  doctor 
himself  was  taken  with  erysipelas  in  his  right  hand,  commencing 
in  the  little  finger,  and  extending  over  the  entire  arm,  and  down 
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the  right  side  to  the  subaxillarj  region,  where  a  large  abcess 
formed,  which  discharged  for  some  days,  and  finally  healed. 
After  much  suffering,  the  doctor  regained  his  usual  health.  Who 
can  doubt,  for  a  moment,  but  all  this  suffering  and  death  pro- 
ceeded from  the  hand  of  Mrs.  A.? 

About  four  years  since,  Dr.  C,  of  P.,  was  called  upon  to  bleed 
Mrs.  G.  In  two  days  after,  on  removing  the  bandage  from  the 
arm,  a  circumscribed  redness,  of  about  an  inch  in  diameter,  pre- 
sented itself  around  the  wound  in  the  vein.  By  the  next  morn- 
ing, it  had  extended  over  the  entire  arm.  It  was  very  much 
swollen  and  quite  painful,  having  all  the  characteristics  of  ery- 
sipelas. Notwithstanding  the  most  judicious  treatment,  the  arm 
became  gangrenous,  and  the  patient  died  in  consequence.  Dur- 
ing the  sickness  of  this  lady.  Dr.  C.'s  wife  had  an  abortion ;  he 
attended  her.  Some  three  days  after  confinement  she  took  puer- 
peral fever,  and  died  in  a  few  days.  He  subsequently  attended 
some  thirteen  cases  of  labor,  in  most  of  which  fatal  puerperal 
fever  supervened;  and  many  of  the  infants  died  with  general 
cutaneous  erysipelas.  A  lady,  by  the  name  of  Mrs.  H.,  while 
engaged  in  making  a  shroud  for  one  of  the  individuals  who  had 
died  with  the  disease,  pricked  her  finger  with  a  needle;  after 
some  five  or  six  hours,  she  washed  the  babe  of  this  individual, 
who  had  also  died.  In  six  days,  the  wound  in  the  finger  became 
puerperal,  swollen,  and  red,  and  in  a  few  days  the  whole  arm  was 
involved  in  erysipelatous  inflammation,  and  she  nearly  lost  her 
life  in  consequence. 

CfloBB  Syringes.  By  Frank  H.  Hamilton,  M.  D. — Gradually 
the  old  pewter  female  syringes  have  gone  into  disuse,  and  physi- 
cians have  substituted  the  neater,  and  perhaps  cheaper,  glass 
syringes ;  but  the  occurrence  of  several  accidents,  in  some  of 
which  my  surgical  services  have  been  required,  induce  me  to 
question  the  value  of  the  substitution. 

In  three  instances'  I  have  been  called  upon  to  remove  from  the 
vagina  the  broken  fragments  of  these  syringes.  In  one  instance 
the  accident  occurred  in  consequence  of  the  sudden  alarm  of  the 
female  while  she  was  using  the  syringe,  and  was  in  no  measure, 
probably,  due  to  the  imperfection  of  the  instrument ;  but  in  the 
two  other  cases,  the  glass  gave  way  from  the  mere  pressure  of 
the  fluid  while  the  piston  was  ascending.  The  accident,  certainly 
might  occur  when  the  piston  fits  snugly  even  though  there  was 
no  defect  in  the  glass ;  but  if  there  diances  to  be  the  slightest 
irregularity  in  the  walls  of  the  syringe,  or  a  fi  sure,  such  as 
might  easily  escape  deteotion»  or  an  unusual  tenuity  of  the 
tomd  extr^oidigr^  ~  "^'""^w  would  be  almost  certain  to  follow. 
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It  was  ihis  latter  circumstance,  viz :  the  extreme  thinness  of  the 
extremity  of  the  instrument,  which  occasioned  the  accident  in 
two  of  the  cases  mentioned.  Two  other  cases  have  been  related 
to  me  as  having  occurred  in  the  practice  of  neighboring  physi- 
cians, making  in  all  five  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge. 

It  is  possible  that  no  examination,  however  critic^,  would 
enable  us  to  determine,  before  the  fracture  has  taken  place, 
whether  the  end  of  the  instrument  has  a  suitable  thickness,  and 
it  is  very  likely  that  a  majority,  of  them  are  blown  too  thin  for 
safety.  I  have  found  the  fragments  not  as  thick  as  my  finger 
nail. 

Of  late  I  have,  therefore,  uniformly  recommended  either  some 
appropriate  metallic  instrument,  or  perhaps  more  generally  the 
gum-elastic  bag  with  an  ivory  nozzle. — Buff,  Mkd.  Jour. 

Nitrate  of  Silver  in  Scarlatina. — The  third  consideration  with 
reference  to  scarlatina,  which  I  desire  briefly  to  advert  to,  is  the 
application  of  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  fauces. 

I  believe  no  physician  doubts  the  eflicacy  of  this  remedy,  but 
certain  I  am  that  many  practitioners  might  nearly,  if  not  alto- 
gether, as  well  neglect  this  most  useful  and  powerful  agent,  as  to 
use  it  as  they  do.  There  are  many  who  never  apply  nitrate  of 
silver  to  the  throat  in  any  other  way  than  by  means  of  a  camel^s 
hair  pencil.  Now,  nothing  could  shake  me  in  my  conviction,  that 
hundreds  of  cases  of  scarlatina  had  proved  fatal  from  this  cause 
alone.  I  have  seen  ulcerated  sore  throats,  as  severe  perhaps  as 
any  which  the  records  of  medicine  can  aflford,  and  which  had 
brought  the  patients  suffering  from  them  to  the  very  confines  of 
the  grave.  Had  I  nothing  better  at  hand  than  a  camel's  hair 
pencil  for  applying  a  caustic  solution,  to  a  moral  certainty  they 
would  all  have  terminated  fatally. 

The  right  mode,  in  my  judgment,  for  employing  this  great  (I 
might  say  only)  remedy  in  this  extreme  case,  in  which  life  is  all 
but  extinct,  is  to  get  a  long  probe,  around  which  should  be  rolled 
a  piece  of  lint.  This  should  be  allowed  to  stand  for  about  one 
minute  in  a  twenty-grain  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver .  A  spatula 
or  spoon  having  been  placed  on  the  tongue  to  depress  it,  the 
probe  should  be  passed  low  down  into  the  throat,  the  interior  of 
which  should  be  cleverly  rubbed  all  around.  Those  who  have 
practiced  this  in  the  way  described,  have  had  their  hearts  glad- 
dened by  the  wondrous  change  in  a  moment  produced.  A  sponge 
attached  to  a  rod  of  whalebone  has  been  used  and  recommended 
by  many.  This,  though  infinitely  peferable  to  a  camePs  hair 
pencil,  is  open  to  objections :  1st.  The  same  sponge  should  not 
be  used  (though  I  have  seen  it  done)  for  more  than  one  patient, 
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mid  we  often  meet  with  two,  three,  or  evea  more  at  Ae  mme 
time,  and  in  the  same  house.  2d.  Theiie  is  a  diflScnltj  in  fawrisg 
the  sponge  kept  deMi.  3d.  The  sponge  is  tm  times  more  disa- 
greeaUe  to  the  patient ;  asd  lastly,  it  does  not  answer  the  par- 
pose  so  welL 

I  know  of  no  disease,  the  recoveries  from  which  have  astonished 
and  rejoiced  me  so  much  as  scarlatina.  No  case  should  he 
despaired  o£^  or  left  withont  the  most  vigilant  care,  until  life 
becomes  whdlr  and  unmistakably  extinct.  I  feel  perfectly  satis- 
fied  that  the»  .re  many  practitioners  who  have  ^Lan  (apo.  • 
review  of  past  experience  of  this  disease  above  all  others)  bitterly 
to  regret  the  oMrse  they  pursued.  like  croup,  it  runs  through 
its  stages  quickly.  To  select  proper  treatment,  aod  that  at  the 
right  moment,  or  to  em^doy  injurious  means,  is  an  error  nev«* 
to  be  remedied. 

Some  time  since  I  was  attending  a  fine  boy,  aged  seven  years, 
in  Mountjoy  square.  He  labored  under  malignant  scarlatina 
The  case  was  one  demanding  the  utmost  care  and  attrition,  it 
being  as  unpromising — I  may  perhaps  say  as  hopeless — ^a  case 
as  any  I  had  ever  seen.  Having  had  occasion  to  pass  the  house 
at  a  very  late  hour  of  the  night,  I  paid  my  little  patient 
an  unexpected  visit.  The  person  who  opened  the  hall-door, 
announced  to  me  her  belief  that  the  child  was  dead.  On  enter- 
ing the  room  I  beheld  the  mournful  sight  of  a  fond  father  with 
what  he  considered  to  be  his  dead  son  lying  on  his  lap.  The 
scene  was  not  one  soon  to  be  forgotten.  On  a  very  close  exam- 
ination, I  could  clearly  perceive  that  the  child  was  still  alive,  but 
no  more.  One  drop  of  fluid  he  could  not  swallow,  and  hsB 
respiration  was  almost  imperceptible.  I  instantly  applied  tl^ 
nitrate  of  silver  in  the  manner  I  have  described ;  not,  I  must 
say,  with  much  (if  any),  expectation  of  success.  The  eflPect  was 
literally  miraculous.  An  immense  quantity  of  mucus  and  lymph 
adhered  to  the  lint ;  he  immediately  breathed  freely,  before  I 
left  the  house  drank  cold  water,  and  in  the  providwice  of  God 
made  a  quick  and  complete  recovery. — Buffalo  Msdiedl  Jofwmoiy 
from  IhMin  Msdical  J^ess. 

Nature  of  JRwerty. — ^We  clip  the  following  very  suggestive 

paragraphs  from  the  Report  of  Dr.  Edward  Jarvis  "  On  Insanity 

and  Idiocy  in  Massachusetts  " : 

In  this  connection  it  is  worth  while  to  look  somewhat  at  the 
nature  of  poverty,  its  origin,  its  relation  to  man  and  to  society. 
It  is  usually  considered  as  a  single  outward  circumstance — ^the 
absence  of  worldly  goods ;  but  this  wiint  is  a  mere  incident  in 
this  condition— only  one  of  its  manifestations.     Poverty  is  an 
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inward  {Hindple,  enrooted  deeply  within  the  man^  and  running 
through  all  his  ^dements ;  it  reaches  his  body,  his  healthy  his 
intellect,  and  his  moral  powers,  as  well  as  his  estate.  In  one  or 
other  of  these  elements  it  may  predominate,  and  in  that  alone 
he  may  aeem  to  be  poor ;  but  it  nsnally  involves  more  than  one 
of  the  dements,  often  the  whole.  Hence  we  find  that,  among 
tihose  whom  the  world  calls  poor,  there  is  less  vital  force,  a  lower 
tome  of  life,  more  ill  health,  more  weakness,  more  early  death,  a 
diminished  longevity.  There  are  also  less  self-respect,  ambition 
and  hope,  more  idiocy  and  insanity,  and  more  crime  than  among 
the  independent. 

The  preponderance  of  mental  infect  and  disease  among  the 
poor  is  unquestionably  shown  by  the  comparison  of  the  number 
#f  lunatics  and  idiots  in  the  two  classes.  None  could  for  a  mo- 
Hient  suppose  that  the  total  of  these  classes,  the  independent  and 
t^  pauper,  are  in  this  ratio. 

This  is  not  only  a  demonstrable  fact  in  Massachusetts  and 
Great  Britain,  and  probably  elsewhere,  but  it  proceeds  out  of  a 
principle  which  is  fixed  in  the  law  of  our  being — ^that  poverty  is 
not  a  single  fact  of  an  empty  purse,  but  involves  in  various 
degrees  the  whole  man,  and  presents  as  many  facts  as  there  are 
elements  of  our  nature  that  can  be  depreciated  or  perverted. 
Insanity  is,  then,  a  part  and  parcel  of  poverty :  and  wherever 
that  involves  any  considerable  number  of  persons,  this  disease  is 
manifested. 

When  the  poor  become  thus  sick  and  dependent,  although 
friends  may,  in  some  instances,  be  able  and  willing  to  step  in  and 
meet  this  expense,  yet  unfortunately  they,  too,  are  generally  poor, 
and  the  public  treasuiy  is  the  only  and  the  necessary  resort  fwr 
help ;  and  e[q)eciidly  when  any  one  becomes  insane,  the  town  or 
the  State  necessarily  assumes  the  burden.  Moreover,  as  this 
disease,  more  than  others,  is  lasting,  it  would  more  certainly 
exhaust  any  little  gathered  store  of  the  poor,  and  the  power  and 
the  patience  of  friends ;  and  then,  if  the  lunatic  is  not  at  onee 
thrown  upon  the  public,  he  must  ultimately  reach  that  end. 

Niix  Vomica  as  an  Aperient — Among  the  conditions  over  which 
nux  vomica,  and  its  active  principle,  strychnia,  possess  most  useful 
powers,  is  that  of  habitual  constipation,  from  muscular  atony  of 
the  intestinal  tube.  At  the  City  Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the 
Chest,  we  observe  that  Dr.  Peacock  and  Dr.  Andrew  Clark  are 
both  in  the  habit  of  frequently  resorting  to  it  for  this  purpose. 
It  is  gjenerally  given  in  combination  with  the  compound  rhubarb 
pill,  and  in  doses  of  the  extract,  of  from  a  sixth  to  half  a  grain. 
Of  itself  it  can,  perhaps,  scarcely  be  deemed  an  aperient*^ — that  is. 
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it  does  not  so  much  excite  peristaltic  action,  as  supply  tone  to  the 
weakened  mnscnlar  coat,  by  which  it  is  enabled  to  respond 
eflSciently  to  other  irritants.  Hence  the  need  for  combination  with 
rhubarb,  aloes,  or  some  similar  drug.  Dr.  Peacock  mentioned  to 
us  a  case  under  his  care,  in  St.  Thomas'  Hospital,  in  which  a  man 
of  feeble  intellect,  and  torpid  nervous  system  generally,  had 
derived  great  benefit  from  its  employment.  At  first,  the  bowels 
were  obstinately  costive,  and  lavements  produced  no  action ;  but 
since  the  use  of  thenux  vomica  (twice  daily,  gr.  ss.)  they  have  so 
far  increased  in  power  and  susceptibility,  that  simple  injections  are 
quite  sufficient,  and  procure  all  the  action  that  is  necessary. — 
London  Medical  Times  and  Gazette. 

The  Use  of  Chloroform  in  Ijliriburgh, — Professor  Simpson 
states,  that  during  the  last  six  or  seven  years,  few  operations  have 
been  performed  in  Edinburgh,  either  in  hospital  or  private  prac- 
tice, without  the  patient  being  previously  anaesthetised  with 
chloroform.  During  that  period,  one  death  has  occurred  in  the 
city,  among  the  many  thousands  who  have  been  subjected  to  the 
use  of  chloroform.  But  during  the  same  six  or  seven  years, 
among  the  comparatively  few  operated  upon  there  without  chlo- 
roform, three  or  four  deaths  have  taken  place,  either  during  or 
immediately  after  the  surgical  operation.  This  statement,  from 
such  a  source,  is  of  great  value. — Medical  Times, ' 

Glycerine  Internally. — Several  reports  have  been  made  of  the 
successful  substitution  of  glycerine  for  cod-liver  oil,  the  most 
circumstantial  of  which  is  that  by  Dr.  Crawcour,  in  the  New 
Orleans  Medical  News.  He  has  used  it  in  phthisis,  scrofula  and 
mesenteric  disease  in  children;  and  sometimes  in  combination 
with  iodine  and  the  various  salts  of  iron.  Quinine  is  soluble  in 
it  without  the  aid  of  an  acid,  and  he  considers  it  valuable  as  a 
solvent  of  phosphorus.  The  dose  of  glycerine  is  one  to  three 
drachms,  three  times  a  day,  in  an  ounce  of  water.  In  larger 
doses  it  causes  nausea.  It  is  important  to  use  a  pure  article. 
Much  of  it  contains  lead,  from  the  manner  in  which  it  is  prepared, 
but  it  can  be  made  chemically  pure,  and  at  a  cheap  rate,  by 
decomposing  lead  or  oil  with  hydrate  of  lime. — New  Hampshire 
Journal  of  Medicine. 

New  Tonic. — A  Yankee  doctor  has  contrived  to  extract  from 
sausages  a  powerful  tonic,  which  he  says  contains  the  whole 
strength  of  the  original  hark;  he  calls  it  the  "Sulphate  of 
Canine ! "  He  anticipates  a  great  popularity  for  it  in  New  York 
city. —  Worcester  Transcript 
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OBIGINAL    COMMUNICATIONS. 


Art.  I. — Ciwe  of  Tumor  vres^ing  on  ike  Oerebellum.    By  Ben  J. 
Stanton,  M.  D.,  of  Salem,  Ohio. 

P S ,  unmarried  man,  aged  about  46,  medium  height 


and  rotundity ;  well  developed  head — saddler  by  trade — temperate, 
not  addicted  to  any  particular  vicious  habit;  complained  some 
six  or  seven  years  since,  of  a  vertiginous  sensation  and  pain  in 
the  posterior  part  of  the  head,  which  occasioned  much  discomfort, 
though  it  did  not  at  that  time  disqualify  him  entirely  from 
business ;  appetite  and  health  in  other  respects,  good. 

After  trying  Tarions  remedies,  finding  his  disease  stiU  increa*. 
ing,  he  forsook  his  shop  and  betook  himself  to  out-door  employ- 
ment.  He  engaged  in  trade,  and  went  down  the  Ohio  river  with 
a  load  of  produce.  He  returned  with  his  health  much  impaired ; 
his  vertigo  had  so  much  increased  as  to  render  him  liable  to  fall 
as  he  walked  the  streets.  After  the  use  of  mercury,  setons,  iron,  and 
vegetable  tonics,  his  health  somewhat  improved,  and  he  went  about 
three  years  since  to  California  with  a  hope  of  farther  improvement 
by  the  voyage.  During  the  voyage  he  was  better,  but  after  landing 
his  vertigo  increased  to  such  an  extent  fia  to  entirely  disqualify 
him  for  any  kind  of  business,  and  he  returned  home  after  mk 
VOL.  I — ^No.  nn — 10. 
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absence  of  aboat  eighteen  months.  At  the  time  of  his  retnm, 
his  power  of  progressive  motion  was  such  as  to  cause  strangers 
who  observed  his  walking  to  suppose  he  was  deeply  intoxicatecL 
He  still  suffered  much  with  pain  in  the  region  of  the  cerebellnm, 
especially  in  the  latter  part  of  the  night  and  in  the  morning 
before  breakfast.  The  power  of  using  his  upper  extremities  was 
unimpaired. 

Mercury,  iron,  quinine,  strychnia,  blisters,  setons,  cold  and 
warm  baths  had  been  used  with  little  benefit  Some  monihs 
since,  he  complained  of  pain  in  the  region  of  the  pharynx,  ac- 
companied with  difficulty  of  deglutition.  The  right  side  of  his 
&ce  became  paralyzed  so  that  he  had  difficulty  in  retaining  food 
in  his  mouth  during  mastication.  There  was  deafness  of  the 
right  ear,  and  occasional  paroxysms  of  dyspnoea.  The  morning 
paroxysms  of  pain  were  sometimes  attended  with  slight  epileptic 
convulsions. 

After  breakfast,  ho  usually  walked  down  town,  but  frequently 
had  to  steady  himself  by  surrounding  objects,  or  to  ti^e  the 
middle  of  the  street  to  avoid  a  narrow  or  uneven  side-walL  SQs 
appetite  for  food  was  good,  or  rather  morbidly  craving,  until  the 
day  of  his  death,  which  took  place  suddenly,  on  the  morning  of 
the  29th  of  November,  1855. 

EramiiMtion  iwenty^iix  hour9  afier  d[ea^A.-*-£xtemal  appear- 
ances normal ;  a  well  developed  brain ;  the  vessek  of  the  mem- 
branes somewhat  engorged  with  blood ;  substance  of  the  cerebrum 
exhibiting  no  signs  of  disease.  The  cerebrum  and  medulla  oblon- 
gata wore  removed,  leaving  the  cerebellum  in  place ;  this  laid 
bare  part  of  the  surface  of  a  tumor  about  the  size  of  a  large 
hen's  egg,  attached  to  the  duramater  on  the  posterior  fiace  of  the 
petrou3  portion  of  the  right  temporal  bone,  near  the  meatus 
auditorium  mtemus.  It  weighed  after  having  its  fluid  partly 
absorbed  by  a  cloth,  ten  draohms  apothecaries'  weight.  It  was 
covered  with  a  cyst,  apparently  derived  from  the  duramater. 
Its  iutemal  appearance  somewhat  resembled  the  medullary  pari 
of  the  brain,  but  it  was  firmer,  and  easily  distinguished  from 
it  by  a  more  yellow  color.  There  was  no  pus,  nor  effusion  of 
blood,  nor  signs  of  acute  inflammation  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
tumor. 
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The  tmnor  laj  mainly  under  the  right  lobe  of  the  cer^l)eilnm, 
its  internal  end  touching  the  mednlla  oblongata.  The  onder 
surface  of  the  right  lobe  of  the  cerebellam  had  been  absorbed 
before  it,  until  about  two-fifths  or  near  one  half  of  that  lobe 
was  destroyed.  The  medulla  oblongata  showed  no  signs  of 
absorption. 

The  optic  nerre  was  observed  to  have  its  normal  appearance, 
but  the  other  nerves  of  that  side,  in  the  hasty  examination 
escaped  that  minute  inspection  which  they  ought  to  have  had. 
The  position  of  the  tumor,  however,  was  such  that  the  more  im* 
portant  nerves  of  that  side  could  hardly  escape  compression  or 
derangement  from  its  presence.  Hence,  I  apprehend,  arose  the 
difficulty  of  deglutition,  dullness  of  hearing,  paralysis  of  face, 
and  dyspnoea  which  attended  the  latter  stage  of  his  disease. 

The  principal  importance  of  this  case  arises  ftt)m  the  addi- 
tional evidence  which  it  affords,  of  the  cerebellum  being  an 
organ  whose  principal  function  is  that  of  co-ordinating  the  volun- 
tary movements,  at  least  so  far  as  regards  progressive  motion. 

With  regard  to  sexual  instinct,  I  believe  there  is  sufficient 
evidence  for  the  conclusion,  that  the  subject  of  these  observations 
did  not  differ  from  the  mass  of  other  men.  His  mental  powers 
which  were  naturally  good,  remained  unimpaired,  or  but  slightly 
impaired  to  the  last  of  his  existence. 


Asx.  IL — J)i8eases  at  the  clo%e  of  1855,  omd  of  the  First  and 
Second  Mmihs,  1856,  at  Richmond,  Wayne  Oo,y  Ind.  By 
Jno.  T.  Plummbr,  M.  D. 

Afcsb  I  closed  my  report,  (page  5,  of  the  present  volume  of 
tibe  Observer,)  a  case  of  remittent  fever,  in  a  consumptively  dis- 
posed patient  under  my  care,  proved  fb,tal.  She  had  lingered  for 
several  weeks,  with  little  change  in  her  symptoms,  till  within  a 
week  of  her  death.  At  that  time  there  was  an  unlooked-for  and 
very  copious  hemorrhage  from  the  bowels.  Some  abdominal  pain, 
that  a  little  before  she  had  complained  of,  now  ceased ;  and  the 
next  day  she  said  she  was  perfectly  easy,  and  was  getting  better. 
Her  pulse,  however,  did  not  speak  the  same  language ;  its  very 
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frequent,  slender,  and  feeble  strokes,  silently  indicated  the 
approaching  issue.     Delirium  preceded  death. 

She  had  had  no  pam  in  the  abdomen,  even  on  pressure,  except 
as  already  mentioned. 

On  the  18th  of  the  11th  month,  the  mercury  stood  at  34^,  at 
9J  o'clock,  A.  M.     On  the  22d  at  24°,  at  7  o'clock,  A.  M. 

On  the  22d  of  the  12th  month,  a  very  sudden  change  took 
place  in  the  temperature  of  the  air.  Our  streets  were  muddy  in 
the  morning,  and  frozen  solid  in  the  afternoon,  the  thermometer 
indicating  12°  !  At  7  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  the  26th,  a  few  inches 
of  snow  covered  the  ground,  and  the  mercury  stood  11°  below 
zero. 

Up  to  the  4th  of  the  1st  month,  1856,  the  mercury  continued 
to  play  a  little  above  and  below  zero  ;  but  on  the  morning  of  the 
4th,  at  7  o'clock,  it  stood  at  14°  below  zero.  About  this  time, 
a  few  cases  of  varicella  appeared.  The  weather  continued  *Very 
cold  till  the  8th,  when  I  noted  in  the  morning  6°  below  zero,  0° 
at  noon,  5°  below  zero  at  5  o'clock,  p.  M.,  and  14°  below  zero  at 
9  o'clock,  p.  M.  On  the  9th  the  mercury  was  at  27°  below  zero, 
at  6  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  12°  below  at  1 0  o'dock,  A.  M.  On  the  10th 
it  stood  at  28°  below  zero !  This  is  the  greatest  degree  of  cold 
yet  known  to  our  records  here.  In  this  month,  on  the  very  day 
(10th)  in  1848,  at  the  same  hour,  (6  o'clock,  A.  M.,)  occurred  tho 
greatest  degree  of  cold  then  known  to  us,  viz :  21°  below  zero. 

On  the  11th  of  the  present  month,  the  thermometer  indicated 
11°  below  zero,  at  7  o'clock,  A.  M.  After  this  date  the  weather 
moderated — if  the  mercury  playing  between  zero  and  bare 
freezing,  be  moderation. 

So  sudden  a  change  as  took  place  on  the  22d  of  last  month, 
and  so  protracted,  intense  cold  as  followed,  is  worthy  of  a  record, 
for  future  reference.  And  at  present  it  is  proper  to  say,  that  up 
to  this  time,  (12th  month,  Slst),  no  bronchial,  or  other  catarrhal 
affections  have  followed.  A  few  cases  of  intermittent  fever,  after 
the  weather  moderated,  constituted  the  chief  disease.  Several 
cases  of  paralysis,  however,  have  occurred  this  winter ;  and  two 
of  them,  under  my  care  in  this  month,  deserve  more  than  a  pass- 
ing notice. 

All  of  these  paralytic  attacks  took  place  in  females.    One  of 
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&e  two  cases  alluded  to,  was  that  of  a  woman  of  about  seventy 
years  of  age.  Her  appetite  and  health  had  been  unusually  good 
up  to  the  time  of  the  attack,  when,  she  says,  she  fell  upon  the 
floor,  in  a  kind  of  apoplectic  fit.  But  the  family  found  her  sit- 
ting in  a  chair.  I  was  immedialely  sent  for,  and  found  her  upper 
lip,  toward  the  right  angle  of  the  mouth,  elevated  into  an  arch ; 
her  tongue  swollen,  and  heavily  coated  all  ovelr  to  the  edges  and 
tip,  with  a  white,  slimy  fur ;  her  appetite  gone ;  her  sight  lost ; 
her  deglutition  difficult ;  the  pulse  and  the  temperature  of  the 
skin  natural ;  her  articulation  indistinct,  but  intelligible ;  her 
taste,  and  smell,  and  intellect,  but  little,  if  at  all  impaired ;  her 
hearing  excellent.  She  could  readily  protrude  her  tongue,  which, 
during  the  effort,  curved  to  the  left.     Her  thirst  was  increased. 

This  was  a  well  marked  case  of  partial  paralysis ;  no  other 
parts  of  the  body  than  those  named  being  affected. 

She  succeeded  in  swallowing  three  compound  cathartic  pills, 
(pil.  cath.  comp.  of  XJ.  S.  Phar.)  which  operated  thoroughly. 
The  amaurotic  condition  passed  off  in  a  few  hours,  (say  5  or  6), 
from  the  accession  of  the  disease.  A  cantharides  plaster  was 
applied,  the  same  day,  to  the  nape  of  the  neck.  An  effectual 
vesication  followed,  and  to  this  succeeded  a  steady  improvement 
in  her  paralytic  condition.  In  a  few  days  her  utterance  was  clear, 
the  line  of  her  mouth  straight,  her  tongue  diminished  in  size,  and 
was  nearly  straight  when  projected ;  but  the  slimy,  white  coat, 
and  the  anorexia,  continued  till  the  end  of  the  first  week. 

I  omitted  to  mention,  in  its  proper  place,  that  after  the  vesica- 
tion I  applied  electricity  to  the  paralyzed  parts  by  means  of  one 
of  Davis  and  Kidder's  magneto-electric  machines.  I  ought  also 
to  have  named  among  the  first  day's  symptoms,  a  throbbing  pain 
in  the  head ;  a  transient  numbness  of  the  legs ;  a  continued 
accumulation  of  saliva  and  mucus  in  the  mouth  and  throat ;  a 
swelling  of  the  roof  of  the  mouth,  and  a  soreness  of  the  tongue, 
or  burning  sensation  over  it.  Of  both  the  last  symptoms  she 
often  complained.  Of  the  soreness  of  the  tongue  she  stiU  com- 
plains. An  occasional  cough,  which  she  has  had  from  the  begin- 
ning, ought  also  to  be  named,  as  well  as  a  speedy  forgetfulness 
of  events. 

At  the  dose  of  the  first  week  of  her  illness,  the  condition  of 
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tbe  moaiih  and  tongiie,  in  eyery  respect,  was  mneh  improved. 
Lotions  of  dilorate  (£  potash,  and  of  snlphate  of  zinc,  Iiad  been 
nsed  for  the  soreness  and  burning  in  the  month. 

After  the  improvement  in  her  paralytic  condition,  dnring  the 
first  week,  she  became  exceedingly  irritable,  and  very  difficnli  to 
please.  But  that  symptinn  abated  gradually,  and  little  remains 
to  be  done,  but  to  wait  upon  the  strengthening  results  of  an 
improving  appetite ;  an  appetite  induced,  in  part,  by  the  nse  of 
acidulated  vegetable  tonics. 

On  the  28d  and  24th  the  mercury  stood  at  6^  below  zero,  at 
6  o^clock,  A.  M.  Snow  fell  to  the  depth  of  5  inches,  on  the  27th, 
and  night  previous,  and  catarrhal  affections  began  to  show  them- 
selves about  this  time ;  but  up  to  the  dose  of  the  month  there 
were  but  comparatively  few  cases.  The  snow  continued  on  the 
ground  to  the  end  of  the  montL  Besides  a  few  cases  of  whitlow, 
and  the  diseases  already  named,  the  month  has  been  a  healthy 
one,  and  very  cold. 

The  second  case  of  paralysis  alluded  to,  I  will,  perhaps,  report 
s^mrately,  at  a  future  time.  I  mil  add,  that  the  only  male 
patient  affected  with  paralysis,  (paraplegia),  who  has  come  under 
my  care  this  month,  lives  near  a  neighboring  town,  about  14 
miles  distant.  I  merely  prescribed  for  him  without  seeing  lum, 
and  am  not  able  to  say  how  his  ease  stands  at  present. 

Is  there  an  increase  of  paralytic  cases  in  other  parts  of  the 
country  ? 

Some  of  the  coldest  days  of  the  winter  of  1855-6,  occurred  in 
the  first  week  of  the  Second  monili.  On  the  3d  of  this  month 
the  mercury  stood  at  20°  below  zero,  at  6  o^dock,  and  at  16^,  at 
8  o'clock,  A.  M.  Two  miles  north  of  town  a  thermometer  indi* 
cated  26°,  on  the  same  morning.  The  air  was  dear  and  calm. 
On  the  4th,  for  several  hours  in  the  morning,  with  a  brisk  south* 
west  wind,  the  mercury  stood  at  28°  below  zero !  This  is  exactly 
the  greatest  degree  of  cold  of  last  month.  The  sky  was  doud* 
less  thoroughout  the  day,  as  it  was  also  on  the  6th,  when  the 
mercury  was  at  21°  below  zero. 

A  few  inches  of  snow  fell  on  the  5th,  and  on  that  day  and  the 
6th,  the  mercury  ranged  from  20°  to  24°,  and  on  the  7th,  a 
degree  of  humidity  was  perceptible  in  the  air.     The  mercury 
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falling  to  7^  beloir  aero  on  ihe  next  morning,  {8th)  precipitated 
the  moktiire  of  the  atmosphere,  so  as  to  create  quite  a  haziness 
in  the  air,  and  the  whole  sky  was  overcast.  The  mercury  fell  to 
10^  below  JEero  on  the  next  day,  and  yet  the  wind  was  from  the 

The  morning  of  the  10th  was  33^  warmer  than  the  preceding 
morning — the  mercury  being  at  23^ ;  at  mid-day  66^  This 
temperature,  of  course,  occasioned  a  general  thawing,  but  nob 
disappearance  of  the  snow,  which  had  remained  for  forty-nine  days 
on  the  ground.  The  wind  played  the  vane  between  south  and 
south-west,  all  day.  I  found  the  dew-point  to  be  38^,  at  2  o'clock 
p.  M.,  and  36^  at  3  o'clock,  when  the  temperature  of  the  air  was  46^. 

With  this  meteorological  condition  of  the  air,  thus  far  in  the 
month,  what  diseases  existed  ?  I  might  almost  say,  not  any ; 
for,  besides  a  few  cases  of  coryza,  and  other  light  catarrhal  symp- 
toms, noticeable  in  large  assemblies  of  people,  there  was  scarcely 
any  complaint.  These  catarrhal  cases  began  some  days  bifore 
the  thaw, 

11th,  38"^,  A.  M.  Wind  still  south  of  south-wesi  The  vapor 
which  rose  yesterday,  came  back  to-day,  in  the  form  of  snow  and 
light  rain.  At  noon  the  temperature  of  the  air  and  the  dew 
point  were  the  same — that  is,  36^.. 

12th.  14^,  A.  M.  At  8  o'clock  in  the  morning  there  was  as 
magnificent  a  halo  as  I  ever  saw.  The  moon  was  bright  and 
gibbous,  and  the  stars  visible,  inside  and  without  the  circle.  At 
half  past  8  o'clock  the  halo  had  contracted  to  an  areola  of  a  few 
degrees  in  diameter,  and  soon  after  the  sky  was  overcast. 

13th,  4°,  A.  M.  14th,  4®  below  zero.  Wind  north  and  north- 
east nearly  all  day  on  the  13th.  To  the  18th  the  mercury  ranged 
from  near  zero  to  freezing,  since  the  14th,  and  there  were  one  or 
two  days  in  which  the  snow  thawed  in  the  sun.  And  up  to  this 
time  there  has  been  more  or  less  snow  every  day  since  the  halo. 
There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  catarrhal  cases. 

The  morning  of  the  19  th  drove  the  mercury  to  4®  below  zero. 

About  the  middle  of  the  month  the  first  case  of  ulcerated  throat 
appeared  in  my  practice.  I  was  called  to  another  case,  a  day  or 
two  afterward.  The  first  was  that  of  a  boy  of  18  years  of  age  ; 
the  second,  that  of  a  female  of  about  the  same  age.     The  onset 
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of  the  attack,  in  both  cases,  was  with  great  nervous  agitation, 
headache,  pain  in  the  limbs,  general  soreness,  nansea  and  vomit- 
ing— in  one  of  yellow  or  green  mucous,  in  the  other  of  frothy 
mucus  without  color.  Their  tongues  slightly  coated,  and  pulses 
130  and  feeble ;  their  breath  intolerably  offensive.  The  tonsils 
red,  swollen,  and  mottled  with  ash-colored,  ragged  scabs.  Cathar- 
tics of  calomel,  10  grs.,  rhubarb,  5  gra.,  and  ipecaa,  1  gr.,  with 
the  frequent  use  of  a  gargle  of  very  diluted  hydrochloric  acid, 
constituted  the  incipient  and  principal  treatment.  Other  cases 
soon  afterward  occurred  in  younger  children — one  of  whom,  soon 
after  the  accession  of  the  disease,  was  attacked  with  epileptic  fits. 
All  the  patients  recovered.  In  every  case  there  was  a  trouble- 
some cough  present. 

20th,  42°,  early  p.  M.;  dew  point,  38°.  22d,  39°,  A.  M.;  dew 
point,  35°. 

From  the  22d  to  the  dose  of  the  month,  the  weather  was 
variable— snowing  thawing,  spring-like,  and  snowing  again. 
The  winds,  too,  varied  in  their  direction  and  strength.  A  gentle 
rain  fell  nearly  all  night  on  the  22d ;  the  dew  point  and  atmos- 
pheric temperature  next  day  was  40°.  Two  or  three  cases  of 
croup  occurred  during  the  preceding  night,  and  several  cases  of 
the  same  kind  succeeded  them,  before  the  month  ended.  Bron- 
chitis, (more  or  less  complicated,  in  some  cases),  became  more 
£requent,  especially  among  children. 

I  met  with  no  fatal  cases  of  any  of  these  diseases.  Calomel, 
cupping,  tart,  antimony,  and  other  expectorants  or  sedatives,  were 
the  chief  remedial  means  used. 

One  or  two  of  the  cases  of  croup  were  complicated  with  ulcerated 
tonsils,  etc.,  giving  rise  to  an  offensive  breath,  and  heavily-coated 
tongue — ^but  no  dysphagia. 

A  case  of  eczema  capitis,  spread  over  the  whole  scalp,  and 
mottling  the  cheeks,  temples,  ears,  and  forehead,  was  prompUy 
cured  by  the  application,  simultaneously,  to  all  the  part«  affected, 
of  the  following  ointment : 

ft        Hydrargyri  oxid.  rubri,  grs-v. 
Adipis,  3j. 
Terebinth  Yei^tiJ^  3j.    Misce. 
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Tlie  Venice  iarpentine  employedy  was  probably  the  factitious 
preparation  aniversally  substituted  for  the  oleo-resin  of  the  pinus 
larix.  At  the  time  of  the  application  of  this  ointment,  the  patient, 
a  suckling,  was  affected  with  bronchitis,  for  which  it  first  came 
under  my  treatment.  I  had  less  hesitancy  in  using  the  ointment^ 
under  these  circumstances,  in  consequence  of  the  child  having 
had  a  diarrhea  of  some  weeks  duration,  which  I  allowed  to  con- 
tinue during  the  six  or  eight  days'  treatment  for  the  eczema. 
The  diarrhea  was  afterward  readily  arrested. 

A  few  of  the  fall  cases  of  intermittent  fever  were  revived 
several  times  during  the  colder  periods  of  this  and  last  month, 
and  perseveringly  treated  with  nitric  add,  in  varying  doses,  at 
long  and  short  intervals,  but  without  any  perceptible  advantage. 
The  patients  had  a  disrelish  to  quinine,  and  desired  a  thorough 
trial  of  this  acid.  These  cases  were  all  cured  by  the  subjoined 
prescription : 

Vi        Quinise  sulphatis,  grs.x. 

Liq.  potas.  arsenitis,  min.c. 
Acidi  sulphurici,  gtt.x. 

Kve  to  ten  drops  were  given  every  2  or  3  hours.  The  insoluble 
arsenito  of  quinine,  which  is  first  formed,  is  instantly  rendered 
soluble  by  the  excess  of  acid.  Acetic  acid  will  dissolve  the  preci- 
pitate, also,  very  readily. 

Another  case  which  had  continued  through  the  winter  and  fall 
under  every  treatment  employed,  leaving  the  patient  very  feeble, 
pallid,  and  thin,  was  cured,  apparently,  by  a  solution  of  per-sul- 
phate  of  iron,  containing,  also,  more  or  less  nitrate  of  the  same 
metal. 

The  formula  for  this  ferruginous  preparation  is : 

Vf        Ferri  sulphatis,  Siiss. 
Acidi  nitrici,  giij. 
Aquse  destillatae,  Sxss. 

Bub  together  the  acid  and  salt  for  10  or  20  minutes,  avoiding 
ihe  poisonous  fumes  of  binoxide  of  nitrogen,  or  rather  the  nitrous 
add  formed  in  the  air  by  the  escaping  gas. 
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I  have  long  used  this  chalybeate  preparation,  in  certain  cases 
of  leucorrhea,  diarrhea,  torpor  of  the  liver  during  oonvalesoence, 
morbid  intestinal  secretions,  etc.  As  the  solntion  can  be  kept  an 
indefinite  length  of  time,  and  is  fi  medicine  very  acceptable  to 
most  patients — indeed,  I  know  of  no  exception — ^I  hare  long 
dassed  it  among  the  standard  remedies  of  my  practice. 


»♦  »  • » 


Abt.  m. — Clergymen  and  Physicians.    By  Theophilus  Paevin, 
M.  D.,  of  Indianopolis,  Indiana. 

The  article  with  this  title  by  an  esteemed  member  of  our  pro- 
fession.  Dr.  J.  T.  Flummer,  of  Eichmond,  in  the  last  number  of 
the  Observer,  by  no  means  exhausts  the  question  discussed,  nor 
does  it,  in  my  mind  at  least,  produce  conviction  of  the  justice  of 
the  side  advocated  by  him. 

Ought  physicians  as  a  rule,  subject  to  exceptions  of  course,  to 
render  gratuitous  service  to  clergymen? 

Assuming  the  fact  of  a  revelation  by  GU)d  to  man  in  the  Bible — 
vastly  importcmt  to  him  here  and  hereafter,  and  the  necessity  of 
that  revelation  being  expounded,  its  truths  enforced  and  principles 
inculcated  regularly  by  educated  christian  men,  premises  that  we 
believe  the  great  majority  will  concede — ^we  unhesitatingly  answer 
the  question  in  the  affirmative.  Gratuitous  medical  services  are, 
in  some  degree,  a  voluntary  tribute  to  the  worth  and  importance 
of  the  mission  of  ministers.  But  we  do  not  rest  our  decision  on 
this  ground  mainly. 

In  opposition  to  Dr.  Plummer,  the  writer  most  certainly  be- 
lieves that  there  are  ''  closer  relationship,  more  natural  ties,  more 
proper  civil  attraction  or  attachment "  between  physicians  and 
clergymen,  than  between  the  physician  and  any  other  class  of 
men.  Both  are,  or  ought  to  be,  completely  educated  men  alike 
in  literature  and  science ;  men  of  warm  sympathies  and  of  noble 
humanity ;  they  meet  at  the  bed  of  the  sick  and  dying ;  each 
knows  the  frailty  of  human  life  and  the  uncertainty  of  human 
bopea,  and  none  are  so  associated  together  in  the  minds  of  thd 
family,  none  so  precious  to  their  hearts  as  the  spiritual  and  the 
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medieal  advisers  are :  where  fitted  in  head  and  heart  for  their 
respective  oallingSy  they  often  can  and  do  assist  each  other,  and 
there  will  he  hoth  intellectual  and  social  oommnnion  hetween 
them  such  as  does  not  exist  on  the  part  of  either,  with  any  other 
ontside  of  their  respective  professions. 

"  Are  clergymen  a  privileged  dass  among  us,  that  they  should 
exact  gratuities  from  any?  Are  they  themselves  willing  to 
labor  in  their  vocation  without  the  hope  of  reward  ? '' 

In  reply,  let  me  say  thai  clergymen  do  not ''  exact  gratuities'' 
from  us;  we  give  them  our  advice  and  services  voluntarily— they 
are  not  claimed  by  them  so  much  as  a  rights  as  bestowed  on  our 
part  from  a  generosity  and  nobleness  which  I  trust  will  ever  live 
among  us.  As  to  clergymen  being  unwilling  to  labor  without  a 
reward,  I  would  say  that  a  worse  remunerated  class  of  men,  lio 
£ar  as  dollars  and  cents  are  concerned,  does  not  exist  in  our  land» 
when  we  consider  the  amount  of  time  and  means  invested  in  their 
preparation  for  their  calling.  For  one  who  may  be  in  the  recep- 
tion of  "  his  thousands  for  his  labor  and  faring  sumptuously 
every  day,''  there  are  twenty  who  do  not  receive  five  hundred ;  and 
surely,  my  respectedfriend  has  not  seen  the  interior  of  many  min- 
isters' houses  when  he  writes  of  **  faring  mmptaously  every  day." 

Let  me  give  a  fact  or  two  in  reference  to  dei^ymen's  salaries: 
The  largest  salary,  probably,  paid  in  this  State  to  any  minister, 
certainly  the  largest  paid  to  any  Presbyterian  minister,  is  fifteen 
hundred  dollars,  and  this  sum  was  given  to  the  Bev.  John  A. 
McClung  of  this  city ;  at  the  bar  Mr.  McClung's  income  would 
have  been  five  times  that  amount  The  average  of  the  salaries 
of  Presbyterian  clergymen,  the  State  over,  is  scarcely  four  hun* 
dred  dollars,  and  this  is  a  very  liberal  estimate.  The  same 
amount  of  education,  energy  and  industry,  invested  in  any  other 
calling,  would  produce  an  average  income  at  least  triple  in 
amount.  Facts  derived  from  other  religious  denominations  would 
lead  us  to  similar  conclusions. 

A  clergyman,  even  with  such  a  meagre  pittance,  has  claims 
upon  his  hospitality  and  benevolence  such  as  other  men  have  not ; 
his  house  is  head-quarters  for  traveling  ministers,  and  agents  of 
various  descriptions,  and  his  name  must  head  all  subscription 
papers  for  the  poor  and  every  other  charity. 
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Moreover,  he  muBt  expend  a  oonsiderable  portion  6t  his  inoome 
in  replenishing  his  library,  and  in  procuring  scientific,  literary, 
and  theological  jonmals,  if  he  woold  keep  abreast  of  the  popnlar 
knowledge  of  the  day  and  know  what  phases  public  opinion  is 
taking,  and  how  best,  in  the  pulpit  and  in  social  intercourse,  to 
combat  the  errors  of  the  times,  and  most  effectually  to  influence 
the  minds  and  hearts  of  men.  How  all  these  demands  are  to  be 
met,  and  a  wife,  with  progeny  sometimes  as  numerous  as  poor 
Mrs.  John  Boger8\  to  be  supported,  children  clothed  and  educated, 
and  doctor's  bills  paid,  with  four  hundred  dollars  a  year,  especially 
when  from  the  nature  of  the  minister's  avocation,  if  fedthful  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duties,  he  is  excluded  from  common  sources 
of  emolument,  is  a  problem  I  can  not  solve.  I  know  full  well  that 
there  are  hundreds  of  ministers  who,  from  the  day  of  their  first 
settlement  until  the  day  of  their  death,  are  engaged  in  a  ceaseless 
struggle  to  "  keep  the  wolf  from  the  door/' 

For  one,  then,  I  protest  against  a  disturbance  of  the  custom 
which  has  existed  in  this  matter  from  time  inunemoriaL  Let  us 
not  compel  clergy  who  may  have  our  advice  and  attentions,  to 
^*  confess  "  poverty,  or  else  cause  them  to  hamper  their  usefulness 
and  make  their  families  suffer,  to  settle  our  bills.  The  presump- 
tion ought  always  to  be,  unless  facts  of  the  opposite  are  decidedly 
i^parent,  a  preacher  can  not  well  pay  a  bill  formedkal  services ; 
no  bill  should  be  presented,  no  fee  should  be  accepted  from  him 
unless  we  know  that  he  is  quite  able  to  give  that  fee. 

Every  clergymen  whom  the  writer  knows,  who  receives  a  liberal 
income,  pays  his  physician.  This,  I  believe,  will  be  found  to  be 
the  case  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten.  And  even  if  we  render  hun- 
dreds of  dollars  in  gratuitous  professional  services  to  ministers, 
I  must  believe  that  under  the  Divine  economy,  we  will  lose 
nothing  ultimately. 


Art.  IV. — False  Aneurism.    By  C.  V.  W.  Burton,  M.  D.,  of 
Lansingburgh,  New  York. 

A  CASE  of  surgery  occurring  in  my  practice  the  past  week, 
may  not  be  uninteresting  to  some  of  your  readers,  as  it  is  one 
about  which  much  has  been  said  and  written  of  late,  and  for 
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which  a  great  variety  of  treatment  has  heen  snggested,  in  order 
to  avoid  tying  the  artery  in  the  arm  or  forearm. 

The  case  alluded  to  was  a  wound  of  the  palmar  arch,  and  as 
this  is  hy  reference  to  my  note-hook  the  fifth  case,  besides  one  of 
the  plantar  arch,  which  has  been  successfully  treated  by  very 
simple  means,  I  think  I  may  safely  recommend  it  to  others  as 
being  both  judicious  and  efficient.  A  simple  narrative  of  the  last 
case  will  be  sufficient  for  all  practical  purposes,  as  there  was  but 
little  or  no  variation  in  them,  except  that  in  the  other  cases  I  was 
called  at  the  time  of  the  injury. 

The  patient,  a  young  man  of  16,  presented  himself  at  my 
office  on  the  3rd  inst.,  with  a  false  aneurism  in  the  palm  of  the 
left  hand.  The  history  he  gave  of  his  case,  was  that  a  week 
before  while  dividing  an  apple  with  his  pen-knife,  he  used  so  much 
force  as  to  drive  the  blade  into  his  hand,  completely  dividing  the 
arch ;  it  bled  profusely,  the  jet  striking  the  ceiling  of  the  room 
he  occupied ;  the  parts  were  brought  together  and  a  bandage  ap- 
plied tightly  around  the  hand  by  his  father ;  union  of  the  integ- 
uments soon  took  place,  but  not  so  of  the  deeper  parts  in  which 
the  artery  was  imbedded.  The  consequence  was  the  false 
aneurism  alluded  to.  On  making  a  free  incision  through  the  skin, 
the  arterial  blood  flowed  freely.  I  then  introduced  a  piece  of 
sponge  saturated  with  creosote,  sufficient  to  fill  the  opening ;  ap- 
plied a  compress  and  bandage,  and  directed  the  patient  to  call  on 
the  second  day.  He  came  according  to  direction,  when  I  removed 
the  sponge,  brought  the  parts  in  apposition,  re-applied  the  com- 
press and  bandage.  No  farther  treatment  was  required  than 
to  adjust  the  dressing  from  time  to  time.  To-day,  the  18th,  the 
wound  is  healed,  scarcely  any  trace  of  which  exists,  except  the 
loosened  cuticle  in  the  palm  of  the  hand. 

Lansingbubgh,  Feb.  18,  1856. 


M  ^#»  » 


Art.  V. — Qa9e  resulting  from  the  Bite  of  a  Horse  affected  witli 
Glanders.    By  T.  L.  Neal,  M.  D.,  of  Sidney,  Ohio. 

Geo.  B.,  blacksmith,  age  30,  robust  and  of  good  habits,  was  bit- 
ten April  4th,  1855,  on  the  left  forearm  by  a  horse  diseased  with 
glanders.     The  wound  was  considered  of  little  importance  at  the 
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time,  as  it  did  not  keep  him  from  bnsinesB.  It  began  bowererf 
in  the  coarse  of  a  week  or  ten  days  to  be  painfnl,  swelled  inoon- 
mderably,  and  discharged  an  excoriating  dirtj  pna.  Nothing 
farther  dereloping,  the  wonnd  was  simply  ponltioed,  and  rest  en- 
joined. The  discharging  snrfaoe  of  the  wound  which  was  about 
the  size  of  a  qnarter^iollar  continued  of  nearly  the  same  size 
throughout  the  disease.  It  presented  a  purple  granular  surface, 
an  irregular  margin,  and  prored  to  be  remarkably  indolent,  for 
at  no  time  did  it  show  any  signs  of  healing.  There  did  not  ap- 
pear to  be  much  constitutional  disturbance  until  about  the  first 
of  June,  when  the  peculiar  local  symptoms  first  manifested  them- 
selves. The  nostrils  became  red,  painful,  and  considerably  swol- 
len. The  discharge  which  was  only  moderate  in  quantity,  was  a 
yellow  viscid  mucus.  The  swelling  extended  in  a  slight  degree 
to  both  eyelids. 

These  symptoms  subsided  in  a  few  days,  and  were  never  after- 
wards a  source  of  trouble.  But  concomitant  with  their  appearance 
there  was  general  restlessness,  ccmsiderable  fever,  headache  and 
cough :  and  a  feeling  of  extreme  exhaustion  was  much  complained 
of.  The  immediate  tissues  about  the  wound  began  to  swell  and 
hard^oi  by  infiltration  until  they  acquired  the  size  of  an  orange ; 
at  the  same  time  tumors  of  different  sizes — ^varying  from  a  quiul's 
to  a  goose's  egg — ^made  their  appearance  in  different  parts  of  the 
body.  There  was  not  much  change  in  the  disease  until  about  the 
middle  of  the  following  month,  when  the  fever,  hitherto  of  a 
rather  mild  and  r^ular  type  assumed  an  irregular  paroxysmal 
turn.  The  tumors,  which  were  painless  before,  became  during 
the  exacerbation  of  fever  the  seat  of  violent  pain ;  yet,  what  was 
very  singular,  the  intermissions  which  sometimes  lasted  thirty 
hours,  left  them  entirely  free  from  pain.  The  largert  one  only 
suppurated. 

The  cough,  somewhat  harrassing  at  first,  gradually  disappeared. 
The  appetite,  never  good,  was  at  times  turned  to  loathing ;  consti- 
pation was  a  marked  symptom.  There  was  nothing  observable 
peculiar  in  the  secretion  from  the  kidneys  save  a  scantiness.  The 
skin  was  generally  dry  and  harsh»  although  the  paroxysms  of 
fever  were  towards  the  doee  Mlowed  bycopious  sweats.  A  pecu- 
liar exhalatioii  from  ilM  raiAne  wm  dMorred,  which  I  must  fiul 
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in  describing,  haying  n^yer  met  anything  to  compare  it  with ;  the 
odot  was  rank  and  disagreeable.  The  foregoing  general  condition 
of  things  continued  without  much  variation  until  near  the  termi- 
nation of  the  complaint,  when  ihe  powers  of  life—after  battling 
with  the  malady  for  more  than  six  months^  yielded  to  hectic,  which 
was  superinduced.  This  would  be  a  tedious  article  should  I  air 
tempt  to  giye  the  treatment  in  detail,  and  shaU  content  myself 
by  stating  the  outiines*  The  prolonged  continuance  of  the  case 
gaye  ample  opportunity  for  the  adoption  of  several  plans  of  treat- 
ment, most  of  which  were  sedulously  adhered  to ;  but  unfortunate- 
ly to  no  purpose.  Brisk  purgatives  with  the  occasional  use  of 
emetics  were  at  first  thought  to  be  doing  the  patient  some  good. 
Iodine  and  iodide  of  potassium  were  then  tried.  Strychnia  was 
afterwards  administered  until  its  constitutional  effects  were  pro- 
duced ;  next  the  various  tonics,  some  of  which  were  Fowlers  solu- 
tion, quiniaf  the  mineral  acids,  etc 

At  the  suggestion  of  Prof.  Mussey  the  patient  had  a  fair  trial 
with  the  mur.  ammonia.  In  fact  almost  everything  thought  to 
be  rational,  expectant  and  empirical  had  each  their  turn.  It  may 
be  stated  in  conclusion  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  gi?e  the 
patient  large  doses  of  opiates  to  allay  the  almost  excruciating 
agony  during  the  paroxysms  of  fever. 


Abt.  VL — On  Mineral  Waters.    By  S.  Hanbuby  Smith,  M.  D.^ 
of  Hamilton,  Ohio. 

As  ALRBADY  observed,  the  matters  dissolved  in  mineral  water$i 
consist  of  most  of  those  haloid,  metallic,  akaline  and  earthy  salts 
which  are  daily  prescribed  by  the  physician,  thus : 

Sodium  is  found  as  the  chloride,  iodide  and  bromide,  and  in  the 
sulphate  and  carbonate  of  soda. 

Calcium  as  the  chloride,  and  in  the  carbonate,  sulphate,  phos- 
phate, sub-phosphate,  and  finate  of  lime. 

liilagnenum  as  the  chloride,  and  in  the  sulphate,  nitrate  and 
carbonate  of  magnesia. 

Iron  as  the  carbonate,  sulphate,  and  crenate,  generally  of  the 
protoxide* 
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^^  • 

Ihtamum  as  the  Bnlphate,  carbonate  and  acetate  of  potassa. 

AUuminium  as  the  sulphate,  and  sab-phosphate  of  alumina, 
and  as  ammonia-,  potassa-,  and  soda-alum. 

Manganese  as  the  carbonate,  and  sulphate  of  the  protoxide. 

Zinc  as  the  sulphate. 

Other  mineralizing  ingredients  are  found  so  rarely,  in  such 
small  quantities,  or  are  medicinally  so  indifferent,  that  it  is  not 
worth  while  to  particularize  the  forms  in  which  they  occur. 

The  gcues  found  in  mineral  waters,  and  some  of  which  play  a 
very  important  part  as  therapeutic  agents,  are  carbonic  acid, 
hydro-sulphuric  acid,  nitrogen  and  oxygen. 

It  would  be  entirely  out  of  place  in  these  short  articles,  to 
repeat  that  which  is  to  be  found  in  every  text-book  on  Materia 
Medica,  concerning  the  common  properties  and  moduB  operandi  of 
the  agents,  Just  enumerated.  The  cause  of  the  different,  in 
many  cases  superior  medicinal  effects  produced  by  the  same  agents 
when  employed  as  ''  mineral  waters,"  is  what  concerns  us.  I  think 
the  reflecting  reader  will  be  prepared  to  understand  and  admit, 
that  the  solution  of  the  active  remedies  in  such  large  proportions 
of  water,  hot  or  cold,  is  the  most  important  condition  of  increased 
curative  energy  and  advantageously  modified  action.  The  amount 
of  water  taken  with  almost  any  medicine  materially  affects  its 
operation,  a  circumstance  much  too  little  thought  of  in  daily 
prescription.  To  exert  a  general  or  what  may  be  termed  remote 
action  on  the  system,  every  medicine  must  be  absorbed.  I  should 
indeed,  perhaps,  have  commenced  by  remarking  on  the  extreme 
difficulty  with  which  it  can  even  gain  admission  into  the  body, 
unless  actually  dissolved  by  the  animal  fluids ;  and  it  by  no  means 
fellows  that  it  is  best  to  administer  medicines  by  the  mouth  in  order 
to  ensure  such  true  access  to  the  organism,  though  our  lamentable 
ignorance  of  the  principles  which  should  guide  the  practitioner  in 
lus  choice  of  the  best  modes  of  exhibiting  his  remedies,  has  un- 
doubtedly shut  us  out  from  a  large  portion  of  the  field  in  which 
therapeutic  operations  should  be  carried  on. 
.  Mialhe's  treatise  on  the  art  of  prescribing,  etc.,  has  lifted  a 
corner  of  the  veil,  and  given  us  a  glimpse  of  tempting  unexplored 
regions  for  scientific  research ;  but  the  whole  subject  of  endermic 
medication — the  iatra4eptic  method — sadly  needs  its  Liebig  and 
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Pereira.  Thus  many  a  medicine  applied  to  tbe  skin  seems  inert 
merely  because  we  do  not  know  how,  in  what  shape  or  solution 
best  to  apply  the  remedy.  The  secretion  from  a  blistered  surface, 
for  example,  being  alkaline  and  very  like  that  poured  out  on  the 
surface  of  the  intestines,  a  proper  knowledge  of  the  composition 
and  chemical  reactions  of  any  medicine  will  at  once  decide  whether 
or  not  it  can  be  absorbed  by  the  abraded  skin.  The  digestive 
canal  owes  its  superiority  as  a  locality  from  whence  insoluble 
medicines  may  find  admission  into  the  system,  mainly  to  the  cir- 
cumstance, that  there  are  ^*  acids  in  the  stomach,  alkalies  in  the 
intestines,  and  saline  matters  in  every  part  of  the  canal."  In 
mineral  waters,  every  medicinal  ingredient  is  already  dissolved, 
and  that  in  such  large  quantities  of  the  solvent,  that  it  readily 
finds  its  way  to  every  part  of  the  system,  when  not  debarred  at 
its  very  entrance  by  decomposition ;  these  solutions  are  indeed 
often  more  digestible,  as  it  is  termed,  really  more  rapidly  absorbed, 
than  the  same  amount  of  pure  water ;  a  circumstance  probably  due 
to  their  exciting  vital  energy  and  to  the  influence  of  endosmosis. 

Space  will  not  allow  of  more  than  a  few  suggestive  hints  as  to 
the  therapeutic  action  of  the  chief  ingredients  of  mineral  waters. 

Thus  the  purgative  neutral  salts  which  occur  so  frequently  in 
these  combinations  of  dame  Nature's  prescribing  act  more  gently 
and  yet  more  thoroughly,  with  much  less  perturbation  in  propor- 
tion to  the  effects  produced,  than  equivalent  or  even  larger  doses 
of  Glauber,  Epsom,  or  Eochelle.  Two  ounces  of  Piillna  water 
oontaining  not  more  than  50  grains  of  principally  sulphate  of 
soda,  carbonate  and  muriate  of  magnesia,  and  sulphate  of  potassa, 
will  more  effectually  cleanse  the  whole  intestinal  canal  and  spur 
up  functional  energy,  than  four  times  the  quantity  of  any  of  our 
ordinary  saline  aperients.  And  a  continuous  use  of  the  same  or 
analogous  waters  will  more  thoroughly  arouse  the  liver  and  dis^ 
sipate  abdominal  plethora  and  its  multifarious  evil  consequences, 
than  any  known  drugging,  with  the  advantage  of  inflicting  no 
debilitating  injury  on  the  assimilating,  blood  manufacturing  and 
reparative  powers,  as  is  so  often  done  by  a  too  obstinate  persis- 
tence in  the  use  of  mercurial  and  antimonial  preparations.  All 
acquainted  with  the  practice  of  medicine  in  the  greater  part  of 
Continental  Europe,  will  bear  me  out  in  this  remark ;  I  can  not, 
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however,  refrain  from  here  qnoting  the  evidence  of  a  weU-known 
English  physician  and  author,  Dr.  A.  B.  Granville,  who  describing 
his  own  case,  says :  ''  About  ten  years  ago,  on  passing  through 
the  neighborhood  of  Piillna,  (in  Bohemia,  S.  H.  S.)  heated  by  a 
journey  of  two  thousand  miles,  performed  without  stoppage  by  night 
or  by  day  (no  railroads  then,  S.  H.  S.) ;  and  suffering  from  that 
habitual  state  of  the  body  for  which  I  had,  like  many  more  of 
the  inhabitantfl  of  London,  taken  bushels  of  aperient  pills  in  the 
preceding  years — I  was  induced  on  principle,  to  try  the  effect  of 
the  Bitterwaaser.  The  result  of  that  trial  was,  that  I  recovered 
my  health — conquered  my  habitual  difficulty  of  digestion — ^aban- 
doned all  pills — have  never  taken  any  since — and  find  it  only 
necessary  to  drink  about  two  ounces  of  the  Piillna  water  to 
keep  all  straight."  ^  Another  advantage  of  the  aperient  min- 
eral waters  is  that  their  good  effects  do  not  grow  less  the 
longer  they  are  used,  but  on  the  contrary,  with  the  less  need  to 
repeat  the  dose  so  often,  a  smaller  and  smaller  one  will  often  suffice. 
In  some  happy  instances,  the  aperient  ingredients  are  combined 
with  such  tonics  as  iron  and  magnesia,  by  which  combination 
as  we  all  know,  and  frequently,  so  knowing,  prescribe — the  good 
effects  of  either  are  hightened.  Yet  still  the  advantage  is  on 
the  side  of  mineral  waters,  from  the  nature  of  the  composition  and 
the  observed  superiority  of  action  over  ordinary  drugs.  Thus, 
that  "  canny  Scot,"^  Dr.  James  Johnson  of  Medico-Chirurgical 
Meview  notoriety,  quotes  in  his  "Pilgrimages  to  the  Spas," 
Ihe  following  case  from  his  "  friend  Dr.  Heidler,''  "  of  a  young 
lady  who  came  to  Marienbad  (tonic-aperient  resolvent,.  S.  H.  S.) 
laboring  under  sympathetic  hectic  fever,  and  who  had  had 
haemoptysis.  The  stomach  would  retain  no  food,  especially  the 
dinner.  Constipation  was  obstinate,  and  the  nocturnal  perspira- 
tions were  profuse.  The  Kreutzbrunn  waters  were  taken,  and, 
after  eight  days,  the  fever  ceased.  In  four  weeks  more  the 
stomach  became  retentive.  Next  summer,  however,  she  returned 
to  Marienbad,  with  the  evening  vomitings  as  before.  Eight  days' 
course  of  the  waters  dispelled  the  sickness,  and  she  recovered  her 
health."     I  quote  this  case  from  a  number  given  in  the  same 
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work,  only  because  the  account  of  it  is  so  short,  and  for  the  present 
will  only  trespass  on  the  pages  of  this  journal  with  one  more  case 
from  Granville,  that  of  a  gentleman  whose  "  long  and  complicated 
dyspepsia,  hypochondriasm,  and  weakness  of  stomach,  had  been 
completely  cured  by  a  full  course  of  the  Kreutzbrunnen."  flufe- 
land  used  to  boast  that  Goethe  had  been  completely  restored  to 
health  from  a  similar  complaint  by  drinking  of  the  same  spring. 
Now,  it  is  but  reasonable  to  suppose,  that  in  these  cases,  all  the 
ordinary  resources  of  the  apothecary  had  been  tried  in  vain,  before 
expensive  journeys  were  undertaken  in  search  of  a  health  these 
could  not  give. 

Most  remarkable  are  the  eflFects  of  those  waters  containing  a 
predominating  proportion  of  sodaic  salts,  especially  the  carbonate, 
and  which  are  properly  termed  alkaline.  Nor  is  this  surprising, 
when  we  reflect  that  alkalies  are  antiplastic  and  liquefacient, 
increasing  oxydation,  softening  tissue,  dissolving  acid  matters 
and  weakly  organized  exudations  or  deposits,  exciting  free  diu- 
resis, and  thus  assisting  to  convey  morbid  products  out  of  the 
system.  Ordinary  diuretics  only  increase  the  amount  of  water 
excreted  by  the  kidneys ;  alkalies,  by  dissolving  animal  struc- 
tures, cause  the  elimination  of  such  organic  matters  as  are  the 
products  of  a  low  vitality.  Hence  the  striking  efiect  of  these 
agents  in  chronic  visceral  ailments,  albuminous  deposits  in  glands, 
incrustations  on  the  skin,  furuncular  diseases,  old  rheumatisms, 
etc.;  and  the  very  considerable  proportions  of  iodine  and  bromine 
in  the  waters  of  some  sources,  add  to,  or  advantageously  modify, 
the  resolvent  powers  of  the  alkaline  element. 

Best  of  tonics,  iron,  is  of  common  occurrence,  and  mostly  in 
that  form  not  easily  attainable  in  every  day  prescription,  although 
the  chalybeate,  par  excellence,  is  the  solution  of  the  proto-car- 
bonate  in  water,  with  excess  of  carbonic  acid.  This  metal  is 
also  quite  frequently  associated  with  manganese,  now  known  to 
possess  valuable  tonic  and  cholagogue  powers,  and  to  prove  cura- 
tive in  anaemic  cases  where  iron  alone  has  failed.  No  fact  is 
better  established,  than  that  blood-diseases  in  which  iron  is  indi- 
cated, yet  which  have  united  the  administration  of  the  magistral 
forms  of  the  medicine,  have  readily  yielded  to  the  influence  of  an 
appropriate  chalybeate  mineral  water. 
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Having  thus  touched  on  the  purgative,  resolvent,  and  tonic 
properties  of  mineral  waters,  viewed  as  saline  solutions,  there 
still  remains  to  he  mentioned  the  important  part  played  hy  the 
free  gases  present  in  most 

Of  the  gaseous  contents  of  mineral  waters,  carbonic  acid  holds 
the  first  place,  hoth  in  frequency  of  occurrence,  and  in  quantity 
present — ^in  some  instances  nearly  five  volumes — and  independent 
of  the  important  chemical  part  which  it  plays  as  a  solvent,  its 
power  as  a  medicinal  agent  is  hy  no  means  insignificant.  When 
taken  into  the  stomach  in  considerable  quantities,  it  lowers 
the  irritability  of  that  organ,  while  it  increases  its  fanctional 
IKTtivity,  improves  the  quality  of  its  secretions,  and  increases  its 
digestive  powers.  These  or  similar  effects  are  next  produced  in 
the  contiguous  and  related  organs — ^intestines,  liver,  pancreas, 
etc — and  while  the  portal  circulation  is  accelerated,  the  secre- 
tions, of  the  organs  named  are  increased  in  quantity,  and  are 
improved  in  quality.  Then  the  heart  and  arterial  system  feel 
the  benefit  of  its  stimulus,  and  together  with  the  muscles  in 
general,  experience  an  augmentation  of  contractile  force.  Finally, 
the  most  distant  part  of  the  syste^i  of  organic  life  feels  its  effects, 
which  are  shown  in  improved  tone  of  skin  and  mucous  mem- 
Wanes,  more  free  secretion,  and  increase  of  urine.  It  also 
checks  the  tendency  to  degradation  of  the  fluids  and  solids,  and 
the  formation  of  pus.  It  is  indicated  in  all  those  cases  in  which 
acids  are  generally  used,  and  probably  does  not  produce  those 
injurious  effects  on  the  stomach  which  these  occasionally  do, 
because  it  can  not  be  applied  to  its  surface  in  so  concentrated  a 
form  as  they  can,  and  too  commonly  are. 

It  is  deserving  of  notice,  that  in  later  years  carbonic  acid  in 
the  gaseous  form  has  been  extensively  used  as  a  bath,  especially 
at  Marienbad,  Eger,  Pyrmont,  Meinberg,  and  some  other  places, 
where  enormous  quantities  are  perpetually  streaming  from  the 
surface  of  mineral  springs,  or  even  from  holes  and  fissures  in  the 
ground.  Its  effects,  when  thus  applied  to  the  surface  of  the  body, 
are  similar  to  those  already  described  as  following  its  internal 
administration,  namely,  diminished  irritability,  increased  tone, 
and  improved  secretions ;  and  these  effects  are  pnq>agated  from 
the  surface  to  the  interior  of  the  body,  in  the  former,  just  as  ihe 
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reverse  takes  place  in  the  latter.  These  baths  have  proved 
eminently  serviceable  in  chronic  diseases  of  the  skin,  including 
its  functional  derangements,  neuralgia,  rheumatism,  gout,  palsy, 
amenorrhea,  suppressed  hemorrhoidal  discharges,  lymphangitia, 
etc.  Some  very  remarkable  cures  have  been  performed  by  these 
baths,  in  intractable  cases  of  the  diseases  mentioned  above. 

Hydro-mlphuric  add  is  far  more  energetic  in  its  action  than 
carbonic.  In  large  doses,  whether  inhaled,  applied  to  the  skin* 
injected  into  the  veins,  or  taken  into  the  stomach  in  aqueous 
solution,  it  first  lowers,  then  suspends,  the  functional  activity  of 
the  nervous  system — occasions  a  small,  intermitting  pulse,  general 
weakness  and  debility,  vertigo,  delirium,  insensibility,  palsy, 
death.  In  such  small  doses  as  are  administered  medicinally, 
however — it  rarely  or  never  exceeds  one  and  a  half  per  cent  of 
the  volume  in  a  mineral  water — its  effects  are,  increased  activity 
'  of  circulation,  especially  in  the  abdominal  venous  system,  ren- 
dering the  pulse  also  fuller  and  more  frequent,  increasing  tJie 
secretions  of  the  skin,  and  of  the  mucous  membranes  of  the 
organs  of  respiration  and  digestion,  and  of  the  urinary  apparatus, 
stimulating  the  functional  activity  of  the  absorbent  system, 
lymphatic  glands,  and  serous  membranes.  But  if  too  long  con- 
tinued it  disturbs  digestion,  occasions  nausea,  vomiting,  colic, 
diarrhea,  and  general  cachexia,  with  a  depraved  condition  of  the 
blood. 

In  combination  with  alkalies  and  alkaline  salts,  as  found  in 
many  mineral  waters,  it  constitutes  a  most  powerful  agent  for 
the  cure  or  relief  of  obstinate  and  deep-rooted  disorders  of  the 
skin,  mucous  membranes,  and  lymphatic  system,  as^  well  as  of 
chronic  metallic  poisoning,  as  hydrargyrosis,  plumbismus,  and 
such  like. 

Nitrogen  occurs  free,  and  in  some  springs  in  very  large  quan- 
tities ;  it  appears  to  be  indifferent,  or  to  produce  no  special  cura- 
tive effects. 

Free  oxygen,  occurring  less  frequently,  and  in  smaller  quan- 
tities, does  not  either  appear  to  have  any  appreciable  influence  on 
the  remedial  power  of  mineral  waters. 
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Abt.  VII. — Miami  Medical  Association. 

This  society  was  organized  February  26th,  1853,  since  which 

time  it  has  been  in  a  prosperous  condition.     The  majority  of  the 

physicians  practicing  in  the  eastern  portion  of  this  (Hamilton) 

Oonnty,  are  at  present  members  of  it. 

The  officers  for  the  present  year,  are : 

President — W.  W.  Highlands,  Newtown. 

Vice  President— L.  M.  Bogebs,  17th  Ward. 

Secretary — ^W.  P.  Elstun,  Columbia. 

Asf^t  Secretary — Mnx)  Black,  Madisonyille. 

The  society  meets  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  each  month,  when 

business  is  transacted  in  the  order  laid  down  in  the  Constitution 

and  By-Laws,  a  copy  of  which  I  send  you  with  this. 

I  can  only  send  you  an  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  last 
two  meetings. 

December  Aihy  1855.  The  society  met  at  the  residence  of  Dr. 
W.  P.  Elstun— Dr.  J.  A.  Black,  in  the  Chair.  Drs.  L.  W.  Bishop 
and  Geo.  F.  Kennedy,  of  Mt.  Washington,  were  elected  members. 

Eeports  of  the  state  of  the  health  in  the  different  districts  were 
called  for,  when  all  of  the  members  reported  that  Intermittent 
Fever  had  prevailed  to  an  unusual  degree ;  especially  in  Madison 
and  its  vicinity,  Newtown,  Mt.  Washington,  Columbia,  Pendleton 
and  the  17  th  Ward. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Black  reported  a  case  of  mennorhagia,  and  asked  for 
suggestions  as  to  its  treatment.  Quite  a  lengthy  discussion  was 
had  as  to  its  treatment,  which  was  terminated  by  requesting  Dr. 
Black  to  prepare  a  paper  on  uterine  hemorrhage,  for  the  next 
meeting. 

Dr.  L.  M.  Rogers  reported  the  case  of  a  woman  who  had 
aborted  in  four  successive  pregnancies,  and  had  never  carried  a 
fetus  to  full  term.  The  last  abortion  was  preceded  by  mild 
dysentery,  and  accompanied  by  passive  hemorihage  from  the 
mouth  and  throat. 
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Dr.  Ferris  said  that  he  had  observed  an  unusual  tendency  to 
irritation  of  the  bladder  in  several  cases  of  dysentery. 

He  also  gave  the  history  of  a  case  of  abortioii  produced  by  the 
means  of  a  catheter,  to  which  he  had  been  called  to  with  Dr. 
Green.  This  woman  had  also  taken  whiskey  and  ext.  logwood 
to  make  sure  of  the  abortion. 

Dr.  Ferris  also  gave  the  history  of  a  case  of  cholera  which 
passed  into  the  stage  of  collapse,  but  finally  recovered,  from  the 
treatment  recommended  in  Dr.  Knapp's  pamphlet  on  cholera. 
The  Dr.  thinks  this  treatment  worthy  of  trial  in  cholera. 

Dr.  Elstun  said  that  he  had  observed  a  scorbutic  condition  in 
several  cases  of  intermittent  fever,  and  also  gave  the  treatment 
of  one  well  marked  case  of  scurvy.  Dr.  Rogers  also  reported  a 
case  of  scurvy  under  treatment. 

Dr.  E.  H.  Ferris  was  requested  to  prepare  a  paper  to  be  read 
at  the  next  meeting. 

The  Society  adjourned  to  meet  at  Madisonville,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  February. 

The  Society  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Feb,  5th,  1856. — The 
President  in  the  Chair.  Dr.  D.  Myers,  of  Montgomery,  was  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  M.  Black,  and  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Society. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Black  read  an  essay  on  uterine  hemorrhage  which 
was  laid  over  for  discussion  at  the  next  meeting. 

The  health  of  the  various  districts  was  reported  good.  Some 
few  cases  of  pneumonia,  pleurisy,  and  erysipelas  had  been  treated. 

Dr.  Elstun  reported  a  fatal  case  of  tetanus,  caused  by  cold. 

Dr.  Highlands  reported  the  case  of  an  old  lady,  on  the  inside 
of  whose  cheek  a  purple  spot  had  existed  for  several  years. 
About  three  months  since,  she  was  seized  with  a  catarrhal  inflam- 
mation of  the  throat,  when  the  spot  inflamed  and  ulcerated,  since 
which  time  it  has  extended  notwithstanding  the  application  of 
astringents,  stimulants  and  caustics. 

Dr.  Ferris  being  absent,  no  paper  was  read. 

The  Secretary  was  on  motion,  instructed  to  prepare  an  abstract 
of  the  minutes  of  the  society  for  its  two  last  meetings,  and  send 
it  to  the  Cincinnati  Medical  Observer,  with  a  request  to  publish  it. 

Adjourned  to  the  1st  Tuesday  in  March. 

W.  P.  ELSTUN,  Secretary. 
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BEVIBWS    AND    KOTICE8. 


Abt.  Vlll. — 79i«  Organic  Diseases  and  Funetiondl  Disorden  of  the  Stonuuh  By 
George  Budd,  M.  D^  F.  R.  S.,  Professor  of  Medicine  in  King's  College,  London; 
Late  Fellow  of  Cains  College,  Cambridge ;  Author  of  a  "  Treatise  on  Diseases  of 
the  Liyer/'  etc.     Philadelphia :  Blandiard  &  Lea,  1856.    pp.  252. 

This  volume  consists  of  sixteen  Lectures,  whicb  first  appeared 
in  the  Medical  Times  and  Gazette,  in  1853  and  1854,  and  now 
re-published. 

Lecture  I.  Introduction.  Difficulties  attending  the  study  of 
stomach  disorders,  which  are  cursorily  pointed  out.  Self-diges- 
tion of  the  stomach,  or  changes  that  take  place  in  the  coats  of 
the  stomach  after  death,  from  the  action  of  the  gastric  juice,  and 
which  increase  the  difficulty  of  recognizing  the  pathalogical  con- 
dition.    Instances  of  this  are  pointed  out  at  some  length. 

Lecture  II.  Softening  of  the  coats  of  the  stomach  from  the 
action  of  the  gastric  juice  after  death.  Difierent  circumstances 
under  which  it  occurs.     Inferences  to  be  drawn  from  them. 

Lecture  III.  The  organic  diseases  and  functional  disorders  of 
the  stomach.  Arrangement  of  the  subject.  Congestion  of  the 
fttomach,  resulting  from  an  impediment  to  the  course  of  blood 
through  the  liver  or  the  chest.  Congestion  from  other  causes. 
Congestion,  as  being  one  of  the  simplest,  very  common,  and  very 
important  of  organic  changes,  is  first  treated  of,  before  more  com- 
plicated conditions  are  introduced. 

Lecture  IV.  Inflammation  of  the  stomach — its  various  kinds 
or  degrees ;  whether  from  undigested  food,  alcoholic  drinks, 
more  powerful  mechanical  or  chemical  irritants,  defective  nutri- 
ment, or  the  presence  of  noxious  matter  in  the  blood.  The 
difierent  effects  of  inflammation,  as  modified  by  these  causes,  is 
dwelt  upon  at  some  length. 

Lectures  V.  Is  a  continuation  of  the  same  subject.  As  a 
specimen  of  style,  and  containing  a  summary  of  the  treatment  of 
inflammation,  we  give  the  following : 

"  In  the  treatment  of  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  stomach,  the  fundamental  point  is  to  give  the  stomach 
sufficient  intervals  of  rest  and  to  avoid  irritating  it  by  physic  or 
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food.  For  inflammation  brought  on  by  alcoholic  drinks,  or  by 
undigested  or  irritating  food,  nothing  more  is  generally  necessary 
than  cooling  drinks,  and  restriction  for  a  few  days  to  a  sparing 
diet,  consisting  of  light  broths,  farinaceous  substances,  and  milk. 
If  the  inflammation  be  very  severe,  causing  much  pain  and  ten- 
derness, with  a  sense  of  heat  at  the  stomach,  and  frequent  vomit- 
ing on  the  contact  of  food,  leeches  may  be  applied  to  the  epigas- 
trium ;  the  stomach  may  be  cooled,  and  its  irritability  much 
lessened,  by  sipping  from  time  to  time  iced  water,  or  by  holding 
pieces  of  ice  in  the  mouth  and  swallowing  the  water  as  the  ice 
dissolves ;  and  the  diet  may  be  still  further  restricted.  Broths 
may  be  interdicted,  and,  for  a  few  days,  nothing  more  be  allowed 
than  the  simplest  drinks,  and  those  farinaceous  substances  that 
are  principally  composed  of  starch.  In  active  inflammation  of 
the  entire  stomach,  or  when,  from  any  cause,  the  digestive  power 
is  very  feeble,  there  is  usually  dislike  of  animal  food,  and,  by  a 
natural  instinct,  arrowroot,  gruel,  etc.,  are  substituted  for  it. 
Even  farinaceous  substances,  when  they  contain  much  gluten,  are 
found  to  be  heavy  and  oppressive.  The  peculiar  business  of  the 
stomach  is  to  dissolve  the  albuminous  constituents  of  the  food. 
The  gastric  juice  has  comparatively  little  action  on  the  starch, 
which,  consequently,  taxes  the  stomach  less,  most  probably  passes 
out  of  the  stomach  more  quickly,  and  is  certainly  found,  when 
the  digestive  power  is  suspended,  to  be  less  oppressive  to  it.  As 
I  have  before  observed,  the  restoration  of  the  stomach  to  its 
healthy  condition  is  greatly  promoted  by  the  active  nutrition  of 
its  lining  membrane." 

Lectuke  VI.  Ulceration  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
stomach.  The  perforating  or  simple  ulcer.  The  causes,  effects, 
and  diagnosis,  are  fully  discussed. 

Lecture  VII.  The  treatment  of  perforating  ulcer  of  the 
stomach  ;  perforating  ulcer  of  the  duodenum  ;  minute  superficial 
ulcers  of  the  stomach. 

Lecture  VIII.  Cancer  of  the  stomach.  Treated  of  under  the 
heads  of  causes,  effects,  symptoms,  diagnosis,  and  treatment 
The  whole  subject  of  this  disease,  which  is  often  diflScult  of 
diagnosis,  is  as  clearly  treated  of,  without  being  extended  to  a 
great  length. 

Lecture  IX.  Sympathetic  disorders  of  the  stomach  from  irrita- 
tion elsewhere.  This  is  one  of  the  most  important  chapters  in 
the  book,  on  account  of  the  frequency  of  secondary  functional 
dis(»rders  of  the  stomach. 
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Lectube  X.  Deficient  secretion  of  gastric  joicey  and  slow  and 
imperfect  digestion,  are  treated  of  at  some  length. 

LixniKE  XL  Fermentation  in  the  contents  of  the  stomach* 
with  dovelopment  of  sarein:r. 

Ijxti'KE  XII.  IndiiTO^tlon  arisins:  from  defective  action  of  one 
of  the  exeretiuiT  organs,  or  fr^m  some  fault  in  the  nutritive  pro- 
ce^^'s  in  other  parts  of  the  boi.lv.  Thtse  relations  of  the  stomach 
are  among  the  mos?t  imp?rtant.phv5:olo;;icaIlv.aad  become  S'^patho- 
Wioallv.  The  svsceiuatic  maiin-er  in  which  thev  are  treated,  ren- 
ders  the  subject  extremely  inreresting  and  instmctive. 

LiiCTLBJi  XIII.  Forms  of  indij:escion  chiiracierized  bv  some 
peculiariry  in  the  sympcoms — arcicaria.  pyrosis. 

Lecture  XIV.  Sympcoms  of  stomach  «iis*?rder? — nain  and  sore- 
nesjs  of  the  eL'i;£as:riam.  vomitin^:,  excessive  aciditv.  flatulence. 
It  is  well  kuowii,  that  the  symptoms  treazed  of  in  this  lecture 
may  result  from  very  ditffn;nc  conditions,  and  the  object;  is  to 
pass  them  in  review  in  such  a  manner  as  to  determine  their 
diagnostic  im^wrtaiice  under  the  Jitfi.'rent  circumstances  in  which 
they  exist,  touether  with  the  rreatmonc  adapted  to  remove  them. 

LBL'TL'Rii  XV.  \)n  some  jf  the  remedies  tor  stomach  «iisorders — 
ipecacuanha,  bismuth,  the  voLcetable  astringents — hydrocyanic 
acid,  the  alkalies.     On  this  subject  he  remarks  : 

"  Wo  hii'.e  LLTfater  i^ovvvr  ow-r  the  disonlcrs  of  the  stomach 
than  over  thosv  jt  ;.iny  jthor  ijrgan  .'i  e«[Uid  importance. 

••  III  the  -irsi:  \)liiy.\',  vl*  oan,  :'or  a  timt.  Lessen  its  work,  and  so 
lessen  its  vii^icularity.  more  than  rhat  )(  most  other  organs.  The 
action  uf  cue  luujis  must  iio  on  with^.ut  oeasini;.  The  blood  that 
has  minis ct' red  :o  uucritiou  is  iv turned  frt>m  i^very  part  of  the 
boily  to  the  luu^s,  luid  muse  th<.re  evolve  the  carbonic  acid  with 
which  it  is  ciiaij^ed.  Inter  nipt  ion  of  the  process,  even  tor  a  few 
minutes,  is  death.  In  the  liwr  and  iu  the  kidney,  an  active  pro- 
cess of  sec  ret  ion  is  always  i;;oing  on,  and  we  have  no  power  to 
arrest  it,  for  however  short  a  time.  Dut,  if  needful,  the  stomach 
may  be  kept  entirely  without  foovl  for  twelve  or  twenty-fonr 
hours,  or  longer  still,  and  its  work  may  be  greatly  lessened  for  a 
considerable  time. 

"  This  power  to  give  the  stomach  entire  ivst  for  many  hours, 
and  to  lessen  its  work,  and  so  lessen  its  vascularity,  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  is  of  great  avail  in  subduing  or  mitigating  the 
inflammatory  diseases  to  which  it  is  subject. 

''Again,  we  can  act  by  medicines  more  directly  and  more 
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variously  on  the  stomach  than  on  any  other  organ.  Our  medi- 
cines are  applied  directly  to  it,  and  have,  many  of  them,  a  direct 
local  action  upon  its  coats.  Ipecacuanha,  rhubarb,  and  ginger, 
increase  its  secretion,  and  bismuth,  lime,  and  the  vegetable 
astringents,  restrain  undue  secretion,  by  their  direct  action  on 
the  secreting  membrane.  Opium,  prussic  acid,  and  carbonic  acid, 
allay  pain,  and  check  vomiting,  not  only  by  their  influence  on 
the  system  at  large,  but  also  by  their  direct  action  on  the  nerves 
of  the  stomach  itself.  Ice-water,  which  is  another  powerful  agent 
in  controlling  vomiting  when  this  depends  on  an  inflammatory 
condition  of  the  coats  of  the  stomach,  acts  directly  by  lowering 
the  temperature  of  the  stomach  itself.  Acids  and  alkalies,  which 
are  very  eflScient  remedies  in  some  kinds  of  gastric  disorder,  in 
addition  to  their  more  remote  efiects,  have  a  direct  action  on  the 
lining  membrane  of  the  stomach,  and  on  the  fluids  secreted  by  it. 
Carminatives,  again,  probably  owe  their  efiicacy  chiefly  to  the 
immediate  action  they  exert  on  the  coats  of  the  stomach." 

Lecture  XVL  The  subject  of  remedies  is  continued — the 
mineral  acids,  the  vegetable  bitters,  the  preparations  of  steel, 
purgatives,  general  rules  of  living. 

Under  all  of  these  heads  much  is  stated  that  is  important 
Among  the  directions  in  reference  to  general  rules  of  living,  we 
find  the  following  maxims  from  Sir  Henry  Holland,  in  reference 
to  more  easy  and  perfect  digestion  : 

**  Mrst,  That  the  food  should  be  well  masticated. 

"  Secondy  That  the  stomach  should  never  be  filled  to  a  sense  of 
uneasy  repletion. 

"  Third,  That  there  should  be  no  urgent  exercise,  either  of 
body  or  mind,  immediately  after  a  full  meal." 

In  reference  to  the  time  of  taking  meals,  the  following  rules 
are  adopted  as  the  best,  under  the  circumstances  by  which  society 
is  governed  in  large  cities,  and  where  fashion  and  custom  int^- 
fere  with  early  rising  : 

"  Iirstf  That  the  substantial  repasts  should  be  separated  by 
an  interval  sufficient  to  allow  the  stomach  to  recruit  its  power. 

"  SecoTidy  That  abstinence  from  food  should  never  be  so  pro- 
tracted as  to  induce  a  sense  of  exhaustion.  Exhaustion  from 
fasting,  as  from  other  causes,  weakens  the  digestive  powers.  If 
then,  the  interval  between  breakfast  and  dinner  be  long,  a  light 
luncheon  should  be  taken  ;  if  the  dinner  be  in  the  middle  of 
the  day,  a  light  supper  should  be  taken. 
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**  Thirdy  The  last  liearj  meal  slioiild  be  takes  same  hours 
before  bed-time/' 

In  summing  np  we  would  say,  that  this  is  one  of  the  most 
reliable  books  we  have  on  diseases  of  the  stomadi,  and  should  be 
in  the  librarj  of  every  practitioner  (^  medicine. 

For  sale  by  Moore,  Wilstadi,  Keys  and  OreremL    Price,  gl.50. 


Abt.  IX. — Sffnoptieal  View  of  Diseagea  of  the  Skin. — Wondag  >  concordance  firam  tlie 
elas^fications  and  DomeaclAtares  adopted  bj  Pleraek,  Alibert,  Willan,  M.  H. 
Kayer«  CazenaTe^  Gibert,  ami  the  author :  and  an  expose  of  the  historic  elements 
proper  to  show  the  etymology,  morbid  characters,  apparent  and  anatomic  seat, 
causes^  progress,  duration,  modes  of  termination,  diagnoeis,.  prognofiia,  species 
or  Tarieties,  and  the  treatment  of  the  principal  cataneons  (Caeaae,  by  Duchessb- 
DuFABc,  M.  D^  Paris.    Translated  by  AOino  &  Hall,  M.  D^  BosUm. 

We  are  much  obliged  to  oar  old  Paris  friend.  Dr.  Hall  for  the 
"  Synoptical  View."  It  is  a  well  arranged  abstract  of  the  whole 
family  of  cutaneous  diseases.  We  are  sorry  that  Duchesne- 
Duparc  has  omitted  all  mention  of  D^vergie.  His  classification 
has  its  good  points  as  well  as  tnose  mentioned  in  the  "  View." 
We  have  great  respect  for  M.  Devergie  as  a  dermatologbt 
and  preserve  in  lively  remembrance  many  valuable  lessons  of 
his,  delivered  at  the  Hospital  St.  Louis,  in  Paris,  in  '53-4.  We 
hope  Dr.  Hall  will  find  it  necessary  to  bring  out  a  second 
edition.  The  only  objection  to  this  edition  is  its  inconvenient  size, 
which  could  be  changed  in  another  edition,  with  much  benefit  to 
those  who  wish  to  consult  it  We  recommend  this  "  View"  to  our 
readers,  as  being  comprehensive  and  concise. 

It  may  be  had  of  the  Translator,  or  of  David  Clapp,  Boston, 
Massachusetts. 

We  can  ]M)t  name  the  price,  but  suppose  it  not  to  be  above 
one  dollar.  f 


Akt.  X.— il/E4  AmmuU  RtpoH  of  Ot  BMmi  of  Mrteton  of  Hu  HimM  of  Sefufft  of 
Gmeiiumii,fottik$y§ar  ifiUIL 


We  are  indebted  to  our  friend  Dr.  O.  M.  Langdon,  the 
ciift of  theHoQfle  of  BDfiige>  for  a  copy  of  the  above  report. 
U  Qoaiaina  moA  taluable  and  iateieating  information  for 
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the  philanthropist,  and  well-wisher  of  the  rising  generation. 
The  House  has  not  disappointed  the  hopes  of  its  most  ardent 
friends. 

The  number  received  during  the  year  was  231,  of  which  180 
were  boys,  and  51  girls.  One  hundred  and  twenty-four  were 
committed  by  the  Police  Court,  showing  the  necessity  and  useful- 
ness of  such  a  house. 

It  is,  however,  the  report  of  the  physician  which  interests  us 
the  most.  A  very  large  number  of  cases  of  intermittent  fever 
have  been  treated  during  the  past  year — much  larger  than 
during  any  previous  one,  while  remittent  and  typhoid  fever  has 
diminished.  Ophthalmia  of  various  grades  has  prevailed  largely, 
as  is  the  case  always  where  a  large  number  of  children  are  col- 
lected together.  The  disease  was  obedient  to  treatment,  and  the 
Doctor  congratulates  himself  that  in  no  one  case  was  vision  im- 
paired. This  is  certainly  very  creditable,  when  we  consider  the 
prevalence  of  the  scrofulous  vice  generally  observed  in  the 
inmates  of  such  houses. 

Every  child  entering  the  House  was  vaccinated.  "  On  at  least 
one  half  of  those  who  had  been  vaccinated  before  their  admission 
to  the  House,  the  phenomena  presented  were  precisely  the  same 
as  if  the  virus  had  been  inserted  for  the  first  time,  showing  most 
conclusively  that  their  systems  were  fully  susceptible  to  the  influ- 
ence of  sm^lpox." 

Three  deaths  occurred  during  the  year.  The  history  of  one  of 
these,  though  brief,  is  very  interesting,  and  we  give  it  as  reported. 

"James  Buther,  aged  15,  died  May  16th,  1855,  of  a  low  grade 
of  fever  with  great  constitutional  irritation.  When  he  first  came 
into  the  House,  although  his  general  appearance  was  tolerably 
good,  it  was  observed  that  his  respiration  was  laborious,  and  that 
speaking  fatigued  him.  The  symptoms  presented  during  his 
illness  induced  the  belief  that  he  was  laboring  under  pyemia. 
When  he  first  took  his  bed,  he  complained  of  a  severe  lancinating 
pain  in  the  left  side,  which  was  entirely  relieved  by  the  applica- 
tion of  a  blister  ;  he  had  no  cough  or  expectoration,  and  had  not 
complained  of  pain  before ;  upon  examining  his  chest,  dullness  on 
percussion  and  no  respiratory  sound  whatever,  was  found  upon 
the  left  side ;  ^the  impulse  and  sound  of  the  heart  were  entirely  on 
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the  right  of  the  sternum.  The  autopsy  revealed  the  fact,  that  a 
great  amount  of  disease  had  existed  for  a  long  time  in  his  chest ; 
scarcely  a  vestige  of  the  left  lung  could  be  found ;  the  cavity  of  the 
left  pleura  was  nearly  filled  with  a  thin  sanious  purulent  matter, 
about  three  pints  in  quantity,  and  the  heart  was  foi'ced  from  its 
normal  position  and  occupied  a  place  to  the  right  of  the  median 
line." 

Any  of  our  readers  can  procure  a  copy  of  the  Report  by  ad- 
dressing the  Secretary  of  the  House  of  Refuge.  f 
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MEDICAL   COMMENCEMENTS. 

Since  our  last  issue,,  the  commencement  exercises  in  the  schools 
were  held. 

The  fourth  annual  one  of  the  Miami  Medical  College  was 
held  at  the  Melodeon  on  Monday  evening,  the  25th  February.  A 
large  audience  of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  was  present. 

The  exercises  were  opened  by  prayer,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Fisher, 
after  which  the  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  Elliott,  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  addressed  the  graduating  class,  and  conferred  the 
degrees  on  the  following  gentlemen. 
Their  names  are  as  follows : 
A.  Buckingham,  Ohio, — Arsenic  and  its  Preparations. 
Jesse  Barbke,  Illinois. — The  Etiology  of  Miasmatic  Fevers. 
Joseph  J.  Carter,  Indiana, — Identity  of  Fever  and  Inflam- 
mation. 
Jno.  W.  Coleman,  Illinois, — Dysentery. 
E.  Dean,  Indiana, — Causes  of  Inflammation. 
M.  H.  Haynes,  Ohio, — Contagion  of  Asiatic  Cholera. 
Elisha  Hubbard,  Mass., — Ovarian  Dropsy. 
R.  E.  Jones,  Ohio, — Causes  of  Dropsy. 
R.  P.  Kendall,  Illinois, — History  of  Auscultation. 
Jas.  R.  Leeder,  Michigan, — Intermittent  Fever. 
H.  C.  McAuster,  Indiana, — Anaemia. 
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D.  McCaughan,  Indiana, — Scrofula. 

Jos.  C.  Boss,  Ohio, — Physiology  of  Parturition. 

Wm.  Stanton,  Ohio, — Tonsillitis. 

Jno.  a.  Thacker,  Ohio, — Therapeutic  Properties  of  Water. 

Jas.  Webster,  Indiana, — Pneumonia. 

J.  C.  Welles,  Indiana, — Hemorrhage. 

E.  C.  WooLLEY,  Ohio, — Digestion. 

Prof.  H.  E.  Foote  delivered  a  very  excellent  and  well  written 
valedictory.  It  has  seldom  been  our  fortune  to  listen  to  one  so 
good.  The  class,  with  several  professional  friends,  repaired  to 
the  residence  of  Prof.  J.  F.  White,  where  the  latter  part  of  the 
evening  was  closed  by  a  sumptuous  entertainment. 

The  Medical  College  of  Ohio  held  its  exercises  on  the  same 
evening.  The  Hon.  John  P.  Foote  delivered  the  address,  and 
conferred  the  degrees. 

Prof.  Jno.  A.  Warder  gave  the  valedictory  to  the  following 
graduates : 

C.  R  Auten,  Ohio.  R  D.  Hobday,  Ky. 

W.  R  Bennett,  Penn.  J.  D.  Lindsay,  Ky. 

F.  W.  Burke,  Ireland.  H.  C.  Lassing,  Ky. 
W.  A.  Carmichael,  Ohio.  W.  S.  Moore,  Ohio. 
W.  H.  Carpenter,  Ohio.  S.  Mileham,  Ky. 
Jas.  H.  Greene,  Indiana.  H.  0.  Perry,  Conn. 
J.  R.  Harrod,  Indiana.  G.  Bood,  Wisconsin. 
E.  C.  Sharpe,  Ohio.  J.  Sigafoss,  Ohio. 

G.  H.  Stewart,  Ky. 

The  honorary  degree  was  conferred  on  Drs.  W.  S.  Bates,  Geo. 
McCook,  and  Wm.  Johnston. 

We  learn  from  the  Western  Lancet  that  the  Medical  College  of 
Ohio  is  in  a  promising  condition,  and  that  its  future  prospects 
are  good. 

The  Miami  Medical  College  is  in  a  prosperous  condition.  Its 
classes  have  increased  every  year  from  its  commencement,  notwith- 
standing the  general  decrease  in  the  number  of  students  in  attend- 
ance at  the  various  schools.  Cincinnati  is  the  point  in  the  West 
for  medical  schools,  and  we  may  add,  that  if  proper  exertions  are 
made,  we  can  see  no  good  reason  why  southern  students  should 
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not  find  it  attractive.  As  jonmalists,  oar  strcmgest  efforts  will  be 
directed  to  building  np  the  regular  BchooUj  provided  they  shall  be 
conducted  on  honorable  principles,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  pro- 
fession. We  feel  confident,  that  the  advantages  offered  here  to 
the  student  for  a  sound,  practical  education,  are  as  good  as  those 
of  any  other  place  in  the  country. 

We  regret  our  inability  to  give  our  readers  any  account  of  the 
CmciKNATi  College  of  Medicine  Ain>  Subgery,  as  we  have  been 
unable  to  lay  our  hands  on  any  official  statement  of  the  namber 
of  its  graduates.  | 


« •  •^ » 


MEDICAL    ETHICS. 

It  is  a  matter  for  congratulation,  that  the  subject  of  medical 
morals  is  as  well  understood  by  the  profession  as  it  is  at  the  pres- 
ent time :  that  this  barrier,  which  separates  charlatans  of  every 
species  from  the  votaries  of  scientific  medicine,  is  so  well  marked 
and  laid  down  that  the  -^^  wayfaring  man  can  not  err."  During 
the  present  proclivity  to  quackery,  both  in  and  out  of  what  is 
termed  the  regular  profession,  the  land-marks  of  the  Code  of 
Ethics  adopted  by  the  American  Medical  Association,  plainly 
point  out  who  are,  and  who  are  not,  the  real  friends  of  scientific 
medicine.  This  code  has  been  adopted  by  most  of  the  medical 
societies  in  the  United  States ;  it  has  been  held  up  as  a  "  good 
model"  by  European  authority  of  the  highest  standing,  and 
recommended  to  the  English  as  a  basis  for  an  "  authorized  code." 
In  fact,  it  is  the  only  line  of  demarcation  by  which  we  can  desig- 
nate some  of  the  specious  forms  of  quackery  and  gull-traps ;  while 
at  the  same  time  it  is  sufficiently  liberal  to  include  all  the  varied 
forms  of  investigation  and  research  in  our  profession,  by  which 
true  progress  can  be  made.  It  fetters  no  man's  medical  opinions, 
unless  they  are  founded  upon  a  single  fallacious  dogma,  or  they 
are  addressed  to  the  public  for  sinister  purposes.  One  of  its 
prominent  features  is,  that  we  are  brethren  of  a  liberal  profession, 
and  that  it  is  the  privilege  and  duty  of  every  member  to  con- 
tribute to  its  great  reservoir  of  knowledge ;  and  in  return  freely 
receive  the  improvements  added  to  it,  by  all  his  co-laborers, 
without  diminishing  in  any  degree  the  common  stock. 
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It  is  trae,  that  we  hear  an  occasional  rumbling  in  the  distance, 
of  dissatisfaction,  which  appears  to  be  mostly  from  a  few  disaf- 
fected members  of  the  profession,  who  are  ever  disposed  to  fault- 
finding. We  do  not  mean  to  impugn  the  motives  of  all  that  arQ 
dissatisfied  with  the  code,  but  we  are  strongly  inclined  to  the 
opinion  that  but  few  who  have  carefully  examined  it,  and  have 
the  good  of  the  profession  at  heart,  are  opposed  it.  A  special 
committee  of  the  State  Medical  Society  of  Ohio  was  appointed  to 
report  upon  Ethics,  which,  as  we  are  informed,  made  a  report,  the 
great  point  of  which  was  made  up  of  perlsonal  abuse  of  some 
members  of  the  profession ;  and  this  was,  no  doubt,  the  principal 
object  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  when  appointed.  It  was 
promptly  and  properly  rejected  by  the  society.  It  is,  however, 
the  present  text-book  of  "  Eclectic  "  quacks,  and  other  "  curs  of 
low  degree,"  in  their  abuse  of  the  regular  profession ;  they  find 
in  it  just  the  materials  they  wish  for  in  their  war  upon  scien- 
tific medicine.  These  allies  against  the  code  have  the  satisfac- 
tion of  being  on  the  same  ground;  they  are  both  operating 
with  the  same  end  in  view,  and  both,  no  doubt,  fully  and 
feelingly  understand  the  force  of  the  remark  that 

**  No  rogue  e'er  felt  the  halter  draw. 
With  gooi  opinion  of  the  law." 

This  committee  must  feel  highly  flattered  with  the  company 
they  are  now  in,  and  we  hope  they  will  have  a  good  time  jubilat- 
ing together. 

In  the  support  of  a  good  written  code  of  ethics,  every  true 
member  of  the  profession  has  a  direct  interest.  It  is  his  shield 
of  protection  from  treachery  within,  and  assaults  from  without. 
Every  medical  Society  in  the  land  should  adopt  and  be  governed 
by  it,  and  particularly  if  they  wish  a  representation  in  the  Great 
National  Medical  Congress,  as  all  societies  are  excluded  which  do 
not  adopt  the  code. 

The  professors  of  every  medical  college  should  instil  into  the 
minds  of  students  the  great  principles  of  ethics,  along  with  their 
scientific  training.  The  honors  of  colleges  should  be  conferred 
upon  no  one  who  is  not  willing  to  pledge  himself  to  abide  the 
requisitions  of  **  law  and  order,"  when  admitted  by  his  diploma 
to  the  profession  of  medicine.  This  step  has  been  taken  by  one 
VOL.  L,  NO.  IV. — 12. 
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college  ;  perhaps  bj  mofrej  but  of  tbis  we  are  aot  mfonned*  Cer- 
tain it  15,  that  the  proteetion  and  honors  extended  bj  coll^^  to 
their  graduates,  should  nerer  be  permitted  to  be  soiled  by  being 
prostitated  to  qnackerv,  without  the  power  of  withdrawing  them 
when  an  important  ooeasion  may  jnstifr  it  With  as  mneh  pro- 
priety a  certificate  of  good  moral  character  might  be  used  long 
after  it  had  ceased  to  be  tme,  although  it  might  haTe  been  true 
when  given.  The  same  power  of  withdrawal  should  be  retained 
in  one  case  as  in  another.  It  may  seem  to  be  an  unnecessary 
labor  to  attempt  the  defense,  or  say  anything  in  the  fmror  of  a 
code  of  ethics,  which  has  receired  such  universal  approval  thai  it 
may  now  be  considered  as  the  Confession  of  Faith  of  the  great 
mass  of  the  profession ;  yet  we  trust  good  will  result  from  an 
occasional  review  of  the  ground  we  occupy.  This  journal  will  of 
course  never  step  aside  to  notice  any  assaults  on  our  adopted 
regulations,  made  by  persons  not  members  of  the  profession,  or 
by  outside  quacks,  while  at  the  same  time  we  intend  to  redeem 
the  pledge  we  made  in  our  first  number  —  to  support  the 
National  Code.  ^ 


NATIONAL    MEDICAL   ASSOCIATION. 

As  the  time  for  the  meeting  of  this  distinguished  body  draws 
nigh,  we  hope  the  majority  of  our  readers  are  preparing  to  be 
present.  It  is  every  man's  duty  either  to  go  himself,  or  send  a 
representative.  In  some  quarters  we  have  heard  it  said,  that  the 
Association  is  of  no  benetit — ^has  done  nothing  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  science.  To  all  such  we  can  only  answer  by  direct- 
ing them  to  the  opinions  of  almost  all  of  the  foreign  journals. 
The  doings  of  the  Association  have  reeeived  the  highest  praise, 
and  it  is  regarded,  as  it  deserves  to  be,  as  very  distinguished. 
It  has  done  much  ;  and  even  if  it  had  accomplished  nothing  more 
than  the  Code  of  Ethics,  it  deserves  the  greatest  respect  of  alL 
Of  the  Association  we  feel  proud,  and  hope  all  may  be  stirred  by 
the  same  feeling. 

It  has  made  us  re^>ectable  at  home,  both  in  and  out  of  the 
profesfiiML    Its  monl  fbroe  is  great,  and  to  be  a  membenhof  it 
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is  the  darling  desire  of  many  who  can  never  attain  such  elevar 
tion  and  distinction.  We  are  sorry  that  it  contains  some  persons 
whose  associations  with  quacks,  and  whose  professional  relations 
generally  are  very  reprehensible.  In  this  connection  we  think 
that  greater  scrutiny  is  to  be  exercised  in  future,  as  to  the  posi- 
tion of  delegates. 

There  are  some  who  should  be  expelled  from  it,  and  as  we  hope 
to  be  present  we  intend  to  move  their  expulsion.  The  panoply 
of  the  Association  can  not  cover  these  fellows,  with  our  per- 
mission. 

We  hope,  then,  that  our  readers  are  animated  with  a  high 
regard  for  the  Association,  and  that  they  will  turn  out  accord- 
ingly. Let  every  one  remember,  that  by  encouraging  it  he  is 
doing  mighty  battle  against  quackery.  Quacks  of  all  colors  and 
degrees  hate,  with  an  intense  hatred,  the  American  Medical 
Association,  for  the  reason  that  the  Code  of  Ethics  eflFectually 
and  completely  cuts  them  off,  and  places  them  in  that  position 
they  so  richly  merit — dishonorable  and  disreputable.  f 


MIAMI    MEDICAL    ASSOCIATION. 

At  the  request  of  this  association  we  published  the  abstract  of 
its  proceedings.  We  feel  under  obligations  to  the  society  for  hav- 
ing selected  the  Observer  as  its  medium  of  publication.  Several 
of  our  friends  are  members  of  the  society,  and  we  feel  sure  that 
they  can  make  their  proceedings  of  much  value  to  themselves 
and  our  readers.  We  hope,  and  would  suggest,  that  our  friend 
Elstun  will  give  us  a  more  complete  report  of  the  remarks  of 
each  member,  in  the  various  discussions,  and  in  reporting  cases, 
in  the  next  abstract  he  sends  us. 

We  learn  that  this  society  is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and  we 
sincerely  hope  it  may  continue  so.  Its  organization  is  most 
excellent,  and  in  adopting  and  publishing  the  National  Code  of 
Ethics  with  its  constitution,  we  have  the  strongest  evidence  of 
the  high  tone  of  its  members,  and  of  its  future  success. 

The  Cade  of  EOiicB  is  one  of  the  great  differences  betweea  tJie 
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regular  sciontifie  profession  and  the  horde  of  qnacks  oaside  of  it. 
Those  who  refuse  to  he  ^rovemed  hv  the  (J*ide  are  not  to  he 
trusted  either  as  physicians  or  gentlemen. 

We  can  not  let  pas-*  the  occasion  to  extract  the  short  chapter 
on  ••  pecuniary  acknowledgements/'  which  ve  find  the  society  has 
adopted  and  appended  to  the  Code  of  Ethics.     It  is  as  follows : 

•'  Since  the  laws  of  Ohio  are  such  that  our  profession  is  unahle 
to  coUev^t  debts  from  more  than  one  half  of  those  who  are  able 
to  pay,  ic  is  jusi  and  right  that  we  should  adopt  some  measure 

bv  which  we  can  assist  each  other  in  coUectin'}:  fees  from  dishonest 
or  avaricijus  i^rsons. 

"  Such  persons  being  in  the  habit  of  changing  physicians  when- 
ever urired  to  T^av  a  bill,  or  think  themselves  neirlected  bv  theit 
Kguiar  attendant,  many  of  our  profession  submit  to  such  treat- 
ment rather  than  run  the  risk  of  havinix  a  neighbor  injure  his 
practice  by  taking  one  ot*  his  families.  Consequently  such  per- 
sons al'-vays  havo  the  best  attention,  but  seldom  pay  for  it. 

"  W-;  thoret* :>re  pr?pose  the  following,  to  obviate,  in  some  degree, 
this  im[>c<ition : 

"  Every  physii-iau  beino:  the  best  judge  as  to  the  honesty  of 
person>  h*.'  is  iu  the  habit  -.f  attenuin^:.  shall  make  out  a  delin- 
quent l:<t.  consi'i'iinir  of  such  persons  or  families  as  he  may  think 
able,  b ;.:  i:ri willing  to  pay.  and  place  it  in  the  hands  of  his  neigh- 
borii!^  *  i"a'jcici«:iiers,  anti  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  physician 
havi  'LC  sui.ti  list,  to  refuse  tj  attend  anv  person  or  familv  whose 
name  !.->  \i\  sv.cli  list,  until  the  bill  of  the  former  be  paid  ;  and  in 
such  Ciise  they  must  be  notiiied  that  no  farther  medical  aid  can 
be  rendered  until  tlK-ir  former  bill  or  bills  be  paid. 

■'  N'j  lianio  :>hall  be  entered  on  said  list  until  their  bills  have 
been  T.nvsonti.d  uiort'  than  once. 

•'  The  physician  who  mak»js  out  such  list  shall  be  governed  by 
the  laws,  the  same  as  those  to  whom  he  mav  have  ''iven  such 

St'voral  veai-s  ajco  an  elibrc  was  made  bv  several  members  of 
the  Medico-Chiruro  k-ai  Si.icietv,  of  this  citv,  to  have  a  -  black- 
list''  uKuic  oai,  ^\hich  should  include  all  who  beinir  able,  would 
not  pay  tor  services  reudeix^d.  'Iho  society  refused,  however,  to 
pass  it. 

The  Miami  Medical  Association  is  composed  of  men,  we  are 
sure,  who  wish  well  to  ea^'h  other,  to  their  profession,  and  the 
public.  We  know  of  many  people  who  never  pay  their  doctor, 
but  send  for  another  as  soon  as  the  biU  is  presented.    This  should 
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be  stopped.  It  is  a  crying  evil,  and  we  are  pleased  to  see  the 
above  law  adopted  by  our  friends.  We  have  much  to  say  on  thig 
matter,  especially  of  fees,  and  the  behavior  of  a  class  of  men  in 
regard  to  them.  Probably  in  our  next  number  we  may  say 
something  on  it.  We  bid  our  friends  of  the  Miami  Medical 
Association  "  God  speed.''  f 


THE    MEDICAL  INSTITUTE  OF  CINCINNATI- 

The  Lectures  in  this  Summer  School  commenced  on  the  10th 
March,  with  a  very  respectable  class.  It  has  been  in  existence 
for  several  years.  The  lecturers  are  our  personal  friends,  and 
are  enthusiastic  and  laborious,  and  will  do  all.  they  promise,  to 
the  best  of  their  ability. 

Four  lectures  will  be  given  daily,  which  in  addition  to  the 
advantages  in  the  hospitals  will  certainly  be  profitable  to  the 
student.  In  addition  there  is  a  daily  Clinique  held  in  the  Dis- 
pensary of  the  College,  by  the  Faculty  of  the  Miami  Medical 
College,  which  will  be  very  profitable. 

The  number  of  patients  prescribed  for,  is  large  and  among 
them  a  great  variety  of  disease  is  to  be  seen.  We  feel  confident 
that  no  student  will  regret  the  time  spent  at  the  Institute. 
We  would  direct  those  interested,  to  the  card  in  our  advertising 
sheet.  f 


MONTHLY   CHAT. 


Medical  Society  of  Jay  Co,,  Indiana, — We  have  received  the 
constitution,  fee-bill,  etc.,  of  this  society,  from  the  secretary,  Dr. 
E.  M.  Morrison.  It  is  an  excellent  constitution.  The  fee-bill 
may  be  properly  adapted  to  the  locality,  but  in  some  respects  it 
appears  to  be  too  low.  For  instance,  attendance  in  natural  labor 
is  put  at  $4  to  $6 ;  use  of  forceps,  $5  to  $10.     The  former  should 
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be  $5  to  $10,  and  the  latter  from  $10  to  $20,  in  any  community. 
We  are  promised  contributions  from  this  society,  and  anticipate 
something  valuable,  from  the  spirit  which  characterizes  its 
commencement,  and  the  known  zeal  and  standing  of  its  mem- 
bers. ^ 

Medical  'Society  of  Putnam  Co.^  Indiana. — ^Our  friend  Dr. 
Lynch,  of  Greencastle,  has  forwarded  us  the  constitution,  regu- 
lations, scale  of  fees,  membership,  etc,  of  this  association.  It 
holds  quarterly  meetings,  and  the  regulations  of  the  society,  if 
faithfully  observed,  can  not  but  prove  highly  profitable.  We 
notice  one  rule  makes  it  the  duty  of  every  member  to  keep  a 
record  of  important  cases  —  age,  sex,  temperament,  etc.,  of 
patients  —  type,  symptoms,  duration,  etc.,  of  disease — post  mor- 
tem appearances,  when  a  post  mortem  is  practicable,  and  render 
these  reports  to  the  society.  We  also  note  a  rule  for  a  hlachiist 
Both  these  societies  adopt  the  Code  of  Ethics  of  Am.  Med.  Assoc. 
Success  to  them,  and  all  other  societies  founded  on  the  proper 
basis.  \ 

The  Medical  Independent, — ^We  have  received  the  first  number 
of  a  new  medical  journal,  with  this  title,  published  by  Elwood 
&  Co.,  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  edited  by  Drs.  Goadby,  Kane,  and 
Sobinson.  Every  department  of  the  specimen  number  before  us 
bears  evidence  of  earnest  industry  and  vigor.  We  do  not  know 
what  may  be  the  particular  necessity  for  a  new  medical  journal 
in  the  Peninsular  State — these  are  matters  that  the  profession 
there,  we  presume,  will  judge  of,  and  support  accordingly. 

The  Faculty  of  the  Miami  Medical  College,  after  a  special 
examination,  elected  Drs.  Jas.  C.  Welles,  of  Indiana,  and  Jno.  A. 
Thaeker,  of  Ohio,  both  of  the  graduating  class,  as  the  Besident 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  St  John's  Hotel  for  Invalids,  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

The  Faculty  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  appointed  Drs. 
Moore,  Sharpe,  and  Hobday,  the  Kesident  Physicians  of  the  Com- 
mercial Hospital. 

Delegates  to  Am.  Med.  Association. — At  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Medico-Chirurg.  Society,  of  this  city,  held  March  7th,  the 
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following  gentlemen  were  elected  delegates  to  the  Am.  Med. 

Association : 

Prof.  Jno.  F.  White, 

Dr.  J.  Bird  Smith, 

Dr.  W.  H.  MussEY, 

Prof,  J.  P.  JUDKINS. 

Professors  Mossey  and  Mendenhall  have  been  appointed  the 
delegates  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Miami  Med.  College. 

Qumdr}f%  and  Bacon^s  Mercantile  College. — Certificates  of 
scholarship  may  be  had,  for  either  of  these  valuable  and  popular 
schools,  by  application  to  the  publisher  of  the  Observer — at  a 
reasonable  discount. 

Db,  Plummer's  article  on  "  Clergymen  and  Physicians  "  has 
excited  considerable  interest  among  our  readers ;  we  have  received 
several  communications  in  reply,  one  of  which,  that  of  Dr.  Parvin, 
of  Indianapolis,  will  be  read  with  interest ;  one  or  more,  perhaps, 
will  have  a  place  next  month. 

Transactions  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society"  for  1855. — The 
Proceedings  and  Transactions  of  our  State  Med.  Soc.,  held  last 
year  at  Zanesville,  have  just  been  received.  We  have  not  had 
time  as  yet  to  give  it  more  than  a  cursory  examination,  though 
we  have  re-read  the  proceedings  carefully,  and  looked  through 
some  of  the  papers.  The  Report  of  Prof  Lawson  on  Practice,  ii 
full  and  able.  Dr.  Gordon's  paper  urges  the  value  of  quinine 
in  cholera.  In  Prof  Armor's  brief  Report  on  Medical  Literature, 
we  find  several  very  valuable  suggestions ;  for  instance,  as  an 
element  of  better  teaching,  he  proposes,  that  "  Preceptors  should 
require  frequent  written  communications  from  their  pupils,  in 
order  that  they  may  cultivate  systematic  habits  of  thought,"  ete. 
We  shall,  perhaps,  recur  to  these  Transactions  again.  We  regard 
it  as  very  unfortunate  that  the  Committee  of  Publication  are 
compelled  to  defer  putting  them  to  press  so  long  after  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Society.  For  this,  we  understand,  the  members  are 
to  blame,  in  withholding  their  dues.  Local  societies  will  bear  in 
mind  that  the  next  meeting  will  be  held  in  Columbus  the  first 
Tuesday  of  next  June.  % 
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American  Medical  AjMociaiian. — The  Nintli  Annual  Meeting 
of  the  American  Medical  Association  will  be  held  in  the  City  of 
Detroit,  Michigan,  on  Tuesday,  May  6th,  1866. 

The  secretaries  of  all  societies  and  other  bodies  entitled  to 
representation  in  the  Association,  are  requested  to  forward  to  the 
undersigned  correct  lists  of  their  respective  delegations,  as  soon 
as  they  may  he  appointed ;  and  it  is  earnestly  desired,  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Arrangements,  that  the  appointments  be  made  at  as 
early  a  period  as  possible. 

The  following  extracts  are  from  Article  2d  of  the  Constitution : 

"  Each  local  society  shall  have  the  privilege  of  sending  to  the 
Association  one  delegate  for  every  ten  of  its  regular  resident 
members,  and  one  for  every  additional  fraction  of  more  than  half 
this  number. 

"  The  Faculty  of  every  regularly  constituted  Medical  College, 
or  chartered  school  of  medicine,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  send- 
ing two  delegates.  The  professional  staff  of  every  chartered  or 
municipal  hospital,  containing  a  hundred  patients  or  more,  shall 
have  the  privilege  of  sending  two  delegates ;  and  every  other 
permanently  organized  medical  institution,  of  good  standing, 
shall  have  the  privilege  of  sending  one  delegate. 

"  Delegates  representing  the  Medical  Staff  of  the  United  States 
Army  and  Navy  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Chiefs  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  Medical  Bureau.  The  number  of  delegates  so  appointed 
shall  be  four  from  the  army  medical  oflScers,  and  an  equal  num- 
ber from  the  navy  medical  officers.'' 

The  latter  clause,  in  relation  to  delegates  from  the  army  and 
navy,  was  adopted  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Association  held  in  New  York,  in  May,  1853. 

WILLIAM  BRODIE,  M.  D.,  Detroit,  MicL, 

One  of  the  Secretaries. 

As  supplemental  to  the  above  regulations  in  the  admission  of 
delegates,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  at  the  meeting 
held  in  Philadelphia,  in  May  last : 

Resolved,  That  no  State  or  local  society  shall  hereafter  be 
entitled  to  representation  in  this  Association  that  has  not  adopted 
its  Code  of  Ethics. 

Resolved,  That  no  State  or  local  society  that  has  intentionally 
violated  or  disregarded  any  article  or  clause  in  the  Code  of  Ethics, 
shall  any  longer  be  entitled  to  representation  in  this  body. 

Resolved,  That  no  organization  or  institution  entitled  to  repre- 
sentation in  this  Association  shall  be  considered  in  good  standing, 
which  has  not  adopted  its  Code  of  Ethics. 

[Eds.  Observer.] 
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MONTHLY   SUMMARY. 


On  the  treatment  of  HcemoptysiB,  By  M.  Aran. — M.  Aran 
agrees  with  those  who  entirely  condemn  the  employment  of 
blood-letting  in  the  treatment  of  haemoptysis,  as  it  only  tempo- 
rarily arrests  the  bleeding,  while  it  is  dangerous,  owing  to  the 
debility,  and  increased  susceptibility  to  the  intercurrent  aflfeo- 
tions  it  gives  rise  to.  He  has,  for  some  time  past,  been  engaged 
in  testing  the  efficacy  of  the  various  haemostatic  agents  employed 
in  haemoptysis ;  and  in  this  paper  he  gives  the  results  of  his 
observations.  He  considers  the  essence  of  turpentine  a  most 
valuable  remedy,  given  in  doses  of  from  10  to  30  drops  every 
hour,  either  in  a  spoonful  of  water,  or  mixed  up  with  magnesia, 
as  a  bolus.  Marked  amendment  usually  occurs  in  a  few  hours, 
and  in  from  twenty-four  to  thirty-six  hours  the  bleeding  ceases. 
It  is  less  suitable  for  young  or  plethoric  subjects  with  febrile 
action,  than  in  weak  cachectic  individuals,  exhibiting  atonic  charac- 
teristics. Ergot  of  rye  and  ergotine  are  far  less  efficacious  ;  but 
chloride  of  sodium,  given  in  doses  of  1  to  2 J  drachms,  proves 
very  efficacious  in '  some  cases,  and  has  the  advantage  of  being 
always  at  hand.  Among  the  astringents,  tannin,  and  especially 
gallic  acid,  are  to  be  recommended ;  the  latter,  while  quite  as 
efficacious,  does  not  exert  the  same  desicating  effect  upon  the 
tissues,  or  induce  the  obstinate  constipation  produced  by  tannin. 
As  a  mean  dose,  M.  Aran  gives  15  centigrammes  (a  centigramme 
is  4  grain)  every  hour  or  alternative  hour.  He  has  had  little 
experience  in  the  use  of  emetic  and  nauseating  remedies  ;  but  in 
three  cases  in  which  veratrine  was  employed,  the  bleeding  ceased 
as  if  by  enchantment.  This  class  of  remedies,  indeed,  would 
deserve  to  stand  in  the  first  class  of  haemostatic  agents,  were 
there  not  others  possessing  like  efficacy,  and  yet  not  giving  rise 
to  the  painful  nausea  these  produce.  M.  Aran  has  derived  great 
advantage  from  the  combined  use  of  digitalis  and  nitre.  In 
ordinary  cases,  he  gives,  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  30  centi- 
grammes of  digitalis,  and  IJ  gramme  (a  gramme  is  15  grains) 
of  nitre,  divided  into  four  doses  ;  but  in  very  severe  cases,  these 
doses  may  be  very  much  increased,  so  that  the  digitalis  has  been 
given  to  the  extent  of  \^  gramme,  and  the  nitre  to  4  grammes, 
withont  injuriously  affecting  the  action  of  the  heart,  while  the 
effect  produced  on  the  hemorrhage  has  been  remarkable.  Its 
arrest  never,  however,  takes  place  so  suddenly,  under  the  use  of 
these  medicines,  as  when  turpentine  or  gallic  acid  is  employed. 
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In  abandant,  bnt  not  immediately  dangerous  hemorrhage,  we 
can  choobe  among  any  of  the  above-mentioned  means.  In  ex- 
tremely abundant  hemorrhage,  we  must  arrest  the  flow  as 
speedily  as  possible,  by  agents  which  do  not  depress  the  powers 
of  the  economy  too  much,  and  which  are  not  too  slow  in  their 
operation.  Neither  ergot,  acetate  of  lead,  nor  alum,  is  sufficient 
to  meet  the  danger.  Turpentine,  gallic  acid,  chloride  of  sodium, 
or  nitre  with  digitalis,  can  alone  be  trusted  ;  but  the  necessity  of 
increasing  the  dose,  with  the  intensity  of  the  hemorrhage,  may, 
perhaps,  render  the  chloride  of  sodium,  and  especially  the  nitre 
and  digitalis,  dangerous,  through  the  possibility  of  the  produc- 
tion of  a  too  groat  depression  oi  the  heart's  action.  It  is,  there- 
fore, to  gallic  acid,  or  turpentine,  that  we  must  chiefly  trust  in 
these  severe  cases ;  and  we  must  not  limit  ourselves  to  their 
employment,  but  also  endeavor  to  procure  a  temporary  arrest  of 
the  hemorrhage  by  ligatures  to  the  limbs,  and  the  application  of 
ice  to  the  chest,  allowing  the  means  employed  internally  to  con- 
solidate this  temporary  cure. — Med.  Times  and  Oaz,,  Jan.,  1856, 
from  Oaz.  H6p.,  1855. 

Apparatus  far  Fracture  of  the  Clavicle. — ^The  indications  of 
treatment  of  fracture  of  the  clavicle  require  an  apparatus  which 
will  restore  the  outer  fragment  to  the  original  line  of  continuity 
of  the  bone,  by  restoring  to  the  shoulder  that  support  which  the 
sound  bone  had  given  to  it.  The  direction  of  that  support  is  in 
the  natural  line  of  the  clavicle,  upward,  backward,  and  outward. 

If  the  shoulder,  and  with  it  the  outer  fragment,  be  thus  sup- 
ported, the  tendency  to  displacement,  with  the  exception  of  the 
slighter  lateral  displacing  causes,  will  be  overcome.  An  appa- 
ratus fulfilling  these  indications  should  also  be  capable  of  steadily 
retaining  its  position  without  disposition  to  slip  or  yield;  com- 
fortable during  a  protracted  confinement  of  the  shoulder  and 
limb  ;  applicable  to  varied  circumstances  of  fracture,  and  simple 
in  its  construction. 

The  following  is  the  description  given  by  Dr.  Levis  of  his  appa- 
ratus : 

It  consists  of  a  short,  firm  pad  in  the  axilla,  by  which  the 
shoulder  is  held  from  the  side,  and  over  which,  as  a  fulcrum,  the 
elbow  is  drawn  to  the  side.     To  the  front  and  back  of  the  axillary 

Ead  are  fastened  straps,  which  pass  directly  upwards,  and  are 
uckled  to  a  wide  main  supporting  band,  which  passes  from  the 
shoulder  across  the  upper  part  of  the  back,  and  over  the  shoulder 
of  the  sound  side,  and  terminates  on  the  front  of  the  chest. 

By  this  means  the  shoulder  is  supported,  and  the  pad  immova- 
bly held  high  in  the  axilla,  where  its  pressure  can  be  more 
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conveniently  borne  tlian  when  itsiridest  part  compresses  the  brachial 
nerves  and  vessels  lower  down  ;  besides,  a  better  leverage  is  thus 
given  to  the  arm  over  the  pad. 

To  the  front  end  of  the  wide  supporting  band  is  suspended  a 
sling,  by  which  the  elbow  is  supported.  On  the  back  of  the  sling, 
at  a  short  distance  above  the  point  of  the  elbow,  a  strap  is  attached, 
which  passes  obliquely  across  the  back,  and,  coming  in  front,  and 
under  the  sound  arm,  is  buckled  to  the  main  supporting  band. 
The  action  of  this  strap  is  to  draw  the  elbow  to  the  side,  at  the  same 
time  supporting  it,  and  its  opposite  attachment  in  front  prevents 
the  tendency  of  the  wide  band  to  ride  upward  and  press  uncom- 
fortably on  the  superficial  vessels  of  the  neck. 

By  this  combination,  united  so  as  to  form  one  continuous  piece, 
requiring  no  extra  bandage  over  it,  the  shoulder  is  firmly  held 
in  the  proper  direction  without  any  risk  of  yielding  or  slipping  of 
the  apparatus,  and  so  secure  that  the  most  restless  patient  can 
not  disarrange  it. 

In  adjusting  the  apparatus,  the  arm  is  passed  through  the 
opening  above  the  pad,  the  wide  band  thrown  across  the  opposite 
shoulder,  the  elbow  placed  in  the  sling,  and  the  long  strap  attached 
to  the  back  of  the  sling  brought  round  in  front. 

In  removing  it  from  the  patient,  it  is  only  requisite  to  loosen 
the  long  back  strap  which  draws  in  the  elbow,  by  unbuckling  it 
at  its  front  attachment.  The  other  straps  need  never  be  removed 
from  the  buckles. 

The  apparatus  may  be  made  of  any  strong  material,  as  web- 
bing, drilling,  or  soft  leather.  The  width  of  the  wide  band 
should  be  from  two  to  four  inches.  The  straps  which  press  upon 
the  surface  were  slightly  padded  in  the  apparatus  as  the  writer 
has  used  it,  but  this  may  not  always  be  essential,  and  temporary 
pads  might  be  placed  if  the  pressure  should  become  anywhere 
uncomfortable.  Thus  constructed,  it  can  be  very  speedily  pre- 
pared at  an  emergency,  and  buttons  and  button-holes  might  even 
take  the  place  of  buckles. 

The  limited  opportunities  of  the  writer  have  not  given  very 
many  occasions  for  the  application  of  the  apparatus,  but  its  use 
was  in  those  cases  so  satisfactory  as  to  induce  him  to  oflfer  a  notice 
of  it,  feeling  the  value  of  any  improvement  in  the  treatment  of 
a  fracture  acknowledged  to  be  more  frequent,  more  diflScult  of 
retaining  a  correct  apposition,  and  more  generally  followed  by 
deformity,  than  any  other. — Am.  Jour,  of  the  Med.  Sciences. 

EmpreBB  of  the  French. — The  pregnancy  of  the  Empress  of  the 
French  is  an  event  scarcely  second  to  any  of  the  present  age  in 
importance,  not   only  to  the  destinies  of  France,  but  to  the 
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interests  of  Europe,  and  the  world  at  large.  Sinister  mmors  have 
been  set  afloat  in  Paris  by  those  disaffected  to  the  Bonapartist 
dynasty ;  and  it  is  in  the  highest  degree  imperative,  that  the 
gestation  of  her  Imperial  majesty,  and  the  birth  of  a  direct  heir 
to  the  Empire,  should  receive  the  highest  scientific  attention,  and 
be  watched  with  the  greatest  and  most  impartial  assiduity.  We 
alluded  to  this  subject  in  the  last  number  of  The  Lancet ;  and 
we  are  informed  on  good  authority,  that  Dr.  Locock  wishes  it  to 
be  mentioned,  that  certain  of  the  points  referred  to  by  our  **  Cor- 
respondent," are  not  entirely  correct.  The  Empress  was  in  this 
country  in  April  last,  and  we  believe  Dr.  Locock  was*  consulted  at 
that  time  ;  and  he  was  subsequently  summoned  to  the  Palace  of 
the  Tuilleries.  The  Empress  Eugenie  did  not  become  pregnant 
until  the  last  week  in  June.  Dr.  Locock  was  first  consulted  in 
this  country,  and  he  then  attended  a  consultation  of  distinguished 
physicians  and  surgeons  in  Paris  before  that  auspicious  event 
occurred.  Dr.  Locock  has  not  yet  been  requested  to  attend  at 
the  approaching  accouchement  of  the  Consort  of  Napoleon  IIL; 
he  has  not,  therefore,  declined  to  attend.  There  are  reasons  of 
State,  in  France,  for  and  against  his  attendance,  but  if  his  presence 
should  be  called  for,  we  do  not  see  why  Dr.  Locock  should  refuse 
his  services. — London  Lancet. 

Expulsion  of  Tcenia  by  Pumpkin  Seeds. — I  am  indebted  to  Dr. 
H.  B.  Sherman,  of  this  city,  for  the  following  case : — A  child, 
aged  eighteen  months,  was  presented  to  him  for^  advice,  having 
glandular  disease  of  the  neck,  tumid  abdomen,  unhealthy  coun- 
tenance, and  symptoms  which  led  him  to  suspect  the  existence  of 
tape  worm.  This  impression  was  confirmed  by  seeing  fragments 
of  the  worm  which  had  been  obtained  from  the  fecal  discharges. 
He  accordingly  prepared  a  gill  of  emulsion  from  two  ounces  of 
pumpkin  seeds,  which  the  child  took  on  the  24th  of  January, 
1855,  followed  after  three  hours  with  castor  oil.  In  two  hours 
more,  a  tape  worm  was  discharged,  measuring  full  fifteen  feet 
in  length.  At  the  time  of  this  report,  a  few  weeks  since,  the 
child  was  in  excellent  health,  with  no  signs  of  a  return  of  the 
verminous  disorder. 

Miss  W.  applied  to  me  in  December  last  to  be  treated  for  tape 
worm.  On  the  30th  of  December,  at  5  o'clock  A.  M.,  she  took 
eight  ounces  of  pumpkin  seed  emulsion,  and  in  three  hours  after 
she  had  three  tablespoonfuls  of  castor  oil.  The  medicine  operated 
between  3  and  4  o'clock,  p.  M.  The  worm  was  voided  in  the  first 
operation,  and  measured  eighteen  and  a  half  feet  in  length.  A 
few  days  after,  the  remedy  was  repeated,  as  an  experiment,  but 
no  further  indications  of  taenia  were  obtained. 
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The  advantages  of  the  method  employed  in  the  above  cases 
are  obvious.  It  is  simple,  mild,  and  efficacious.  To  avoid  dis- 
appointment in  prescribing  for  tape  worm,  a  few  points  must  be 
attended  to.  Patients  are  often  suspected  of  having  tape  worm, 
from  subjective  symptoms  only.  These  are  not  sufficient,  and  the 
failure  of  a  remedy  in  such  cases  is  presumptive  proof  that  the 
diagnosis  was  wrong.  The  physician  should  in  all  cases  insist 
upon  ocular  demonstration,  which  can  easily  bo  obtained,  since 
portions  of  the  worm  are  habitually  voided  by  those  who  are 
infested  with  this  parasite.  The  medicine  also  should  be  pro- 
perly prepared  and  administered.  For  the  convenience  of  those 
who  have  not  a  formula  at  hand,  the  following  directions  may  be 
of  service  :  Bruise  three  ounces  of  pumpkin  seeds  thoroughly  in 
a  mortar  ;  add  cold  water,  and  beat  the  seeds  with  it  intimately, 
until  by  expression  and  straining  they  yield  eight  ounces  of 
emulsion.  Let  the  patient  take  the  above  quantity  in  the  morn- 
ing, fasting,  and  follow  it  in  two  or  three  hours  with  a  full 
cathartic  dose  of  castor  oil.  Cold  water  is  to  be  allowed,  if 
desired,  as  a  beverage,  but  no  food  should  be  taken,  until  after 
the  operation  of  the  purgative, — W.  W.  Ely,  in  Boston  iled.  and 
Surg.  Journal. 

The  Preparation  of  Blue  Pill  and  Orey  Powder. — The  prepara- 
tion of  these  two  most  important  articles,  when  the  directions  of 
the  Pharmacopoeia  are  strictly  followed,  is  a  very  tedious  process  ; 
so  much  so  that  most  druggists  generally  order  them  from  a 
wholesale  house,  not  thinking  it  worth  their  while  to  compound 
their  own.  Now  that  a  new  Pharmacopoeia  is  under  consideration, 
and  every  one  expected  to  give  a  hint  or  two  if  possible,  I  am 
induced  to  give  my  mode  of  manipulation,  as  I  am  not  aware  of 
its  being  followed  by  any  one  else.  A  most  intimate  and  perfect 
division  of  the  metal  is  effected  in  a  very  short  time,  and  with 
comparatively  little  trouble,  and  with  this  recommendation,  that 
the  ingredients  are  in  every  respect  the  same  as  the  Pharma- 
copoeia formula. 

Pil  Hydrarg. — To  make  this,  I  triturate  the  mercury  with  the 
powdered  liquorice  (adding  a  small  quantity  of  distilled  or  rose 
water)  till  the  globules  are  quite  imperceptible  ;  the  confection  of 
roses  is  next  added  and  all  well  mixed.  The  rapidity  with  which 
the  liquorice  **  kills  "  the  mercury  is  really  astonishing  to  one 
accustomed  to  the  old  way  of  rubbing  the  metal  with  the  con- 
serve. It  forms  a  perfectly  homogeneous  mass  of  a  proper  pill 
consistence. 

Hydrarg.  cum  Oreta. — For  mixing  this,  I  first  put  the  mer- 
cury into  a  bottle  with  an  equal  weight  of  prepared  chalk,  and 
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well  shake  them  together  till  the  metal  is  invisible  to  the  naked 
eye,  which  takes  place  in  a  few  minutes.  I  then  turn  it  out  into 
a  large  Wedgwood  mortar,  and  rub  with  the  remainder  of  the 
chalk  till  the  globules  are  no  longer  visible.  The  time  consumed 
bj  these  modes  of  operation  is  so  short,  that  there  can  be  no 
excuse  for  any  one  not  preparing  their  own  blue  pill  and  grey 
powder,  which  it  is  obviously  their  duty  to  do,  especially  in  a 
more  exclusively  dispensing  establishment.  A  pound  of  blue 
piU  was  made  as  above  in  one  hour,  in  which  no  globules  were 
discoverable,  even  by  a  Coddington  lens. — ^W.  W.  Stoddakt,  M. 
D.,  in  Am.  Jour,  Pliar. 

Nitrate  of  Silver  as  a  Remedy  for  Burns, — I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  readers  of  the  Examiner  to  the  value  of  the 
nitrate  of  silver  as  an  application  to  bums  and  scalds.  I  have 
used  it  frequently,  both  in  deep  and  superficial  burns,  and  I  have 
been  equally  surprised  and  gratified  by  the  results.  The  advan- 
tages of  the  caustic  application  are  numerous.  It  furnishes  a 
complete  protection  to  the  inflamed  surface,  subdues  the  pain, 
arrests  the  serous  discharge,  changes  the  character  of  the  inflam- 
mation, promotes  a  speedy  cure,  and,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  pre- 
vents the  formation  of  those  ugly  cicatrices,  and  the  irregular  con- 
tractions of  the  skin,  which  so  often  occur  in  the  healing  of  burns. 

The  mode  of  application  is  simple.  In  superficial  burns  a 
strong  solution — 20  to  40  grains  of  the  nitrate  to  the  ounce  of 
water — should  be  applied  over  the  whole  surface  with  a  camel's 
hair  pencil ;  vesications  should  be  opened,  and  the  surface  care- 
fully wiped  dry  before  the  solution,  is  applied.  If  the  bum  is 
deep,  and  the  discharge  of  serum  abundant,  the  entire  surface  of 
the  ulcer  should  be  touched  lightly  with  the  solid  stick. — John 
WiLTBANK,  M.  D.,  in  Med.  Examiner, 

Plummer,  on  Phantom  Tumors, — In  the  early  part  of  my 
professional  career,  a  medical  friend  requested  me  to  visit  an 
"  obstetrical  case "  in  consultation  with  him.  He  stated  that 
labor  had  commenced  five  days  before  ;  the  pains  were  strong  and 
regular,  and  indeed  so  severe  that  the  patient  thought  she  could 
not  endure  them  much  longer ;  that,  (his  fingers  being  short,)  he 
could  barely  reach  the  os  uteri ;  and  that  he  thought  there  was 
no  dilatation,  after  the  pain.  His  patience  was  exhausted  in 
wearisome  waiting.  The  woman  (who  had  never  had  children) 
said  that  she  had  gone  more  than  a  month  beyond  her  time ;  and 
some  of  her  female  friends  in  attendance,  corroborated  the  pro- 
bability of  her  calculation,  by  reference  to  a  biblical  case  of  ten 
months'  gestation. 
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I  found  th(9  usual  pregnant  rotundity  of  the  aMomen ;  the 
cessation  of  the  catamenia ;  regular  and  Violent  expulsive  eflbrts  ; 
and  bowels  opened  daily.  There  was  clearly  no  dilatation  of  the 
OS  uteri.     The  case  was  perplexing. 

Kergaradec's  Memoir  sur  V Amcultation  appliquS  a  V^ude  de 
la  grassesse ''  had  not  been  published  many  years ;  but  instructed 
in  his  method  of  detecting  advanced  pregnancy  I  had  applied  the 
stethoscope,  by  way  of  information,  in  a  few  cases,  and  was  glad 
of  the  present  opportunity  of  again  testing  its  value. 

After  auscultating  in  the  most  thorough  manner  I  was  capable 
of,  I  could  detect  no  foetal  pulsations,  and  no  placental  sounds. 
I  therefore,  rather  rashly,  but  (but  fortunately  for  my  credit,  as 
it  proved),  correctly,  declared  that  she  was  not  pregnant. 

Happily,  also,  I  had  read  not  long  before  of  some  cases  in 
Ireland,  of  vast  fecal  accumulations,  notwithstanding  the  rectum 
was  emptied  every  day.  I  therefore  proposed  to  the  doctor,  to 
empty  the  bowels  by  a  thorough-going  cathartic,  and  see  what 
was  in  them.  He  readily  assented.  The  dose  was  given ; 
volumes  of  wind  and  abundance  of  fecal  matter  were  expelled ; 
the  abdomen  shrunk,  the  pains  ceased,  and  to  the  mortification  of 
the  would-be  mother,  the  surprise  of  the  doctor,  and  my  own 
gratification,  the  child  was  not  there. 

This  case  may  remind  the  reader  of  Prescott's  Philip  Second, 
of  the  pseudo-pregnancy  of  the  English  Queen  Mary,  who,  how- 
ever, died  dropsical. 

As  an  off-set  to  my  skill  in  the  foregoing  instance,  I  must  now 
relate,  though  rather  out  of  place,  a  case  which  soon  after  occur- 
red in  my  own  practice.  The  patient  had  ceased  child-bearing 
for  the  last  five  years,  but  now  believed  herself  to  be  in  labor. 
The  improbability  of  her  being  pregnant,  was  increased,  as  I 
thought,  by  the  os  tincie  being  nearly  out  of  reach ;  and  flushed 
with  my  success  in  the  case  just  narrated,  I  again  flourished  the 
stethoscope,  and  found  no  foetal  circulation,  no  placental  sound. 
♦*  I  should'nt  be  surprised,"  said  I  to  those  present,  **  if  there  is 
no  child  here."  In  the  evening,  they  sent  for  me  in  haste,  and 
I  delivered  the  woman  of  a  heidthy  infant,  much  to  the  diversion 
of  those  who  had  heard  my  remark  in  the  morning. 

I  had  intended  to  detail  some  other  cases  of  error  of  diagnosis 
in  abdominal  enlargements ;  but  I  find  I  have  already  written 
more  than  I  originally  designed  to,  and  therefore  submit  the  fore- 
going, without  addition,  to  the  young  practitioners  of  the  West. 
— Jmd.  Counselor. 

Remarkable  Case  of  Incontinence  of  Urine, — M.  Laurence  was 
called  to  see  an  old  man  in  much  distress  on  account  of  a  nocturnal 
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incontinence  of  urine,  which  had  continued  for  six  weeks.  On 
awaking,  he  had  found^himself  thoroughly  wetted  by  this  invol- 
untary flow.  This,  it  is  stated,  had  caused  him  to  have  very 
severe  rheumatic  pains  over  the  whole  side  upon  which  he  was  in 
the  habit  of  lying ;  usually,  he  had  no  difficulty  in  urinating, 
but  lately  there  had  been  some  trouble.  The  urine  was  cloudy 
with  red  sediment.  No  enlargement  of  the  prostate  gland  could 
be  detected  on  examination  by  the  rectum. 

The  cause  of  this  enurisis  not  being  very  clear,  M.  Laurence 
prescribed  the  following  mixture,  with  the  idea  that  it  might  be 
occasioned  by  want  of  contractility  of  the  muscular  fibres  of  the 
vesical  neck :  Tincture  of  the  sesqui-chloride  of  iron,  two  drachms ; 
balsam  copaiva,  one  drachm  ;  strychnine,  one  grain  ;  infusion  of 
cassia,  twelve  ounces.  The  physician  was  surprised  to  hear  that 
after  only  two  doses  of  the  above  preparation,  taken  on  the  same 
day,  the  incontinence  wholly  disappeared. — Oazeite  des  Sbpiiaux, 
Oct.,  1855. 

Reduction  of  a  Dislocated  Femur  without  Extension.  By  Mr. 
Cocke,  of  Qiiy^s  Hospital, — The  method  of  reducing  dislocation 
at  the  hip-joint  without  any  extending  force,  seems  to  be  growing 
into  favor.  We  notice  in  a  late  report  from  Guy's  Hospital,  that 
Mr.  Cocke,  of  that  institution,  had  succeeded  easily  in  reducing  a 
dislocation  on  the  dorsum  of  the  ilium  by  this  process,  after  all 
the  usual  means  had  utterly  failed. 

With  regard  to  the  direction  in  which  it  is  necessary  to  apply 
force  in  reduction  without  extension,  it  may  be  concisely  indicated 
in  the  formula — lift  up,  bend  out,  roll  in.  The  thigh  is  to  be 
flexed  on  the  pelvis,  and  the  operator,  taking  hold  of  the  patient's 
knee,  is  to  bend  it  outwards,  away  from  the  axis  of  the  body.  In 
that  position,  a  slight  rotatory  movement  is  to  bo  accomplished, 
and  the  head  of  the  bone  will  slip  into  place.  The  explanation 
of  the  success  of  these  movements  will  be  apparent  to  any^one 
who  is  familar  with  the  relative  positions  of  the  parts  implicated. 
Movements  modified  according  to  the  different  positions  taken  by 
the  femur,  and  which  will  readily  suggest  themselves  to  those 
possessing  anatomical  knowledge,  are  equally  effectual  with  the 
other  varieties  of  dislocation  at  the  hip.  One  principle  is,  that 
the  femur  is  made  to  constitute  a  powerful  lever  in  the  hands  of 
the  operator,  and  it  may  be  well  to  remark,  that  in  cases  in  which 
the  length  of  leverage  may  not  seem  suflicient,  the  difficulty  will 
be  at  once  met  by  using  the  whole  limb,  and  grasping  the  foot 
instead  of  the  knee. —  Virg.  Med.  and  Surg,  Journal 
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OBIGINAL    COMMUNICATIONS. 


Art.  L — Serpen  OircmcUus.    By  Jno.  T.  Elummbr,  M.  D.,  of 
Richmond,  Indiana. 

Thebe  is  a  variety  of  this  cutaneous  afiPection,  with  which  I 
have  been  familiar  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  but 
which  does  not  appear  to  be  generally  noticed  by  writers  on 
dermoid  diseases. 

A  translator  of  Oazenave  and  SchedeVa  Synopm,  says,  in  a 
note,  **  our  authors  do  not  appear  to  have  seen  "  it.  And  he  pro- 
oeeds  to  add,  that  the  eruption  '^  does  not  heal  with  the  disap- 
pearance of  the  first  vesicles,  but  continually  enlarges  by  the 
ajjpearance  of  fresh  vesicles  on  the  outer  margin ;  and  thus  the 
disease  often  proceeds  to  a  great  extent,  the  internal  part  of  the 
ring  healing,  while  the  ulcerous  B,ni  vesicular  circumference 
expands." 

This  increasing  expansion  is  often  perceptible  daily,  and 
reminds  one  of  the  enlarging  circle  occasioned  by  a  pebble  thrown 
into  a  pond  of  water. 

I  have  mostly  found  this  variety  of  ring-worm  on  the  wrists 
and  fingers.  The  vesicles  are  much  larger  than  those  of  the  ordi- 
nary Tierpes  circinatus^  and  are  filled  with  a  yellowish-white  (or, 
to  borrow  a  botanical  term,  ochro-leucous),  fluid.  I  have  never 
VOL.  I.,  NO.  V. — 13. 
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ieen  the  contents  of  the  resides  pellucid.  The  eruption  is  almost 
wholly  unattended  with  redness  of  the  neighhoring  integument, 
appears  without  any  ostensible  cause,  is  unaccompanied  by  consti- 
tutional symptoms,  and  is  attended  by  yery  slight  local  ones. 

One  or  more  vesicles,  first  make  their  appearance ;  others  are 
added  daily,  to  the  outer  margin  of  the  patch ;  the  central,  or 
original  ones,  begin  to  dry  up,  leaving  the  area  covered  with  thin 
white  exfoliations,  and  considerably  depressed  below  the  new  circle 
of  vesicles.  These  latter  characters  present,  in  some  cases,  to  the 
hasty  view  from  a  distance,  a  considerale  resemblance  to  Lepra 
vutgariBy  of  Willan. 

Wood  ("  Practice '')  correctly  describes  Serpes  circinatuSf  as 
usually  consisting  of  very  small  vesicles,  sometimes  requiring 
dose  examination  to  be  detected ;  and  as  planted  on  erythematous 
ground.  And  although  he  directly  afterward  speaks  of  a  variety 
which  continually  enlarges  its  borders,  it  would  appear  as  if  he 
had  not  seen  it,  for  he  does  not  modify  the  description  of  the 
vesides  in  this  form ;  and  it  is  evident  that  his  representation  of 
those  of  the  ordinary  ring-worm,  is  not  adapted  to  this  rarer  kind. 
He  also  says,  tliat  this  expanding  variety  sometimes  degenerates 
into  Herpes  exedens ;  not,  of  course,  that ''  cruel  disease ''  called 
Itupus  by  some,  and  phagedenic  herpes  by  others,  but  the  Bsrpes 
exegens  of  Good's  Nosology.  But  I  have  never  seen  it  assume  this 
eating,  or  deeply  ulcerative  character. 

There  is,  however,  a  superficial  ulceration  of  the  skin  described 
by  Wilson,  and  other  dermatologists,  under  the  name  of  Lwpas 
ejfedens,  which  bears  some  resemblance  to  the  expanding  herpes 
in  question.  "  It  is  remarkable,^'  says  Wilson,  "  for  its  perfectly 
circular  figure.  Now  and  then  it  appears  in  the  annular  form, 
leaving  a  circular  island  of  unaffected  skin.''  But  the  intractable 
nature  of  Lupus,  and  its  essentially  tubercular  character,  serve 
to  distinguish  the  two  affections. 

After  all,  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  circular  eruption  described 
by  the  translator,  cited  at  the  beginning  of  this  artide,  is  the 
same  as  that  I  have  endeavored  to  represent.  His  language 
ifl, ''  ulcerous  and  vesicular ; "  mine  '^  vesicular.''  His  disease 
"  occurs  in  warm  climates,"  and  is  probably  the  "  ulcerative  ring- 
worm of  Bateman/'  which  Dr.  Good  considers  a  modificatioii  of 
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his  Eephlym  herpes  exedensj  and  represents  it  as  of  tedious  and  dif- 
ficult cure,  and  "  limited  to  hot  climates."  Our  sero-purulent, 
expanding  ring-worm,  on  the  contrary,  continues  only  one  to  four 
weeks,  and  a  few  days  application  of  tincture  of  iodine  cures  it. 

Casb  of  Herpes  Circinatus. — As  an  illustration  of  that 
variety  of  ring-worm  which  I  have  already  described,  I  oflFer  the 
following  case : 

The  patient  was  a  young  farmer,  perhaps  twenty-four  years  of 
age,  in  excellent  health,  and  a  hard  worker.  He  discovered  seve- 
ral spots  of  an  eruption  on  the  inner  aspect  of  his  left  wrist 
But  little  attention  was  paid  to  the  afiPection,  for  some  time,  as  it 
was  attended  with  so  little  inconvenience. 

As  the  eruption  spread,  and  persisted  for  an  unexpected  length 
of  time,  he  applied  some  preparation  of  blood-root  {Sanguinaria 
Canadensis)  f  to  it,  but  finding  no  benefit  from  it,  he  called  on  me 
for  a  prescription. 

It  had  now  been  more  than  three  weeks  since  he  had  discovered 
the  affection.  When  he  first  exposed  it  to  view,  the  first  glance 
at  it,  at  a  little  distance,  impressed  me  with  the  idea  that  it  was 
a  case  of  lepra ;  but  a  nearer  approach  undeceived  me. 

The  margin  of  the  circles  was  elevated,  the  central  are^  appa* 
rently  depressed ;  and  being  covered  with  thin  white  exfoliations, 
within  the  circles,  the  eruption  was  well  calculated  to  suggest  to 
the  observer,  at  first  sight,  that  it  was  a  leprous  affection.  The 
size  of  the  circles,  their  coalescence  in  some  instances,  the  slightly 
red  surface  within  them  when  the  furfuraceous  scales  w^ere 
rubbed  off,  and  the  rugose  and  somewhat  tuberculous  appearance 
of  the  same  part,  in  some  of  the  rings,  only  added  to  the  resem* 
blance.  But  the  vesicular  character  of  the  rings,  and  the  easy 
curability  of  the  disease,  furnish  sufficient  means  of  distinguishing 
it  from  a  leprous  affection. 

The  tendency  in  the  vesicles  to  become  confluent,  makes  it  diffi- 
cult to  give  an  accurate  measure  of  their  size.  As  an  approxim* 
ation,  the  base  of  each  may  be  represented  as  rarely  exceeding  a 
line  in  diameter,  while  the  summit,  which  js  filled  with  the  very 
pale  yellow  fluid,  is  not  more  than  half  that  size.  Sometimes  tbs 
vesicles  so  coalesce,  as  to  form  almost  a  uniform  ring  of  fluid, 
covered  by  a  thin  film  of  cuticle. 
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I  do  not  know  that  tliis  affection  of  the  skin  is  more  liable  to 
oocar  at  one  season  of  the  year  than  another;  hat  according  to  my 
recollection,  I  have  never  found  it  in  those  persons  who  have 
passed  the  meridian  of  life. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  present  case,  I  dipped  a  camel's  hair 
pencil  in  the  tinctare  of  iodine,  and  swept  it  over  the  circle  of 
vesicles  twice  a  day,  covering  the  part  afterward  with  a  soft  rag. 
In  less  than  a  week,  I  dismissed  the  patient  cared. 

In  this  connection  I  may  as  well  remark,  that  after  I  had 
applied  the  iodine  several  times,  it  occurred  to  me  to  test  the 
communicability  of  the  eruption  by  means  of  *  the  fluid  of  the 
vesicles.  I  accordingly  charged  a  rather  dull  needle  by  punc- 
turing the  vesicles,  and  afterward  endeavored  to  insert  it  into  my 
wrist.  The  bluntness  of  the  instrument  made  it  too  painful  to 
introduce  it,  as  I  thought,  sufficiently  deep.  I  repeated  the  ope- 
ration in  six  different  spots,  the  results  of  which  are  herewith 
reported. 

Within  a  week  after  I  had  inserted  the  matter  from  the  vesicle, 
I  discovered,  out  of  six  punctures,  no  impression  was  made,  except 
in  two  places,  where,  at  this  time,  two  red  spots  appeared.  This 
was  on  the  12th  of  1st  month,  of  the  present  year.  On  the  13th, 
a  very  slight  inequality  of  the  reddened  surface  was  perceptible. 
On  the  14th,  vesicles  were  quite  distinct,  but  not  larger  than  the 
smallest  pin  head.  A  very  thin  film  of  cuticle  covered  the  fluid, 
which,  even  at  this  early  period,  was  not  limpid,  but  opake,  and 
giving  to  the  vesicle  a  very  pale  straw  color. 

The  vesicles  were  now  large  enough  to  be  punctured  with  a 
delicate  needle,  which  was  thus  charged  with  some  of  their  con- 
tents, and  inserted  in  three  places  on  the  same  wrist.  Neither 
these  punctures  nor  the  former  ones  were  sufficient  to  bring  blood. 

The  two  spots,  now  on  the  wrist,  have  been  circular  from  the 
beginning  of  their  appearance.  They  have  been  unattended  with 
any  morbid  sensation.  The  whole  area  of  the  circle  is  covered 
with  the  vesicles ;  but  the  marginal  ones  are  the  most  prominent, 
and  thus  give  an  annular  appearance  to  the  circumference,  and 
a  seeming  slight  depression  to  the  interior  of  the  ring. 

The  only  change  apparent  on  the  15th  was  an  exceedingly 
thin  desquamation  in  the  center  of  one  of  the  spots.    This  became 
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more  distinct  on  the  16th:  nothing  of  the  kind  was  apparent  in 
the  other  spot.  At  this  date,  there  was  no  increase  in  the  size 
of  the  vesicles ;  hut  the  two  spots  (which  were  near  each  other), 
had  coalesced,  and  formed  a  somewhat  oval  figure.  The  eruption 
now  manifested  the  slightest  possihle  degree  of  itching ;  the  red- 
ness continued,  and  the  boundaries  of  the  figure  were  evidently 
enlarged.  When  the  spots  were  first  seen,  they  were  one-fourth 
of  an  inch  in  diameter ;  on  the  16th,  they  were  four-tenths  of  an 
inch  wide,  and  the  length  of  the  coalesced  rings,  six-tenths  of  aiji 
inch. 

18th.  Vesicles  almost  undistinguishahle ;  the  spot  apparently 
flatter,  and  obviously  paler  red :  the  central  desquamation  con- 
tinues. 19th.  So  much  does  the  spot  present  the  character  of  a 
papulous  eruption,  to-day,  that  the  inexperienced  might  well  be 
excused  for  designating  it  as  such :  I  can  discover  no  vesicles,  by 
the  aid  of  the  best  magnifier  in  my  possession.  The  desquama- 
tion is  universal,  except  on  the  margin,  which,  on  the  20th,  is 
more  elevated,  appearing  to  be  cqmposed  of  papulae,  instead  of 
vesicles.  The  area  within  the  annulus  is  dark  red,  and  free  from 
eruption  of  any  kind.  The  new  ring  of  eruption  has  enlarged 
the  diameters  to  eight-tenths  in  the  transverse,  by  five-tenths  in 
the  conjugate  diameter. 

22d.  The  spot  is  again  of  a  paler  red,  as  on  the  18th.  Th^ 
margin  flatter,  and  (as  once  or  twice  before)  the  whole  has  the 
appearance  of  a  tendency  to  heal.  No  vesicles  are  visible,  except 
two  or  three  in  one  cluster,  which  are  of  a  yellowish-white  color, 
and  tolerably  distinct  in  size.  ^ 

23d.  The  little  cluster  of  yellowish-white  vesicles,  this  morn- 
ing, is  entirely  gone,  and  three  or  four  other  scarcely  preceptible 
vesicles  have'  appeared  in  another  part  of  the  ring.  There  is 
also  an  evident  preparation  going  on  in  the  margin,  for  another 
larger  circumference. 

24th.  Desquamation  continues  general,  and  the  surface  red, 
harsh,  and  inclined  to  crack. 

28th.  Since  the  last  date,  but  two  vesicles,  containing  as  before 
an  opaque  fluid,  have  made  their  appearance  ;  the  remainder  of 
the  eruption  has  been  distinctly  papulous. 

To-day  the  eruption  has  apparently  ceased ;  the  spot  is  reduced 
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to  tbe  general  lerel  of  ilie  Iicaltliy  skin,  and  nothing  remains 
bat  the  vestiges  of  the  desqaamation,  and  a  red  patch  bounded 
bj  the  last  ernptire  ring,  which  was  nine  and  a  half  tenths,  by 
seyen-tenths  of  an  inch  in  diameter. 

BEMAREa — The  foregoing  experiment  jHroves  condusirely  the 
contagions  nature  of  the  matter  inserted  into  the  skin.  Bat 
Wilson,  Bateman,  Cazenave,  Bieth,  and  all  other  dermatologists 
whose  writings  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  consult,  distinctly 
represent  herpes  circinatus  to  be  non-contagious.  Dr.  Grood  con- 
curs in  this  judgment,  but  uses  this  language :  **  Though  deemed 
contagious,  [it]  affords  no  real  ground  for  such  an  opinion.''  As 
he  cites  no  authors,  he  probably  refers  to  a  popular  belief  in  its 
contagiousness. 

The  reader  will  perceive  a  considerable  modification  of  the 
original  eruption  in  the  innoculated  case — the  former  being 
attended  with  very  distinct  vesicles,  the  latter  being  chiefly 
papular,  and  the  few  vesicles  present  being  minute.  The  rings 
of  the  former  were  much  larger,  and  the  eruption  much  longer 
protracted — ^my  eruption  lasting  only  sixteen  days.  In  this  con- 
nection I  will  observe,  that  I  have  had  no  cuticular  affection  of 
any  kind,  that  I  can  recal  to  mind,  since  my  early  childhood,  and 
that  from  frequent  exposure  to  various  contagious  eruptions  (as 
they  are  considered)  for  many  years,  I  have  esteemed  myself 
almost  insusceptible  to  their  impression,  in  the  usual  way  of 
impression. 

The  matter  inserted  on  the  14th  failed  to  produce  any  erup- 
tion. As  out  of  the  six  former  punctures  only  two  were  sucoesa- 
fal,  these  last  three  may  have  failed  from  imperfect  innoculation, 
as  the  other  four  did.  Or  ihe  matter  may  not  have  been  suffi- 
ciently matured,  or  the  skin  being  pre-occupied  by  the  first 
eruption,  may  not  have  been  impressible  by  the  second  innocu- 
lation. 

As  I  was  desirous  of  ascertaining  to  what  extent  the  spot 
would  enlarge,  and  how  long  the  eruption  would  continue,  I  made 
no  remedial  application  to  the  part  affected.  The  history  of  this 
case  is  therefore  free  from  all  the  modifying  influences  of  treat- 
ment, and  it  is  detailed  with  the  accuracy  of  a  daily  observation 
from  the  beginning. 
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The  reader  must  judge  for  bimself  whether  this  is  really  a 
variety  of  herpes  circinatuSt  or  a  heretofore  nondescript  eruption ; 
whatever  it  is,  it  is  unquestionably  contagious. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  our  writers  on  herpes  drcinatus  do  not 
distinctly  indicate  the  expanding  character  of  the  rings  of  tke 
common  ring-worm. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing,  taking  advantage  of  the  fluid  m. 
the  last  solitary  vesicle  which  appeared  in  my  arm,  I  inserted 
the  matter  in  seven  new  places  on  the  same  wrist.  Blood  appeared 
at  three  or  four  of  the  punctures. 

No  vesicles  followed  these  last  insertions,  but  to  my  surprise  a 
new  ring  of  vesicles  began  to  appear  in  the  margin  of  the  old 
patch,  and  ran  their  course  in  six  days.  It  is  now  more  than 
seven  weeks  since  the  last  vesicle,  thus  excited,  disappeared ;  and 
although  the  skin  at  the  seat  of  the  eruption  is  perfectly  natural 
to  appearance  in  all  other  respects,  there  remains  a  faint  brown 
discoloration  at  that  spot. 


Art.  n. — A  Itemarkahle  Case  of  Abstinence  from  Food.      By 
Dr.  Jno.  Harris,  of  Salem,  Columbiana  Co.,  Ohio. 

John  Wright,  aged  84  years,  six  feet  high,  well  proportioned, 
of  sanguino-bilious  temperament,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
miller  by  trade,  was  attacked  with  typhus  fever,  in  October. 
1839 — that  affection  being  epidemic  in  his  neighborhood  in 
Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  at  the  time  referred  to. 

Shortly  after  his  disease  commenced,  in  addition  to  the  symp- 
toms usual  in  that  malady,  he  lost  the  use  of  his  voice,  which 
was  ordinarily  strong,  so  that  he  could  not  speak  above  a  whisper. 
At  the  same  time  his  appetite,  which  previously  had  been  good, 
so  completely  left  him  that  for  sixtt/'five  consecutive  days  he  did 
not  swallow  an  ounce  of  food  of  any  kind,  though  frequently 
making  the  attempt,  and  having  no  lesion  of  the  organs  of 
deglutition,  nor  nausea  to  any  considerable  degree.  Jnstead 
of  having  an  appetite  for  food,  he  seemed  to  have  an  aver- 
sion to  it  in  any  form*     He  frequently  took  food  in  his  mouth,. 
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but  for  want  of  a  natural  relish  for  it  did  not  swallow  it^  though 
I  presume  he  could  have  done  so  without  active  pain.  Drinks 
containing  nutritious  substances  were  as  repulsive  to  his  stomach 
as  solid  food.  His  drink,  of  which  he  partook  freely,  was 
cold  water.  During  most  of  this  time,  although  the  weather 
was  temperate,  and  he  was  amply  supplied  with  clothing,  he 
complained  of  feeling  uncomfortably  cold. 

Our  subject,  a  man  of  extensive  reading,  and  general  intel- 
ligence, and  of  a  noble,  generous  disposition,  retained  his  memory 
and  other  intellectual  faculties  in  a  remarkable  degree  for  a  per- 
son of  his  age,  insomuch  that  he  kept,  with  the  exception  of  the 
last  two  days  of  his  life,  a  correct  computation  of  time  during 
his  whole  iUness. 

During  the  prevalence  of  the  epidemic  alluded  to,  most  of  the 
cases  in  his  vicinity,  of  which  there  were  some  thirty  that  season, 
were  wont  to  run  a  tedious  course  of  from  forty  to  ninety  days. 
Several  patients  became  partially  deaf.  Some  had  their  sight 
impaired,  while  symptoms  of  insanity  made  their  appearance  in 
others.  In  the  case  referred  to  above,  the  digestive  functions 
seemed  to  be,  in  a  great  degree,  suspended,  accompanied  with 
much  feebleness  of  the  circulatory  system,  which  probably  will 
account  for  the  coldness  of  which  he  complained. 


Art.  IIL — Clergymen  and  Physicians. — ^By  W.  L.  Schbnck,  M. 
D.,  Franklin,  Ohio. 

The  article  in  the  March  number  of  the  Observer^  under  the 
above  caption,  has,  I  think,  some  very  objectionable  features* 
However  much  the  practice  may  be  "  conten^plated  by  some  with 
feelings  of  disapprobation,^^  that  should  hardly  excuse  them  from 
injuring  through  misrepresentation  either  the  members  of  another 
profession  or  those  of  our  own.  The  clergy  are  represented  as 
imposing  themselves  upon  us,  demanding  gratuities,  requiring 
"  services  without  a  fee,"  and  "  labor  without  reward."  There 
may  be  such  individuals  among  them,  but  they  are  unworthy 
exceptions.    The  profession  which  administers  to  a  sin-poUuted: 
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soul  does  not  stultify  its  members  more  than  that  which  adminis* 
ters  to  a  corrupt  and  diseased  body,  and  surely  it  has  not  been 
fio  unfortunate  as  to  have  enter  its  peaceful  paths  only  such  as 
would  "  reap  where  they  have  not  sown/'  "  demand  labor  without 
reward."  It  is  generally  composed  of  honorable  men,  who  would 
scorn  to  "  exact  gratuities."  I  have  attended  a  number  of  clergy- 
men of  various  denominations,  and  never  yet  have  I  prescribed 
for  one  who  has  not  promptly  offered  to  pay  his  bill.  I  have 
never  yet,  knowingly,  rendered  any  gratuitous  services  to  the 
mere  "  teacher  of  creeds,"  and  if  I  choose  to  give  the  minister 
of  the  Gospel  his  bill,  it  is  my  private  donation,  and  no  man 
has  a  right  to  interfere,  or  charge  me  with  a  heathenish  venera- 
tion for  a  robe,  or  sinister  motives.  The  custom  may  have  existed 
in  the  dark  ages,  when  the  priests  were  all  doctors,  and  the 
doctors  were  all  priests.  Doubtless  this  double  tie  induced  some 
professional  courtesy.  But  I  presume  the  unwillingness  with 
whidi  the  priest  yielded  the  lancet  and  scalpel  to  the  barbers, 
caused  them  to  be  shaved  like  other  people.  Now  some  other 
reason  must  exist  for  giving  ministers  their  bills.  The  clerical 
profession  in  the  United  States  have  never  made  any  demand 
upon  us  for  gratuitous  services  —  not  a  single  denomination. 
The  character  of  the  mass  of  the  members  of  our  noble  profes- 
sion will  shield  them  from  the  charge  of  sinister  motives. 

The  practice,  I  presume,  originated  with  those  physicians  whose 
souls  have  been  warmed  at  the  altar  of  Christianity,  and  whose 
hearts,  glowing  with  love  to  God  and  man,  prompted  them  to 
give  Christ's  ministers  such  services  as  their  abilities  allowed. 
Such  men  do  not  consider  the  support  of  the  gospel,  and  the 
interests  of  their  souls,  mere  matters  of  barter  and  trade,  of 
which  they  may  keep  a  "  running  account."  They  know  they 
were  created  and  are  supported  by  the  goodness  and  mercy  of 
their  Heavenly  Father,  and  are  purified  by  the  blood  of  Christ, 
that  all  that  they  are,  or  hope  for,  is  of  God,  and  that  their 
best  gifts  to  his  cause  are  as  nothing  compared  with  his  goodness 
to  them ;  and  surely  they  might  be  allowed  to  prescribe  gratui- 
tously for  his  ministers  without  being  met  with  a  sneer,  or 
charged  with  unworthy  motives.  Perchance  there  were  others 
who,  desiring  to  obtain  the  influence  of  the  pastor  with  his  flook. 
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or  temng  to  be  considered  irreligioiis  er  pciiniioas,  make  bo 
darges  against  ministen  for  ikeir  mediffal  aerriees^  and  if  tliey 
tlins  make  costcnnarj  vitk  all  wbat  a  few  hare  practieed  fer 
righteonsneas'  sake,  thej  should  not  find  fault  with  the  cosiom. 
Neither  dioold  we  find  fanlt  with  them.  If  th^  do  their  alms 
to  he  seen  ci  men,  thej  shall  hare  their  reward.  If  any  <me 
looses  to  charge  the  dergj  for  his  senriees^  "  so  mote  it  he ; '' 
hat  let  us  avoid  diarging  them  with  offenses  which  thej  have 
merer  commifcted,  and  oar  brethren  with  a  wrongs  iriien  thej  are 
cbIj  exercisiag  a  right. 

[In  addition  to  the  article  of  Dr.  Schenck,  and  the  article  of 
Dr.  Parrin,  in  April,  in  reply  to  Dr.  Hammer,  we  haye  also 
reeeired  an  article  twm  Dr.  Sherman,  of  Indiana,  c^considerahle 
merit,  bat  we  find  it  so  essentiallj  identical  in  argument,  and  eren 
in  some  of  its  illostraticHis,  with  the  article  of  Dr.  Panrin,  that 
we  have  decided  to  withhold  it  fi)r  the  pres^it.  Dr.  S.  daimsi 
that  the  clerical  profession  hare  made  no  ^demands''  npon 
medical  men ;  that  they  have  made  a  generoas  and  life-tender  of 
Tolantary  service  to  medical  men  and  all  the  world ;  and  that 
the  usages  of  the  profession  are  but  a  slight  return  of  the  self- 
dmial  of  the  minister  of  the  gospel — a  voluntary  ofifer  and  self- 
denial  that  no  other  profession  or  calling  has  ever  made.  Dr.  S. 
expresses  an  anxioas  ^^  desire  to  preserve  in  good  repute  our 
noble  profession  by  exciting  to  acts  of  common  genrarosity  and 
benevolence,  carefully  avoiding  the  practice  of  living  alone  for 
selfish  gratificatiim.'' — Ed6.  Obskbysr.] 


» ♦•^  » 


Art.  IV. — Surgical  Case^  Jjf  W.  H.  Mussby,  M.  D.     Cote  of 
,^Jf ,  Hiypi  of  the  Lcarynx  cured  by  Operation. 

'    In  November,  1854,  F.  F ,  a  boy  of  two  years  and  four 

months,  had  an  attack  of  croup  which  lasted  ^  several  days,''  and 

the  voice  was  not  regained  for  *'  some  weeks ''  after  the  paroxysm. 

Daring  the  six  months  following,  had  frequent  parosjsms  of 

difficulty  of  breathing,  when  in  May,  1855,  he  was  attacked  willi 

searlet  fever,  and  was  sick  four  weeks,  since  which  the  voice 
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not  been  above  a  whisper ;  the  difficulty  of  breathing  gradually 
increased  so  that  the  child  has  been  unable  to  sleep  but  a  few 
minutes  at  a  time  since  June.  So  great  was  the  difficulty  in 
respiration  that  in  August  a  very  notable  change  had  taken  place 
in  the  form  of  the  chest. 

Nov.  7,  1855. — The  preceding  is  as  definite  a  history  as  the 
parents  can  give.  At  this  date  the  child  is  very  much  emaciated, 
and  the  countenance  livid.  Bespiration  is  distressingly  difficult, 
inspirations  labored  and  short,  expirations  prolonged,  vesicular 
murmur  scarcely  perceptible.  The  lungs  appear  to  be  in  almost 
a  complete  state  of  collapse,  and  the  chest  is  very  much  con- 
tracted, especially  the  lower  portion.  The  ensiform  cartilage  and 
lower  portion  of  the  sternum  and  the  cartilage  of  the  ribs  are  so 
depressed  as  to  appear  to  lie  upon  the  spine.  The  patient  is 
unable  to  sleep  but  a  few  moments  at  a  time. 

In  consultation,  the  conclusion  was,  that  there  was  a  chronic 
inflammation,  with  thickening  of  the  tissues  of  the  larynx,  though 
it  was  suggested  that  there  might  be  a  morbid  growth  within. 
The  treatment  ordered  was,  the  external  application  of  croton 
oil,  and  administration  of  half  a  drachm  every  six  hours  of  the 
following  mixture : 

9  Iodide  of  potassium,  16grs., 

Extract  belladonna,  lgr„ 
Fluid  extract  of  valerian,  l3. 
Sirup  squills,  13.      Mixed. 

For  one  week  the  patient  improved  slightly,  but  on  the  night 
of  the  16th  he  was  seized  with  a  violent  paroxysm,  and  appa- 
rently nearly  expired.  By  the  time  I  had  reached  his  bedside 
he  was  somewhat  relieved  and  the  parents  would  not  give  their 
consent  to  the  operation  of  tracheotomy,  which  I  proposed.  In 
the  morning,  however,  the  case  became  so  urgent  that  consent 
was  gained,  and  I  proceeded  to  operate.  The  vessels  of  the 
larynx  were  greatly  distended,  the  thyroid  veins  being  as  large 
as  the  external  jugular  ordinarily  is,  and  the  arteries  proportion- 
ally distended.  An  anostumosis  of  the  thyroid  arteries  was  so 
large  that  I  applied  two  ligatures  and  divided  it  between  them. 
When   all  hemorrhage  Had  ceased,  the  section  of  the  cricoid 


"V^ 


204  Origmal  OommunieaikmM.  [l^Tf 

cartilage  and  two  wings  of  the  trachea  sncoeeded,  and  a  doable 
canala  was  secured  in  the  incision.  While  examining  the  inferior 
portion  of  the  larynx,  I  found  that  it  was  filled  with  small  globa- 
nlar  excrescences  of  a  pearly  white  appearance,  and  the  qaestion 
of  immediate  extirpation  was  decided  negatirely,  inasmuch  as  the 
patient,  though  relieved,  was  greatly  prostrated,  for  the  lungs 
haying  been  so  long  time  collapsed,  seemed  capable  of  very  little 
expansion,  and  I  preferred  not  to  lessen  the  patient's  chances  for 
recovery.  For  four  days  the  operation  was  followed  with  great 
bronchial  irritation  and  a  very  copious  expectoration  of  mucus, 
rendering  it  necessary  to  dear  the  tube  firequently.  The  con- 
valescence  was  gradual  and  satis&ctory ;  at  the  end  of  four  weeks 
the  child  had  gained  in  flesh,  and  the  chest  had  resumed  its 
original  form. 

Dec.  19th. — I  proceeded  to  operate  for  the  removal  of  the 
obstructions  in  the  larynx.  In  order  to  prevent  any  obstruc- 
tion to  the  breathing,  I  allowed  the  tube  to  remain  in  the 
trachea,  turning  up  the  superior  portion  of  the  rim  at  a 
right  angle  to  its  plane,  and  placed  a  piece  of  rubber  tubing  in 
the  canula,  projecting  two  inches,  so  as  not  to  admit  the  passage 
of  blood  into  the  trachea.  Through  this  tube  chloroform  was 
administered ;  three  inspirations  were  sufficient  to  quiet  the  child, 
and  after  three  or  four  more,  I  proceeded  to  divide  the  integu- 
ments and  cicatrix  over  the  thyroid  cartilage..  When  the  bleed- 
ing had  ceased,  I  punctured  the  thyro-hyoid  membrane  and 
passed  a  grooved  director  firom  above  downwards,  slit  open  the 
cartilage  in  the  same  direction  and  withdrew  the  canula  firom  the 
trachea.  On  bringing  the  director  forward  through  the  opening 
in  the  cartilage,  the  space  was  crowded  with  a  number  of  pearly 
white  polypi,  spherical,  varying  from  one  and  a  half  to  two  lines 
in  diameter.  Eight  in  number  were  removed,  one  after  another, 
with  forceps ;  their  attachments  were  to  both  sides  of  the  larynx, 
as  high  as  the  inferior  vocal  cords.  The  points  of  origin  were 
cauterized  with  the  solid  nitrate  of  silver.  The  tumors  were 
gelatiniform,  invested  by  a  thin,  but  firm  fibrous  membrane. 

It  will  be  remarked  that  the  canula  remained  in  the  trachea 
thirty-two  days.  On  its  posterior  and  lateral  sides  was  a  fleshy 
growth  c(mtinuous  with  the  edges  of  the  wound,  in  aoBie  placet 


1866.]  LaryngthUhxch^omtf ;  dc.  205 

an  inch  in  extent,  that  was  cat  awaj,  and   the  edges  cauterized 
with  nitrate  of  silver. 

The  upper  part  of  the  wound  was  closed  with  adhesive  plaster, 
and  the  canula  left  for  three  days,  when  it  was  removed  alto- 
gether, and  the  wound  closed  up  kindly  in  the  space  of  twenty 
days.  I  saw  the  patient  six  weeks  later ;  he  was  in  perfect  health, 
and  had  not  the  slightest  difficulty  in  hreathing,  but  the  voice 
was  still  in  the  whisper. 

LaryngthTracheotomy  for  a  Foreign  Body. 

The  case  was  that  of  a  girl  four  years  of  age,  who  had 
inhaled  a  water-melon  seed  on  the  13th  of  August,  1855.  On 
the  20th  I  operated,  and  the  seed  was  expelled  through  the 
wound ;  there  was  slight  bronchial  irritation  for  a  couple  of  days, 
but  no  other  trouble  in  the  convalescence. 

Previous  to  operating,  I  tried  various  means  to  procure  the 
expulsion  of  the  foreign  body,  including  that  suggested  by  Pro- 
fessor Gross,  in  his  valuable  "  TreatiM  on  Foreign  Bodies  in  the 
Air  Passages,''  p.  192.  I  confess  that  I  had  little  hope  of  its  effi- 
ciency, but  wished  to  give  it  a  trial,  and  therefore,  after  adminis- 
tering chloroform,  as  the  patient  was  about  to  return  to  conscious- 
ness I  applied  yellow  snuflF  to  the  schneiderian  membrane,  but  it 
refused  to  be  tickled  till  nearly  five  minutes  after  complete  con- 
sciousness was  restored,  when  the  patient  sneezed.  The  diag- 
nosis in  this  case  was  easily  made;  there  was  evidence  of 
obstruction  to  the  entrance  of  air  into  the  left  bronchial  tube,  and 
on  inverting  the  body,  the  substance  was  heard  to  descend  toward 
the  larynx,  and  afterward  to  play  up  and  down  the  trachea. 


Death  resulting  from  the  Inhalation  of  a  Seed  of  the  Honey  Locust 

Tree. 

December  5,  1854. — Fanny  L ,  aged  three  and  a  third 

years,  about  the  first  of  October  had  several  seeds  of  the  honey 
locust  tree  in  her  mouth,  and  suddenly  swallowed  them.  There 
succeeded  difficulty  in  breathing,  with  a  paroxysm  of  coughing, 
which  subsided  after  a  few  hours.  The  paroxysms  returned  from 
time  to  time,  occasionally  with  great  severity.     At  this  time,  in 
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the  left  lang,  the  inspirations  were  prolonged  and  mde,  and  the 
expirations  almost  nolL 

As  there  was  not  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  presence  of  a  for- 
eign body,  iodide  of  potassium  was  prescribed,  which  relieved  the 
respiration  so  mnch  that  there  was  no  retom  q£  paroxysms,  and 
the  mother  returned  home  with  her  child  on  the  20th,  with  sug- 
gestions to  the  family  physician  as  to  the  procedure  in  case 
suffocation  should  threaten.  On  the  24th,  the  child  was  seized 
with  what  the  doctor  called  ''  croup  in  its  worst  form,"  and  in 
three  days  died,  unrelieved  of  the  obstruction.  The  pogi'inartem 
examination  revealed  a  honey  locust  seed,  much  swollen,  in  the 
larynx. 


TBAKSIiATIOirS. 


ABT.  T. — On  the  Absorbing  Ihwer  of  the  Ink9tiiuM  in  the  algid 
stage  of  Cholera,  by  Dr.  A.  JBirseh,  of  Dantzic.  Translated 
firwn  the  Grerman,  for  the  Observerj  by  Wm.  K&aitse,  M.  D.,  of 
CSndnnatL 

Thofgh  the  space  of  your  journal  does  not  permit  me  to  give 
a  full  report  of  A.  Hirsch's  elaborate  and  valuable  review  of  the 
epidemics  of  Cholera  during  the  last  few  years,  yet  I  beg  leave  to 
<^er  some  extracts  from  it,  which  even  now  may  be  worthy  of 
some  attention. 

Duchaussey,  as  many  others,  found  by  experiments  on  the  ex- 
ternal skin,  that  its  absorbing  power  is  entirely  lost  during  the 
latter  stage  of  Cholera.  He  applied  sinapisms  in  a  number  of 
cases,  which  did  not  redden  the  skin,  though  left  upon  it  above 
an  hour.  The  skin  felt  cool  and  clammy,  and  was  never  seen  to 
become  hot  and  reddened.  A  slight  rubefaction  became  percep- 
tible, after  the  skin  had  got  warm,  and  persisted  even  when  the 
skin  became  again  cooL  Vesicants  did  not  produce  blisters  even 
in  a  single  instance ;  the  skin  appeared  either  normal  under  the 
plaster,  or  somewhat  softened.  Huebbenet  evinced  the  loss  of 
absorbing  power  of  the  intestinal  membranes  by  chemical  le* 
searches.    He  administered  the  fernhcyanate  of  potassa  per  oa 
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and  never  sucoeeded  in  detecting  a  particle  of  it  after  death,  in  the 
blood  of  the  patient.  A  similar  series  of  examinations  made  at 
the  city  hospital  of  Dantzic  during  the  epidemics  of  1853,  led 
to  the  same  conclusion.  D.  followed  another  method,  which, 
though  less  reliable,  yet  is  worthy  of  noticing.  He  closely  watched 
the  effects  produced  upon  his  patients  by  active  drugs,  such  as 
quinine,  iodine,  belladonna,  and  nitrate  of  strychnia.  He  declares 
however,  the  results  of  his  observations  uncertain  with  regard  to 
quinine,  though  it  seems  remarkable,  that  a  patient  who  took  100 
grains  of  quinine  per  os  and  anum  within  48  hours,  did  not  per^ 
ceive  the  least  sign  of  its  action  during  the  algid  stage.  After, 
however,  reaction  had  come  up  and  the  urine  was  again  being 
secreted,  the  characteristic  symptoms,  especially  buzzing  in  the 
ears,  made  their  appearance.  As  to  the  loss  of  absorbing  power 
of  the  external  skin,  the  following  experiment  appears  highly 
interesting :  The  back  part  of  the  forearm  of  a  patient  suffering 
•with  cholera,  was  painted  over  with  tincture  of  iodine,  the  volar 
side  of  the  same  arm  with  a  solution  of  starch.  Now,  a  strong 
current  of  electricity  being  directed  to  pass  through  this  arm  for 
ten  minutes,  not  the  least  sign  of  the  usual  change  in  the  color 
of  the  amylum  could  be  observed.  It  seems,  further,  to  deserve 
notice,  that  the  skin  of  the  arm  did  not  turn  red,  and  the  commo- 
tions of  the  muscles  were  out  of  proportion  to  the  strength  of  t^e 
battery  used.  Belladpnna  was  administered  in  all  possible  fotoiB 
and  ways,  without  any  symptom  of  its  physiological  action.  It  is 
an  interesting  fact,  which  D.  mentions  on  this  occasion,  that  the 
pupils  of  a  patient  near  dying,  into  whose  veins  a  solution  of 
extract  of  belladonna  had  been  injected,  dilated  to  their  widest 
extent  within  three  minutes.  D.  regards  the  occurrence  as  an 
important  therapeutical  hint  to  the  practitioner,  inasmuch  as  the 
usual  ways  for  therapeutical  agents,  intestines  and  skin,  being 
blocked  up  in  cholera,  there  is  another  passage  left,  the  circula- 
tory apparatus,  which  seems  to  favor  the  speedy  action  of  our 
remedies.  The  same  negative  results,  as  before,  were  obtained 
also  with  the  nitrate  of  strychnia.  It  was  administered  through 
the  mouth,  rectum,  and  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue.  D.  was 
bold  enough  to  exhibit  one  and  a  half  grains  of  strychnia  in  a 
single  dose. 
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He  condenses  the  resnlts  of  his  inyestigations  in  the  following 
propositions : 

1 .  Patients  in  the  algid  stage  of  cholera  have  lost  the  power 
of  absorption,  no  matter  whether  the  medicament  be  administered 
through  the  mouth,  rectum,  bladder,  skin,  or  cellnlar  tissue.  (D. 
did  not  examine  if  the  same  applies  to  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  lungs). 

2.  The  absorbing  power  is  restored  again  in  moderate  cases  in 
the  state  of  reaction ;  in  very  grave  cases,  not  before  the  dis- 
charges are  entirely  arrested,  urine  is  secreted  again  and  reaction 
fully  established. 

3.  If  the  patient  remains  comatose,  although  the  skin  has 
become  warm,  and  the  pulse  can  be  felt,  absorption,  as  in  the  algid 
stage,  is  found  wanting. 

4.  Should,  however,  some  absorption  be  observable  (?),  then  it 
is  so  trifling,  that  no  cure  can  be  expected  from  the  usual  exhibi- 
tions of  medicines* 

5.  It  seems,  therefore,  quite  useless,  and  sometimes  even  dan- 
gerous, to  trouble  the  patient  with  active  medication,  especially 
since  the  doses,  usually  being  increased,  accumulated  effects  might 
be  brought  about,  when  the  system  begins  to  react. 

6.  K  any  internal  remedy  is  to  be  tried  in  the  latter  stage  of 
cholera,  it  must  be  given  through  the  veins.  D.  had  sufficient 
opportunities  to  convince  himself  of  the  favorable  results  of  such 
a  treatment. 

We  shall  mention  hereafter  some  doubts,  which  have  justly 
been  advanced  against  the  conclusions  drawn  from  the  above  ob- 
servations, although  it  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  fact,  that  the 
skin  and  mucous  membranes  are  deprived  of  their  absorbing 
power  during  the  algid  stage  of  cholera. 

Suffice  it  here  to  superadd  the  observations  of  Pearse  and  Mars- 
ton,  neither  of  whom  could  notice  any  absorbing  power.  They  are 
inclined,  therefore,  to  doubt  even  the  absorption  of  gases  by  the 
lungs.  For  they  found  upon  examination  of  the  expired  air,  that 
it  contains  no  appreciable  quantity  of  carbonic  acid.  The  patient 
was  directed  to  breathe  into  a  vessel  filled  with  lime-water.  Klet* 
ozinsky,  who  somewhat  modified  this  experiment,  arrived  at  the 
same  conclusion.    Bouchat  (1/ Union  MM.  127,  1854),  further 
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proved,  that  the  expired  air  of  a  patient  laboring  under  cholera, 
contains  nearly  as  large  a  quantity  of  oxygen  as  the  inspired  air, 
when  the  cyanosis  has  attained  a  high  degree. 

It  may  perhaps  not  be  improper  to  mention,  in  addition  to  the 
loss  of  absorption,  some  facts  which  serve  to  prove  the  loss  of 
reflex  action,  after  collapse  has  taken  place.  Buhl  states,  that 
the  muscles  of  the  face  do  not  contract  when  the  face  is  sprinkled 
with  cold  water.  The  sphincter  ani  does  not  contract  upon  intro- 
duction of  a  finger  into  the  rectum ;  neither  sneezing  nor  cough- 
ing can  be  produced  by  the  appropriate  stimuli.  As  regards, 
however,  the  non-striated  muscles,  which  are  accessible  to  observa- 
tion during  life,  the  iris  was  seen  in  a  state  of  moderate  spasm, 
the  pupil  somewhat  contracted  and  sluggishly  reacting  upon  light. 
Hutchison,  of  Brooklyn,  who  made  the  same  observation,  pro- 
nounces this  phenomenon  a  very  unfavorable  symptom.  Pfeufer 
once  applied  atropia  to  the  eye  of  a  patient,  whereupon  the  pupil 
dilated  to  its  ciliary  margin,  and  remained  so  for  some  time  after 
the  patient  was  dead. 

It  is  the  most  valuable  experience,  says  Hutchison,  which  he 
gained  from  his  practice,  that  patients  suffering  from  cholera,  are 
to  be  molested  by  remedies  as  little  as  possible.  When,  however, 
we  are  at  a  loss  what  treatment  to  adopt,  or  if  we  notice  that  the 
symptoms  are  aggravated  in  spite  of  the  use  of  an  apparently 
appropriate  remedy,  then  it  proves  the  best  plan  to  leave  the  pa- 
tient to  the  vis  medicatrix  naturae,  by  which  still  a  cure  is  some- 
times accomplished. 

Another  doubt  with  respect  to  treatment  arises  from  the  con- 
sideration that  there  is  no  absorbing  power  of  the  intestinal 
mucous  membranes.  Is,  under  such  circumstances,  any  result  to 
be  expected  from  treatment? 

Brochin  (Gaz,  des  ffSp.  112,  1854),  answers  this  question  in 
the  affirmative.  For  there  are  not  only  other  passages  for  the 
administration  of  physic  than  the  stomach  and  intestines,  but  we 
are  neither  able  yet  to  determine  whether  and  when  the  absorbing 
power  is  entirely  gone,  nor  if  medicaments,  without  being  absorbed, 
might  not  produce  a  desired  effect  by  local  action.  The  number 
of  remedies,  applicable  to  the  last  stage  of  cholera,  is,  however, 
much  to  be  limited,  a  view  fully  agreed  with  by  Yemdis^  in  whose 
VOL.  L,  NO.  V. — 14. 
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dinics  Dachaussoy  made  his  obseiraticms.  (Cha,  de$  Mip,  116, 
1854.)  Also,  the  advice  of  8^,  to  he  careful  in  the  repeated  ex- 
hibition of  large  and  increased  doses  daring  the  asphjxic  stage, 
onght  not  to  he  neglected,  as  very  serious  consequences  may 
follow,  when  the  system  hegins  to  react.  S^  himself  witnessed 
a  case,  in  which  the  patient  became  narcotized  dnring  reaction, 
many  hoars  after  the  last  dose  of  opinm  had  been  given.  Gietl 
finally  draws  our  attention  to  the  fact,  that  liquids  which  have 
been  exuded  into  the  intestines,  are  absorbed  again  during  re- 
action. For  the  bowels  are  found  to  be  empty,  though  the  patient 
had  no  more  operations  by  which  the  liquid  contents  of  the  bowels, 
previously  ascertained  by  physical  examination,  could  have  been 
discharged.  ' 


ART.  VL— O/i  Softeninff  of  the  Brain,  hy  JC  Trauhe  {Msd.  Ointr. 
ZeOung,  91,  1854),  and  Bud,  LeuhuseheTj  (Deutsche  Klinik. 
10,  1855.)  Translated  from  the  German,  for  the  Observer,  by 
W.  Kbause,  M.  D.,  of  Cincinnati. 

According  to  Trauhe,  softening  of  the  brain  is  a  process  <^ 
mortification,  of  gangrene  of  the  brain,  peculiarly  modified  hy  its 
anatomical  structure.  The  dissolution  of  its  nervous  fibers  and 
ganglia  terminates  in  the  formation  of  a  scentless  pappy  mass^ 
which  contains,  in  addition  to  a  great  number  of  granules,  small 
drops  of  fat,  and  it  is  differently  colored  according  to  its  quantity 
of  haematine  and  fat.  Whenever  the  circulation  in  some  arteries, 
veins,  or  capillaries  is  stopped  by  some  obstacle  sufficient  to  pre- 
vent all  supply  of  blood  to  the  affected  part,  its  nutritioii  is  at 
once  discontinued  and  it  must  mortify. 

The  obstructioa  may  result  from  atheromatous  disease,  which 
thkkens  the  walls  of  the  arteries  so  as  to  render  these  impervioos 
«r  to  give  rise  to  fibrinous  deposits  from  the  blood  upon  the  rou^ 
inner  surface  of  the  diseased  vessel.  These  coagula  gradually  en- 
large by  other  deposits,  and  lead  at  last  also  to  total  obatmctioB. 

Obstruction,  further,  may  be  caused  by  a  solid  coagulum  or  a 
fragment  (Mf  the  valves  of  the  heart,  carried  on  from  their  orig- 
inal place  hy  the  arterial  cirealat]on»  until  they  are  arretted  hi 
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some  finer  branch,  which  is  either  obstructed  at  once  by  the  em- 
bolns  (this  is  the  name  adopted  by  German  writers  for  emigrated 
hrombi :  'eu-^aXXco) ;  or  by  deposits  from  the  passing  bloody 
which  gradually  fill  up  the  space  left  between  the  embolus  and 
the  wall  of  the  artery. 

The  softening  of  brain  which  is  caused  by  the  obstruction  of 
veins  by  fibrinous  coagula,  as  frequently  found  in  the  sinuses  of 
the  dura  mater,  gains  a  peculiar  aspect  by  a  great  many  little 
spots  of  extravasated  blood  strewed  all  over  the  softened  part. 

The  capillaries  are  either  obstructed  by  large  drops  of  oil,  accu- 
mulating within  these  narrow  passages,  or  in  cases  of  encephalitis 
the  blood  is  brought  to  stagnate  within  the  capillaries  by  high 
inflammatory  congestion.  Under  such  circumstances,  a  portion  of 
the  brain  may  be  found  mortified,  though  inflammatory  action  did 
not  amount  yet  to  exudation. 

Softening  of  the  brain  is  seen  in  the  majority  of  cases  under 
one  of  the  following  forms  : 

1.  Softening  exists  only  to  a  slight  degree.  The  softened  parts 
appear  somewhat  swollen  and  reddened  in  various  tints.  On  close 
inspection,  the  red  color  is  seen  to  depend  on  numerous  aggregate 
small  red  points,  which  are  formed  by  intact  red  corpuscles  of 
blood,  conglobated  within  capillary  vessels.  The  substance  of  the 
brain  is  found  to  consist  of  a  great  many  normal  nervous  fibers, 
and  conglomerated  granules  of  fat,  which  latter,  however,  are  not 
always  present. 

2.  The  diseased  parts  are  but  moderately  softened,  but  of  a 
dirty  white  or  yellowish  color,  their  volume  less  than  in  normal 
conditions.  The  microscope  proves  the  softened  tissue  in  no  wise 
Offering  from  the  former. 

3.  The  consistency  of  the  softened  part  is  diminished  so  much 
as  to  represent  a  pappy  mass,  the  color  of  which  varies  from 
grayish  white  or  yellowish  to  brownish.  It  shows  no  trace  of  the 
normal  constituents  of  the  brain,  these  being  decomposed  into 
small  granula  and  drops  of  oil. 

The  first  form  is  known  under  the  name  of  red  softening, 
(malacia  rubra) ;  second  and  third,  under  yellow  and  white  soft- 
ening. 
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The  tissues  of  the  bnun,  in  conseqoenoe  of  its  peenliar  chemical 
eonstitution,  can  not  bear  a  loss  of  arterial  blood  so  long  as 
other  tissues  of  the  homan  sjstem.  The  part  deprived  of  its 
arterial  circalation  not  only  tarns  pale  very  soon,  and  diminishes 
in  size,  bnt  also  softens.  Its  surface,  when  cnt,  is  seen  to  haye 
lost  its  peculiar  luster  and  the  muscular  apparatus  depending  on 
diis  portion  of  the  brain,  does  not  move  Tolantarilj.  If  a  part 
of  the  brain  be  diseased,  which  presides  orer  mental  function, 
also  this  is  impaired  more  or  less,  according  to  the  extent  of  the 
pathological  lesion. 

It  is  all  but  improbable,  that  a  tissue  going  to  mortification  be 
restored  again  to  its  normal  condition  bj  the  timelj  (^ning  of  a 
sufficient  collateral  cinrulation.  K  this  is  dcTeloping,  the  symp- 
toms of  palsy  diminish  in  extent  as  well  as  intensity.  Should 
autopsy  happen  to  be  made  during  this  period  of  redintegration, 
malacia  rubra  is  met  with.  The  capillaries  passing  the  affected 
part,  are  extended  beyond  their  norm.  The  softened  tissue  is  less 
elastic  and  its  volume  increased  by  the  greater  quantity  of  blood 
which  it  contains. 

Patients  often  expire,  although  a  perfect  collateral  circulation 
is  developing  itself,  because  the  softened  part  is  already  decayed 
so  much  that  its  healthy  function  can  not  be  restored.  Uncon- 
sciousness and  hemiplegia  persist  in  these  instances  up  to  death. 
The  patient  dies  after  the  so-called  attack  of  apoplexy,  either  in 
consequence  of  too  active  a  treatment,  or  because  the  portion  of 
the  bnun  disordered  is  too  large  or  important  to  be  dispensed 
with  for  a  length  of  time.  Here,  too,  dissecti^m  shows  red  soften- 
ing to  be  present. 

Most  frequently  no  collateral  circulation  is  formed.  Then  either 
yeUow  or  white  softening  prove  to  exist,  according  as  a  shorter  or 
longer  time  has  elapsed  since  the  moment  of  obstruction. 

It  results  from  this  view  of  the  disease,  that  the  usual,  energet- 
ically antiphl<^stic  treatment  must  be  abandoned.  It  is  to  be 
dianged  to  a  corroborating  and  stimulating  one.  For  the  hope 
of  recovery  is  based  upon  the  development  of  a  collateral  circula- 
tion, and  it  is  an  establkhed  fact,  that  this  is  developed  the  easier, 
the  higher  the  pressure  of  the  arterial  circulation. 
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Can,  however,  obstraction  of  cerebral  vessels  be  diagnosticated 
with  some  degree  of  certainty  ?  Oar  author  gives  the  following 
answer : 

The  diagnosis  is  rendered  certain,  almost  beyond  doubt,  by  the 
following  circumstances : 

1.  Where  a  person  is  abruptly  and  without  any  premonitory 
symptoms  attacked  by  hemiplegia,  either  with  or  without  uncon* 
sciousness. 

2.  If  the  patient  have  not  yet  trespassed  the  juvenile  age. 

3.  If  examination  of  the  heart  proves  a  valvular  disease,  depend*- 
ing  either  on  endocarditis,  still  present  or  recently  terminated. 

4.  If  the  arteries  accessible  to  examination,  exhibit  no  signs  of 
atheromatous^  disease  whatever,  or  but  insignificant  ones. 

6.  If  the  spleen,  without  previous  intermittent  fever,  be  found 
enlarged  and  tender,  for  the  same  process  of  obstruction  that 
leads  to  malacia  cerebri,  not  unusually  causes  extravasation  of 
blood  into  the  spleen. 

6.  If  the  extremities  of  the  patient  are  seized  with  a  gangre^ 
nous  infian^mation,  and  their  arteries  found  without  pulsation. 

The  diagnosis,  however,  even  when  the  latter  two  conditions  are 
wanting,  is  still  positive  enough  to  induce  us  to  adopt  a  stimu- 
lating treatment.  Nay,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  assert,  that  obstruo* 
tion  of  cerebral  vessels  and  the  danger  of  softening  of  the  brain 
is  to  be  assumed,  where  a  juvenile  patient,  worn  out  by  pulmo- 
nary tuberculosis,  is  suddenly,  and  without  precursory  symptoms, 
seized  with  hemiplegia,  no  matter  whether  consciousness  is  or  is 
not  preserved ;  provided,  however,  his  heart  and  arteries  are  ascerr 
tained  to  be  free  from  atheromatous  disease. 

Eud.  Leubuscher  says,  however  important  emboli  may  be  to 
explain  some  cases  of  hemiplegia  and  their  sudden  termination 
in  death,  yet  it  is  a  one-sided  view,  to  regard  the  obstruction  of 
bloodvessels  as  the  only  cause  of  the  process  under  consideration. 
There  are  instances  in  which  an  alteration  of  the  blood  (typhus, 
pyaemia,  decubitus,  pulmonary* gangrene),  predisposes  to  softening 
of  the  brain,  and  this  may  take  place  even  without  any  obstruc- 
tion of  bloodvessels.  Softening  of  the  brain  is  most  frequently 
the  result  of  an  inflammatory  process.  Encephalitis  either  ter- 
minates in  softening  or  suppuration,  (malacia  et  abscessii^  cerebri.) 
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The  nsual  division  into  red,  white,  and  yellow  softening  is 
neither  proper  nor  exact.  White  softening  does  not  always  point 
to  an  inflammatory  origin.  It  depends  on  the  imbibition  of  serons 
fluid,  and  usually  attends  hydrocephalus.  Bed  softening  comes 
under  observation,  where  the  white  softening  is  complicated  with 
capillary  apoplexy.  The  yellow  color  is  to  be  referred  to  the  im- 
bibition of  pus  or  fat,  or  extravasated  blood  which  has  undergone 
the  usual  changes.  The  microscopical  criteria,  as  first  proposed 
by  Bennet  (granular  cellules),  do  not  always  prove  the  inflamma- 
tory nature  of  the  disease.  It  must  be  admitted,  however,  that 
encephalitis,  as  a  rule,  is  attended  by  softening.  For  those  in- 
stances in  which  the  exuded  matter  quickly  coagulates,  are  very 
rare.  On  the  other  side,  however,  malacia  is  often  Cound  without 
the  least  sign  of  inflammation.  For  it  may  be  caused  also  by 
apoplexy,  and  various  other  idiopathic  derangements  of  nutrition. 
Derangements  of  circulation  are,  however,  to  be  named  among 
the  most  frequent  causes  of  softening,  though  commonly  several 
causes  are  found  to  have  been  co-operating.  The  circulation  is 
either  stopped  by  mechanical  obstruction,  while  the  walls  of  the 
vessels  are  in  a  healthy  condition,  or  the  vessels  themselves  are 
diseased  (Atherosis),  their  caliber  is  closed,  and  the  supply  of 
blood  either  diminished  or  entirely  cut  off.  Leub  admits  the 
obstruction  of  capillaries  by  drops  of  oil,  as  assumed  by  Traube. 
He  superadds,  however,  that  these  are  nearly  always  found  adhei^ 
ing  to  the  walls  of  the  bloodvessels.  It  is,  therefore,  doubtful 
whether  they  are  to  be  regarded  as  a  cause  of  softening  or  rather 
as  one  of  its  consequences.  He  further  considers  an  embolus  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  softened  part  in  the  light  of  cause,  only  when 
the  membranes  of  the  bloodvessels  between  the  point  of  obstruc- 
tion and  the  softened  part  of  the  brain  are  found  intact,  and 
even  then  softening  is  not  the  necessary  consequence  of  the  ob- 
struction. Sometimes  apoplexy  also  and  atrophy  of  the  brain  are 
observed.  The  latter  is  met  with,  especially  when  the  supply  of 
blood  is  lessened  by  degrees,  while  the  former  takes  place  if  the 
power  of  the  circulation  exceeds  the  resistance  of  which  the  walls 
of  the  bloodvessels  are  capable. 
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Abt.  VIL — Selections  from  the    Oerman.    Translated  by  G.  A* 
Bruhl,  M.  D.,  of  Cincinnati. 

In  a  pamphlet  lately  published\on  Homoeopathy,  by  Professor 
Book,  (of  Leipzic),  he  mentions  among  the  adversaries  of  th^ 
Hahnemansic  doctrine,  one  of  its  former  advocates  and  leaders. 
Dr.  Fickel,  who  under  the  name  of  Heine,  both  as  an  author  and 
tester,  of  Homoeopathic  medicines,  was  at  one  time  so  highly 
esteemed  by  his  party,  and  extolled  in  their  journals,  as  to  obtain 
the  appointment  of  Chief  Physician  to  the  Homoepathic  Hospital 
at  Leipzic.  While  in  this  institution  he  had  every  means  and 
facility  of  learning  the  fallacies  of  this  system,  which  he  im- 
proved, and  afterward  gave  the  results  of  his  investigations  to 
the  world.  In  this  essay,  entitled  Direct  Proofs  of  the  NvUitjf. 
of  JBbmceopathy  as  a  Curative  System,  he  confesses,  that  the  sup- 
posed marvelous  effect  of  the  different  remedies,  which  he  stated 
he  had  test^  himself,  were  but  pure  inventions  of  his  own,  and  the 
cases  of  disease  to  which  he  pretended  they  had  been  applied,  and 
which  they  had  cured,  were  alike  all  fictitious  ;  but  that  neverthe- 
less the  believers  of  the  "  similia  similibus  "  doctrine,  pretended 
also  to  have  used  the  very  same  remedies  with  the  happiest  effect 
in  similar  cases,  and  to  have  observed  precisely  the  same  medical 
and  physiological  virtues  as  described  by  him.  In  the  same 
publication  he  moreover  takes  the  crown  from  many  pretended 
happy  cures,  and  reveals  the  various  deceptions  practiced  by  his 
"  illustrious  brethren  " — proving  that  in  many  of  those  diseases 
which  did  not  yield  to  Homoeopathic  treatment,  or  rather  to  the 
vis  medicatrix  naturce,  large  doses  of  regular  remedies  were 
"  secretly  and  tacitly  "  administered.  His  conclusiouris,  "  Sbmoe- 
opaihy  as  a  system  is  a  heresy,  and  in  its  practical  application  it 


is  nonsenseJ^ 


To  these  remarkable  confessions  are  also  subjoined  the  very 
accurate  and  sober  observations  made  by  Dr.  Eigenbrodt,  (very 
well  versed  in  physiological  medicine),  in  the  Homoeopathic 
Hospital  at  Vienna,  the  substance  of  which  may  be  gathered  in 
the  following : 

1.  Taking  into  account  the  natural  causes  of  disease,*  in  no  case 
could  there  be  ascribed  any  material  effect  to  Homoeopathic  remedies. 
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2.  Neither  coald  any  essential  difference  be  detected  between 
the  natural  course  of  disease  under  purely  dietetic  regimen^  and 
that  under  Homceopathic  treatment. 

8.  Sudden,  violent,  and  alarming  symptoms  could  never  be  so 
soon  arrested,  and  effectively  removed,  as  by  regular  treatment. 

4.  Violent  symptoms  could  neither  he  removed  nor  mitigated  bj 
Homoeopathic  dilutions,  whereas  with  appropriate  remedies  they 
could  be  removed  in  many  cases,  and  mitigated  in  almost  aU, 

Sedative  action  of  the  Bromide  of  Potassium  upon  the  organs  of 
generation. — The  small  number  of  medical  agencies  to  which  this 
action  is  attributable,  induces  us  to  give  the  good  results  which, 
according  to  a  Eussian  physician,  follow  instantaneously  the  use  of 
the  bromide  of  potassium  against  priapismus,  accompanying  vari- 
ous forms  of  blennorrhagia.  In  addition  to  the  internal  use,  Dr. 
Thielmann  recommends  it,  dissolved  in  milkwarm  water,  as  a 
local  application  to  the  penis,  the  compresses  to  be  covered  with 
oil-cloth,  to  prevent  evaporation.  He  found  it  of  great  advantage 
in  satyriasis  and  nocturnal  pollution.  His  formula  for  internal 
use  was, 

St.         Bromide  of  Potassium,  1-2  grm. 
Sach.  pulv.,  6  grm. 

To  be  divided  into  12  powders,  and  one  to  be  given  every  two 
hours — the  dose  being  from  one  and  a  quarter  to  two  and  half 
grains. — Joum.  de  Pharmac.  de  Brussell. 
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Art.  VIII. — Proceedings  of  the  Montgomery  Cou7ity  Medical  So- 
ciety.    By  J.  C.  Eeeve,  M.  D.,  Sec. 

The  Society  met  at  the  Phoenix  House,  in  Dayton,  on  the  3d 
of  April,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Dr.  L  A. 
Coons. 

Dr.  A.  G.  Walden,  of  Dayton,  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Society. 


1856.]  Mmtgomery  County  3£sdiedl  Society.  217 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  as  delegates  to  the 
American  Medical  Association,  for  the  present  year : 

Drs.  H.  F.  Koehne,  of  Dayton,  J.  S.  Taylor,  of  CarroUton, 
O.  E.  Barkalow,  of  Miamisburgh,  and  Drs.  C.  McDermont,  J.  G. 
Beeve,  and  T.  Brennan,  as  alternates. 

The  following  were  elected  delegates  to  the  State  Medical 
Society,  at  its  annual  meeting  in  June  next : 

Drs.  J.  C.  Denise,  and  Joshua  Clements,  of  Dayton,  and  Dr. 
W.  H.  Lamme,  of  Centerville. 

A  report  was  presented  by  Dr.  Davis,  chairman  of  a  committee 
appointed  at  a  previous  meeting  to  procure  from  the  City  Council, 
and  others  having  control  of  the  diflferent  Cemeteries  in  the  city 
of  Dayton,  such  regulations  as  would  prevent  the  interment  of 
any  body  without  a  certificate  from  the  attending  physician,  setr 
ting  forth  the  name,  nativity,  age,  date  of  death,  and  disease  of 
which  the  person  may  have  died.  The  committee  reported  that 
it  had  been  found  impossible  to  obtain  a  general  consent  in  favor 
of  such  a  measure,  and  in  view  of  a  bill  before  the  Legislature, 
likely  to  become  a  law,  providing  for  the  registration  of  mar- 
riages, births,  and  deaths,  asked  to  be  discharged. 

The  bill  alluded  to,  was  read  to  the  Society  by  Dr.  Carey. 

Dr.  Eoehne  read  an  interesting  report  of  a  case  in  which 
apoplectic  symptoms  had  come  on  in  a  maniacal  patient  soon 
after  drinking  a  large  quantity  (two  gallons)  of  dirty  warm 
water.  Among  other  means  used  in  the  treatment,  venesection 
was  carried  to  the  extent  of  3lxvij.     Eecovery. 

Dr.  Denise  then  read  a  long  and  minute  account  of  a  case  of 
epistaxis,  with  the  treatment  from  day  to  day.  The  patient  was 
18  years  old,  had  suffered  from  intermittents,  and  was  in  a 
cachectic  state  of  system.  Many  remedies  were  used,  and  plug- 
ging the  posterior  nares  resorted  to,  which  was  performed  under 
very  diflBcult  circumstances ;  the  disease  finally  yielded  to  the 
continued  use  of  tonics,  among  which  were  aromatic  sulph.  acid, 
liq.  ferri  chloridi,  and  sulph.  quinine. 

Bemarks  upon  the  treatment,  and  upon  the  subject  generally, 
were  made  by  Drs.  Brennan,  Carey,  Coons,  McDermont,  ani 
Davis.  The  latter  stated  that  in  several  instances  he  had  used 
for  a  plug  to  the  nares,  the  coecum  of  a  common  fowl — the  closed 
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end  to  be  introdnoed  into  the  nostrils  as  far  as  neoessarj^  and 
then  by  means  of  a  qnill  introduced  into  the  open  end,  the  piece 
of  gut  is  distended  as  full  as  possible  with  air,  the  escape  of 
which  is  prevented  by  tying  a  string  closely  around  it.  He  had 
used  this  mode  of  plugging  the  nares  several  times,  and  with 
success,  while  it  presented  the  advantages  of  being  simple,  and 
the  means  are  always  at  hand. 

Dr.  Denise  also  produced  before  the  society  a  pathological  speci- 
"taien,  which  was  examined  by  the  members  with  a  great  deal  of 
interest,  as  the  history  of  the  case  was  very  obscure :  he  reported 
the  chief  features  of  interest. 

March  27th,  1856,  was  called  to  see  John  Myers,  a  Pennsylva- 
nian  by  birth,  shoemaker  by  trade,  set.  30.  The  room  in  which 
he  was  .lying,  was  small,  low,  dirty,  close,  and  filled  with  the 
odor  of  decomposed  urine.  He  was  much  emaciated ;  countenance 
haggard,  and  expressive  of  suffering;  eyes  dull;  complexion 
cachectic ;  skin  dry,  harsh,  and  pretematurally  warm ;  tongue  dry, 
and  cracke4;  teeth  covered  with  sordes;  respiration  labored, 
thoracic,  twelve  to  the  minute,  with  prolonged  expiration ;  pulse 
ninety,  soft,  feeble;  escape  of  a  milky  fluid  from  the  urethra; 
phymosis,  with  occlusion  so  nearly  complete,  as  to  barely  admit 
the  passage  of  a  cambric  needle ;  excoriations  about  the  genitals ; 
testicles  atrophied,  and  soft;  mind  sluggish,  and  articulation 
indistinct. 

He  complained  of  pain  in  the  region  of  the  bladder,  following 
the  direction  of  the  ureter,  to  the  kidneys.  Pressure  over  the 
abdomen,  and  in  the  lumbar  region,  gave  increased  suffering. 
Bowels  moved  the  day  before. 

I  enlarged  the  preputial  opening,  when  about  3ij.  of  fluid 
escaped.  Directed  change  of  clothes,  free  ventilation,  solution  of 
plumb,  acetas  to  excoriations,  and  morph.  sulph.  gr.J,  with  pulv. 
ipecac  gr.j.,  every  four  hours. 

On  the  28th  he  complained  of  no  pain,  except  upon  pressure ; 
skin  slightly  moist,  but  all  the  other  symptoms  aggravated.  He 
was  put  upon  opiates,  copaiba,  and  tine,  ferri.  chloridi. 

On  the  29th  he  became  comatose,  and  died  at  3  P.  M. 

Autopsy,  five  hours  after  death.  The  liver,  spleen,  and  pan- 
ereas,  were  examined  externally  only,  and  appeared  to  be  healthy. 
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The  intestines  were  united  to  neighboring  parts  by  false  bands, 
and  the  lower  bowel  presented  marks  of  recent  inflammation. 
Two  or  three  ounces  of  fluid  were  contained  within  the  pelvis. 
But  little  fat  enveloped  the  kidneys,  which  were  of  natural  size, 
soft,  flabby,  lobulated,  and  easily  torn.  Numerous  abscesses 
existed  upon  their  external  surfaces,  varying  in  size  from  that  of 
a  pin-head  to  that  of  a  chestnut,  and  filled  with  a  white,  cream- 
like matter.  A  longitudinal  incision  emptied  the  cavity  of  a  dark 
fluid,  void  of  the  odor  of  urine,  but  offensive.  All  distinction 
between  the  medullary  and  cortical  structure  was  lost.  The 
ureters  were  dilated  to  the  diameter  of  one-half  to  three-fourths 
of  an  inch,  with  constrictions  that  gave  them  a  tortuous,  and 
pouch-like  appearance.  The  bladder  had  strong  attachments  of 
false  membrane ;  was  inseparable  from  the  rectum,  its  walls  three- 
fourths  of  an  inch  thick,  with  loss  of  distinctive  structure ;  its 
cavity  diminished,  and  containing  about  four  ounces  of  muco- 
purulent offensive  fluid — its  lining  membrane  rugous.  The  ure^ 
ihra  was  constricted  at  the  meatus  urinse.  The  left  lobe  of  the 
prostate  was  healthy ;  but  within  the  plexus  of  veins  enveloping  it 
were  four  small  phlebolites.  The  right  lobe  contained  an  abscess, 
filled  with  a  dark  fluid.  The  lining  membrane  of  the  urethra, 
bladder,  ureters,  and  kidneys,  was  slate-colored  throughout, 
excepting  the  extremity  of  the  urethra,  and  the  trigonum  vesicae 
of  the  bladder.  The  rectum  was  also  implicated  in  the  disease ; 
its  mucous  membrane  being  injected,  soft,  and  thrown  into  trans- 
verse rugae.  Between  it  and  the  bladder  was  an  abscess,  contain- 
ing half  an  ounce  of  pus. 

Owing  to  the  late  stage  of  the  disease  at  which  I  was  called, 
this  man  was  unable  to  give  any  account  of  himself;  and  his  wife 
being  naturally  a  stupid  character,  was  a  "  know-nothing.''  From 
the  two,  I  learned  that  he  had  the  chills  in  Indiana,  five  years  ago, 
and  soon  afterward  lost  the  use  of  his  right  arm,  next  of  his 
legs ;  and  has  had  incontinence  of  urine,  with  gradual  loss  of 
strength  and  flesh  since  that  time.  He  was  able  to  control  the 
sphincter  ten  and  fifteen  minutes ;  was  taken  to  bed  two  days 
before  I  saw  him ;  habits  temperate. 

The  members  who  examined  the  specimen  were  decidedly  of 
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opiDion,  that  it  was  a  case  of  Bright's  disease,  or  granular  degen- 
eration of  the  kidney.  Bemarks  were  made  upon  the  subject,  by 
Drs.  Davis,  Brennan,  and  Beeve. 

« 

Dr.  Coons  then  read  a  paper,  upon  the  subject  of  constipation, 
showing  the  influence  of  habit  in  producing  the  disease,  and  the 
value  of  the  same  means  as  a  cure.  The  paper  called  forth 
remarks  from  several  members,  all  of  whom  assented  to  the  value 
of  habit  as  a  means  of  cure,  whatever  other  means  may  be  put  in 
force.  Dr.  McDerment  spoke  of  a  certain  paste,  made  use  of  in 
Paris,  which,  being  brushed  on  the  anus,  produced  in  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes,  a  discharge  from  the  bowels,  after  which  it  can  be 
removed. 

Hereupon  the  society  adjourned. 


Art.  IX. — Proceedings  of  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Society  of  Cincin- 
nati— April  meeting — Reported  ly  C.  B.  Hughes,  M.  D.,  Bee.  Sec 

Dr.  B.  McIlvainb  was  expected  to  read  a  paper  at  this  meet- 
ing, but  that  gentleman  being  absent,  the  Society  was  entertained 
by  reports  of  cases. 

Prof.  Mendenhall  remarked,  that  he  had  recently  attended  a 
case  of  coxalgia  with  some  unusual  complications.  He  was  called, 
on  the  11th  of  October,  to  see  a  little  girl,  about  three  years  of 
age.  She  had  previously  been  healthy,  with  the  exception  of  an 
occasional  slight  pustular  eruption  on  the  scalp,  although  she 
had  a  delicate  appearance.  Her  parents  were  healthy,  having  no 
perceptible  hereditary  scrofulous  taint. 

About  the  1st  of  August,  she  complained  at  times  of  a  pain  in 
her  left  knee,  and  was  slightly  lame  at  intervals.  The  symptoms 
had  been  increasing  gradually  since  that  time,  but  without  any 
manifestation  of  pain  or  pressure,  either  at  the  seat  of  pain  or  at 
the  hip-joint.  She  was  pale,  but  not  much  emaciated ;  appetite 
tolerably  good,  with  slight  febrile  exacerbations  at  night,  followed 
by  sweating,  and  attended  with  constipation.  In  about  four  weeks 
from  the  time  he  was  first  called,  the  case  was  seen  by  Dr.  Wm. 
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H.  Mussey,  at  the  request  of  Dr.  M.,  at  which  time  evident  pain 
or  pressure  at  the  hip^'oint  was  exhibited,  and,  in  short,  all  the 
symptoms  characteristic  of  morbus  coxarius  were  well  marked. 
She  was  subjected  to  constitutional  and  local  treatment  for  this 
disease.  Her  general  condition  was  rather  improved  for  a  time, 
under  cod-liver  oil  and  iodide  of  iron.  The  local  symptoms,  how- 
ever, gradually  increased,  with  some  evidences  of  approaching 
suppuration.  On  the  evening  of  the  4th  of  March,  she  was  taken 
with  a  violent  convulsion,  after  having  partaken  of  some  cabbage 
for  dinner,  which  appeared  to  be  the  immediate  exciting  cause  of 
the  paroxysm.  The  next  morning  she  was  nearly  as  well  as 
previous  to  the  paroxysm,  without  having  undergone  any  import- 
ant treatment,  as  she  was  not  seen  by  any  physician  until  the 
paroxysm  had  subsided.  On  the  evening  of  the  6th  she  had 
another  convulsion,  without  any  very  obvious  cause,  but  recovered 
from  it  in  a  short  time.  After  this,  she  was  restless,  fretful, 
feverish,  and  vomited  frequently,  so  much  so  that  the  amount  of 
nourishment  she  digested  was  very  small.  Her  mind  remained 
clear  during  this  time.  On  the  17th  of  the  month,  there  was 
strabismus,  and  other  decidedly  marked  evidences  of  organic  dis- 
ease of  the  brain.  The  pulse  was  slow  and  feeble,  with  great 
restlessness,  throwing  the  extremities  about,  with  frequent  sudden 
screaming.  Previous  to  the  convulsion,  the  swelling  of  the  hip 
began  to  subside ;  immediately  after  the  first  paroxysm  the  swell- 
ing and  irritation  were  greatly  increased,  which  appeared  to  be 
caused  by  the  convulsive  movements  of  the  limb.  After  two  or 
three  days,  these  local  symptoms  again  began  to  subside,  and 
continued  to  do  so  as  long  as  she  lived,  the  limb  and  joint  dimin- 
ishing in  swelling  and  tenderness.  No  more  fully  developed 
convulsions  occurred. 

She  gradually  became  less  conscious,  was  delirious,  and  finally 
oomatose,  with  partial  loss  of  muscular  power  on  the  left  side, 
but  with  the  muscles  of  the  back  in  a  state  of  constant  rigidity, 
more  particularly  those  of  the  right  side.  He  supposed  it  was, 
at  this  time,  a  case  of  tubercular  meningitis,  supervening  on  or 
occurring  during  the  progress  of  the  hip  disease.  The  two  dis- 
eases are  liable  to  occur  in  the  same  class  of  patients,  and  a 
point  of  interest  in  this  case  was,  that  on  the  well-marked 
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developmeiit  of  the  cerebral  and  spinal  difficolty,  tlie  external  evi- 
dences of  disease  in  the  hip  subsided.  No  post  mortem  was  had,  bat 
it  is  hardly  probable  that  any  attempt  at  reparation  of  the  disease 
of  the  hip  occurred  ;  he  supposed  it  was  a  mere  subsidence  of  the 
inflammatory  action  in  the  part,  and  a  transference  of  the  morbid 
action  to  the  brain  or  its  meninges.  Is  this  a  frequent  result  of 
scrofulous  disease  of  the  hip  joint  ? 

Prof.  Judkins  related  the  particulars  of  a  case  of  complete 
occlusion  of  the  cervix  uteri  in  a  lady,  aged  38  years.  She  has 
borne  children,  the  eldest  being  twelve  ^ars  old.  About  two 
years  ago  she  was  treated  for  ulceration  of  the  os  uteri,  and  says 
that  the  nitrate  of  silver  was  applied  daily  for  several  weeks  in 
succession.  For  the  past  fifteen  months  she  has  not  had  her 
catamenia,  although  every  period  is  announced  by  severe,  some- 
times excruciating,  pain  in  the  hypogastric  and  iliac  regions,  and 
this  is  generally  followed  by  the  discharge  of  a  few  drops  of 
blood  from  the  vagina.  The  doctor  had  the  good  fortune  of  an 
opportunity  to  examine  her  at  one  of  these  periods ;  on  intro- 
ducing the  speculum  no  trace  of  the  os  uteri  could  be  seen ; 
the  parts  presented  a  glistening  fibrous  appearance  at  one  or  two 
points,  and  there  was  a  slight  exudation  of  blood  collected  in 
drops,  like  dew,  upon  the  surface.  He  said  it  was  his  purpose 
soon  to  attempt  to  make  a  communicaflon  with  the  uterine  cavity 
by  an  operation,  the  results  of  which  he  would  state  at  the  next 
meeting. 

Bemarks  were  here  made  by  several  members  of  the  Society, 
in  relation  to  the  injudicious  use  of  nitrate  of  silver,  and  other 
caustics,  in  the  treatment  of  slight  abrasions  of  the  epithelium 
of  the  OS  uteri. 

Dr.  J.  also  reported  a  case  of  stricture  of  the  urethra  of  the 
gravest  character.  The  patient  is  an  intelligent  German,  but, 
unfortunately  for  him,  a  free  liver.  This  difficulty  has  existed 
for  years,  and  attempts  have  been  made  to  pass  instruments  into 
the  bladder,  in  New  York  and  New  Orleans,  as  well  as  this  city, 
but  without  success.  (I  made  the  attempt  myself,  two  years  ago, 
with  the  smallest  size  elastic  bougie,  but  failed.  The  patient 
suffered  great  pain  and  inconvenience  at  that  time,  and  declared 
to  me  that  if  surgery  could  afibrd  him  no  relief,  he  would  obtain 
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it  from  a  pistol. — ^Reporter).  The  doctor  found  that  the  canal 
would  admit  a  large  sized  sound  down  to  a  point  anterior  to  the 
bulb,  but  beyond  this  no  instrument  could  be  passed ;  he  could 
feel  there  a  number  of  bands  and  pouches,  showing  that  the  walls 
of  the  urethra  had  been  lacerated  by  violent  attempts  to  reach 
the  bladder.  He  had  used  a  variety  of  sounds  —  the  metallic, 
the  elastic,  and  the  small  catgut  bougie,  but,  though  aided  by  the 
judgment  and  manipulations  of  Prof.  Mussey,  was  unable  to  pass 
any  of  them.  Had  made  the  effort  while  the  patient  was  under 
the  influence  of  chloroform,  as  well  as  when  awake,  but  always 
met  with  the  same  obstacles.  The  urine,  which-  is  much  dimin- 
ished in  quantity,  passes  by  drops,  and  no  effort  of  his  will 
augment  or  diminish  the  flow ;  in  consequence  of  which  he  has 
been  compelled  to  wear  constantly  a  membranous  receptacle  for 
it.  On  account  of  the  suffering  and  annoyance  he  endures  from 
his  malady,  the  patient  has  become  disgusted  with  life,  and  has 
no  desire  to  live  longer,  if  he  can  not  obtain  relief.  In  compliance 
with  his  urgent  entreaties,  yet  with  many  misgivings  as  to  the 
result,  I  have,  said  Dr.  J.,  consented  to  operate  upon  him.  With- 
out any  guide  to  the  bladder,  this  is  considered  one  of  the 
most  troublesome  operations  that  the  surgeon  is  called  upon  to 
perform. 

Dr.  Bonner  reported  a  case  of  cancer  in  the  rectum.  The 
patient  is  a  lady,  32  years  of  age,  who  has  borne  children. 
Nothing  abnormal  can  be  detected  about  the  uterus  or  its  appen- 
dages. Her  disease  appears  to  be  a  scirrous  deposit  on  the  ante- 
rior wall  of  the  rectum,  about  three  inches  from  the  anus,  so 
abundant  as  to  project  into  and  nearly  obliterate  the  cavity  of 
the  intestines.  Great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  passing  a 
small  speculum,  and  there  was  slight  ulceration.  The  lumbar 
lymphatic  ganglia  can  be  felt  through  the  walls  of  the  abdomen, 
much  enlarged,  and  probably  involved  in  the  same  disease.  He 
presumed  paliative  treatment  only  would  be  of  any  avail. 

Dr.  Hughes  reported  a  case  of  cancrum  oris  occurring  in  a 
child  twenty-two  months  old,  female ;  parents  and  other  children 
healtliy.  This  child  was  bom  at  least  a  month  before  full  term, 
and  weighed  but  three  and  a*  half  pounds  at  birth.  Notwith- 
standing these  unfavorable  circumstances,  it  was  thought  to  be 
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in  good  condition  at  twentr-one  months,  when  the  mother  deter- 
mined to  wean  it.  It  was  small  for  one  of  its  age,  and  had  never 
been  able  to  stand,  bat  dentition  had  progressed  as  far  as  nsnal 
at  that  age,  and  the  appetite  was  good.  Its  food,  after  being 
weaned,  consisted  of  cow's  milk,  wheat  bread,  potato,  etc.  This 
disease  commenced  about  two  weeks  after  the  child  was  weaned, 
with  a  thmsh-like  eruption  scattered  over  the  month  and  £inces; 
these  snpporated  and  became  nlcers,  which  enlarged  and  exhaled 
a  very  offensive  odor.  The  disease  continued  to  extoid  until  the 
nlcers  coalesced  in  some  parts,  forming  large  patches,  which 
were  approaching  a  state  of  gangrene  when  he  first  saw  the 
patient.  Up  to  this  time  the  mother  had  treated  it  with  borax 
and  honey,  and  infus.  coptis,  without  benefit  He  was  not  more 
fortunate  than  the  mother  in  his  endeavors  to  check  the  disease. 
In  consequence  of  the  inhalation  of  the  putrid  effluvia,  as  he  sup- 
posed, convulsions  intervened,  and  the  child  died,  after  several 
paroxysms,  three  weeks  from  the  beginning  of  the  attack.  Three 
davs  before  death,  the  right  Aeek  suddenly  swelled ;  the  tumor 
was  firm  centrally,  but  edematous  elsewhere,  and  so  extensive  as 
to  close  the  eye.  Over  the  firm  portion  small  bloodvessels  could 
be  seen  rami^ring,  an  unhealthy  blush  spread  over  the  surface, 
and  it  had  a  greasy  appearance.  From  the  comers  of  the  mouth 
a  black  spot,  with  an  abrupt  line  of  demarkation,  slowly  extended 
in  an  irregular  circle,  of  about  an  inch  in  diameter  at  the  time 
of  death.  The  gums  sloughed  away,  leaving  the  teeth  ready  to 
fiill  out  The  treatment  consisted  of  laxatives,  beef-tea,  brandy- 
toddy,  lemonade,  tincL  ferri  chloridi,  and  quinia  sulph.,  with  local 
applications  of  liq.  soda  chlorinat-.,  tinct.  iodine,  hydrochloric  acid, 
and  nitrate  of  copper,  successively. 

The  point  that  he  wished  particularly  to  direct  the  attention  of 
the  society  to,  is  in  reference  to  the  diagnosis  of  the  disease. 
Under  this  head,  Druitt  says,  ^^  the  chief  points  of  distinction 
are,  that  in  this  disease  the  ulceration  or  gangrene  is  eireun^ 
9cribedy  and  is  generally  confined  to  one  side :  and  that  it  com- 
mences usually  in  the  cheek,  and  that  it  only  aflfects  that  part  of 
the  gums  which  is  in  dose  contiguity,  and  that  the  tongue  ia 
untouched.  Whereas,  in  severe  mercurial  salivation,  the  nkera- 
tion  is  diffused ;  the  whole  of  the  gums,  and  the  lining  membrana 
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of  the  cheeks,  and  the  tongue,  as  veil  as  tiie  palate,  being 
afieeted  from  the  first.^^  Now  here  is  a  case  exactly  answering 
the  description  he  gives  of  the  disease  when  induced  by  severs 
mercurial  salivation  ;  the  gums,  lips,  cheeks,  tongue,  palate,  and 
fauces  were  gangrenous  when  the  child  died,  and  were  affected 
from  the  first,  yet  she  never  took  mercury.  When  Dr.  H.  first 
saw  the  patient,  he  told  the  parents  the  malady  looked  like  thai 
which  is  said  to  be  sometimes  induced  by  mercury ;  but  they 
assured  him  she  had  never  taken  that«  or  any  other  medicine, 
except  some  simple  nursery  specifics,  which  they  named. 

A  question  here  suggests  itself.  Supposing  mercury  to  have  a 
part,  d%  times,  in  the  causation  of  this  affection,  can  a  proper  dit- 
tinction  be  drawn  between  cases  induced  under  its  use  and  those 
arising  independently  of  it  ? 

Dr.  W.  EL  Mussey  exhibited  a  specimen  of  cancer  of  the  stom* 
ach.  The  principal  ulcer  extended  from  within  an  inch  of  the 
cardiac  orifice  along  the  lesser  curvature,  three  and  a  half  by 
three  inches.  A  second,  one  inch  by  one-half  inch,  was  situate 
on  the  posterior  wall,  two  inches  from  it.  The  other  portions  otf 
the  coats  of  the  stomach  appeared  healthy.  Externally,  several 
glands  were  enlarged  and  indurated.  The  stomach  was  adhered 
for  the  space  of  one  inch  and  one-quarter  in  diameter,  to  the 
edge  of  the  left  lobe  of  the  liver,  with  a  perforation  into  its  sub- 
stance, within  three-eighths  of  an  inch  of  its  anterior  surface. 

The  liver  was  much  enlarged,  weighing  nine  pounds ;  its  sn?^ 
face  was  very  irregular,  from  the  presence  of  the  hardened  vari- 
ety of  tubera.  Some  of  the  deposits  had  the  characteristic 
depression  in  the  center,  with  the  radiated  arrangement  of  the 
fibrous  envelope,  though  without  vascularity,  and  were  isolated ;  m 
others  there  was  a  coalescence  of  several  tubera,  forming  large 
masses,  with  a  light  colored  shining  surface.  The  morbid  growth 
was  one-half  of  the  substance  of  the  viscns. 

In  life  the  liver  reached  as  low  as  the  nmbillicus. 

The  existence  of  the  disease  of  the  stomach  was  not  suspected 
till  it  was  discovered  post'tnartem.  There  had  never  been  vomit- 
ing or  nausea,  and  digestion  was  but  slightly  deranged. 

Since  October  last  the  health  of  the  patient  had  been  gradually 
failing,  and  aoeording  to  the  account  «f  the  jdiysician,  htd  had 
VOL.  L,  KO.  V. — 15. 
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tjphoid  feyer,  and  an  attack  of  jmeomonia  snpenrening.  The 
habitB  of  the  patient  had  always  been  most  exemplary ;  his  mind 
was  equable  in  its  emotions,  and  there  was  no  knowledge  of  any 
hereditary  causes. 

Dr.  Mussey  also  exhibited  a  specimen  of  the  genito-urinaiy 
organs.  The  patient,  70  years  of  age,  had  been  attacked  with 
retention  of  urine  in  the  night  about  2  o'clock,  and  had  attempted 
to  pass  a  catheter  without  success.  A  physician  was  called,  but 
he  failed  to  introduce  the  instrument.  Dr.  M.  saw  the  patient  at 
2  p.  M.  the  next  day,  but  was  unable  to  pass  the  catheter.  Sub- 
sequently, another  consultation  was  held,  and  the  bladder  ta|^)ed 
through  the  rectum ;  but  the  patient  died  (m  the  third  day  of  the 
attack. 

The  prostate  gland  was  enlarged  to  five  times  the  natural  size. 
There  were  two  projections  of  the  gland  within  the  bladder ;  one 
of  the  right  lobe,  causing  a  deviation  of  the  urethral  orifice ;  and 
another  closing  over  that  orifice  so  completely  as  to  prevent  the 
passage  of  urine.  There  was  a  rupture  of  the  membranous  part 
of  the  urethra  into  the  cellular  tissue. 

Nearly  one-half  the  substance  of  both  kidneys  was  supplanted 
by  adipose  tissue,  and  in  the  left  kidney  were  three  hydatid  cysts, 
each  of  the  capacity  of  3ii,  containing  limpid  fluid. 

The  patient  had  been  subject  to  occasional  attacks  of  urinary 
difficulty  for  the  last  twenty  years,  and  for  four  years  past  seve- 
ral attacks  of  retention  of  urine. 


This  being  the  period  for  the  annual  election  of  officers,  the 
following  gentlemen  were  chosen  to  serve*  the  society  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Smith,  IVesident. 
^<    G.  Mendenhall,  Ut  Vice  Prendent 
A.  M.  Johnston,  2d  Vice  Bre%idefnt 
G  B.  HuaHES,  Ree.  Secretary. 
W.  H.  MussBT,  Cor.  Secretary. 
Yfu.  Clrndekin,  li'easurer.  * 
K  B.  Stbvbks,  Librartan. 

Dr.  fimiih  being  psosentt  was  condicted  to  the  chair  by  liisi 
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predecessor,  and  returned  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  socieijr 
for  the  honor  conferred  upon  him,  in  a  few  appropriate  remarks. 

Dr.  G.  R.  Patton  was  proposed  for  membership  by  Pro£ 
White. 

Drs.  J.  C.  Welles  and  Jno.  A.  Thacker  were  also  proposed  by 
Prof.  Mendenhall,  and  Dr.  Geo.  P.  Oliver  by  Dr.  S.  Bonner. 

Prof.  Mendenhall  was  appointed  to  read  a  paper  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  society,  which  will  be  on  the  Use  of  Opium  in  the 
Diseases  of  Children.     Adjourned. 


4  ^»» » 


CIiINICAL   IiECTUBES. 


Art.  X. — Fisitfia  Lachrymalis,  A  portion  of  a  Clinical  Lecture 
delivered  at  the  St.  John's  Hotel  for  Invalids,  by  Prof.  B.  D. 
MussEY,  November  10,  1856. 

Gentlemen — The  young  woman  before  you  has  a  lachrymid 
fistula,  for  which  I  propose  an  operation  this  morning. 

The  operation  is  by  no  means  imposing,  although  of  no  small 
importance  to  the  patient. 

From  want  of  time  I  shall  not  enter  into  the  pathology  of  this 
affection,  and  will  only  make  a  few  remarks  upon  the  treatment. 

The  treatment  by  injections  into  the  lachrymal  sac,  or  by  small 
probes  or  bougies  introduced  through  one  of  the  puncta  lachry- 
malia,  is  so  uncertain  as  not  to  inspire  much  confidence  among 
surgeons.  In  cases  of  severity,  or  long  standing,  there  is  a  lia- 
bility, on  undue  exposure,  to  inflammation  and  abscess  of  ths 
lachrymal  sac,  which  usually  bursts  externally. 

The  most  accredited  operation,  at  the  present  time,  consists  ill 
making  an  opening  into  the  sac,  dilating  the  stricture,  introducing 
a  style,  with  a  button  on  one  end  to  prevent  its  slipping  into  the 
orifice. 

The  tendon  of  the  orbicularis  palpebrarum  muscle  is  brought 
distinctly  to  view,  by  drawing  the  skin  of  the  eyelid  over  the 
external  margin  of  the  orbit,  and  holding  it  tense,  while  a  straight, 
narrow,  sharp-pointed  bistoury  is  introduced  a  little  below  the  ten- 
don, and  on  the  inner  side  of  a  line  drawn  perpendicularly  down- 
ward from  tli8  loww  punctam  lachrymale. 
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The  direction  of  the  histcmry  should,  at  first,  he  hackwardt 
inward,  and  a  little  downward.  It  shoold  he  passed  slowly  until, 
by  a  diminution  of  resistanoe,  it  is  felt  to  have  penetrated  the  sac 
Its  direction  should  then  be  changed — ^it  should  be  pressed  down- 
ward, a  little  backward,  parallel  with  the  median  line,  while  the 
edge  is  directed  outward.  As  this  is  slowly  withdrawn,  a  smooth, 
steel  bougie,  with  a  rounded  point,  well  oiled,  should  be  passed 
by  the  side  of  the  blade  into  the  sac.  Bougies  of  this  kind,  of 
different  sizes,  should  be  at  hand.  The  one  first  introduced  may 
be  about  the  j\  to  j\  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  After  it  has  passed 
the  stricture  it  should  be  carried  down  so  as  to  toudh  the  flooring 
of  the  nostril.  It  may  be  jvesendy  withdrawn,  and  oce  some- 
what larger  pat  into  its  place^  then  another,  and  still  another,  if 
necessary,  to  dilate  the  passage  to  the  diameter  of  about  ^'^  of  an 
inek  By  the  aid  of  a  small  syringe*  tepid  or  cold  water  may  be 
injected  into  the  opening  till  the  bleeding  has  ceased.  Then  a 
style,  about  -j\  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  about  an  incb  and  a 
quarter  long,  somewhat  bent  a  little  below  the  button,  is  to  be 
introduced.  If  the  button  does  not  fit  neatly  upon  the  integu- 
ment, the  angle  of  flexion  of  the  style  may  be  altered  by  a  pair 
of  pliers  with  round  points>  which  ic  is  always  convenient  to  have 
on  these  occasions^ 

In  the  afte]>creatment,  it  ia  well  every  day  or  two,  to  withdraw 
partially,  or  entirely,  the  style,  and  wash  the  opening  and  inject 
a  little  tepid  water. 

In  these  cases  the  style  should  be  worn  for  a  number  of  months, 
£requently  one  or  two  years,  and  occasionally  longer. 

In  the  case  before  you,  an  abscess  opened  externally  &om  the 
sac  last  June  or  July :  and  since  that  time,  at  irregular  incervals* 
several  irruptions  of  abscess  have  occurred. 

^The  Dr.  then  proceeded  to  the  operation,  and  introduced  a 
silver  style.)  The  silver  style,  gentlemen,  is  most  commonly 
used :  rarely  ihe  style  is  made  of  gold,  lead,  or  pewter. 

For  many  years,  gentlemen,  I  was  in  the  habit  of  operating  in 
the  method  of  X.  Dupuycren,  by  introducing  a  tube  instead  of  a 
style.  The  tube,  however,  dillered  from  Dupuytren's,  in  being 
made  cylindrical  for  moat  of  ita  length*  and  cut  odT  obliquely  afc 
the  lower  end,  so  as  to  laam  aa  np^^ifT^g  fir  tha  taar%  if  it  ahonU 
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sink  as  low  as  the  flooring  of  the  nostriL  I  used  gold  tubes  onlj, 
and  left  a  small  silver  style  in  the  tube  for  a  few  days  after  the 
operation,  to  keep  it  clear  from  clotted  blood.  Generally  this 
method  was  satisfactory,  but  now  and  then  a  case  occurred  when 
it  was  necessary  to  open  into  the  sac  to  clear  the  tube.  The 
extraction  of  the  tube  was  sometimes  attended  with  a  good  deal 
of  trouble  and  annoyance  to  the  patient,  and  I  at  length  aban- 
doned the  tube  altogether,  returning  to  the  use  of  the  style. 

There  is  a  lady  now  living  in  this  city,  in  whose  case  I  opera*- 
ted,  inserting  a  gold  tube,  seventeen  years  ago.  The  tube  still 
works  well,  it  causes  no  irritation,  and  delivers  the  tears  into 
the  nostril. 

M.  Desmarres,  a  distinguished  Parisian  occulist,  about  four 
years  ago  practiced  a  very  different  operation,  viz :  that  of  apply-' 
ing  the  actual  cautery  to  the  interior  of  the  sac  to  cause  its 
obliteration.  Prof  Judkins  informs  me  that  when  he  was  in 
Paris,  two  years  ago,  Desmarres  had  almost,  or  entirely  relin- 
quished this  method,  preferring  the  operation  with  the  style. 


BEVIEWS    AND    NOTICES. 


ART.  XI. — Digetiion  and  Us  Derangements.  The  Principles  of  Rational  Medicine 
applied  to  Disorders  of  the  Alimentary  Canal.  By  Thomas  K.  Chambers,  M.  D., 
Fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians ;  Physician  to  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  and 
Lecturer  on  the  Practice  of  Medicine  at  St.  Mary's  Medical  School,  London ; 
author  of  "  Decenniom  Pathologicum/'  eta,  etc. 

Ages  ago,  it  was  said  "  of  making  many  hooks  there  is  no  end." 
In  making  this  record,  Solomon  certainly  had  not  reference  to  the 
time  in  which  he  lived  only,  for  then  hook-making  and  book-read- 
ing were,  in  comparison,  small  matters.  But  looking  into  the 
future,  he  discerned  that  which  we  now  so  plainly  see,  the  almost 
incompjutable  multiplication  of  those  written  media  by  which  mind 
communes  with  mind.  The  press,  heavily  laden,  groans  in  the 
delivery  of  mental  food  for  the  million,  every  day  of  the  year. 
Cheap  literature  is  one  of  the  characteristics  of  our  age.  Its  effect 
upon  the  people  we  will  not  discuss.  As  in  general  literature,  so 
in  medical.  Machinery,  with  steam  as  the  motive  power,  is 
spreading  broad-cast  over  the  field  of  medicine,  page  upon  page 
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and  volnme  after  yolume.  If  freedom  from  disease  depended 
upon  the  number  and  variety  of  medical  books  we  encounter,  then 
would  we  have  reason  to  rejoice.  The  pregnant  press  would  be 
the  shrine  at  which  we  would  worship ;  and  we  would  wait  upon 
its  delivery  with  silent  satisfaction.  As  in  the  natural  world  all 
productions  are  not  useful,  and  some  are  decidedly  deleterious — 
abortions  fall  here,  and  deformities  are  seen  there — so  with  our 
literature  so  redundant  with  paper,  ink,  etc.,  much  is  entirely  use- 
less, much  deleterious — abortions  are  frequent,  and  deformities 
everywhere  seen.  But,  notwithstanding  the  shelves  of  our  book 
merchants  are  the  depositories  of  much  that  is  worthless,  valuable 
products  of  learned  and  thoughtful  minds  may  be  found  upon 
them.  Of  this  class  is  Dr.  Chambers's  work  '*  On  Digestion  and 
its  Derangements."  We  desire  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
Profession  to  this  useful  volume.  Our  limits  will  not  permit  an 
extended  notice,  therefore  our  aim  will  be  rather  to  act  as  a  sign- 
board pointing  the  way,  than  as  a  cicerone  conducting  the  reader 
through  the  different  sections  of  the  work,  and  halting  at  every 
point  of  interest  and  importance. 

The  author  has  divided  his  book  into  two  parts.  In  the  first, 
or  physiological  part,  he  lays  no  claim  to  original  research.  "  It 
is  simply  an  attempt  to  join  the  di^ecta  membra  of  recent  obser- 
vations on  the  subject  of  digestion  into  a  connected  sketch — 
to  offer  a  concise  picture  of  these  vital  processes,  such  as  may 
be  present  to  the  mind  of  a  practitioner,  who  is  continuously 
employed  in  modifying  them  for  the  relief  of  pain  and  preser- 
vation of  life,  without  overloading  his  scanty  leisure  by  prolonged 
quotation."  lu  the  second  part,  "  On  the  Derangements  of  Diges- 
tion," it  was  of  course  the  author's  duty  to  "draw  from  the  life  only." 

Dr.  Chambers  defines  digestion  to  be  "  that  process  by  which 
supplies  are  taken  into  the  blood  from  the  alimentary  canaL"  We 
can  not  follow  him  in  his  amplification  of  this  definition,  nor  stop 
to  consider  the  ditterencc  in  the  animal  and  vegetable  world  with 
regard  to  the  manner  of  receiving  and  distributing  nutriment 
Suffice  it  to  say,  that  in  the  vegetable  world  the  first  producer  or 
receiver  of  the  article  is  of  the  same  nature  as  the  consumer,  and 
the  higher  we  ascend  in  the  scale  of  animal  creation,  the  more 
strongly  marked  and  easier  to  recognixe  is  the  distinction  between 
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the  receiving  and  the  using  the  means  of  growth — the  more  spe- 
cial is  the  apparatus  assigned  to  making  and  moving  the  blood — : 
the  more  obviously  distinct  is  its  devotion  to  what  may  be  called 
"  the  carrying  trade"  of  the  bodily  economy. 

"  By  this  broad  line  of  demarkation,  we  are  enabled  to  point  to 
a  separate  series  of  organs  appropriated  to  the  offices  of  digestion, 
all  of  which  are,  physiologically  speaking,  anterior  to  the  blood." 
"  Of  these  offices,"  says  the  author, "  it  is  attempted  in  the  following 
pages  to  offer  such  a  picture  as  may  be  present  in  the  mind  of 
a  practitioner  in  medicine  during  his  daily  task  of  modifying, 
mainly  through  their  influence,  the  phenomena  of  life — such  as 
may  assist  him,  as  far  as  the  actual  state  of  knowledge  will  allow, 
in  having  a  rational  basis  for  empirical  treatment — a  picture,  rug- 
ged indeed  and  imperfect  in  its  outline,  but  capable  of  being  filled 
up  by  observations  derived  from  his  own  experience  or  contributed 
by  the  special  researches  of  those  purely  devoted  to  a  philosophical 
life.  In  no  way  is  both  the  science  and  the  art  of  healing  so 
likely  to  be  improved,  as  by  the  association  in  its  literature,  and 
through  that  in  the  minds  of  its  practitioners,  of  pathology  with 
physiology  rather  than  with  morbid  anatomy;  that  juster  theo- 
retical views  are  elicited  by  looking  upon  disease  as  a  part  of  the 
phenomena  of  life  than  as  the  producer  of  appearances  seen  after 
death ;  and  that  patients  are  more  likely  to  be  cured  by  one, 
whether  originfil  observer  or  reader,  who  is  considering  even 
imperfectly  the  vital  actions  exhibited  by  them,  than  if  he  knew 
exactly  what  would  be  the  consequence  of  the  disease  in  the  corpse." 

If  it  is  a  fact  that  in  derangements  of  the  digestive  organs 
morbid  anatomy  gives  us  less  help  than  in  any  other  classes  of 
disease — that  the  changes  of  those  viscera*  found  in  the  dead  body 
have  less  relation  to  the  phenomena  during  life  than  in  other 
cases,  it  is  evident  that  the  association  of  pathology  with  physi- 
ology, in  this  department  of  medicine,  is  of  the  first  importance. 

My  limits  will  not  allow  me  to  pursue  this  subject  any  further 
at  present,  and  I  will  close  with  a  statement  of  the  plan  of  the 
work,  in  the  author's  own  words :  "  In  this  first  book,  *  On  Diges- 
tion,' a  sketch  will  first  be  given  of  the  several  parts  concerned 
in  that  function  which  are  common  to  the  whole  alimentary  tube ; 
then  the  several  portions  will  be  examined  connected  with  the 
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seteral  pecaliar  solvento  which  they  possess ;  and  then  ihe  sub- 
stances which  these  parts  are  designed  to  receive. 

**  A  similar  plan  will  be  followed  in  the  second  book,  *  On  the 
Derangements  of  Digestion/  so  that  the  several  chapters  maj  be, 
as  it  were,  complementary  to  each  other,  the  organ  being  exhib- 
ited, in  the  first  book,  in  its  typical  state ;  in  the  second,  in  its 
deviations ;  both  being  in  fact  equally  manifestations  of  physio- 
logical  laws."  J-  »-  w. 


ART.  Xn..-^The  FHndpla  of  Surgery  ;  by  James  Milleb,  F.  R.  S.  F,  R,  C,  8.  E, 
— ^Prof.  of  Surgerj  in  the  UniTersitj  of  Edinburgh ;  etc,  etc.,  etc.  Foorth 
American,  from  the  third  and  reyised  English  J^tion ;  Illustrated  bj  two 
hundred  and  forty  Engrayings  on  wood.  Philadelphia :  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1856. 

Prof.  Milleb  of  Edinburgh,  has  already  made  his  mark,  and 
established  an  enduring  reputation  as  a  Surgeon  on  both  sides 
of  the  Atlantic ;  and  we  feel  much  obliged  to  the  publishers  for 
the  new  and  elegant  edition  of  his  book,  now  before  us.  Miller^s 
Principles  of  Surgery,  has  been  before  the  American  Medical 
Profession  for  a  few  years,  and  has  deservedly  met  with  a  very 
favorable  reception.  To  such  as  have  not  examined  the  work,  it 
may  be  proper  to  say,  that  this  is  not  a  work  on  Operative  Surgery, 
but  a  treatise  on  the  proper  management  of  surgical  diseases. 
Thus,  for  instance,  in  the  first  chapter  we  have  Sections  on  various 
constitutional  affections — as  Fevers,  Scrofula,  Cancer,  Bheumatism, 
Scurvy,  Delerium  Tremens,  Spinal  Irritation,  and  the  like.  Then, 
we  have  chapters  on  the  Inflammatory  Process,  on  Ulcers,  Tumors, 
Hemorrhages,  Affections  of  the  Periosteum  and  Bone,  of  the  Joints, 
of  the  Arteries,  etc.;  Qhapters  on  certain  Injuries,  as  Wounds, 
Fractures,  Dislocations,  Sprains;  Chapter  XXVI  is  upon  the 
"  Employment  of  Ansesthesia  in  Surgery,"  which  Prof.  Miller 
regards  as  **  Established," — a  brief  summary  is  given  of  the 
cautions  to  be  observed,  and  the  extent  to  which  it  may  be  used, 
or  ought  to  be  used  under  varying  circumstances.  Appended  we 
have  a  brief,  pleasant,  historical  sketch  of  Surgery,  with  short 
notices  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  ancient  and  modern 
names  that  adorn  this  branch  of  the  Profession.  { 

For  sale  by  H.  W.  Derby  &  Co.— Price,  $3.76. 
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ART.  Xin.  An  Anafytieal  Compendium  of  the  Braruhtt  <(f  Medhal  Science;  For  <A» 
Use  and  Examination  of  Students  ;  by  John  Neill,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  to  Pennsyl- 
rania  Hospital,  etc. ;  uid  Franom  G.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Physician  to  St  Joseph^ 
Hospital,  eto.,  a  new  edition ;  three  hundred  and  seventy-four  Illustrations. 
Philadelphia  :  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1856. 

This  work  is  just  what  it  purports  to  "be,  a  compend  of  the 
various  branches  of  medicine;  and  this  is  a  new  edition  of 
the  work,  which  is  already  well  known  to  the  Profession.  Neill  & 
Smith's  compend  is  one  of  several  works  of  this  kind  that  have 
been  introduced  to  the  notice  of  practitioners  within  a  few  years 
past — and  as  brief  summaries  or  outlines — ^for  examination  of 
students,  or  for  a  hasty  refreshing  of  particular  points — are  very 
valuable,  and  especially  to  the  physician  constantly  absorbed  in 
the  duties  of  a  full  practice.  } 

For  sale  by  Moore,  Wilstach,  Keys  &  Co.     Price,  $3.00. 


ART.  XIV w — Monthly  Stethoscope  and  Medical  Reporter ;  G.  A.  Wilson,  M.  D.  and  B. 
A.  Lewis,  M.  D.,  Editors  and  Proprietors, 

We  have  received  the  March  number  of  this  Journal,  redivivtis. 
We  are  not  familiar  with  the  merits  of  the  difficulty  among  the 
Richmond  Journalists ;  we  understand,  however,  the  old  Stethh 
scope  was  owned  by  one  party,  and  edited  by  another ;  that  the 
publishers  sold  out  the  Journal  to  be  merged  in  the  Virginia 
Medical  Journal^  and  this  left  the  editors  of  the  Stethoscope  in  the 
lurch.  But  it  seems  Drs.  Wilson  and  Lewis  "  never  say  die,"  and 
the  Stethoscope  under  its  new  auspices,  breathes  a  hopeful  spirit 
of  faith  and  energy.  The  editors  of  the  Stethoscope  and  Reporter 
have  our  best  wishes ;  and  at  the  same  time,  we  earnestly  trust 
all  unkindness  of  feeling  among  the  Bichmond  brethren  wiU  be 
suffered  to  die  without  a  struggle.  | 


The  British  and  Foreign  Medico- Chimrgieal  Review^  or  Quarterly  Journal  of  Practical 
Medicine  and  Surgery, 

Through  the  politeness  of  S.  S.  and  W.  Wood,  of  New  York, 
who  are  the  American  republishers,  we  have  received  No.  XXXIII 
of  this  capital  quarterly,  for  January  1856.  Anyone  forwarding 
three  dollars,  the  subscription  price,  to  the  Messrs.  Wood,  261 
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Pemrl  street.  New  Yoi^  will  leeeiTe  tlie  BrUuik  QuarUrly  one 
jear,  firee  of  postage,  and  we  guarantee  them  to  get  their  money^s 
worth  ;  or  to  make  assurance  doably  sure  by  sending  five  dollars 
to  the  pablisher  of  the  Mediad  Oburver^  they  will  receive  both 
the  ObMerver  and  Quarterly  for  one  year  free  of  postage.  | 


Tke  Hmlf  Tesrlg  Abttrmet  of  tMe  MaBtml  Sdmea;  Edited  2y  W.  H.  Kabkihg,  91.  D. 
sad  C.  K  Baoclvfe,  M.  IX,  J^umar^^  1856.    BepaUisked,  Phfladflphia :  by 

and  Unckistoii. 


Ranking' $  Ahftraet  and  Braithwaik^9  Betro^peel  are  among  the 
necessities  of  the  Medical  Library.  The  present  number  of 
Banking  is  the  twenty-^eccTid  half  yearly  abstract,  and  folly  sus- 
tains its  established  character,  as  a  resume  of  current  praciacal 
medicine.     On  sale  by  H.  W.  Derby  &  Co.  % 

Terms,  $1  per  number,  or  $2  per  annum. 


PneeetBngtof  the  American  Pharmaeeutieal  Auodmtunij&t  tkt FaitrA  Ammai Mtetimg ^ 
hMiaNem  York,  S^iember\hVi,mnd\Z,\^5&. 

Thbough  the  kindness  of  our  friend  W.  J.  M.  Crordon,  we  have 
reoeiTcd  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  last  meeting  of  the 
American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  and  hare  received  much 
pleasure  in  its  hasty  perusal ;  as  part  of  the  proceedings  we  find 
several  very  valuable  reports  and  essays ;  K  S.  Wayne's  essay  on 
the  growth  and  production  of  wines  in  the  West,  is  very  interest- 
ing; so,  too,  the  report  on  '*  home  adulteration."  We  notice  in  the 
roll  of  membership,  a  number  fjS  highly  esteemed  friends  fi^xok  this 
city  and  elsewhere.  The  Association  is  evidently  composed  of 
diligent  and  earnest  workers.  We  wish  them  success  and 
prosperity. 

We  have  also  received  the  following  new  publications  which  will 
receive  as  early  a  notice  as  practicable :  From  Lea  &  Blanchaid, 
Lehman's  Chemical  Physiology ;  Brown's  Surgical  Diseases  of 
Women;  Jones'  Opthalmic  Surgery;  Flint  on  Bespiratory 
.Organs;  Neligan's  Atlas  of  Cutaneous  Diseases;  and  frook  Lind- 
say &  Blackiston,  Headland,  on  the  Action  of  Medkines. 

We  also  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  very  neat  catalogue  of 
ihe  publications  of  Philips,  Sampson  &  Ca,  Boston.  % 
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EDITOBIAL  AND   MISCELIiANT. 


ABORTION. 

It  may  be  assumed  as  sound  doctrine  at  the  present  time^  that 
it  is  morally  right  to  produce  abortion  in  the  early  stages  of  preg- 
nancy, where  circumstances  exist  rendering  it  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  saving  the  life  of  the  mother.  But,  while  admitting 
this  proposition  to  be  true,  we  would  not,  for  one  moment,  give  a 
shade  of  countenance  to  this  proceeding,  unless  the,  circumstan- 
ces  and  conditions  were  of  an  imperative  character.  We  would 
not  for  one  moment  sanction  the  practice,  under  any  trivial  pre- 
text urged  by  the  woman  herself.  It  should  never  be  resorted 
to,  except  after  a  carefully  conducted  consultation  of  well-qualified 
physicians,  and  then  upon  their  decision  that  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  woman.  We  believe  that  there  is 
a  great  deal  of  moral  obliquity  on  this  subject,  and  that  in  some 
instances  it  invades  our  profession.  We  have  reason  to  suppose 
that  it  is  accomplished  very  often  among  the  married  and  res- 
pectable, and  therefore  not  confined  to  cases  of  illegitimacy,  and 
the  abandoned  of  society.  We  greatly  fear  that  the  practice  is 
sometimes  winked  at,  or  at  least  not  sufficiently  reprobated  by 
some  medical  men.  In  this  connection  we  leave  out  of  view 
entirely  those  cases  of  illegitimate  pregnancy,  where  large  fees 
are  offered,  because,  if  it  is  sanctioned  by  any  physician  on  trivial 
occasions,  of  course  he  will  never  refuse  a  case  that  pays  largely. 
It  is  the  looseness  of  feeling  on  this  subject  that  we  are  now 
censuring.  As  an  evidence  of  what  we  fear  on  this  subject,  we 
find  in  a  recent  number  of  a  respectable  medical  journal,  an  arti- 
cle on  the  different  modes  of  producing  abortion,  in  which  the 
writer  recommends  one  particular  manner  of  effecting  it,  and 
uses  the  following  language :  **  I  have  often  performed  it  in  this 
way,  and  believe  I  can  safely  and  certainly  do  it  in  every  case.'' 
He  then  details  his  manner  of  proceeding ;  which  is,  to  puncture 
the  membranes,  and  then  give  ergot.  In  another  part  of  the 
paper,  in  referring  to  the  action  of  ergot,  the  following  language 
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it  naed :  **  I  haye  a  professional  friend  who  deems  it  right  to  nse 
this  agent  illegitimatelj,  and  he  informs  me,  that  in  ahont  one 
hundred  trials,  and  that,  too,  npon  -persons  of  rarions  ages  and 
conditions  of  health,  he  has  administered  this  dmg  prior  to  the 
nse  of  anything  else,  and  he  always  had  contractions  of  the  nteros 
to  ensue/' 

In  the  first  quotation,  and  in  a  subsequent  part  of  the  article, 
we  have  the  admission,  as  to  '^  often ''  performing  the  operation 
in  ^*  twenty  year's  practice.''  We  haye  inquired  of  one  respected 
member  of  the  profession,  of  fifVy  year's  engagement  in  a  large 
practice,  and  he  states,  that  he  never  induced  abortion ;  and  neyer 
had  but  one  case  in  which  it  was  demanded.  In  this  case  it  was 
not  done ;  but  if  such  a  case  were  to  occur  again  to  him,  he  belieyed 
it  would  be  the  proper  course,  for  the  purpose  solely  of  saying  the 
life  of  the  mother.  Another  of  thirty-seyen  years,  that  he  had 
seen  one  woman,  who  required  abortion  to  be  effected  in  two  dif- 
ferent pregnancies ;  and  another  woman  was  placed  in  peril,  but 
recovered  without.  We  have  inquired  of  several  who  have  been 
in  large  practice  for  ten  to  twenty  years,  who  have  never  seen  a 
case  requiring  the  induction  of  abortion.  In  a  practice  of  twenty- 
one  years  we  have  seen  only  one  case  of  the  kind,  and  that  in 
consultation.  How  any  man,  in  twenty  years'  practice,  could  see 
cases  enough,  of  a  character  requiring  the  destruction  of  the 
ovum  '*  often,"  we  can  not  comprehend,  unless  he  were  connected 
with  some  large  public  charity,  which  was  not  the  case  with  the 
author  of  this  paper,  residing  in  an  interior  town,  of  small  size. 
It  looks  to  us  amazingly  like  as  though  there  was  too  much 
fismiliarity  with  the  subject. 

Again,  if  we  had  a  "  professional  friend  who  deems  it  right  to 
use  ergot  [and  of  course  produce  abortion]  illegitimately,"  we 
should  certainly  cut  his  acquaintance,  and  warn  the  profession 
against  him.  We  would  as  soon  speak  of  a  "  professional  friend  " 
who  had  perpetrated  burglary  one  hundred  times ;  or,  as  a  high- 
wayman, had  robbed  one  hundred  times,  and  murdered  when  he 
found  it  best,  in  pursuit  of  this  employment,  which  he  deemed 
^' right."  If  he  had  said  he  knew  a  '*  notoriously  dishonest 
quack,"  etc,  we  could  understand  it ;  but  to  have  a  *'  professional 
friend"  who  had  produced  *'<me  hundred"  abortions,  is  past 
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comprehension.  In  fact,  the  whole  article  exhibits  what  we  con- 
sider an  alarming  familiarity  with  the  induction  of  abortion. 

This  communication  would  not  have  received  so  much  attention, 
but  we  are  bound  to  suppose  that  the  views  are  those  of  a  respect- 
able physician,  as  it  appears  in  a  respectable  journal,  the  editor 
of  which  we  know  can  have  no  affinity  with  wrong-doing  on  this 
point.  If  we  are  retrograding  as  a  community,  and  profes- 
sionally, in  reference  to  the  protection  of  human  life,  it  is  high 
time  to  sound  the  alarm ;  we  had  better  go  back  to  the  Hippo- 
cratic  oath,  and  learn  wisdom. 

In  addition  we  may  remark,  that  we  do  not  know  the  author 
of  this  paper ;  our  remarks  have  been  called  forth  reluctantly, 
but  under  an  abiding  conviction  of  their  necessity.  * 


SANITORY    REFORM. 

We  take  great  pleasure  in  inserting  in  the  present  number 
of  the  Observer,  "  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths,  in  Ohio."  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the 
first  legal  step  has  been  taken  by  our  law-makers,  toward  Sani- 
tary Eeform.  We  hope  it  will  prove  of  great  value,  and  it  is  to 
the  Medical  Profession  that  we  are  mainly  to  look  for  its  efficiency. 
To  make  the  law  popular  and  useful,  our  Profession  must  give  it 
its  cordial  support.  Difficulties  will  have  to  be  overcome,  before 
we  become  habituated  to  its  workings:  imperfections  may  be 
found  in  the  law,  requiring  amendment ;  but  we  bespeak  for  it  a 
careful  and  patient  application :  ^ 

[No.  72.]  AN  ACT, 

To  proyide  for  the  Registration  of  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths,  in  Ohio. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Oeneral  Aeeembly  of  ike  State  of  Ohio^  That  it  shaU 
be  the  dutj  of  aU  clergjmen,  or  other  persons,  who  shaU  hereafter  celebrate  or 
perform  the  marriage  ceremony  within  this  State,  to  keep  a  registry  of  aU  mar* 
riages  celebrated  by  them,  showing  the  names,  ages,  residence  and  place  of  birth 
of  the  persons  married,  whether  they  were  single  or  widowed,  the  time  of  the 
marriage,  and  the  names  of  their  parents. 

Sbo.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  physicians,  surgeons  and  midwives,  to  keep 
a  registry  of  all  the  births  and  deaths  at  which  they  have  professionally  attended, 
•bowing,  in  cases  of  birth,  the  name  of  the  father,  and  the  maiden  name  of  the 
mother,  and  their  residence,  the  sex  and  color  of  the  child,  together  with  ite 
mune,  if  it  shall  receiTO  one,  and  whether  bom  aliye  or  dead.  Such  registry 
■hall  fhow,  in  caies  of  death — the  time,  place,  and  cause  of  death ;  the  name, 
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a^  tex,  eolor,  and  coadiibii  (at  to  wketber  sini^e  or  maniftd,  or  widowed),  the 
name  and  samaxne  of  the  parents,  the  ooenpation,  the  reaidenee,  and  place  of 
birth  of  the  deoeaaed.  When  two  or  more  phjndans,  surgeons,  or  midwiTes, 
Maj  hare  attended  professionall j  at  anj  hirth  or  death,  that  i^jsi^an,  surgeon, 
or  midwife,  who  is  oldest,  in  attendance,  shall  make  the  r^istry. 

Sao.  3.  It  shall  be  the  dntj  of  the  physicians,  clergymen,  enrgeons  and  mid- 
wiTCS  abore-named,  to  deposit  in  the  county  clerk's  office,  in  the  Tarious  counties 
in  which  such  births,  marriages  and  deaths  occur,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day 
of  Bfareh,  in  erery  year,  a  copy  of  said  registry,  embracing  the  period  of  one 
year,  ending  on  the  first  day  of  March,  last  preceding  the  time  of  deposit;  and 
the  clerk  shall  deliTer  the  same  to  the  assessor  of  the  scTeral  townships  in  each 
oounty,  at  the  same  time  that  the  Auditor  of  the  of  the  county  deliTers  instruc- 
tions and  blanks  to  such  assessor. 

Sbo.  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessors,  while  making  their  lists  of  taxa- 
ble property,  to  ascertain  and  record,  in  a  list  separate  from  the  list  of  taxable 
property,  all  the  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  which  shall  haTe  occurred  within 
their  respectiye  townships,  in  the  twelre  months,  ending  on  the  first  day  of 
March,  last  preceding  the  time  of  assessment,  with  all  the  items  of  time,  place, 
etc,  hereinbefore  directed,  to  be  inserted  in  the  registries,  as  proTided  in  sections 
one  and  two  of  this  Act.    They  shall  make  strict  inquiry  of  all  heads  of  families, 
and  shall  use  the  registries  of  clergymen,  physicians,  surgeons,  and  midwiTes, 
hereinbefore  named  in  order  to  obtain  correctly  the  information  herein  required. 
They  shall  return  said  lists  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  with  the  registries 
aforesaid,  to  the  clerks  of  the  courts  of  Common  Pleas,  at  the  same  time  that  they 
return  their  lists  of  taxable  property.    The  clerks  shall  copy  said  lists  in  sudi 
form  as  the  Secretary  of  State  may  direct,  and  transmit  such  copy  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June  in  each  year.    The  derks  shall 
receiye  for  their  services  such  compensation  as  the  county  commissioners  shall 
think  just. 

fine.  o.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  from  all  the  lists  of 
births,  marriages  and  deaths  so  transmitted  to  him,  to  prepare  tabular  state- 
ments, showing,  in  a  condensed  form,  the  information  herein  required  to  be 
preserTed — ^keeping  the  statistics  of  each  county  separate,  and  to  cause  two 
thousand  copies  of  the  same  to  be  printed  in  pamphlet  form,  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  January  in  eyery  year,  of  which  copies,  ten  shall  be  transmitted  to  the 
clerk  of  each  county  for  exchange  and  distribution,  at  his  discretion,  and  the 
residue  shall  be  disposed  of  as  the  general  assembly  shall  from  time  to  time 
direct.  The  oounty  clerk,  in  each  and  every  county,  shall  preeerre,  earefuUy,  one 
copy  in  his  office.  The  Secretary  of  State  shall  prepare  and  cause  to  be  printed, 
suitable  blanks  and  instructions  for  the  use  of  assessors,  dergymeiit  pbysieiaBa, 
surgeons  and  midwives,  which  he  shall  transmit  to  the  scTeral  oounty  auditors, 
to  be  by  them  delivered  to  the  assessors. 

Sbo.  6.  To  enable  the  assessors  to  obtain  full  and  correct  information  teaching 
the  facts  herein  required  to  be  ascertained,  they  shall  have  ftill  power  to  swear 
and  interrogate  any  person,  in  their  respective  townships,  for  this  purpose ;  and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  such  persons,  when  thereto  required  by  the  asscasor, 
with  or  without  oath,  to  give  him,  truly  and  fully,  all  the  infonnatiott  whieh  1m 
or  she  may  possess,  touching  any  of  said  facta. 
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Sbo.  7.  The  seyeral  oountj  clerks  shall  foreyer  carefully  preserre  the  lists  of 
births,  marriages  and  deaths  aforesaid,  and  the  registries  of  clergymen,  etc., 
herein  required  to  be  returned  to  them,  for  the  use  of  the  public,  and  which  shall 
always  be  open  to  public  inspection. 

Seo.  8.  The  said  list  of  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  returned  to  the  clerks 
of  the  county  courts,  by  the  assessors,  as  also  the  original  tabular  record  herein 
reqtiired  to  be  made  by  the  clerk  aforesaid,  or  a  duly  certified  copy  of  any  birth, 
marriage,  or  death,  from  either  of  them,  giyen  and  certified  by  the  said  clerks, 
shall  hereafter  be  admitted  and  received  in  all  the  courts  of  this  State,  as  prima 
facia  eyidence  of  any  such  birth,  marriage,  or  death,  therein  recorded  or  so 
certified. 

Sec.  9.  Any  person  failing,  or  refusing  to  discharge  and  perform,  any  of  the 
acts  or  duties  herein  imposed  and  required  to  be  done,  shall,  for  every  such  faiL 
nre,  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  twenty  dollars,  to  be 
recovered  by  action  before  any  tribunal  having  jurisdiction  thereof,  or  by  indict- 
ment In  the  court  of  Common  Pleas,  for  the  use  of  schools,  in  the  township  in  which 

the  offense  is  committed.  N.  H.  VAN  VORH£S, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representativea, 

THOMAS  H.  FORD, 

President  of  the  Senate. 


Dr.  WrigMs  Beport  to  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society y  on  Med- 
ical Mhics. — This  report  has  been  before  the  Profession  some 
months,  and  has  received,  so  far  as  we  notice,  the  uniform  disap- 
proval of  the  medical  press.  We  extract  the  following  from  the 
Nashville  Journal: 

"  This  report  is  before  us.  To  those  whose  occupation  compel 
them  to  read  almost  everything  that  is  sent  to  them,  this  report 
contains  but  little  that  is  new.  It  is  an  unsavory  re-hash  of  the 
old  rigmarole  against  tyranny,  dictation,  etc.,  and  laudation  of 
freedom  of  action,  manliness,  and  all  that.  Says  the  committee, 
'  The  American  Medical  Association  when  first  organized  was  sup- 
posed to  have  in  view,  as  its  principal  object,  the  concentration  of 
medical  minds  and  medical  materials  into  one  great  profession/ 
Well,  we  understand  that  to  be  its  principal  object  yet.  But  in 
struggling  to  accomplish  it,  it  very  wisely,  we  think,  occurred  to 
its  founders  that  the  surest  process  of  accomplishing  that  end  was 
by  purification,  and  not  by  fusion.  The  chairman  and  the  asso- 
ciation desire  the  same  end,  the  concentration  of  medical  minds 
and  medical  materials  into  one  great  profession.  But  upon  the 
fusion  principle  of  the  chairman,  the  association  thought  the  job 
would  not  be  worth  the  labor.  It  miffht  make  a  pretty  large  and 
a  pretty  liberal  one  withal,  but  the  material  could  not  last 
remarkably  well,  and  wduld  be  decidedly  a  rotten  concern  while 


no  JBXbrial  mid  MwxOmg.  [Hay, 

it  did  last.  So  the  association  adz^J  cut  the  rocten  elements,  and 
endeavored  to  concentrate  the  remainder  of  medical  mind  and 
medical  material  into  a  great  Profession,  '  Bat/  continues  the 
chairman,  *  soi'^nce  maj  be  i:s  sustaining,  motive  p:wer/  Yes, 
this  was  to  be  its  motive  power,  or  motor  p^wer.  trnlj.  but  when 
the  thing  was  in  motion  it  was  thought  it  might  aizcomplish  some 
other  good  besiJe  that  diiplaveii  :n  automatic  responses  to  the 
toach  of  science-  '  Soon/  in  the  same  sentence,  continues  the 
chairman,  '  other  objects  were  deemed  important.  There  must 
needs  be  a  unif-rm  plan  of  eiiucatiin.  especialij  respecting  the 
time  which  should  be  devoted  to  teaching.'  '  Sion ! '  How  scon  ? 
Dot^  not  every  one  know,  that  the  great  leading,  absorbing,  con- 
trolling object  of  the  founders  of  this  ojeat  orsranization  was  this 
identical  thin  or  of  a  more  thorough,  enlarged,  comprehensive,  and 
oniform  system  of  medical  eilucationV  The  chairman  attains  his 
climax  by  the  fearful  annunciation,  that  •  now,  forsooth,  having 
become  arrogant  by  a^e  \  ? )  and  ai:cumulated  aggression  the 
tvrant  assumes  to  ostracise  whole  States.' 

•"  An  abuse  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  abuse  of  the 
national  co«le  of  ethics,  and  abuse  of  leading  physicians  of  his 
own  State,  seem  to  us  to  have  been  leadinsc  objects  with  the  chair- 
man.    The  report  was  very  properly  voted  down  by  the  society. 

"  The  committee  consisted  of  three  individuals.  The  name  of 
one  is  familiarly  associat<.'d  in  the  medical  mintl  with  *  supporters' 
and  '  certificates,'  though  tc  do  not  know  this  is  the  same  gentle- 
man. Another  had  It  ft  before  the  report  was  written  •  on  an 
exploring  expedition  in  behalf  of  the  Government  in  the  far  West,' 
though  he  left  his  written  opinion,  which  quadrates  with  that  of 
the  chairman.  Thus  has  signally  failed,  the  first  organized 
effort  at  disorganization,  since  the  urst  meeting  of  the  Association, 
under  its  first  president,  Nathaniel  Chapman." 


—  « • •^ » 


Dr.  Gardner,  of  Gilead,  Ohio,  writes  to  us  makini;  certain 
inquiries,  as  to  the  requisites  for  membership  in  the  American 
Medical  Association.  We  suppose  the  card  published  in  our  last 
number  is  full  reply  to  his  inquiries :  if,  however,  there  remains 
any  doubt  in  the  matter,  we  simply  say,  that  the  American  Med- 
ical Association  receives  no  menAemhip  on  persoftal  application; 
all  members  of  that  body  are  received  as  representatives  of  the 
various  heal  medical  bodies  mentioned  in  that  card  —  the  local 
association  being  responsiUe  for  the  fitness  of  its  delegate.  Once 
a  member,  however,  in  this  way,  always  a  member :  unless  mem- 
bership be  forfeited  bj  neglect  of  duty,  or  improper  or  nnpro> 
feiakmal  eondnet  % 


THE 
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OBIGINAIi    COMMUNICATIONS. 


Art.  I. — Impermeable  Stricture  of  the  Urethra,  accompanied  mth 
Fistula  in  Perineo  successfully  treated  by  the  Formation  of  a  new 
Portion  of  Urethra,     S.  D.  Thomas,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

B.  B.,  AGED  17  years,  related  his  case  in  substance  thus:  In 
Angust,  1864,  he  fell  from  the  second  story  of  a  building,  astride 
a  joist  of  the  first  story.  Much  irritation  and  some  tumefactioa 
of  the  perineum  followed ;  and  in  a  few  hours  retention  of  the 
urine. 

The  urine  was  drawn  off  from  time  to  time  with  a  catheter,  and 
the  disturbance  in  the  perineum  subsided  in  a  few  weeks,  without 
any  incisions  being  practised  in  the  case.  Much  difficulty  in 
voiding  urine  still  continued,  though  a  small  catheter  was  occa- 
sionally passed  into  the  bladder.  In  a  few  months  an  abscess 
formed,  and  opened  in  the  perineum,  but  healed  in  some  three  or 
four  weeks.  About  this  time  "he  lost  the  tracky^  and  failed  to 
pass  the  catheter  into  the  bladder;  incontinence  of  urine  soon 
followed  together  with  a  succession  of  abscesses  in  the  perineum. 

For  the  first  eleven  months  he  was  under  the  care  of  a  physi- 
cian. 

Such  was  the  statement  the  patient  gave  me  some  time  early 
last  fall,  when  he  became  my  patient     At  that  time  I  found  an 
VOL.  L,  NO.   VI. — 16. 
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impermeable  stricture,  near  to  and  anterior  to  the  liolb;  eloBe  to 
whicb  was  a  false  passage  extending  deep  in  the  peiinenm,  termi- 
nating at,  or  near  to,  the  prostate ;  the  prepuce  was  considerably 
abraded  by  the  continued  dribbling  of  nrine ;  the  perineum  was 
much  h  jpertrophied,  and  in  it  was  a  small  abscess  opening,  nearly 
closed,  and  another  new  abscess  forming  in  its  right  side.  Every 
day  the  patient  made  efforts  to  pass  his  gum  catheter,  which  only 
served  to  keep  up  irritation.  For  a  few  days  I  left  him  to  rest, 
ordering  the  catheter  to  be  laid  aside,  and  an  opiate  to  be  taken 
at  night. 

On  the  1st  of  October  I  commenced  to  treat  the  case.  I  at  first 
tried  a  small  catheter,  then  a  smaller  bougie,  and  finally  the 
smallest  metallic  one  that  I  could  get  made  at  the  shops ;  and 
with  all  I  failed  to  pass  the  stricture ;  but  at  all  times  I  could 
put  a  probe  through  the  fistulous  opening  in  contact  with  the 
bougie  or  catheter  in  the  urethra  through  the  false  passage ;  and 
it  is  worthy  of  notice  that  the  hypertrophy  of  the  perineum  was 
of  such  character  and  extent,  that  it  was  impossible  to  feel  an 
instrument  either  in  Uie  urethra,  false  passage,  or  the  fistulous 
opening  from  the  rectum. 

Eariy  in  November  I  abandoned  all  hope  of  passing  the  stric- 
ture. Now  I  began  to  contemplate  the  propriety  of  Brodie's  ope- 
ration in  the  case.  With  this  in  view,  I  called  in  Drs.  Bruce  and 
Schenck  in  consultation  on  the  8th  oi  November.  They  opposed 
operating,  and  advised  further  efforts  with  bougies  while  the 
the  patient  should  be  under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  as  ddo- 
voform  had  been  used  before  in  the  case.  Chloroform  was  admin- 
istered at  once,  and,  for  more  than  an  hour,  unsuccessful  efforts 
were  made  by  us  to  pass  the  bougie. 

10th.  Chloroform  was  again  given,  and  Dr.  Schenck  and  my- 
self made  a  more  protracted  effort  now  than  before,  but  with  no 
effect  on  the  stricture,  and  Dr.  Schenck  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that 
the  stricture  was  impermeable. 

I  should  have  stated  before,  that  I  had  tried  from  time  to  time 
to  pass  a  probe  through  the  fistula  into  the  bladder,  but  had 
always  failed.  Now  I  determined  to  make  another  thorough 
efibrt,  and  in  about  ten  minutes  succeeded — not  as  I  usually  use 
a  probe,  by  gently  forcing  it  here  and  there  in  order  to  disoov^^ 
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and  pass  the  tortuosities  of  the  sinus,  hat  hy  a  drUUng  mathn 
'With  rery  slight  pressure,  the  prohe  being  held  and  rotated  by 
the  thumb  and  first  finger.  Having  got  the  probe  into  the  blad- 
der, I  proceeded  to  dilate  the  sinus,  and  attempted  to  pass  a 
common  sized  grooved  director  on  the  probe,  but  failed ;  thep  a 
very  small  director,  about  the  size  of  a  curette  spoon  was  tried, 
but  could  not  be  passed,  and  the  patient  was  left  till  a  suitable 
instrument  could  be  procured. 

12th.  The  probe  used  on  the  10th  was  now  converted  into  a 
director  as  well  as  a  probe;  in  this  manner  a  deep  groove  had 
been  cut  from  within  three-fourths  of  an  inch  of  its  point,  extend- 
ing back  its  whole  length!  Then  having,  by  the  same  manipu- 
lation as  before,  passed  the  probe  into  the  bladder,  it  was  pushed 
in  an  inch  farther,  so  that  its  grooved  portion  occupied  the  sinus; 
a  small  director  was  now  readily  passed  facing  the  first,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  the  blunt  or  seaton-needle  extremity  of  a  probe  was 
passed  between  the  two  directors.  In  about  half  an  hour  the  two 
last  named  instruments  were  withdrawn,  and  a  common  sized 
.grooved  director  passed  in  their  place  into  the  bladder ;  then  the 
first  instrument  was  withdrawn ;  now  a  small  gum  catheter  was 
passed  into  the  bladder  on  the  director  with  comparative  ease, 
and  the  director  was  withdrawn.  The  urine  having  run  off 
through  the  catheter,  a  plug  was  fitted  into  the  catheter,  and  %ht 
patient  ordered  to  remove  it  and  let  the  urine  pass  from  time  to 
time. 

16tlu  Yesterday  while  the  patient  was  at  stool,  the  catheter 
dipped  out ;  now  urine  passes  freely  through  the  fistula  when  an 
effort  is  made.  No  dribbling  and  incontinence  as  heretofore,  and 
the  hypertrophy  in  the  perineum  is  subsiding.  The  director  was 
readily  introduced  into  the  bladder  again ;  then  I  proceeded  to 
pass  a  small  sized  rilver  catheter  through  the  penis  into  the 
bladder  by  this  new  route ;  the  catheter  was  passed  in  the  usual 
manner  as  far  down  as  the  stricture,  then  the  point  was  directed  a 
little  outward  and  it  slipped  at  once  into  the  false  passage ;  consid- 
erable difficulty  was  experienced  in  finding  the  director,  but  finally 
the  catheter  was  lodged  on  its  groove,  then  with  gentle  force 
passed  along  it  into  the  bladder  and  the  director  was  withdrawn. 
The  direction  of  the  rings  of  the  catheter  now  indicated  tiiat  te 
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point  laj  much  to  the  left  of  the  median  line.  A  bandage  was 
applied  around  the  waist,  and  from  it  two  pieces  of  tape  were  tied 
to  the  rings  of  the  catheter,  something  like  the  T  bandage;  one 
piece  was  tied  to  the  right  side,  or  uppeimost  ring  of  the  catheter 
and  carried  between  the  thighs,  and  fastened  to  the  bandage 
behind ;  and  the  other  piece  tied  on  the  left  side  or  inferior  ring, 
and  fastened  to  the  bandage  anteriorly  tight  enough  to  make 
oounter  traction  with  its  opposite ;  thus  forcing  the  parts  <hi  the 
catheter  to  assume  a  more  direct  and  natural  course.  A  plug  was 
fitted  to  the  catheter  and  the  patient  directed  to  let  the  urine 
pass  when  necessary. 

21st.  The  catheter  was  removed  for  the  first  to-daj;  washed 
and  re-introduced  immediately,  (without  the  director,)  and  fastened 
as  before.  Hypertrophy  subsiding  rapidly;  and  the  patient  bears 
the  catheter  without  complaint. 

23d.  Catheter  was  changed  and  a  common  sized  silver  one  left 
in  the  urethra  and  fastened  as  the  first 

25th.  Hypertrophy  in  the  perineum  nearly  all  gone,  and  the 
fistulous  opening  closing  rapidly;  the  catheter  without  the  tapes 
remaining  in  the  median  line.  A  gum  catheter  of  more  than 
oommon  size  was  left  in  the  urethra. 

27th.  All  the  parts  are  progressing  favorably,  a  larger  gum 
catheter  still  is  used ;  which  was  cleaned  every  alternate  day  till 

Dec  15th,  when  the  perineum  was  found  healthy,  the  fistula 
having  closed,  hypertrophy  gone,  and  no  tenderness  of  the  parts 
experienced  by  the  patient,  and  he  could  pass  a  free  stream  of 
urine,  ''as  well  as  ever,"  he  said.  Ordered  a  smaller  sized  gum 
bougie  to  be  kept  in  the  urethra  through  the  night  for  one  week; 
then  the  next  smaller  size  to  be  used  likewise  for  a  week ;  and  finally 
a  common  sized  one  to  be  used  for  a  few  hours  only  in  the  evening. 

Feb.  1st.,  1856.  A  common  sized  instrument  was  passed  into 
the  bladder  without  meeting  with  any  obstruction,  or  deviation  in 
the  canaL  Saw  the  patient  micturate  in  a  full  and  continuous 
stream.  He  said  that  he  had  perfect  erections,  and  that  he  con- 
sidered himself  welL  He  was  furnished  with  a  metallic  bougie 
and  directed  to  introduce  it  every  alternate  night. 

Such  is  a  brief  account  of  the  treatment,  and  happy  result  of 
tho  case; 
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BlxKlie's  operation  in  this  case,  would  of  necessity  be  nnsue- 
oessfnl.  I  am  under  obligations  to  Dr.  Bruce  for  his  kindness  in 
translating  from  Giviale's  treatise  such  passages  as  bore  directly 
on  this  case.  The  candor  of  this  great  surgeon  is  worthy  of  imi- 
tation ;  he  acknowledges  the  fact  of  an  impermeable  stricture,  then 
points  out  the  difficulty  in  the  cutting  operation  to  find  the  exact 
center  of  the  indurated  urethra,  and  supposing  it  was  found,  to 
know  the  fact ;  and  last,  but  not  least,  the  great  uncertainty  in 
extending  the  incision  along  the  induration  so  as  to  strike  the 
urethra  at  the  exact  point  of  obstruction.  To  this  caution  more 
than  any  other  is  my  patient  indebted  for  his  safety.  Though 
Syme  deprecates  the  operation  in  general  terms,  he  denies  the 
fact  of  what,  to  me,  and  men  of  experience  is  the  condition  of  my 
patient ;  therefore,  after  repeated  failures  to  establish  his  first 
principle  in  strictures,  I  was  forced  to  look  to  others  for  a  prece- 
dent, and  as  before  stated,  I  contemplated  Brodie's  operation. 
And  had  I  attempted  it,  and  done  the  cutting  skillfully  and  accu- 
rately in  the  median  line,  the  indurated  portion  could  not  have 
been  slit  open;  neither  could  the  membranous  portion  of  the 
urethra  have  been  penetrated ;  for  the  fact  that  the  catheter  when 
first  introduced  into  the  bladder,  showed  distinctly  that  the  mem- 
branous portion  lay  far  to  the  left  of  the  median  line ;  the  greater 
hypertroyhy  of  the  right  side  having  forced  it  to  the  left  side,  as 
is  ofter  the  case  with  arteries  and  their  accompanying  vessels. 
Authors  caution  us  when  diseased  action  has  been  going  on,  of 
divergence  of  the  vessels  of  the  part  independent  of  malforma- 
tions ;  then,  if  this  caution  is  proper  of  the  parotid  or  popliteal 
regions,  why  not  of  the  more  yielding  tissues  of  the  perineum? 
And  is  it  not  for  this  cause  that  the  operation  has  been  unsuc- 
cessful with  many  ? 

I  should  have  stated  before,  that,  after  the  hypertrophy  had 
subsided  to  some  extent,  with  the  finger  in  the  rectum,  I  could 
feel  the  catheter  enter  the  membranous  portion  of  the  urethra 
about  half  an  inch  anterior  to  the  apex  of  the  prostate  gland. 
Then  from  that  point  forward  to  the  opening  into  the  urethra  at 
the  anterior  face  of  the  stricture,  anterior  to  the  bulb,  is  full  more 
ihau  an  inch  and  a  quarter  of  new  urethra  formed. 

The  treatment  of  this  case  may  be  called  a  modification  of  that 


9i6  Orignud  CbnmnmicaikmM.  ['vttOb 

praetioed  by  ihe  older  surgeons,  of  formiBg  a  new  metlini  bj 
clisseeting  out  ihe  calloased  portion,  and  allowing  ike  wound  to 
heal  on  a  catheter  retained  in  the  bladder ;  this  prodnees  the  same 
result  withont  the  terrible  cutting,  as  the  old  portion  is  left,  and 
it  remores  itself  fixHn  the  way,  for  when  it  contracts  it  straightens, 
and  as  it  were,  falls  out  of  the  arch  of  the  urethra,  leaving  the 
gap  to  be  filled  by  the  new. 

And  have  we  not  the  same  condition  in  iliis  case  as  there  is  after 
dividing  an  obstinate  stricture  on  a  staff?  After  the  indurated 
portion  is  divided,  it  is  not  very  probable  that  its  free  edges  will 
will  expand  so  as  to  meet  and  unite  by  first  intentk>n  over  the 
catheter  left  in  the  bladder,  nor  can  it  be  inferred  that  it  is  an 
ejcpansion  of  the  cicatrix  as  in  tenatomy,  tor  in  the  latter  the  parts 
are  allowed  to  remain  in  repose  till  union  has  taken  place ;  then 
extension  is  practiced  gradually ;  but  not  so  in  the  operation  for 
stricture — a  full  sized  instrument  is  left  in  at  once  after  the 
eutting,  and  the  parts  allowed  to  heal  over  it  Then  which  would 
be  the  most  proper  definition  of  the  cutting  <q)eration,  *' dilatation 
cf  the  urethra  by  cutting,''  or  tiie  formation  of  a  new  portion  of 
urethra  by  cutting  f  The  ease  I  have  described  would  urge  some 
propriety  in  the  latter. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  seen  the  patient,  and  he  pro- 
posed to  leave  off  the  bougie  as  he  is  perfectly  well.  I  allowed 
him  to  relax  in  its  use,  but  not  to  risk  leaving  it  off  entirely. 


•'  •  »  • » 


Art.  II. — Clergymen  and  Phfeidant.    By  Jno.  T.  Plummsr,  M. 
D.,  of  Bichmond,  Ind. 

I  HAVE  purposely  delayed  making  any  further  remarks  on  the 
subject  of  gratuitous  medical  services  to  clergymen,  in  order  to 
give  place  to  others  who  might  be  so  disposed,  to  express  their 
sentiments  on  it.  As  it  is  probable  that  all  has  now  been  said 
that  can  be  said  in  favor  of  the  practice  in  question,  I  proceed  to 
notice  the  articles  on  this  topic  which  have  appeared  in  the 
Olserver. 

First  in  order  is  Dr.  Parvin^e.  I  am  particularly  pleased  with 
the  tone  of  this  answer ;  it  is  earnest,  but  temperate  und  christian 
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like.  I  do  not  see,  bovever,  that  any  of  the  points  at  issue  have 
been  canceled  by  his  reasoning.  For  I  am  by  no  means  prepared 
to  admit  that  all  ''worth/'  all  ''literature  of  science,"  all  "warm 
sympathies''  and  "noble  humanity,"  all  knowledge  of  the  "frail- 
ties of  human  life  and  the  uncertainties  of  human  hopes"  are 
concentrated  beneath  the  clerical  robe.  We  see  the  highest 
learning  as  well  in  other  ranks ;  we  see  as  "warm  sympathies " 
gushing  from  other  hearts ;  and  all  the  world  knows  the  "  frailties 
of  human  life  and  the  uncertainties  of  human  hopes." 

And  as  to  "  worth,"  intrinsic  worth,  I  believe,  with  the  apostle, 
that  not  many  wise,  mighty  or  noble  are  called ;  but  that  "  yon 
cottager,"  of  Cowper,  who 

**  Just  knows,  and  knows  no  more,  her  Bible  true/' 

is  as  acceptable  in  the  Divine  sight,  as  the  most  learned  pharisee, 
however  devout.  "  Many  illustrious  souls,"  says  an  elegant  wri- 
ter, "  may  be  said  to  have  been  dead  among  the  living,  or  buried 
alive  in  the  obscurity  of  their  condition,  whose  perfections  have 
rendered  them  the  darlings  of  Providence,  and  the  companions  of 
angels." 

We  may  exhibit  a  lively  picture  of  the  sympathies  existing 
between  a  given  physician  and  a  given  clergyman ;  but  the  same 
picture  would  be  as  appropriate,  out  of  the  clerical  ranks,  as  in 
it.  Clergymen  are  human  beings,  who  have  chosen  a  particular 
study,  as  the  business  of  their  lives.  They  are  subject  to  all  the 
common  infirmities  of  man.  Like  other  men,  there  are  among 
them  the  learned  and  the  unlearned,  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the 
precious  and  the  vile.  I  dare  not  recognise  an  invidious  distinc- 
tion in  their  favor.  Let  Beligion,  as  wrought  out  by  Immaculate 
Purity,  be  held  transcendently  high ;  but  no  studi/  that  a  man  may 
pursue,  will  make  him  any  more  honorable  in  the  sight  of  Heaven. 

If,  then,  all  the  relationships  which  may  exist  between  physicians 
and  clergymen,  may  also  exist  in  other  directions,  no  reason 
remains  why  gratuitous  services  should  be  rendered  to  the  tribe 
of  Levi,  more  than  to  the  tribe  of  Judah  or  the  tribe  of  Dan. 
Piety,  poverty,  riches,  learning  and  ignorance,  "  warm  sympa- 
thies "  and  "  noble  humanity "  may  be  found  in  them  all.  Let 
the  worthy  minister  and  the  worthy  layman,  stand  upon  the  same 
ground. 
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Although  somewhat  irreleyant  to  the  origiml  question,  I  will 
here  briefly  express  mj  decided  dissent  from  my  firiend's  two 
positions :  that  of  the  necessity  for  some  persons  to  expound  a 
revelation ;  and  that  these  persons  should  be  completely  educated 
in  literature  and  science.  If  I  have  a  right  apprehension  of  the 
terms,  I  know  of  nothing  that  is  revealed  that  needs  expounding. 
And  as  to  literature  and  science,  they  have  no  more  relation  to 
the  function  of  a  gospel  minister,  than  the  tinsel  df  a  gewgaw  has 
to  Divinity  Himself. 

How  many  of  the  clergy  roll  in  wealth,  and  what  numbers  stand 
in  want,  matters  but  little.  They  have  chosen  their  vocation. 
Let  them  stand  on  a  par  with  oth3r  men.  If  they  are  not  satisfied 
with  their  hire,  they  can  take  the  advice  of  one  of  their  own 
number,  a  *' grave  minister,^'  (afterward  Bishop  Howson,)  who,  in 
1597,  preaching  at  Paul's  Cross,  England,  complains  of  the  tor- 
ments of  martyrdom  to  which  the  childhood  of  the  clergy  is 
subjected  in  the  grammar-school,  the  expenses  for  books  and 
degrees,  time  spent,  the  wear  and  tear  of  body  and  spirit,  and  in 
the  end,  "beggary.''  *  *  "Do  we  macerate  ourselves  for 
this  ?  "  ♦  ♦  "  K  this  be  all  the  respect,  reward  and  honor  we  shall 
have,  frange  leves  calamos^  et  scinde  Thalia  libeUas;  let  us  give 
over  our  books,  and  betake  ourselves  to  some  other  course  of  life," 
♦  *  "  sell  our  books,  or  stop  bottles  with  them ;  turn  our  phi- 
losophic gowns  into  millers'  coats ;  leave  all,  and  betake  ourselves 
to  any  other  course  of  life,  than  to  continue  any  longer  in  this 
misery." 

But  my  friend,  Dr.  Farvin,  thinks  we  should  not  induce  the 
clergy  to  "  confess  poverty."  And  why  not  the  clergy,  as  well  as 
other  men?  Why  not  the  modem  disciple  as  well  as  the  ancient 
apostle?  He,  when  petitioned  for  money,  could  nobly  reply: 
"  Silver  and  gold  have  I  none."  His  Divine  Master,  too,  acknowl- 
edged that  He  had  "  not  where  to  lay  his  head."  And  far  distant 
be  the  day,  when,  if  Poverty  should  ever  make  my  home  her 
habitation,  I  shall  be  ashamed  to  say,  "I  am  poor." 

The  clergyman,  also,  says  the  Doctor,  "has  claims  upon  his 
hospitality  and  benevolence."  And  has  he  no  claims  upon  his 
justice?  Does  he  forget  that  we  should  be  just  before  we  are 
generous?    If  the  clergyman's  name  is  at  the  head  of  "all  sub- 
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acription  papers  for  the  poor  and  every  other  charity/'  he  ought  to 
have  wherewith  to  pay  his  debts.  Or  does  he  take  the  credit  for 
benevolence/ with  other  mens'  money? 

I  heartily  concur  in  the  sentiment  expressed  by  the  Doctor,  in 
his  concluding  sentence ;  only  that  instead  of  "  ministers,"  exclu- 
sively, I  should  extend  the  conviction  to  the  poor,  generally,  and 
say:  "Even  if  we  render  hundreds  of  dollars  in  gratuitous  pro- 
fessional services  [to  the  poor,]  I  believe  that  under  the  Divine 
economy,  we  shall  lose  nothing  ultimately. " 

The  second  opponent  is  Dr.  Schenck.  This  writer  manifests  a 
little  more  warmth  than  the  first;  but  perhaps  it  is  more  in 
language  than  in  feeling.  I  desire  to  give  him  all  due  credit  for 
his  devotional  aspirations.  Yet  I  fear  that  he  confounds,  as  many 
others  do,  things  which  are  widely  diflTerent.  Is  a  minister  of  the 
gospel  a  different  person  now,  from  what  he  was  when  Paul 
declared  that  the  gospel  which  he  preached  was  not  after  man, 
neither  did  he  receive  it  of  men,  neither  was  he  taught  it,  but  by 
the  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ  ?  Paul  did  not  preach  Christ,  till 
the  "  Son  was  revealed  in  him.''  And  then  he  knew  whereof  he 
affirmed. 

The  true  apostle  now,  as  well  as  then,  labors  with  his  hands, 
that  he  may  minister  to  his  own  necessities.  He  would  not  make 
the  gospel  chargeable  to  any.  He,  truly,  would  "  scorn  to  exact 
gratuities."  He  would  say,  in  the  language  of  Peter  to  Simon 
Magus,  "  Thy  money  perish  with  thee,"  rather  than  accept  it. 
He  would  remember  the  injunction  of  his  Master,  "  freely  ye  have 
received,  freely  give."  The  ministry  of  the  gospel,  then,  is  not 
a  different  thing  now  from  what  it  has  been  since  the  creation 
of  man.  And  none  but  those  who  have  the  spirit  and  power  of 
the  Anointed  of  God,  are  ministers  of  the  gospel. 

It  is  altogether  a  misnomer  to  apply  the  term  to  those  who 
learn  of  men ;  who  are  taught  "  Divinity "  in  colleges ;  whose 
heads  are  **  replete  with  thoughts  of  other  men ;"  who  "  preach  for 
hire  and  divine  for  money."  Money !  money !  money !  for  the 
"  support  of  the  gospel;"  that  is  their  cry.  The  prophet  Elisha, 
and  his  servant  Gehazi  are  the  fit  representatives  of  the  two  char- 
acters which  the  Doctor  confounds.  Of  the  first  it  is  said,  when 
Naaman  offered  him  a  reward  for  his  services,  "  he  urged  him  to 
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take  it ;  but  lie  refiued."  Of  tke  leemd  it  ii  wntten,  tbat  lie 
nm  after  the  Sjrum  and  ssud :  **  Give  them,  I  pray  thee,  a  talent 
of  silver  and  two  changes  of  raimenk"  And  e^er,  ever,  will 
the  leprosj  of  a  meroenarj  sjniit  attach  itself  to  a  hireling 
ministrj. 

The  third  writer  on  the  same  side,  is  Dr,  ShermmxL,  According 
to  the  judgment  of  the  editors  of  the  OburHty  his  arguments 
and  illustrations  are  so  ^essentiallj  identical"  with  those  of 
Dr.  Parrin,  that  I  suppose  what  I  haye  alreadj  said  in  answer  to 
the  latter,  will  serve  as  well  in  the  {weaent  caae;  except  that  I 
will  here  add,  in  common  for  all  three  of  m  j  friends,  Drs.  Par- 
Tin,  Schenck  and  Sherman,  that  there  are  other  modes  of  exacting 
gratuities  or  of  making  '*  demands,"  beside  those  of  the  law,  and 
of  fire  and  fagot  Let  them,  let  anj  one,  if  thej  have  the  temerity 
to  do  so,  withhold  the  gratuity,  and  then  mark  the  result 

But  where  is  Ae  '*  self-denial "  of  the  clergymen ;  the  ^'  generous 
and  life-tender  of  yoluntary  serrice,"  of  which  Dr.  Sherman 
speaks?  Is  not  the  clergyman  fcdd  for  his  labor?  Where  is 
the  generosity  of  the  minister  who  accepts  thousands  <^  dollars 
annually,  or  all  he  can  get,  for  his  seirices  ?  Where  is  the  ^^self- 
denial"  of  the  man,  who  receives  willingly,  if  not  with  an  appe- 
tite, ^the  honors  and  emoluments"  of  the  pulpit?  Shame! 
shame,  that  any  man,  professing  to  be  a  minister  of  the  gospel, 
should  ever  pollute  his  hands  by  the  taking  of  bribes !  Prove 
the  generosity  of  these  hirelings,  (f<Hr  sudi  they  are;)  try  their 
**  self-denial,"  by  the  withholding  of  their  wages ;  and  instead  of 
their  spending  and  being  spent  for  the  good  of  souls,  you  would 
see  the  whole  system  of  a  mercenary  ministry  fidl,  crumbling,  to 
the  ground. 

Whatever,  then,  recognizes  such  a  ministry  to  be  the  gospel ; 
whatever  fosters  its  venality,  whether  it  be  medkal  gratuities, 
or  the  purchase  of  that  which  shoQld  be  as  free  as  air,  without 
money  and  without  price,  is  radically  wrong.  And  all  that  is 
honorable  in  Christianity,  all  that  is  noble  in  man,  all  the  true 
interests  of  the  clergy,  and  the  true  interests  of  humanity,  stand 
opposed  to  the  eviL 
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Abt.  ni. — Case  of  TuTnor  of  the  Palate.     By  6.  A,  Kunklbb, 
M.  D.y  of  Madison,  Indiana. 

In  No.  2  of  the  "  Ohserver,^^  I  notice  a  case  of  tumor  of  the 
palate,  operated  upon  in  the  clinic  of  Prof.  Mussey.  A  similar 
case  came  under  my  observation  a  short  time  since,  the  particu- 
lars of  which  may  not  be  devoid  of  interest. 

Mr.  D.  V ,  a  farmer,  aged  23,  of  a  strong,  robust  ccmsiitu- 

tion,  consulted  me  during  October,  1855.  On  examination^  a 
tumor,  about  the  size  of  a  small  orange,  was  discovered  attached 
to  the  whole  right  side  of  the  soft  palate,  hanging  down  into  the 
plarynx. 

It  was  completely  covered  with  mucous  membrane,  and  rough 
over  its  surface,  similar  in  appearance  to  a  hulled  walnut.  It 
was  first  noticed  five  years  ago,  since  which  time  it  had  gradually 
increased  in  size.  The  patient  had  never  experienced  any  diffi- 
culty whatever  from  it,  except  when  he  attempted  to  swallow 
anything  bulky ;  he  was  unable  to  breathe  through  the  right 
nostril.  An  immediate  c^eration  was  proposed,  but  not  being 
prepared  for  it,  he  left,  and  I  saw  no  more  of  him  until  a  month 
later ;  he  then  complained  of  frequent  lancinating  pains  in  the 
tumor,  which  showed  some  signs  of  ulceration  at  its  apex ;  he  had 
also  some  difficulty  in  deglutition.  Desiring  the  operation,  he 
was  prepared  a  few  days  previous,  after  which  I  operated  by  passing 
a  tenaculum  through  it,  and  detaching  it  by  simple  incisions  with 
the  scalpel.  No  chloroform  was  used.  The  hemorrhage  was  very 
profuse,  and  was  only  checked  by  the  constant  application  of  ice 
water,  after  it  had  lasted  for  some  time.  It  gave  no  trouble  after 
this,  and  in  four  days  later  he  left  for  his  home. 

The  tumor  was  a  dense  fibrous  mass,  and  weighed  nearly  four 
ounces.  Toward  the  end  of  January,  three  months  after  the 
operation,  the  person  presented  himself  again.  The  tumor  had 
again  appeared  in  the  same  place,  and  was  then  the  size  of  a 
pigeon's  Qgg^  and  had  a  decidedly  malignant  appearance ;  the 
patient  complaining  of  slight  darting  pains  through  it  constantly. 
Being  unwilling  to  have  an  operation  performed  at  that  time,  he 
left,  since  which  I  have  seen  no  more  of  him. 
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Art.   IV. — yihih  .4niim«i/  «S<!M'<)n  of  ihc  American  IMical  Auo- 

Tiis  A js<viauoa  luei  ai  Fireman's  Hall,  at  1 1  o'dock.  A.  M.. 
vesierxiav,  aud  wa*  oai:i\i  :o  oTvier  bj  :ie  Prvsaieiis*  Dr.  G.  R 
Wokvl.  ol  lViiv.>vlvAu-.a.     Dr.  D.  Tili«':i,  :c'Oi:o,  Vice  Prrsiden:, 

occ^pievl  a  *ea^  v.yon  zh^  yIa:f:r!2L.  Dr.  W^l  Brc-cie.  :f  Ifetir*:-::, 
Secivcavv. 

IV  t*'!:v.-V^r.  ?r  M-cai^-is.  :2  >ifiil:  :i  zh<^  CrcLni^a?  of  Ar- 

wa*}  ATV  i.,-i'e  r»?prvsea:vru  \f  lahi^r^xs  ir-jin  :Lieir  Srase.  'iisirics 
aau  'Ji.^r^?  lix'iil  ^c'ciocies  Vi  vmIojiui?  "Jie  iidinjers  :f  zie  Amerfian 

-\ls  :ii::d>;ii  -kho  'jii^e  'vaiiiiL*re«i  :r*)ni  :iie  ramilv  alrar.  -o  :m- 
pi>jve  jlivir  :'oi*tu;ivs  iu  !it;*v  aau  iisianc  lunus,  Tould  suet  wii 
bou;iviiiij5  'a\,"arr.s  :Jo  'jacriiir*,'!!  it  :iii;ir  iarij  aome.  30  Tre.  wicae 
loo  Iiiki  X'vu  :iia>L  lU  ".iie  :'oi>=?i.c&  >t  :iie  W^«,  auw  xreec  Titii  kind 
eiuoiioiis  :ho  itLt->;at:ei  :'r»jiu  :iie  jid  .♦jioniai  States.  jaZaw^  in 
our  ruvriuorks  ')/  -.heir  'vv'/iucionai'v  is^s^.ciations,  ionore*!  ot  "Jie 
eieojaiWv  uiu  i  urn  Lull  tv  ..i  -.iieir  ?eats  n  loHmimr,  -ind  '-•aei-ished 
ai»  :iie  luiue  a'  :iu  'jirru|ilaL»r  vt  uanv  n'  -.iie  rnosc  briiianc  and 
aigUiV  jultiuiitd  •-iiieik^:f&  M   j-ir  .ijkiv.'tinl  Lomain. 

mill  jk  rruittiicki  bCtatluticiii:  'v.-  ".t.^s  anieut,  -ve  receivG  die 
aiv ill Lv is  . I- Uii n u  :'n . ui : ii^ ie . a iit r  "S a t es «.» t  : iie  -.•♦J aie*ie rac v.  whiclL 
liko  .ui*  .»vii.  !i.i;v»  .1  'M,.^i:i:a  -lavii-'  Le  ?tan*  >c  ".he  Union,  biii; 
bv  :iio  ujcidtiii   .u"  -Jircii  .kit;?    xciiiued  rrvin.  a  ')iaL'e  amons;  die 

v.-id  '.Ky     ut"  '.ULLiiLtii    wiv   Are    lei'e   jv    iavit&iion,  rrom   die 

« 

Hiiiidli  'ii\^ .  ^uv.t.s  .  u  \.iu^.  x-iv:a,  >  i  cu  v iium,  iroiu  a  couimoa  ancescrv. 
■-^c  la.K.  .v.'Ai.i.J,  v.  ul:Liii:aiiv:t,  jur  LesL  and  oariieiit  ideas  of 
oiVil  'i'ji.xty,  -aviLii  t*  u*  ..icerutui*e,  aud  many  ot*  :he  practical 
prtv-opLa  ^.;ioa    c^alat^j  jur  ari,  we  oifer  a  like  and  jordial  re- 

VlLauu^ii  ^uuvely  engaged  in  tha  battle  of  lite,  and  oamescly 
sua^^uiig  ig  overcome  thm  olMtteleft  which,  in  an  undeveloped 
ouun^i-y,  lie  in  thi^  ^taif.  of  imfiBBsional  snccesst  we  Iiuve  dcriven 
like  die  devoted  B^r*^  ^  1  alive  the  fire  wliicli,  in  our  youth, 
we  kindkdati  tb*  '  »  xnaffi  wko  now  ooine — not  like 

t^^'V  il  nfi»  of  a  new  risen  atan 


* 
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bj  acts  of  devotion  to  celebrate  the  advent  of  a  Messiah — ^bnt  to 
receive  from  us,  on  this  ground,  from  which  the  footprints  of  the 
savage  have  scarcely  been  erased  by  the  ploughshare  of  the  white 
man,  where  the  echoes  of  the  boat-song  of  the  lively  Gascon  may 
still  be  heard  between  the  strokes  of  the  paddle-wheel  and  the 
whistlings  of  the  locomotive,  the  tokens  of  a  sincere  friendship, 
the  acknowledgment  of  a  legitimate  paternity,  and  the  homage 
due  from  filial  and  grateful  hearts. 

The  student  of  our  political  history  is  well  aware  that,  under 
the  pressure  of  exterior  force,  we  have  been  compelled,  on  five 
different  occasions,  to  change  our  national  colors,  but  never  to  ab- 
jure the  faith  of  our  political  sires — so  now  we  intend  steadfastly 
to  stand  by  the  true  in  medicine,  under  all  the  forms  of  temptation, 
as  we  will,  under  all  the  phases  of  political  fanaticism,  defend  the 
ark  of  the  covenant  of  our  political  fathers. 

We  pray  that  the  meetings  of  this  association,  though  purely 
scientific  in  its  aim,  maybe  so  conducted  as  to  become  instrumental 
in  promoting  these  great  ends. 

Again,  gentlemen,  we  bid  you,  from  whatever  land  or  State, 
or  section  of  the  country  you  may  have  come,  in  the  name  of 
common  brotherhood  in  science,  a  warm  and  cordial  welcome. 

The  roll  was  then  called  by  Dr.  Wister,  of  Pennsylvania. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Thomson,  of  Delaware,  a  recess  of  fifteen 
minutes  was  taken  to  allow  the  delegates  from  the  respective 
States  to  report  one  member  from  each  State  represented,  as  a 
committee  io  nominate  o£Scers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  recess  the  Association  was  called  to 
order,  and  the  different  State  delegations  then  reported  their 
choice,  respectively,  of  delegate  to  serve  on  the  nominating  com- 
mittee, which  was  constituted  as  follows : 

Maine, — ^N.  P.  Monroe.  Maryland. — P.  Wroth. 

Netv  Hampshire. — H.    Peirce.  South  Carolina. — E.  Gteddings. 

Vervnont. — C.  L.  Allen.  Tennessee. — J.  B.  Lindsley. 

Massachusetts. — H.  H.  Childs.  Kentucky. — W.  S.  Sutton. 

Bhode  Island. — J.  E.  Warren.  Minnesota. — C.  W.  Le  Boutillier. 

Oonnecticut. — David  Harrison.  Michigan. — M.  Gunn. 
New  York. — William  Rockwell.  Ohio. — Thos.  W.  Gordon. 

New  Jersey. — L.  A.  Smith.  Indiana. — Dr.  Winton. 

Pennsylvania. — John  Neill.  Illinois. — H.  Noble. 

Delaware. — J.  W.  Thomson.  Wisconsin.-^^ .  H.  Brisbane. 

After  the  Nominating  Committee  had  retired.  Dr.  Pitcher,  of 
Michigan,  from  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  submitted  the 
following  report: 

In  conformity  to  the  domestic  and  social  usages  of  the  place  of 
meeting,  the  committee  have  to  suggest  that  the  sessions  of  the 
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AflsocUttion  take  place  in  aocordanoe  with  the  following  plan,  and 
that  they  commence  and  terminate  each  day  at  the  haars  desig- 
nated therein : 

Tuesday, — Morning  session  begins  at  9,  A.  If.,  and  ends  at 
half  past  12,  M.  Afternoon  session  begins  at  2,  P.  IL,  and  ends 
at  5,  P.  M. 

Wednesday. — Morning  session  begins  at  9,  A.  M.,  and  ends  at 
half  past  12,  M.     Afternoon,  no  session. 

Thursday. — Morning  session  begins  at  9,  A.  M.,  and  ends  at 
half  past  12,  M.  Afternoon  session  begins  at  2  and  ends  at 
5,  P.  M. 

Friday, — Morning  session  begins  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M. 

This  arrangement  of  the  hoars  of  meeting  and  adjonmment 
conforms,  also,  to  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  resolntions  of 
Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Illinois,  and  which  were,  on  his  motion,  re- 
ferred to  this  committee  for  their  consideration  by  a  vote  of  the 
Association.  Regard  for  the  mover  of  the  resolntions,  and  the 
authority  of  the  body  by  which  they  were  submitted  to  us,  requires 
from  the  committee  a  respectful  reply.  Your  committee,  in  view 
of  the  existing  state  of  our  professional  literature,  feel  reluctant 
to  advise  a  departure  from  the  present  mode  of  laboring  to  pro- 
mote a  higher  degree  of  culture  in  those  preparing  to  become 
members  of  the  medical  profession,  and  to  establish  in  those  al- 
ready engaged  in  its  duties  a  habit  of  recording  the  results  of 
their  observations.  They  think  that  the  effects  of  such  a  change 
as  is  contemplated  in  the  resolutions  of  Prof.  Davis,  and  the  more 
amplified  expression  of  his  idea  contained  in  the  address  of  the 
then  president,  Dr.  Pope,  of  Missouri,  delivered  at  Philadel- 
phia, in  1855,  can  be  easily  foreseen.  To  a  few,  who  are  gifted 
with  colloquial  powers,  and  to  others  who  have  undergone  the 
discipline  required  to  fit  them  for  public  debate,  the  interest  of 
the  meetings,  conducted  upon  the  plan  proposed  in  the  resolationsy 
would  be  greatly  increased ;  but  as  the  great  body  of  the  Associa- 
tion would  (voluntarily,  it  is  true,)  be  excluded  from  participation 
in  these  exercises,  the  enthusiasm  which  now  characterizes  oar 
anniversaries  would  subside,  and  with  it  the  professional  esprit  du 
corps  which  has  been  already  developed  through  the  instrament- 
ality  of  the  Association.  We  presume  that  the  objects  for  which 
this  organization  was  effected  have  not  been  lost  sight  of  by  the 
majority  of  its  members ;  neither  can  it  be  pretended  that  thos6 
purposes  have  been  so  far  accomplished  as  to  justify  us  in  laying 
it  fiside,  or  in  diverting  it  from  its  original  design. 

Your  committee  feel  that  the  profession  has  no  right  to  rail  at 
the  public  for  misappreciation  of  it,  so  long  as  we  continue  to  ad- 
mit men  into  its  fdds  destitate  of  that  knowledge,  both  in  nature 


f 856.]  Amerioan  Medical  AjBfadatum.  255 

and  degree,  nec^slUT'.to  make  a  decent  appearance  in  general 
society,  or  to  fit  a  man  for  the  more  ordinary  and  less  responsible 
pursuits  of  life.  From  the  early  records  of  the  Association,  it 
appears  that  this  conviction,  on  the  part  of  the  profession  in  the 
United  States  connected  with  the  design  of  reforming,  in  certain 
particulars  the  medical  schools  of  our  country,  led  to  its  organization 
in  1847,  and  until  its  mission  in  both  respects  has  been  accom- 
plished, the  committee  would  reluctantly  recommend  the  adoption 
of  any  measure  tending,  in  their  judgment,  to  divert  it  from  the 
design  of  its  creation.  Thus  far  the  influence  of  the  Association 
has  gradually  extended  itself  into  the  rank  and  file  of  the  pro- 
fession. It  has  increased  the  number  of  writers,  given  an  impulse 
to  the  medical  mind,  and  encouraged  a  useful  and  laborious  class, 
gratified  to  observe  and  willing  to  submit  their  observations  to 
the  public,  because  they  can  be  incorporated  into  the  body  of  the 
transactions  without  being  subjected  to  a  sifting  criticism.  It  is 
true,  that  in  this  way,  articles  have  been  printed  that  did  not 
always  inure  to  the  credit  of  the  Association,  but  at  the  same 
time,  and  by  that  means,  motion  and  fertility  have  been  given  to 
minds  that  would  have  lain  fallow  and  unproductive,  which  the 
dread  of  the  conspicuity  belonging  to  a  mental  gymnasium  would 
have  driven  into  deeper  obscurity.  The  committee,  however, 
while  they  would  resist  any  tendency  to  radicalism  in  their  own 
opinions,  cannot  dismiss  the  subject  without  expressing  their  be- 
lief that,  in  order  to  secure  the  objects  of  our  organization,  it  is 
as  necessary  to  increase  the  breadth  and  depth  of  its  base  as  to 
elevate  the  shaft  designed  to  spring  from  it — for  without  such 
preparation  the  superstructure,  however  beautiful  in  aspect,  would 
be  of  transient  duration. 

Having  arranged  the  hours  for  meeting  and  adjourning,  so  as 
to  place  it  in  the  power  of  the  Association  to  adopt  or  reject, 
without  inconvenience,  the  proposition  of  Dr.  Davis,  the  committee 
respectfully  ask  to  be  excused  from  submitting  a  distinct  proposi- 
tion on  the  subject. 

By  order  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements, 

Z.  PITCHER,  Chairman. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

The  President  announced  the  death  of  the  eminent  Dr.  John 
C.  Warren,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  in  that  city,  on  Sunday  morning. 

Dr.  Childs,  of  Mass.,  felt  compelled  to  say  a  few  words  in  this 
connection.  He  had  been  associated  with  the  deceased  for  more 
than  half  a  century,  and  should  feel  that  he  had  been  derelict  of 
duty  if  he  neglected  to  speak  in  his  laudation.  Dr.  Warren  was 
the  nephew  of  Joseph  Warren,  who  fell  gloriously  at  the  battle  of 
Bunker  HilL     He  was  at  the  head  of  his  professicm  in  Massaehn- 
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setts — ^had  been  President  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  andocca- 
pant  of  other  elevated  medical  positions.  His  professional  repu- 
tation was  high,  and  his  personal  reputation  spotless.  His  fame 
was  not  confined  to  Masachusetts.  Though  devoted  to  medical 
science,  he  was  not  limited  to  that  alone,  but  paid  attention  to 
every  branch  of  literature  and  art.  If  young  members  of  the 
profession  would  be  useful  and  eminent,  they  should  follow  the 
example  of  Dr.  John  C.  Warren.  To  the  older,  the  speaker  would 
point  out  Dr.  W.'s  moral  character  as  an  exemplar.  Such  a  life 
as  his  inevitably  terminates  in  a  death  beatified  by  a  surety  of 
eternal  happiness. 

Dr.  Gross,  of  Kentucky,  made  some  remarks  eulogistic  of  the 
deceased.  He  alluded  to  his  high  reputation — a  reputation,  he 
observed,  not  confined  to  America,  but  extending  to  every  corner 
of  the  civilized  world.  Dr.  Warren  was  the  Nestor  of  American 
surgery.     Dr.  G.  concluded  by  offering  the  following : 

Resolved, — That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  draft  reso- 
lutions expressive  of  the  feelings  of  this  Association  at  the  loss  of 
their  late  associate.  Dr.  John  C.  Warren. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  President  appointed,  as 
such  committee.  Dr.  Gross,  of  Kentucky,  Dr.  Childs,  of  Massachu- 
setts, Dr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  Dr.  Pitcher,  of  Michigan,  and  Dr. 
Cteddings  of  South  Carolina. 

On  motion,  the  Association  adjourned  to  2,  P.  M. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  President  called  the  Association  to  order  at  2  o'clock. 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Dr.  Grafton  Tyler,  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents,  excusing  his 
absence. 

He  also  read  letters  from  the  State  Medical  Society  of  Tennessee, 
and  from  the  University  of  Nashville,  inviting  the  Association  to 
hold  its  next  annual  session  at  Nashville,  Tennessee ;  also,  one 
tendering  the  use  of  the  Hall  of  Eepresentatives,  of  that  State, 
for  the  purposes  of  said  session. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Brodie,  of  Michigan,  referred  to  Coipmittee 
on  Nominations. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  submitted  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  unanimously  nominate  the 
following  officers  of  the  American  Medical  Association  for  the 
ensuing  year : 

President, — Dr.  Zina  Pitcher,  of  Detroit. 

Vice  Presidents, — Drs.  Thomas  W.  Blatchford,  of  New  York  ; 
Wm.  K.  Bowling,  of  Tennessee ;  E.  Geddings,  of  South  Carolina ; 
W.  H.  Brisbane,  of  Wisconsin. 
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Secretaries^ — ^Drs.  Wm.  Brodie,  of  Michigan ;  R  C.  Foster,  of 
Tennessee. 

Treasurer, — Dr.  Casper  Wister,  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  nominations  nnanimously 
confirmed. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Atlee,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  President  was 
requested  to  deliver  his  annual  address. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  address,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Atlee  of  Pa., 

Resolved, — That  the  thanks  of  the  Association  he  presented  to 
our  late  President  for  the  able  and  interesting  parting  address 
he  has  just  delivered,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  present  to  the 
Committee  of  Publication  a  copy,  for  preservation  in  our  trans* 
actions. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Atlee,  of  Pa., 

Resolved, — That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  inform 
the  President  and  Vice  Presidents  elect  of  their  election,  and 
conduct  them  to  their  seats. 

The  President  appointed,  as  such  committee,  Drs.  Atlee,  of  Pa., 
Eeeves,  of  0.,  and  Sutton  of  Ky. 

Upon  taking  the  chair.  Dr.  Pitcher  said : 

Although  fully  aware  of  my  indebtedness,  for  this  distinction, 
to  your  observance  of  a  custom  equivalent  in  force  to  positive  law, 
of  selecting  your  presiding  officer,  in  each  successive  year,  from 
the  State  in  which  the  meeting  of  the  Association  is  held,  I  feel 
myself  more  honored  by  your  partiality  than  if  I  had  received  the 
same  mark  of  respect  from  any  other  body  of  men  known  to  the 
annals  of  our  country. 

This  sentiment  of  regard  for  the  body  towards  which  I  now 
hold,  by  this  act  of  yours,  so  delicate  and  intoresting  a  relation, 
has  been  inspired  by  a  contemplation  of  the  ideal  of  the  physician, 
and  strengthened  by  my  growing  acquaintance  with  the  indivi- 
duals who  compose  it. 

Being  unaccustomed  to  presiding  in  deliberative  assemblies,  I 
shall  throw  myself  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  Association,  and 
rely  upon  the  kindness  and  intelligent  co-operation  of  the  indivi- 
dual members  for  assistance  in  performing  the  duties  of  the  chair. 

While  thanking  you  most  cordially  for  this  expression  of  con- 
fidence, I  can  only  assure  you  that  such  abilities  as  I  possess  shall 
be  devoted  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Association  and  the  harmony 
of  its  proceedings. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Gunn,  of  Mich., 

Resolved, — That  the  resolution  passed  at  St.  Louis,  requiring  a 
majority  of  the  Committee  on  Publication  to  be  appointed  from 
residents  of  the  place  where  the  meeting  is  held,  be  repealed. 

VOL.  L,  NO.    VI. — 17. 
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Dr.  Phelps,  of  New  York,  oflTered  the  followifig : 

Whereas — The  pleasure  and  satisfaction  of  attending  the  de- 
liberations of  this  Association  wonld  he  greatly  enhanced,  the 
duties  of  the  secretaries  and  reporters  facilitated,  and  order  at  the 
game  time  secured,  by  the  observance  of  two  things,  to  wit:  first, 
that  the  audience  be  put  in  possession  of  the  name  and  residence 
of  the  speaker;  and  secondly,  that  they  be  enabled  distinctly  to 
hear  what  he  has  to  say :  therefore. 

Resolved, — That  no  one  be  permitted  to  address  the  Association 
except  he  shall  have  first  given  his  name  and  residence,  which 
shall  be  distinctly  announced  from  the  chair,  and  the  member  be 
required  to  go  forward  and  speak  from  the  stand,  and  not  more 
than  ten  minutes  at  one  time. 

A  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost.  The  resolution  was 
tben  adopted. 

At  the  request  of  Dr.  Gross,  of  Ky.,  his  report  upon  "  The 
Causes  that  Retard  Medical  Education  and  Literature,''  was  made 
the  special  order  for  Wednesday  at  10  o'clock. 

Dr.  Palmer,  of  111.,  from  the  Committee  on  Prize  Essays  and 
Volunteer  Communications,  submitted  the  following : 

**  The  Committee  on  Prize  Essays  and  Volunteer  Communiea- 
ttons,''  report,  that  some  months  since  they  issued  a  card,  which 
was  extensively  published  in  the  medical  journals,  setting  forth 
the  terms  upon  which  essays  intended  for  prizes  would  be  received ; 
but  that  the  number  of  papers  presented  has  been  but  four. 

By  referring  to  the  past  records  of  the  Association,  it  is  found 
that  the  numbers  received  by  preceding  committees  have  been,  in 
1852,  16;  in  1853,  15;  in  1854,  9  ;  in  1855,  6;  and  in  1866,4. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  call  attention  to  this  almost  re- 
gular and  quite  rapid  decrease  in  the  number  of  essays  presented, 
for  the  purpose  of  having  the  Association  consider  whether  there 
be  not  danger  that  the  number  which  may  hereafter  be  furnished 
will  be  so  smaU  as  to  afford  insufficient  range  of  comparison  and 
choice  to  cause  the  preference  shown  to  be  much  valued,  if,  indeed, 
presentations  do  not  cease  altogether,  and  whether  any  means 
should  be  devised  for  preventing  such  a  result. 

The  essays  received  by  your  committee  have  been  subjected  to 
a  careful  examination,  and  while  admitting  that  they  all  possess  a 
degree  of  merit  which  would  render  them  suggestive  and  useful 
if  given  to  the  profession,  still,  in  their  opinion,  but  one  manifests 
that  evidence  of  careful  and  laborious  investigation,  that  wide 
icope  and  rigid  accuracy  of  logical  reasoning,  that  chasteness  of 
expression  and  artistic  skill  in  the  presentation  of  the  subject,  as 
to  furnish  sufficient  claim  for  awarding  a  prize  by  this  body. 
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But  one  prize  is  therefore  awarded.  The  essay  selected  for  this 
honor  bears  the  title — "An  Essay  on  the  Arterial  Circulation." 

It  is  regarded  by  the  committee  as  possessing  the  merits  just 
alluded  to,  and  while  not  wishing  to  give  an  unqualified  endorse- 
ment of  all  the  views  which  it  contains,  they  regard  it  as  possess- 
ing not  only  interest  in  its  physiological  and  scientific  relations, 
but  also  real  value  in  its  pathological  and  practical  bearings. 

The  production  has  considerable  length,  and  by  the  fulness 
with  which  the  views  advanced  are  discussed,  it  partakes  as  much 
of  the  nature  of  a  treatise  as  an  essay.  It  has  at  least  one  quality 
which  Lord  Bacon  considered  necessary  to  a  treatise  as  distin- 
guished from  an  essay — it  required  a  degree  of  leisure  on  the 
part  of  the  writer,  and  will  require  the  same  on  the  part  of  the 
reader  for  him  fully  to  appreciate  its  value. 

The  essay  bears  the  motto — "  Una  est  VeritasJ^ 

(Signed,)  A.  B.  Palmer,  Ch'n. 

Samuel  Denton, 
Silas  H.  Douglass, 
Ab'm  Sager, 
E.  Andrews. 

On  breaking  the  seal  of  the  accompanying  packet.  Dr.  Henry 
Hartshorn,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  was  found  to  be  the  successful 
essayist. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Dr.  Blatchford,  of  New  York,  from  the  committee  on  **  Hydro- 
phobia, and  the  Connection  of  the  Season  of  the  Year  with  its 
Prevalence,"  read  a  report  thereon.  The  committee,  in  conclusion, 
submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved^ — That  the  Secretary  transmit  to  the  Governor  of  each 
State  a  copy  of  the  statistical  part  of  this  report,  with  the  res- 
pectful request  that  he  would  bring  the  subject  before  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  over  which  he  presides,  that  in  their  wisdom 
they  may  devise  and  unite  upon  a  plan  by  which  the  evil  may  be 
mitigated,  if  not  removed. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  reported  in  favor  of  holding  the 
next  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  at  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Dr.  Gross,  of  Ky.,  moved  to  strike  oat,  "  Nashville,  Tenn.,"  and 
insert  "  Louisville,  Ky."  He  thought  Nashville,  at  present,  dif- 
ficult of  access. 

Dr.  Geddings,  of  S.  C,  and  Lindsley,  of  Tenn.,  advocated  the 
adoption  of  the  report. 

Dr.  Gross  withdrew  his  amendment,  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

Dr.  Wister,  of  Penn.,  from  the  Committee  on  Publication,  made 
the  annual  report.  It  states  that  the  first  copies  of  the  transac- 
tions of  the  last  session  of  the  Association  were  issaed  on  the  10th 
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of  November,  1855  ;  that  1,100 copies  were  printed;  that  the  ag- 
gregate expense  of  printing,  illustrating  and  binding,  was  $1,922 
70;  that  the  distribution  of  the  volume  was  effected,  in  every 
possible  instance,  by  express ;  that  Drs.  C.  Hooker,  of  Ct,  Alden 
March,  of  Albany,  J.  L.  Atlee,  of  Pa.,  W.  Brodie,  of  Mich.,  C.  B. 
Gibson,  of  Richmond,  E.  L.  Beadle,  of  N.  Y.,  H.  W.  Dessaussure, 
of  S.  C,  C.  A.  Pope,  of  Mo.,  D.  H.  Storer,  of  Ma^s.,  T.  G.  Rich- 
ardson, of  Ky.,  J.  Moran,  of  R  L,  T.  Miller,  of  D.  C,  F.  E..  B. 
Hentze,  of  M.  D.,  L,  P.  Bush,  of  Del.,  Z.  Pitcher,  of  Mich.,  andJ. 
B.  Lindsley,  of  Tenn.,  have  rendered  essential  service  to  the  As- 
sociation— some  in  procuring  subscription  to  the  volume,  and  all 
by  cordial  co-operation  iji  its  distribution  ;  that  it  is  important  to 
secure  efficient  co-operation  in  every  State  by  the  appointment  of 
gentlemen  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  aid  in  procuring  subscrip- 
tions for  and  circulating  the  transactions ;  that  Connecticut  is  es- 
pecially to  be  commended  for  her  services  in  this  particular ;  that 
not  a  little  embarrassment  was  experienced  by  the  committee  in 
restoring  to  the  list  of  permanent  members  the  names  of  those 
who  had  been  left  oflF  by  order  of  the  Association  for  non-payment 
of  assessments ;  that  they  had  endeavored,  however,  by  careful 
comparison  of  the  various  lists,  to  supply  all  omissions  ;  that  the 
committee  had  been  reluctantly  obliged  to  omit  from  the  transac- 
tions two  valuable  reports  on  epidemic  diseases — ^by  Dr.  L.  H. 
Anderson,  of  Ala.,  and  Dr.  E.  D.  Fenner,  of  New  Orleans  ;  but  as 
they  had  not  been  presented  to  the  Association,  and  acted  on  by 
that  body,  there  was  no  other  alternative ;  that  the  following 
resolution,  passed  at  the  last  session,  should  be  strictly  enforced : 
Resolved, — That  hereafter,  beginning  with  the  session  of  1856, 
no  report,  or  other  paper,  shall  be  entitled  to  publication  in  the 
volume  for  the  year  in  which  it  shall  be  presented  to  the  Associa- 
tion, unless  it  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  of  Publi- 
cation on  or  before  June  1st. 

The  report  further  states  that  the  number  of  volumes  of  trans- 
actions now  remaining  on  hand,  is  as  follows:  of  Vol.  L,  41 ;  of 
Vol.  II.,  9;  of  Vol.  III.,  32;  of  Vol.  IV.,  7;  of  Vol.  V.,  316;  of 
Vol.  VI.,  66 ;  of  Vol.  VII.,  120;  of  Vol.  VIIL,  351 ;  that  some 
of  the  leading  journals  abroad  have  expressed  a  strong  desire  to 
complete  their  sets,  and  it  rests  with  the  Association  to  determine 
whether  the  missing  numbers  shall  be  supplied;  that,  as  only 
seven  complete  sets  of  the  transactions  are  now  in  the  possession 
of  the  Association,  the  committee  recommend  that  no  copy  of 
either  of  the  eight  volumes  which  is  necessary  to  the  complete 
gets  now  remaining,  shall  be  disposed  of  separately,  or  with  any 
number  of  volumes  short  of  a  complete  set. 

Dr.  Atlee,  of  Fa.,  made  some  remarks  upon  the  report,  in  the 


L. 


1856.]  American  Medical  Association,  261 

course  of  which  he  stated  that  the  Smithsonian  Institution  had 
been  oflFered  as  a  permanent  place  of  session  for  the  Association. 
He  concluded  by  moving  that  the  Committee  on  Publication  pre- 
serve five  complete  sets  of  the  proceedings.     Carried. 

Dr.  Wood,  of  Philadelphia,  moved  to  refer  the  nomination  of 
standing  committees  to  the  Committee  on  Nominations.    Carried. 

The  same  gentleman  made  a  request  in  behalf  of  Dr.  Hamilton, 
that  the  committee  of  which  Dr.  H.  is  chairman  may  be  continued 
for  another  year,  it  not  being  prepared  to  report  at  present. 
Granted. 

Dr.  Breckenridge,  of  Ky.,  stated  that  the  Committee  on  Medical 
Literature  was  ready  to  report. 

The  President  suggested  that  the  reading  of  the  report  follow 
that  of  the  report  of  Dr.  Gross,  which  had  been  made  the  special 
order  for  Wednesday,  at  10  A.  M. 

Dr.  Palmer,  of  Chicago,  stated  that  the  Committee  on  Plan  of 
Organization  for  State  and  County  Medical  Societies  was  ready 
to  report. 

Dr.  Pomeroy,  of  N.  Y^,  moved  to  reconsider  the  resolution 
requiring  a  member,  when  speaking,  to  stand  upon  the  platform, 
aud  not  to  occupy  more  than  ten  minutes  in  his  remarks.     Lost. 

Dr.  Smith,  of  N.  J.,  moved  that  that  portion  of  the  resolution 
requiring  members,  when  speaking,  take  the  stand,  be  rescinded. 
Carried. 

Dr.  Atlee,  of  Pa.,  moved  to  refer  the  prize  essay  of  Dr.  Harts- 
horn on  Arterial  Circulation,  and  the  Eeport  of  Dr.  Blatchford 
on  Hydrophobia,  to  the  Committee  on  Publication.     Carried. 

Dr.  Wister,  of  Pa.,  the  Treasurer,  read  his  annual  report.  It 
recommends  that  the  Treasurer  be  requested,  at  an  early  date 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  present  meeting,  to  address  a  circular 
to  each  permanent  member,  announcing  the  abrogation  of  the 
resolution  of  1854 — ^making  a  yearly  subscription  to  the  transac- 
tions obligatory — ^and  the  consequent  restoration  to  membership 
of  all  those  dropped  from  the  published  list  of  that  year, — adver- 
tising, also  the  practicability  of  procuring  back  numbers  of  the 
transactions,  with  information  as  to  the  cost  at  which  the  series 
of  volumes  may  be  rendered  complete,  or  an  entire  set  furnished 
by  the  Association. 

The  account  of  the  Treasurer  with  the  Association  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Amount  received, $  3,584  26 

paid  out, 2,633  74 

Balance  on  hand,        -        -      .  -        -        -        -      $  950  52 
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The  correctness  of  the  account  is  certified  to  bj  the  proper 
committee. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Publication. 

Dr.  McNulty,  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  offered 
a  resolution,  that  a  committee  of  one  from  each  State  be  appointed 
by  the  Committee  on  Nominations,  to  prepare,  and  report  to  the 
Association  during  the  present  session,  an  address  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  setting  forth  the  strong  claims  the  medical 
profession  have  on  their  respect,  gratitude  and  confidence. 

Dr.  McNulty  explained  the  purpose  for  which  he  offered  the 
resolution.  Many  people,  he  said,  had  a  prejudice  against  the 
medical  profession  for  holding  to  the  dignities  of  their  calling, 
and  entertained  the  idea  that  the  science  of  medicine  was  a  ecu- 
lection  of  absurdities  and  superstitions.  He  wanted  to  show 
clearly  that  this  is  not  the  fact,  and,  in  this  view,  he  thought  the 
address  proposed  would  have  a  beneficial  effect. 

Dr.  Kittredge  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  making  it 
read  that  every  member  of  the  Association  should  take  the  stump 
and  defend  the  cause. 

After  a  few  other  remarks  the  resolution  was  withdrawn. 

Dr.  Gunn,  of  Mich.,  reported  the  following  names  of  members 
by  invitation:  Dr.  P.  N.  Curtis,  of  Tecumseh,  Mich.,  proposed  by 
Dr.  M.  A.  Patterson,  of  Tecumseh ;  Dr.  C.  West,  proposed  by  Dr. 
Z.  Pitcher,  of  Detroit ;  Dr.  James  Bronson,  of  Newton  Falls,  Ohio, 
proposed  by  Dr.  Thomas  W.  Gordon,  delegate  from  the  Ohio  Med- 
ical Society ;  Dr.  Benjamin  Stanton,  of  Salem,  Ohio,  proposed  by 
Dr.  Geo.  Mendenhall,  of  Cincinnati ;  Dr.  Eames,  of  Ohio,  propo- 
sed by  Dr.  Stockwell ;  Dr.  N.  K.  Maniates,  of  Marshall,  proposed 
by  Dr.  M.  Gunn,  of  Detroit.     The  report  was  adopted. 

The  President  read  a  communication  from  Dr.  StiDie,  chairman 
of  the  committee  appointed  last  year  to  consider  the  subject  of 
extending  the  lectures  of  each  chair  in  medical  schools  over  a 
period  of  two  years,  stating  that  the  views  of  medical  institutions 
had  as  yet  been  imperfectly  ascertained,  and  asking  a  continuance 
of  the  committee.     Granted. 

Dr.  Watson,  of  N.  Y.,  moved  thau  the  Committee  on  Epidemics 
meet  immediately  after  the  adjournment.     Agreed  to. 

The  President  read  an  invitation  to  the  Association  to  attend 
the  session  of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science,  at  Albany,  in  Auo;ust  next, — at  which  time  also,  the 
Dudley  Observatory  will  be  inauo;urated,  and  an  address  delivered 
by  HoL.  Edward  Everett.     The  invitation  was  accepted. 

The  Association  then  adjourned  to  meet  this  morning  at  9 
o'clock. 


■arvjr.^-r  ' 


1S56.J  Americ(m  Medical  AMSoeiation,  263 


SECOND  day's  PROCBBDINGS. 

The  Association  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  at  nine 
o'clock  yesterday  morning. 

The  minutes  were  read,  corrected,  and  approved. 

Dr.  Wister,  of  Pa.,  read  the  list  of  delegates  who  had  registered 
t^Iieir  names  since  the  last  report. 

The  Secretary  read  communications  from  the  following  gentle- 
naen,  asking  an  extension  of  time  in  which  to  report  upon  the 
anhjects  named: 

Dr.  A.  J.  Semmes,  of  N.  Y., — "  Coroners'  Inquests." 

Dr.  J.  Taylor  Bradford,  of  Ky.,— "  Treatment  of  Cholera." 

Dr.  J.  M.  Reese,  of  N.  Y.,— "  Infant  Mortality." 

Dr.  E.  R  Peaslee,  of  Me., — "Inflammation,  &c." 

Dr.  J.  W.  Corson,  of  N.  Y., — "The  Causes  of  the  Impulse  of 
the  Heart,  and  the  Agencies  which  Influence  it  in  Health  and 
Disease." 

Dr.  Mark  Stephenson,  of  N.  Y., — "  The  Treatment  best  adapted 
to  Each  Variety  of  Cataracts,  with  the  Method  of  Operation, 
Place  of  Election,  Time,  Age,  &c." 

Dr.  Beech,  of  Mich., — "  Medical  Topography,  and  Epidemics." 

Dr.  J.  C.  Hutchinson,  of  N.  Y., — "  The  Anatomy  and  Histology 
of  the  Cervix  Uteri." 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Nominations. 

The  Secretary  announced  that  he  had  received  the  folio mng 
resolution  adopted  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  New  York  State 
Medical  Society : 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion be  invited  to  attend  the  semi-centennial  celebration  of  this 
society,  which  will  occur  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  February,  1857. 

The  invitation  was  accepted. 

The  Secretary  read  the  following  communication,  dated  April 
7,  1856, from  the  Secretary  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society: 

Sir — At  the  annual  meeting  of  this  society,  held  in  June  last, 
at  Zanesville,  Ohio,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted,  and  I 
was  directed  to  furnish  you  with  a  copy  of  the  same : 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  oflTered  by  Dr.  Grant,  (a  member 
of  this  society,  but  not  at  this  or  at  that  time  a  practitioner  of 
medicine,  but  a  lawyer,)  at  the  last  session  of  the  society,  viz: 
**  That  it  is  not  derogatory  to  medical  dignity,  or  inconsistent  with 
medical  honor,  for  medical  gentlemen  to  take  out  a  patent-right 
for  surgical  or  mechanical  instruments,"  was  offered  when  many 
members  had  left  for  their  homes,  and  is  not,  therefore,  the  sense 
of  the  society.         ' 

Resolved,  That  the  said  resolution  is  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
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code  of  medical  ethics  adopted  bj  this  society,  and  therefore  be 
it  further 

Hesolved^  That  said  resolution,  offered  bj  Dr.  Grant,  and  adopted 
by  the  society,  be  and  is  hereby,  rescinded. 

The  communicatioD  was  ordered  to  bo  placed  upon  the  minates. 

The  Secretary  read  a  commnnication  from  Dr.  Hamilton,  of 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  transmitting  the  second  part  of  a  report  upon  De- 
formities after  Fracture  and  Dislocations,  and  asking  for  a  correc- 
tion of  the  minutes  of  last  session  in  regard  thereto.  Dr.  H.  also 
asked  that  he  be  permitted  to  incorporate,  in  a  Yolume  upon  the 
subject  he  is  preparing  for  publication,  that  portion  of  the  report 
already  published  by  the  Association. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Brodie,  of  Mich.,  the  minutes  were  amended. 

Dr.  Atlee,  of  Pa.,  offered  a  resolution  that  the  request  of  Dr. 
H.,  in  regard  to  the  publication  of  the  report,  be  granted. 

Dr.  Lindsley,  of  Tenn.,  opposed  the  resolution.  A  similar 
request  was  denied  at  the  session  of  the  Association  held  at  St. 
Louis. 

Dr.  Palmer,  of  111.,  moved  to  refer  the  matter  to  a  special  com- 
mittee.    Carried. 

The  President  appointed  as  such  committee,  Drs.  Palmer,  of  EL, 
Atlee,  of  Pa.,  and  Hills,  of  Ohio. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  admitted  as  members  by  iuTitation 
of  the  Association :  Drs.  Edward  Cox  and  S.  R  French,  of  Battle 
Creek,  Mich.,  introduced  by  Dr.  Gunn :  Dr.  O'Donohue,  of  Battle 
Creek,  introduced  by  Dr.  Coates ;  Dr.  G.  W.  Carhartt,  of  Wayne, 
N.  T.,  introduced  by  Dr.  Cone;  Dr.  S.  A.  Scott,  of  Woodstock, 
C.  W.,  introduced  by  Dr.  Stewart :  Drs.  E.  R  Thornton,  of  Belle- 
ville, Mich.,  Holly,  of  Shiawassee,  Mich.,  Fjster,  of  Unadilla,  Mich., 
and  W.  H.  Stevens,  of  Mich.,  introduced  by  Dr.  Denton;  Dr. 
Thomas  M.  Franklin,  of  Lafayette,  Ind.,  introduced  by  Dr.  Rockwell. 

Dr.  Gunn,  of  Michigan,  moved  that  those  gentlemen  from  Ca- 
nada, who  are  here  by  general  invitation,  be  admitted  in  a  body 
and  be  requested  to  take  seats  on  the  platform  during  this  morn- 
ing's session-     Carried. 

The  following  gentlemen  complied  with  the  invitation : 

Dr.  E.  M.  Hodder,  F.  R  S.,  Eug.,  Prof,  of  Midwifery  and  Dis- 
eases of  Children,  Trinitv  ColWe.  Toronto. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Richardson,  M.  R  C.  S.  Eng.,  Examiner  in  Anatomy, 
University  of  Toronto. 

Dr.  Norman  Bethune,  M,  R.  C.  S.  Eng.  Prof,  of  Anatomy, 
Trinity  College.  Toronto,  C.  W. 

Dr.  Worthy  Haswell,  M.  R  C.  of  Surgery,  Eng. 

Dr.  A.  K.  Dewson,  CoUege  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  N.  Y.,  Li- 
centiate of  Province  of  the  Canadaa. 
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Dr.  Geo.  Coatsworth,  Medical  Department  University  of  Buf- 
falo, Licentiate  of  Province  of  the  Canadas. 

Dr.  John  Tarquand — Woodstock,  C.  W. 

In  receiving  them  upon  the  platform,  the  President,  Dr.  Pitcher, 
said  he  was  happy  to  be  the  instrument  of  celebrating  the  nup- 
tials by  which  we  effect  a  scientific  re-union  of  the  two  members  of 
the  Anglo-Saxon  race,  which  have  so  long  been  separated  by  the 
political  relations  having  their  origin  in  the  separation  of  the 
American  colonies  from  the  English  crown. 

Dr.  Hodder,  in  behalf  of  his  Canadian  brethren,  thanked  the 
Association  for  the  courtesy  and  kindness  extended  to  them. 

Dr.  Sutton,  of  Ky.,  offered  a  resolution  that  1,000  copies  of 
the  address  of  the  late  President,  Dr.  Wood,  be  published. — 
Adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Lindsley,  of  Tenn., 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  Chair, 
to  prepare  a  suitable  minute  in  reference  to  the  death  of  our  late 
Secretary,  Dr.  P.  C.  Gooch,  of  Eichmond,  Va.,  who  fell  a  martyr 
while  contending  with  the  pestilence  in  Norfolk,  in  1855. 

The  President  appointed  as  such  Committee,  Drs.  Lindsley,  of 
Tenn.,  Thomson  of  Del.,  and  Mendenhall,  of  Ohio. 

Dr.  Gross,  of  Ky.,  from  committee  appointed  the  day  previous, 
reported  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  relative  to  the 
death  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Warren  of  Boston : 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  remove  from  the 
scene  of  his  earthly  labors  our  late  fellow-member,  Dr.  John  C. 
TVarren,  of  Boston,  formerly  President  of  this  Association,  and 
for  many  years  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery  in  Harvard 
University ; 

And  whereas,  It  is  just  and  proper  that,  when  a  great  and  good 
man  dies,  his  memory  should  be  cherished  by  his  fellow  citizens, 
and  transmitted  unimpaired  to  posterity  for  the  encouragement 
of  future  ages ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  this  Association  has  learned  with  profound 
regret  the  news  of  an  event  which  has  deprived  the  American 
medical  profession  of  one  of  its  oldest,  most  useful  and  most  illus- 
trious members — American  surgery  one  of  its  greatest  ornaments 
— science  one  of  its  best  friends — and  humanity  one  of  its  noblest 
benefactors. 

Resolved,  That  the  life  of  Dr.  John  C.  Warren  affords  an  ex- 
ample of  a  man  who,  notwithstanding  the  possession  of  ample 
riches,  devoted  himself,  heart  and  soul  for  upwards  of  half  a  cen- 
tury, to  the  cultivation  and  advancement  of  his  profession,  and  to 
the  good  of  the  human  race. 

Resolved,  That  this  Association  deeply  sympathise  s   "v^ith  th 
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family  of  Dr.  Warren  in  their  bereayement,  and  tbat  the  Secre- 
tary be  requested  to  transmit  to  them  a  copy  of  these  proceedings. 

The  preamble  and  resolntions  were  adopted  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Publication. 

Dr.  Gross,  of  Ky..  read  a  report  on  *'  The  Causes  which  Impede 
the  Progress  of  American  Medical  Literature."  In  oondn^on,  he 
submitted  the  following  resolutions : 

Rt'idvtxlf  That  this  Association  earnestly  and  respectfully  rec- 
ommends :  IsL  The  nnirer^al  adoption,  whenever  practicable,  by 
oar  schools,  of  American  works,  as  text-books  for  their  pupils. 
2d.  The  discontinuance  of  the  practice  of  editing  f(»neign  writings. 
3d.  A  more  independent  course  of  the  medical  periodical  pi^ss 
towards  foreign  productions,  and  a  more  liberal  one  towards 
American :  and,  4th.  A  better  and  more  efficient  employment  of 
the  facts  which  are  continually  famished  by  oar  pablic  institu- 
tions for  the  elucidation  of  the  natare  of  diseases  and  accidents, 
and.  indirectly,  for  the  formation  of  a  rigoroos,  and  an  indepen- 
dent national  medio^d  literature. 

^Wr^tf.  That  we  venerate  the  writings  of  the  great  medical 
men.  past  and  present,  of  onr  cooncry.  and  that  we  omsider  them 
as  an  important  element  of  oar  national  mediad  literature. 

.B^^^cvdL  That  we  shall  always  hail  with  pleasnre  any  asefdl 
or  valuable  work  emanating  from  the  Earopean  pretsa;.  mi  that 
we  shall  always  exreni  to  them  a  cordial  w^come.  as  books  of 
referenee.  to  aL\iuaini:  us  with  the  pro<zres$  of  leoricimate  medicine 
abroad,  and  to  enli:2rhten  cs  in  re^j^urd  to  anr  new  &ccs  of  which 
tkey  may  be  che  repoi>icocie*. 

Dr.  Phelpsw  of  New  York,  moved  that  the  report  and  resoltt- 
tioQs^  as  a  whol-:.be  aJopcted. 

At  thesagg^scion  or  a  member,  tiie  t^i&et$irEoa  was  civcied.  The 
report  was  adopted. 

Vpoa  the  reading  of  the  tirsn  resoIa:;ioa.  a  nuember  propi:s«?d  to 
stt^isaoe  -^jutsc"*  tor  •*  liberaL'*  iit  line  S.  Dr.  Grosj  accepted 
Ike  am^encoienti. 

I>r^  YdLttieL  of  Ky..  moved  than  tie  resolations  be  made  the  spe- 
cial orvler  for  ThursLiav  ittoroiacj:.     Loi^ii. 

IV.  Cobb*  or  X.  Y.,  wafevoppctjed  to  the  resolationa.  If  adopted 
and  seatj  oat  to  the  wocid.  chev  s;ivor  too  much  of  BLnow-Xochino:- 
t»at  CO  luuiJLe  taetxi  ptilacable.     ^^tju^at^^n.) 

IV.  Leidy,  of  PijL.  was^  iix  fifcvur  of  Iwiviag  xo  taeochers  of  medi- 
etne  che  selection  of  tJunr  own  ^xl-io^a^ 

Dr.  Davis^  onferatod  4hM^  waft  anolkr  report  t»ai!hing  upon 
the  sulifoe^— thtth  npom  ^Awmma  Medical  iiUfRimLre.*^  by  Dr. 
B^reckeiunlg^  ^  Kfi.  H»  vm«k4  to  lagr  th»  n«t]tiimii&  i^oa  t^ 
tahfe  Witt  Hiafc  npMrl  vat        ^    QunadL 
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The  Secretary  read  a  communication  from  Dr.  P.  A.  Jewett,  of 
Conn.,  chairman  of  the  Committee  to  Procure  Memoirs  of  the 
Eminent  and  Worthy  Dead.  Beferred  to  Committee  on  Nomi- 
nations. 

Dr.  Breckenridge,  of  Ky.,  read  a  report  upon  American  Medi- 
cal Literature. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Hooker,  it  was  accepted  and  referred  to  the 
Committtee  on  Publication. 

The  Association  then  adjourned  to  this  morning  at  9  o'clock. 


THIRD   DAY. — MORNING   SESSION. 

The  Association  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  at  9  o' 
clock. 

The  minutes  were  read,  corrected  and  approved. 

A  communication  from  Dr.  Wroth,  of  Md.,  relative  to  a  report 
upon  the  Medical  Topography  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland, 
and  one  from  Dr.  Thomson,  of  Ky.,  relative  to  a  report  on  **  Chlo- 
roform," were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nominations. 

The  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  E.  S.  Lemoine,  of  St.  Louis, 
enclosing  an  autograph  letter  from  M.  Dubois. 

The  Secretary  read  a  communication  from  J.  C.  Holmes,  Esq., 
the  Secretary  of  the  Michigan  State  Agricultural  Society,  present- 
ing to  the  Association  twenty-five  copies  of  the  transactions  of  the 
society  for  1853,  and  also  the  same  number  of  the  transactions 
for  1854. 

Dr.  Brodie,  of  Mich.,  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  Association 
be  returned  therefor,  and  that  one  copy  be  presented  to  each  State 
represented.     Carried. 

On  motion,  Dr.  Mc  Gugin,  of  Iowa,  was  appointed  a  member 
from  that  State  of  the  Committee  on  Nominations. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Atlee,  of  Pa., 

Resolved, — That  the  President  shall  be  authorized,  annually  to  ap- 
point delegates  to  represent  this  Association,  at  the  meetings  of  the 
British  Association  and  the  American  Medical  Society  of  Paris,  and 
such  other  scientific  bodies  in  Europe  as  may  be  affiliated  with  us. 
Adopted. 

Dr.  Gluck,  of  New  York,  offered  the  following : 

Whereas,  During  the  present  year  a  Medical  Congress  is  to  be  held 
in  Europe ;  therefore 

Resolved, — That  the  American  Medical  Association  send  to  that  con- 
gress four  delegates,  representing  the  four  sections  of  the  Union. 

Dr.  Davis,  of  HI.,  thought  it  might  be  necessary  and  proper  to 
send  a  greater  number  than  four.  He  moved  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table.     Carried. 
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Dr.  Clendenin  offered  the  following: 

Resoh\  if, — That  a  committee  of  one  be  appointed,  for  a  period  of  ihree 
Tears,  \vith  instructions  to  report  progress  at  each  annual  meeting  of 
this  SovM^ty.  to  investigate  the  etiology  and  pa:h}logT  of  epiiemio  cho- 
lera, and  tbat  said  committee  le  allowed  to  add  anj  other  ineml=ers  to 
the  same  which  they  think  may  be  necessary  to  further  the  objects  of  the 
appointment. 

On  motion,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nominations. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  Mendenholl,  of  Ohio. 

BesoUwL — That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  strike  the  name  of 
C.  H.  Cleveland  from  the  list  of  permanent  members  at  this  Association. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Atlee,  of  Pa., 

B'S'Mty'J. — That  the  came  of  James  R.  McCIintock  be  stricken  firom 
the  list  cf  permanent  members. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Bissell,  of  New  York, 

B'^^soii'td. — That  this  -Issociation  has  learned,  with  deep  regret  the 
death  of  cne  of  its  members.  Dr.  Theodore  Eomevn  Eeck.  of  Al- 
bauT.  N.  Y..  whose  whole  lire  has  been  devoted  to  the  attainment  and 
promotion  '.f  medicine  and  general  science,  and  that  we  do  hereby  ex- 
press our  high  appreciation  of  the  excellencies  of  his  character,  distin- 
guishel  by  its  simplicity,  integrity  and  tirmne®  of  ptirpcsc.  and  by  the 
extent  and  variety  of  hi^  acquirements  in  medical  as  well  as  in  almost 
every  other  dc{.artmenc  of  science. 

Ktsclctd^ — That  the  above  resolutions  be  referred  to  the  commitree. 
to  pr>:ure  memorials  of  the  eminent  and  worthy  dead,  ami  that  thej  be 
ze\{ues:ed  to  prjcure  a  memoir  of  the  late  Dr.  £eck.  tj  be  published  in 
the  transactions  of  the  Association. 

Dr.  BLxKig«XHl»  of  111.,  otfered  the  fijllowina:: 

BsoiL'^f.L — That  the  c:n;>titucion  of  ihis  .V;5&ociation  be  so  amt^ndeias 
that  hereafter  the  president  shall  be  elected  by  ballot,  and  shall  not  be 
a  resident  :f  the  State  in  which  he  is  elected. 

On  moticu  of  Dr.  Watscu,  of  New  York,  laid  on  the  table. 
Dr.  Wiscer.  of  Pa.,  oilered  :he  follo^vini;:,  whicii  was  adopted: 

i?tsc/t't>  u\ — That  the  iuvitati-.u  ;:o  :;euciemeu  of  the  medical  profession 
of  Canada,  extended  to  whem  bv  the  American  Medical  -Vasoe-iation.  at 
its  session  in  I'hiladeiphia,  be  renewed  for  the  meetiuii  at  N^ashville. 
Teun.  :  unl  :hat  this  Associuion  mav  be  ^aie  from  the  iutroduction  of 
unsuitable  pv.rs;.ius,  ic  is  lecommouded  that  j:eutlemen  presenting  them- 
selves from  :hc  province  of  Canada,  should  be  pr.^vidtd  with  a  letter  ot 
introductiou  to  this  Association  from  one  of  the  following  ;ientlemen : 
Drs.  lan[uaud.  A.  Scott,  Woodstock,  Canada :  Dr&  Uodder.  Bethune, 
Richardson.  BonelL  Haswell.  Widmer.  Beaumcnt,  derrick,  of  Toronto: 
Drs.  O'Eeilly.  Craiggie^  DuggVi*  of  Hamilton;  Dr.  Sampson  of  Kingston. 

Dr.  Phelps,  of  New  York»  offered  the  foUowinjr : 
Whereat^  It  has  pleased  an  All  Wise,  bat  Inscrutible  Providence,  to 
Tiait  tlia  oUj  of  NMblk*  Yft*  nai  notni^*  wikk  a  deiwltting  pestilaiflB^ 
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eqnal,  or  surpassing  any  recorded  in  ancient  or  modem  times,  and  by 
which,  in  a  few  weeks,  forty  physicians,  cither  residents  or  those  from 
abroad,  who  had  promptly  rushed  to  the  rescue,  (among  the  number  of 
whom  was  our  late  Secretary  and  associate,  Dr.  Gooch,  of  Richmond,) 
had  been  swept  away,  therefore, 

Resolved, — That  such  an  instance  of  signal  and  unflinching  devotion 
to  the  cause  of  science  and  of  humanity,  demands  at  the  hands  of  this 
national  Association  a  passing  expression  of  their  high  admiration  of 
this — another  memorable  instance  of  the  unparalleled  sacrifices  of  the 
profession  to  the  interests  of  the  healing  art  and  of  the  race. 

Resolved, — That  this  minute  be  incorporated  in  our  transactions. 
Adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Palnier,  of  111.,  Rt.  Rev.  Samuel  A.  McCoskry, 
Episcopal  Bishop  of  this  diocese,  was  invited  to  a  seat  upon  the 
platform. 

The  like  courtesy  was  extended  to  Dr.  Mussey,  formerly  Presi- 
dent of  the  Association. 

Dr.  Stocker,  of  Pa.,  oflfered  the  following  amendments  to  the 
constitution : 

Amend  article  3,  so  that  it  shall  read :  "  Article  3.  The  regular 
meetings  of  the  Association  shall  be  held  annually,  and  commence 
on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May.  The  Association  shall  meet  bien- 
nially in  the  city  of .  The  place  of  meeting  for  the  inter- 
mediate year  shall  be  determined  by  a  vote  of  the  Association." 

Amend  article  4,  by  providing  for  one  permanent  and  two  as- 
sistant secretaries,  and  also  specifying  the  duties,  &c.,  of  each. 

Laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

Dr.  Dorsey,  of  Ohio,  oflfered  the  following : 

Revived, — That  in  May,  1858,  and  every  third  year  thereafter,  this 
Association  meet  at  Washington  city,  and  that  the  present  officers  be  re- 
quested to  correspond  with  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institute,  in  regard  to  furnishing  necessary  rooms  for  the  keeping  of  the 
archives  of  the  Association. 

Laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Sheets, 

Resolved, — That  it  is  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion to  notice  the  works  of  irregular  practitioners  in  our  medical  peri- 
odicals. 

Dr.  Davis,  of  111.,  moved  that  reports  be  made  the  special  order. 
Carried. 

Dr.  Watson,  of  N.  Y.,  moved  to  reconsider  the  last  vote,  in  or- 
der to  take  up  the  resolutions  attached  to  the  report  of  Dr.  Gross, 
of  Ky.,  upon  the  "  Causes  which  Retard  American  Medical  Liter- 
ature."    Carried. 

The  resolutions  were  taken  up ;  the  question  being  upon  their 
adoption. 
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Dr.  Gross  read  extracts  from  his  report,  explained  the  intent 
of  the  resolutions,  insisted  upon  their  necessity,  and  advocated 
their  adoption. 

Dr.  Davis,  of  111.,  was  opposed  to  adopting  any  report.  There 
were  now  before  the  Association  two  reports,  [the  one  by  Dr.  Gross, 
of  Ky.,  and  one  by  Dr.  Brecken  ridge,  of  Ky.,]  presenting  directly 
adverse  views.  He  thought  both  should  be  accepted  and  referred 
to  the  proper  committee — nothing  more. 

Dr.  Breckenridge,  of  Ky.,  said  the  point  at  issue  is — ^whether 
the  Association  will  favor  the  sectionalism  or  the  universality  of 
medicine.  If  Dr.  Gross's  report  and  resolutions  are  adopted  we 
decided  in  favor  of  the  former. 

Dr.  Cobb,  of  N.  Y.,  foresaw  the  diflBculty  that  would  arise  in 
adopting  Dr.  Gross's  report  the  day  previous. 

Dr.  Watson,  of  N.  Y.,  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  report  was  adopted.     Carried. 

He  then  moved  that  the  report  be  accepted.     Carried. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Atlee,  of  Pa.,  the  report  and  resolutions  of 
Dr.  Gross,  and  the  report  of  Dr.  Breckenridge  upon  **  American 
Medical  Literature,"  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publi- 
cation. 

Dr.  Palmer,  of  HI.,  from  special  committee,  to  which  was  refer- 
red the  communication  of  Dr.  Hamilton,  reported  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved, — That  leave  be  granted  to  Dr.  F.  H.  Hamilton  to  make  use 
of  the  materials  of  his  report  on  **  Deformities  After  Fractures,"  which 
is  in  course  of  publication  by  this  Association,  in  his  anticipated  work 
upon  "  Fractures  and  Dislocations." 

Dr.  A.  B.  Palmer,  from  the  Committee  on  Plans  of  Organiza- 
tion for  State  and  County  Medical  Societies,  presented  a  length- 
ened and  able  report,  containing  numerous  useful  suggestions, 
with  outlines  for  the  proper  organization  of  local  societies,  and 
a  series  of  resolutions  in  accordance  with  the  views  enforced  in 
the  report.  Accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publi- 
cation. 

On  motion,  the  resolutions  were  temporarily  laid  on  the  table 
for  further  action  by  the  Convention. 

Dr.  Davis,  of  111.,  Chairman  of  Special  Committee,  reported  on 
"  The  Changes  in  the  Composition  and  Properties  of  the  Milk  of 
the  Human  Female,  Produced  by  Menstruation  and  Pregnancy," 
in  a  paper  containing  numerous  valuable  details  of  much  interest 
to  the  profession  and  the  public,  obtained  by  careful  examination 
and  comparison,  and  showing  conclusively  the  ill  effects  of  lacta- 
tion, especially  during  the  latter  of  the  periods  referred  to.  Ac- 
cepted, and  referred  to  Committee  on  Publication. 
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Dr.  Charles  Q.  Chandler,  of  Missouri,  who  was  to  report  on 
"  Malignant  Periodic  Fevers,"  submitted,  as  a  substitute,  through 
Secretary  Brodie,  a  paper  on  "  Sulphate  of  Cinchona,"  which  was 
received  as  a  "  voluntary  contribution,"  and  referred  to  a  special 
committee. 

Dr.  Johnson,  of  Chicago,  asked  further  time  to  report  on  "Ex- 
cretions, &c."     Referred  to  Committed  on  Nominations. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Newman,  of  Buffalo,  from  Committee  on  **  The  Sani- 
tary Police  of  Cities,"  presented  an  elaborate  report,  embracing 
details  of  the  various  estimated  causes  of  disease  in  cities,  as 
compared  with  rural  localities,  together  with  numerous  valuable 
statistics  of  mortality  in  the  largest  cities  of  Europe  and  the 
Union,  of  which  the  Doctor,  at  the  request  of  the  Association, 
gave  a  brief  verbal  abstract.  The  report,  evidently,  embodies  a 
vast  mass  of  useful  information,  with  deductions  from  it  that  city 
life  is  inimicable  to  health  and  longevity,  and  arguments  enforc- 
ing the  urgent  necessity  for  ameliorating  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  populous  localities  of  cities  and  large  towns.  Of  diseases  arising 
from  impure  air  and  insufficient  ventilation,  classed  under  the 
term  "  zimotic,"  the  report  stated  that,  in  1850,  40  per  cent,  of 
all  the  deaths  in  the  various  cities  were  of  that  nature.  The  re- 
port also  embodied  details  of  the  loss  of  life  from  cholera,  small 
pox,  &c.,  giving  startling  expositions  of  danger  from  these  sources, 
and  recommends  the  enactment  of  laws  for  compulsory  ventilation 
and  cleanliness,  as  well  as  for  vaccination,  &c.  Accepted,  and 
referred  to  Committee  on  Publication. 

Adjourned  to  2,  P.  M. 


AFTERNOON   SESSION. 

The  Association  met  at  2  o'clock. 

Dr.  Frost,  of  Charleston,  S.  C.,oflfered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved^ — That  the  thanks  of  this  Association  are  due  to  the  retiring 
officers,  for  the  zealous  and  efficient  manner  in  which  their  duties  have 
been  performed  ;  to  our  late  President,  for  the  courtesy  and  ability  with 
which  he  has  presided  over  our  deliberations ;  to  all  the  officers  for  their 
attention  to  the  laborious  duties  of  their  stations — not  excepting  our 
Committee  on  Publication,  to  whom  we  must  feel  indebted  for  the  satis- 
factory form  in  which  the  volume  of  the  transactions  appears. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Fuller,  of  Me.,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
best  treatment  of  Cholera  Infantum,  read  a  report  thereon,  in 
which  he  stated  that  the  pathology  of  the  disease  was  little  un- 
derstood, and  that  physicians  should  interchange  views  on  the 
subject. 
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The  report  iras  accepted,  and  referred  to  ilie  Committee  on 
Publication. 

Dr.  Green,  of  X.  Y..  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Use 
and  Ejects  of  the  Application  of  Nitrate  of  Silver  to  tlie  Throat, 
read  a  report  thereon.  He  a&serted  that  great  benefits  had  been 
derived  from  topical  medication  in  thoracic  diseases — tnberenlosis, 
bronchitis,  &c.  Th?  report  was  accepted  and  referred  to  the 
Committoe  on  Publication. 

Dr.  Flint,  of  Louisville.  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  best 
mode  of  rendering  the  Medical  Patronage  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment tnbutarv  to  the  honor  and  improvement  of  the  profes- 
sion, read  a  report  thereon.  fie  denounced  the  granting  of 
patents  bv  the  Cnited  States  government  to  '^^  quack  medicines/' 
stating,  however,  that  it  appears,  from  a  letter  written  bj  the 
present  Commissioner  of  Patents^  that  the  practice  of  the  oflSce 
has  been  to  discourage  such  a  use  of  its  functions,  and  that*  daring 
the  past  fifteen  years,  but  four  or  five  snch  patents  have  been 
granted,  although  fr>m  twentv  to  thirtv  applications  therefor  have 
been  male  per  vear.  The  creiiit  of  sanicary  improvements^  Dr. 
F.  said,  were  not  due  to  individuals,  but  to  medical  science.  Such 
improvements  are  never  discoveries  or  revelacions.  but  inductions. 
The  United  States  government  should  aid  the  great  cai^e  of  med- 
ical science,  bv  making  appropriations  for  the  publication  of  the 
transactions  of  the  National  AsstDciation.  and  bv  paying  prizes  for 
the  best  essays  on  subjects  selected  by  that  Association.  The  re- 
port was  accepted^  and  referred  to  the  Coinmittee  on  Publication. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  made  the  following  report : 

The  Nominating  Ccnmiittee  \ez  leave  to  make  the  following  report : 
For  Chairman  of  Special  Committees  for  I  So7 : 
Dr.  E.  R.  Peislee.  of  Brinswiok.  Me.,  on  InJiammation.  its  Pltli*>log]u 
and  its  Relation  to  the  Recnferative  Process. 

Dr.  J.  C.  Hutohinsoa.  of  Brooklvn.  N.  Y..  anl  Charles  E.  Isaacs;  of 

m  

New  York  citv,  on  the  Anafc^mv  and  Histolo^rr  of  the  Cerrix  Uteri. 

Dr.  J.  Taylor  Brkiiord.  of  ATigusta.  Rj..  on  the  Treatment  of 
Cholera. 

Dr.  Mark  Stephenson*  of  N.  Y..  on  the  Treatment  Best  Adapted  t> 
each  varietj  ot*  Cataract,  with  the  Method  of  Operasion.  Place  of  Elec- 
tion. Time.  Age.  &c. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Cordon,  of  N.  Y..  on  the  Causes  of  die  Impulse  of  the  Heart* 
and  the  Ag^.^ncies  which  InduenL*e  it  in  Health  and  Di&eaae. 

Dr.  D.  Meredith  Reese.  <i)f  N.  Y.*  on  the  Causes  of  Infant  Mortalitr  in 
Large  Cities^  the  Source  of  its  Increase,  and  the  Means  &r  its  Dim* 
inntion. 

Dr.  J.  Foster  Jenkins,,  of  Tqdkcsn;  N.  T.,  <m  ^pontancoas  Umbilieal 
Hemorrhage  of  the  Newlj  Bona. 

Dr.  Hcmry  Carpeirtwv  rf  IiiniaMln»  Fa^  cb  the  Uvof  bBtnoMatsn 
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Dr.  Alex.  J.  Semmes,  of  Washington,  D.  C„  on  the  Measures  to  he 
Adopted  to  Remedy  the  Evils  Existing  in  the  Present  Mode  of  Holding 
Coroners'  Inqnests. 

Dr.  J.  Marion  Sims,  of  New  York  city,  on  the  Treatment  of  the  Re- 
snlts  of  Obstructed  Labor. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Flint,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  on  the  True  Position  and  Value  rf 
Operative  Surgery  as  a  Therapeutic  Agent. 

Dr.  G.  Volney  Dorsey,  of  Piqua,  Ohio,  on  the  Causes  and  Cure  of  In- 
digestion, especially  in  Relation  to  the  Therapeutic  Indications  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  Chemical  Compo3ition  of  the  Deposites  in  the  Urine. 

Dr.  C.  B.  Coventry,  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  on  the  Medical  Jurisprudence  of 
Insanity,  and  the  Testimony  of  Skilled  Witnesses  in  Courts  of  Justice. 

Dr.  Jos.  Leidy,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  on  Human,  Animal  and  Vegetable 
Parasites. 

Dr.  M.  D.  Damall,  of  Bainhridge,  Ind.,  on  the  Value  of  a  Strict  At- 
tention to  Position  in  the  Treatment  of  Diseases  of  the  Abdomen. 

Dr.  George  Sutton,  of  Aurora,  Ind.,  on  Milk  Sickness. 

Dr.  Clark  J.  Pease,  of  Janesville,  Wis.,  on  the  Blending  and  Conver- 
sion of  the  Types  of  Fever. 

Dr.  B.  S.  Woodsworth,  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  on  the  Best  Substitute 
for  Cinchona  and  its  Preparations  in  the  Treatment  of  Intermittent  Fe- 
ver and  Malarious  Neuralgia. 

Dr.  Franklin  Hinkle,  of  Marietta,  Pa.,  on  the  Use  of  Cinchona  in 
Malarious  Diseases. 

Henry  V.  Campbell  of  Augusta,  Ga.,  on  the  Nervous  System  in  Febrile 
Diseases. 

Dr.  John  Neill,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  on  the  Laws  Governing  the  De- 
posit of  Bone. 

Dr.  John  W.  Green,  of  New  York  city,  on  the  Intimate  Effects  of 
Certain  Toxicological  Agents  in  the  Animal  Tissues  and  Fluids. 

Dr.  George  Suckley,  U.  S.  A.,  on  the  Medical  Topography  and  Fauna 
of  Washington  Territory. 

Dr.  James  Cooper,  of  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  on  the  Flora  of  Washington  and 
Oregon  Territories. 

Dr.  Chas.  E.  Isaacs,  of  N.  Y.,  on  the  Intimate  Structure  and  the  Pa- 
thology of  the  Kidney. 

Dr.  Israel  Moses,  of  New  York  City,  on  the  Diseases  Incidental  to 
Europeans  from  Temperate  Climates,  in  their  Transition  Through  Central 
America. 

Dr.  T.  W.  Gordon,  of  Georgetown,  Brown  county,  0.,  on  the  Etiology 
and  Pathology  of  Epidemic  Cholera,  to  be  continued  three  years,  and 
with  power  to  add  any  other  members. 

Dr.  H.  A.  Johnson,  of  Chicago,  on  the  Excretions  as  an  Index  to  the 
Organic  Changes  going  on  in  the  System. 

Dr.  D.  D.  Thomson,  of  Louisville,  on  the  Remedial  Effects  of  Chlo- 
Tofonn.  • 

Standing  CoMiiiTTSES. — OommiUee  on  Publication^ — ^Drs.  Francis  G. 

Smith,  of  Pa.,  Chairman;  Casper  Wister,  of  Pa.,  Samuel  L.  HoUings- 
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worth,  of  Pa.,  Samuel  Lewis,  of  Pa.,  H«  F.  Askew,  of  Del.,  WnL  Brodie, 
«f  Mich.,  B.  G.  Foster,  of  Tenn. 

Committee  on  Prize  Essays, — ^Drs.  Wm.  K.  Bowling,  of  Tenn.,  Chair- 
man ;  E.  B.  Haskins,  of  Tenn.,  Thomas  Lipscomb,  of  Tenn.,  A.  H.  Bu- 
chanan, of  Tenn.,  B.  W.  Ayent,  of  Tenn.,  W.  A.  Cheatham,  of  Tenn., 
Paul  F.  Eve,  of  Tenn. 

Committee  of  Arrangements, — ^Drs.  C.  K.  Winston,  rf  Tenn.,  Chair- 
man ;  Ira  Conwell,  of  Tenn.,  Wm.  D.  Haggart,  of  Tenn.,  J.  L.  C.  John- 
son, of  Tenn.,  F.  A.  Bamsay,  of  Tenn.,  Geo.  Grant,  of  Tenn.,  J.  B. 
Lindsley,  of  Tenn. 

To  fill  vacancies  in  the  Committee  on  Medical  Topography  and 
Epidemics: 

ffew  Hampshire, — ^Dr.  V.  P.  Fitch,  of  Amherst. 

California, — ^Dr.  Robert  Murray,  of  Fort  Miller. 

To  fill  vacancies  in  the  Committee  upon  A  Uniform  System  of  Begis- 
tiation  of  Marriages,  Births  and  Deaths : 

Verm>ont, — Dr.  Adrian  T.  Woodward,  of  Castleton. 

Connecticut, — Dr.  Wm.  B.  Casey,  of  Middletown. 

Virginia, — ^Dr.  R.  W.  Hazall,  of  Bichmond.  • 

California, — Dr.  Arthur  R.  Stout,  of  San  Francisco. 

They  recommend  the  continuance  of  the  ''  Committee  to  Procure  Me- 
morials of  the  Eminent  and  Worthy  Dead,"  and  that  the  Report,  as  far 
as  prepared,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

Standing  Committees. — On  Medical  Education, — ^Dr.  E.  Geddings, 
of  S.  C,  Chairman ;  C.  W.  Le  Boutillier,  of  Mina.,  G.  F.  Mitchell,  of 
0..  S.  W.  Clanton,  of  Ala.,  S.  W.  Butler,  of  N.  J. 

On  Medical  Literature, — Drs.  R.  Hills,  of  0.,  Chairman ;  D.  W. 
Yandell,  of  Ky.,  R.  R.  Porter,  of  Del.,  H.  A.  Johnson,  of  111.,  Charles  E. 
Swan,  of  Maine. 

The  President  stated  that  Dr.  Anderson,  of  Ala.,  Chairman  of 
Committee  on  Medical  Education,  had  sent  in  his  report'.  It  was 
accepted  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication, 

A  report  from  Dr.  Worth,  of  Md.,  on  the  Medical  Topography 
and  Epidemics  of  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  was  accepted  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

A  report  froui  Dr.  Cain,  of  S.  C,  on  the  Epidemic  of  Yellow 
Fever  in  Charleston,  in  1854,  was  accepted  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Publication. 

A  report  from  Dr.  Fenner,  of  La.,  on  the  Medical  Topography 
and  Epidemics  of  Louisiana,  was  accepted  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Publication. 

Secretary  Brodie  stated  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  Dr. 
Dillard,  13.  S.  N.,  appointed  on  the  Committee  on  Medical  Topo- 
graphy and  Epidemics,  saying  that  he  could  not  act,  in  consequence 
of  having  received  no  appointment  as  delegate  to  thd  Association 
from  the  Surgeon  General. 

Dr.  Gunn,  of  Mich.,  said  three  communications  had  been  handed 
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to  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  by  the  secretaries,  which  they 
(the  Committee,)  had  not  time  to  examine.  He  asked  that  a 
special  committee  be  appointed  to  report  on  volunteer  communi- 
cations. 

Dr.  Palmer,  of  111.,  oflTered  the  following,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  volunteer  communications  in  the  hands  of  the 
Committee  of  Arrangements  be  referred,  with  all  other  such  commu- 
nications, to  a  special  committee  to  be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  Residing 
at  the  place  of  publication  of  the  transactions ;  and  if,  in  their  judg. 
ment,  the. papers  are  worthy,  they  be  referred  by  them  to  the  Committee 
on  publication,  to  go  into  the  transactions  of  the  Association. 

The  President  appointed  as  such  committee,  Drs.  A.  Still,  S. 
Jackson,  and  F.  J.  B.  Biddle. 

The  authors  and  titles  of  the  volunteer  communications  were 
announced  by  Secretary  Brodie  as  follows : 

By  Dr.  C.  J.  Chandler,  of  Eocheport,  Mo.,  on  Sulph.  Cinchona  in 
Periodic  Diseases. 

By  Dr.  Isidor  Gluck,  of  New  York,  on  Formation  of  Gun  Shot 
Wounds,  &c. 

Dr.  G.  P.  Flachenberg,  on  an  Improved  Method  of  Applying  Compres- 
sion to  the  Scrotum. 

A  member  of  the  Committee  on  a  Uniform  System  of  Eegistra- 
tion  of  Marriages,  Births  and  Deaths,  stated  that  they  were 
unable  to  make  a  report  at  present,  in  consequence  of  the  death 
of  their  chairman.  Dr.  Wilson,  of  Conn. 

The  Committee  on  Medical  Literature,  for  1855,  was  continued 
for  another  year. 

Dr.  Gross,  of  Louisville,  tendered,  in  behalf  of  the  medical 
profession  and  the  citizens  of  Louisville,  an  invitation  to  the  Asso- 
ciation to  meet  in  that  city  in  May,  1858.     Placed  on  file. 

Dr.  Dorsey,  of  Ohio,  oiFered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted. 

Resolved,  by  the  American  Medical  Association,  that  the  Committee 
on  the  Etiology  and  Pathology  of  Cholera  be  instructed  to  memorialize 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  requesting  that  Honorable  body  to 
grant  every  necessary  assistance  which  can  or  will  promote  the  objects 
for  which  the  Committee  has  been  appointed. 

Secretary  Brodie  read  a  communication  from  the  Royal  Medical 
and  Chirurgical  Society  of  England,  thanking  the  American 
Medical  Association  for  their  present  of  the  eighth  volume  of 
their  transactions.     Ordered  placed  on  file. 

Dr.  Wister,  of  Pennsylvania,  oflfered  the  following,  which  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  President, 
to  correspond  with  the  proper  officer  of  the  Smithsonian  Institute, 
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wtfonng  into  the  potBibnity  of  pioearing  a  dttinlwr  m  Ast  inrtitaitiop 
for  Uie  lues  of  this  AflBoeialiaii. 

The  President  appointed  as  8iiehcoaimiitee,DrB.  WisteryOf  Pa., 
Hale,  of  Washington,  and  J.  Neill,  of  Pa. 

Dr.  Phelps  of  N.  Y.,  offered  the  following, whidiwere adopted: 

Sesoived,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Associatioii  are  doe,  and  axe  hereby 
tendered,  to  the  Fire  Department  of  the  city  of  Detnnt  for  the  gratu- 
itous use  of  their  large  and  commodioos  hall,  so  amply  famishing  to  us 
aoeommodaticm  for  the  couTenient  transaction  of  business. 

.Resolved,  That  the  urbane  deportment  and  elegant  ho^italities  of 
the  profession  and  of  private  indiTiduak,  as  well  as  the  polite  attentions 
of  eitisens  generally,  demand  of  this  Association  a  high  appreciation  of 
the  cultivated  manners  of  this  ciiy  of  the  West*  and  which  has  tended 
greatly  to  enhance  the  pleasure  of  the  session  here  of  the  delegates  from 
abroad. 

The  Association  adjourned  to  this  morning  at  9  o'clock. 


FOURTH  DAY — MORNIKG  8ESSI0H. 

The  President  called  the  Association  to  order.  The  Secretary 
read  the  minutes  of  the  preceding  session,  which  were  corrected 
and  approved. 

Dr.  Palmer  of  HI.  moved  that  Dr.  Bichard  Coolidge,  of  D.  C, 
be  substituted  in  place  of  Dr.  Finley,  on  the  Coounittee  to  report 
on  Epidemics.     Carried. 

Dr.  Gnnn,  of  Detroit,  from  Committee  on  Credentials,  reported 
the  names  of  new  members,  by  invitation. 

Dr.  Atlee,  of  Pa.  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  all  voluntary  communications  hereafter  presented  to  the 

Association,  shall  be  referred  to  a  special  committee  of ,  to  be 

appointed  by  the  President,  on  the  first  annual  meeting,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  examine  such  communications,  and  report  upon  the  propriety 
of  their  presentation  and  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Publicatvma 

Carried. 

Dr.  Palmer,  of  Chicago,  moved  that  the  above  resolution, 
together  with  the  suggestions  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Prize  Essays,  as  to  whether  any  means  can  be  devised  to  cause 
an  increase  of  the  number  of  Essays  presented,  be  referred  to  a 
special  committee,  of  which  Dr.  Leidy,  of  Pa.,  shall  be  chairman, 
to  report  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Association.  Carried.  And 
G.  6.  Wood  and  C.  D.  Smith,  of  Phil.,  were  put  upon  said  com- 
mittee. 

J.  6.  Lindsloy,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  suit- 
able minute,  having  reference  to  the  death  of  P.  C.  Gooch,  late 
Secretary  of  the  Association,  begged  leave  to  report  the  following 
preamble  and  resolutions : 
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Whsrbas,  the  exhibition  of  high  courage  and  self-sacrificing  devotion 
to  the  good  of  others,  is  ever  honorable  to  a  profession  by  whose  membeif 
it  is  manifested,  and  worthy  of  remembrance  and  emulation : 

Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  P.  C.  Gooch,  of  Eichmond,  Ya.,  who 
nobly  volunteered  his  services  during  the  pestilence  at  Norfolk,  we  recog- 
nize a  loss  to  this  Association,  the  profession,  and  the  country.  His 
arduous  and  successful  labors  as  Secretary  of  the  meeting  at  Charleston 
and  Eichmond,  merited  the  regard  of  this  Association ;  the  zeal,  abilitv, 
and  industry  manifested  by  him  as  the  founder  and  editor  of  the  Steth- 
oscope— the  first  medical  periodical  established  in  Va. — showed  his  devo- 
tion to  the  cause  of  medical  progress  and  activity,  and  the  manner  of 
his  death  gave  signal  evidence  that  he  was  one  of  whom  his  country 
might  well  be  proud. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  transmitted  by  the  Sec- 
retary to  the  relatives  of  the  late  Dr.  Gooch.     Carried. 

Dr.  Samuel  Denton,  of  Michigan,  oflfered  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  enlist  some  enterprising  publisher,  and  aid  in  collecting  and  arrang- 
ing material  for  an  American  Medical  Directory. 

Laid  on  the  table. 

Dr.  Smith,  of  N.  Y.,  moved  that  a  special  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  this  Association,  a  clas- 
sification of  those  diseases  which  involve  a  derangement  of  the 
mental  manifestations.  Carried,  and  leave  given  the  mover  to 
appoint  the  committee,  he  being  chairman. 

The  Secretary  read  an  invitation  from  Dr.  Childs,  of  Boston, 
inviting  the  members  of  the  Association  to  meet  with  the  Massa- 
chusetts Med.  Society  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  May.     Aa*epted. 

Dr.  Atlee,  of  Pa.,  moved  that  a  copy  of  the  Association's  trans- 
actions be  sent  to  the  Epidemological  Society  of  London.    Carried. 

Dr.  Gunn,  of  Mich.,  moved  that  any  new  Medical  Society,  not 
heretofore  represented  in  this  Association,  be  required  to  trans- 
mit to  the  Secretary,  with  the  credentials  of  its  delegates,  the 
evidence  of  its  existence,  capacity,  and  good  standing.     Carried. 

Dr.  McGugan  moved  that  a  special  committee  be  appointed  to 
report  on  the  subject  of  **  Stomatitis  Materna."     Carried. 

Dr.  Bailey  moved  that  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis  be  requested  to  con- 
tinue his  observations  on  the  subject  of  the  changes  produced  in' 
the  composition  and  qualities  of  milk  by  pregnancy  and  menstru- 
ation ;  also,  the  best  substitute  for  the  mother's  milk  when  wean- 
ing becomes  necessary  before  the  child  is  eighteen  months  old, 
and  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Association.     Carried. 

Dr.  Atlee,  of  Pa.,  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  Association  be 
tendered  to  all  railroad  companies  who  had  furnished  members 
with  passes  to  this  convention.     Carried. 

Dr.  Palmer,  of  HL,  called  for  some  disposition  to  be  made  of 
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the  resolutions  appended  to  his  report  on  the  orgmnization  of  Ifed- 
ical  Societies. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Atlee,  they  were  referred  with  the  report  for 
publication. 

Dr.  Palmer,  of  111.,  moved  that  the  Association  tender  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  press  of  Detroit  for  the  interest  and  attention 
given  to  their  sessions  in  this  city.     Carried. 

Dr.  Palmer,  of  DL,  moved  that  the  committee  on  Registrations 
have  leave  now  to  present  a  partial  report,  which  is  hereby  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  publication.     Carried. 

Dr.  Lindsley,  of  Tenn.,  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  it  is  the  object  of  this  Association,  in  the  award  of  its 
prizes  for  commnnicatioiis  upon  sabfects  appertainii^  to  medical  science, 
to  encourage  the  progress  of  the  latter,  and  as  this  result  can  not  be 
better  attained  than  through  original  investigation  and  discovery : 

Raolvfd,  That  hereafter  an  annual  prixe  of  $100  be  awanled  for  the 
beet  memoir  or  essay,  founded  on  ori^nal  investigation  of  the  author, 
and  in  case  of  no  memoir  or  essay  being  presented  worthy  of  such 
award,  the  prize  money  to  be  appropriated  towards  the  expense  of  pub- 
lishiDg  and  illustrating  such  memoirs  as  may  be  subsequently  deemed 
worthv  of  an  award.     Carried. 

On  motion,  the  Association  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  Xash- 
ville,  Tenn.,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May,  1S57. 


COBBSSPOlf  DElf  CS. 


BosTOsr,  May  12, 185& 
EXicrt  Medical  Obnerver — ^Within  a  few  days,  the  Medial  fra- 
temitv  of  this  citv  have  been  called  together  to  pav  the  last  tri- 
bate  of  respect  to  the  mortal  remains  of  Dr.  John  C  Warren, 
who  departed  this  life  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  insl,  at  the  age 
of  seventv-nine.  At  the  time  of  his  death.  Dr.  Warren  was  Pre- 
tident  of  tho  Societv  of  Natural  Historr  in  this  citv,  and  an 
active  and  honorarv  member  of  various  leaned  and  scientific 
bodies,  not  only  in  this  conntrr  but  in  Europe.  Of  his  {»i^ea- 
n<mal  caivcr  as  a  Te^^lier  and  Sttrgeoa.  I  need  not  speak.  As 
age  advanced^  he  rdin^uisked  like  SMre  active  dciies  <s£  Soijjoy, 
and  devoted  siimIi  <df  bis  tune  t»  ike  «tflidy  of  Xauual  History. 
Wb  private  oabinet  omtaiMi  %  Ivrjge  aid  interestixks  coUectioii  of 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Suffolk  Medical  Society,  on  th^  5tli,  Dr. 
James  Jackson,  who  attended  Dr.  Warren,  gave  son^e  aooonniof 
his  last  illness  and  death.  He  said  that  his  death  could  uot  be 
attributed  to  any  disease  which  has  a  distinct  name.  For  a  long 
time  his  health  had  not  been  good,  but  there  was  no  one  marked 
affection.  His  friends  had  long  observed  a  falling  off  of  bis 
health*  About  four  years  since,  he  was  induced  to  visit  the  Southt 
afterwards  Europe.  From  this  visit  he  derived  some  benefit. 
Two  years  ago,  his  feet  became  cedematous.  He  had  for  some 
time  before  manifested  some  trouble  abotit  the  heart — such  as  it 
commoh  to  old  men — together  with  some  other  symptoms  of  di»' 
ease,  which  were  not  regarded  as  at  all  alarming.  In  February 
last,  Dr.  Jackson  saw  him  on  account  of  a  slight  opthalmia^  which 
he  attributed  to  a  cold  wind.  He  had  long  been  remarkably 
sensitive  under  such  exposures.  The  opthalmia  continued  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  although  greatly  diminished.  This  affection 
of  the  eyes  seemed  to  be  a  small  affair,  but  it  led  him  to  keep 
his  room  darkened,  and  avoid  out-of-door  exercise.  From  the 
confinement  and  accompanying  depression,  he  became  dyspeptic 
He'  visited  patients  occasionally,  however,  during  this  time. 

On  two  occasions  within  a  month  of  his  death,  he  was  seissed 
suddenly  with  vertigo,  followed  by  copious  faecal  evacuations ;  but 
from  each  of  these  attacks  he  recovered  within  twenty-four  hours. 
EUs  last  attack,  a  week  before  his  death,  was  of  the  same  natnrs, 
but  with  less  vertigo,  and  more  abdominal  pain.  Dr.  Jackson 
found  him  on  the  following  morning  low  and  weak,  but  with  no 
extraordinary  symptoms  of  disease.  That  day  he  remained  in 
bed ;  but  the  next  day  he  was  so  much  better,  that  he  rode  out  of 
town,  and  walked  about  upon  the  damp  grounds — an  exposure 
unnsaal  to  him.  In  the  evening,  he  was  attacked  for  the  first 
with  chills  and  rigors,  had  pains  in  the  head,  limbs,  and  abdomen^ 
On  Tuesday  morning,  bis  symptoms  were  aggravated  with  alter- 
nate chills  and  heat,  a  high  pulse,  parched  tongue,  loss  of  appe- 
tite, great  thirst,  and  tenderness  in  every  part  of  his  body.  From 
that  time  he  grew  worse  daily.  C!omplained  of  much  soreness  tf 
the  left  side,  in  the  trunk  and  limbs.  The  tenderness  appeared 
to  be  confined  entirely  to  the  integuments.  His  nervous  system 
suffered  in  various  ways. 
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From  this  time  his  mind  gndnally  fidled,  but  he  wis  mt  no 
time  delirious.  From  3  o'clock  P.  IL,  <m  Satordaj,  he  cemsed  to 
pay  mttention  to  those  aroand  him,  heing,  in  the  commoii  phrase, 
**  struck  with  death,"  and  remained  motionless  on  his  eoodi,  nntil 
2  o'clock  A.  M.  on  Sunday,  when  he  ceased  to  hreathe. 

Dr.  Jackson  thought  an  examination  would  he  Tery  unlikely  to 
show  that  death  was  caused  by  any  local  affection.  He  hetiered 
that  distress  of  mind,  added  to  the  bad  state  of  hia  health  pre- 
viously, had  exhausted  his  rital  powers.  The  death  of  his  first 
wife,  and  subsequently  that  of  his  seeoiid,  and  also  the  sad  tid- 
ings of  the  impaired  health  of  his  son.  Dr.  J.  Maaon  Warren, 
(now  in  Europe),  all  contributed  to  deptesB  his  physical  powers. 

Dr.  O.  W.  Holmes,  in  offering  a  series  of  resQlntioiia»  pre£Med 
them  with  appropriate  and  eloquent  remarks. 

Dr.  Henry  J.  Bigelow,  who  oocupiea  the  chair  of  Surgery  in  the 
Bost<m  School  formerly  filled  by  Dr.  Warren,  in  seconding  the 
resolutions,  also  paid  an  affectionate  tribute  of  respect  to  the 
memorr  of  the  deceased. 

Dr.  D.  H.  Stores  and  others  pronounced  ^[^ropriate  eulogies 
upon  Dr.  Warren,  before  the  Society  of  Natural  History.  The 
funeral  obsequies  were  solemnined  on  Wednesday,  the  7th,  amid 
a  large  concourse  of  citixens  and  medical  gentlemen. 

I  learn  that  the  will  of  Dr.  Warrm  prorided  fiir  the  disposition 
of  his  body  with  reference  to  medkal  science.  It  reqnired  that 
in  twenty-four  hours  after  his  death  his  body  should  he  injected 
with  arsenic,  and  after  the  funeral  eerem<»ies,  it  should  be  taken 
to  the  Medical  Odlege  for  an  examination  by  the  physicians  of 
the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  to  ascertain  regarding  eer> 
tain  lesions  whidi  he  supposed  to  exist.  The  body  waa  then  to 
undergo  maceration*  the  bones  wired,  and  the  anatomical  pcepar- 
alion  placed  in  the  Warrai  Museum,  by  the  side  of  the  bust  of 
^  deceased. 

Dr.  J.  K  Sw  Jackson  gave  a  detailed  account  of  the  antopsj  of 
Dr.  Warren,  ai  a  meeting  of  the  Boston  Society  for  Medical  htt- 
piOTemeut.  The  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  gitea  a 
skft  sket^  of  Dr.  Jat^son^'s  p^per. 

^^  On  dissectimi^  there  was  fonnd  an  acnie  inftimmarian  of  the 
left  wrist  joints  a  small  dsfqait  of  pus  near  the  fist  rih  t^an  the 
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right  side,  and  acute  pericarditis.  At  the  apex  of  each  lung  were 
the  remains  of  old  tubercular  disease.  In  the  stomach,  and  near 
the  pylorus,  was  a  cancerous-looking  growth,  about  the  size  of  the 
last  joint  of  the  thumb,  and  confined  apparently  to  the  mucous 
membrane.  Since  the  dissection,  this  growth  has  been  examined 
microscopicidly  by  Dr.  Henry  J.  Bigelow,  and  the  appearances 
tend  to  confirm  the  general  impression,  as  above  expressed,  of  the 
nature  of  th6  disease.  The  bladder  was  quite  large,  and,  besides 
a  considerable  quantity  of  urine,  contained  four  very  peculiar- 
looking  calculi,  of  the  size  of  small  marbles,  whicb,  upon  exam- 
ination by  Dr.  John  Bacon,  were  found  to  consist  almost  wholly 
of  oxalate  of  lime.  The  middle  lobe  of  the  prostate  gland  was 
enlarged,  as  well  as  the  lateral  lobes.''  The  Journal  adds,  that 
pus  was  found  about  the  right  wrist  joint,  from  a  recent  sprain, 
also  under  the  left  clavicle,  in  the  cellular  tissue  near  the  rib ;  a 
peculiarity  of  the  bladder  was  observed,  consisting  of  a  lateral 
pouch.  As  pus  was  found  in  various  parts  of  the  body,  the  pos- 
sibility of  purulent  infection  was  suggested,  but  no  inflammation 
of  the  veins  was  observed.  B. 


EDITOBIAL  AND   MISCELLANY. 


VITAL   STATISTICS. 

Report  of  the  Commercial  ITospiial  and  City  Infirmary  of  Cmcin' 
natiyfor  1866-'56. 

The  study  of  this  report  has  been  interesting.  Every  man  who 
feels  deeply  devoted  to  his  profession  is  always  anxiously  exploring 
every  document  that  can  throw  any  light  upon  its  status.  Noth- 
ing is  more  gratifying  than  to  observe,  in  a  general  way,  the 
increasing  resources  of  our  noble  art  not  only  greatly  to  reduce 
the  old  rate  per  cent,  in  mortality,  but  also  the  time  occupied  in 
treatment.  The  statistics  in  French  hospitals  show  this  in  a  most 
encouraging  light  for  the  last  fifty  years :  thus  in  the  first  decade, 
(1800  to  1810,)  one  in  seven  died;  in  the  last,  (1840  to  1850,) 
one  in  twelve,  a  gain  of  more  than  70  per  cent.     The  average 
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time  of  treatment  has  aim  been  diminished  from  89  to  24  days, 
or  aboat  one-third. 

For  some  cause  which  we  are  unable  to  explain  satisfactorily, 
the  statistics  of  our  City  charities  are  year  by  year  so  made  as  to 
present  a  rate  of  mortality  greatly  below  the  reality.  What 
makes  this  the  more  unpardonable,  the  medical  reporters  boast 
of  the  low  rate,  and  claim  that  it  is  less  than  Eastern  hospitals. 
As  their  attention  was  called  during  the  past  year  in  the  most 
public  manner  to  this  perrersion  of  plain  facts,  it  was  hoped  that 
in  this  year's  report  the  amende  honorable  would  have  been  made. 
The  percentage  of  mortality  is  declared  by  Prof.  Armor  to  be 
*^  extremely  snuxU.^'  In  the  same  paragraph,  he  says,  **ihe  more 
ehronicy  curable  and  lighter  forms  of  disease  are  sent  to  the  City 
Infirmary!^  We  hope  this  statement  will  be  kept  in  mind,  for 
his  colleague.  Prof.  Graham,  who  has  charge  of  the  '^  Infirmary," 
says  of  his  receipts,  ''  aX  least  one  third  cf  the  cases  may  be  said  to 
have  been  determinedly  fatal — terminating  not  contingently  and 
acctdentdUy  or  through  want  of  skiU  or  knowledge,  but  necessarily 
and  inevitably,  in  death.''  This  statement  is  certainly  to  the 
point,  and  with  it  before  us,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  the  asser- 
tion of  Prof.  Armor,  that  the  more  chronic,  curable  and  lighter 
forms  of  disease  are  sent  to  the  care  of  Prof.  Graham.  Though 
Prof.  Graham  had  no  skill  for  one-third  of  his  cases,  (or  we  may 
say  medicine  had  none,  for  we  are  not  disposed  to  question  his 
statement,)  he  triumphed  by  his  remedies  over  the  rest,  which 
were  "all  dangerous  enougL''  The  "lighter  forms''  which 
passed  by  Dr.  Armor,  it  seems,  never  reached  his  friend  in  the 
country — they  must  have  recovered  on  the  route. 

But  we  must  not  amuse  ourselves  with  these  o^^Msite  statements 
any  longer,  which  are  put  in  by  each  gentleman  as  an  apology 
for  his  dead  list,  but  proceed  to  the  figures  of  these  reports;  we 
must  say  though  that  we  certainly  do  admire  the  terse  and  deter- 
mined manner  of  Prof.  Graham  more  than  the  "  elegant  and 
felicitous  manner ''  in  which  Prof.  Armor  as  usual,  expresses  him* 
sfdlt  It  should  also  be  understood  that  the  Commercial  Hospital 
and  City  Infirmary  receive  all  the  sick  of  our  city  except  those 
who  are  sent  to  the  "  Pest  House.'' 

Before  proceeding  with  our  examination,  it  is  also  necessary  to 
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say  something  on  the  manner  of  estimating  the  rate  per  ceutw  of 
mortality  in  hospitals.  Two  methods  have  been  used  within  the 
past  fifty  years.  The  first  consists  in  adding  to  the  number  on 
hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  all  who  are  admitted  during 
the  year,  and  dividing  the  sum  by  the  number  who  died.  This  is 
the  method  employed  by  the  Commercial  Hospital  and  City  In- 
firmary, but  by  no  other  institution  that  we  are  acquainted  with. 
It  has  been  pronounced  defective  for  many  years  past. 

According  to  the  second,  the  number  discharged  by  cure,  death 
or  otherwise,  is  divided  by  the  number  of  dead  ;  or,  what  is  the 
same  thing,  from  the  sum  made  by  those  on  hand  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  and  those  received  during  the  year,  the  number 
on  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  Subtracted,  and  the  remainder 
18  divided  by  the  number  of  dead. 

We  see  at  once  that  the  difierence  in  these  two  problems  con- 
sists in  keeping  those  on  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  an  ele- 
ment in  the  first  calculation,  while  they  are  rejected  in  the  second, 
for  the  very  good  reason  that  their  state  for  life  or  death  is  not 
yet  fixed.  Moreover,  according  to  the  first  method,  those  remain- 
ing at  the  end  of  the  year  are  doubly  employed,  that  is  for  this 
year  and  the  next. 

As  the  second  method,  then,  is  the  only  fai^  one,  and  is  em- 
ploy^ by  the  great  hospitals  of  the  world,  we  shall  adopt  'it  in 
our  examination. 

The  Steward  of  the  Commercial  Hospital  makes  the  following 
report: 

Number  of  inmates,.  March  1,  1855,        .        -        -.        -        63 
"        received  during  the  year,       -        -        -        -         1142 


Total, 1205. 

Discharged,         -        -        -        -    891 

Died, 184 

Bemaining,  March  1,  1856,  -        -    180 


1J?05. 

The  rate  of  mortality,  according  to  the  true  formula,  is  one  in 
flye  f^^-^T  more  than  1  in  6  died.    The  raie  per  cent >  17t^. 
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Prof.  Armor,  in  bis  rqKNrt,  deeUies  the  rate  of  isorUditj  to  le 
**  remarkaNff  tmaUj"  and  especudlj  as  the  more  cmaUe  cases  were 
sent  to  Prof.  Graham. 

Prof.  Armor  proyes  his  small  mortality  as  follovs: 

*'  Whole  number  admitted, 1212. 

[This  indudes  those  on  hand  at  the  heginningof  the  jear.j 

Discharged,         -        -        -        -    920 

Died, 171 

Bemaining,  ....     121 


1212. 
Number  in  artiemlo  mortigy  4L 
Per  cent,  after  deducting  artieulo  mortis  cases,  aboat  10| !" 

This  is  what  he  means  bj  his  Terj  small  percent,  of  loss,  and 
it  would  be  small  enough  if  h^mestlj  made  upu  How  has  he  got 
it  ?  First,  bj  counting  those  remaining  at  the  md  of  the  jear, 
as  if  thej  were  certain  to  get  well;  secondly, bj  subtracting  finom 
his  dead  list /oWynm^  who  are  said  to  hare  been  in  ortidcfe  M^ 
when  admitted — (a  course  whidi  no  other  hospital  on  earth 
adopts ;)  thiidlj,  bj  keefong  those  men  who  are  calkd  in  ortf- 
euh  mortis  in  his  gross  receipts,  iriiile  he  rejects  them  firom  his 
dead  list ;  in  other  words,  thej  are  liTing  men  but  not  dead  men. 
His  per  cent,  (1 0^.)  is  obtained  as  follows : 

Whole  number  admitted, 1212. 

Died,  171—41  in  a  dying  state,=t30.  1212-5-130=9.32,  or 
one  in  9.32,  which  gires  a  rate  per  cent.  10-72.  This  is  unCur 
tor  reascms  alread j  set  forth. 

The  actual  mortality  in  the  Commercial  Ho^tal,  for  the  past 
jear,  is  one  in  5.84,  which  giTes  a  rate  per  cent  17xV  instead 
of  lOf. 

It  willbe  perceired  thus  that  there  b  a  slight  docrepanej  between 
the  Steward  and  the  Professor :  we  assume  the  former  to  be 
correct,  because  he  is  the  authorized  Begistrar  of  the  House. 

Prof.  Graham  adopts  Ph)f.  Armor^s  method^  and  reports  a  loss 
of  10  per  c^il :  it  is  actuallj  llf  percent,  or  one  in  8|. 

Bj  unitiDg  Graham  and  Armor's  statements,  we  find  thai,  for 
both  houses^  the  loss  IS  1  in  &iV<Mr  13^  percent  I  Thisiscvtaia]^ 
a  TOiy  hjgh  rato^  and  ralbi  Vwflj  for  eiplaaatiiwi     PhCGxahaa^ 
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in  a  learned  and  condasive  manner,  shows  that  his  wards  are 
hadlj  ventilated,  and  his  high  rate  per  cent,  is  dne  to  it ;  hat  the 
Commercial  Hospital,  nnder  the  charge  of  Prof.  Armor,  was,  last 
summer,  officially  reported  to  the  United  States  Government,  by 
the  trustees  and  faculty  of  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  and  other  emi- 
nent gentlemen,  to  be  in  a  well  ventilated  and  salubrious  condition. 

The  New  York  Hospital,  in  its  report  for  1855,  shows  a  mor- 
tality of  1  in  9jVa;  or  lOy^^  per  cent. ;  this  includes  all  cases  in 
articub  mortiBy  which  amounted  to  123. — (A  coroner's  inquest  was 
held  on  that  number.)  If  these  were  subtracted,  as  is  done  by 
Prof.  Armor,  the  deaths  were  one  in  15.17,  or  6^%  per  cent.. 

The  Parisian  Hospitals,  for  a  year,  report  as  follows : 
On  hand  Jan.  1st,  and  admitted  during  the  year,    -  88,949 

Deduct  remaining  Dec.  31,        -        -        -        -        -        5,340 

83,609 

Died, 6,855, 

or  1  in  12|,  or  8§  per  cent.  They  make  no  exception  for  cases  in 
articulo  mortis. 

A  comparison  of  the  above  institutions  shows,  as  follows : 
Mortality  Commercial  Hospital,        -        -        -     17^  per  cent. 
City  Infirmary,      -        -        -        -         llf         " 
Both  united,      -        .        •         .         -     16/o       " 
New  York,     -        -    .     -         -        -         lO/o       " 
Paris, 8^         " 

This  comparison  would  have  been  extended  if  other  reports 
were  in  our  possession.  ♦ 


AMERICAN    MEDICAL    ASSOCIATION. 

We  present  our  readers,  in  the  present  number  of  the  Observer, 
with  a  full  and  accurate  report  of  the  proceedings  of  this  body,  at 
its  recent  session  at  Detroit.  The  meeting  was  large,  and  one  of 
great  interest  and  harmony.  Western  societies  were  well  repre- 
sented, and  yet  we  know  of  several  that  are  very  flourishing 
which  furnished  no  delegates. 

A  large  number  of  interesting  reports  were  made,  which  will, 
we  presume,  form  a  more  voluminous  production  than  any  which 
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have  preceded  ifc.  The  valedictory  of  Prof.  Wood,  of  Phila.»  the 
retiring  President,  is  a  document  which  ought  to  have,  a  Biuch 
larger  circulation  than  it  is  destined  to  have  in  the  transactions. 
For  the  purpose  of  partially  accomplishing  this,  one  thousand  extra 
copies  wereJ  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the  Association,  for  distribu- 
tion. Ho  man  can  read  it  without  loving  his  pn^ession  better, 
and  feeling  that  this  Association  has  done  and  is  doing  much  good 
for  its  elevation. 

We  had  an  opportunity  of  meeting  a  large  number  of  the  most 
distinguished  of  the  brotherhood,  and  all  seemed  to  feel  that  they 
were  amply  repaid  for  the  sacrifices  they  had  made  in  journeying 
thither.  For  an  outline  of  what  was  done,  we  refer  to  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

To  our  brethren  in  Detroit  the  members  are  placed  under  lasting 
obligations.  Every  thing  was  accomplished  that  could  be  to  make 
their  stay  agreeable.  Besides  the  assiduous  attention  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  profession,  the  citizens  generally  seemed  to  take  a 
great  interest  in  the  comfort  and  pleasure  of  the  delegates  in  at- 
tendance. Many  of  their  houses  were  opened,  and  sumptuous 
entertainments  provided,  where  music,  dancing  and  other  social 
machinery  was  put  into  full  operation,  enlivened  by  the  society  of 
some  of  their  most  beautiful  and  accomplished  ladies.  On  Tues- 
day evening  the  members  were  invited  to  the  houses  of  Dr.  Morse 
Stewart,  Dr.  H.  P.  Cobb,  Mr.  Albert  Crane  and  Edmund  A. 
Brush,  Esq. 

On  Wednesday  afternoon,  a  first  class  steamboat,  the  "  Wc^stern 
World,"  was  put  into  requisition  for  their  guests,  and  proceeded 
to  Lake  St.  Clair,  with  several  hundred  ladies  and  gentlemen  on 
board.  Returning,  she  passed  the  handsome  city  of  Detroit,  and 
proceeded  down  to  the  broad  expanse  of  Lake  Erie,  and  returned 
to  the  city  about  9  o^clock  in  the  evening.  The  trip  was  enliv- 
ened by  sociability,  music,  dancing,  and  a  supper. 

On  Tfiursday  evemug,  the  houses  of  Dr.  Z.  Pitcher,  Hon.Chas. 
Howard,  and  the  Hon.  H.  Ledyard,  (Gen.  Cass's  residence,)  were 
open  for  the  reception  of  company,  where  every  thing  passed  oflFin 
fine  style  and  with  the  best  of  feeling.  Take  it  all  in  all,  it  was 
an  occasion  long  to  be  remembered  with  pleasure  and  profit. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held  in  Nashville,  Tennessee.      ^ 
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CLERGYMEN   AND   PHYSICIANS. 

In  the  present  number  of  the  Observer,  we  give  the  rejoinder 
of  Dr.  Plummer  to  the  articles  of  Drs.  Parvin,  Schenck  and  Sher- 
man. We  may  here  remark,  that  while  we  admit  articles  freely 
in  the  discussion  of  any  subject  connected  with  our  profession, 
when  properly  written,  we  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for 
the  positions  contained  in  them  ;  they  simply  stand  as  the  expres- 
sions of  the  authors,  and  on  their  own  merits.  Our  friend  Plum- 
mer  is  a  member  of  the  respected  Society  of  Friends,  which,  as  is 
well  known,  holds  views  different  from  most  other  Christian  de- 
nominations of  the  present  day  on  the  subject  of  a  paid  ministry. 
Our  own  opinion  is,  that  the  interests  of  all  concerned  would  be 
promoted  by  clergymen  paying  their  physician  when  able  to  do  so. 
In  short,  in  this  respect,  to  be  placed  as  a  rule,  on  the  same  ground 
as  the  world  generally.  The  interests  of  the  clergy  would  be 
promoted,  because  they  would  be  placed  in  a  more  independent 
position ;  they  could  employ  whom  tbey  please,  just  as  other  men 
do,  without  a  feeling  of  dependence  or  obligation.  They  could 
discharge  a  physician  or  retain  him,  as  interest  might  require. 
Thev  could  demand  his  services  at  such  time  and  in  such  manner 
as  they  might  think  proper,  without  feeling  that  they  were  asking 
a  favor.  They  would  be  relieved  of  many  embarrassments  under 
which  they  now  labor,  and  feel  independent  of  all,  except  so  far 
as  the  common  courtesies  of  life  attach  us  to  each  other.  Clergy- 
men are  also  often  placed  in  very  embarrassing  positions  in  re- 
ference to  the  physicians  of  their  own  congregation ;  they  often 
feel  that  they  must  employ  some  one  who  attends  their  church, 
when  they  decidedly  prefer  another.  This  ought  not  to  be  ;  their 
choice  should  not  be  trammeled  by  obligations  of  any  kind,  pe- 
cuniary or  social. 

In  reply  to  this  position  it  will  be  said,  that  in  most  cases  it 
will  produce  embarrassment  to  pay  their  bills  for  medical  services. 
If  this  is  so,  then  their  remuneration  should  be  increased.  So 
long  as  the  present  system  exists  of  paying  ministers,  (and,  not- 
withstanding the  disapprobation  of  friend  Plummer,  it  will  not 
soon  be  changed,)  they  should  be  well  paid.  Every  minister 
should  be  placed  in  as  easy  a  pecuniary  position  as  the  average  of 
his  hearers ;  he  should  have  such  a  salary  promptly  paid  as  will 
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keep  him  free  from  embarrassment  from  all  necesaarj  bills  for 
the  comfort  of  his  family.  What  can  be  thought  of  a  congrega- 
tion who  fail  to  do  their  daty,  in  this  respect,  toward  one  who 
stands  in  the  relation  to  them  of  a  "  spiritnal  adviser  and  ex- 
poander  ?"  Is  not  the  obligation  doubly  strong  for  the  members 
of  a  church  to  provide  for,  and  contribute,  and  pay  liberally  their 
pastor,  whose  services  and  time  they  have  engaged  ?  A  system 
of  parsimony  toward  a  man  holding  the  relation  a  minister  does 
to  the  members  of  a  congregation,  is  of  the  most  pitiable  kind. 
The  withholding  of  money  to  meet  his  necessary  demands,  does 
not  indicate  that  love  for  a  pastor  which  is  professed ;  if  given  at 
all,  it  should  be  given  freely  and  liberally,  not  grudgingly  and 
sparingly.  The  relation  implies  a  nearness  of  attachment  incon- 
sistent with  sordidness. 

Is  it  not  more  proper  for  the  physician's  bill  to  be  divided 
among  the  congregation  than  that  one  should  bear  the  whole  bur- 
den ?  We  will  guarantee  that  the  physician  who  is  a  member, 
and  agrees  to  pay  his  church  rates,  will  do  it  as  promptly  as  his 
means  will  allow,  and  if,  perchance,  it  should  be  in  professional 
services,  it  will  still  be  his  contribution.  As  a  class,  physicians 
are  always  ready  to  respond  to  calls  made  upon  them  from  the 
sick,  and  take  the  risks  of  being  remunerated.  Their  readiness 
to  do  this  has  made  them  hacks  for  every  body  to  ride — with  very 
little  ceremony,  and  less  thanks.  The  interests  of  the  physician 
would  be  promoted  in  this  arrangement,  by  being  remunerated 
for  his  services,  while  the  burden,  or  rather  pleasure  of  supporting 
the  minister  would  be  equally  divided.  With  this  view,  then,  it 
seems  to  us  that  the  benefits  would  be  mutual ;  the  clergy  would 
be  placed  in  a  position  of  independence,  while  the  physician  would 
not  be  called  upon  to  contribute  more  than  his  share  in  supporting 
the  present  machinery  of  society.  We  have  no  doubt  but  that 
some  physicians  are  quite  willing  to  render  gratuitous  services  to 
vthe  clergy,  and  feel  themselves  remunerated  by  the  influence  and 
prominence  such  position  may  give  them.  This  relation  is  wrong, 
because  no  clergyman  has  a  right  to  barter  his  good  will  for  me- 
dical services,  while  no  physician,  with  a  proper  estimate  of  his 
personal  and  professional  dignity  will  consent  to  pay  for  influence 
of  that  kind.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  but  few  will  be  found  sordid 
enough  to  render  such  services  for  this  reason. 
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Abt.  I. — Diseases  of  Richmond,  Wayne  Co.,  Ind,,  for  the  Third 
and  Fourth  Months,  1856.  By  John  T.  Plummer,  M.  D.,  of 
Bichmond,  Indiana. 

Third  Month.  Notwithstanding  the  several  thaws  towards  the 
elose  of  last  month,  the  snow  was  far  from  having  disappeared ;  and 
the  present  month,  opening  with  a  quiet  hut  abundant  fall  of 
mow,  has  again  given  a  more  wintry  aspect  to  everything  around. 

The  4th  was  very  windy:  wind  from  southwest  6th.  Wind, 
northwest  Up  to  the  9th,  the  thermometer  through  the  day 
Taried  from  12  to  40  degrees;  and  some  of  the  days  were  clear 
and  pleasant  On  the  9  th,  there  was  another  copious  fall  of 
tnow;  and  on  the  10th,  the  mercury 'stood  at  8°  below  zero, 
with  a  south  wind !  Particular  observation  was  made  of  this 
fact  by  means  of  the  vane,  the  direction  of  the  smoke  in  the 
most  favorable  situation,  etc.  11th.  Wind  still  south;  mercury 
at  12^,  and  a  fall  of  snow.  12th.  Thermometer,  this  morning, 
at  6°  below  zero !  Particles  of  ice  glistening  in  the  air ;  and 
producing,  at  a  distance,  a  misty  appearance  of  the  atmosphere. 
After  the  solution  of  the  frozen  vapor  by  the  rising  sun,  the  sky 
was  cloudless.  13th.  Wind  from  the  north,  and  mercury  at  2QP 
in  the  morning.  14th.  Wind  east;  mercury  at  13°,  early  A.  M, 
VOL.  L — ^NO.  7 — 19, 
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loth.  For  the  last  few  days  the  ground  has  been  frozen  in  the 
mornings  and  evenings,  but  sloppy  at  mid-day.  Up  to  this  time, 
there  has  been  but  little  increase  of  sickness.  Some  cases  of  in- 
fantile pneumonia ;  bronchial  affections  in  adults ;  a  few  instances 
of  neuralgic  and  rheumatic  attacks,  and  of  croup ;  would  perhaps 
complete  the  catalogue  of  diseases  dependent  on  the  weather. 
The  cases  have  all  yielded  (I  speak  of  my  own  practice  now),  to 
the  usual  treatment.  * 

There  has  been  one  feature  in  the  dyscrasies  of  the  season 
more  particularly  manifested  in  this  month,  which  is  worthy  of 
notice ;  and  that  is,  a  hemorrhagic  disposition.  Thus,  in  the 
course  of  two  or  three  weeks,  beside  cases  of  nasal  hemorrhage — 

One  (a  girl),  asks  advice  on  account  of  blood  which  has  been 
passing  from  her  bladder  for  several  days,  with  no  other  symp- 
toms but  pain.     She  has  never  before  been  affected  that  way. 

Another  (also  a  female),  during  advanced  gestation,  reports 
her  case  as  one  of  abdominal  hemorrhage,  of  a  week's  standing. 
She  complains  of  nothing  else ;  and  has  never  been  subject  to 
bleeding. 

A  third  (again  a  female — a  colored  woman),  wishes  to  know 
where  the  blood  comes  from  which  she  spits  up  frequently  through 
the  day.     She,  too,  has  no  other  complaint  to  make. 

Others,  of  both  sexes,  wonder  why  their  gums  bleed  so  easily, 

(One  of  our  physicians  informs  me,  that  similar  cases  have 
occurred  in  his  practice.) 

All  these  cases  were  treated  successfully  by  tinct.  catechu,  a 
remedy,  by  the  way,  which  I  often  use  efficiently  in  mild  cases  of 
uterine  hemorrhage. 

Last  month,  I  alluded  to  a  case  of  eczema  capitis  cured  by  a 
liniment  or  ointment  composed  of  red  oxide  of  mercury,  Venice 
turpentine,  (of  the  shops),  and  lard.  Another  case  of  the  kind 
occurring  this  month,  was  as  promptly  healed  by  the  same  prep- 
aration :  20  grs.  of  the  red  oxide  being  triturated  with  an  ounce 
of  lard,  and  a  fluid  drachm  of  the  turpentine.  The  child  was  six 
months  old,  and  had  suffered  from  the  eruption  half  its  brief  life, 
despite  all  the  remedies  the  parents  had  tried.  The  use  of  the 
unguent  in  this  case  was  preceded  by  a  mercurial  cathartic ;  and 
care  taken  afterward  to  preserve  the  bowels  in  a  soluble  condi- 
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tion,  (during  the  application  of  the  ointment),  hy  castor  oil. 
Here,  then,  are  two  cases  very  readily  cured  in  this  manner,  not- 
withstanding the  statement  of  Dr.  Bennett,  of  the  Royal  Infirm- 
ary of  Edinburgh,  that  "  all  greasy  applications  whatever,  in  a 
majority  of  cases,  [of  eczema],  are  useless,^'  Biett,  Wilson,  and 
other  dermatologists  have  been  in  the  habit  of  using,  among 
other  means,  various  ointments ;  but  Dr.  Bennett  prefers  a  lotion 
made  of: 

Carbonate  of  Soda  3s8. 
Water,  Oj.         Mix,  and  dissolve. 
He  applies  it  by  means  of  lint  or  linen  moistened  with  it,  and 
covered  with  some  impermeable  cloth  to  prevent  evaporation. 

Snow  remained  on  the  ground  in  the  woods  to  the  depth  of 
nearly  a  foot,  till  the  latter  half  of  the  month.  The  17th  brought 
a  north  wind,  and  a  temperature  of  18^.  After  this,  the  weather 
was  more  moderate  till  the  23d,  when  a  thin  coating  of  snow  fell ; 
and  to  the  28th  the  air  was  keen  and  blustering.  Not  less  keen 
on  the  next  two  days ;  and  the  month  closed  with  a  clear  atmo- 
sphere, and  a  morning  temperature  of  16^. 

Thus  have  the  winter  months  of  1855-6  passed  by ;  and  left  us 
another  opportunity  of  judging  of  the  **  baneful  effects  of  extreme 
cold"  upon  the  animal  system.  Universal  testimony  from  all 
quarters  appears  to  place  the  recent  winter  among  the  most 
severe  and  most  protracted  upon  record ;  some  localities  present- 
ing no  similar  instance  of  prolonged  cold,  for  the  past  twenty, 
forty,  and  even  sixty  years.  In  a  former  report,  (page  5  of  the 
Observer),  I  briefly  alluded  to  the  increased  mortality,  especially 
among  the  aged,  which  took  place  in  England  in  the  winter  of 
1854-5 ;  and  corroborated  the  statement  by  a  notice  of  a  similar 
increased  degree  of  deaths  among  those  advanced  in  life  in  this 
vicinity.  This  augmented  mortality  was  attributed  to  the  extreme 
protracted  cold. 

But  the  recent  winter,  though  superior  in  severity,  has  not 
been  attended  by  the  same  results.  Fruit  trees  and  shrubberry 
which  escaped  uninjured  in  the  former  winter,  have  extensively 
suffered  from  the  recent  cold ;  and  fowls,  domestic  and  wild,  have 
perished  in  great  numbers,  compared  with  their  mortality  in 
former  seasons.     But  the  ranks  of  our  polygenarians,  (if  I  may 
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coin  a  word  to  represent  the  ages  of  60  to  100),  remain  almost 
intact  by  the  frosts  of  1855-6.  Whether  this  immunity,  not 
only  of  the  aged  but  of  those  of  every  period  of  life,  is  due  to 
the  greater  uniformity  of  cold,  and  the  comparative  absence  of 
strong  winds,  and  almost  total  absence  of  rain  during  the  whole 
winter,  is  a  question  worthy  of  consideration.  It  is  certain  that 
our  polygenarians  did  not  escape  disease  and  death  by  immuriDg 
themselves  with  extra  care  from  the  intense  cold,  for  I  often  saw 
many  of  them  abroad,  exposed  to  the  greatest  inclemencies  of  the 
winter. 

Indeed,  it  appeared  to  me,  that,  whether  it  be  attributable  to 
some  chemical  constitution  of  the  air,  or  other  cause,  there  was 
less  suffering  from  the  cold  than  one  would  have  anticipated.  I 
have  heard  of  no  instance  of  frozen  extremities ;  and  much  of 
the  extra  clothing  of  winter  was  not  worn.  I  do  not  suppose  I 
put  on  my  cloak  or  overcoat  six  times  during  the  winter,  though 
abroad  every  day. 

Some  ozonoscope  paper,  prepared  two  and  a  half  years  ago,  was 
several  times  exposed  to  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun,  in  this  month. 
The  paper  was  not  moistened.  In  the  course  of  one  or  two  hours, 
the  iodine  was  freely  liberated ;  but  this  was  not  very  evident 
until  the  paper  was  wet,  when  its  action  upon  the  starch  imme- 
diately became  manifest.  According  to  PoUi's  experiments,  our 
winter  air  ought  to  have  been  highly  charged  with  ozone,  (allo- 
tropic  oxygen) ;  for  he  observed  the  ozonic  action  to  be  very  pow- 
ful  when  snow  fell ;  also  during  fine  weather  and  the  prevalence 
of  north  winds.  Heavy  showers,  he  found,  washed  out  the  ozone 
from  the  atmosphere ;  the  ozonometric  paper,  which  before  the 
rain  became  colored  in  a  few  hours,  remaining  white  for  days 
when  exposed  to  the  air  after  the  shower. 

Now,  the  abundance  of  snow-falls  for  the  last  three  months 
covering  the  ground  from  five  to  fifteen  inches  deep  during  all 
that  time,  (and  indeed  there  is  enough  of  it  yet  left  in  shaded 
places  to  show  itself  for  some  time  in  next  (4th)  month) !  no  rain 
worthy  of  note  for  the  same  long  period ;  and  the  frequent,  but 
not  perhaps  prevalent,  north  winds — all,  fill  up  the  conditions  of 
Polli  for  an  abundance  of  ozone.  I  have  already  stated  the  indi- 
cations of  the  ozonometer  for  part  of  the  time.     But  contrary  to 
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PoUi,  Heidenreich,  and  others'  allegation  that  strong  ozonic 
action,  and  catarrhs,  "  pulmonary  phlegmasia,"  and  like  affections 
co-exist,  we  have  thus  far  had,  as  already  reported,  comparatively 
little  bronchial,  nasal,  or  pulmonary  irritation.  And  this  obser- 
vation coincides  with  the  conclusion  of  Dr.  Faber,  who  was  led  to 
doubt,  from  a  year's  comparison,  in  1848,  whether  there  was  any 
necessary  connection  between  ozone  and  catarrhal  disorders. 

Fourth  Month.  The  month  opened  with  a  clear  and  mild  day. 
A  little  greenness  of  the  grass  could  be  perceived.  On  the  2d, 
lightning,  thunder,  and  rain  occurred:  the  first  of  note  during 
the  whole  winter  thus  far.  Wind  S.  E.  The  3d  was  cloudy ;  the 
ozonoscope  active ;  dew  point  40^  ;  temperature  42^  P.  M.;  wind 
S.  W.  The  4th,  5th,  and  6th  moderate ;  but  ground  frozen  in 
the  mornings;  wind  S.  and  S.  W.,  sometimes  veering  to  the  N.; 
ozonoscope  active. 

Very  little  sickness  besides  some  "  colds,''  and  cases  of  inter- 
mittent fever,  exclusively  in  persons  who  were  attacked  with  it 
last  fall.  As  these  notes  are  not  intended  to  be  rigidly  confined 
to  the  simple  enumeration  of  diseases — but  the  term  *'  Diseases" 
at  the  head  of  these  articles  is  designed  to  be  a  sort  of  omnibus 
title,  for  everything  that  will  pay  to  let  it  in — I  shall  here  state, 
in  connection  with  intermittents,  that  in  order  to  preserve  a  solu- 
tion of  quinine  from  moulding,  I  added  a  definite  proportion  of 
Fowler's  solution  of  arsenic  to  it ;  but  in  a  week  or  two,  the  mold 
began  to  appear  as  usual.  In  the  next  experiment,  however,  I 
was  completely  successful ;  the  formula  was : 

Quin.  sulph.  480  grs. 

Aquae  distill.  480  drs. 

Sol.  Ferri  persulphat,  32  drs.  (fluid). 
The  recipe  for  this  preparation  of  iron  is  given  in  a  former  report. 
The  excess  of  acid  in  this  chalybeate  solution  renders  it  unneces- 
sary to  add  sulphuric  acid  to  the  solution  of  quinine,  which,  with 
this  chalybeate  addition,  is  a  perfectly  transparent,  amber-colored 
liquid.  I  have  kept  a  portion  of  it  entirely  free  from  moldiness 
now  for  more  than  five  weeks  in  a  warm  room ;  and  it  has  every 
appearance  of  being  permanently  exempt  from  that  defect. 

The  month  continued  pleasant  throughout;  there  were  some 
windy  days,  but  no  rain  of  moment  fell  till  the  night  of  the  27th, 
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when  there  was  scarcely  enoagh  to  moisten  the  groaiid.  The 
ozonoscope  was  tried  on  the  24th,  26th,  and  28th ;  at  each  trial 
the  iodine  was  evolved  distinctly  in  half  an  hour ;  yet  no  sickness 
of  any  kind  prevailed.  A  very  few  cases  of  pneomonia  and  sev- 
eral cases  of  renewed  agne,  constituted  the  principal  affections  of 
the  month.  As  some  European  writer  (Polli,  I  believe),  had 
asserted  that  the  first  rain-drops,  after  pleasant  weather,  con- 
tained an  abundance  of  ozone,  I  concluded  the  rain  of  the  27th, 
would  furnish  an  excellent  opportunity  of  testing  the  question ; 
for  as  the  same  author  stated  that  heavy  showers  washed  out  all 
the  ozone  from  the  atmosphere,  so  in  the  present  instance,  the 
long  dry  season  must  have  allowed  the  ozone  to  accumulate,  and 
the  first  rain-drops  ought  to  be,  according  to  this  view,  highly 
charged  with  it ;  and  the  ozonoscope  appeared  to  bear  me  out  in 
this  supposition.  I  therefore  exposed  a  strip  of  ozometric  paper 
on  a  plate  of  well-cleaned  glass,  to  the  earliest  drops  of  the  rain. 
The  paper  had  been  prepared  more  than  two  years  and  a  half, 
and  had  become  slightly  brown  from  the  partial  action  of  the 
iodine  on  the  starch. 

After  the  paper  had  become  thoroughly  wet  by  the  rain,  what 
was  my  surprise,  when,  instead  of  finding  it  more  deeply  colored, 
if  not  perfectly  blue,  I  found  it  divested  of  all  color — entirely 
bleached.  Here,  then,  instead  of  an  aorent  which  favored  the 
combination  of  the  iodine  and  starch,  there  appeared  to  be  an 
agent  which  decomposed  even  the  combination  that  had  taken 
place.  Happily,  I  remembered  the  teachings  of  Liebig,  that  am- 
monia always  existed  in  the  atmosphere,  and  that  after  protracted 
drouths  it  was  especially  abundant,  and  was  brought  down  in 
great  quantities  by  the  first  shower  that  succeeded.  Improving 
this  recollection,  I  moistened  another  strip  of  the  old  ozometric 
paper  with  distilled  water,  and  applied  a  drop  or  two  of  aqua 
ammonia  to  it.  I  was  immediately  gratified  in  seeing  the  paper 
quickly  whitened.  I  prosecuted  the  inquiry  still  further.  A 
rich  blue  iodide  of  starch  was  prepared,  and  ammonia  water  added 
to  it ;  the  color  was  speedily  discharged.  I  added  ammonia  to 
amidine,  (gelatinous  starch),  and  then  dropped  in  some  tincture  of 
iodine :  none  of  the  usual  reactions  of  iodine  and  starch  followed. 
Potash  has  a  similar  effect. 
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I  do  not  know  that  these  observations  have  been  previously 
made :  the  results  are  curious  and  deserve  further  attention. 

In  order  to  verify  these  conclusions,  I  added  a  small  quantity 
of  pure  sulphuric  acid  to  some  of  the  late  rain  water,  and  evap- 
orated the  liquid  in  a  Berlin  basin  to  dryness :  on  then  adding 
caustic  potash  water  to  the  residue,  unmistakable  vapor  of  ammo- 
nia was  evolved ;  thus  proving  the  presence  of  ammonia  in  the 
rain  water,  and  confirming  my  explanation  of  the  removal  of  the 
discoloration  of  the  ozometric  paper. 

29th.  Cherry  and  apple  trees  just  blooming.  All  the  peach 
trees  appear  to  be  dead ;  and  whole  nurseries  of  this  fruit  tree 
were  destroyed  by  the  intense  cold  of  last  winter.  I  notice  also 
the  honey-suckles,  (even  the  most  hardy),  the  altheas,  and  some 
other  shrubs  are  killed  to  the  ground  in  many  instances.  Quince 
trees  also  have  perished. 
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Art.  II. — Eleventh  Annual  Meeting  of  the   Ohio  State  Medical 
Society. 

Columbus,  0.,  Tuesday,  June  4,  1856. 

The  Society  met  in  the  Odeon  Hall,  Tuesday  morning,  June 
4th,  at  10  o'clock.  Dr.  Gaston  was  called  to  the  chair,  the  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President  being  absent;  and  Dr.  S.  B.  Davis 
appointed  secretary,  pro  tern. 

Drs.  Dawson,  Gordon,  Rogers,  S.  M.  Smith,  and  McNally,  were 
appointed  the  Committee  on  Admissions. 

Dr.  John  Dawson,  from  the  Committee  on  Arrangements,  wel- 
comed the  Society,  in  a  brief  but  appropriate  address. 

On  motion,  the  Chair  appointed  Drs.  Baker,  J.  B.  Thompson, 
Rinkaid,  Gordon,  and  M.  B.  Wright,  a  committee  to  nominate 
permanent  officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

*Dr.  Dawson  moved,  that  all  persons  having  papers,  intended  to 
be  read,  shall  present  the  titles  of  the  same  to  the  secretary  as 
soon  as  convenient. 
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On  motion  of  Dr.  R  H.  Tipton,  the  reporters  of  the  citj  papers 
were  admitted  to  a  seat  on  the  platform. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  made  the  following  report : 

For  President — Dr.  Peter  Allen,  of  Trumbnll  coantj :  Vice- 
Presidents — 1st,  Dr.  R  G.  McLean,  of  Loekbonme ;  2nd,  Dr.  J. 
6.  Rogers,  of  New  Richmond ;  3d,  Dr.  Charles  Cochran,  of  San- 
dusky ;  4th,  Dr.  John  Davis,  of  Dayton  :  Secretaries — Drs.  W. 
W.  Dawson  of  Cincinnati,  and  S.  B.  Davis  of  Shadeville :  Treasu- 
rer— Dr.  J.  R  Patterson,  of  Columbus. 

On  motion,  the  Society  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Afternoon  Session, — On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  R  Thompson,  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Nominations  was  taken  up,  and  the 
Society  proceeded  to  ballot  for  oflBcers  for  the  ensuing  year,  the 
ballotings  resulting  in  the  selection  of  the  gentlemen  proposed 
by  the  committee. 

Dr.  Baker,  from  the  Committee  on  Nominations,  further 
reported  the  following  names  as  Standing  Committee  on  Admis- 
sions— Drs.  Coons,  of  Dayton  ;  Hamilton,  of  Columbus  ;  Webb,  of 
Cincinnati ;  Henderson,  of  Mansfield,  and  Fisher,  of  Reynolds- 
burgh:  and  Dr.  J.  W.  Maris,  of  Columbus,  as  Librarian.  The 
report  was  accepted,  and,  on  ballot,  the  persons  therein  named 
were  elected. 

Dr.  Allen,  President  elect,  was  conducted  to  the  chair,  by  Drs. 
Baker  and  Einkaid,  and  on  taking  the  chair,  made  a  few  appro- 
priate remarks. 

Dr.  Gordon,  from  the  Committee  on  Medical  Societies,  made  a 
partial  report ;  and,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Smith,  the  committee  was 
continued,  and  directed  to  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Society. 

The  Committee  on  Ethics,  asked  and  obtained  further  time  to 
report. 

Dr.  M.  B.  Wright,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing  preamble  and  resolutions : 

Whereas,  Medical  Science  has  been  sustained  by  the  united 
investigations  of  its  votaries :  and  whereas  a  spirit  of  confidence 
and  lit)erality  is  necessary  for  the  establishment  and  promul- 
gation of  truth,  therefore : 

Resdvedy  That  all  questions,  in  which  the  members  of  this 
Society,  and  the  profession  at  large,  have  a  common  interest, 
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should  be  considered  and  determined  in  open  society ;  and  that  it 
is  highly  reprehensible  for  a  portion  of  this  Society  to  assemble 
privately,  with  a  view  to  control  questions,  or  arrange  plans  by 
which  they  may  be  forcibly  settled,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  other 
portion  who  may  be  in  attendance. 

Resolved,  That  the  position  of  an  Editor  of  a  Medical  Journal 
does  not  justify  him  in  assuming  a  dictatorial  control  over  the 
minds  and  consciences  of  men — that  he  does  not  possess  any 
inherent  or  delegated  right  to  depart  from  the  long-settled  char- 
acteristics of  a  gentleman — and  that  personal  abuse,  coming  from 
him,  merits  no  less  condemnation  than  when  uttered  by  the  most 
unpretending  of  the  profession. 

These  resolutions  led  to  a  protracted  and  unprofitable  debate, 

during  which  charges  of  unprofessional  conduct,  on  the  part  of 

Dr.  T.  Wood,  were    preferred   by    Dr.    Wright.     Pending   Dr. 

Wright's   remarks    the   Society  took  a  recess  until  8   o'clock, 

Wednesday. 

Wednesday,  8  o'clock,  a.  m. 
Dr.  Allen  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  M.  B.  Wright  having  the  floor,  addressed  the  Society  at 
length,  on  the  resolutions  offered  by  him  yesterday.  Remarks 
were  also  made  by  Drs.  Murphy,  Mussey,  and  others ;  and  finally 
the  whole  subject  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Mussey  offered  a  report,  supplementary  to  a  report 
made  last  year,  on  a  plan  for  the  improvement  of  the  profession 
in  the  State.  This  led  to  a  lengthy  discussion,  in  which  a  large 
number  of  the  profession  took  part. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  the  Erie  County  Medical  So- 
ciety to  this  body,  to  hold  their  next  session  in  the  city  of  San- 
dusky, which,  on  motion,  was  accepted. 

Invitations  were  received  to  visit  the  Penitentiary,  Blind  Asy- 
lum, Lunatic  Asylum,  and  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum. 

Dr.  Dawson,  on  behalf  of  the  profession  of  the  city  of  Columbus, 
invited  the  members  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society  to  a  ban- 
quet, to  be  given  at  the  Neil  House,  this  evening  at  9  o'clock. 

Society  took  a  recess  till  2  o'clock,  p.  M. 

Afternoon  Session. — Dr.  McLean  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  McNally  offered  an  amendment  to  the  report  of  Dr.  Mua- 
sey  "  For  the  improvement  of  the  profession," — "  That  an  equal 
number  of  the   Board   of  Examiners,  in   conjunction  with   the 
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Faculty,  decide  upon  the  qualification  of  applicants  for  diplomas/' 
This  amendment,  after  remarks  by  Drs.  Mussey,  Einkaid,  Trev- 
itt,  Hamilton,  Dawson,  and  Henderson,  was  lost.  The  question 
being  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the  report,  it  was  also  lost 

Dr.  8.  M.  Smith,  from  Special  Committee  on  Practice,  reported 
progress  and  asked  leave  to  be  continued. 

Committee  to  collate  by-laws,  reported  progress  and  was 
continued. 

The   following   resolution,  postponed   from   last   session,  was 

taken  up,  yiz: 

Resolved,  That  physicians,  interested,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, in  the  drug  business,  where  empiric  medicines  are  sold, 
forfeit  the  respect  of  the  profession,  and  their  claims  to  member- 
ship in  the  Society. 

Resolution  indefinitely  postponed. 

Dr.  Robinson  offered  a  resolution,  to  memorialize  the  legisla- 
ture for  a  law  to  allow  compensation  to  physicians  for  post 
mortem  examinations. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Mussey  offered  a  resolution  to  amend  the  Constitu- 
tion to  change  the  time  of  meeting  to  first  of  January.  Laid 
over,  under  the  rule. 

Dr.  Mussey  oflRered  a  resolution,  that  the  Society  hold  a  special 
meeting,  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  next  January,  in  Columbus. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Trevitt — Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  one 
member  from  the  Faculty  of  each  regular  medical  school  in  the 
State,  be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  to  report  to  the  next  session  of 
this  Society  on  the  Standard  of  Education  preparatory  to  the 
admission  of  students  to  the  Study  of  Medicine. 

Dr.  Trevitt  offered  a  resolution,  for  a  committee  to  report  on 
the  Mineral  Waters  of  this  State. 

Dr.  Green  offered  a  resolution,  memorializing  the  legislature 
for  the  passage  of  a  law,  compelling  all  makers  and  venders  of 
quack  or  patent  medicines,  to  publish,  in  the  English  language, 
the  name  and  quantity  of  the  ingredients  of  such  medicines. 

On  motion,  Dr.  Green  was  made  chairman  of  a  committee  to 
memorialize  the  legislature  on  this  subject. 

Dr.  S.  G.  Mitchell  read  an  interesting  paper,  on  the  cure  of 
poplitial  aneurism  by  compression. 
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Dr.  Green  moved,  that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to 
investigate  the  charge  of  Dr.  Wright  against  Dr.  Wood  (who 
courts  investigation),  and  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

Society  took  recess  until  8  o'clock,  Thursday  morning. 

Thursday,  8  o'clock,  a.  m. 
Dr.  McLean  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  Coons  read  a  report  on  substitutes  for  quinine  in  the  treat- 
ment of  intermittent  disease;  and  the  subject  was  discussed  at 
great  length,  by  Drs.  Coons,  Gordon,  Kinkaid,  Smith,  Tipton, 
Trevitt,  and  others.  Dr.  Coons'  report  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Publication. 

A  communication  was  read  from  superintendents  of  several 
rail-road  lines,  allowing  delegates  to  return  home  free.  A  vote 
of  thanks  was  returned  to  the  companies  for  the  courtesy. 

Drs.  M.  Green,  Trevitt,  Kinkaid,  Potter,  and  Gordon,  appointed 
to  investigate  the  charges  made  by  Dr.  Wright,  against  Dr. 
Wood. 

Drs.  Trevitt,  W.  W.  Dawson,  Wormley,  Holstein,  and  J.  N. 
Green,  Committee  on  Mineral  Waters  of  this  State. 

Eecess  till  2,  p.  M. 

Afternoon  Session, — Dr.  Baker  read  a  report  on  ethics. 

Dr.  Holstein  read  a  paper  on  pumpkin  seed  as  a  nucleus  for 
vesical  calculus  in  the  male,  and  exhibited  the  specimen. 

Drs.  Kennedy,  Cheney,  and  Lynch,  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  report  on  the  use  of  chloroform  in  obstetrics. 

A  resolution,  oflfered  by  Dr.  Dawson,  for  paying  Tizzard  and 
Albright,  for  printing  Transactions  for  1855,  was  adopted. 

Drs.  Gunarey,  Holstein,  and  Mussey,  appointed  to  report  on 
relations  of  microscope  to  pathology. 

A  resolution  adopted,  approving  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee on  Cholera,  by  the  American  Medical  Association,  and 
requesting  our  delegation  in  Congress  to  urge  the  passage  of  a 
bill  to  facilitate  the  investigations  of  that  committee. 

Dr.  Firor  offered  his  resignation  as  a  member  of  the  Society; 
laid  over  till  January  meeting. 

Professor  Hamilton  appointed  to  report  on  the  medico-legal 
relations  of  fractures. 
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On  motion,  made  the  dntj  of  the  Lihraurian  to  fonr&rd  the 
Transactions  to  those  who  pay  np  th?ir  dues. 

On  motion,  the  Librarian  to  collect  and  take  charge  of  back 
Yolumes  of  the  Transactions. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  rt^gular  profession  of  Columbos  for  the 
cordial  rect'ption  this  Society  has  received  daring  its  session. 

Dr.  BoKrt  Thompson  appointed  to  report  on  the  proper  treat- 
ment of  fractures  of  the  upper  and  lower  extremitiesw 

Drs.  Gordon,  Einkaid,  and  McLean,  appointed  to  Tiait  next 
session  of  Kentucky  State  Medical  Society. 

Drs.  Fisher  Baker,  and  Kisinger  to  visit  next  session  of  Indi- 
aaa  State  Medical  Society. 

A  prnamble  and  resolution  adopted,  urging  the  early  pablicor 
tion  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Society. 

Dr.  Hamilton  gave  notice  of  an  amendment  to  the  by-laws — 
That  all  reports  and  papers  not  complete  at  the  time  of  adjunrn- 
ment,  be  not  entertained  bv  the  Publication  Committee. 

Dr  Harper  appointed  to  report  on  the  epidemics  of  the  north- 
western part  of  the  State. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  officers  for  the  faithful  manner  in 
which  they  have  performed  their  duties. 

Drs.  Hamilton,  Smith,  and  Trevitt,  appointed  a  Committee  of 
Arrangements  for  the  January  session  of  this  Society. 

Adjourned,  after  prayer  by  Dr.  S.  M.  Smith. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  to  membership  during 
the  sessions  of  the  Society :  Drs.  E.  C.  Sharpe,  Williamsburgh ; 
H.  L.  Cheney,  Groveport :  D.  Tilden,  Sandusky ;  J.  D.  Bobinson, 
Wooster;  Thomas  J.  Haynes  and  T.  Kennedy,  Nicholsville ;  J.  G. 
Gabriel.  Aliens ;  T.  W.  McArthur,  Wilmington ;  L.  J.  Guerion, 
Ho[>e ;  S.  H.  Farrington  and  J.  C.  Hubbard,  Ashton :  J.  G.  Kyle, 
Xeuia ;  J.  N.  Bobinson,  Loekbourne ;  B.  S.  Brown,  Bellefontaine : 
H.  S.  Pawester,  Erie;  B.  Gundry,  B.  M.  Barr,  and  T.  S.  Case, 
Columbus ;  W.  H.  Harper,  Lima ;  E.  Sinnett,  Granville :  E.  Will- 
iams, Cincinnati ;  D.  F.  Forks,  Toledo ;  S.  D.  Turney  and  J.  H. 
Olds,  Circleville ;  J.  W.  White,  Stockport ;  G.  W.  Henderson, 
Marysville;  Jos.  Ballen,  Grofe  City;  and  Dr.  F^  L.  Hills,  of 

MassachuaeitSy  waa  elected  wm  bonorary  member  of  the  Society. 

+ 
+ 
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Art.  III. — Monthly  Meeting  of  the  Miami  Medical  Society ,  March 
4th,  1856.     By  W.  P.  Elstun,  M.  D.,  Sec'y. 

Society  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  the  President  in  the 
Chair. 

Dr.  E.  H.  Ferris  road  a  paper,  on  The  Mind,  as  it  affects,  or  is 
affected  by  the  condition  of  the  Physical  System. 

What  the  mind  is  he  would  not  attempt  to  define.  Its  quali- 
ties and  the  laws  of  its  manifestations  we  can,  to  some  degree, 
comprehend,  and  it  is  these,  as  they  affect,  or  are  affected  by 
the  condition  of  the  physical  system,  that  form  the  subject  of  the 
Essay. 

There  are  two  sources  from  which  the  mind  gains  ideas  or 
knowledge,  the  one  the  external  world,  from  which,  by  means  of 
the  organs  of  sensation,  that  knowledge  concerned  in  the  intel- 
lectual operations  of  the  mind  is  derived ;  the  other  source  exists 
within  the  mind  itself,  from  which  source  originates  the  emo- 
tional or  moral  mental  operations. 

From  the  ideas  thus  derived  from  either  or  both  of  thesje 
sources,  the  mind  possesses  the  power  to  elaborate  new  ideas,  and 
combining  these  new  ideas  to  form  others,  and  again  to  abstract 
from  these  new  creations  certain  parts,  and  to  recombine  them 
into  other  new  structures,  and  so  on  ad  infinitum. 

How  does  the  mind  gain  a  knowledge  of  things  external  ? 
The  external  object,  to  a  certain  degree,  comes  in  contact  with 
the  extremities  of  a  nerve  of  sensation  ;  a  sensation  is  conveyed 
by  that  nerve  to  the  substance  of  the  brain,  and  immediately  the 
mental  sensation  or  idea  is  experienced.  Separate  that  nerve  at 
any  point  between  the  place  where  the  contact  is  made  and  the 
cineritious  substance  of  the  brain,  and  no  mental  sensation  is  pro- 
duced by  the  contact.  Hence  it  is  plain  that  the  substance  of  the 
brain  must  be  in  some  manner  affected,  in  order  that  the  mental 
sensation  be  experienced,  ^ 

But  in  what  manner  is  the  brain  affected  in  these  mental  sen- 
sations? We  suggest  that  the  extremities  of  the  nerves  are  agi- 
tated by  the  contact ;  that  that  agitation  is  conveyed  along  the 
nerve  and  communicated  to  the  substance  of  the  brain,  and  that 
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That  the  briin  L?  •x-Q-rtrmed.  vw  jr/-^^  «,•'•/.  i?^  the  e^olnrlon  ot'thii 
clasa  of  Tii'?nta:  operation.-*,  we  know  from  the  fu!!:.  than  -virnev^r 
an  J  pare  on  the  pbjsitral  ?j*terii  bee.  Dies  s)  miiih  Jenin:reii  ai  to 
iiijn.ctlv  or  i:niir^*idv  att''7t:t  tbe  brain.  -iU-  '-f^tsi-un  r.f  mental  oi:era- 
ti'.n.-s  ar»-.^  m'>r-    ,:  L-  •?*  imni-rt'rrrlv  Trert'.rmed. 

EKif'^Trnoes  in  "he  inttrlletjUMal  poverj  of  •i::i":'r.3t  iniiivit^iaLs 
mav  b«:?  rf:?rerr.u  T^artiT  to  "he  «i  ier^n".  «iec"'^es  jf  .^orj'it.'tness  in 
w"b:i!h  the  '.Tvcans  of  s^ML-^atioa  i^onvej  to  th«'  nii:ui  a  kzi*»wLe<i.i.-e  of 
thinirs  •extern.-il.  Tjartlv  to  the  liitf^nm^  i*aDabIiities  whii^h  dijfer- 
•mt  indivitiiiairf  "Dossess^  o-f  '!'}n:r«:Ll:nvr  rhe  brain  thronjjh  the  wilL 
wh:«:h  latD^r  fiijf^rMntre  dep»fn«irf  ninirh  on  education. 

Bv  far  the  u:reat<?r  portion  of  nn^nral  "perations  are  directed! 
to,  r.'irulare«l  or  .■suirsestei  bv  the  external  cir!umstance»*.  which 
surround  urf.  a  kno*vle«ige  of'  which  oir^umatances  the  mintl  ixains 
onlv  thr;uirh  th«;  ort^anrt  of  .-iensacion.  L'onseqTu-ntlv  the  'orrpcT^ 
nesa  of  th»?  n  urn  rid  operations  must  dop-nd.  in  a  ^reat  iteixree.  on 
the  «:ondition  of  thes*;  organs,  '^r  on  their  oapjicity  ro  .ion-'actlv 
convr.'V  that  kn^jwled^je.  If  anv  one  i^f  these  or'jfans  fail  to  ner- 
form  itrf  appropriate  function,  the  mind  is  d(»fc-ctive  in  proportion 
to  that  failure.  The  mind  of  the  man,  blind  from  birth,  can 
nevi.T  gain  an  idea  of  cdor.  'mh  nuver  comprehend  the  dednition 
of  a  lantlscape,  and  is  incapable  of  reasjninj;  on  any  subject  per- 
taining to  the  science  of  optics.  In  this  r».-spect  his  intellectual 
power  is  defective. 

Ao  the  reasoning  of  the  mind  must  be  ilefective  when  any  or- 
gan of  sensation ,  fails  to  convey  information,  so  when  the  organ 
of  sensation  acts  abnormally,  conveying  this  information  ambigu- 
ously or  falsely,  the  intellectual  operation,  taking  this  informa- 
tion for  its  dftta^  mast,  of  necessity,  be  wrong.  Again,  our 
thong^ts  and  nmtal  opmtkBS  are  held  in  check,  and  regulated 
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by  external  circumstances,  and,  it  is  only  by  noticing  the  relation 
of  our  mental  operations  to  things  external,  that  we  can  decide 
whether  they  originate  within  the  mind,  or  have  an  external 
origin.  Let  the  organs  of  sensation  become  so  deranged,  that 
this  can  not  be  done,  and  all  mental  control  is  gone.  The  mes- 
merized patient  we  regard  as  in  a  somnambulant  state,  the  oi> 
gans  of  sensation  being  closed  or  inactive.  The  operator,  by 
arousing  one  or  more  of  the  organs,  gains,  through  that  means, 
access  to  the  mind  of  the  patient,  and  being  the  only  means  of 
communication,  or  rather  having  control  of  the  only  channel  of 
communication  between  the  mind  of  the  patient  and  the  external 
world,  is  easily  enabled  to  produce  results  so  astonishing  to  the 
popular  mind. 

The  manner  in  which  many  cases  of  temporary  insanity  may, 
and  probably  do,  result  from  derangements  or  imperfections  of 
the  organs  of  sensation,  was  described,  in  extenso,  such  as  the 
delirium  of  fever,  apparitions,  mani^  ^  potu,  &c. 

The  essay  was  lengthy,  and  so  written,  that  we  find  it  diflScult 
to  make  such  an  abstract  as  will  present  the  views  set  forth, 
without  trespassing  too  much  on  your  columns. 

Dr.  L.  W.  Bishop  then  read  a  report  of  a  case  of  Palpitation  of 
the  Heart,  with  Cardialgia.      He  was  called   to  see  Mrs.  R 

H ,  (the  1st  of  January,)  aged  44  years,  healthy  constitution, 

rather  plethoric,  was  the  mother  of  nine  children,  with  the  cata- 
menia  regular  up  to  this  time. 

She  had  felt  an  unusual  fulness  in  the  head  and  chest  for  some 
time,  with  a  tendency  to  constipation  of  the  bowels. 

About  one  o'clock  at  night  she  awoke  with  a  sense  of  suffoca- 
tion and  her  heart  felt  as  if  it  would  burst  through  the  walls  of 
her  chest,  the  respiration  was  hurried  and  difficult ;  vertiginous 
sensations  occurred,  with  tinitus  aurium  and  nausea,  with  a  dispo- 
sition to  faint  on  being  moved,  pulse  full  and  forcible. 

Treatment — Took  ten  or  twelve  ounces  of  blood  from  the  arm, 
ordered  sinapisms  to  the  extremities  and  over  the  pracardial  re- 
gion, and  gave  camphor,  opium,  and  assaffetida  combined,  until 
the  paroxysm  had  passed  off,  when  a  brisk  cathartic  of  calomel 
and  jalap  was  given. 

Jan.  2nd.     Had  been  no  return  of  paroxysm,  cathartic  had  ao- 
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ted  well,  and   the    patient    appearing   ooiiTaleaoeni  was  dia- 
charged. 

Jan.  r2th.  Was  again  called  at  12  o'clock  at  night,  foond  the 
woman  complaiDing  of  most  excraciating  pain  in  the  region  of 
the  heart,  and  rnnning  through  to  the  spine,  shoulders,  and  down 
the  arms,  with  a  sensation  of  numbness. 

Each  intermission  of  pain  was  followed  bj  a  paroxysm  more 
violent  than  the  former,  until  they  had  become  of  a  most  alarm- 
ing character ;  pulse  small  and  feeble,  occasional  sickness  at  the 
stomach,  with  bilious  vomiting ;  extremities  cold,  with  some  un- 
natural warmth  of  the  body  and  head. 

The  violence  of  the  attack  gave  rise  to  a  suspicion  that  the 
real  cause  of  the  attacks  had  not  been  ascertained,  so  a  careful 
examination  of  the  thoracic  and  abdominal  viscera  was  instituted, 
but  nothing  satisfactory  was  discovered ;  there  being  evidently 
no  organic  disease  of  the  heart,  the  nervous  system  was  appealed 
to,  and  on  examining  the  spine,  discovered  extreme  tenderness 
over  the  lower  cervical,  and  along  the  whole  of  the  dorsal 
vertebra. 

Tri'atment — Camphor,  opium,  and  assafetida,  were  again  given 
to  relieve  the  paroxysm,  and  cups  applied  along  the  spine. 

13th.  Patient  improved,  but  still  complained  of  considerable 
tenderness  along  the  spine,  bowels  costive ;  when  a  laxative  was 
given,  and  a  blister  applied  to  the  spine,  as  far  as  the  tenderness 
extended.  The  patient  rapidly  recovered,  and  has  had  no  return 
of  the  difficulty  since. 

The  Dr.  remarked  that  the  reason  for  his  reporting  the  case 
was,  the  multiplicity  of  causes  given  for  angina  pectoris,  by 
authors,  which  was  probably  the  cause  of  its  having  such  a  mul- 
titude of  names ;  there  being  no  less  than  fifteen  by  which  it  is 
known.  Also,  that  a  so  well  marked  case  was  seldom  found,  it 
not  being  a  common  disease. 

After  some  remarks  both  papers  were  received. 

Dr.  J.  A.  Black's  essay  (read  at  a  former  meeting,  and  laid 
over  for  discussion),  was  then  taken  up.  By  request  of  some 
members  who  had  been  absent,  the  paper  was  again  read. 

The  principal  points,  giving  rise  to  the  discussion,  were  the 
ft  mstroation  is  often  confounded 
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with  hemorrfaagia,  from  which  it  is  distinct ;  the  former  being  a 
natural  secretion  from  the  uterus,  while  it  possesses  none  of  the 
characteristics  of  blood,  except  its  color ;  the  latter  is  essentially 
blood,  and  belongs  to  the  genus  hemorrhagia,  though  it  often 
follows  menstruation ;  in  which  case  the  person  is  always  sterile, 
80  long  as  such  hemorrhage  recurs."  Also,  that  **  most  authors 
*divide  hemorrhage  into  active  and  passive ;  but  we  deny  the  exist- 
ence of  any  such  condition  as  passive  hemorrhage."  In  this 
paper  on  uterine  hemorrhage,  he  divides  it  into  accidental,  unar 
voidable,  and  that  which  occurs  after  the  birth  of  a  child,  from 
want  of  uterine  contraction. 

Dr.  Elstun  remarked,  that  he  thought  he  was  justified  by  very 
good  authority,  in  differing  from  the  author  of  the  paper,  in  con- 
sidering the  menstrual  fluid  a  secretion.  The  chemical  analysis 
of  this  fluid,  when  collected  with  the  greatest  care,  has  been  found 
by  our  best  chemists  to  contain  water,  globules,  albumen,  extract- 
ive fatty  and  saline  matters,  and  mucus ;  and  it  would  be  incon- 
sistent in  the  extreme  to  talk  of  blood-globules  being  secreted. 
He  thinks  that  according  to  the  best  analyses,  the  only  difference 
between  blood  and  the  menstrual  fluid  is  the  presence  of  the 
mucus,  and  containing  a  certain  proportion  of  acid  prevents  the 
coagulability  of  blood  it  contains.  He  considers  vicarious  men- 
struation another  proof  of  the  exist3nce  of  blood  in  the  menstrual 
fluid,  as  it  shows  an  evident  hemorrhagic  tendency  in  the  female 
at  such  periods.    ' 

Dr.  Highlands  said,  he  believed  that  the  menstrual  fluid  con- 
tained blood,  but  that  it  might  vary  in  quantity  and  quality  ; 
and  believed  that  its  want  of  coagulability  depended  on  the 
presence  of  mucus. 

He  also  remarked,  that  he  thought  the  Dr's.  assertion,  that 
there  was  no  such  condition  as  passive  hemorrhage,  was  very 
absurd,  and  gave  various  examples  of  effusion  of  blood,  without 
the  least  evidence  of  a  blood-vessel  being  broken. 

Dr.  Ferris  considered  the  menstrual  fluid  an  exudation  of  blood 
from  the  vessels  of  the  womb,  but  doubted  very  much  its  passing 
through  a  secreting  process,  though  it  is  partially  changed  by 
ihe  secreting  organs  peculiar  to  the  womb. 

The  arguments  if  given  in  full  would  tax  you  too  much,  we 
VOL.  L,  NO.  vn. — 20. 
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hare  .therefore  giyen  yoa  a  funt  oatline  of  the  grouida  oocapied, 
for  the  arguments  occupied  a  whole  afternoon. 

The  secretary  requested  the  society  to  aj^int  two  assistants 
to  prepare  the  minutes  of  the  meetings  for  paU]cation«  as  it 
would  be  ratiier  burdensome  for  one ;  the  three  to  he  known  as 
the  Committee  on  Publication.  The  request  was  granted,  and 
Drs.  K  H.  Ferris  and  L.  M.  Rogers  were  aj^pointed,  with  the 
secretary,  on  said  conunittee. 

The  society  then  adjoun^d. 


Abt.  IV. — Organization  and  I^roeeedings  of  the  Whitewater  VdUey 
iEsdical  Soeieiy. 

In  compliance  with  a  previous  appointment,  quite  a  respectable 
number  of  the  practicing  physicians  of  Whitewater  Yalley  assem- 
bled in  the  court-house,  in  the  town  of  CkMinersTille,  Fayette 
county,  Indiana,  on  the  24th  day  of  May,  1856,  at  10  o^dod^, 
A.  M.,  fw  the  purpose  (A  permanently  establishing  a  district 
medical  society. 

The  meeting  was  organized  by  calling  Dr.  G.  K  Chitwood  to 
the  chair,  and  appointing  Dr.  S.  W.  Yance  secretary. 

The  President  arose  and  stated  at  considerable  length  the 
dtgects  and  intentions  of  the  meeting,  arguing  with  great  force 
and  eloquence,  the  necessity  and  advantages  of  a  thorough  med- 
ical organization  and  discipline.  He  finally  concluded  his 
remarks  by  expressing  a  wish  that  a  state  of  good  feeling  and 
unanimity  might  preTail,  among  the  members  of  the  meeting, 
throughout  their  deliberations^ 

A  letter  from  Dr.  W.  Maguire,  of  FayettoTille,  was  read, 
declaring  his  inability  to  be  present  at  the  meeting,  but  express- 
ing his  hearty  approbation  of,  and  kind  wishes  for,  the  success 
q/[  the  very  laudable  enterprise. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  then  read  and  i^ 
proved. 

Whereupon,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  committee  previously 
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appointed  to  draft  a  suitable  coustitation  and  by-laws  for  a  local 
medical  society  here,  be  now  called  upon  to  report 

Dr.  S.  W.  Vance,  at  the  request  of  the  meeting,  and  on  behalf 
of  the  committee,  reported  said  constitution  and  by-laws,  which, 
after  considerable  discussion  and  amendment,  were  finally  adopted 
section  by  section. 

It  being  near  12  o'clock.  Dr.  D.  D.  Hall  moved,  that  a  com- 
mittee of  five  be  appointed  to  make  out  a  fee-bill  during  the 
adjournment,  to  be  reported  to  the  society  at  its  afternoon  session. 

On  motion,  Drs.  L.  D.  Sheets,  D.  D.  Hall,  A.  Chapman,  P.  S. 
Silvey,  and  M.  F.  Miller,  were  appointed  on  said  committee. 

On  motion,  adjourned  to  meet  at  2  o'clock,  p.  M. 

Afternoon  Session — The  meeting  convened  at  2  o'clock,  p.  M., 
and  straightway  proceeded  to  the  election  of  oflScers  for  the 
society.  The  election  was  conducted  viva  voce,  and  resulted  in 
the  selection  of  the  following  named  gentlemen  to  act  for  the 
ensuing  year :  President — Dr.  Amos  Chapman  ;  Vice  President — 
Dr.  William  W.  Taylor ;  Recording  Secretary — Dr.  S.  W.  Vance ; 
Corresponding  Secretary — Dr.  L.  D.  Sheets ;  Treasurer — Dr.  D. 
D.  Hall ;  Censors — :Drs.  Daniel  Trembly,  G.  B.  Chitwood^  and 
C.  S.  Bamsay. 

The  President  elect  took  the  chair,  and  called  the  society 
to  order.  He  deeply  felt  the  honor,  as  well  as  the  arduous 
duties  this  day  imposed  upon  him,  nevertheless  he  would,  at 
all  times  during  his  term  of  office,  endeavor  to  preside  over 
the  deliberations  of  the  society,  according  to  the  best  of  his 
weak  ability.  • 

The  committee  appointed  to  make  out  a  fee-biU,  through  their 
chairman.  Dr.  L.  D.  Sheets,  begged  leave  to  report,  which  was 
granted.  Upon  the  report  having  been  read,  a  prolonged  and 
animated  debate  ensued,  in  which  Drs.  Samuel  Miller,  L.  D. 
Sheets,  Daniel  Trembly,  W.  W.  Taylor,  C.  D.  B.  O'Byan,  and 
other  members  warmly  participated.  Some  were  for  retaining 
the  fees  at  their  former  low  rates,  while  others  were  decidedly  for 
laying  on  the  tariflT.  After  some  alterations  and  amendments, 
the  fee-biU  was  finally  adopted,  with  a  slight  advance  upon  the 
old  rate  of  charges. 

Dr.  Amoa  Chapman  asked  permission  to  read  a  preamble  and 
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retolations,  tonchuig  the  laws  of  the  State  of  iBfaaa,  with  r^aid 

to  the  collection  of  debts,  and  the  beat  eoime  to  be  pmsncd  by 

members  of  this  society  in  cases  of  delinqaencj. 

On   motion,    the    aforesaid   preamble   and    resolntiooa   were 

nnanimoosly  adopted,  and,  together  with   the  fee-lMlly  ordeaced 

to  be  published  in  the  ConnersTille  and  liberty  papers. 

Be  it  resolved,  That  the  code  of  ethica  of  the  American  Medical 
Association  shall  be  adopted  by  this  society  for  the  regolation  of 
professional  intercourse  among  its  members. 

The  Chair  appointed  three  members,  alphabetically  chosen, 
namely,  Drs.  Chitwood,  Chapman,  and  GUlam,  to  read  essays 
npon  medical  subjects,  of  their  own  selection,  at  the  next  regular 
quarterly  meeting. 

It  was  resolved,  that  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  this  society 
be  published  in  the  Western  Lancet,  and  the  Cincinnati  Medical 
Obsenrer. 

On  motion,  the  society  adjourned  to  meet  in  the  court-hoose 

in   ConnersYille,  on   the   second   Monday  in  July  next,  at  10 

o'clock,  A.  M. 

Sl  W.  Yaitck,  K  D.,  Bee.  Sx^y. 


BI06BAPHICAL. 


AsT.  y. — Biographical  Sketch  of  B.  D.  J&Mgf,  J£  2L  LL,  B. 

Prof.  R  D.  Mussey  was  bom  in  Pelham  township,  Bockingham 
county.  New  Hampshire,  June  23d,  1780.  He  was  the  son  of 
Dr.  John  Mussey,  a  yery  respectable  country  physician,  but  who 
was  unable  to  contribute  much  toward  giving  him  a  suitable 
education,  although  anxious  to  do  so.  When  eleyen  years  of  age, 
he  moTed  with  his  father  to  Amherst,  N.  H.,  which  circumstance 
gaye  him  the  advantage  of  several  weeks'  instruction  in  the 
winter  at  the  district  schooL  His  father  taught  him  the  elements 
of  Latin,  and  at  fifteen  years  of  age  he  was  sent  to  the  Aurean 
Academy  at  Amherst.  At  this  school  he  became  qualified  to 
enter  the  freshman  class  in  one  of  the  New  England  colleges.  He 
kept  himself  supplied  with  means  for  prosecuting  his  studies  by 
laboring  more  or  less  on  the  £Eurm  in  summers  and  tp<i^hing  sehool 
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in  winters.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  commenced  teaching,  and 
thns  employed  his  winters  until  he  entered  the  junior  class  at 
Dartmouth  College  in  1801.  The  winter  vacations  were  also 
spent  in  teaching,  and  he  was  thus  enabled,  with  the  addition  of 
a  little  paternal  assistance,  to  make  his  way.  His  position  in 
college  was  always  among  the  foremost  of  his  class.  In  August, 
1803,  he  graduated,  and  immediately  thereafter  entered  upon  the 
study  of  medicine  as  a  pupil  of  that  eminent  man,  Dr.  Nathan 
Smith,  founder  of  the  New  Hampshire  Medical  School.  The  next 
summer,  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  his  finances,  he  taught  an 
academy  in  Peterborough,  N.  H.,  at  the  same  time  pursuing  his 
studies  closely  with  Dr.  Howe,  of  Jaffrey,  N.  H.  Excepting  dur- 
ing this  time,  his  studies  were  continued  under  Dr.  Smith.  He 
received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Medicine  in  August,  1805, 
after  a  public  examination,  at  which  he  defended  a  thesis  on  Dys- 
entery. In  September  of  that  year,  he  settled  in  the  South 
Parish  of  Ipswich,  now  Essex,  in  Essex  county,  Massachusetts,  at 
which  place  he  was  very  successful.  He  remained  here  three 
years,  when  he  collected  his  earnings  and  proceeded  to  Philadel- 
phia, remaining  there  nine  months  under  the  private  instruction 
of  Dr.  Benj.  Smith  Barton,  whose  botanical  lectures  he  attended. 
While  in  Philadelphia,  he  attended  lectures  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  the  days  of  Kush,  Wistar,  Physic,  Dorsey,  Bar- 
ton, Woodhouse,  Chapman,  and  James,  and  graduated  in  1809. 
Dr.  Bush  at  this  time,  and  for  some  years  previous,  had  taught 
the  doctrine  of  the  non-absorption  of  the  human  skin ;  in  which 
belief  he  was  strengthened  by  some  experiments  in  which  the 
experimenter  breathed  through  a  tube  fastened  to  his  mouth  at 
one  end,  while  the  other  passed  through  a  wall  into  a  distant 
apartment  to  which  fresh  air  was  freely  admitted ;  his  body  was 
then  rubbed  with  various  odorous  substances,  such  as  turpentine, 
etc.  None  of  these  odors  being  detected  in  the  urine,  it  was 
inferred  that  no  absorption  took  place  from  the  skin.  The  plan 
in  experimenting  on  cutaneous  absorption  pursued  by  Dr.  Mussey, 
was  to  immerse  himself  for  three  hours  in  a  madder  bath  con- 
taining three  pounds  of  madder  and  sufiBcient  water  to  cover  the 
entire  body.  For  two  days  the  urine  showed  that  it  contained 
madder,  when  the  proper  chemical  tests  were  applied.  This  ex- 
periment was  repeated  with  the  same  results,  and  they  formed  the 
subject  of  his  thesis  on  graduation. 

These  experiments  and  results  were  very  satisfactory  to  Xh^ 
profession,  and  a  portion  of  the  faculty.  Several  other  similar 
experiments  were  made  by  substituting  rhubarb,  indigo,  arnotto, 
redwood,  logwood,  and  cochineal.  Rhubarb  was  unquestionably 
detected,  while  in  the  case  of  the  other  substances  the  appropriate 
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chemical  tests  failed  in  exhibiting  them.  In  reference  to  the 
madder  and  rhubarb,  the  experiments  were  so  carefully  made  and 
80  often  repeated,  that  no  doubt  could  exist. 

One  experiment  in  this  series  was  not  unattended  with  danger. 
He  immersed  himself  for  three  hours  in  a  strong  infusion  of  nut- 
galls,  and  then  went  into  a  strong  solution  of  sulphate  of  iron, 
lying  in  that  three  hours  more.  No  ink  was  found  in  the  urine. 
A  vein  was  opened  in  his  hand  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  whether 
the  blood  exhibited  anything  peculiar.  About  an  ounce  and  a 
half  was  obtained,  when  it  ceased  to  flow ;  and,  exhausted  by  his 
six  hours'  immersion,  he  sank  faint  to  the  floor.  The  serum  of 
this  blood  had  a  tinge  slightly  different  from  common  blood,  and 
was  slightly  coagulated — resembling  very  much  the  serum  of 
common  blood  in  which  a  quantity  of  powdered  nutgalls  had 
been  stirred  up  and  allowed  to  settle,  from  which  it  was  inferred 
that  some  portion  had  entered  the  circulation.  This  experiment 
was  not  repeated,  and  its  effects  were  not  wholly  recovered  from 
for  several  days. 

None  of  these  experiments  have  ever  been  published,  except 
those  made  with  madder  and  rhubarb — although  the  minutes  of 
them  still  exist,  in  Dr.  Mussey's  possession.  As  a  matter  of  course, 
they  excited,  at  the  time,  not  a  little  discussion  among  the  profes- 
'  sion  at  Philadelphia ;  and  it  is  said  that  some  gentlemen — one  of 
whom,  at  least,  before  referred  to— had  made  experiments  with 
odorous  bodies,  proceeded  to  repeat  Dr.  Mussey^s  experiments, 
with  certain  precautions,  which  they  alleged  he  ought  to  have 
taken,  viz.:  they  plastered  up  very  carefully  the  outlets  of  the 
body,  and  then  went  into  the  madder  and  rhubarb  baths.  Not- 
withstanding these  precautions,  they  readily  detected  the  foreign 
coloring  matter  in  the  urine.  They  varied  their  experiments 
somewhat,  and  at  length  made  the  announcement,  that  they  had 
found  only  a  few  patches  upon  the  body,  which  were  capable  of 
imparting  these  substances  to  the  circulation  by  absorption  or 
imbibition.  These  patches  were  inside  of  the  leg,  and  thigh,  and 
arm.  The  teachings  of  Dr.  Rush,  after  this,  were  somewhat  mod- 
ified ;  he  admitted  that  madder  and  rhubarb  had  a  very  "  pene- 
trating quality,"  and  were  capable  of  finding  their  way  into  the 
circulation,  through  certain  points  only.  In  this  he  was  followed 
substantially  by  Dr.  Chapman,  the  late  Professor  of  Theory  and 
Practice  in  the  same  institution. 

All  this  was,  soon  after,  effectually  refuted  by  experiments 
made,  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Mussey — by  his  friend  the  late  Dr. 
Sewall,  of  Washington  City — then  resident  in  Massachusetts. 
He  immersed  his  hand  and  wrist,  and  afterwards  his  foot  and  an- 
kle— for  periods  of  eight  and  ten  hours — in  a  madder  bath — 
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repeating  the  experiments,  and  finding,  upon  each  examination, 
plenty  of  madder  in  the  urine. 

Dr.  Mussey  desirous  to  ascertain  if  mercury  in  any  form  is  ab- 
sorbed from  the  alimentary  canal,  and  exhaled  by  the  skin,  made 
the  following  experiment  with  his  pupil,  Mr.  S.  O.  Porter,  in 
1821.  Mr.  P.,  laboring  under  some  slight  derangement  of  the 
alimentive  functions,  was  desirous  to  take  an  active  cathartic 
The  doctor  gave  him  forty  grains  of  blue  mass — at  the  same 
time  applied  a  half-eagle  gold  piece  to  the  bend  of  the  arm.  He 
covered  it  with  a  large  patch  of  wash  leather,  spread  with  adhe- 
sive plaster,  bound  it  on  with  a  bandage,  and  let  it  remain  for 
three  days. 

The  medicine  operated  upon  the  bowels  somewhat  freely ;  on 
removing  the  gold  piece,  the  side  which  lay  upon  the  skin  was 
beautifully  whitened  over  with  a  coat  of  quicksilver. 

He  has  repeated  the  same  experiment  upon  a  patient  in  Ohio, 
and  with  a  like  result, — excepting  that  the  quantity  of  medicine 
given  was  not  more  than  half  the  other,  and  the  coating  of  quick- 
silver was  thinner,  but  very  distinct. 

More  than  thirty  years  since,  a  young  lady  from  a  distance 
was  put  under  Dr.  M.'s  charge,  for  a  large  chronic  swelling  of 
the  thyroid  gland.  The  doctor  applied  a  strong  iodine  ointment 
to  one  side  of  the  tumor,  covered  the  ointment  with  tin  foil,  and 
applied  the  two  conductors  of  a  small  galvanic  battery— of  a 
dozen  three-inch  double  plates — to  the  two  sides  of  the  swelling ; 
applying  the  pole  which  attracts  iodine,  to  the  side  of  the  tumor 
upon  which  there  was  no  ointment.  A  strong  prickly  sensation, 
as  of  fine  needles,  was  felt  through  the  tumor.  This  was  repeated 
every  day  or  two  for  some  weeks. 

Reversing  the  poles  was  often  tried  in  these  applications,  with 
uniformly  the  same  result,  viz.:  the  prickly  sensation  ceased. 
Ultimately,  there  was  a  distinct  fluctuation  in  the  tumor,  which 
was  opened  by  a  bistoury.  A  thin,  turbid  fluid  escaped,  giving 
a  strong  smell  of  iodine.  This  was  followed  by  suppuration,  and 
a  discharge  of  pus,  for  some  weeks.  The  tumor  gradually  sub- 
sided, and  when  the  discharge  ceased,  only  a  slight  enlargement 
above  the  natural  dimensions  of  the  neck,  remained.  The  pus 
discharged,  gave  the  iodine  odor ;  leaving  the  inference  that  some 
small  quantity  of  this  article  was  one  of  its  elements.  The  fam- 
ily in  which  the  patient  stayed,  complained  very  much  of  the 
iodine  smell  of  the  discharges. 

This  mode  of  treatment,  and  its  results,  were  regarded  at  that 
time  as  rather  novel. 

By  the  foregoing  history  it  will  be  seen  that  Dr.  Mussey  is 
entitled  to  much  credit  as  an  original  experimenter,  by  which 
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hnportant  phjsiologieil  qiiesl»>  hacf^  kcm  dveUaled. 
His  profeasioaal  fame  doirs  nol  r^^  eadrelj  en  kk  ssrgitBl  prac- 
tice as  k  generallj  sapposed. 

On  relumiiig  from  Philadelpfua  Dr.  Mosaey  iKtled  m  Salem, 
Maandiosetts.  at  tk&t  time  a  town  of  twd^i*  th^wMmi  iakabt- 
tants.  Here  lie  fom^Hi  a  {»t>fe»ioaaI  (isrtienkip  with  t&at  ex- 
cellent azul  Lam^d  man^  Dr.  Danirl  Olrrer^  affeerward  Pki£«or 
OIiTer.  of  the  S^w  HampeKire  Ifgiiii'al  Sc&ooL 

Tli^ese  gentlemen  gare  in  eooneetioa^  in  two  szeceascTe  jearsr 
two  popnlar  coarsea  of  lectozi^  oa  CEieBi:strr,  wiik&  was  a  new 
featnre  in  the  accractioos  of  that  town.  Dr.  M.  lesuM  im  Salem 
between  fire  and  six  jears.  mo6t  of  the  time  engaged  ia  a  large 
practice.  His  obstetrical  praetiL'e  in  partinxlar^  waa  in»j  large 
daring  the  last  three  jearSr  amocuting.  on  an  awerge,  U>  a  frac- 
tion OTer  three  ca»es  per  week.  In  this  place  Le  ecMMneed  his 
aorgical  operatioBSy  of  which  a  cocsidenble  aumhor  were  pa>- 
performed — partienlarlj  on  the  eje. 

He  was  appointed  to*  aiul  accepted,  the  Chair  of  Theocr  and 
Practice  of  Phjsi:,  in  Dartmoath  Colleo:e,  in  the  fall  of  lSi4- 
On  account  of  some  difficxxltibrs  ami  diiange}  in  the  College,  he 
lectnred  on  Chemistrj  for  one  se^ion,  snccesifiillT  and  satjrfactp- 
III  J.  After  the  settlement  of  these  difficnltie^  Dr.  M.  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Professorship  of  Ana&}m.T  ami  Sorgerr.  The  datj 
of  these  two  Chairs,  (haTing  to  deliver  two  lectizres  per  daj,)  ha 
dnties  ais  a  practitioaer,  and  the  neeessitj  of  a  special  stodj  of 
anatumjr  compelletl  him  to  work  bj  dxr,  and  largely  eneraehcd 
vpon.  the  night,  in  soch  a  manner  that  it  is  to  be  appiehemied 
Vnt  few  of  oar  joang  men  at  the  present  time,  wooLl  be  wiUing 
to  undertake  sudi  a  task. 

He  continued  in  the  perfiHrmance  of  his  duties  in  these  branch- 
es, until  the  close  of  the  session  of  I83S ;  in  ai^tk}n  to  whidk  he 
was  called  upon  to  gi^e  lectures  for  a  time  on-Xateria  Mediea, 
and  also  on  OfastetricSy  to  meet  some  occasional  emergendiea  of 
the  College. 

In  the  summer  of  13L7,  he  gave  a  coarse  of  Lectures  qa  Cheai- 
iitrj  at  Middlebarj  College,  in  Termont. 

Earlj  in  December,  l&29r  Dr.  Xuasej  left  Hanorer  Sjt  Paris 
where  he  remained  several  monthsy  attending  the  Hoiq»ctaI  Cli- 
niques^  During  this  absenice  he  passed  seTeraL  weeks  in  London, 
Tisited  man  J  of  the  provincial  H<^spitals  and  Xuaeum;$  of  Anatomj, 
as  well  as  those  of  the  metropolis ;  and  formed  the  acq^uaintanee 
of  manj  distinguished  professional  orentlemen. 

From  this  absence  of  ten  months  he  returned  in  season  to  eon^- 
plete  his  colL?ge  duties,  bj  giving  double  and  treble  lectures  in 
the  se^on  of  1830. 
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At  ihifl  time,  tlie  Medical  School  of  Mame,  haTing  lost  bj  deadi 
its  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  invited  Dr.  Hussey  to 
give  the  lectures  in  those  branches  ;  which  he  did,  for  four  sucoes- 
sive  winters — the  session  in  Maine  commencing  after  that  in 
New  Hampshire  had  dosed. 

For  two  successive  seasons,  in  1836  and  1837,  after  the  dose 
of  the  New  Hampshire  session,  Dr.  M.  went  to  Fairfield,  Herki- 
mer Co.,  N.  Y.,  to  give  lectures  on  Surgery,  in  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  located  there,  an  institution  then  very 
flourishing,  but  some  years  afterward  given  up. 

In  the  fall  of  1838,  Dr.  M.,  worn  with  the  laborious  country 
practice  in  a  cold  climate,  and  looking  to  his  future,  as  probably 
of  longer  usefulness  in  a  city,  accepted  an  invitation  to  the  Pro- 
fessorship of  Surgery,  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  at  Cincin- 
nati, and  removed  thither  with  his  family.  In  that  institution, 
for  fourteen  successive  years,  he  gave  the  lecturer  on  Surgery, 
besides  having  charge  of  the  surgical  department  of  the  Commer- 
cial Hospital  of  Cincinnati,  and  sustaining  a  full  practice. 

Dr  M.  resigned  the  chair  of  Surgery  in  the  Medical  College  of 
Ohio,  after  having  delivered  fourteen  courses  of  lectures.  During 
the  summer  of  1852,  the  Miami  Medical  College  was  organized, 
and  Dr.  Mussey  was  offered  the  chair  of  Surgery,  which  he  ac- 
cepted, and  he  has  delivered  in  this  school  four  full  courses  of 
lectures,  and  has  had,  during  the  sessions,  charge  of  the  surgical 
department  of  St.  John's  Hotel  for  Invalids.  He  now  occupies 
these  positions. 

In  1854  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  was  conferred  upon  him  by  Dart- 
mouth College. 

At,  and  before  the  time  of  Dr.  Mussey's  visit  to  Europe  in 
1830,  the  doctrine  of  the  non-union  of  intra-capsular  fractures  of 
the  neck  of  the  thigh  bone,  was  taught  by  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  and 
admitted  by  many  distinguished  members  of  the  profession  in 
Great  Britain.  Dr.  M.  carried  with  him  a  specimen,  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  several  surgeons  both  in  Paris  and  London,  satisfac- 
torily demonstrated  the  fact  of  such  bony  union.  When  this 
was  shown  to  Sir  Astley,  he  at  first  remarked,  "  This  was  never 
broken."  After  a  more  carefal  inspection  of  it,  especially  its 
interior,  which  had  been  sawed  into  two  vertical  portions  to 
render  it  accessible  to  the  eye,  he  remarked,  **  This  does  look 
a  little  more  like  it,  to  be  sure,  but  I  do  not  think  the  fracture 
was  entirely  within  the  capsular  ligament."  Few  surgeons  who 
saw  the  specimen,  had  the  assurance  to  deny  that  it  was  a  case  of 
bona  fide  fracture.  That  distinguished  surgeon,  Mr.  John  Thomp- 
son, of  Edinburgh,  author  of  a  treatise  on  inflammation,  valuable 
in  its  time,  did,  however,  upon  taking  the  specimen  in  his  hand, 
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dedare  ^  apon  his  trotli  mud  hoaor.'"  chat  is  had  aerer  been  liroken. 
This  opinion,  given  vich  an  exHratlKiiri  emphaei?.  foreclosed  all 
fnitaer  conversaticML  Since  tha^  onie.  Dr.  ILisej  hss  procured 
several  specimens  vliiek  proT-^  in^iabitablj  a  bunj  reaaioa  of  this 

intra^iapsiilar  fractare. 

Before  his  Tisit  to  Ear^.  Dr.  IL  had  operated  upon  a  joong 
man.  for  a  larg^.  bleeding,  and  nlceraced  tubttzs.  upon  the  vertex 
of  the  head — hr  rrinz  in  snccession.  b«xh  L'arc-cid  arteries,  at 
twelve  dajs'  interval — and  a  few  week*  afterward,  removins  the 
tomor.  An  accotint  of  this  ease,  contained  la.  ih^  Am^'it.vnJyHr- 
nal  of  the  JLd.  aal  PK^t^,  ^.-^'^Tt.-iw  for  Febroarv.  IS3«J.  had  been 
received  in  London  a  short  time  before  I>r-  M/s  arrival  there. 
As  this  was  the  first  pablished  case  of  tying  both  carotids.  :& 
necessarilv  exci:ed  some  interest  in  the  profession,  and  enlarged 
Dr.  IL's  facilities  of  intercocirse  with  its  scientide  members  in  that 
metropolis. 

As  a  phvsician  an.d  operative  snrsret^n.  Dr.  IL  has  sustained  a 
prominent  rank  in  the  profession  of  o«ir  conn  try.  While  in  Xew 
Hampshire,  he  had  a  wSiely-eiiie aied  field  f  }r  the  exercise  of  his 
jrofessional  abilities :  an«i.  althon^h  he  had  not  the  advantage  of 
that  el':»e  associarion  with  medii^al  men  which  larsre  i_"iti^  givp. 
the  privation  resulted  in  a  more  thoroo^h  developm«it  of  his  own 
powers,  and  a  more  self-relLint  professional  J  ruigment. 

It  was  in  this  period,  than  he  saocessftiKy  treated,  by  operation, 
a  case  of  nni-I'xnlar  ovarian  disease. 

An«:ther  rather  rare  operarion.  was  one  Tpon  hypertrophied 
tongne,  in  a  b*}y  ot  thirteen.  The  disease  commenced  at  the  age 
of  nine  mocths.  and  at  the  time  cf  rperation.  the  Dmgne  measnred 
eight  inches  in  circGmference  wiere  it  issued  from  the  month, 
an<i  five  inches  in  lena:th.  i^m  the  upper  lip  to  the  tip  of  the 
tongue.  The  operanion  was  saccesafoL  Beported  in  the  PhUa- 
dehhia  Jofjirnal. 

Another  extraordinary  case  was  «jne  of  osteo-san^jma.  which 
commenced  in  tie  taomb  an«i  ftrefinj[er,  and  for  which  an  opera- 
tion was  performed,  consistina:  of  the  removal  of  the  entire  met- 
acarpal bone  of  the  :h!imb.  and  three-toarths  of  that  of  the  fore- 
finger. Thirteen  years  afterwani.  the  «iisease  had  invaded  the 
radius*  and  the  ^^s  humeri :  especially  its  npper  half,  which  had 
Vecome  very  large,  and  exceedin:£ly  painftiL  At  that  time,  the 
arm  was  ampataced  at  the  shoulder  joint.  Six  years  affaer  this, 
the  patient  came  a  third  time  to  Ehr.  IL.  wich  the  same  disease. 
in  the  form  of  a  large  tumor,  <xcapying  the  greater  part  of  his 
shoulder  blade  and  collar  bone.  He  was  then  put  upon  farinar 
eeous  diet,  for  a  month-^-drinking  only  milk  or  wat^r — prepara- 
tory to  a  third  operation.     This  consisted  in  the  removal  of  the 
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entire  shoulder  blade  and  collar  bone,  and  resulted  successfully ; 
the  first  operation  of  the  kind,  it  is  believed,  ever  performed.  This 
was  in  October,  1837.     The  patient  is  still  living  and  well  (1856), 

In  Ohio,  Dr.  M.  had,  in  the  summer  of  1845,  a  ease  somewhat 
like  the  preceding.  Mr.  Stark,  from  Lower  Sandusky,  had  a 
very  large  osteo-sarcoma  of  the  arm,  shoulder  blade,  and  outer 
portion  of  the  i*ollar  bone.  Dr.  Mu^sey  removed  the  arm,  the 
entire  shoulder  blade,  and  more  than  half  of  the  collar  bone.  In 
a  letter  received  from  this  patient  in  the  spring  of  1854,  he  reports 
himself  well^  having  had  no  symptom  of  a  return  of  the  disease 
since  the  operation. 

In  the  summer  of  1845,  Dr.  Mussey,  for  osteo-sarcoma  of  the 
lower  jaw,  disarticulated  that  bone,  removing  more  than  half  of 
it,  and  accomplishing  this  without  dividing  the  duct  of  Steno,  or 
the  facial  nerve.  The  object  was  to  preserve  the  symmetry  of  the 
mouth  for  the  patient  (a  beautiful  young  lady),  and  it  was  fully 
realized. 

Dr.  M.  was  not  at  the  time  aware  that  the  lower  jaw  had  ever 
before  been  disarticulated,  and  a  large  portion  of  it  removed, 
without  implicating  the  facial  nerve. 

Dr.  M.  has  kept  no  record  of  the  number  of  his  operations,  ex- 
cept those  of  three  classes,  viz.: — 

Lithotomy,  52 ;  4  deaths.     Lithotrity,  1 ;  successful. 

Strangulated  hernia,  40 ;  8  deaths. 

Varicocele,  49 ;  by  subcutaneous  ligitation  of  the  spermatic 
vein,  with  never  a  bad  symptom  following.  In  all  the  cases  fol- 
lowed out — and  it  is  believed  in  the  whole  number — a  perfect  cure. 

Dr.  M.  recollects  four  cases  of  successful  operation  for  perineal 
fistula ;  and  two  for  stricture  of  the  urethra,  of  long  standingi 
and  so  complete  as  not  to  admit  the  passage  of  either  catheter  or 
bougie,  into  the  bladder.  In  both  cases,  the  recto-vesical  tapping 
of  the  bladder  was  practiced,  as  a  necessary  measure,  to  prevent 
speedy  death  from  entire  obstruction  of  the  urine.  After  the 
subsidence  of  the  irritation,  the  point  of  a  staff  pushed  as  far  as 
it  would  go  into  the  urethra,  was  cut  down  upon  through  the 
perineum ;  and  as  no  instrument,  not  even  the  smallest  probe, 
could  be  passed  into  the  stricture,  an  artificial  canal  was  made, 
by  passing,  without  a  guide,  a  straight,  narrow,  sharp  pointed 
bistoury  into  the  bladder,  and  was  kept  open  by  an  elastic  gum 
catheter.  In  both  cases,  the  wound  in  the  perineum  was  ulti- 
mately healed,  and  the  artificial  urethra,  kept  open  by  the  occar 
sional  use  of  the  bougie,  for  the  first  year,  and  very  rarely  after- 
ward, answered  a  good  purpose.  One  of  the  patients,  who  went 
to  a  distant  part  of  the  country,  was  heard  from  five  years  after 
the  operation,  and  was  reported  to  be  well.     The  other,  now  about 
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thirtv-^ight  rears  old.  still  lires  in  CincinnatL  He  stated  to  Dr. 
Massey,  in  Maj.  lSo4.  thirteen  jears  after  the  operarion.  that  he 
sometimes  felt  a  slight  difficult j  in  passing  his  water,  hat  that 
for  «om  :•  vears  he  had  not,  except  in  a  few  inatanoes.  been  induced 
to  pass  a  b*)ugi^\ 

In  a  thirl  case  of  imp»"rrKou-i  stricture,  in  which  there  was 
enoaiih  <Iribblinoj  of  urine  to  prevent  the  necessitj  of  puncturing 
the  blaiider.  an  operation  similar  to  the  for^joing  was  practiced, 
within  the  last  three  vears,  with  leaa  satisfactorr  results.  The 
patient — betw<.t}n  fifty  and  sixty  years  of  ai«? — after  a  lon^  con- 
fineuient  with  seven*  symptoms,  recovereti,  and  went  home  able  to 
urinate  with  a  small  scream,  accompanietl  at  ^^ach  urination  with 
the  dLs-'harse  of  a  few  drips  through  a  small  aperture  still  re- 
maining in  the  perineum. 

In  several  instances  he  has  removed  the  upper,  and  parts  of  the 
lower  jaw.  f'.r  the  disea&es  not  unfrequently  invading  those  bones 
— an<i  w:tl:in  the  last  ten  or  tw«.'lve  vears  he  has  had  numerous 
cases  in  plastic  surscerv.  In  three  oases,  he  had  fair  success,  in 
making  an  artificial  nose,  and  in  .ne  case,  failed.  In  repairing 
cheeks  and  lips.  L;st  by  sloughin*;  in  childhood,  he  has  had  seversd 
ca£ies.  with  verv  satisfactorv  results. 

Within  the  last  f-jur  vears.  Dr.  ilussev  lijritated.  at  four  weeks' 
interval,  both  oan}tid3  successfullv.  for  aneurismal  enlararement 
of  the  artL'rit^s  about  the  ear.  Within  tiie  same  period.  Dr.  3L 
obtained  a  perfect  cur».»  by  operation,  of  a  re-'to-vaginal  fistula. 
Both  eas«.*s  are  detailed  in  the  JL/*.  Jour,  JteJ.  &^Vtk'<^.  at  Fhil&, 
1853. 

Dr.  llussey's  private  character  and  history  remain  for  a  differ- 
ent record.  That  his  life  has  been  full  of  successful  labor,  possi- 
ble only  to  a  firm  and  enerscetic  perseverance,  this  professional 
outline  will  indicate — that  it  has  been  for  manv  vears  controlled 
by  the  principles  of  an  earnest  ami  conscientious  Christianity,  is 
its  better  testimonv.  His  attention  was  roused  in  earlv  life  to 
the  necessity  of  a  temperance  reformation,  and  his  agency  in  that 
movement  has  been  not  only  prominent  frt)m  the  first,  but  consist- 
ently progressive  with  the  growth  of  public  sentiment — unless  it 
mav  be  said  to  have  been,  at  times,  in  advance  of  it.  For  more 
than  twentv  vears,  he  has  been  a  water-drinker,  and  for  almost 

•i  V 

the  same  period,  a  practical  vegetarian,  in  accordance  with  what 
he  believes  to  be  the  true  principles  of  hygiene. 

His  health  at  the  present  time  is  unusual  for  a  man  who  is  76 
years  of  age.  He  has  the  vigor,  elasticity,  and  capability  of  men 
much  younger.  He  attends  to  his  daily  professional  duties,  per- 
forms surgical  operations,  and  delivers  his  didactic  and  clinical 
lectures,  with  great  ease  to  himself;  and  his  teachings  are  highly 
■{qpredated  by  his  class. 
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Abt.  VL —  On  tome  Diseases  of  Women  admitting  of  SurffuxU  Treatment,  By  Isaac 
Baker  Brown,  F.  R.  C.  S.  (by  exam.) ,  Surgeon  Accoacher  to  St  Mary's  Hospital, 
Vice  President  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  Fellow  of  the  £pidemilogical 
Society,  Corresponding  Fellow  of  the  Obstetrical  Society,  Berlin,  etc  Ulustra- 
ted  by  twenty  four  wood  engravings.  Philadelphia:  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1856. 
276  pp. 

This  work  makes  no  pretensions  to  completeness,  while,  at  the 
same  time,  it  contains  a  very  considerable  amount  of  information 
in  a  department  of  surgery  that  has  been  very  much  neglected 
until  recently.  We  are  also  happy  to  add  that  some  of  the  most 
important  improvements  in  this  department  have  been  made  by 
gentlemen  in  our  own  country  ;  and  we  refer  with  pride  to  Drs. 
Hayward,  of  Boston ;  Sims,  of  New  York,  formerly  of  Montgom- 
ery, Alabama;  and,  recently,  a  commendable  zeal,  with  some 
favorable  results,  has  been  shown  by  Dr.  Bozeman,  of  Montgomery, 
Alabama.  It  is  indeed  most  gratifying  that  this  important  suV 
ject  is  being  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  for  a  separate  treat- 
ise, and  must  be  looked  upon  as  an  indication  of  the^dawn  of  a 
better  day  in  regard  to  improvements  in  treating  the  diseases  and 
accidents  incident  to  the  female  sex. 

The  subjects  are  divided  into  two  sections :  1.  Diseases  or  acci- 
dents which  result  directly  or  indirectly  from  parturition. 
II.  Diseases  or  accidents  of  the  female  organs  accruing  independ- 
ently of  pregnancy. 

Chapter  I.  Laceration  or  Rupture  of  the  Perineum, — This  sub- 
ject is  treated  of  under  the  heads  of  Frequency  of  the  accident, 
Varieties,  Predisposing  causes,  Prevention,  Consequences,  Difficul- 
ties of  treatment,  Surgical  history  of  the  subject,  Recorded  cases. 
Centra-indications  to  operating.  Time  of  operating,  Instruments, 
Mode,  After  treatment.  General  Criticisms  and  suggestions,  and 
Cases,  with  their  history.  This  will  give  some  idea  of  the  com- 
pleteness of  manner  of  treating  subjects.  The  whole  is  done 
with  clearness  and  perspicuity. 

Chapter  II.  Prolapse  of  the  vagina,  under  different  forms. 

Chapter  IIL    Prolapse  of  the  Uterus.    This  is  a  very  short 


318  BarUm  amd  SkiutM.  P>l7» 

diapter  on  an  important  sabjecL  The  direcrioBS  giTen  for  treat- 
ment are  jadicioos,  bat  brief.  To  pessari^  <i  all  forms,  as 
mechanical  supports,  he  objects  deddedlj.  Qe  sajsy  ^  as  a  general 
mle,  thej  are  bad :  thej  are  pctme  to  produce  irritation  and 
excoriation,  and  with  these,  leoeorrheae^ ;  thej  are  incompatible 
with  perfect  cleanliness :  and  thej  stretch  and  tend  to  keep  op 
the  relaxation  of  the  canaL  For  the  purpose  of  affording  local 
support,  a  form  o(  perineal  bandage  is  recommended,  whkh.  we 
belieTe,  as  a  general  role,  is  w<xth  all  the  pe^arks  and  endleas 
fariedes  of  ''  saj^NMters  ^  that  w^e  eTer  indented  and  hruoght 
into  notice.  Ic  is  plain,  simple  and  effectiTe.  We  haTe  used 
them  according  to  his  pattern,  given  bj  a  wood  cat  in  the  book, 
and  hare  foand  them  Tahiable.  We  have  for  manj  jears  ased 
an  article  constructed  upon  the  same  principle,  and  had,  long 
before  we  saw  the  book,  discarded  all  patent  ^supporters,'' 
made  up  of  ^rings^  clicks  and  rackets,  that  are  harped  upon 
bj  the  Tenders  of  these  humbugsw  The  commonitj  has  been 
sorelj  afflicted  bj  these  inventionsy  and  hare  often  fallen  willing 
victinis  to  some  yji  the  most  rile  diarlatans  of  the  tnuea.'^ 

The  sabseq^aent  chapters  are  upon  ITtsmeo-Viiffmal  Kttsda, 
Stscto-  Vagmtd  Rthdoj,  Laaermted  Vagina.  Riypua  of  ike  Uterufj 
Skme  in  tk^  Temale  Bladder ^  Y(M»cidar  TnkTmxr  in  the  Meatu*  UrmBt- 
riu^r  LnjjerfQrate  Sjfmefiy  laieyeied  Tkmor  of  the  Labior  Biaeaae^  of 
tk&  Bixtwaky  remiUing  from  certain  condiiiona  of  the  Uierwi,  and 
Ovarian  Brop^  or  Mwyt^ed  Bropey  of  the  Chary. 

These  subjectas  are  all  treated  of  in  a  thorough  manner^  and 
we  can  recommend  this  work  as  being  one  of  value  to  everj 
practitioner^ 

For  sale  bj  Moore,  Wilstath^  Kejs  &  Orerend.     Price,  $1  75. 


Abt.  til — Thu  Prineipi»  (smi  fV«L'tii»  of  f}pthai7me  Jfix&me  imd  Stm^ery.  Br  T. 
Wbajetuk  Joaxs>  W.  £L  iSk — Fb>f«d8or  uf  Optkalnuc  Medieiiie  andSnrgerj  iii  tke 
XJaiTtsrsi^  College^  Loailon^  elc.,  with  110  Lllii2«tiutiiiii&  Second  Atihtti-m 
tditlon,  with  aAiiiitioii^  fr^m  the  ^wcunU  %ad  reriaiKi  LomiDn  «3dztxoii>    P!iiljMM> 

EvEBX  physician  is  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  act  in  the 
capacitj  oi  eje  siirgeon»  and  s«idi  physicians  as  derote  a  leasos- 
aU»  dfigiee  of  attention  to  thi»  departsu^nt^  will  find  thm  item 
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of  their  professional  daties  a  very  important  one,  both  in  amount 
and  character.  No  one  can  get  along  without  a  good  and  reliable 
manual,  for  convenient  reference,  such  as  the  one  now  before  na ; 
and  we  cordially  commend  this  little  book  of  Wharton  Jones  to 
the  Profession,  as  in  every  way  worthy  of  their  confidence.  We 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  consulting  Dr.  Littell's  excellent  little 
work  for  some  years  past.  Either,  however,  will  prove  a  safe  and 
desirable  hand-book. 

The  illustrations  of  Wharton  Jones'  work  are  copious  and  very 
satisfactory.  As  usual,  this  republication  has  an  American 
editor,  but  if  we  except  a  valuable  chapter  on  granular  lids,  it  is 
difficult  to  trace  his  labors  to  any  extent. 

For  sale  by  Moore,  Wilstach,  Keys  &  Overend.     Price,  $1  50. 

X 


A&T.  VIIL — Atlaa  of  Cutaneous  Diseases.    By  J.  Moobe  Nelioan,  M.  D.,  Edin.,  M. 
B.  J.  A.,  etc.    Philadelphia:  Blanchard  &  Lea.    1856. 

This  work  contains  sixteen  beautifully  colored  plates,  illustra- 
ting ninety  varieties  of  cutaneous  diseases.  The  plates  are  accom- 
panied with  letter-press  explanations,  and  the  whole  is  adapted 
to  thQ  "  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin,"  by  the  same  author ; 
at  the  same  time,  however,  alike  adapted  to  any  systematic  work 
on  this  subject. 

For  sale  by  Moore,  Wilstach,  Keys  &  Overend.     Price,  $4  50. 
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Abt.  IX. — Manual  of  Chemical  Physiology.  From  the  German  of  Prof.  C.  G.  Lbh- 
M AN,  M.  D.  Translated,  with  notes  and  additions,  by  J.  Cheston  Morkis,  M.  D. 
with  an  introductory  essay  on  Vital  Force,  by  Samuel  Jackson,  M.  D.,  Professor 
ixL  University  of  P^insylyania^  etc.  Illustrated  with  forty  wood  cuts.  -  Phila* 
delphia :  Blanchard  &  Lea.,  1856. 

Some  months  since,  we  had  occasion  to  call  the  attention  of  our 
readers  to  the  very  complete  work  on  Physiological  Chemistry, 
by  Prof.  Lehman.  The  work  before  us  now,  may  be  regarded  as 
an  epitome  of  the  large  work  which  we  have  already  noticed,  by 
the  same  author,  and  on  account  of  its  size  will  be  a  more  accept- 
able book  to  a  large  portion  of  the  Profession,  whose  time  is  too 
much  occupied  for  the  study  of  extensive  books.     The  labors  of 
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the  Translator,  Dr.  Morris,  seem  to  have  been  performed  yery 
satisfactorily ;  and  he  has  added  to  the  valae  of  the  work,  by 
throiring  into  the  form  of  an  appendix  brief  physidogical  notes 
on  topics  kindred  to  the  general  scope  of  the  volome,  which, 
especially  to  the  student,  will  increase  the  utility  of  this 
"  Manual."  The  able  Professor  of  Institutes  in  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  Dr.  Samuel  Jackson,  has  furnished  a  prefatory 
essay  on  Vital  Force,  dissenting  from  the  views  taught  by  Prof. 
Lehman,  in  the  body  of  the  treatise.  But  while  Prof.  Jackson 
thus  guards  against  what  he  regards  as  errors  of  the  author,  he 
at  the  same  time  commends  the  work  as  a  text-book  to  the  gen- 
tlemen of  his  classes. 

For  sale  by  Moore,  Wilstach,  Keys  &  Overend.     Price,  $2  25. 
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COBBESFONDENCE. 


Sydney,  BoTAinr  Bay,  March,  1856. 

Editors  of  Cincinnati  Medical  Observer  : — I  have  just  got 
married,  and,  with  the  idol  of  my  heart,  I  am  making  a  tour, 
that  I  may  spend  my  honey-moon  pleasantly ;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  having  an  eye  to  notoriety,  propose  exhibiting  myself  to 
the  distinguished  characters  of  this  fraction  of  her  majesty's 
dominions ;  confident  that  when  they  hear  an  American  physician 
has  arrived,  and  especially  when  they  find  out  he  is  accompanied 
by  one  of  America's  fairest  daughters,  and  that  his  personne  is 
dutingue,  and  that  his  natural  gifts  and  attainments  are  far 
above  mediocrity  (for  I  have  with  me  my  prize  Essay,  and  several 
popular  addresses  which  were  received  with  such  distinguished 
favor  in  my  own  dear  land,  and  which  I  intend,  at  the  earliest 
opportunity,  to  present  to  them) — all  the  dite  of  the  town  will  turn 
out  en  masse  to  see  me.  It  is  true,  I  have  not  yet  oreated  much 
excitement.  But  I  have  been  here  an  hour  only,  and  have  hardly 
taken  time  to  rid  myself  of  the  dust,  so  anxious  am  I  to  engage  in 
my  favorite  exercise  of  literary  composition.  I  do  not  propose  just 
yet  to  give  you  a  very  "  racy  sketch.''     I  must  defer  this  until 
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the  savoM  have  called  upon  me,  and  we  (don'i  forget  I  ha?e 
recently  deserted  my  bachelorship)  have  partaken  of  English 
hospitality.  I  wish  now  to  express,  as  far  as  langaage  will  allow, 
my  views  of  matrimony,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  induce  some  of 
my  very  distinguished  bachelor  friends  to  follow  my  example.  It 
seems  to  me  as  if  by  enchantment,  I  had  been  wafted  to  some 
fairy  region.  I  tread  lighter,  I  hold  my  head  higher  than  I 
ever  did,  and  I  sp^ak  and  write  in  a  ''more  elegant  and 
felicitous  manner''  (which  you  know  has  characterized  my 
lectures)  than  I  thought  it  was  possible  for  mortal  man  to  da 
There  is  a  charm  in  matrimony.  It  keeps  the  mind  bathed  in  a 
lake  of  bliss,  and  throws  a  sunshine  over  the  countenance  which 
nothing  else  can  do.  But  why  attempt  to  portray  the  emotions, 
which  in  gentle  wavelets  roll  across  my  peaceful  breast.  The  Eng- 
lish language  is  too  meager  to  use  as  a  medium  for  this  purpose. 
I  am  almost  tempted  to  try  the  langue  Franeaise,  but  how  few  of 
your  readers  would  understand  a  word  I  write ;  I,  therefore, 
must  abandon  all  attempts  to  do  justice  to  the  subject,  and  leave 
it  with  a  quotation  from  Shakspeare,  (an  author  among  a  great 
number   I   am  very  fond   of  quoting  in  my  Clinical  lectures) : 

"  Go  to,  Bachelor,  get  a  wife." 

I  had  just  thrown  down  my  pen — a  faithful  goose-quill  which 
has  served  me  many  years,  the  same  I  wrote  my  prize  essay,  etc., 
with,  and  was  about  indulging  in  happy  visions  of  the  future, 
when  I  was  aroused  from  my  incipient  revery  by  a  knock  on  my 
door.  Upon  dignifiedly  saying  ''  come  in,"  a  servant,  in  splendid 
livery,  appeared  with  a  magnificent  silver  waiter,  and  thereupon 
a  most  exquisitely  beautiful  and  deliciously  perfumed  embossed 
gold-edged  card,  with  finely  engraved  thereon  the  name  of  the 
most  distinguished  son  of  Esculapius  in  Botany  Bay.  At  first,  I 
assure  you,  I  felt  very  mijch  flumbusticated,  but  soon  regained 
my  accustomed  self-possession,  and  found  no  difficulty  in  enter- 
taining my  distinguished  guest  in  my  usual  elegant  and  felicitous 
manner.  We,  for  six  long  hours,  roved  over  the  hills  of  litera- 
ture and  traversed  the  vales  of  science,  until  exhausted  we  both 
exclaimed,  a  Pegasus,  a  Pegasus,  my  Professorship  for  a  Pegasus ! 
But  no  Pegasus  came ;  but  tired  nature's  sweet  restorer,  balmy 
sleep,  locked  up  our  senses  till  the  gray  tint  of  the  morning  dawn 
VOL.  L — ^NO.  7 — 21. 
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appeared  apon  tbe  eastern  horizon.  In  tlie  meantime,  wliai 
ajdendid  proepecU  appeared  before  me.  I  dreamed  I  had  been 
transplanted  from  the  fields  of  mj  earlj  achierementa  to  the  Old 
World,  there  to  assume  the  responsible  position  of  Profeasor  of 
Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  most  renowned  medical  institution  on 
the  continent  I  had  jnst  made  my  debut  before  a  crowded  audi- 
tory, and  was  about  to  address  them  in  mj  **  usual  elegant  and 
felicitous  manner,"  when  m j  wife,  who,  at  a  reasonable  hour,  had 
retired  to  our  conch  in  an  adjoining  room,  waking  with  the  break 
of  day,  and  finding  herself  alone,  frantically  rushed  into  the 
room  and  upset  all  my  '*  airy  castles."  What  became  of  my 
distinguished  visitor  I  have  not  yet  found  out;  not  a  trace  of 
him  hare  I  yet  seen,  except  a  mitpender  button  of  a  most  curious 
pattern,  which  I  have  carefully  presenred,  and  will  deposit  in  our 
museum  when  I  return.  Excuse  me  for  the  present,  as  I  must 
make  my  toilet  that  I  may  be  prepared  to  welcome  the  many  dis- 
tinguished individuals  who  no  doubt  will  call  upon  me  to-day. 

An  reroir,  6.  A.  Su 


EDITOBIAI.  AKD  MISCEI.I.AKT. 


THE  OHIO  STATE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

Wa  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  the  annual  meeting  of  this 
Society,  during  the  last  month,  in  the  city  of  Columbua.  The 
meeting  was  a  large  and  enthusiastic  one.  We  expected,  we  must 
confess,  to  have  met  a  larger  number  of  members  than  we  found 
present.  The  first  day,  and  part  of  the  second,  were  taken  up 
with  the  preamble  and  resolutions,  offered  by  Dr.  M.  B.  Wright, 
of  this  city.  These  resolutions  will  be  found  in  the  minutes  in 
this  number.  They  were  pointless,  and  meaningless,  and  every 
,  one  wondered  what  they  meant.  In  the  speech  which  the  gentle- 
man delivered,  the  Society  soon  discovered  that  the  resolutions 
were  merely  offered  so  as  he  might  make  hi$  speech.  We  must 
aay,  the  speech  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  resolutions,  and  was 
abusive,  in  bad  taste,  and  bore  evident  marks  of  being  delivered 
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to  gratify  private  feelings  of  revenge.  We  think  the  majority 
80  regarded  it  This  gentleman  has  had  a  wonderful  success  in 
making  himself  disagreeable  to  the  Society, — in  disturbing  the 
harmony  of  the  meetings,  and  preventing  the  discussion  of  im- 
portant matters,  for  the  last  five  or  six  years.  We  have  been 
nnable  to  discover,  however,  that  he  has  made  any  solid  reputa* 
tion  by  such  a  course.  The  truth  is,  the  State  Society  must  not 
in  the  future  be  made  the  arena  for  the  exhibition  of  the  private 
quarrels,  or  personal  piques  of  any  one. 

The  Society  is  not  the  place  for  disappointed  persons  to  make 
their  attacks  on  Medical  Colleges  or  Journals,  unless  they  have 
been. pursuing  a  course  inimical  to  the  Profession  at  large.  In 
saying  this  much,  we  believe  we  but  reflect  the  opinion  of  a  goodly 
number,  if  not  the  majority  of  the  Society. 

The  majority  report  of  the  special  committee  on  a  plan  for  the 
regulation  of  the  practice  of  physic  in  the  State,  gave  rise  to  a 
lengthy  and  interesting  discussion.  This  report  will  be  found 
in  the  proceedings  of  last  year.  We  ask  the  attention  of » our 
readers  to  it,  for  it  is  bound  to  come  up  again  ere  long. 

The  opinion  is  slowly  gaining  ground  in  the  Profession  through- 
out the  entire  country,  that  the  power  to  examine  and  grant 
degrees  ought  to  be  taken  from  the  Faculties  of  the  Colleges. 
This  report  took  strong  ground  in  favor  of  having  the  Legisla- 
ture appoint  a  Board  of  Censors  in  each  Congressional  District, 
for  the  purposes  of  examining  and  deciding  on  the  qualifications 
of  all  who  propose  to  practice  medicine  in  the  State. 

The  whole  system  of  medical  education,  and  conferring  degrees, 
is  radically  deficient.  We  hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  a 
long  step  will  be  taken  forward  to  reform  the  evils  of  our  present 
system. 

The  discussion  on  this  subject,  in  the  Society,  will  not  be  with- 
out good  results. 

The  resolution  of  our  friend  Dr.  Green,  of  Cambridge,  to 
appoint  a  committee  in  each  Congressional  District  to  circulate 
petitions,  asking  the  Legislature  to  pass  a  bill  compelling  the 
makers  and  venders  of  all  quack  medicines,  sold  in  the  State,  to 
publish  the  names  and  quantities  of  each  ingredient,  gave  rise  to 
considerable  discussion,  but  finally  passed.  We  are  fully  convinced 
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that  inch  a  law  can  be  passed  b j  the  LegialatiiTe^  if  the  FrofiBHioii 
throQghoat  the  State  will  only  gi^e  itself  to  the  work. 

A  great  deal  of  dtssatisfaction  was  expressed  at  the  way  in 
which  the  beneYolent  institutions  of  the  Stale  have  been  managed. 
The  workings  of  these  houses  have  been  serionaly  damaged  by 
the  many  political  changes.  No  sooner  does  one  political  party 
get  power,  than  it  begins  to  tarn  out  and  pat  into  office.  Soperin- 
tendents  of  Lunatic  Asylums  (who,  of  all  others,  should  not  be 
known  for  their  political  senrices)  hare  been  unceremoniously 
dismissed,  and  some  new  man  appointed,  because  he  is  and  has 
been  a  politician.  The  effect  of  all  this  is  manifest  in  our  beaer- 
olent  institutions.  The  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Society 
expressed  themselves  strongly  on  this  point,  in  passing  a  resolu- 
tion to  hold  a  special  meeting  of  the  Society  in  Columbus  on  the 
third  Tuesday  of  January  next,  to  bring  before  the  notice  (rf*  the 
Legislature  the  evils  consonant  to  the  present  management, 
of  the  public  institutions,  as  well  as  to  exert  its  influence  in  favor 
of  the  passage  of  a  bill  to  regulate  the  sale  of  quack  medicines. 

Several  very  interesting  reports  were  read,  one  or  two  of  which 
were  fully  discussed. 

We  can  not  forbear  to  call  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the 
State  Society.  Some  complain  loudly  that  time  is  not  given  for 
scientific  discussion,  but  that  matters  of  local  and  minor  import- 
ance are  pressed  too  much  on  the  attention  of  the  members. 
These  gentlemen  must 'remember,  that  we  have  a  Science,  and  an 
Art,  and  that  all  discassion,  no  matter  how  tedious,  and  some- 
times it  may  be  offensive/  is  not  without  good.  We  were  highly 
delighted  to  find  that  the  Society  expressed,  through  many 
members,  on  several  occasions,  its  strong  detemiination  to  support 
the  Code  of  Ethics.  The  Code  is  our  platform— ^the  platform  of 
the  regular  scientific  Profession ;  and  we  feel  convinced  that  all 
who  do  not  support  it,  will  be  expelled  the  society  <^  gentlemen. 
At  any  rate,  it  will  be  a  useless  and  vain  effort,  on  the  part  of 
any  one,  to  get  the  Society  to  retrograde  as  it  has  once  done. 

Our  brethren  in  Columbus  received  the  Society  with  open  arms, 
and  assuredly  comforted  the  inner,  as  well  as  the  outer  man. 
The  banquet,  given  at  the  Neil  House,  was  a  happy  and  pleasant 
affair,  and  no  doubt  a  motion  to  hold  the  meeting  in  Columbus 
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in  1858  will  pass.  Let  us  hope  that  a  large  meeiing  will  be 
held  in  Sandusky  next  year.  Oar  friend,  Dr.  McMeens,  assarei 
ns  that  the  Society  will  not  regret  its  meeting  in  Sandasky,  and 
from  what  we  know  of  the  Sandusky  Profession,  we  beliere  il 
These  meetings  of  the  State  Society  are  always  hailed  with 
pleasure  by  us,  and  we  trust  we  shall  be  able  to  meet  many  of 
our  brethren  in  Sandusky  in  1857.  f 


ALEXIS   ST.    MARTIN   IN  CINCINNATI. 

Thb  name  of  this  gentleman  is  familiar  to  physiological  stu- 
dents, as  being  one  of  the  most  remarkable  curiosities  in  Medical 
Science.  Some  thirty  years  ago  he  was  wounded  in  the  stomach 
by  the  discharge  of  a  gun,  and  upon  recovering,  an  opening  was 
left  into  the  stomach,  whereby  Dr.  Boumont  was  enabled  to  make 
a  series  of  experiments  illustrating  the  process  of  digestion  as  it 
takes  place  in  the  stomach,  the  properties  of  gastric  juice,  chyle, 
etc:  the  results  of  these  experiments  have  found  their  way  into 
every  work  on  Physiology.  For  twenty  years  or  more,  however, 
St.  Martin  has  been  withdrawn  from  public  attention,  and  by 
medical  readers  was  supposed  to  be  dead. 

A  few  months  since,  Dr.  Bunting,  of  Montreal,  made  an 
arrangement  with  him,  for  observations  and  experiments,  and 
under  his  charge  he  has  been  shown  to  the  physicians  of  many  of 
the  principal  cities  of  this  country.  Dr.  B.  visited  this  city  and 
presented  St.  Martin  to  a  large  number  of  our  physicians,  on  the 
13th  of  June,  in  the  amphitheater  of  the  Miami  Medical  College* 
Dr.  Bunting  read  an  account  of  his  case,  and  exhibited  the  open* 
ing,  together  with  some  experiments — he  introduced  a  thermom- 
eter bulb  into  the  stomach,  showing  the  temperature  100°  Fahr. 
A  glass  tube  was  introduced  and  a  small  quantity  of  chyle  was 
withdrawn.  St.  Martin  drank  a  tumbler  or  two  of  water,  which 
he  ejected  through  the  orifice  by  a  simple  contraction  of  the 
abdominal  muscles. 

St  Martin  is  now  fifty-three  years  of  age,  but  looks  much 
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joanger  than  he  roaHj  is,  and  is  appamtly  aond  sad  hesltliy, 
of  mediam  liight^  BpMre  and  moacnlar,  and  kas  a  deeply  bronxed 
eoontenanee.  He  is  the  father  of  seTenteen  childreB,  fife  <^ 
wh<mi  are  nov  liTing.  We  kam.  Dr.  Baating  will  shortly  leare 
this  eoontry  for  a  wit  with  St.  MartiB  to  iiOMf.  of  the  leading 
physiologists  ot  Eon^,  as  Carpenter,  JoneSp  e^  % 


m^»  m 


BANQUET  OF  THB  STATS  MSDICAL  SOCIKTT. 

Ths  banqoet  giren  to  the  members  of  the  Ohio  St^e  Medical 
Society  by  the  Profinsioa  of  Colombns,  csme  off  oq  Wednesday 
crening  at  the  Neil  Honae,  and  was  certainly  a  Terj  creditaUe 
affiiir,  both  to  the  Profession  of  that  d^,  and  to  "^  Mine  Host.*' 

Sapper  was  annoanced  aboat  ten  o'dock,  and  a  large  company, 
members  of  the  Society ^  and  invited  guests^ — indoding  a  goodly 
array  of  ladies, — sat  down  to  the  table,  CTidently  diqpoKd  to  do 
JQStioe  to  the  good  cheer  so  amply  provided  for  the  orrasinB  Dr. 
Allen,  President,  took  the  head  of  the  table,  ami  requested  onr 
old  friend,  BeT.  Mr.  Gowdy,  to  ask  the  DiTine  blessing  ^pcm  the 
lepast,  and  the  profession. 

At  the  close  of  the  repast,  a  number  of  toasts  were  giien  and 
responded  to  in  neat  and  approprcite  speeches.  Prod  Baker 
responded  to  the  first  sentiment — "-  The  Medieal  Professaon  p''  Sl 
&  CojE,  E^.,  to  "*  The  Mediu-al  ami  Legal  Profesaons;^  Joseph 
Geiger,  Esq.,  made  the  speech  of  the  evening ;  it  was  brim-fall 
«f  wit^  hamor  and  eloqaenre.  Mr.  Creigjer  paraesaes^  in  m  high 
degree,  that  rarest  of  capacities,  the  tact  £jr  making  m  good 
sapper  speech ;  and  we  respectfully  suggest  hereafter,  that  on 
Bsch  occasions  oar  State  Society  have  a  special  committe  to  saper- 
intend  the  oratorical  efforts  of  our  Professional  brethren. 

At  midnight  the  company  dispersed  in  the  best  of  hunor  with 
all  mankind ;  aiui  the  Pru&ssloo,  we  trust,  if  no4  deserving  the 
good  things  said  of  them  through  the  evening,  lefb  witk  m  detn^ 
mmalkm  to  become  SOL  X 
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VITAL   STATISTICS.   ETC. 

To  THE  Editors  op  the  Observer  : — In  the  last  namber  of  your 
journal  you  call  attention  to  the  Beports  of  the  Commercial  Ho0> 
pital  and  City  Infirmary,  and  indulge  in  reflections  character- 
ized by  as  little  of  fairness  as  philosophy. 

No  one  will  dispute  with  you  the  importance  of  vital  statistics ; 
but  to  be  really  useful,  it  is  necessary  they  should  be  not  only 
fairly  made  out,  but  fairly  interpreted. 

You  garble  the  Reports,  to  establish  certain  discrepancies,  and 
then  amuse  yourselves  by  pointing  to  their  existence. 

The  difference  in  the  statements  of  the  Steward  of  the  Com- 
mevcial  Hospital  and  Prof.  Armor,  in  regard  to  admissions, 
deaths,  etc.,  is  no  more  than  what  has  frequently  occurred  before, 
and  has  been 'again  and  again  explained  in  the  lieports  them- 
selves. The  Steward  keeps  a  register  simply  of  persons  admitted 
to  the  house,  while  the  other  gives  the  number  of  cases  treated. 
That  the  latter  should  be  greater  than  the  former,  is  easily 
understood, ;  for  it  is  not  unusual  for  a  patient,  first  admitted  to 
the  surgiqal  wards,  to  pa^,  subsequently,  without  leaving  the 
house,  to  the  medical  ward,  to  be  treated  for  a  disease  entirely 
distinct  He  is  properly  entered  in  the  books  of  both  departs 
ments,  and  makes  two  cases. 

Why  the  number  of  deaths  is  differently  stated  is  fully 
explained  by  Prof.  Armor  himself,  in  a  marginal  note  to  his 
report,  which  says  that  he  has  excluded  from  his  tables  **  all  cases 
that  died  before  they  reached  the  Hospital,  as  well  as  all  still- 
born children  in  the  Hospital." 

It  is  well  known  to  you  that  Prof.  Armor  has  stated,  correctly, 
that  **  all  extreme  and  danoerous  cases  are,  of  necessity,  sent  to 
the  Hospital;  the  more  chronic,  curable  and  lighter  forms  of 
disease  being  sent  to  the  City  Infirmary."  It  was  necessary, 
however,  for  you  to  destroy  the  force  of  so  good  a  reason  as  this 
for  any  large  mortality  that  might  present,  and  with  an  anscru- 
pulousness  of  which  we  did  not  deem  you  capable,  you  entirely 
misrepresent  the  statement  in  the  Report  of  the  City  Infirmary. 
Dr.  Graham  does  not  say,  as  you  assert,  that  one-third  of  his 
recnpts  were  necessarily  fatal.  He  makes  the  remark  simply  of 
eighteen  of  the  fifty-three  persons  who  died  ! 

Upon  the  mode  of  calculating  the  per  centage  of  mortality, 
there  may  well  be  a  difference,  still  I  must  insist  that  no  one  is  very 
likely  to  be  deceived  when  the  particular  plan  adopted  is  fairly 
stated.  Prof.  Armor  is  not  singular  in  this  matter,  and  it  is  most 
true  that  he  is  supported  in  his  method  *'  by  no  other  Institntion 
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with  which  we  are  acquainted ; ''  for  the  Terj  Kew  York  HoaiMtal 
Bepori  from  which  yoa  quote,  sums  up  its  leaalta  in  the  same 
waj,  and  then  makes  the  remark,  '*  as  if  the  other  plan  were  rather 
wnosoal ; ''  or  taking  the  ratio  of  mortality  wpon  all  diarfcarged 
(at  u  done  in  wome  stoHdicM  of  {hi»  nature),  etc: 

So  then,  Pn^  Armor's  Bepori,  whidi  is  not  diakaneiOywuuUmp, 
stands  thus : 

Whole  number  of  cases  treated,        -        -        -    »    -  1,212 

Wh<de  number  of  Deaths  (including  art,  inarf.),    -  171 

Bate  per  cent  of  mortality,  14^*/^, 

Now,  admitting  the  difference  of  3/^^  p^i"  cei^^  u>  faror  of  the 
New  York  Hospital,  we  must  beg  to  call  jour  attention  to  another 
point,  without  due  regard  to  which  all  mere  figures  are  useless. 

You  will  agree  with  me  that  it  is  an  essential  condition,  in 
drawing  correct  inferences,  or  in  establishing  an j.  therapeutical 
prineipk,  that  the  facts  to  be  investigated  shall  be  8u£Bcientlj 
fixed  and  definite  to  be  comparable.  The  subjects  of  the  disease 
ought  to  be  the  same,  taken  from  the  same  locality — ^the  same 
dass  of  population,  and  thej  should  be  afiected  as  nearlj  alike  as 
possible  by  the  same  causes,  whether  operating  intrinsically  or 
extrinsically.  A  failure  in  any  one  of  these  conditions  destroys, 
just  so  far  as  it  goes,  the  value  and  legitimacy  of  ourconclnsiona. 

Now,  are  the  cases  th^t  go  to  make  up  these  Beports  com- 
parable? Perhaps  not.  Of  one  thing  we  are  certain,  that  here, 
in  the  Commercial  Hospital,  the  worst  cases, — ^the  sick,  the  dying, 
and  sometimes  even  the  dead,  are  received  without  discrimination, 
while  in  the  New  York  Institution,  if  we  except  the  cases  of 
severe  accident,  *^paiieni9  are  not  received  whose  cases  do  not 
appear,  to  the  medical  or  surgical  officers,  to  admit  of  cure  or  relief P 

G. 


Isl  We  are  very  much  surprised  that  6.  has  attempted  to 
defend  the  system  of  multiplying  cases  by  transferring  them  from 
ward  to  ward.  By  this  method  the  rate  per  cent  of  mortality 
may  be  made  appear  very  low,  when  it  is  really  very  high. 
We  can  conceive,  by  this  plan,  how  a  loss  of  twenty-five  per  cenl 
may  be  made  appear  as  low  as  six  per  cent  A  man,  for 
example,  is  sent  to  the  Commercial  Hospital,  with  an  ague ;  is 
cured  in  the  medical  ward,  but  has,  to-morrow,  an  optbalmia  and 
is  removed  to  the  surgical  ward ;  is  cured,  and  goes  back  with  a 
diarrhea ;  is  transferred  again  for  an  erysipelas ;  so  that  in  a  few 
weeks  this  one  man  is  made  to  represent  a  doien.    The  naked 
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^nestion  is— -of  the  sick  sent  by  the  Trustees  to  the  Commercial 
Hospital,  how  many  died  ?  No  one  can  doubt  for  a  moment  that 
the  number  of  cases  admitted  and  discharged  by  the  Begistrar  is 
the  trne  foundation  of  rate  per  cent,  of  mortality,  and  not  the 
cases,  that  may  be  multiplied  in  the  wards.  The  same  man  may 
have  three  or  four  diseases  at  once.  Are  these  to  be  called  sepa- 
rate cases  ?  If  cases  died  before  they  reached  the  hospital,  it  id 
yery  remarkable  that  the  Steward  should  have  entered  them  on 
his  list  as  living  men  received.  In  regard  to  the  still-born,  did 
they  die-  during  labor,  or  as  the  result  of  it,  or  had  they  been 
dead  in  utero  ?    Science  has  a  right  to  ask  the  qnestion. 

2d.  Our  remark  is  evidently  intended  to  apply  to  those  of  his 
receipts  that  are  in  his  dead  list.  He  treated  over  five  hundred 
cases.  Of  these  he  lost  llf  per  cent.,  or  1  in  8|.  Now,;as  this 
is  a  very  high  rate  of  mortality,  one  per  cent,  more  than  in  the 
Ne^  York  Hospital,  where  upon  nearly  one-half  of  their  dead  a 
coroner's  inquest  was  held,  showing  that  the  death  was  sudden 
and  violent,  how  can  he  justly  attempt  to  sustain  the  statement, 
that  "the  more  chronic,  curable  and  lighter  forms  of  disease  are 
sent  to  the  City  Infirmary."  When  we  look  at  the  tables  of  dis- 
eases treated,  as  published,  we  see  no  ground  for  the  statement 
that  "  all  extreme  and  dangerous  cases  are,  of  necessity,  sent  to 
the  Commercial  Hospital."  Of  the  578  cases  treated  in  the  male 
medical  ward,  there  were  119  of  intermittent  fever,  40  of  remit- 
tent and  continued,  44  typhoid,  17  pneumonia,  54  acut?  and 
chronic  diarrhea,  41  acute  and  chronic  dysentery,  24  delirium 
tremens,  23  scurvy,  22  rheumatism,  etc.  Here  are  nearly  400 
cases  of  disease,  which  are  considered  within  the  reach,  usually, 
of  medical  science.  JEn  passant,  Prof.  Armor,  in  his  tables,  only 
accounts  for  9  cases  in  articulo  mortis,  while  in  his  estimate  of 
per  cent,  he  puts  them  down  at  41.  How  is  this?  Now,  in  view 
of  these  facts,  have  we  been  "  unscrupulous  ?," 

3d.  In  regard  to  the  mode  of  calculating  statistics,  we  have  so 
fully  expressed  ourselves  before  that  we  need  not  enlarge  now.  We 
used  the  word  "  honestly  "  in  the  sense  of  "  fairly.''  As  the  gen*- 
tlemen  insist  with  so  much  blindness  on  their  method,  we  must 
concede  to  them  honesty,  but  there  our  charity  pauses — their  per*- 
oeptions  are  extremely  dulL     How  does  any  practitioner  estimate 
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kis  Fpsolto  of  treatment?  does  lie  not  wait  to  kaov whether  those 
on  hand  get  well  or  die  ?  Bat  the  rule  we  applied  to  the  Com- 
mereial  HoBpital  and  Citj  Infirmary,  we  applied  to  New  York 
and  to  Paris.  So  that  no  adrantage  has  heen  taken  of  oor 
friend's  reports. 

Prof.  Armor  stated  his  mortality  at  lOf  per  eent.  G. 
makes  it  l^j'^,  hy  using  Prof.  Armor's  statement  of  cases 
treated,  not  of  those  admitted.  Now,  if  those  under  treatment, 
whose  cases  are  not  yet  determined,  are  dedaeted,  the  rate  on 
Armor's  own  table  is  nearly  16  per  eent.  Our  statement  of  17  j*^ 
per  cent.,  is  strictly  correct  according  to  the  Steward's  report  If 
we  allow  Prof.  Armor  his  method,  his  mortality  is  lOf ;  in  the 
New  York  Hospital  it  would  he  6^.  So,  to  he  dear,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  use  the  same  method  for  alL 

6.  quotes,  **  that  patients  are  not  received  into  the  New  York 
Hospital  whose  eases  do  not  appear  to  the  medical  or  surgical 
officers  to  admit  of  cure  or  relief,"  and  yet  the  report  says,  slighter 
cases  of  injury  or  disease,  which  they  formerly  received,  are  now 
treated  at  their  Dispensary.  In  fact,  830  out  of  1789  sorgical 
eases  arose  from  sudden  casualties. 

The  mortality  in  the  G)mmercial  Hospital  has  been  enormously 
high  for  years  past  Prof.  Lawson  accounted  for  it  hy  stating 
the  wretchedly  dilapidated  condition  of  the  house,  and  bad  venti- 
lation. 

The  Infirmary  Board  confirmed  the  statement  of  Prof.  Lawson 
in  their  last  report,  but  it  is  understood  that  the  medical  gentle- 
men wrote  to  the  Secretary  ci  the  Treasury,  that  this  was  only 
d<me  to  get  a  new  bouse  from  our  City  Council ;  that  the  present 
one  was  salubrious  enough.  ^ 


MEDICAL   CHANGES. 


'  Wb  learn  that  Prof.  Gross  has  resigned  his  chair  in  the 
University  of  Louisville,  and  has  accepted  the  chair  in  the  Jeffer- 
son Medical  College,  made  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Prof. 
Mutter. 

Our  friend,  Phit  Aoatin  &  Flinti  has  also  resigned  the 
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chair  of  Theory  and  Practice  in  the  University  of  Louisville. 
He  returns  to  Buffalo. 

Prof.  Bodgers  has  been  transferred  to  the  chair  of  Theory 

and  Practice,  and  Prof.  Breckenridge,  of  Kentucky  School,  placed 
in  the  chair  of  Materia  Medico. 

We  are  pleased   to   announce  to  our  readers,  and  his 

friends,  that  Prof.  L.  M.  Lawson  has  returned  to  this  city.  He 
has  resigned  his  chair  in  the  Kentucky  School,  and  intends  to 
open  an' office,  and  engage  in  the  active  duties  of  his  profession. 
Professor  Lawson  is  a  valuable  and  worthy  member  of  our  pro- 
fession, and  we  hail  his  return  among  us  at  the  present  time  with 
pleasure. 

Our  Louisville  neighbors  seem   determined  not  to  be 

behind  us  hereaway  in  the  many  ciianges  in  their  Schools.  We 
hope  they  may  be  more  fortunate  than  one  of  our  Schools  has 
been. 

Prof.  Ackley  has  resigned  the  chair  of  Surgery  in  the 

Cleveland  School.  The  Faculty  are  on  the  lookout  for  some  one 
to  fill  his  place. 

The  Commissioners  of  this  county,  since  our  last  issue, 

have  removed  Dr.  J.  J.  Quinn  from  the  management  of  the 
Lunatic  Asylum,  and  appointed  Dr.  0.  M.  Langdon  in  his 
place.  Dr.  Langdon  appointed  Dr.  Thacker  as  his  assistant,  in 
the  place  of  Dr.  Alexander,  the  former  assistant 

We  are  pained  to  announce  to  our  readers  that  the  ven- 
erable and  distinguished  Prof.  John  Locke,  late  Professor  of 
Chemistry  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  is  lying  very  ill. 
Profs.  Comegys  and  Mussey,  who  are  attending  him  in  consulta- 
tion with  Dr.  M.  B.  Wright,  regard  his  case  as  very  doubtful  for 
recovery.  To  those  of  our  readers  who  were  class-mates  with  us 
during  the  sessions  of  '43-4,  '44-5,  '45-6,  this  will  be  painful 
news.  The  memories  of  "  the  happy  days  when  we  were  young '' 
come  clustering  thick  and  fast  around  us,  as  we  write  this  brief 
note.  Harrison  and  Shotwell,  our  lamented  friends  and  masters, 
are  gone,  and  now  we  are  dreading  the  demise  of  Locke.  Who 
is  it  among  those  of  our  old  class-mates  who  will  read  this  with- 
out emotion  ?    Need  wo  say  more  to  call  up  the  regard  for  the 


883  JBiHoridl  and  MueOamf.  [July, 

man,  than  to  mention  the  closed  door  of  his  lectnre-room — ^the 
narrow  passage,  the  crowd,  the  strife  to  he  first  in  the  room — and 
finally,  the  langh  of  pleasure  of  Prof.  Locke,  at  the  rash  to  get 
in  when  the  door  was  opened  ?  Let  ns  hope  he  will  be  spared  yet 
awhile  for  science,  for  which  he  has  done  so  mnch.  f 


Afeyf  WarcU  with  Suhscriben. — With  this  nnmher  of  the 
0h9erver^  we  enter  npon  the  second  half  of  our  first  Tolame,  and 
thus  far,  in  the  history  of  our  enterprise,  our  success  has  been  in 
all  respects  beyond  our  anticipations ;  our  friends  may  therefore 
regard  the  future  of  the  Observer  as  a  fixed  fact — that  is,  if  they 
continue,  as  thus  far,  to  extend  their  kind  words,  and  more  sub- 
stantial encouragement.  A.nd  in  this  connection  we  wish  to  add 
a  word  about  payments :  Although  our  terms  make  it  indispens- 
able, almost  for  self-preservation,  to  adopt  the  cash  in  advance 
principle,  yet  in  quite  a  number  of  instances  we  have  raried  from 
that  rule — ^in  some  cases,  at  the  request  of  individuals,  in  others 
at  our  own  suggestion.  As  we  have,  howeyer,  cheerfully  taken 
these  friends,  many  of  them  strangers,  at  trust  for  the  first  half 
of  the  year,  we  hope  they  will  now  promptly  respandj  exhibiting  a 
hearty  good  will  to  take  us  for  the  balance.  Without  extending 
words,  then,  we  hare  come  to  a  point  in  the  business  affairs  of  this 
journal  that  requires  us  to  ask  a  prompt  remittance  from  aU 
unpctid  subscribers.  We  hope  our  friends  will  bear  in  mind  the 
infancy  of  our  enterprise,  and  respond  to  this  matter  in  such  a 
way  as  to  obviate  unreasonable*  sacrifice  on  our  part,  or  any 
wnreasonable  resort  to  private  resources  to  sustain  it.  | 

State  LuntxHc  Asylums. — The  Legislature  of  Ohio,  during  its 
last  session,  passed  an  act  for  the  reorganization  of  the  Benevo- 
lent Institutions  of  the  State.  By  that  law,  the  State  is  divided 
into  three  districts,  one  for  each  Lunatic  Asylum — the  Northern^ 
Centraly  and  Southern  Districts,  And  Hamilton  county  was  also 
created  a  District  of  itself.  The  Central  District  comprises 
about  half  of  the  State,  the  capacity  of  the  Institution  at  Col  urn* 
bus  being  about  equal  to  both  the  others.  Under  the  new  law, 
meetings  of  the  several  Boards  of  Trustees  have  been  held,  and 
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Dew  Superintendents  elected,  as  follows :  for  the  Central,  Dr.  R 
Hills,  Editor  of  the  Counsellor;  for  the  Southern,  Dr.  J.  J. 
Mcllhaney ;  and  for  the  Northern,  t)r.  R.  C.  Hopkins.  Considr 
erable  feeling  has  been  manifested  in  certain  quarters,  owing  to 
the  selection  of  the  appointees  ;  but  as  we  are  not  familiar  with 
the  special  merits  of  these  cases  we  forbear  comment  at  present 

t 

A  Word  of  Apology. — We  wished  to  give  the  proceedings  of 
the  National  Medical  Association  entire,  in  our  last  number, 
believing  we  could  not  present  anything  of  greater  interest  to 
the  majority  of  our  readers ;  the  space  occupied,  however,  was 
necessarily  so  great  as  to  crowd  out  our  usual  selected  miscellany, 
as  also  notices  of  several  excellent  books  that  had  been  accumu- 
lating on  our  table,  together  with  other  matters,  editorial  para- 
graphs, etc,  prepared  for  that  number.  Our  present  number  is 
also  taken  up,  to  a  considerable  extent,  with  proceedings  of  State 
and  local  societies,  and  we  find,  on  going  to  press,  we  have  to 
extend  our  apology  to  this  month  also  for  any  lack  of  variety 
that  our  readers  may  complain  of.  \ 

Prof.  JR.  D,  Mmsey. — We  present  our  readers,  in  this  number, 

with  an  excellent  engraved  likeness  of  Prof.  Mussey,  and  also  a 

brief  biographical  sketch,  both  of  which,  we  have  no  doubt,  will 

be  acceptable.     The  sketch  is  mostly  taken  from  one  published 

in   the   New   Jersey   Midical  Reporter^  some   time   since,  and 

embodied  into  the  history  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

o 

The  Louisville  JReview. — We  have  received  the  first  number  of 
this  new  Medical  Journal,  edited  by  S.  D.  Gross,  M.  D.,  and  T. 
G.  Richardson,  M.  D.  It  is  to  be  a  bi-monthly  journal  of  Prao* 
tical  Medicine  and  Surgery — but  designed  to  have  a  large  pro- 
portion of  its  pages  devoted  to  the  department  of  Reviews.  The 
first  number  of  the  Review  is  spirited,  and  takes  high  tone  upon 
all  Professional  topics.  Though  not  in  continuation  of  the  hde 
Western  Medical  Journal^  it  is  intended  to  supply  its  place. 
Terms,  $3  per  annum,  in  advance.  |   . 

We  had  intended  and  wished  to  give  some  extracts  from  the 
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uddress  of  Dr.  Wood,  at  the  Detroit  meeting  of  tho  National 
Medical  Association,  bat  we  are  obliged  to  crowd  them  oat ;  we  shall 
endeavor  to  give  either  the  whole  of  it,  or  its  cream,  in  oar  next. 

Miami  Msdical  College. — By  reference  to  onr  advertising  col- 
umns, it  will  be  seen  that  the  fees  of  this  Institution  have  been 
reduced  to  $60.  Wo  understand  that  this  has  been  done,  not 
from  want  of  continued  increase  of  number  of  students  each 
year  since  its  existence,  and  consequent  steady  prosperity,  but 
because  the  oldest  institution  in  the  State  has  thought  it 
necessary  to  place  its  fees  at  a  lower  point,  and  this  course  has 
been  taken  in  self-defense.  A  course  of  lectures  can  now  be 
obtained  at  this  school  as  low  as  at  any  in  the  State.  { 

Climatology  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  Temperate  Lati- 
tudes of  the  North  American  Continent, — We  learn  that  a  work 
of  450  pages,  with  this  title,  is  soon  to  be  issued  from  the  press 
of  Lippincott,  Grambo  &  Co.,  Philadelphia.  It  will  be  copiously 
illustrated  with  engraved  charts,  maps,  etc.  LoRiN  Blodget  is 
the  author  of  this  work,  and  it  will  doubtless  be  of  great  interest 
and  value.  The  price  will  be  $4,  and  subscriptions  are  solicited 
to  secure  the  author  as  a  basis  of  the  first  edition.  | 

j3£r.  H  &  Wayne  is  one  among  the  most  enterprising  and 
ingenious  analytical  chemists  of  our  city.  We  lately  visited  his 
sanctum,  and  were  shown  several  specimens  of  concentrated  reme- 
dies of  his  preparation  that  we  wish  to  commend  to  the  attention 
of  the  Profession ;  one  beautiful  preparation  Hydrastin  from  the 
Hydrastis  Canadensis',  another,  the  Sulph,  Sanguinaria,  Each 
of  these  preparations  have  the  beauty  of  French  chemicals.  Mr. 
Wayne  is  now  at  work  on  the  Macrotys  Macemosaj  or  Black  Snake- 
rooty  and  says  he  means  to  persevere  till  he  has  gone  over  our 
entire  vegetable  Materia  Medica.  We  trust  he  will  give  the 
result  of  these  investigations  to  tbe  readers  of  this  journal  in  a 
communication  for  our  columns.  Many  of  the  new  concentrated 
remedies  have  been  appropriated  by  the  Eclectics,  as  a  sort  of 
special  thunder,  but  this  should  not  create  a  prejudice  against 
the  use  of  such  of  them  as  are  really  of  excellence.  | 
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We  thank  our  friends  for  communications  received,  and  hope  to 
receive  a  continuance  of  the  same.  We  regret  that  the  favor  of 
our  Boston  correspondent  was  not  received  until  the  matter  of  this 
numher  was  in  the  hands  of  the  printer. 


REMARKABLE  CASE  OP  RECOVERY  FROM  POISONING  BY  THE  SEEDS 

OF  DATURA  STRAMONIUM. 

[Communicated  for  the  Bus  ton  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

On  the  evening  of  November  25th,  I  was  called  to  F.  S.,  a 
male  child,  aged  4  years,  and  was  requested  to  be  as  quick  as 
p'^ssible,  as  the  messenger  said  the  child  was  in  spasms.  I  saw 
the  child  in  about  ten  minutes  after  I  was  called.  Found  him  in 
great  distress;  pulse  120;  throwing  his  arms  and  limbs  to  and 
fro  and  very  restless ;  color  of  skin,  a  bright  scarlet ;  pupils  dila- 
ted. The  scarlet  color  extended  over  the  face,  body,  and  limbs. 
I  questioned  his  mother  as  to  how  he  was  taken;  she  replied, 
that  an  hour  before  he  had  been  at  play  with  the  children,  and 
came  into  the  house  and  wanted  some  water ;  said  his  tongue  felt 
big,  and  he  appeared  not  to  want  much  supper.  She  put  him  to 
bed  as  usual.  He  had  not  been  in  bed  long,  before  attention  was 
called  to  him,  by  a  scream  as  though  he  was  frightened  in  hia 
sleep.  She  found  it  impossible  to  do  anything  with  him,  and  his 
father  was  called.  As  he  inclined  to  be  sick  and  to  vomit,  thej 
gave  him  infusion  of  snakeroot,  which  checked  it.  He  being  no 
better  as  to  other  symptoms,  a  messenger  was  despatched  for  me. 
From  the  appearance  of  the  child,  and  the  mother's  history,  I 
concluded  it  was  a  worm  fit  with  stoppage  of  water,  as  his  father 
informed  me  he  had  often  complained  when  urinating,  and  accord- 
ingly I  gave  him  some  simple  remedies  for  the  urinary  trouble, 
but  with  little  or  no  efiVct.  I  then  ordered  injections,  and  at 
least  twelve  ounces  were  thrown  up  the  rectum.  After  waiting 
one  hour,  and  no  movement  of  the  bowels  occurring,  and  the 
symptoms  not  much  better,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  there  was  a 
want  of  action  from  some  cause,  and  accordingly  gave  powder  of 
sub.  mur.  hydrarg.  gr.  viii.,  pulv.  jal.  gr.  vi.,  M.,  at  9  o'clock; 
and  left  another  powder  of  sub.  mur.  hydrarg.  gr.  x.,  pulv.  jal. 
gr.  viii.,  M.,  to  be  given  at  1  o'clock  if  no  movement  took  place 
from  the  bowels.  No  passage  from  the  bowels  taking  place  by 
1  o'clock,  and  the  symptoms  being  much  the  same,  the  powder 
was  given,  which  caused  full  emesis,  and  brought  to  light  the 
cause  of  the  trouble,  viz.,  about  a  tablespoonful  of  the  seeds  of 
Datura  Stramonium. 
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How  the  liiUe  fellow  lived  to  long  witli  them  in  him,  it 
heing  aboat  seven  boars  from  the  time  I  first  saw  him  nntil  he 
vomited  them  up,  and  how  mnch  longer  thej  had  been  in  him,  I 
know  not  The  medicinal  dose  is  bat  half  a  grain.  At  the 
same  time  the  vomiting  commenced,  the  bowels  passed  off,  qniie 
freely,  watery  stools  mixed  with  the  seeds.  The  patient  is  now 
alive  and  smart 

Query. — Does  not  calomel  neatralize  the  effect  of  this  poison 
in  a  measure  ?  D.  CALKIH& 

East  Lyme^  Conn,,  June,  1856. 

[We  doubt  if  the  calomel  had  any  influence,  good  or  bad,  in 
the  result  of  the  case  above  related.  We  suggest  another  qnery, 
whether  the  therapeutic  action  of  Stramonium  has  been  generally 
correctly  understood  ?  We  have  at  least  one  other  well  marked 
instance  in  remembrance,  where  children  partook  of  Stramoniom 
leaves  and  flowers  with  highly  narcotic  and  intoxicating  effects 
as  above  related,  but  without  any  fatal  result]  \ 
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HoMEOPATBOEc  Trickekebs. — Dr.  Goale  relates  the  following 
facts:  He  was  sent  for  to  visit  a  child,  with  convulsionsy  one 
afternoon  lately.  Being  absent  at  the  time,  he  did  not  see  the 
child  until  the  next  morning.  He  then  found  that  a  homeopathic 
practitioner  had  been  in  attendance,  and  had  given  wine  cf  ipecae^ 
in  the  dose  of  two  teaspoonfuU^  at  the  same  time  leaving  direc- 
tions  that  if  the  child  did  not  have  any  more  convulsions,  it  should 
be  made  to  swallow  two  or  three  of  the  little  pellets  left  by  him ; 
if  it  had  any  more  attacks,  it  mud  have  the  trine  qf  ipeccu:  again! 

Dr.  C.  said  that  these  facts,  in  themselves,  were  unimportant^ 
save  in  so  far  as  they  illustrate  the  deception  of  this  class  of 
practitioners,  who,  while  they  hold  out  the  idea  to  their  employ- 
ers that  they  are  giving  infinitely  small  doses,  and  that  this  is 
the  only  safe  practice,  often  use  the  preparations  and  doses  given 
by  regular  physicians.  Similar  occurrences  are  getting  to  be  so 
frequent  that  they  should  be  exposed,  in  simple  justice  to  the 
Profession. 

Dr.  C.  also  mentioned  that  while  varying  the  doses  of  the 
biniodide  of  mercury  very  gradually  to  one-eighth  of  a  grain,  in 
a  certain  case,  the  apothecary,  who  put  up  the  prescription  showed 
him  another,  of  a  homeopathic  practitioner,  in  which  the  dose 
was  one-sixth  of  a  grain  of  biniodide  of  mercury  combined  with 
three  grains  of  hydriodate  of  potassa,  four  times  a  day.  Truly 
infinitesimal. — Boston  Med.  afid  Surg.  Jour. 


MIAMI  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  dNCINirATL 

SESSION  OP  1866,  '57. 


The  Fifth  AmroAit  ComtB^of  Leotubxs  will  commence  on  the  last  Mondaj  of 
October,  1856,  and  continue  until  the  ensuing  March,  with  the  following 

FACULTY: 

R.  D.  MUSSEY,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Descriptlre  and  Operative  Surgery. 

J.  P.  JUDKINS,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgical  Anatomy  and  Surgical  Pathology. 

JOHN  DAVIS,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

JOHN  P.  WHITE,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

GEO.  MENDENHALL,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and 
Children. 

JOHN  A.  MURPHY,  M.  D.»  Professor  of  Materia  Medica,  Therapeutics  and  Med- 
ical Jurisprudence. 

C.  G.  COMEGTS,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine. 

H.  E.  FOOTE,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry. 

WM.  OLENDENIN,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

J.  T.  WEBB,  M.  D.,  Prosector  to  the  Professor  of  Anatomy. 

PBACTICAIi    ANATOMY. 

The  room  for  the  prosecution  of  Practical  Anatomy  is  commodious,  well  ren- 
tilated,  and  supplied  abundantly  with  water  and  gas. 

This  department  will  be  under  the  supervision  of  the  Professor,  and  Demon- 
Btrator  of  Anatomy,  and  will  be  opened  on  and  after  the  first  of  October  for 
those  wishing  to  dissect.    Material  can  be  readily  obtained  at  reasonable  rates. 

Clinical  Imstruotion — ^Medical  and  Surgical-— can  be  had  at  the  Commercial 
Hospital  and  St.  John's  Hotel  for  Invalids,  twice  a  week,  and  daily  at  the  Col* 
lege  by  cases  from  the  City  Dispensary,  which  has  become  aii  extensive  charity, 
giving  relief  to  about  four  thousand  patients  annually.  Patients  can  be  attended 
at  their  houses  by  advanced  students. 

Prelimikasy  Lectxtbes  will  be  delivered  during  the  month  of  October,  by  the 
Faculty,  free  of  charge. 

FEBS. 

For  the  whole  Course $60  00    Matriculation  Ticket,  (paid  once 

Dissecting  Ticket 5  00        only) $  6  00 

Hospital  Ticket 5  00    Graduation  Fee 25  00 

Expenses  incurred  by  students  in  the  city  may  be  light.  Good  boarding 
may  be  procured  from  $2  50  to  $3  00  per  week. 

Students  on  reaching  the  city,  by  calling  at  the  college,  (north  west  comer  of 
Fifth  street  and  Western  How),  will  be  conducted  to  goml  boarding  houses,  and 
receive  every  attention.    For  further  information,  ad^ess 

GEO.  MENDENHALL,  M.  D.,  197  Fourth  street. 

Dean  of  tiie  FacMty. 
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OBIGIKAL    COMMUKICATIOKS. 


[Reported  for  the  Obserrer. 

Akt.  I. — An  Abstract  of  a  paper  an  *'  Popliteal  Aneurism  cured 
by  compression,^  read  before  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Soeieiy,  by 
Dr.  G.  F.  Mitchell,  of  Mansfield,  0. 

The  time  was  when  the  treatment  of  this  disease  was  almost 
exclusively  by  ligature ;  latterly,  however,  compression  has  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  profession-^and  in  the  estimation  of 
many  eminent  surgeons,  is  to  be  preferred,  as  statistics  show 
it  to  be  the  most  successful 

Early  in  July,  1854,  Dr.  Mitchell  was  consulted  by  I.  P.,  a 
drover,  in  reference  to  a  large  tumor  situated  in  his  left  ham. 
Its  history  was  as  follows : — 

In  the  spring  of  1853  he  journeyed  to  California  on  foot,  by 
way  of  the  plains.  ♦  Soon  after  his  arrival  there,  while  exerting 
himself  violently  at  running,  he  felt  a  keen,  stinging  pain  im- 
mediately posterior  to  his  knee ;  shortly  after  which  a  tumor 
appeared.  This  had  increased  in  magnitude,  gradually,  up  to 
the  time  Dr.  M.  was  consulted. 

The  tumor  was  nearly  spherical — about  four  inches  in  diame- 
ter, fully  equal  to  that  of  the  articulation  of  the  ki^ee.     The 
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pulsation,  orer  its  entire  siiHaoe,  was  nniform  and  sjndiraioiis 
with  the  arterial  poise. 

Total  disappearance  of  pakation  was  caused,  hj  pfesBiire  on 
the  cardiac  side ;  and  increase  of  magnitude,  bj  pressore  on  the 
distal  side.  Popliteal  Anearism  was  diagnosed — and  treatment 
bj  compression  recommended. 

This  was  begun  on  the  25th  of  Jnlj — ^Dr.  John  W.  Bond  as- 
sisting— the  foot  and  leg  being  first  bandaged  as  high  wp  as  the 
tomor.  "  One  damp  tourniquet  and  one  ring  tourniquet  were 
then  applied  over  the  femoral ;  these  were  altematelj  tightened 
and  relaxed  and  their  positions  shifted  along  the  coarse  of  the 
artery.  In  a  short  time,  howerer,  the  ring  tourniquet  was  re- 
moyed,  and  a  clamp  tourniquet  applied  in  its  stead.'' 

The  patient  being  intelligent,  and  desirous  of  a  speedj  and 
successful  termination^  was  readilj  instructed  in  the  use  of  the 
instruments,  and  left,  in  great  part,  to  regulate  the  amount  of 
pressure. 

'*  For  the  first  ten  dajs  compression  was  applied  from  12  to  14 
hours  in  the  34.  Some  pain  was  experienced  during  this  time, 
but  none  sufficient  to  disturb  the  patient."  His  rest  was  su£S- 
cient  and  refireshing;  the  tourniquets,  howeyer,  being  always 
remoyed  preTious  to  sleep.  The  tumor  had,  by  this  time,  ac- 
quired coi^iderable  firmness — and  the  sack  could  no  longer  be 
emptied  ^  its  contents. 

"  for  the  next  three  weeks  pressure  was  continued  from  16  to 
18  hours  per  diem— the  sack  becoming  firmer  and  pulsation  less 
distinct.  During  the  succeeding  six  days  compression  was  ap- 
plied about  20  hoars  in  the  24,  pulsation  beccwiing  feebler.  For 
th^  next  fiye  days  pressure  was  applied  continuously." 

At  the  end  of  this  time  all  pabation  in  the  tumor  suddenly 
ceased-r-diminution  in  size  continuing  to  take  place.  Compres- 
uon  was  continued,  howeyer,  for  a  few  days  longer,  when  exercise 
was  allowed  him — the  collateral  vessels  daring  this  time,  becom- 
ing pereeptiUj  enlarged. 

Six  wjee^  precisoly,  were  occupied  from  the  time  pressure  was 
begun  until  all  pulsation  ceased. 

At  no  tiitte  wais  the  circulation  through  the  vessel  entirely 
cheeked.      The  pain  waa  not  severe — ^the  preasuie  along  the 
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course  of  the  artery  being  so  alternated  as  to  allow  the  patient 
ease  and  repose  throughout  the  whole  course  of  treatment. 

Neither  did  redness  nor  excoriation  of  the  skin  at  any  time 
exist. 

Nearly  two  years  having  elapsed  since  his  dismissal,  and  his 
leg  continuing  as  strong  apparently  as  the  other,  we  may  conclude 
with  confidence,  that  the  cure  was  complete. 


Art.  II. — On  Sulphate  of  Oinchonia  in  Intermittent  Fever.     By 
Dr.  Jno.  S.  Dukate,  of  Fredericksburgh,  Ind. 

In  the  **  Medical  Observer"  for  January,  1856, 1  find  an  article 
entitled,  "  Report  of  fifty-seven  cases  of  intermittent  fever  treated 
at  the  City  Dispensary  by  the  Sulphate  of  Oinchonia,  by  Dr.  J.  0. 
Welles."  I  have  always  held,  that  in  order  to  test  the  thera- 
peutical virtues  of  any  article  of  the  Materia  Medica,  especially 
of  the  so  called  specifics,  we  should  administer  it  alone,  if 
tolerated  by  the  stomach  without  combination ;  for  who  can  tell, 
for  instance,  whether  cinchonia  or  quinia  cured  the  patient,  when 
both  are  given  together  or  alternately  ?  Dr.  Welles'  article  is 
not  quite  satisfactory,  although  very  nearly  so.  In  the  account 
of  case  first,  he  states  that  the  patient  had  taken  ten  grains  of 
quinia  combined  with  opium  and  piperine.  He  had  a  chill  on 
the  7th  and  8th ; — took  cinchonia  and  had  no  chill  on  the  9th 
and  10th ; — he  was  then  put  upon  sub-carbonate  of  iron.  On 
the  26th  of  September  he  had  a  severe  chill,  and  was  again  pu 
upon  cinchonia,  and  convalesced.  So  far  as  this  case  is  concerned 
the  treatment  was  too  complicated  to  be  entirely  satisfactory^  but 
it  is  not  so  with  nearly  all  the  other  cases. 

My  object  however,  in  communicating  this  article,  is  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  profession  to  the  remedial  virtues  of  cinchonia 
in  intermittent  fever,  and  to  offer  to  them  my  experience  with 
the  medicine.  Perhaps  I  may  not  have  used  the  article  so  ex- 
tensively as  some  others,  but  still  my  experience  will  contribute 
something  to  the  common  stock,  and  assist  in  judging  of  the  val- 

of  the  remedy. 
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I  had  never  administered  a  grain  of  dnchoiiia  until  I  saw  Dr. 
Welles'  article,  when  I  determined  to  give  ii  a  fair  trial  ip  inters 
mitten  t  fever ;  which  I  have  had  a  fair  oj^rtonity  to  do,  as  it 
has  prevailed  extensively  in  my  locality  during  the  past  spring. 
In  order  to  test  its  remedial  value  I  administered  ii  alone  in 
every  case,  or  at  least  using  no  other  antiperiodie.  I  preceded 
its  exhibition,  however,  always  by  an  active  cathartic  I  have 
now  used  three  ounces  of  this  article  in  intermittent  fever,  and 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  from  what  I  have  observed  in  using  the 
above  amount,  that  it  is  superior  to  the  sulphate  of  quinine  in  the 
treatment  of  this  peculiar  and  tenacious  disease.  Patients,  abo, 
seem  to  take  it  more  readily  than  they  will  quinine,  having  most 
of  them,  from  frequent  use  become  tired  of  its  repetition. 

The  following  cases  may  possess  some  interest : 

1st.  Mrs.  B.,  aged  24,  contracted  an  intermittent  fever  last  au- 
tumn, which  was  promptly  arrested  by  quinine,  but  relapsed 
again  and  again ;  paroxysms  continuing  at  intervals  during  the 
fall,  winter,  and  spring.  She  became  anemic,  with  a  tendency 
to  dropsical  effusions.  On  the  1st  of  March  I  put  her  on  the  use 
of  cinchonia — ordering  her  twenty  grains  dirided  into  five  grain 
doses,  exhibited  every  four  hours.  It  was  of  the  tertian  type, 
and  on  the  day  for  the  paroxysm  she  had  some  unpleasant 
coldness  of  the  extremities,  followed  by  slight  febrile  excite- 
ment 

After  this  was  over  she  took  eight  grains  more,  and  has  not 
had  another  chill  to  this  date,  (June  15th,)  and  is  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  tolerably  good  health.  She  is  now  using,  for  enlarge- 
ment of  the  spleen,  the  prot-iodide  of  mercury  internally,  and 
iodine  ointment  externally. 

2nd.  Mr.  S.  was  attacked  last  fall  with  intermittent  fever, 
which  became  chronic  All  the  so  called  specifics  were  used,  but 
to  no  purpose  except  to  arrest  the  disease  for  a  short  time.  He 
was  put,  by  me,  on  the  cinchonia  without  combination  with  any 
other  medicine ;  after  using  thirty  grains  his  disease  was  ar^ 
rested,  and  has  not  since  returned.  A  period  of  two  months  has 
now  elapsed  since  he  has  taken  any  of  the  medicine,  and  prerious 
to  tliis  his  ague  had  returned  about  every  two  weeks. 

3rd.  This  was  a  case  of  chronic  ague,  which  had  resisted  quia- 
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ine,  and  nearly  all  other  remedies.      He  was  put  upon  the  cin- 
chonia  and  has  now  been  free  from  the  disease  about  one  month. 

This  article  might  be  extended  by  relating  special  cases,  but  it 
is  unnecessary.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  in  every  case  of  inter- 
mittent fever,  whether  recent  or  chronic,  the  sulphate  of  cincho- 
nia  has  completely  arrested  the  disease,  and  in  but  rare  cases  ' 
have  there  been  any  relapses.  It  may  be  thought  by  some  that 
I  have  given  the  remedy  more  credit  than  it  deserves,  but  I  am 
of  a  different  opinion.  In  every  case  I  have  given  it  alone  for 
the  purpose  of  testing  its  antiperiodic  powers.  No  complication 
of  effect  has  been  produced  by  using  quinine,  piperine,  salicine, 
strychnine,  arsenic,  or  any  other  potent  remedy.  It  is  very  clear 
that  it  is  to  the  sulphate  of  cinchonia  alone  that  the  cures  are  to 
be  attributed.  I  therefore  feel  justified  in  using  it  in  all  cases 
of  simple  intermittent  in  preference  to  quinine.  I  do  not  yet 
know  enough  of  it  to  place  that  reliance  upon  it  that  I  would  on 
quinine  in  Pernicious  Fevers,  Malarial  Neuralgia,  &c.,  &c. 

Effects  on  the  system.  This  article  does  not  produce  the  same 
disagreeable  effects  upon  the  nervous  system  that  quinine  does. 
In  no  case  has  my  patient  complained  of  tinnitus-aurium,  vertigo, 
cephalalgia  or  gastric  disturbance.  In  short,  patients  feel  no 
inconvenience  from  its  administration.  ^ 

Doses.  I  think  from  twenty  to  thirty  grains  of  cinchonia  are 
required  to  completely  arrest  an  attack  of  intermittent  fever. 
My  mode  of  prescribing  it  is  to  weigh  out  twenty  grains  and  di- 
vide it  into  five  doses,  one  to  be  taken  every  three  or  four  hours, 
between  the  paroxysms,  and  in  the  absence  of  fever.  If  this 
quantity  does  not  completely  arrest  the  disease,  I  then  give  from 
eight  to  ten  more  and  the  object  is  certainly  accomplished.  The 
cinchonia  I  have  used  is  prepared  by  Powers  &  Weightman,  and 
costti  me  one  dollar  per  ounce. 

[In  a  letter  to  one  of  the  editors,  from  E.  C.  Woollby,  M.  D., 
of  Butler  county,  in  this  State,  the  following  language  is  used : 
"  I  have  used  the  sulphate  of  cinchonia  exclusively,  with  very 
happy  effects  ;  succeeding  in  every  case  but  one,  in  arresting  the 
paroxysms  of  ague  by  the  first  administration  of  the  medicine. 
I  think  it  not  at  all  inferior  to  quinine  as  an  antiperiodic.^'  Ed&3 
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Art.  IIL — Diseases  ef  mchmond^  Wayne  co.,  Ind.^  during   the 
Fifth  and  Sixth  months  of  1856.  By  Jomr  T.  Plummsr,  M.  D. 

Fifth  Month. — The  renewal  of  cases  of  intermittent  fever  of 
last  fall,  has  been,  np  to  the  3d  of  this  month,  very  remarkable ; 
so  that  some  one  remarked,  '*  I  believe  everybody  who  had  the 
agne  last  fall,  is  getting  it  again  this  spring."  There  were  cases 
however,  which  were  renewed  during  the  winter,  cold  as  it  was ; 
and  cases  this  spring  which  attacked  the  patient  for  the  first  time. 
Children  and  adults  suffer  in  common. 

We  had  one  or  two  sprinkles  of  rain  np  to  the  3d ;  which  was 
a  cool  day.  Woods  beginning  to  appear  green.  The  4th  at  noon 
was  about  40^ ;  the  5th  50^.  On  the  6th  we  had  quite  a  sloppy 
rain.  Being  absent  from  the  house  at  the  beginning  of  the  rain, 
I  did  not  have  an  opportunity  of  exposing  the  ozone  paper  to  its 
influence.  But  within  an  hour  from  the  beginning,  (for  the  rain 
continued  till  the  7th,)  I  allowed  a  strip  of  the  paper  to  be  wet  bj 
the  falling  rain,  say  for  five  or  ten  minutes.  During  this  time 
it  became  reddened,  in  accordance  with  PoUie's  doctrine.  But 
how  can  this  result  be  reconciled  with  the  experiment  rep(Ni»d 
last  month  ?  Perhaps  the  ammonia  which,  I  supposed,  bleached 
the  paper  last  month,  was,  by  the  hour's  raining,  washed  out  of 
the  air,  in  the  present  instance ;  leaving  the  ozone  to  exert  its  ac- 
tion afterward  on  the  paper.  But  by  leaving  the  paper  on  the 
plated  glass  for  half  an  hour,  instead  of  deepening  in  color,  it 
became  perfectly  whitened.  This  enigma  I  soon  solved.  For  on 
testing  the  bleached  paper  with  acid,  I  found  all  the  iodide  of 
starch  (I  use  this  term  for  brevity's  sake,  more  than  from  a  con- 
viction of  its  accuracy,)  was  washed  out ;  and  to  confine  it,  I  col* 
lected  the  water  on  the  glass  in  a  Berlin  dish,  evaporated  it,  and 
examined  the  residue ;  which  furnished  indisputable  evidence  of 
the  presence  of  iodine  by  the  agency  of  dilute  sulphuric  acid. 

We  had  light  frosts  on  the  9th  and  10th ;  and  on  the  15th,  a 
dashing  rain,  which  flooded  the  streets:  the  storm  was  accompa- 
nied with  sharp  lightning.  The  16th  was  rainy  and  cool;  and  on 
the  17th  there  was  a  steady,  and  for  a  time,, very  heavy  rain. — 
Q»mosc<^ic  paper  exposed  to  the  rain  at  1  o'clock,  P.  IL,  after  five 
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or  six  hours'  constant  raining,  was  slightly  reddened  in  leels  than 
one  minnte!  It  would  appear  that  the  ozone  was  not  all  washed 
oat  of  the  air  in  this  instance,  at  le.ast.  And  another  strip  of  the 
ozonized  paper,  exposed  half  an  hour,  after  the  rain  ceased,  prov- 
ed the  ozone  to  be  present  in  the  air  and  very  actire ;  the  papet* 
becoming  distinctly  blue. 

Up  to  the  17th,  we  have  had  a  few  cases  of  hooping  cough,  isth- 
mitis,  catarrhal  opthalmia,  pneumonia;  and  one  case,  as  I  diag^ 
nosed  it,  of 

Inflammation  of  the  tunica  vaginalis  oculL  This  is  compara- 
tively a  rare  species  of  opthalmia.  Indeed,  it  has  not  been  long 
since  this  fibrous  tunic  itself  has  been  recognized  as  a  distinct 
structure.  According  to  Dr.  Hays,  in  his  edition  (1847)  of  Law- 
rence on  the  Eye,  Tenon,  calling  it  a  new  ^wmV,  described  it  in  1804. 
Others  much  later,  (1834  and  1841,)  claim  the  discovery  of  it. — 
It  is  the  BuhmuBcular  fascia  of  Lucas  ;  and  the  ceUtdar  capsule  of 
Dalrymple.  Ferrall  named  it  tunica  vaginalis  oevK.  This  mem- 
brane may  be  compared  to  the  cup  of  an  acorn;  the  acorn  repre- 
genting  the  globe  of  the  eye. 

My  patient  was  a  boy  ten  years  of  age,  in  usual  health  before 
the  attack  ;  and  his  health  in  general  had  been  good.  His  parents 
are  among  our  most  respectable  citizens ;  and  neither  they  nor 
their  children  have  evinced  any  strumous  symptoms ;  nor  are  they 
or  their  children  subject  to  rheumatism.  lean  not  ascertain  that 
this  boy  has  ever  manifested  any  rheumatic  tendencies.  Except, 
therefore,  that  this  attack  was  an  affection  of  a  fibrous  tissue,  I 
see  no  reason  for  calling  it  ''  rheumatic  inflammation."  I  have 
for  this  and  other  reasons,  omitted  this  adjunct,  in  naming  thedis* 
ease.  The  child  had  not  been  subjected  to  any  of  the  ordinary 
causes  of  rheumatism ;  and  on  the  10th,  (b.  pleasant  day,)  he  was 
engaged  in  fishing.  It  was  at  an  hour  when  the  light  of  the  sun 
was  reflected  from  the  water  into  his  eyes.  He  came  home  coiti* 
plaining  of  chilliness,  and  afterward  of  pain  in  the  forehead,  tem- 
ple, and  bottom  of  the  left  eye.  This  pain  in  the  posterior  part 
of  the  globe,  rose,  at  irregular  periods,  into  paroxysms,  which  he 
compared  to  "pulling  the  eye  out."  ^  His  clothing  was  dry  on  re- 
turning home. 

I  saw  the  little  patient  in  the  evening  of  the  day  of  the  aoee0* 
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•ion  of  the  chilL  He  was  then  feverish ;  his  .tongue  was  modern 
atelj  coated ;  his  eye-lids  swollen,  as  if  from  the  effect  of  hee^ 
stings,  somewhat  edematous  and  of  a  dark,  doll  red  color.  .The 
portion  of  the  lid  directly  under  the  superciliary  ridge  was  scaroe* 
ly  reddened  or  tumefied.  Hence  the  eye  was  not  closed,  as  in 
purulent  opthalmia ;  hut  on  the  contrary,  the  lids  were  slightly 
separated,  and  the  glohe  could  he  readily  examined.  The  conjunc- 
tion oculi  was  hut  little  reddened  hy  infarcted  hlood^vesseb ;  hut 
was  thrown  into  folds,  especially  at  the  inner  can  thus  and  heneath 
the  lower  lid :  the  infiltration  was  hardly  enough  to  create  a  prop- 
er chemosis,  or  elevated  ring  around  the  comer.  The  "amher  col- 
or "  of  the  cases  reported,  I  could  not  discover  in  this  instance. — 
The  globe  was  thrust  forward  and  outward,  apparently  to  the  ex- 
tent of  half  an  inch ;  giving  to  the  child,  not  a  **  hideous,"  (for 
this  term  is  too  strong,)  but  a  singularly  striking  appearance.- 

When  I  inquired  whether  the  child's  vision  was  i^ected,  (this 
was  some  days  after  the  attack  commenced,)  his  mother  replied, 
*'  Yes,  he  was  telling  me  that  when  he  looked  at  a  chair,  for  in- 
stance, he  saw  two  chairs."  Otherwise,  the  sight  appeared  to  he 
unaffected.  A  strong  light  was  painful  to  the  eye.  The  slightly 
glutinous,  but  not  purulent  secretion,  cemented  the  cilia  into 
numerous  pencils ;  and,  with  the  distention  of  the  ciliary  margin, 
caused  the  "eye-lashes,"  (to  use  the  boy's  own  comparison,)  "to 
look  and  feel  like  saw-teeth."  I  could  not  satisfy  myself,  on  in- 
quiry, that  the  patient  had  witnessed  any  of  those  "  flashes  of 
light"  of  which  other  reporters  speak ;  and  pressure  upward  and 
backward  above  the  eye-ball,  was  attended  with  as  much  pain  as 
pressure  directly  backward.  The  order  of  recovery  was  first, 
abatement  of  the  pain ;  then,  diminution  of  the  redness  and  swell- 
ing of  the  lids ;  and  lastly,  retrocession  of  the  ball,  which  even 
now  nine  days  after  the  accession  of  the  chill  while  he  is  running 
about  as  a  dismissed  patient,  is  very  perceptibly  protuberant  I 
ought  also  to  say,  that  the  tunica  conjunction  palpebrarum,  contin- 
ues very  red ;  and  the  same  membrane  on  the  ball,  at  the  inner 
canthus  particularly,  is  still  folded  from  the  original  swelling. — 
The  ball  itself  is  nearly  natural  in  color  and  expression,  but  a 
straggling,  turgescent  vein,  here  and  there  may  be  seen.  On  the 
tenth  day  from  the  chill,  the  globe  was  reduced  nearly  to  its  pn^ 
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er  bed ;  and  the  last  symptoms  to  disappear  were  the  I'edness  and 
the  muooas  Iming  of  the  lids,  and  the  swollen  and  folded  con- 
jniKitiye  tunic 

The  treatment  in  this  case  consisted  of  nitrate  of  potash,  calo- 
mel,, and  tartarized  antimony,  in  combination.  This  acted  as  an 
emetico-cathartic  Dover's  powder  and  an  epispastic  of  canthari- 
des  to  the  region  of  the  mastoid  process,  followed ;  and  a  lotion  of 
acetate  of  lead  to  the  lids.  I  purposed  applying  cups  to  the  neck 
or  temple,  but  foiind  them  unnecessary. 

I  have  been  particular  in  the  details  of  this  case,  as  instances 
of  thi^kind  are  not  often  met  with  ;  and  they  may  sometimes  oc- 
cur without  their  true  character  being  recognized.  Indeed,  the 
distinction  between  the  inflammation  of  this  vaginal  tunic  and 
that  of  the  periosteum  of  the  orbit,  is  by  no  means  always  easy. 
Fortunately,  as  the  treatment  in  both  cases  is  substantially  the 
some,  it  is  of  less  consequence  than  it  otherwiseiwould  be.  Besides 
this,  the  two  diseases  may  co-exist  In  both,  the  periostitis  and 
the  inflammation  of  this  tunic,  there  is  pain  in  the  orbit,  forehead, 
and  temple;  tumefaction  of  the  lids,  with  red  exterior;  protru- 
sion of  the  globe  ;  little  or  no  inflammation  of  the  ball ;  violent 
exacerbations  of  the  pain ;  and  impaired  or  confused  vision. 

24th.  Since  the  17th,  we  have  had  no  rain  ;  but  the  mornings 
and  evenings  have  been  pleasantly  cool,  and  the  mid-days  very 
warm,  (70°  to  90°).  Pharyngitis,  for  the  last  week,  has  been  al- 
most epidemic.  In  some  cases  the  redjiess  of  the  fauces  has  been 
intense ;  and  the  throat  very  dry*  In  other  instances  the  congesr 
tion  has  extended  to  the  glottis  and  pharynx  and  the  schneiderian 
membrane,  occasioning  hoarseness,  aphonia,  slight  cough,  and 
sneezing.  The  ozonoscope  meanwhile,  indicated  the  presence  of 
a  large  quantity  of  alio  tropic  oxygen  in  the  atmosphere. 

This  month  has  made  it  apparent  that  our  shade  trees  have  not 
altogether  escaped  the  searching  cold  of  last  winter.  While  our 
locusts  are  leafing  and  shedding  the  spicy  fragrance  of  their  blos- 
soms into  the  air,  many  of  the  catalpas,  (catalpa  cordifolia)  are 
leafless  and  flowerless — dead.  The  catalpas  directly  in  front  of 
the  houses,  generally  escaped ;  but  those  standing  at  the  ends  of 
alleys  and  in  other  unprotected  situations  are  as  generally  de- 
stroyed.   All  our  unsheltered  grape-vines,  too,  are  lifeless. 
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25th.  Almost  incessant^  distant  lightning  last  Bigbi,  with 
tome  rain.  Continaed  renewals  of  intermittent  fever.  Dew- 
point  70^,  while  the  atmospheric  temperature  was  74^.  Ozono- 
soope  actire.  The  last  week  of  this  month  was  cooL  I  examined 
the  thermometer  at  midnight  on  the  29th,  and  found  it  to  stand 
at  40^.  At  this  point  it  stood  also  in  the  morning  of  the  30tL 
On  these  two  days  Uie  wind  was  from  the  north  and  north-west; 
on  the  29th,  there  was  a  gentle  rain ;  the  30th  was  dear.  In- 
termittent fever  cases  continue  to  recur,  in  town  ai^  country,  to 
the  dose  of  the  month.  Though  mostly  of  tj^e  tertian  form, 
some  of  them  assumed  the  quotidian  type.  Often,  the  rigor  did 
not  exist;  indeed,  scarcely  any  degree  of  diilliness  was  acknoid- 
edged  hy  some.  No  remarkahle  local  affection  attended  any  of 
these  cases.  In  one  instance,  (a  child)  I  ohsenred  a  hilUous  tinge 
of  the  eye  and  the  skin ;  hut  in  this  case  the  parents  had  heea 
using  some  nostrums  ^'  to  keep  off  the  ague !"  The  ague,  how- 
ever,  made  its  appearance  during  its  use ;  or,  as  the  mother  ex- 
pressed it,  they  '*  used  the  medidne  till  it  brought  on  the  ague, 
and  then  they  thought  it  necessary  to  send  for  the  doctor  to 
cure  it" 

The  principal  medidne  used  in  these  cases,  was  the  compound 
already  referred  to :  the  solution  of  sulphate  of  quinine  and  per- 
sulphate of  iron. 

31st  The  month  dosed  with  a  dear  day,  and  a  temperature 
of  40"^  early  in  the  morning,  and  of  70''  at  3  o'dod:,  P.  M. — 
Vegetation  was  stiffened  with  the  frost  of  the  prerions  night,  and 
much  of  it  was  destroyed ;  the  mercury  being  at  29^  at  sunrise. 

Cases  of  pharyngitis,  catarrhal  opthalmia,  and  hooping  con^ 
continued  to  occur,  though  but  rarely,  throughout  the  m<mth. — 
One  case  of  hooping  cough  was  that  of  a  man  nearly  forty  years 
old ;  the  hoop  and  e^ery  other  diagnostie  symptom  were  well 
defined. 

SixxH  MoKTH. — This  month  opened  with  a  warm  day:  88^  at 
noon,  and  64""  at  9o'dock,  P.  HL 

1-he  Ozonoscope  or  Ozonometer.  The  reader  will  not  find  either 
of  these  terms  in  Dunglison's  Dictionary,  n<Nr  in  Webster's,  nor 
Worcester's^     This  instrument  consists  of  thin,  bibulous  paper. 
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moistened  with  a  solution  of  iodide  of  potassium  in  starch  water, 
and  dried.  That  which  I  have  heen  using  in  connection  with 
these  reports,  is  several  years  old ;  and  bears  this  inscription, 
made  at  the  time  of  preparing  it,  *'  Dried  in  the  sun,  9th 
month,  6th,  1853.  Has  at  this  date  of  drying,  a  very  pale  brown 
tinge."  By  being  kept  between  the  leaves  of  a  book,  the  paper 
thus  prepared,  has  retained  its  activity,  apparently  unimpaired, 
until  now.  As  that  sheet  is  nearly  exhausted,  I  shall  hereafter 
use  a  fresh  supply  of  paper,  and  aim  at  more  definite  results  than 
heretofore. 

I  have  tried  a  great  variety  of  proportions  of  the  iodide  to 
the  starch ;  as  one  tenth,  one  fifth,  one  third,  &c.;  but  I  find  they 
all  make  a  paper  not  sufficiently  sensitive.  That  containing  one~ 
third  of  the  iodide,  for  instance,  sometimes  did  not  undergo  any 
perceptible  change  for  hours  after  being  exposed  to  the  air ;  and 
never  became  dark-colored,  even  after  many  days  exposure.  If 
the  iodide,  on  the  other  hand,  predominates  greatly,  the  paper 
becomes  too  sensitive  ;  that  is,  it  does  not  enable  the  observer  to 
mark  the  degrees  very  accurately,  in  consequence  of  the  too  rap^ 
id  darkening  of  the  color. 

That  which  I  have  prepared  for  present  use,  consists  of 
Iodide  of  Potassium     10  parts 
Starch  6     " 

Water  350     " 

I  mix  the  starch  and  water  together,  and  boil  them  two  or  three 
minutes ;  then  stir  in  the  iodide,  dissolved  in  a  small  portion  of 
the  water  reserved  for  the  purpose,  and  moisten  the  paper  with 
the  liquid.  I  then  cut  the  paper  (thin  printing  paper  will  do)  into 
suitable  sized  strips  to  handle,  and  draw  the  pieces  through  the 
liquid,  let  them  drain  a  few  moments  over  the  vessel,  and  then 
hang  them  over  two  parallel  lines  in  a  warm  room  to  dry.  The 
object  of  the  two  lines  is  to  prevent  the  pendant  parts  of  the  strips 
from  coming  together  while  drying,  and  adhering  by  the  adhesive* 
ness  of  the  starch  paste. 

The  ozonometer  carefully  prepared  in  this  manner,  is  white 
and  sufficiently  sensitive  for  all  useful  purposes.  In  order  to 
mark  the  degrees,  I  have  imitated  as  near  as  practicable,  with 
water-colors,  the  various  shades  which  the  paper  undergoes  dnriBg 
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the  day ;  and  have  divided  them  into  a  scale  of  ten  parts.  Thus, 
to-day,  (the  2Dd,)  the  ozonoscope  reached  1^  in  twenty  minntes; 
2^  in  thirty  minutes ;  3°  in  one  hour ;  4°  in  two  to  four  hours ; 
S**  in  four  to  seven  hours ;  6°  in  8  hours ;  7^  in  ten  to  twelve 
hours.     Thermometer  89°  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  reader  who  wishes  to  exercise  himself  in  this  way,  will 
find  much  difficulty  in  transferring  to  paper,  the  peculiar  hues  of 
the  ozonoscope,  in  their  passage  from  the  original  white  to  the  ul- 
timate livid.  The  earlier  shades  I  have  imitated  hest  hy  humt 
sienna,  variously  diluted ;  the  highest  shades,  hy  hister  and  crim- 
son lake ;  and  the  intermediate  degrees  hy  humt  emher,  crimson 
lake,  and  yellow  ochre,  properly  hlended.  When  the  ozonoscope 
is  exposed  to  the  air  in  a  dry  state,  (which  I  consider  preferahle 
to  moistening  it,)  it  assumes  these  hrownish,  reddish  brown  and 
Uvid  colors ;  hut  on  wetting  the  paper,  after  it  has  been  exposed 
some  time,  the  colors  assume  the  rich  blue  appearance  of  iodide 
of  starch.  A  scale  may  be  constructed  for  these  shades  of  blue 
also.  The  operator  will  perhaps  succeed  best  with  a  mixture  of 
Prussian  blue  and  crimson  lake. 

It  is  important^  in  comparing  the  ozonons  condition  of  the  at- 
mosphere on  difierent  days,  that  the  location  chosen  to  suspend 
the  paper  in,  should  be  the  same  at  all  times.  This  situation  may 
be  either  in  the  shade,  or  in  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun ;  but  by  no 
means  in  a  close  or  confined  atmosphere,  as  in  a  room ;  nor  where 
ammonial  and  other  fumes  may  envelope  the  paper.  I  believe, 
however,  that  the  extremeljf  hot  solar  rays,  evaporate  the  liberated 
iodine. 

3d.  With  a  gentle  breeze  from  the  west,  we  had  a  temperature 
of  72**  m  the  early  morning,  92°  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  70°  at  9 
o'clock,  P.  M.;  yet,  while  vegetation  is  suffering  from  this  unu- 
sual heat,  cases  of  intermittent  fever  continue  to  recur. 

The  4th  was  dose  and  oppressive  till  2  o'clock,  P.  IL  At  noon 
the  thermometer  indicated  88°  the  dew-point  being  76°;  at  2i 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  mercury  fell  to  77°,  and  the  dew-point  was  then 
72°;  shortly  after,  the  observation  was  74°,  dew-point  71°;  then  72"*, 
dew-point  70°;  next  68°,  dew-point  66°;  and  then,  rain.  Thun- 
der, and  a  strong  south-west  breese  preceded  this  shower.  A  few  of 
the  firat  dropa cf  rainveieaUowedtofidloiitheoMmoficopicpaper; 
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but  no  discoloration  ensued  for  some  time.  Yet  I  found  the  color 
reached  the  5th  degree  in  two  hours,  without  further  exposure  of 
the  paper  to  the  rain ;  which  is  less  than  one-half  the  time  required 
on  the  2nd.  And  another  strip  of  the  paper  which  had  been 
progressing  in  deptli  of  color  since  6  o'clock,  A.  M.,  at  the  rate 
expressed  on  the  2nd,  became  sprinkled  by  rain  ;  and  in  one  hour 
after,  I  found  it  indicating  10  ;  which  is  also  less  than  one-half 
the  usual  time  occupied  in  effecting  the  same  change,  during  the 
late  dr J  weather.  In  order  to  satisfy  myself  that  this  rapid  change 
of  color  was  not  wholly  due  to  the  moisture,  I  wet  another  piece 
of  the  paper  with  distilled  water,  and  subjected  it  to  the  same  atmos- 
phere ;  but  it  only  reached  the  same  degrees,  in  the  same  time, 
that  other  pieces  did  before  the  rain. 

A  westerly  wind  arose  in  the  afternoon  of  the  7th,  and  whirled 
the  dust  of  our  streets  into  suffocating  clouds.  Much  thundering 
and  some  rain  followed. 

During  the  first  week  in  this  month,  there  were  cases  of  gas- 
tro-intestinal  disturbances ;  some  manifesting  an  absence  of  bile 
from  the  alvine  evacuations ;  others  an  excess  of  that  secretion* 
Some  cases  of  diarrhea  were  of  a  mucous  character,  accompanied 
with  emesis  without  bile. 

The  second  and  third  weeks  of  this  month  were  much  cooler 
than  the  first ;  indeed,  fires  were  renewed  and  warmer  clothing 
put  on  by  many.  The  morning  temperatures,  at  6  o'clock,  varied 
from  42°  to  64°;  the  average  being  53°.  The  average  heat  at  2 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  was  76°.  Intestinal  derangements,  amounting  to 
copious  feculent  evacuations,  mostly  devoid  of  color  and  frothy, 
and  at  times  attended  with  griping  pain,  still  continued.  There 
was  a  strong  dysenteric  tendency  in  some  of  the  cases ;  blood, 
mucus,  and  tenesmus  existing  at  times  in  some  instances.  A 
case  or  two  of  catarrhal  opthalmia  occurred  during  this  period. — 
And  cases  of  pharyngeal  inflammation  were  not  uncommon  during 
the  month  ;  in  some  instances  they  were  accompanied  with  small 
ulcerations  of  the  tonsils  and  offensive  breath,  resembling,  in 
these  respects,  mild  forms  of  malignant  sore-throat;  but  they 
were  apparently  congenerous  with  the  ulcers  which  appeared  in  a 
few  instances  of  follicular  stomatitis. 

I  have  said  that  the  second  and  third  weeks  were  much  cooler 
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than  the  first;  but  the  20th and  21st days  of  this  mo&thmBstbe 
excepted ;  for  although  the  mercury  stood  at  55^  in  the  earlj 
morning  of  the  20thy  it  was  as  high  as  90^  even  at  4  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  86°  at  6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  70**  at  8i  o^clock,  P. 
M.;  and  on  the  21st  it  stood  at  82°  at  8  o'clock,  P.  M.,  94°  at  2 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  90°  as  late  as  6  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  at  76® 
at  9  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  wind  has  been  as  usual,  from  the  west  and  south-west,  da- 
ring the  month ;  but  on  some  days  it  has  for  a  time  come  from 
the  east,  north,  north-west,  and  south-east  During  some  of  the 
few  light  rains  of  this  month,  I  observed  that  the  wind  was  from 
the  south-east. 

The  22d  was  the  hottest  day  of  the  month ;  at  6  o'clock,  A.  M. 
the  mercury  stood  at  74°  and  at  76°  at  9  o'clock,  P.  M.;  and  du- 
ring the  intermediate  hours  it  was  at  90°,  93°,  94°,  and  97°;  the 
complement  of  the  dew-point  varying,  during  the  day,  from  25° 
to  30°.  On  the  morning  of  this  hot  and  dry  day,  I  was  surprised 
to  find  my  ink  covered  with  a  thick  coat  of  mold ;  some  flour 
paste  was  in  the  same  condition.  On  stirring  up  the  latter,  so  as 
con^pletely  to  conceal  all  the  mold,  I  found  it,  a  few  hours  later, 
again  covered  in  the  same  manner. 

Th6  ak,  on  the  28d  and  24th,  was,  part  of  the  time,  saturated 
with  moisture  ;  at  other  times,  the  complement  of  the  dew-point 
was  7°  and  10°.  There  were  light  showers  on  both  days,  and  a 
well-defined  nimbus  appeared  to  the  north-west  on  the  evening  of 
the  24th,  accompanied  with  distant  lightning ;  by  9  o'clock  it  be- 
came a  magnificent  black  cloud,  and  in  less  than  fifteen  minutes 
it  was  wafted  over  us  to  the  south-east  by  a  temporary  breeze, 
leaving  the  atmosphere  behind  it  clear,  but  settling  in  the  south- 
east in  frowning  darkness  :  not  a  drop  of  rain  was  perceived  du- 
ring its  transit.  The  temperature  of  the  air  at  the  time  was  74°; 
and  the  dew-point  64°.  But  although  no  rain  fell,  it  was  evident 
that  during  the  night,  there  was  an  increase  of  humidity  in  the 
air;  for  at  6  o'clock  next  morning,  the  temperature  being  the 
same,  (74°)  the  dew-point  was  as  high  as  72°;  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M., 
the  comparison  was  85°  and  dew-point  74°. 

A  north-west  breeze  prevailed  during  the  day,  (25th)  clearing 
for  a  time,  the  western  sky,  and  piling  up  cumuli  in  the  east — 
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The  highest  temperature  daring  the  day  (10  o'clock)  was  93^; 
and  the  complement  of  the  dew-point  at  the  same  period  24°. — 
The  26th  began  with  a  cloudless  sky ;  and  a  temperature  of  70**, 
which  increased  to  96^  at  noon,  but  declined  several  degrees  by  1 
o'clock,  when  the  complement  of  the  dew-point  was  just  80°. — 
Later  in  the  afternoon,  a  violent  storm  of  wind,  with  rain,  strewed 
limbs  from  our  shade  trees  about  the  streets,  and  uprooted  forest 
trees  near  town.  A  case  of  renewed  intermittent  fever  occurred 
this  morning.  As  with  many  other  cases,  it  was  unattended 
with  a  chill ;  not  the  slightest  sense  of  coldness  being  experienced. 

Dr.  Drake,  in  his  systematic  treatise  on  the  diseases  of  our 
great  valley,  adopting  perhaps  the  prevalent  opinion,  says  we 
should  not  consider  vernal  intermittents  *'  as  the  offspring  of  a 
poison  developed  in  that  season,  (spring,)  but  relapses,  like  those 
of  winter."  It  is  true,  that  the  greater  number  of  our  present 
vernal  intermittente  have  happened  in  persons  who  were  affected 
last  fall ;  but  there  were  well -attested  cases  this  spring  in  persons 
who  were  not  attacked  last  fall ;  and  cases  in  those  who  asserted 
they  never  had  the  ague.  Such  "  new  cases  "  the  doctor  says  "  are 
not  to  be  ascribed  to  a  reproduction  of  the  special,  remote*  cause, 
in  those  seasons,  (winter  and  spring,)  but  to  its  impress  in  au- 
tumn ;  which  impress  was  not  followed  by  the  fever  at  that  time." 
These  cases  he  calls  "  deferred  attacks." 

I  am  not  now  prepared  to  call  in  question  the  correctness  of 
this  doctrine  of  a  slumbering  impress ;  but  I  will  submit  the  fol- 
lowing case  to  the  reader.  A  man  residing  in  the  mountainous 
parts  of  Pennsylvania,  visited  this  place  about  the  middle  of  this 
month.  He  had  not  suffered  from  a  fit  of  sickness  for  nine  years ; 
and  appeared  to  be  in  excellent  health  at  the  time  of  his  arrival 
here.  But  the  next  day  he  was  attacked  with  intermittent  fever. 
He  attributed  his  sickness  to  exposure,  late  in  the  evening,  on 
the  deck  of  the  boat,  while  descending  the  Ohio.  He  appears 
not  to  have  been  exposed  to  the  "  specific  poison,"  at  home  or 
abroad,  nnless  we  consider  that  he  passed  into  an  infected  atmos- 
phere on  his  western  visit. 

On  the  27th,  the  vane  was  directed  to  all  points  of  the  com- 
pass through  the  day;  but  inclined  more  to  settle  with  the  finger 
pointing  to  the  south-east,  while  the  fleecy  clouds  (cirro  cumuli) 
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were  slowly  moFing  to  the  east.  Some  raiR  fell  in  the  course  of 
the  day.  The  temperature  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  was  88**.  The 
complement  of  the  dew-point  at  noon  was  9^. 

A  copious  shower  fell  on  the  28th ;  but  the  weather  continued 
oppressively  warm  to  the  dose  of  the  month,  the  dew-point  com- 
plement varying  from  0°,  to  11** ;  and  the  wind  blowing  from  the 
8.  W.  for  the  last  three  days,  except  the  30th,  when  the  vane 
played  in  the  north  semicircle  from  the  east  to  the  west  and  cooled 
the  air. 

Cases  of  intermittent  fever  continued  to  occur  to  the  dose  of 
the  month.  I  met  with  no  instance  of  this  disease  in  children 
under  three  years  of  age  ;  nor  in  adults  above  the  age  of  sixty. 
It  affected  persons  in  town  and  country,  between  these  ages ;  the 
hardiest  of  our  yeomanry,  and  those  of  feeble  constitutions  were 
alike  subjects  of  it ;  as  well  as  both  sexes.  In  some,  it  several 
times  recurred  in  the  course  of  the  spring.  Almost  invariably, 
(indeed,  I  do  not  recollect  an  exception,)  the  solution  of  quinine 
and  iron  already  named  in  a  former  report,  arrested  the  attack 
by  one  day's  use  of  it :  ten  or  twelve  grs.  of  the  sulphate  of  qui- 
nine being  taken  in  the  course  of  the  day.  I  scarcely  ever  use 
any  preparatory  means,  as  emetics  and  cathartics.  Affections  of 
the  spleen  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  in  any  case ;  nor  in- 
flammatory complications  of  any  kind.  Many  patients  had  scarce- 
ly a  chill ;  and  others  shook  violently. 

It  may  not  be  altogether  irrelevant  to  these  desultory  records 
of  facts  just  to  say,  that  a  friend  from  Michigan  (Cass  co.)  in- 
formed me  that  this  fever  prevailed  in  that  State  last  fall ;  and 
that  numerous  cases  existed  this  spring,  as  with  us,  thus  farther 
south. 

I  have  met  with  no  remittent  fever  this  season  ;  but  Dr.  Har- 
rington told  me  he  had  several  cases  of  it  this  month,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  some  flat  lands  eight  or  ten  miles  northwest 
from  Bichmond. 

Cases  of  cholera  morbus  began  to  occur  before  the  month  ended ; 
but  I  know  of  no  instances  of  cholera  infantum. 

I  have  simplified,  and  perhaps  improved,  the  formula  for  the 
antiperiodic  compound  named  in  a  former  report ;  (page  246  of 
this   volume;)  and  have  been  using  the  new  preparation  this 
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month,  exclusively.     I  am  fully  satisfied  with  the  durability  of 
the  compound,  and  with  its  efficiency. 
This  is  the  simplified  formula : 


Vc,     Quinae  Sulphatis 

210  grs. 

Aquae  distillatse 

210  drs. 

Acidi  Sulphurici 

q.  s. 

ut  perfecte  solvetur  sal. 

Deinde  adde. 

Ferri  pgrsulphatis 

52   grs. 

Fiat  Solutio. 

This  makes  almost  a  colorless  preparation,  and  one  that  is  perfectly 
transparent.  My  usual  dose  is  a  teaspoonful  every  two  hours  in 
the  absence  of  fever.  The  quantity  of  the  |?ersulphate  may  be 
increased  ad  libitum ;  but  I  find  the  fourth  of  a  grain  to  a  drachm 
of  the  solution,  sufficient  to  preserve  the  preparation  from  decom- 
position ;  and  it  gives,  perhaps,  a  proper  chalybeate  quality  to  the 
solution. 

Daily  observations  were  made  during  the  month,  on  the  ozono- 
scope. In  presenting  the  annexed  summary,  I  give,  in  a  tabular 
form,  for  convenient  inspection,  the  minimum  and  maximum  num- 
ber of  hours  required  on  different  days  to  reach  the  respective 
degrees : 

1°  in  i  hour.  6*^  in  2^^  to  9  hours. 

2°   "    1     "  7°   "  2     to  14     " 

3°   "    1  to  7  hrs.  8°   "  3     to  6    " 

4*^   "    i  to  3  '*  9°   "  4     to  16    " 

5°    "    1  to  4  "  10°   "  4     to  12     " 

The  different  degrees  were  reached  most  rapidly,  on  rainy  or  misty 
days.  This  was  invariably  the  case.  And  I  am  satisfied,  that 
on  the  hottest  days,  the  iodide  of  potassium  was  decomposed, 
and  the  iodine  largely  evaporated  before  it  could  act  on  the  starch. 
There  have  been  but  three  deaths  within  the  limits  of  the  cor^ 
poration  during  the  month,  (about  0.46  per  cent,  of  the  popula- 
tion,) and  beside  the  intermittent,  scarcely  any  sickness.  I 
observed  no  variation  in  the  health  of  the  community  during  the 
various  changes  indicated  by  the  ozonoscope. 
VOL.  L — ^NO.  8 — 23. 
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AxL  lY. — Proceedings  of  the  Montgomery  OounHf  IMieal  Soeidjf. 

TfiB  Society  met  at  the  Phoenix  House,  in  the  ritj  of  Dayton, 
on  the  3d.  of  July.  The  President,  Dr.  L  A.  CooBS,  took  the 
chair  at  10  o'clocL 

Dr.  J.  C.  Fisher,  of  Dayton,  was  then  haOoted  for  and  nnani- 
moosly  elected  a  member  of  the  Society ;  and  the  name  of  Dr.  6. 
H.  Baines,  of  Chamhersbarg  was  pnqposed  for  membership. 

Dr.  Denise  then  broaght  before  the  Society  a  physiological 
and  a  pathological  specimen — both  taken  from  the  same  sub- 
ject The  former  was  an  uterns  with  its  appendages,  containing 
an  OYom  about  the  size  of  a  nntmeg,  idiich  with  its  membranea 
were  well  displayed  and  excited  mach  interest  Dr.  Carey,  also, 
presented  to  the  notice  of  the  Society,  too  T^ry  smalloTa,  showing 
the  amnion  and  the  chorion.  The  pathological  spedmem  was  the 
parts  inYolTed  in  the  disease  of  which  the  woman  had  died — 
cancer  of  the  reetnm.  The  doctor  then  gave  the  history  of  the 
case  as  far  as  he  conld  ascertain  it — its  course  under  his  obserra- 
tion  and  the  treatment  pursued.  Several  members  of  the  Sodet]^ 
had  seen  the  case  in  consultation  as  it  was  one  of  unusual  difficulty 
in  regard  to  diagnosis,  and  of  great  interest 

Dr.  HcDermont  then  read  the  following  interesting  case  <rf 
fracture  of  the  skull : 

Mr.  Brower,  age  32,  while  engaged  in  felling  timber  on  hia 
farm  seven  miles  east  ^rf*  Dayton,  was  struck  by  a  fidling  tree, 
aad  was  carried  in  a  state  of  insensibility  to  his  residesoe,  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  distant 

The  accident  occurred  Mardi  18th,  1856,  about  10  o'dock  A.  M. 
Thefamily  {Aysician  wassentforandarriTedat  1  o'clock.  By  this 
time  the  patient  had  recovered  sMiie  degree  of  ciHiscioosneM  and, 
according  to  the  doctor's  statement,  he  gave  intell^ent  anawen 
%b  several  questions  that  were  prt^posed  to  him.  On  the  left  side 
of  the  forehead,  there  was  an  extensive  lacerated  wound,  whidi 
the  doctor  dressed  by  stitches  and  adhesiva  alrapa — not  having 
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detected  any  depression  of  the  skull  and  supposing  from  the 
returning  consciousness  of  the  patient  that  the  case  was  one  of 
severe  concussion. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  I  was  called  upon  by  the  patient's  father, 
who  requested  me  to  visit  his  son  and  to  take  my  trephining 
instruments  along,  as  he  thought  an  operation  would  be  necessary. 
At  6  o'clock  the  same  evening,  I  found  the  patient  in  a  state  of 
complete  insensibility,  the  loudest  question  spoken  in  his  ear 
failed  to  elicit  any  response — his  surface  was  below  the  natural 
temperature  and  covered  with  clammy  perspiration,  pulse  68. 
respiration  13  per  minute  and  labored,  right  pupil  dilated,  left 
pupil  could  not  be  seen  in  consequence  of  the  extensive  effusion 
of  blood  into  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  eyelid.  Whole  face 
considerably  tumefied — blood  was  oozing  from  the  wound,  atten- 
dants said  it  had  been  bleeding  ever  since  the  accident,  and  at 
first  was  very  profuse — blood  was  also  discharged  through  the 
nose. 

The  patient  though  insensible  to  any  questions,  manifested  a 
feeling  of  pain  whenever  the  wound  was  touched — an  examina- 
tion with  a  probe  carefully  inserted  between  the  stitches  detected 
an  extensive  fracture  of  the  frontal  bone  with  depression. 

I  stated  to  the  family  the  necessity  of  an  operation  for  the 
purpose  of  relieving  the  brain  from  the  compression  which  the 
depressed  bone  was  making  upon  it,  and  also  the  importance  of 
having  the  compression  removed  as  early  as  possible.  Mrs.  B., 
the  patient's  wife  objected  to  any  further  surgical  interference, 
she  had  witnessed  his  suffering  while  the  doctor  was  sewing  up 
the  wound,  she  had  heard  him  express  the  opinion  that  the  patient 
would  not  probably  live  till  morning,  and  she  was  unwilling  to 
see  any  more  pain  inflicted  upon  him;  she  was  impressed  with 
the  belief  that  an  attempt  to  operate  would  hasten  his  death  and 
cause  unnecessary  suffering. 

Failing  to  convince  her  of  the  necessity  of  an  immediate 
operation,  I  left  the  house  after  having  arranged  to  return  at  a 
late  hour  and  confer  with  the  doctor,  for  whom  a  messenger  was 
despatched  in  the  mean  time.  In  thi^  way  the  operation  was 
delayed  nearly  twelve  hours  after  the  receipt  of  the  injury,  during 
whidbi  time  the  patient  showed  no  sign  of  consdousnesB  beyond 
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wbai  has  alreadj  been  stated.     About  10  o'doek  tbe  operation 
was  commenced,  the  extent  of  the  fracture  being  mnch  greater 
than  the  wound,  it  was  necessary  to  enlarge  the  latter — ^the  first 
incision  caused  the  patient  to  wince,  and  subsequently  he  became 
so  restless  and  unmanageable  that  I  found  it  necessary  to  put  him 
under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  in  order  to  proceed  safely  with 
the  operation.     On  dissecting  aside  the  soft  parts,  we  found  the 
fracture  four  and  a  half  inches  long  by  two  inches  wide,  extending 
from  above  the  left  frontal  eminence,  downward  and  inward  to 
ihe  base  of  the  skull,  which  was  also  involved  in  the  fracture. 
The  depression  was  greatest  at  the  orbital  ridges.     By  means  of 
Hey's  saw  and  a  strong  elevator,  I  succeeded  in  removing  eleven 
fragments  of  bone,  one  of  these  fragments  had  penetrated  the 
membrane  of  the  brain  and  lodged  in  the  cerebral  substance.     A 
triangular  portion  of  the  orbital  plate  having  a  base  of  about 
three  quarters  of  an  inch,  was  broken  and  forced  upward  and 
backward  upon  the  cerebrum.     On  raising  this  fragment  with 
the  Elevator,  I  found  that  its  attachments  were  not  very  firm, 
but  a  moment's  reflection  on  the  importance  of  its  anatomical 
relations,  determined  me  on  placing  it  in  situ  and  trusting  to 
the  conservative  powers  of  nature  to  restore  its  integrity.     Two 
of  the  arteries  inside  the  skull  had  been  wounded,  and  continued 
to  bleed  for  more  than  an  hour  after  the  fragments  of  bone  had 
been  removed.     The   hemorrhage  was  finally  arrested  by  the 
steady  application  of  icicle-points  to  the  oozing  vessels.      The 
wound  was    thoroughly  cleansed,   and   the  soft  parts   brought 
together  over  the  denuded  brain  and  united  by  suture  and  adhe- 
sive strips-^a  bladder  half  filled  with  ice  water,  was  laid  against 
the  wound  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  make  pressure  on  the  part 
affected.     When  the  operation  was  completed  and  the  effect  of 
the  chlofroform  was  passing  off,  the  patient  began  to  complain  of 
severe  pain  in  one  foot ;  he  imagined  his  foot  was  being  crushed 
beneath  some  heavy  weight,  and  his  exclamations  of  agony  and 
vociferous  entreaties  for  relief,  were  as  earnest  and  natural  as  if 
his  foot  had  really  been  suffering  in  a  vice.     This  morbid  im- 
pression lasted  about  thirty  minutes.     I  mention  it  as  an  unusual 
phenomenon  in  the  case,  without  expressing  any  opinion  as  to  its 
cause.     Directing  the  apartment  to  be  kept  cool,  dark  and  quiet, 
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and  the  iced  application  to  be  constantly  applied  to  his  head,  I 
left  him  in  the  care  of  his  mother,  who  proved  to  be  a  most 
judicious  nurse.  He  remained  insensible  the  greater  part  of  the 
night,  but  on  the  day  following  he  complained  of  pain  in  his 
head,  answered  some  questions  atid  asked  for  water.  From  this 
time  his  symptoms  improved  though  the  progress  was  very  slow. 
In  a  few  days  the  wound  began  to  suppurate  and  for  several 
weeks  discharged  freely.  His  bowels  from  the  first  were  kept 
free  by  means  of  enemata  and  the  occasional  administration  of 
cathartics.  Strange  to  say  the  reaction  following  the  operation 
was  extremely  slight,  the  pulse  did  not  at  any  time  exceed  eighty- 
six,  although,  from  the  first,  his  capacity  to  understand  increased^ 
yet  it  was  eight  days  before  he  was  able  to  recollect  any  thing  that 
transpired,  during  which  time  his  memory  seemed  to  be  entirely 
dormant.  The  fragment  of  the  orbital  plate  which,  as  already 
stated,  was  placed  in  situ,  gave  me  the  deepest  solicitude.  It 
was  the  seat  of  nearly  all  the  suffering  of  which  the  patient 
complained.  The  parts  adjacent  were  very  tender  to  the  touch, 
and  continued  inflamed  and  painful  for  several  weeks ;  happily 
however  in  about  a  month  the  inflammation  in  the  part  subsided, 
and  the  entire  wound  having  ceased  to  suppurate,  healed  up.  In 
two  months  Mr.  B.  was  able  to  ride  over  his  farm,  at  the  present 
writing  he  is  enjoying  excellent  health,  and  all  his  mental  facul- 
ties are  as  sound  and  vigorous  as  at  any  period  of  his  life. 

One  of  the  most  pleasing  features  in  this  case  has  yet  to  be 
mentioned.  He  had  suft'ered  almost  constantly  for  many  years 
with  violent  nervous  headache,  and  since  the  occurrence  of  the 
accident,  he  has  been  entirely  free  from  this  affection. 

♦  ♦  ♦  **  I  have  been  induced  to  present  the  foregoing 
report,  because  the  records  of  surgery  present  few  recoveries  after 
the  reoeipt  of  injuries  so  extensive  and  complicated  as  in  the  case 
described. 

/Secondly.  Because  it  affords  a  good  illustration  of  the  want 
of  uniformity  in  the  symptoms  arising  from  depressed  fracture  of 
the  cranium,  and  the  consequent  necessity  of  caution  in  our 
attempts  to  diagnose  between  compression  and  concussion, 
•specially  when  no  external  depression  can  be  detected. 

TkirMy.    It  exemplifies  in  a  striking  manner  the  value  of 
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chloroform  in  operations  after  severe  injuries.  Bat  for  its  infla- 
enee  in  the  case  reported,  the  operation  wonld  have  proyed  a 
yery  dangeroas  one  if  not  altogether  impracticable,  owing  to  the 
nncontroUable  restlessness  of  the  patient,  and  as  has  been  proved 
in  thousands  of  instances  in  the  Crimean  war,  it  was  doubtless 
the  means  of  saving  the  patient  from  that  nervous  exhaustion 
and  violent  reaction  which  so  frequently  proved  fatal  prior  to  the 
use  of  anesthesise.  ^ 

Dr.  Brennan  spoke  at  some  length  on  the  paper — ^he  condemned 
the  use  of  chloroform  in  the  case.  Thought  that  when  there 
had  been  such  a  severe  injury  to  the  brain,  it  was  improper  to 
administer  an  agent  acting  so  powerfully  upon  it  as  chloroform 
does. 

Dr.  Haines  spoke  in  favor  of  the  coarse  pursued,  and  drew  an 
inference  from  the  favorable  result 

Dr.  Davis  made  some  remarks  in  regard  to  the  propriety  of 
administering  chloroform  in  such  cases — if  patients  were  insensi-* 
ble  to  pain  when  the  operation  commenced,  they  would  often 
struggle  violently  as  soon  as  the  depressed  bone  was  raised.  He 
would  not  have  attempted  the  operation  without  administering 
it — thought  it  a  severe  case  from  which  recovery  was  scarcely  to  be 
expected. 

Dr.  Denise  did  not  think  it  so  great  a  wonder  that  the  patknt 
recovered — had  known  of  many  cases  of  severe  injury  to  the 
head,  cases  where  some  of  the  cerebral  substance  had  been  lost, 
but  they  had  recovered.  He  said  it  would  be  found  that  they  did 
well  for  a  time,  but  after  a  year  or  so  died,  and  mentioned  a  case 
in  Cincinnati,  in  which  the  patient  had  died  of  apoplexy  some 
time  after  having  seemingly  entirely  recovered  from  a  severe 
injury  to  the  head.  He  thought  the  case  reported,  showed  the 
propriety  of  giving  an  anesthetic  under  such  circumstances. 

Dr.  McDermont  said  in  reply,  that  he  thought  it  a  very  severe 
injury  from  the  base  of  the  skull  having  been  implicated  in  the 
fracture,  and  from  the  amount  and  persistence  of  the  hemorrhage 
•—did  not  think  there  were  many  cases  on  I'eeord,  where  so  severe 
an  injury  was  followed  by  recovery.  In  reply  to  Dr.  Brennan 
he  alluded  to  the  experience  of  the  Crimea,  and  said  that  surgical 
authorities  would  sustain  him  in  the  coarse  he  had  pursued. 
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Dr.  Carey  did  not  think  compression  of  the  hrain  contra-indi- 
cated the  use  of  chloroform,  its  action  was  upon  the  sentient  nerves. 
The  danger  from  fractures  of  base  of  skull  arose  from  impor- 
tant nerves,  and  the  medulla  oblongata  being  injured — in  this 
case,  the  fracture  being  so  far  anterior  the  danger  from  it  was 
diminished.  He  related  a  case  which  he  had  treated,  in  man^ 
respects  similar  to  this  one.  Also  one  of  a  young  man  who  fell 
down  one  story  of  a  mill,  striking  the  back  of  his  head  with 
violence — there  was  insensibility,  and  all  the  symptoms  of  com- 
pression, and  hemorrhage  from  the  ear  for  twelve  or  fourteen 
hours.  He  gradually  recovered,  but  did  not  regain  the  senses  of 
hearing  and  vision  for  several  months. 

Dr.  Brennan  made  some  farther  remarks  in  which  he  main- 
tained his  former  grounds — he  said  that  in  diseases  of  heart  and 
lungs,  chloroform  was  not  administered  and  it  should  not  be  in 
injuries  of  the  head — that  when  there  was  great  congestion  of  the 
brain  and  debility  of  that  organ,  it  was  improper  to  administer 
an  agent  which  added  to  those  conditions — he  thought  it  ''reck- 
less^'  practice,  and  would  not  be  controlled  by  ''authority"  but 
proceed  upon  "general  principles." 

Dr.  Reeve  objected  to  the  use  of  the  terms  "congestion"  and 
"debility"— there  was  no  evidence  of  the  former  being  present  in 
the  case  reported,  the  depression  of  bone  being  enough  to  account 
for  the  symptons,  nor  did  we  know  that  chloroform  produced  the 
latter — ^we  only  knew  the  fact  that  it  destroyed  sensation,  the 
particular  condition  of  the  brain  as  to  excitement  or  debility,  con* 
gestion  or  its  opposite  being  undemonstrated.  He  did  not  agree 
with  Dr.  B.  in  regard  to  authority — thought  our  practice  too  limi- 
ted to  establish  general  principles;  he  alluded  to  the  articles 
lately  published  by  Dr.  Snow,  the  highest  authority,  in  the  Lon- 
don Lancet,  where  the  propriety  of  administering  this  agent  even 
in  diseases  of  the  brain,  heart  or  lungs,  when  the  question  was 
of  a  severe  operation  to  be  suffered  by  persons  with  such  disease 
was  shown — Dr.  S.  had  showed  that  they  ran  less  risk  from  an 
operation  with  chloroform  than  without  it. 

[The  remainder  of  the  "  Transactions  of  the  Montgomery  Co. 
60c., "  embracing  an  interesting  paper  on  Sulph.  Cinchonia  by  Dr. 
Carey,  and  its  discussion — must  be  deferred  till  next  month.— Eds.] 
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Avr.  v.  Physical  ExploratwM  and  DiagnowU  of  Diseaaea  affeding  the  Re^piraUfry 
organs.  By  ArsTiN  Fukt,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medi- 
eine  in  the  University  of  Louisyille,  &o.,  <S».  Philadelphia,  Blanchard  & 
Lea;  1856. 

Prof.  Flint,  late  of  the  University  of  Louisville,  has  presented 
a  valuable  work  to  the  profession,  in  the  handsome  volume  before 
us.  As  the  author  well  remarks  in  the  preface,  **  the  discovery 
of  Laennec  forms  a  memorable  epoch  in  the  history  of  Medicine.'^ 
The  great  mass  of  the  medical  profession  tacitly  or  theoretically 
80  assent ;  and  yet  notwithstanding  this  assent  the  great  mass 
practically  in  great  measure  treat  the  testimony  of  the  physical 
exploration  and  diagnosis  of  thoracic  disease  with  scepticism ; — 
and  occasionally  we  even  come  across  a  man,  in  many  respects 
apparently,  pretty  well  informed  medically, — who,  nevertheless, 
will  speak  of  auscultation  as  "  a  great  humbug."  The  reasons 
for  this  lack  of  faith  are  suflBciently  evident  upon  a  little  reflec- 
tion. The  art  of  detecting  clearly  and  surely  the  evidences  of 
pathological  conditions  revealed  by  physical  exploration  is  a  mat- 
ter of  patient,  persevering,  continued  practice ;  the  ear  and  the 
judgment  must  be  faithfully  drilled  to  this  form  of  education ; 
day  after  day,  and  year  after  year,  the  young  physician  should  be 
acquiring  this  reliable  tact,  by  every  opportunity,  and  in  every 
form  of  disease.  The  French  motto,  *'  repetition  sans  cesse^^'  quo- 
ted by  Dr.  Flint  by  way  of  apology  for  frequent  repetitions  of 
what  he  regards  important  principles — may  well  be  urged  upon 
the  student  of  physical  exploration  ; — in  this  department  there 
is  but  one  road  to  excellence — repetition  sans  cesse.  Again,  there 
is  especial  pretension  and  imposture  in  this,  as  in  every  depart- 
ment of  our  profession ;  and  no  great  wonder,  in  view  of  the 
counterfeit,  that  many  a  worthy  man  is  led  to  question  the 
existence  of  the  genuine.  Still  further  we  may  remark,  that 
most  of  the  special  treatises,  particularly  those  which  have  re- 
cently appeared,  and  may  be  supposed  to  embody  all  the  late 
discoveries   and   improvements   in  physical  diagnosis,  are   for 
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the  most  part  only  designed  as  **  manucds  for  the  medical  stu- 
dent." They  serve  as  valuable  guides  in  our  researches — but 
are  not  comprehensive  by  any  means  as  works  of  reference.  Dr. 
Flint  has  sought  to  supply  what  he  regards  as  a  desideratum  in 
this  field  of  study — "a  work  limited  to  diseases  of  the  respira- 
tory organs,  treating  in  extenso,  and  almost  exclusively,  of  the 
principles  and  practice  of  physical  exploration  as  applied  to  the 
diagnosis  of  these  aJBTections." 

The  work  bears  internal  evidence  of  great  industry  and  care 
in  the  preparation  of  its  minute  details.  We  can  not,  do  more 
than  call  attention  to  a  hasty  synopsis  of  its  plan,  which  however, 
will  give  our  readers  some  idea  of  the  character  of  the  book. 

We  have  first,  then,  an  introductory  chapter  of  two  sections, 
devoted  to  a  resumS  of  the  general  anatomical  and  physiological 
points  essential  to  a  study  of  the  respiratory  apparatus.  .  The 
body  of  the  work  is  thereafter  divided  into  two  parts :  Part  L,  The 
Physical  Exploration  of  the  Chest;  Part  II.,  Diagnosis  of  Biseor 
ses  affecting  the  Respiratory  Organs ;  and  the  minute  detail  we 
have  alluded  to  in  the  work  is  seen  when  we  remark  that  Part  I. 
is  made  up  of  nine  chapters,  embracing  remarks  upon  the  difierent 
methods  of  exploration — of  percussion,  auscultation,  mensura- 
tion, palpation,  etc.,  etc.  Then  we  have  percussion  as  modified 
by  health  and  disease,  and  as  influenced  by  the  various  regions 
to  which  it  is  applied ;  so  of  auscultation,  the  natural  phenomena 
of  respiratory  sounds  are  given,  and  the  various  modifications  of 
disease,  the  murmur,  the  rale,  the  peculiarities  of  voice  and  the 
peculiarities  of  cough.  The  same  minuteness  characterizes  the 
topics  embraced  in  Part  11. :  Physical  Signs  of  Bronchitic  disease 
— Dilitation  and  contraction  of  the  bronchial  tubes — Pertussis- 
Asthma — Pneumonitis  —  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis —  Pulmonary 
Oedema  — Gangrene  of  the  Lungs — Pleuritis — Hjdrothorax — 
Pneumothorax — etc.,  etc. — Many  of  these  general  heads'embracing 
many  subdivisions  of  interest  and  serious  import.  In  many  of 
the  paragraphs  we  observe  that  Prof.  Flint  has,  to  some  extent, 
preserved  the  ease  and  familiarity  of  style  incident  to  the  Le<> 
ture  room,  and  doubtless  his  readers  will  thank  him  for  it.  Few 
will  study  this  book  without  profit ;  as  has  been  already  remarked 
by  a  critic  of  this  book — "  It  does  credit  to  the  author  and  through 
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Um,  to  tbe  profession  in  this  country.    It  k  wknl  veouBO^  caU 
eierj  book  upon  auscnltation,  a  readable  book." 

For  sale  by  Moore,  Wilstach,  Keys  &  Orerend.  Priea  j|3L    % 


L  Tl  limUtlm,  tkmr  Cmmm  mmi  tknr  Cave  J^  HEarO.  Wvm;  M. ]>,  dCL, 
tiCL    5ewTork:&&  4  W.Wood,  1856l 

Wshare  receired  a  small  rcdnme  witktkeabofvttllefroB  tke 
pnblisbers,  the  Messn.  Wood,  of  N.  Y.  It  is  iiiiMmniiig  in  sixe 
or  title,  bat  from  a  careful  eYaminathm  we  are  prepared  to  com- 
mend it  to  tbe  faTYNrable  conaideratioa  of  tke  profemiQii,  as  being 
a  pitby,  saggestife  little  book,  more  to  tke  purpose  in  its  bverity, 
tkaa  many  a  book  of  more  pretension  and  pages^  It  is  dindcd 
mto  two  parts :  L  The  Tarieties  and  symptoms  of  hendachea,  and 
8.  Their  causes  and  treatmoiL  The  anthor  still  farther  arrajn- 
ges  his  matter  with  reference  to  099 — inflnences  ol  the  stale  of 
the  cinulatimg  mpiem — the  digewtke  mrgama — the  merwaua  nftiem 

lie  diamae.  X 


Phifmdoyfi of  Qemrmtiam;  with  eoiandlithogrmpkimj^d  mmma  uma  mimi  rmi  illutii  ■ft'iiiw 
J^  Avmrmm  K.  CU  ran;  iL  3L,  M.  Du  P^enuotKt  Bsmbor  of  the  IXmtiaamal 
MuHbmI  AModMoa ;  Follow  of  tiut  S«w  York  Acmktmj  of  MwikniMr ;  »i^—fc«" 
of  tJie  Maamdiiisetts  Medicftl  Sode^:  member  of  tbe  !few  Toi^  Padiologicai 
Socie^ ;  Late  lastrvetor  on  diiwiirn  of  womon  and  d&iMmi  in  the  5«rw  Tosh 
PMparatovj  School  of  Me^cine  ;  Phjsicuui  for  diaeases  of  woDMn^  In  the  Sew 
Toik Northern  Dispenseiy ;  Authorof  Monogmphs  on  A^et;  ITtenne  KemoRi^ 
iMi^e;  Biqptiirt  of  the  FsrijHnBi,  ctft,  etc.    ^lew  Tosk: Oewiftt  and  DnYenperl. 

Wb  do  not  know  whether  the  aifix  of  nomeroos  titles  gives 
wisdom,  bat  o»tain  it  is  that  our  expectations  were  greatly  raued 
sn  reading  the  title  page  of  this  small  volome.  We  did  not  sn^ 
pose  that  any  (me  man  could  have  such  inflictions  apon  him  with- 
out being  greatly  advanced  in  knowledge.  It  is  peihapa  trae 
thai  some  of  the  honors  are  not  diffienlt  to  be  borne,  yet  we  are 
ai  a  loss  to  understand  how  one  »nall  head  coaU  deserve  sndi  an 
abondance  of  woridly  renown.  Upon  looking  into  the  book,  hov» 
Offer,  we  are  not  astonished  at  the  use  of  the  titles ;  we  snppoae 
ihey  are  intended  to  give  repntation  to  the  work,  for  this  is  cep> 
tntaly  what  it  most  iweds»  and  n  ^nality  which  it  ia  not  very 
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to  get,  per  se.  The  frontispiece  we  suppose  is  intended  for  the 
same  object,  but  how  a  finely  executed  lithographed  view  of  the 
female  organs  of  generation  with  a  speculum  inserted  is  calculii- 
ted  to  give  any  great  amount  of  instruction,  we  are  too  obtuse  to 
discover.  It  is  a  matter,  however,  about  which  tastes  may  differ. 
For  our  own  part,  we  are  averse  to  any  unnecessary  exhibition  of 
this  kind,  even  in  print.  If  perchance  a  second  edition  should 
be  called  for,  we  advise  the  author  to  substitute  a  portrait  of 
himself.  We  are  unable  to  discover  any  good  reason  why  thia 
book  should  everhave  beenpublished.  Other  books  have  said 
before  all  that  we  find  in  this,  and  in  quite  as  good  style,  if  not 
superior  to  it.  It  is  got  up  in  beautiful  style  by  the  enterprising 
publishers. 

For  sale  by  Moore,  Wilstach,  Keys  &  Overend.  Price  $2.    * 


Abt.  YIIL  a  eUsqutntion  on  the  Ancient  HUtory  of  Medicine  ;  eompriring  critical  no- 
ticesofthe  Oriff  in  of  Medical  Scie/ice,it9  vicissitudes  in  the  remotest  times ^  and  of  its 
reconstruction  and  final  establishment  by  the  Greeks,  By  Thomas  L.  Weight, 
M.  D. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  author  for  a  copy  of  this  essay.  It  is 
divided  into  eleven  chapters.  Chapter  1st.,  is  taken  up  with 
"the  utility  of  the  study  of  ancient  history.  Chapter  2d.  The 
advanced  condition  of  Science  in  remote  ages  of  the  world. 
Chapter  3d.  Peculiarities  in  the  situation  of  Egypt,  favorable 
to  the  preservation  of  knowledge.  Chapter  4th.  Manners  and 
customs  of  the  Egyptians,  bearing  upon  the  preservation  of  leani'' 
ing,  and  especially  of  the  science  of  Medicine.  Chapter  5th. 
Connection  of  superstition  with  diseases  and  with  their  remedies. 
Chapter  6th.  Condition  of  Medicine  among  the  Babylonians  and 
Phoenicians.  Chapter  7th.  State  of  Medicine  among  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Greece,  anterior  to  the  heroic  ages.  Chapter  8th.  Advance- 
ment of  Medical  Science  in  Greece,  during  the  heroic  agea. 
Chapter  9th.  Situation  of  Medical  Science  during  the  middle 
ages  of  Grecian  history.  Chapter  10th.  A  notice  of  the  regen- 
eration of  Medical  Science  in  Greece,  consequent  upon  the  teacb* 
ings  of  Pythagoras.  Chapter  11th.  The  general  spread  of  the 
science  of  Medicine  after  the  time  of  Pythagoras. 

This  little  essay  can  not  be  read  without  great  profit,  and  we 


1 


en  nt>t  toomocli  appland  theaathor  for  Uaknovld^of  MeJitil 
Ustorj,  and  liis  zeal  fer  the  wdiare  of  his  piufeaMOu  m  paUisk- 
mgit 

In  his  preface  he  sajs :  **!  do  noi  sahmit  these  pages  to  the 
paUic  eje,  from  an j  Tain  or  idle  impals&  I  expeet  they  con- 
tain facts,  and  connections,  and  soggestions  that  maj  he  instroe- 
lire  to  the  joong, — and  to  some  who  are  no  longer  jocng: — to 
the  Medical  Practitioner,  and  to  many  whose  porsnits  are  diffisr- 
ant  from  the  practice  of  Medicine — else  I  would  not  paUidi 
them." 

A  more  general  stadj  of  Medical  kiitmy  hj  the  profession,  and 
especiall J  bj  students,  woold  do  much  to  nnmask  the  pretensioiis 
of  Quacks.  One  thing  especiallj  woald  he  learned,  that  Quacks 
hare  existed  in  all  ages,  bat  that  in  spite  of  all  opposition  the 
anence  and  art  of  Medicine  has  progressed  wonderfollj.  We 
hope  Dr.  Wright  maj  be  encouraged  bj  the  profession  in  his 
efforts,  so  as  he  maj  publish  a  second  one  on  ^Hippocrates,  and 
Aristotle, — upon  the  state  of  Medicine  in  the  Macedonian  Emr 
pire,  and  among  the  successors  of  Alexander, — and  upon  its  in- 
troduction into  Some,  and  its  condition  there  till  the  times  of 
Galen  and  Celsns/' 

The  Edsaj  can  be  had  bj  addressing  the  anther,  Bellefontaine, 
Oliia  t 


Amt,  IX.  The  PnetiHanen  FfuBrmmtopada  and  Vmvenal  farmtdarg,  Cbntaixiiiii^ 
aOOO  elaaified  prescriptions,  selected  firam  the  pnctice  of  the  mont  emioent 
British  an  I  f  jr^ign  Midical  ftathorides,  with  an  abstract  of  the  three  British 
Fharmacopoeias,  and  much  other  osafal  infbrmaAion  fbr  the  practitioner  and 
ftodent.  By  Joas  Foots,  M.  R.  C.  3.,  London.  Formerlj  Snrgeon  to  the 
Cholera  Hospital,  St.  Heliers,  Jersej,  with  corrections  and  additions  hj  an 
Aaerican  Phjncxjui.    New  YoriE,  &  S.  &  W.  Wo(h>,  261  Pearl  street,  1856. 

Thbri  is  Terj  little  in  this  book  which  strikes  ns  as  yalnable 
fer  the  well  educated  physician.  Indeed  it  belongs  to  a  class  of 
hooks  which  we  think  shonld  be  pnt  under  the  ban  of  the  profes- 
WHL  The  practitioners  Pharmacopoeia  indeed!  Who  is  the 
practitioner  who  has  studied  carefully  his  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics,  and  especiallj  the  Dispensatory,  who  requires  a 
collection  of  prescriptions  or  formulae  good,  bad  and  indifferent  ? 
It  may  be,  that  the  small  class  whom  we  shall  style  ^rescrip- 
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tion  Doctors,"  will  hail  the  appearance  of  this  book  with  pleasure. 
There  are  a  few  physicians  whom  we  have  met,  who  have  a  pre- 
scription for  every  disease,  and  called,  no  matter  at  what  stage 
of  it,  still  they  have  a  prescription.  We  have  observed,  too,  that 
the  whole  eflScacy  is  in  the  formula  or  prescription,  no  regard 
being  paid  to  the  ingredient.  Medical  students  too,  in  our  obser- 
vation have  a  great  penchant  for  prescriptions — and  eagerly 
note  down  the  formulae  given  by  the  Professor,  allowing  the  dis^ 
cussion  and  principles  for  their  use  to  pass  by.  We  once  knew  a 
Doctor  (?)  who  carried  this  to  such  great  lengths,  that  whenever 
called  to  a  case,  he  would  open  his  note  book  and  find  out  his 
emetic  formula,  carthartic  formula  etc. 

We  suppose  the  American  as  well  as  the  English  editor  intended 
that  this  book  should  be  carried  in  the  coat  pocket  of  every 
physician,  from  the  fact  of  their  giving  such  details  as  to  the 
treatment  of  accidents,  asphyxia,  drowning,  coup  de  soleil  &c. 
The  truth  is  that  the  good  physician,  and  student  has  very  little 
need  of  such  books.  There  are  some  formulsB  in  the  book  of 
value,  and  to  those  who  are  too  busy  to  hunt  them  up,  or  have 
not  books  of  reference  where  they  may  be  found,  we  would  recom 
mend  it.  We  opine  that  the  American  editor  had  no  very  high 
idea  of  the  book,  or  his  notes  and  additions,  or  he  would  have 
given  us  his  name. 

For  sale  by  Moore,  Wilstach,  Keys  &  Overend.  f 


Art.  X.  7^  action  of  Medicines  in  the  System:  or,  ''On  the  mode  in  which  Therapeutic 
Agents  introduced  into  the  Stomach  produce  their  peculiar  effects  on  the  Ani- 
mal Economy.''  Being  the  Prize  Essay  to  which  the  Medical  Society  of  Lon- 
don awarded  the  Fothergillian  gold  medal  for  MDCCCUI.  By  Fhederick 
William  Headland,  M.  B.,  B.  A.,  F.  D.  S.,  M.  R.  C.  S.,  etc.  Second  American 
edition,  from  the  second  revised  and  enlarged  London  edition.  Philadelphia : 
Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  1856. 

We  are  glad  to  welcome  a  second  edition  of  this  book.  Its 
popularity  is  certainly  a  good  index  of  its  merits.  We  think 
that  those  who  have  not  read  it,  should  purchase  a  copy  of 
this  second  edition.  The  every-day  practitioner  will  find  much 
of  value  in  it,  and  withal,  suggestions  of  importance  in  the  use 
of  his  remedies  at  the  bed-side.  Bapid  strides  have  been  made 
in  every  department  but  in  that  of  the  action  and  effects  of  med- 


Im  Msokgj,  diagMrii,  fmAOogjr  fkpUkfj 
irirj  we  can  daim  greal  fogigaa  aad  certaialf ,  hmk 
cone  to  look  oner  carefall j  all  tkal 
detenninuig  tko  moilui  ofWfandiy  aad  the  cftiia  of 
agentiy  ve  find  Imt  Utile  dial  is  alisfiKtatT^  aad  iaiKd  Ihal  ve 
ktl  i«fj  few  sle|»  la  adTaace  of  oar  amolMik  Few  per- 
giw9  thfiiflfga  to  this  work^  aad  aoBoag  thoK  tkne  k 
wanlxBg  Ike  kaoirledge  ngreaiary  to  ■■■n  wfil  or  valaaye 
icnlli^  Xo  ooe  is  qnaliied  to  attoMpi  the  iaftrtigafciQa  of  Utt 
adioa  of  nedieiiway  wko  kas  ao4  a  concet  undHstaodiDg  of  the 
eaoaei^  and  symptonis  of  diseaao.  One  gtval  okrtado  lies  ia  the 
waf  of  progreffi  in  Ike  inmeslfgatifflii — rt  m  tke  gtval  dmtc  mmm- 
ifaited  k J  too  maay  to  dkeoier  bew  zeawdbts.  b.  our  joanials^ 
vefind  fc«t».tl7»»«  ooe  r^omiKiHfiiig  »  .I»«t  cntem 
aeaiie  neir  remedy  Ibr  tke  core  oi  aome  ordmary  fiseaae.  ffii 
oberraliona  of  tke  remedj  are  Ijaeed  an  one  or  iialf  a  daaem 
of  eaaea.  We  aaj  tkis  »  a  great  obstade — tke  Materia  Mediea 
ia  already  swelled  to  an  inconTeniail  nae.  It  0  not  new  rene- 
£t»  we  so  mndb  want^  bat  a  rigid^  carefal  and  extended  stodj  of 
tke  actioa  and  effects  of  tkoae  best  known.  Tke  best  practitrnK- 
on^  and  most  aaecearfal  widial^  nae  but  tks  fewest  and  srmplest 
ieaicdiflB>  We  are  aorrj  apace  forbids  ns  finom.  drang  juatuse  to 
tbis  book.  We  kope  to  find  room  kercafber  to  giire  it  a  more 
esctended  notice.  We  recommended  it  to  all  of  oar  rcadfl9c&.  For 
sale  bj  Derbj  &  Ca,  Main  street.  f 


CORBMSFOS^DSIVCM. 


Banani^  Jub*  I2»  I8GI. 

Edocobs  MiDSJAL  QfiSSSirBB — ^Xke  anniyeraarj  of  the  Masiia 
dbnsetts  MedicaL  Society  took  place  in  tkis  city  on  Wednesday^ 
■ay  tke  2^kk.  It  was  one  of  tke  largjest  and  most  infaorcsting 
meetiing!»  ever  keld  by  tke  Society.  For  several  years  past^  tkaas 
anniversaries  bave  been  celebrated  in  diiferent  sections  of  tke 
gtete,  so  tkat  the  Fellows  might  be  more  equally  accommodated* 
CkmuauufiafeioBa  were  read  npon  vaiioaa  teqpica^  aflBan|ptkaaBi.maf 
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be  mentioned  one  on  the  sacoessful  treatment  of  ovarian  cysti 
by  puncture,  etc.,  and  resection  of  the  elbow  joint,  following  an 
injury.  Also  upon  secondary  syphilis,  with  the  exhibiticm  of 
patients  to  illustrate  its  varied  forms ;  and  a  topographical  account 
of  phthisis  in  Massachusetts.  The  last  paper  was  by  Dr.  Bow^ 
ditch,  of  Boston.  He  exhibited  a  State  map  to  illustrate  his 
results,  upon  which  all  of  the  towns  were  sketched  with  appro- 
priate colors,  to  show  the  prevalence  and  degree  of  intensity  of 
this  New  England  scourge.  It  was  evident,  from  his  condusiona^ 
that  there  is  great  irregularity  in  the  frequency  of  phthisis 
throughout  the  State — ^that  it  prevails  more  in  towns  and  localir 
ties  noted  for  dampness,  and  that  the  nature  of  the  soil  has  a 
controlling  influence  in  its  development. 

The  Annual  Address  was  delivered  by  Dr.  John  G.  Metcalf, 
of  Mendon,  upon  the  ''  Statistics  of  Midwifery.''  It  was  a  labored 
analysis  of  some  eighteen  hundred  cases,  eleven  hundred  oocnr^ 
ring  in  his  own  practice,  and  the  residue  in  that  of  his  neigh- 
bors ;  together  with  comparative  table  of  several  thousand  cases 
in  the  English,  French  and  German  practice. 

The  usual  dinner  was  served  at  the  Severe  House,  in  the  best 
style  of  ''  mine  host,"  where  between  five  and  six  hundred  Fel- 
lows participated  in  its  autopsy. 

**  There  none  refbsed  to  uae  the  knifa. 
Or  take  the  proffered  mixture ; 
While  each  forgot  the  daily  strife 
Of  death  with  Ufe*9  elixir," 

On  the  removal  of  the  cloth,  the  real  intellectual  feast  began, 
and  as  each  dish  of  sentiment  and  thought  was  served,  it  was 
evidently  shown  that  physicians,  when  beyond  the  confines  of  the 
"sick  room,"  are  ever  ready  for  the  emergencies  of  the  hour. 
Did  space  permit,  I  would  gladly  give  you  a  synopsis  of  the 
speeches,  but  as  they  were  mostly  of  a  local  character,  I  will 
only  make  one  or  two  brief  allusions  to  them.  The  venerable 
Dr.  James  Jackson,  in  responding  to  a  sentiment,  stated  the  fact 
that  when  he  joined  the  Society,  in  1802,  its  members  were  lim- 
ited to  seventy,  who  were  selected  for  membership  with  some 
regard  to  qualifications.  Subsequently,  all  practitioners  supposed 
to  be  of  rq^tahU  character  were  admitted ;  finaUy,  those  only 


(bmapamdmot.  [Avgost^ 

who  had  obtained*  a  medical  ediicatioii,  and  paaaed  a  satisfactory 
eiamination.  - 

Dr.  O.  W.  Holmes  made  Ike  speech  of  the  occasion.  It  was 
replete  with  all  those  delicacies  of  thought  and  expression  so 
familiar  to  the  author,  poet  and  phjsidan. 

Such  social  gatherings  of  the  medical  fraternity  are  of  the 
high^t  import.  They  impart  a  new  impetus  to  the  life  of  a 
physician.  He  can  lay  aside,  for  the  time,  his  toils  and  cares, 
extend  and  receive  a  fraternal  hand,  give  and  demand  **  aid  and 
sympathy,"  and  be  better  prepared  to  return  to  his  arduous  and 
responsible  duties.  Professional  jealousy  meets  with  a  check,  and 
-is  replaced  by  an  honorable  demeanor.  Let  the  sentiment  of  Dr. 
8.  Durkee,  of  Boston,  be  remembered.  He  gare — "  The  bone  of 
contentioTiy  if  there  be  such  a  bone,  whenever  and  wherever  found, 
let  it  be  cut  out  by  the  deepest  surgery,  and,  like  the  bones  of 
Hoses,  let  it  be  buried  where  no  man  can  find  it,  and  let  its  place 
be  filled  with  the  warm  and  vital  current  of  brotherly  love." 

At  the  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Suffolk  Medical  Soci- 
ety, May  31st,  several  interesting  cases  were  reported.  One  or 
two  are  deservin^:  of  notice. 

Dr.  Cabot  had  a  patient — ^female — thirty  years  old — ^resides  in 
Vermont — two  years  since  had  dysentery  in  its  putrid  form — 
continued  a  long  time — recovering  from  this,  she  thought  that 
air  was  expelled  from  the  vagina — afiLerwaid,  some  apple  seeds 
and  minute  partkles  of  fecal  matter.  The  vagina  and  bladder 
were  explored,  and  a  small  cuhie-^ae  was  fonnd  a  little  above  the 
entrance  of  the  right,  nreter.  Patient  was  directed  to  use  a 
glass  in  front  of  her  when  she  evacuated  the  rectum.  By  this 
method  foul  matters  w^re  discovered  issuing  finom  the  urethra. 
Diagncsis,  adhesion  of  the  intestinal  tnbe  to  the  bladder,  and 
perforation,  resulting  from  the  pnevioos  dysentbeiy.  Treatment, 
to  keep  the  bowels  sdlQUe. 

Dr.  Bowditch  detailed  four  eases  of  drofisy  of  the  chest,  which 
he  hail  n(N.vnUy  sieeii — two  wei^  adalls»  and  two  duldren  id  five 
years.  The  symptoms  of  the  latter  aad  of  ose  adolt  wiere  so 
alarming  thai  death  was  hoQily  expeetedL  Bat  the  operation  of 
paracentesis  rescued  Ihesi  friaa  tkeir  inmiaeal  petiUaad  coaval- 
eaoenoe  has  heoa  the  ravdk 
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Dr.  R  remarked  that  he  had  never  seen  any*  ill  consequences 
follow  puncturing  the  chest,  however  large  the  trocar  used.  The 
operation  has  been  done  many  hundred  times  within  a  few  years 
in  this  section,  with  marked  success.  It  is  often  required  several 
times  upon  the  same  patient.  I  am  confident  that  the  profession 
generally  do  not  resort  to  it  as  often  as  they  should. 

A  memorial  upon  small-pox  was  presented  to  the  city  govern- 
ment some  time  since,  showing  the  number  of  deaths  from  this 
disease  for  the  last  forty-five  years,  and  the  sanitary  measures  in 
operation  during  that  period.  It  gives  some  extraordinary 
results.  '^It  appears  that  during  the  last  twenty-five  years 
1116  deaths  took  place.''  In  1844,  there  were  no  deaths.  During 
the  twenty-five  years  previous,  there  wereonljiiffenty  deaths,  and 
there  were  fourteen  years  in  which  there  were  none.  Now  if 
the  number  of  deaths  to  the  number  of  cases  is  on  the  basis  of 
two  per  cent,  as  the  author  estimates,  it  gives,  1116x50=^55,- 
800  cases  of  small-pox  during  the  last  twenty  years.  In  1855, 
there  were  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  deaths;  186x50=*9,300 
cases.  The  subject  is  then  considered  in  a  pecuniary  point  of 
view,  of  which  I  need  not  entertain.  The  remedy  recommended 
is  compvhory  vaccination.  The  city  now  provides  that  no  unvac- 
cinated  child  shall  be  admitted  into  the  public  schools ;  and  also 
that  persons  may  be  vaccinated  gratuitously  by  applying  to  the 
city  physician.  As  before  said,  the  memorial  proposes  ''  a  gen- 
eral vaccination  of  the  inhabitants,  by  house-to-house  visitations, 
enforced  by  the  authority  of  the  city.*' 

The  health  of  our  city  is  remarkably  good,  only  54  deaths 
last  week,  17  less  than  the  previous  week.  B. 


EDITOBIAL  AND  MISCELLANY. 


DEATH  OF  PROF.  JOHN  LOCKE,  M.  D. 

DmD,  in  this  city,  on  Thursday  morning,  July  10th,  at  eight 
and  a  half  o'clock,  after  a  protracted  illness.  Prof.  John  Locks, 
in  the  sixty-fifth  year  of  his  age. 

Such  is  the  simple  announcement  taken  from  one  of  the  morn- 
ing papers  of  this  city,  which  will  caU  up  emoUong  of  M>rrow  in 
VOL.  L — ^HO.  8—24. 
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the  hearts  of  hundreds  of  medical  men  in  this  yallej,  who 
exhibit  with  honest  pride  the  name  of  Locke  on  their  parch- 
ments— of  many  hundreds  more  in  this  and  other  lands,  who 
have,  from  time  to  time,  listened  to  his  lectures,  or  recognized  in 
him  the  leading  scientific  mind  of  the  great  West,  and  one  of 
the  savans  of  the  world. 

Friday  morning,  a  largo  meeting  of  the  medical  profession 
was  held  at  the  oflSce  of  Dr.  Woodward,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
suitable  notice  of  the  death  of  Prof.  Locke.  Prof.  R  D.  Hussey, 
for  many  years  associated  with  Prof.  Locke  in  the  Medical  Col- 
lege of  Ohio,  was  made  Chairman,  and  Dr.  D.  Jndkins,  Secre- 
tary. The  Chairman  appointed  Drs.  Bichards,  Woodward  and 
Lawson  a  committee  to  report  resolutions. 

Drs.  Jho.  A.  Murphy,  N.  Foster  and  W.  H.  Muss^y  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  select  a  suitable  person  from  the  medi- 
cal profession,  to  deliver  a  eulogy  on  the  life  and  character  of  the 
late  Dr.  John  Locke. 

Dr.  Murphy  made  a  few  appropriate  remarks,  alluding  to  the  lead- 
ing characteristics  of  Prof.  Locke,  and  giving  a  tribute  to  the  worth 
of  the  deceased,  and  his  individual  affection  and  regard  for  the  man. 

Dr.  M.  B.  Wright  gave  a  minute  and  interesting  account  of 
the  circumstances  connected  with  the  last  illness  of  Dr.  Locke ; 
he  also  tendered  a  tribute  to  his  high  character  and  personal 
excellence,  and,  in  closing,  he  wished  to  refute  a  charge  that  had 
been  brought  against  Prof.  Locke  of  infidelity,  and  stated  that  hia 
arrangements  had  been  made,  and  his  mind  determined,  some 
time  before  his  death,  and  from  his  convictions  of  duty,  to  unite 
with  Christ's  Church,  (Episcopal),  but  had  been  prevented  by  cir- 
cumstances from  perfecting  his  wish  and  intention. 

The  post-mortem  appearances  were  as  follows :  There  was  no 
disease  of  the  heart  or  lungs,  but  the  heart  and  entire  arterial 
system  was  at  least  one-third  larger  than  usual.  The  liver  pre- 
sented considerable  indications  of  disease,  but  was  not  particu- 
larly enlarged.  The  kidneys  were  congested  and  apparently 
granular,  but  only  softened  ;  they  were  about  the  usual  size. 
The  brain  exhibited  conditions  of  softening  in  the  middle  sni 
posterior  lobes  of  the  left  side ;  the  remarkable  feature  of  the 
organ  was  its  weight — fifty-six  ounces — ^much  more  than  the 
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ayerage ;  and  the  depth  of  the  convolutions,  which  were  fully  one 
and  a  quarter  inches — ^the  average  is  perhaps  half  an  inch — thus 
giving  an  enormous  extent  of  peripheral  surface,  which  accounts 
very  satisfactorily  for  his  extraordinary  tenacity  of  thought,  as 
well  as  general  large  powers  of  mind. 

The  committee  reported  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  the  great  disposer  of  events  to  remove 
by  death  our  distinguished  friend  and  brother.  Dr.  John  Locke ; 
and  whereas,  it  is  right  for  the  living  to  pay  just,  tribute  to  the 
illustrious  dead ;  therefore, 

Hesolved,  That  in  the  death  of  Dr.  Locke  our  community  has 
lost  one  of  ita  brightest  ornaments,  and  science  one  of  her  most 
ardent  votaries. 

Resolved,  That  to  him,  as  instructor  of  youth  in  the  earlier 
stage  of  his  bright  career,  many  of  our  mothers  and  sisters  are 
indebted  for  that  intelligence  and  cultivation  which  ever  distin- 
guished his  pupils. 

Hesolved,  That  as  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Medical  Col- 
lege of  Ohio,  he  discharged  faithfully  and  acceptably  the  duties 
of  his  department,  won  the  affection  and  respect  of  the  students, 
and  contributed  his  full  share  to  the  success  of  that  institution. 

Mesdved,  That  as  a  zealous  promoter  of  the  useful  arts,  and 
public  lecturer  upon  Chemistry  and  Mechanical  Philosophy,  all 
classes  of  our  citizens  are  under  deep  obligation  to  him,  and  will 
cherish  his  memory  as  a  public  benefactor. 

Hesolved^'Uhskt  in  the  walks  of  experimental  philosophy  and 
scientific  research,  he  not  only  stood  pre-eminent  among  tts,  but 
also  occupied  a  proud  position  among  the  savans  of  Europe,  and 
shed  luster  upon  the  American  name. 

Resolved,  That  we  especially,  as  medical  men,  are  called  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  one  who,  though  not  directly  engaged  in  the 
practical  duties  of  our  calling,  has,  nevertheless,  by  his  unwea- 
ried investigations,  shed  much  light  upon  our  professional  path- 
way, and  contributed  rich  gifts  to  medical  literature. 

Resolved^  That  as  an  expression  of  our  own  sorrow,  and  our 
sympathy  with  the  bereaved  family,  we  will  attend  the  funeral 
this  afternoon. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  resolutions  be  published  in  the  daily 
papers,  and  a  copy  sent  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

We  condense  a  few  biographical  notes. 

Dr.  Locke  was  bom  in  Fryeburg,  Me.,  on  the  19th  Feb.,  1792. 
His  early  life  wad  spent  at  Bethel,  Me.,  where  he  attended  an 
academy,  and  distinguished  himself  by  mechanical  and  scientific 
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aitainmentB  rare  for  one  of  his  years.  He  snbseqiieiitlj  gradu- 
ated at  Yale  College ;  was  for  a  sbort  time  snrgeon  in  the  navy, 
and  then  a  teacher  in  New  England.  It  is  about  thirty  years 
since  he  removed  to  the  West,  first  opening  a  school  for  young 
ladies  in  Lexington,  Ey.,  then  in  Cincinnati.  In  1837,  he 
accepted  the  chair  of  Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Medical  Gd- 
lege  of  Ohio,  which  he  filled  with  great  honor  to  himself  and 
benefit  to  the  institution  until  his  resignation,  some  three  years 
since.  During  the  past  winter  his  health  was  very  feeble.  Some 
three  months  since  he  was  called  to  survey  a  coal  mine  in  West- 
em  Virginia.  He  was  here  exposed  to.  severity  of  weather  and 
physical  exertion,  and  after  his  return  he  continued  to  decline 
steadily,  with  a  variety  of  symptoms,  until  his  decease. 

As  a  scientific  man.  Dr.  Locke  was  particularly  interested  in 
chemistry ;  he  was  at  home  in  every  department  of  physics  and 
natural  history,  and  his  investigations  were  always  marked  with 
patience  and  depth  of  research.  His  principal  scientific  achieve- 
ments were  '*  Magnetical  Researches,"  extending  over  a  large 
portion  of  the  country,  and  continued  for  many  years ;  and  the 
"  Magneto-Astronomical  Clock,"  He  was  widely  known  as  a 
well-informed  and  accurate  geologist,  and  his  connection  with  the 
geological  surveys  of  Ohio,  the  mineral  region  of  Lake  Superior 
and  Iowa  added  much  to  their  value.  Through  the  whole  of  his 
life  he  manifested  the  strong  will  and  influencing  energy  which 
carried  him  through  the  privations  of  youth.  To  the  scientific 
world  of  which  he  was  so  honored  a  member,  to  the  numerous 
friends  to  whom  he  endeared  himself  by  his  kindness,  to  the 
community  of  which  he  was  a  bright  ornament,  and  to  his  fam- 
ily, who  know  as  none  others  can,  his  worth  as  father  and  hus- 
band, the  death  of  Prof.  Locke  is  an  irreparable  loss.  { 

Since  writing  the  above,  we  understand  that  Prof  H.  E.  Foote, 
of  the  Miami  Medical  College,  is  selected  to  deliver  the  eulogy. 
Dr.  Foote  was  a  pupil  of  Prof.  Locke,  a  graduate  of  the  Ohio 
Medical  College,  and  is  at  present  a  teacher  in  the  same  depart- 
ment of  science.  These  considerations,  together  with  the  capa- 
city of  Dr.  Foote,  render  the  selection  eminently  suitable. 
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THE  COMMERCIAL  HOSPITAL— NEWSPAPER  REPORTERS. 

# 

It  will  be  remembered  by  oar  readers,  that  we  complained  of 
the  medical  staff  of  the  Hospital  for  allowing  reports  of  opera- 
tions to  be  published  in  the  daily  papers,  and  for  allowing  news- 
paper reporters  to  be  present  at  operations. 

We  had  hoped  that  our  article  had  accomplished  what  we 
intended,  but  we  are  sorry  to  say  we  have  been  mistaken. 

It  again  becomes  our  unpleasant  duty  to  direct  attention  to 
the  violation  of  the  code  in  allowing  reports  of  operations  to  be 
published  in  the  daily  papers. 

In  the  daily  Columbian  of  July  12th,  we  find  an  account  of  a 
reduction  of  the  humerus  by  one  of  the  surgeons  of  the  Hospital, 
which,  to  use  the  language  of  the  reporter,  "  is  regarded  as  an 
extraordinary  feat.'*  We  know  it  will  be  said  that  the  medical 
staff  is  not  responsible  for  those  reports;  that  they  have  nothing 
to  do  with  their  publication.  This,  however,  we  do  not  believe 
or  admit.  They  are  responsible,  iarid  even  accessory  to  their 
publication. 

Newspaper  reporters  can  be  kept  out  of  the  wards,  and  out  of 
the  amphitheater  during  operations,  if  the  surgeons  so  will  it. 
From  whom  do  these  reporters  get  their  information,  if  not  from 
the  surgeon,  or  from  some  one  present,  or  from  some  of  the  offi- 
cers or  servants,  or  from  actual  observation,  or  from  some  third 
or  fourth  person  ?  It  is  a  very  easy  matter  indeed  to  have  a 
report  of  an  operation  published.  For  instance.  Dr.  Plunger 
amputates  at  the  hip,  or  ties  the  illiac  artery,  or  reduces  a  dislo- 
cated humerus,  and  invites  Dr.  Blower  to  be  present.  Dr.  Blower, 
poor  soul,  has  never  seen  many  operations,  and  is,  it  may  be,  too 
Ignorant  to  form  any  opinion  of  the  propriety  of  the  operation, 
goes  home  wonderfully  impressed  with  the  abilities  of  Plunger, 
and  tells  some  newspaper  reporter  all  about  the  operation,  when 
on  the  following  day  men  of  gentlemanly  tastes  are  offended  with 
the  report  of  the  doings  of  Dr.  Plunger.  This  conduct  will  not 
do ;  it  is  an  open  violation  of  the  code ;  it  is  the  practice  of  the 
worst  empirics.  The  medical  gentlemen  having  control  of  the 
Hospital  can  stop  this  shameful  and  most  unprofessional  conduct 
if  they  will.    It  is  of  no  use  to  tell  us  that  they  can  not  help  it, 
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tor  we  knov  they  can.  We  know  that  ia  jean 
one  aboat  tlie  HosfMlal  was  fftrictlj  ferbiddea  la 
of  opeiatioDs  to  aeaspaper  reporteiay  aad  tkal  €■ 
tlie  distiDgaKbed  sorgeoa  diea  ia  atteadaace  toik  the  tiodble  to 
go  to  one  of  the  edilofs  of  the  da3j  papeis^  aad  fovlid  hni  pah- 
lishiag  aa  Tthiog  eocMCfaiag  his  ofieradooa.  TUs  aaaie  geatle- 
aum  cantiooed  his  damt,  aad  thoie  pvcscst  at  aa  operatim,dariBg 
the  last  wiater,  agazast  paUishiag  aaj  araouit  of  it^  or  grriag 
aa J  iafonaatioB  to  newqi^er  repotteia^  The  Smci  iiy  that  thne 
reports  get  into  the  papeis  either  bj  the  direct  or  iadirect  iafia- 
cnce  of  those  inCerested. 

Whj  is  it,  we  wooU  ask,  that  rcpoits  of  the  opctatiaH,  deli- 
cate aad  difficalt  as  thej  are^  peifiMscd  ia  priiate  practice  bj 
sereral  geatlemen  60  aot  g?t  iato  the  papefs?  Smplr,  we  will 
aaswer,  for  the  reason  that  thej  despise  aiewapayer  psSag — that 
thej  sapport  the  Code  of  Echiesy  sad  are  anwilliBg  to  piaoe  tbeat- 
selres  oa  the  lerel  of  the  lowest  quack.  We  mast  saj,  we  bjiTe 
not  the  least  reject  for  the  maa  who  is  itsehbig  fisr  acwipaper 
aotorietj.  He  is  either  deficient  in  abSitj  or  moral  hooestj. 
Certaia  it  is  that  he  di&tmsts  the  capat^Eitj  of  his  pdrfessioB  to 
appreciate  him,  or  else  he  e&res  not  hj  what  means  he  can  get  a 


Let  reports  of  soccessfixl  operations  be  given  to  mpdiral 
ties  ami  joamals,  their  proper  pLice,  sud  we  dtaH  be  pleased : 
bat  so  long  as  thej  appear  in  newspapers,  we  intsend  to  speak  oat 
aad  arraign  the  gniltj  before  the  bar  of  the  profiesraon.  This 
low,  ad  ca^tBatdum  qnackerj  onght  to  be  stopped.  We  ha^e  tried 
the  sense  and  the  fieelings  of  many  distingoxshed  medieal  men  on 
this  matter^  and  with  one  sccord  thej  loath  and  condemn  it. 
Ererr  gentleman  most  feel  tiisgnsti^  with  it.  It  s  the  most 
'transparent,  glaring  kind  of  q^uackery.  K  the  gentlemen  bar- 
iag  the  eare  of  the  Hoi^ital  do  not  wiah  to  lie  nnder  the  <^arge, 
let  them  do  what  thej  can  and  ou^t  to  do,  stop  the  farther  pob- 
lieafcion  of  their  operations^ 

We  know  verj  well  that  we  shall  excite  hj  this  article  a  good 
deal  of  noise^  and  it  may  be^  the  editor  of  a  daily  pisper  aiaj 
howl  and  snap  his  tusk  at  ns^  but  still  we  shall  not  hesitatse  to  do 
oar  dntj  as  jonmalista^    We  have  been  much  disgusted  of  lafeo 
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with  the  reports  and  puffs  of  the  two  last  great  quacks  who  have 
come  to  towD,  Pancoast  and  Boot.  What,  we  ask,  is  the  differ- 
ence between  the  practices  of  these  quacks,  and  those  of  the  reg- 
ular profession  who  publish  accounts  of  their  operations  ? 

We  are  not  done  with  this  subject ;  indeed,  we  have  sharpened 
our  pen  with  the  intention,  if  this  evil  is  not  abated,  to  write  an 
expose  which  will  not  be,  to  say  the  least,  agreeable.  We  know 
that  there  are  a  band  of  high-toned,  educated,  conservative  gen- 
tlemen in  the  profession,  whose  good  opinion  and  sympathies 
are  with  us,  prompting  us  to  go  on,  and  go  on  we  will  to  oppose 
those  who  continue  empirical  courses  in  the  regular  profession. 

t 


<  •  »  » » 


Carlsbad  Spa — Dr,  S.  JSanbury  Smith.  We  have  only  room 
this  month  to  call  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  the  card  of 
our  most  esteemed  friend.  Dr.  Smith,  in  the  advertising  sheet  of 
this  number.  It  is  generally  known  to  the  medical  men  of  this 
valley,  that  Dr.  Hanbury  Smith  has  devoted  especial  attention  to 
the  entire  subject  of  mineral  waters  for  many  years  ;  and  after 
very  zealous  and  characteristic  devotion,  he  feels  great  confidence 
in  presenting  a  complete  chemical  counterpart  of  the  most  prom- 
inent and  valuable  mineral  waters  of  the  old  world.  Inasmuch 
as  the  therapeutic  value  of  these  waters  may  now  be  tested  with 
so  slight  expense  and  inconvenience,  we  trust  the  profession  will 
commend  a  trial  of  the  establishment  of  Dr.  S.  in  all  suitable  cases. 

Correction.  On  page  325  of  last  number,  in  our  notice  of  St. 
Martin,  a  slip  of  the  pen  gives  chyle  instead  of  chyme. 

To  Correspondents.  Very  acceptable  articles  are  on  file  from 
Drs.  Scobey,  Kunkler,  McArthur,  Slater,  and  proceedings  of  Jay 
Co.  Ind.  Med.  Soc — ^which  will  appear  soon. 

Carpenter,  on  the  Microscope,  and  Curling,  on  diseases  of  the 
Testis — are  received  from  Blanchard  &  Lea  ;  also.  Dr.  Watson's 
Discourse  before  the  N.  Y.  Academy  of  Medicine  on  "  TJie  Medi- 
cal prof  ession  in  Ancient  Ti^nes.^' 

We  call  attention  to  the  noble  address  of  Dr.  Wood,  at  Detroit ; 
we  should  be  glad  if  every  medical  man  in  the  United  States 
would  read  it  carefully.  { 
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Jteffi9traHon  Law.  We  are  infoimed  lijr  letter  from  tke  Hon. 
Jas.  H.  Baker,  Secretary  of  State,  that  lie  **  expects  to  be  aUe 
very  soon  to  famish  to  the  seyeral  counties  the  reqnisHe  hlanks," 
which  are  to  he  nsed  hy  physicians  in  mating  their  returns  of  the 
Inrths  and  deaths  coming  nnder  their  notice.  Physidans  will 
thus  he  enahled  to  comply  with  the  law  in  an  efficient  manner 
with  comparatively  little  trouble  to  themselves.  It  is  to  he  hoped 
that  erery  facility  will  he  afforded  hy  medical  men  that  is  possi- 
ble in  rendering  the  reports  nnder  the  law  fall  and  reliable.  K 
so,  it  will  he  the  means  of  collecting  a  vast  amount  of  statistical 
information  which  will  he  of  great  valae.  ^ 


-^^^' 


Valedictory   Address   of  Dr.   Wood,  to   the   Ameriean  Medical 
Association. 

Gustom  demands,  as  one  of  the  expiring  duties  of  your  presiding 
officer,  that  he  should  leaye  a  l^acy  at  least  of  good  wi^€S»  if  not  of 
something  more  yaluable  behind  him.  In  compliance  with  this  duty, 
I  propose  to  say  a  few  parting  words,  which,  whateyer  else  they  may 
convey  to  you,  will  assuredly  not  interpret  duly  the  sentiments  of  him 
who  utters  them,  unless  they  make  you  sensible  of  his  grateful  and  most 
kindly  feelings  toward  his  fellow  members,  and  of  his  zealous  intezest 
in  the  great  objects  of  our  Association. 

The  present  is  a  suitable  occasion  for  taking  a  surrey  <^  the  Associa- 
tion ;  for  looking  around  toward  the  boundaries  of  its  labors,  interests, 
and  duties,  and  noting  whether  something  may  not  present  itself  in  the 
view,  which  may  profitably  occupy,  for  a  few  minutes,  our  serious  and 
earnest  attention.  Let  us  first  throw  a  comparative  glance  from  the 
present  backward  to  the  pasi  Perhaps  by  so  doing,  we  may  be  the  better 
prepared  to  look  forward  intelligently  into  the  future. 

Have  the  hopes  with  which  the  Association  set  out  in  its  mission  of 
self-imposed  duty,  been  fulfilled  ?  Has  the  loud  call  which  it  sent  forth 
through  the  nation,  startling  the  profession  from  its  easy  slumber,  suc- 
ceeded in  awakening  it  thoroughly  to  a  sense  of  its  high  responsibilities, 
and  arousing  a  determined  spirit  of  progress  ?  Or  has  it  died  away  in 
gradually  diminishing  echoes,  leaving  but  a  drowsy  memory  of  that 
spirit-stirring  appeal  ?  Have  the  annual  gatherings  of  the  elect  of  the 
profession,  their  joint  deliberations  in  council,  their  various  l^slation, 
the  practical  inquiry  set  on  foot  or  encouraged,  not  omitting  their 
exploits  at  the  festal  board,  and  kindly  interchange  of  thought  and  sen- 
timent in  social  assemblage ;  have  all  these  been  without  fruit  ?  Have 
they  been  the  mere  coarse  of  a  phantom  ship  through  the  ocean  of  human 
events,  leaving  no  track  in  its  passage,  and  bearing  no  freight  onward 
to  its  destination  ? 

Were  we  to  listen  to  the  clamors  of  opposition,  the  whisperings  of  dis- 
content, or  the  murmured  disappointment  of  an  over-excited  expectation. 
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we  might  be  disposed  to  give  these  questions  an  unfayorable  answer ;  to 
cease  our  struggles  for  an  unattainable  good ;  and  with  the  wings  of  the 
spirit  folded,  and  its  head  drooping,  to  submit  in  sadness  to  an  inex- 
orable destiny,  chaining  us  in  submission  to  all  present  eyils,  and  jealous 
CTen  of  a  glance  toward  the  higher  and  the  better. 

But  happily,  such  is  not  the  voice  of  a  clear  and  unbiased  judgment. 
It  is  true  that  the  Association  has  not  accomplished  the  whole  of  what 
it  aimed  at.  Like  all  other  joung  things,  conscious  of  a  stirring  life 
within,  and  feeling  no  limits  to  its  yet  untried  powers,  it  hoped  and 
strove  beyond  the  possible ;  it  struck  in  its  soaring  flight  against  the 
iron  will  of  circumstance,  and  for  a  time,  at  least,  fell  back,  stunned 
though  not  crushed,  into  humbler  aims.  Yet,  even  as  regards  medical 
education,  which  is  the  main  point  of  failure,  its  efforts  have  not  been 
all  thrown  away.  Some  advance,  however  small,  has,  I  think,  been 
already  made ;  and  bread,  moreover,  has  been  cast  upon  the  waters,  to 
be  found  after  many  days. 

But  outside  of  this  vexed  subject,  much,  very  much  has  been  accom- 
plished. I  will  not  appeal  to  the  ponderous  volumes  of  our  Transac- 
tions. They  speak  for  themselves,  'i'o  say  that  there  is  no  chaff  among 
their  solid  contents,  would  be  to  say  what  is  neither  now  nor  ever  has 
been  true  of  any  large  book,  with  one  solitary  exception.  But  I  believe 
that  all  present  will  join  me  in  the  opinion,  that  one  who  searches  these 
records,  with  a  sii^cere  and  candid  spirit,  will  find  in  them  much  that  is 
good ;  much  that  may  warrant  the  self-congratulation  of  the  Association 
for  having  originated,  or  called  it  forth. 

But,  whatever  credit  may  be  given  to  these  living  witnesses  of  our 
^  labors,  one  fact  is  evident,  that  the  medical  mind  has  been  aroused ;  that 
the  spirit  of  improvement  has  breathed  upon  the  masses  of  the  profes- 
sion, and  everywhere  scattered  germs,  which  are  now  developing,  and 
will  probably  hereafter  continue  to  develop,  even  in  a  still  higher  ratio, 
into  earnest  efforts  for  self-culture,  and  general  advancement. 

Stagnation,  in  the  moral  as  in  the  physical  world,  generates  corrup- 
tion. Agitation,  though  often  in  its  extremes  a  cause  of  evil,  and  some- 
times of  unspeakable  present  wretchedness,  generally  purifies  in  the  end, 
and,  if  restrained  within  due  limits,  is  a  source  of  unmixed  good.  The 
medical  mind,  anterior  to  the  birth  of  this  Association,  was  in  a  state  of 
comparative  inertia.  In  all  the  departments  of  the  profession,  the  edu- 
cational as  well  as  the  practical,  material  interests  began  to  predominate. 
There  was  danger  that  the  profession  might  sink  to  the  level  of  a  mere 
business.  Noble  aims ;  high  aspirations ;  the  general  good ;  the  spirit 
of  self-sacrifice ;  these  began  to  be  looked  on  as  wordy  inflations.  The 
great  struggle  seemed  to  be,  in  the  teaching  department  to  gather  pupils; 
m  the  practical,  to  gather  patients ;  in  both,  to  swell  the  pockets.  Stag- 
nation of  the  professional  spirit  was  breeding  noxious  influence  in  its 
motionless  depths.  No  wonder  that  quackery  loomed  upward,  as  regular 
medicine  began  to  sink.  There  was  danger  that  the  public  might  be 
able  to  see  little  difference  between  them ;  and  the  fsi^i  is,  that  the  line 
of  demarcation  was  not  very  distinct,  even  to  the  professional  eye.  They 
ran  into  each  other,  at  their  extremes,  by  quite  insensible  shades. 
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Bat  the  Anociation  arose,  and  a  new  spirit  was  awakened.  Many 
liad  been  watching  this  apparent  abasement  of  the  prc^esnon  with  sor- 
row ;  bnt  tiiej  were  powerless  in  tiieir  isolation.  No  sooner  had  the  flag 
of  the  Association  been  given  to  the  breeze,  than  they  hastened  to  join 
its  standard.  From  all  quarters,  and  from  the  r^notest  bounds  of  the 
country,  volunteers  poured  in  to  join  this  great  crusade  against  the  ctiIs 
which  had  been  usurping  the  sacred  places  of  the  professioiL  The  mass 
of  medical  society  was  moyed  to  its  yeiy  depths.  Hundreds  upon  hun- 
dreds came  forth  from  their  sheltering  privacy,  and  threw  their  souls 
into  the  grand  movement  which  was  to  reconquer,  to  purify,  and  regen- 
erate the  prostrated  glory  of  their  calling.  The  feeble  voice  of  (^posi- 
tion was  heard  for  a  moment ;  but  was  soon  drowned  in  the  overwhelm- 
ing shouts  of  the  masses,  crying  out.  Onward !  Onward !  Even  the  advo- 
cates of  the  material  principle,  who  could  not  raise  their  souls  above  the 
level  of  dollars  and  cents,  found  it  expedient  to  chime  in  for  a  time 
with  the  almost  universal  voice;  and  to  the 'enthusiastic  it  seemed  as 
though  a  professional  millennium  was  approaching.  I  need  not  follow 
the  march  of  the  crusade.  I  need  not  recall  the  varied  experience  which 
has  but  confirmed  that  of  all  other  revolutionary  uprisings,  that,  except 
under  the  influence  of  a  power  higher  than  human,  which  can  regenerate 
the  hearts  of  men,  whatever  temporary  change  may  be  made  in  the  sur- 
&ce  of  things,  in  mere  form  and  arrangement,  it  is  only  by  the  slow 
working  of  time  that  radical  and  lasting  reforms  can  be  effected.  Who 
ever  beheld  a  great  nation  made  by  a  written  constitution  ?  We  have 
had  paper  republics  as  thick  as  the  leaves  in  Yallombrosa ;  but  where, 
and  what  are  they  now  ?  To  make  a  great  and  free  nation,  the  people 
must  have  the  principles  of  greatness  and  freedom  implanted  in  their 
hearts.  So  is  it  with  lesser  associations.  It  is  vain  to  alter  forms, 
unless  the  substance  is  altered  too.  The  Association  has  discovered  this 
truth.  It  no  longer  seeks  to  work  miracles,  but  is  content  with  follow- 
ing the  methods  of  nature  and  providence.  It  has  done  a  great  thing 
in  banning  the  movement.  *It  is  doing  what  it  can  to  fmrUier  that 
movement,  and  to  consolidate  its  results. 

Who  is  there  that  has  lived  and  observed  through  the  past  ten  or  fif- 
teen years,  who  can  not  see  that  our  profession  has  been  moving  onward 
and  upward  since  its  great  awakening ;  perhaps  slowly,  perhaps  now  and 
then  halting,  but  on  the  whole  advancing,  and  with  an  irresistible  force, 
because  it  is  that  of  the  mass  ?  It  is  not  now  a  few  leaders  who  are 
kindling  by  their  own  enthusiasm  a  feeble  and  temporary  blaze  of  excite- 
ment in  the  multitude ;  dragging  them  forward  as  with  cords  by  their 
own  strong  zeal  and  fiery  spirit ;  it  is  the  inborn  soul  which  is  animat- 
ing the  great  body,  and  carrying  it  forward  in  its  legitimate  course. 

Had  the  Association  done  nothing  else,  I  will  not  say  than  originat- 
ing, but  even  than  aiding  and  concentrating  this  rising  up  of  the  pro- 
fession, it  would  have  performed  a  service  entitling  it  to  everlasting 
gratitude,  and  to  an  imperishable  name  in  the  medical  annals  of  our 
country. 

A  great  benefit  conferred  on  the  profession  by  the  Association,  was 
the  preparation  and  adopticm  of  a  code  of  medical  ethics.     I  need  not 
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say  to  you,  that  this  code  is  merely  an  expression  of  the  great  principles 
of  truth,  justice,  and  honor  in  their  application  to  the  relations  of  phy- 
sicians to  one  another,  their  patients,  and  the  public.  It  is  the  voice  of 
wisdom  and  experience  speaking  from  the  past,  and  meets  a  read;^ 
response  in  the  breast  of  every  man  possessing  a  good  heart,  a  sound 
judgment,  and  correct  moral  principle.  Should  any  one  find  a  repug- 
nance to  the  observance  of  its  rules  rising  up  within  him,  let  him  for  a 
moment  reflect,  whether  this  may  not  spring  from  some  evil  source  in 
himself;  whether  it  may  not  be  the  result  rather  of  an  unwillingness 
to  make  what  he  may  deem  a  sacrifice  at  their  suggestion,  than  of  a  real 
conviction  of  their  injustice  or  impropriety.  Which  is  more  likely  to  be 
true ;  the  unbiased  and  unselfish  judgment  of  the  wisest  and'  most  expe- 
rienced in  the  profession,  or  an  individual  decision  which  may  at  least 
be  suspected  of  a  selfish  l)asis,  and  of  which  no  man,  if  his  interests  or 
feelings  are  in  any  degree  involved,  can  say  that  it  is  quite  pure ;  for  no 
man  can  judge  impartially  in  his  own  case.  A  becoming  modesty  would 
lead  him  to  suspect  that  the  fault  might  be  in  himself,  and  a  becoming 
q)irit  to  search  into  the  depths  of  his  own  heart  for  the  root  of  the  evil, 
and  to  pluck  it  out  if  discovered.  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  full  observance 
of  these  rules  would  tend  more  than  any  one  thing  else,  to  maiatain 
harmony  in  the  profession,  and  to  elevate  it  in  the  public  esteem.  It 
would  render  impossible  those  unseemly  disputes,  founded  on  petty  jeal- 
ousies, and  supposed  opposition  of  interests,  which,  probably  beyond  any 
other  single  cause,  expose  the  profession  to  obloquy  and  ridicule.  A 
copy  of  the  Code  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  every  young  man 
about  to  enter  upon  the  practice  of  medicine,  with  the  urgent  advice 
that  he  should  make  it  the  guide  of  his  professional  life ;  that  he  should 
not  only  regulate  his  conduct  in  conformity  with  its  precepts,  but  should 
educate  his  heart  into  a  real  preference  for  them.  Would  it  not  be  an 
object  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  Association  to  provide  for  such  a 
distribution ;  at  least  by  the  publication  of  a  large  edition  of  the  Code, 
to  put  it  in  the  power  of  individuals  or  societies,  who  might  be  disposed 
to  engage  in  this  work  of  beneficence,  to  do  so  with  as  little  cost  to  them- 
selves as  possible  ?  I  do  honestly  believe  that,  to  a  young  physician 
going  forth  into  a  life  full  of  moral  conflicts,  the  wearing  of  this  segis 
would  be  one  of  his  surest  defenses ;  that,  next  to  the  holy  scriptures, 
and  the  grace  of  God,  it  would  serve  most  e£Pectually  to  guard  him 
from  evil. 

Not  one  of  the  least  advantages  of  the  Assoeiation  is  that,  represent- 
ing as  it  may  be  said  to  do,  the  medical  profession  of  the  country,  its 
voice,  when  nearly  or  quite  unanimous,  will  be  considered  as  that  of  the 
whole  medical  body,  and  thus  have  weight  both  in  the  community  at 
large,  and  in  the  legislative  councils  of  the  nation.  It  is  only  thus  that 
the  profession  can  make  their  special  opinions  and  wishes  known  and 
felt.  I  have  been  told  that  the  representations  of  the  Association  had 
much  weight  in  determining  a  satisfactory  arrangement  of  the  question 
respecting  the  relative  rank  of  the  surgeons  in  the  navy.  It  is  to  be 
presumed  that  the  patriotic  physician  who  brought  before  Congress  the 
memorable  measure  for  establishing  a  general  inspection  of  imported 
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drags,  was  materially  aided  in  carrying  it  through  by  the  approving 
Toice  of  the  profession,  speaking  in  the  memorial  from  this  body.  On 
another  occasion,  you  were  heard,  through  your  resolutions,  pleading  in 
the  Halls  of  Congress  in  favor  of  a  great  measure  of  honesty  and  justice, 
when  you  petitioned  for  an  international  copyright  law  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Great  Britain ;  and,  should  such  a  law  ever  be  passed,  it 
will  not  be  claiming  too  much  for  the  Association  to  say  that  it  will 
have  contributed  to  that  result  Your  resolutions,  from  time  to  time, 
in  advocacy  of  a  system  of  registration  of  births,  deaths,  etc.,  have 

Erobably  also  added  something  to  the  mass  of  influence  which  has 
fought  legislation  to  bear  on  this  most  important  sulject,  though,  it 
must  be  'acknowledged,  hitherto  but  very  partially,  and,  with  some  hon- 
orable exceptions,  ineffectually. 

There  is  one  other  view  of  the  beneficial  influence  of  our  great  gather- 
ings which  I  can  not  pass  unnoticed. 

The  effect  of  isolation  is  well  known  in  breeding  excessive  self-respect, 
distrust  of  others,  and  narrow,  selfish,  and  sectional  views  and  feelings. 
Man  is  naturally  gregarious ;  and  it  is  only  in  association  that  his  nature 
can  receive  its  ^11  development ;  that  the  seeds  of  the  better  qualities 
within  him  can  be  made  to  germinate,  and  the  qualities  themselves  to 
grow  up,  under  culture,  into  their  just  magnitude  and  proportions. 

Our  Association  brings  together  many  who  would  otherwise  never 
meet,  from  sections  remote  from  each  other,  and  differing  much  in  views, 
habits,  and  feelings.  We  come,  partly  at  least,  for  relaxation  from  the 
cares  and  toils  of  business,  prepared  and  desirous  to  be  pleased.  Each 
one  naturally,  and  without  design,  turns  out  the  fairest  side  of  his  char- 
acter, **  his  silver  lining  to  the  sun ; ''  and  all  consequently  make  and 
receive  favorable  and  kindly  impressions.  Each  place  selected  for  our 
meetings  feels  its  character  for  hospitality  involved  in  the  reception  of 
its  guests,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  extend  all  proper  courtesies  and 
kindnesses  to  the  assembled  representatives  of  the  profession.  In  part- 
ing, therefore,  we  carry  with  us  friendly  remembrances  of  one  another, 
and  of  the  place  of  assemblage,  to  our  several  far  separated  homes. 
These  remembrances  serve  as  so  many  cords  not  only  to  bind  the  mem- 
bers of  the  profession  together  in  one  harmonious  whole,  but  also,  inter- 
twined with  other  similar  agencies,  to  counteract  the  centrifugal  tenden- 
cies of  our  political  system,  and  to  keep  it  moving  onward,  each  part  in 
its  due  place,  in  that  majestic  course  which,  while  shedding  beneficent 
influences  throughout  its  own  great  circle,  attracts  the  admiring  and 
hopeful  gaze  of  humanity  everywhere. 

Having  thus  hastily  scanned  the  present  and  past  of  the  Associa- 
tion, let  us  turn  our  thoughts  briefly  toward  the  future.  A  few  words 
will  convey  all  that  I  have  to  address  to  your  attention. 

It  seems  to  me  that  experience  should  have  taught  us  this  one  lesson : 
not  to  aim  at  once  at  sweeping  changes ;  but,  having  determined  what 
great  objects  are  desirable,  to  keep  these  always  in  view,  and,  by  the 
persevering  use  of  such  influences  as  may  be  at  our  command,  securing 
one  point  in  advance  before  hastening  to  another,  to  move  on  slowly  but 
steadily  to  our  ends.     These  must  ever  be  the  improvement  of  the  pro- 
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fession  itself,  tlie  advancement  of  medical  science,  and  the  promotion  of 
the  public  good,  so  far  as  that  may,  in  any  degree,  be  connected  with  our 
special  pursuit.    Each  of  these  three  points  requires  a  brief  notice. 

In  the  improvement  of  the  profession,  the  Association  has  from  its 
foundation  recognized,  as  an  essential  element  of  success,  a  higher 
degree  of  qualification  in  those  who  are  to  become  its  members.  £ut 
for  the  attainment  of  this  object  they  can  use  no  coercive  measures. 
The  only  power  they  can  exercise  is  that  of  opinion.  Our  only  appeal 
is  to  the  judgment  and  conscience  of  those  concerned.  But  much  may 
in  time  be  done  in  this  way.  It  is  impossible  that  intelligent  and 
honorable  individuals,  possessed  of  that  share  of  consicentiousness  which 
belongs  to  most  men,  and  is  certainly  not  deficient  in  our  profession, 
should  long  resist  such  appeals,  proceeding  from  a  source  so  worthy  of 
respect  as  this.  Let  us  reiterate,  from  time  to  time,  our  convictions  of 
the  necessity  for  improved  preparatory  education,  for  a  longer  devotion 
to  the  proper  studies  of  the  profession,  for  a  junction  of  clinical  with 
didactic  instruction,  and  finally  for  something  more  than  a  mere  nominal 
examination  before  admission  to  the  honor  of  the  doctorate,  or  the  priv- 
ileges of  a  license  to  practice ;  points  which  have  ever  been  insisted  on 
by  the  Association ;  let  us,  I  say,  reiterate  these  convictions ;  and,  like 
slowly  dropping  water,  they  will  at  length,  however  gradually,  wear  their 
way  through  the  hardest  incrustation  of  prejudice,  interest,  indolence, 
or  indifference,  and  reach  the  conscience  with  irresistible  effect.  While 
bringing  to  bear  upon  this  resistance,  the  consideration  of  reason,  duty, 
honor,  and  even  an  enlightened  self-interest,  we  must  carefully  avoid 
all  violence  of  procedure,  as  likely  only  to  add  the  hostility  of  passion 
to  other  opposing  influences.  By  this  course,  universal  opinion  will  be 
gradually  conciliated ;  and  interest  itself  will  find  its  own  ends  best 
promoted  by  compliance  with  the  general  will.  Already  some  advance 
na£  been  gained  in  this  direction ;  and  the  Association,  by  perseverance, 
may  yet  see  all  its  reasonable  wishes  accomplished. 

In  relation  to  other  measures  for  elevating  the  character  and  increas- 
ing the  efficiency  of  the  profession,  there  appears  to  be  nothing  more  at 
present  for  the  Association  to  do,  than  to  go  on  as  it  has  begun.  Its 
continued  existence  alone  is  a  great  good;  for  it  is  annually  bringing 
large  numbers,  simply  through  membership  in  its  body,  to  participate  in 
its  feelings,  and  to  acknowledge  its  obligations.  Let  us  then  maintain 
unshrinkingly  the  standard  of  professional  honor  and  morals  that  we 
have  erected,  and  decline  association  with  those  who  will  not  recognize 
that  standard,  or  having  recognized,  abandon  it.  Let  us  adhere  unswerv- 
ingly to  the  line  which  has  been  drawn  between  regular  and  irregular 
medicine,  and  treat  the  practitioners  of  the  latter  with  the  silent  disre- 
gard they  merit.  This  is  the  only  course  for  the  regular  practitioner. 
To  wage  a  war  of  words  with  quackery,  is  to  do  what  it  most  delights 
in.  It  would  be  to  contend,  under  the  government  of  honor  and  prin- 
ciple, with  antagonists  ifho  acknowledge  no  such  restraints.  In  our 
private  intercourse  with  friends  and  patients,  we  may  explain  the  grounds 
pf  difference  between  ourselves  and  the  irregulars,  may  demonstrate  the 
absurdity  of  their  pretensions,  the  danger  of  their  practice,  and  the 
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iniquity  of  tlieir  coDdnct ;  in  sliort,  maj  endcnvM'  to  enlii^teB  whatva 
light  is  aeoeptnble,  or  can  penetrate.  We  maj  even,  if  tlie  pnliiie  inter- 
est seem  to  require  it,  pat  forth  refntatioas  iji  him  doetrine  mad  aaser- 
tion,  and  exposure  of  subterfoge;  trickerj,  and  imposture ;  bat  witli  the 
irregulars  themselres  we  should  enter  into  no  rehitioa,  whether  of  friend- 
ship or  hostility.  I  do  not  say  that  there  may  not  be  honormUe  and 
honest,  thou^  ignorant  or  beinldered  men  among  them.  Bat  we  can 
not  discriminate.  With  the  presumed  adTantages  of  their  association, 
they  must  be  content  to  take  also  the  disgrace. 

There  is  a  point  to  which  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  members 
of  the  Association  individually.  We  hare  been  called  AUopatkiatM^  in 
contradistinction  to  a  sect  of  irregular  practitioners  who  hare  taken  to 
themselTes  the  title  of  Hfym4topathist8 ;  the  latter  term  signifying  that 
its  professors  treat  disease  by  iofluenoes  similar  in  their  effoets  to  the 
disease  itself;  the  former  that  other,  and  of  coarse  dissimilar  influences 
are  used.  It  must  be  rememhered,  that  the  designation  was  not  adopted 
by  ourselves,  but  conferred  upon  us  by  Hahnemann  and  his  followers. 
The  intention  was  obvious.  It  was  to  place  the  regular  profession,  and 
their  own  scheme,  upon  a  similar  basis.  They  practiced  on  one  principle, 
we  on  a  different  and  somewhat  opposite  |»inc^>le.  They  graciously 
allowed  that  our  principle  was  not  altogether  ineffective ;  that  we  did 
sometimes  cure  our  patients ;  but  theirs  vras  sounder  in  theory  and  more 
successful  in  practice.  Now,  by  recognizing  the  name,  we  necessarily 
recognize  the  principle  also,  and  thus  put  ourselres  in  a  false  position. 
In  deciding  between  them  and  us,  the  ignorant  masses  think  they  are 
deciding  between  two  systems,  neither  of  which  they  understand,  but 
of  which  they  must  judge,  upon  the  grounds  of  relative  success.  Dis- 
eases often  get  well  of  themselves,  if  left  alone.  The  genuine  homoso- 
pathist  leayes  them  alone,  and  they  ofien  consequently  terminate  in 
recovery.  This  success  is  magnified  by  methods  well  understood ;  and 
multitudes  arc  thus  led  astray,  especially  among  the  delicate  and  refined, 
who  abominate  the  taste  of  medicine  themselyes,  and  are  equally  adverse 
to  the  task  of  forcing  it  down  the  reluctant  throats  of  their  children. 
But  we  are  not  allopathists.  The  r^ular  practice  of  medicine  is  based 
on  no  such  dogma,  and  no  exclusive  dogma  whatever.  We  profess  to  be 
intelligent  men,  who  seek  knowledge,  in  reference  to  the  cure  of  disease, 
wherever  we  can  find  it,  and,  in  our  search,  are  bound  by  no  other  limits 
than  those  of  truth  and  honor.  We  should  not  hesitate  to  receive  it 
from  the  homoBopathists,  had  they  any  to  offer.  We  would  pick  it  np 
from  the  filthiest  common-sewer  of  quackery ;  for,  like  the  diamond,  it 
has  this  excellent  quality,  that  no  surrounding  filth  defiles  it,  and  it 
comes  out  pure  and  sparkling,  even  from  the  kennel.  This  is  the  light 
in  which  the  medical  profession  should  present  itself  to  the  community. 
We  are  men  who  have  sought  in  every  possible  way  to  qualify  ourselves 
for  the  care  of  their  health.  We  present  them,  in  our  diplomas,  the 
evidence  that  we  have  gained  sufficient  knowledge  to  be  trusted  with 
this  great  charge ;  and  we  stand  pledged  before  them  to  extend  oar 
knowledge  and  increase  our  skill,  as  far  as  may  lie  in  our  power.  Mem- 
bership in  our  honorable  profession  is  the  proof  we  offer,  that  we  are  no 
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false  pretenders,  no  interested  deceivers ;  but  upright  men,  intent  on  the 
performance  of  our  professional  duties.  This  the  people  can  understand. 
But  when  we  designate  onrselyes  as  allopaihists,  they  may  well  ask,  in 
what  are  you  better  than  any  other  medical  sect,  than  the  homcsopath' 
ists,  the  hi/dropathists,  the  Thomsonians,  the  eclectics  f  Let  us  discard, 
therefore,  the  false  epithet.  Let  us  not  only  never  employ  it  ourselves, 
but  show  that,  when  applied  to  us  by  others,  it  is  inappropriate  and 
offensive,  and  that  the  use  of  it  in  future  would  be  contrary  to  gentle- 
manly courtesy,  and  the  proprieties  of  cultivated  society.  I  say  again, 
we  are  not  allopathists;  we  are  simply  regular  practitioners  of  medicine, 
claiming  to  be  honest  and  honorable — in  other  words,  to  be  gentlemen. 

The  efficiency  of  our  profession  is  to  be  increased  not  only  by  increas- 
ing itB  qualifications,  but  also  by  all  upright  measures  calculated  to  win 
the  public  confidence,  and  thus  widen  the  field  of  our  operations.  In 
this  respect,  I  do  not  know  that  the  Association  can  do  better  than  to 
persevere  as  it  has  begun ;  and,  by  the  propriety  and  dignity  with  which 
it  conducts  its  own  proceedings,  to  show  to  the  world  the  high  influences 
under  which  the  profession  acts,  and  demonstrate  that  it  possesses  those 
qualities  of  self-government,  so  useful  to  the  medical  practitioner,  and 
80  characteristic  of  the  gentleman  in  all  his  relations. 

The  improvement  of  the  science  of  medicine,  has  always  been  a 
favorite  object  of  the  Association.  The  appointment  of  committees  to 
investigate  and  report  on  certain  stated  subjects,  the  reception  of  volun- 
tary communications,  the  offering  of  prizes  to  competing  contributors,  and 
the  publication  of  our  Transactions  annually,  are  the  means  employed 
for  this  purpose,  and  I  have  nothing  better  to  suggest. 

The  remaining  point  for  consideration,  is  the  promotion  of  the  public 
good.  Happily,  such  is  the  nature  of  our  profession,  that  the  more  we 
improve  ourselves,  the  better  do  we  fulfill  this  great  duty.  But^here 
Is  something  else  to  be  done.  There  are  certain  great  interests  of  the 
community,  relating  to  their  health,  of  which  medical  men  are  the  only 
good  judges,  and  the  various  influences  affecting  which,  they  only  can 
duly  appreciate.  Upon  these  points  it  is  our  duty  to  be  ever  on  the 
watch,  and  not  only,  like  faithful  sentinels,  to  give  notice  of  danger, 
but,  like  heaven-appointed  agents,  as  we  are,  to  use  our  best  efforts  and 
influence  to  prevent  or  remove  it,  and,  in  every  practicable  way,  to  guard 
the  public  health. 

To  the  establishment  of  a  general  system  of  registration  throughout 
the  country,  our  attention  has  already  been  given.  We  should  not  relax 
our  efforts,  until  the  great  end  has  been  accomplished. 

There  is  another  subject  deserving  of  our  most  serious  consideration. 
You  are  all  aware  what  advances  have  recently  been  made  by  the  small- 
pox in  many  parts  of  our  country.  Thousands  are  perishing  annually, 
for  whose  deaths  we  are,  as  a  profession,  in  some  degree  accountable. 
There  is  no  occasion  for  this  mortality.  Vaccination  and  re  vaccination, 
duly  performed,  and  under  proper  circumstances,  are,  I  will  not  say  an 
absolutely  certain,  but  a  very  nearly  certain  safeguard.  I  have  never 
known  of  death  from  small-pox,  after  an  efficient  revaccination ;  and 
only  one  instance  of  the  occurrence  of  varioloid.     But  the  profession 
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ind  the  oommunitj  have  both  been  too  aurdeaB  opoii  this  poiirt.  Food 
ibr  the  pestOeDoe  ba8  been  allowed  to  accmnnlftte;  and  itbas  been 
lioting  with  fearful  results  in  manj  parts  of  ovr  cosbIkj.  TVe  {oofes- 
son  ^oold  rouse  itsdf  fin»n  this  apathj,  and  warn  tbe  eoaunnnity  er^ry- 
where  of  the  dai^r»  while  ofiering  them  tiie  means  of  security.  We 
maj  be  accused  of  self-interest  in  urging  this  measure  of  precantion ; 
as  our  own  instrumentality  may  be  neoessuy,  and  must  be  oompeniated 
where  the  means  exist.  Bui  a  moment's  refiectioQ  must  convince  the 
most  stupid,  that  it  would  be  much  more  to  our  pccuniaiy  interest  to 
attend  a  protracted  case  of  small-poXt  than  to  pqfmm  a  trifling  opera- 
tion»  which  is  to  preTent  it.  There  are,  howerer,  many  occasions,  in 
which  it  is  necessary  to  do  oor  duty  at  the  risk  of  oUoqny ;  and  this 
is  one. 

But  perhaps  I  have  been  somewhat  unjost  to  the  pvofeadoB.  The 
people  haire  in  many  j^aces^  mad  probably,  in  some  degree,  in  almost  aU, 
diosen  other  guardians  of  their  health,  and  rgecied  our  offised  aid.  It 
has  happened  to  me  to  become  acquainted  with  one  neighborhood,  in 
which  small-pox  has  recently  preTailed ;  bat  not  a  sin^e  case  occurred 
within  the  circuit  of  the  regular  physician's  practice.  Those  &niilieB 
only  suffered  who  had  entrusted  the  care  of  their  health  to  an  empiric, 
who,  for  aught  I  know,  may  have  been  ignorant  alike  of  amall-poK  and 
<^  Taccination.  It  is  highly  probable  that  many  of  those  who  now  hear 
me  could  give  a  similar  account  of  their  own  neighborhoods.  The  public 
should  take  this  subject  into  their  hands.  FroTision  ^ould  be  made, 
with  leglslatiye  sanction,  for  universal  Taccination.  If  the  eTil  were 
confined  exclasively  to  the  negligent  individual,  the  public  might  possi- 
bly have  no  right  to  interfere.  But  whole  communities  suflfer,  and 
government  may  and  ought  to  step  in  finr  their  protection.  A  man 
pfohibited  by  law  from  setting  fire  to  his  own  house,  because  a  nei(^ 
bor's  may  saSer.  Which  is  the  greater  evil,  that  our  houses  should  bmi^ 
or  our  families  perish  with  small-poz  ?  It  might  be  impossiUe  in  this 
country  to  establish  a  system  of  compulsory  vaccination ;  but  legidadon 
might  go  £sur  toward  attaining  the  same  end  without  this  obnoxiows 
fieature.  Time,  however,  does  not  permit  me  to  follow  tiiis  interesting 
snl^ect  in  all  its  ramifications.  I  most  content  myself  with  having  intro- 
duced it  to  your  notice.  If  the  profession  can  do  nothing  more,  they 
can  at  least  raise  a  warning  voice  everywhere ;  and  this  will  be  doing 
much. 

I  must  close  with  begging  yon  to  excuse  the  length  into  which  I  hare 
been  drawn  in  the  discus^on  of  the  important  points  that  have  engaged 
our  attention.  I  intended  to  be  very  brief;  Imt  few  men,  whesa,  they 
haTC  taken  their  pen  in  hand,  can  say  to  the  flowing  tide  of  their 
thoughts,  ''  thus  far  shalt  thou  go,  aud  no  further.''  Allow  me,  in 
a  few  parting  words,  to  thank  you  warmly  for  your  attention,  and  to 
express  the  hope  that  our  labors,  duriog  the  present  session,  may  tend 
to  confirm  the  good  that  has  been  done,  and  to  cany  us  still  furtiber 
onward  in  the  great  road  of  progress ;  so  that,  hereafter,  the  meeting  at 
Detroit  may  be  remembered  as  one,  at  which  we  may  all  be  gratified 
and  proud  to  have  assisted. 
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Art.    I. — Tincture   of    Veratrum    Viride    in    the  treatment  of 
Cynanchie  Th^achealisj  by  L.  B.  Slater,  M.  D.,  Sochester,  Illinois. 

Wb  have  long  felt  the  necessity  of  an  article  iii  medicine  which 
would  more  certainly  control  the  fearful  and  alarming  symptoms 
of  Cynanchie  Trachealis,  than  those  usually  resorted  to  by  the 
profession,  such  as  the  various  preparations  of  antimony,  lobelia 
inflata,  ipecacuanha,  etc. ;  and  having  found  such  a  remedy  in 
the  Tinct.  of  Veratrum  Viride,  we  feel  disposed  to  bring  its  vir- 
tues before  the  pro^ssion  through  the  pages  of  the  Medical 
Observer,  by  relating  a  case  treated  by  it  after  all  other  remedies 
had  failed,  and  nothing  seemed  to  offer  success  but  the  operation 
of  tracheotomv.  . 

May  5th,  6  o'clock  P.  M.,  was  called  to  a  child  of  Mr.  E.,  aged 
a  year  and  a  half;  found  him  with  catarrhal  symptoms,  accom- 
panied with  dyspnea  and  hoarse  cough.  Ordered  ol.  ricini  as  an 
aperient,  and  to  take  comp.  syrup  Scillae — the  syrup  to  be  given 
in  sufficient  quantities  to  produce  emesis,  if  mucus  accumulated 
in  the  bronchial  tubes  sufficiently  to  increase  the  difficulty  of 
respiration. 
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6tli,  8  o'docky  A.  M. — Chfld  passed  a  bad  night ;  'liofirelB  moved 
iwo  or  three  times.  The  sjrap  had  been  giren  in  emetic  doses 
several  times,  to  prerent  the  rapid  aocdmnlaticMi  <^  mgcns  in'the 
bronchii,  with  but  temporary  relieC  Inflammation  seems  to  be 
passing  down  into  the  ramificati<Mis  of  the  bronchii ;  poise  becom- 
ing rerj  frequent.  Ordered  solution  tart.  antim<mii  ererj  hour 
in  sufficient  dose  to  produce  nausea,  and  oocasionaUj  emesis. 

6  P.M. — GhiU  becoming  wwse;  congesti<m  <^  the  lungs  siqier- 
rening,  had  failed  to  Tomit  f&t  sereral  hours.  Ordered  a  canthar- 
ides  blister  to  be  placed  upon  the  breast  and  to  take.iinum 
antimonii  3i  ererj  fifteen  minutes  until  it  produces  emesis. 
Took  sereral  doses,  which  failed  to  produce  tiie  desired  effect,  but 
passed  <^  upcm  the  bowels.  Tried  nearlj  all  the  usual  remedies 
to  produce  emesis,  but  were  all  alike  ineffectuaL  Child  seems  to 
be  failing  rery  fast;  great  difficulty  of  respiration;  pulse  rery 
firequent  and  irregular.     To  be  put  into  a  warm  bath. 

7th,  6  A.  H. — Child  has  not  yet  thrown  off  any  of  the  mucus 
from  the  bronchii  since  some  time  in  the  day  yesterday.  The 
warm  bath  reliered  it  but  temporarily ;  congestion  oi  the  lung 
serere;  blister  has  drawn  well;  respiration  still  more  difficult 
than  yesterday.  Tried  yarious  remedies  to  produce  emesis,  all 
<^  which  failed  as  before ;  but  little  h<^  for  the  patient,  unless 
some  of  the  mucus  can  be  expelled  from  the  bronchii,  of  which 
they  seem  to  be  filled  to  their  minutest  ramifications.  To  take 
the  following  prescription: 

Vs      Sub  Murias  gr 

PuIt.  Ipecacuanha,  aa  gr  nj 
Misce,  and  diride  into  chart  Na  iij, 
one  to  be  taken  erery  three  hours ;  between  each  powder  to  take 
tinct.  reratr.  riride  gtt  ij ;  called  again  in  the  erening ;  child 
had  taken  the  third  dose  of  the  tinct.  reratr.  Tiride,  which  was 
b^inning  to  produce  rAniting ;  pulse  reduced  in  frequency,  and 
had  become  more  regular.  One  hour  later,  efforts  at  vomiting 
increasing ;  throwing  off  large  quantities  of  rery  tenacious  mucus. 
One  hour  later,  riolent  efforts  to  Tomit  continue ;  pulse  slow  and 
feeble;  child  sinking  under  the  efforts  to  Tomit ;  bowels  frequwitiy 
mored.  Ordered  tinct  opii  gtts  ij,  given  in  a  lit  tie  brandy,  to  day, 
which  allayed  the  vomiting  and  stoj^^ed  the  discharges  from  the 
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bqwels.  Left'  directions  if  mucus  ^uscumulated,  and  the  pulse 
became  more  frequent  again,  to  give  the  tinct.  Verat.  viride,  as 
Wire,'  i.  e-,  once  every  three  hours  until  emesis  takes  place. 

8th,  6  A.  M.  Child  became  worse  about  midnight,  after  which 
the  tinct.  veraitr.  viride  was  given  as  directed,  of  which  the  third 
dose  had  just  been  taken.  Pulse  becoming  more  slow  again— one 
hour  later  child  begins  voiniting  again.  Discontinue  the  medi- 
cine, and  if  vomiting  produces  too  great  prostration,  tojtake  tinct. 
opii  .gtts.  ij.  to  be  given  in  a  little  brandy  toddy.  Called  at  noon ; 
child  vomited  a  great  deal  of  tenacious  mucus,  with  more  perma- 
nent relief  than  before ;  pulse  still  quite  slow ;  to  take  the  fol- 
lowing prescription:  sulph.  quinia,  grs.  vj. ;  divide  into  three 
powders,  one  to  be  taken  every  two  hours.  Called  in  the  evening. 
Child  seems  more  comfortable ;  to  take  comp.  syrup  scillae  3  ss. 
every  two  hours ;  if  mucus  seems  to  collect  again,  or  the  pulse 
becomes  more  frequent,  to  take  the  tinct  veratr.  viride  as  before. 

9th,  6  A.  M.  Child  spent  a  more,  comfort  able  night  than  pre- 
viously; blister  inclined  to  slough;  applied  the  nitrate  silver 
to  prevent  the  sloughing;  pulse  not  frequent;  respiration  easy. 
Called  at  noon;  fever  raising;  to  take  tinct.  veratr.  viride,  gtts, 
ij.  every  three  hours.  Called  again  in  the  evening ;  pulse  not  so 
frequent ;  heat  of  skin  less ;  to  take  sulph.  qi|inia  to  prevent 
recurrence  of  fever. 

10th,  6  A.  M.  Child  better ;  breathing  free ;  no  fever. 

11th.  Child  doing  well;  bowels  to  be  moved  with  oil. 

The  deductions  which  are  to  be  made  from  the  foregoing  case 
are.  as  follows :  1st.  A  great  portion  of  the  usual  emeticS|,  such 
as  the  antimonials,  ipecachuana,  chloride  of  sodium,  and  various 
other  articles  had  been  ineflFectually  tried,  before  the  tinct.  veratr. 
viride  was  made  use  of,  and  the  tinct.  veratr.  viride  proved 
successful  in  vomiting  the  child  whenever  made  use  of,  and  not 
only  did  it  prove  successful  in  producing  emesis,  but  answered  the 
the  two-fold  purpose  of  producing  the  much  desired  effect  as  an 
emetic,  and  controlled  the  action  of  the  heart  and  arteries;  thereby 
l^ening  the  inflammation  of  the  mucous  tissues,  and  conse- 
quently preventing  the  rapid  accumulation  of  mucus  in  the 
bronchii. 

2nd.  We  think  the  tinct.  of  veratrum  viride  can  be  confidently 
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recommended  in  the  treatment  of  Cjnanchie  Trachealis,  after  tlie 
stomach  has  proved  insensible  to  the  action  of  all  other  emetics. 
The  only  objection  to  its  use  is  that  it  requires  about  seven  hours 
to  obtain  its  effects,  therefore,  in  cases  requiring  an  immediate 
emetic  to  expel  the  mucus  from  the  bronchii,  other  more  active 
remedies  should  be  resorted  to  before  giving  the  tinct.  veratrum 
viride ;  but  we  would  recommend  it  in  all  cases  accompanied  with 
very  frequent,  irregular  pulse,  and  disposition  to  a  reaocumulation 
of  mucus  in  the  bronchial  tubes. 


Art.  IL — Dislocation  of  the  Os  Femoris,  by  W.  H.  Scobey,  IL  D., 
of  Hamilton,  Ohio. 

\  Wishing  to  extend  as  much  as  possible  the  great  discovery  of 
our  countryman,  Dr.  Bead,  for  the  reduction  of  dislocated  Femur, 
T  send  you  the  following  case — premising  that  no  credit  is  due 
me ;  I  followed,  as  near  as  I  could  remember,  the  directions  given 
by  Dr.  Fountain,  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  in  his  communication  to 
the  New  York  Medical  Journal. 

,  June  17th,  1856,  D.  L.,  aged  40,  an  Irish  laborer,  while  enga- 
ged in  felling  timber,  was  in  danger  of  being  caught  in  the 
branches  of  a  falling  tree — ^made  a  violent  effort  to  extricate  his 
foot  from  its  fastness ;  the  weight  of  his  body  was  thus  thrown 
upon  the  hip  joint.  Dislocation  upon  the  illium  was  the  conse- 
quence. 

I  saw  him,  six  hours  after  the  accident,  in  consultation  with 
Dr.  Wyman,  patient  lying  upon  a  straw  bed,  on  the  floor  of  his 
cabin,  the  head  of  the  bone  high  on  the  illium,  the  Troc.  Maj. 
prominent,  knee  and  foot  turned  inward,  toes  pointing  against  the 
instep  on  the  left  limb. 

Dr.  Wyman,  fearing  that  he  might  fail  in  the  reduction,  (sin- 
gle-handed as  he  was,  save  an  ignorant  Irishman,)  had  made  no 
effort.     Morphine,  in  liberal  portions,  had  allayed  pain. 

I  determined  to  attempt  the  reduction  by  Bead's  method.  I 
requested  Dr.  Wyman  to  make  gentle  pressure  downward  and 
forward,  upon  the  head  of  the  bone,  while  with  coat  and  vest  off, 
I  took  the  foot  in  my  right  hand,  grasped  the  knee  with  my  left 
I  flexed  the  leg  upon  the  thigh,  carried  the  knee  and  thigh  over 
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the  soand  one,  and  up  as  high  as  the  umhilicus,  keeping  it  down 
upon  the  ahdomen.  I  made  depression  upon  the  knee,  at  the 
same  time  turning  up  and  elevating  the  heel,  the  bone  slipped 
into  the  socket. 

Time  required,  not  a  quarter  of  a  minute,  and  a  child  of  ten 
years  might  have  employed  all  the  strength  required. 


Art.  III. — Case  of  IntermUtent  PeritoniiU^  by  G.  A.  Eunelbr,  M. 
D.,  of  Madison,  la. 

During  March  of  the  present  year,  I  was  called  to  attend  Mr.  R., 
a  young  man,  aged  about  22  years.  The  patient,  I  was  informed, 
had  complained  of  a  severe  rigor,  at  about  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  which  was  shortly  followed  by  a  violent  pain  in  the 
abdomen,  severe  nausea,  and  vomiting  of  bilious  matter.  He  took 
an  anodyne  and  went  to  bed ;  in  about  six  hours  the  symptoms 
became  so  violent,  that  aid  was  called  for.  On  examination,  he  pre- 
sented all  the  symptoms  of  a  violent  attack  of  acute  peritonitis — 
such  as  acute  pain  over  the  whole  abdomen,  which  was  hot,  tense, 
tympanitic,  and  extremely  tender  on  pressure,  scarcely  bearing 
the  weight  of  the  bed-clothes.  There  was  severe  nausea,  and 
occasional  vomiting  of  bilious  matter ;  the  tongue  was  moist,  and 
slightly  covered  with  a  white  fur ;  great  thirst,  hot,  parched  skin, 
hard  and  frequent  pulse,  anxious  countenance,  etc.  He  was  bled 
twelve  ounces  immediately,  and  one  grain  of  calomel,  with  two  of 
opium,  was  ordered  every  hour  until  the  symptoms  became  ame- 
liorated, warm  fomentations  over  the  abdomen,  oat  meal  gruel 
for  diet.  During  the  night,  he  was  cupped  over  the  abdomen, 
followed  by  warm  fomentations.  On  the  following  day,  the  pa- 
tient was  perfectly  free  from  pain ;  he  had  perspired  profusely. 
He  was  put  on  a  spare  diet,  and  not  allowed  to  get  up.  On  the 
following  day,  at  eight  o'clock,  precisely  the  same  symptoms, 
which  had  appeared  two  days  before,  presented  themselves,  being 
ushered  in  by  a  violent  rigor — the  succeeding  symptoms  being 
equal  in  violence  to  the  first  attack.  The  treatment  was  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  before.  In  the  night,  he  again  got  better, 
and  on  the  following  morning,  after  sweating  profusely,  he  was 
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apparently  convalescent,  having  bad  free  alvine  evacuations,  ab- 
domen only  slightly  tender  to  the  touch,  craving  for  food,  etc 
The  patient  remained  free  of  every  symptom  for  two  days.  On 
the  third  day,  at  the  same  hour  as  on  the  two  previous  occasions, 
all  the  signs  of  peritonitis  again  appeared,  with  the  same  violence, 
although  the  patient  had  not  exposed  himself  in  any  respect, 
either  in  diet,  or  otherwise.  Being  desirous  to  determine  what 
effect  quinine  would' have  in  checking  the  paroxysms,  coming  as 
they  did,  with  such  periodicity,  I  ordered  the  patient  three  grains 
of  quinine,  with  one-half  of  opium,  every  two  hours,  and  to 
abstain  from  food,  and  apply  warm  fomentations  to  the  abdomen. 
The  result  was  quite  satisfactory.  The  symptoms  disappeared  in 
the  course  of  the  day,  and  never  returned,  the  patient  taking  for 
several  days,  small  doses  of  quinine,  with  pil.  hydrarg. 

The  above  case  I  consider  a  fair  example  of  one  of  those  anom- 
alous, obscure  forms  of  masked  intermittents,  which  are  occasion- 
ally met  with  in  practice.  I  will  here  remark,  that  in  the  fall  of 
the  past  year,  I  had  treated  this  patient  for  an  obstinate  double- 
tertian  ague,  of  over  three  months'  standing.  Although  the 
symptoms  were  unequivocally  those  of  peritonitis,  which  could  not 
be  mistaken  by  any  experienced  observer,  I  think  it  probable 
that  it  was  nothing  more  than  a  masked  intermittent. 

It  is  not  at  all  uncommon  to  see  the  hot  stage  of  ague  present 
phenomena  in  the  head,  chest,  or  abdomen,  bearing  all  the  marks 
of  violent  inflammation  in  those  parts,  which  are  at  once  dispersed 
by  the  termination  of  the  paroxysm. 


Art.  IV. — JVo/.  J,  Locke:  Last  Illness.^,   By  C.  G.  Combgys, 
M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Institutes  of  Medicine,  Miami  Medical  College* 

About  the  middle  of  June,  I  was  called  to  Dr.  Locke,  in  con- 
sultation  with  Dr.  M.  B.  Wright. 
Owing  to  some  error  in  regard  to  the  appointed  time,  my  visit 


^  [It  is  proper  to  state,  that  this  very  interesting  communication  from  Dr.  C. 
was  on  hand  last  month,  but  was  crowded  out  of  the  August  number,  though  we 
tAQk  the  liberty  of  using  a  paragraph  from  it,  in  reference  to  the  po9t-morUm 
appearance  of  Br.  L. — ^Eds.  Obs.] 


1856.]  Prof.  J.  Locke :  Last  Uhun.  391 

preceded  Dr.  Wright's  for  nearly  one  hoar.  This  gave  me  an 
opportunity  for  an  interesting  interview.  I  found  Dr.  L.  laboring 
over  the  preparation  of  a  report  on  an  extended  geological  survey, 
from  which  he  had  recently  returned,  in  Western  Virginia.  He 
appeared  to  be  in  a  state  of  great  exhaustion,  which  I  attributed 
to  overtaxed  mental  and  bodily  powers. 

He  informed  me  that  he  had  gone  to  this  survey  for  rdaxatum 
and  improvement  of  his  health ;  but  had  found  the  country  exceed- 
ingly broken,  and  no  steady  supply  of  means  of  conveyance  from 
point  to  point,  so  that  he  had  been  subjected  to  mudi  fatigue  and 
exposure.  Besides,  his  food  had  been  chiefly  **  corn-dodger"  and 
pickled  pork,  which  he  not  only  disliked,  but  his  stomach  had 
not  been  able  properly  to  digest  it  At  last,  he  was  obliged  to 
abandon  the  field,  and  in  such  exhaustion,  that  he  was  floated  to 
Charleston  on  the  Kanawha  river,  in  a  canoe.  This  extraordinary 
season  of  fatigue  and  exposure  undoubtedly  brought  his  condition 
to  a  crisis.  It  was  the  straw,  as  Mrs.  Locke  remarked,  that  broke 
the  camel's  back ! 

I  found  upon  his  table  a  large,  wide-mouthed  bottle,  containing 
heads  of  birds,  and  snakes,  bird  claws,  etc.,  preserved  in  alcohol. 
These  were  some  of  the  conquests  of  his  researches  in  natural 
history,  during  the  campaign.  Two  specimens  he  explained  to 
me ;  one  the*  head  of  an  undescribed  variety  of  wood-pecker,  whose 
harpoon-pointed  tongue  was  attached  by  its  root  to  the  base  of  the 
occipital  bone,  and  extended  over  the  rotundity  of  the  cranium, 
before  passing  into  the  cavity  of  the  mouth,  thus  affording  him 
great  power  of  elongation,  to  search  deep  worm  holes,  pierce  his 
prey,  and  bring  it  forth.  The  other  was  a  peculiar,  serrated 
arrangement  of  the  claws  of  a  wader,  or  crane,  which  enabled  it 
to  hold  very  firmly  the  fish,  while  he  devoured  it.  I  merely 
mention  these  matters,  to  show,  that  the  deceased,  true  to  his 
character  as  a  profound  naturalist,  made  tribute  of  every  object 
about  him  to  extend  the  area  of  natural  science. 

Dr.  Wright  and  myself  arrived  at  the  same  conclusion,  that  he 
was  prostrated  by  excessive  labor,  the  result,  to  a  great  extent, 
of  an  imperfect  digestion.  There  was  some  difficulty  in  breath- 
ing, which  he  had  long  been  laboring  under.  He  was  carefully 
auscultated,  too,  both  lungs  and  heart,  and  nothing  observed  to 
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explain  this  peculiarity.     We  agreed,  therefore,  to  give  him  a 
tonic  and  supporting  course  generally. 

We  continued  to  see  him  regularly  every  day,  for  nearly  two 
months — till,  in  short,  the  closing  scene. 

We  proscribed  his  mental  labors,  but  as  he  was  not  willing  to 
be  unoccupied,  we  consented  that  he  might  have  scientific  reading, 
and  he  chose  *'  Guvier's  Natural  History''  and  McCosh's  new  and 
valuable  work  on  '*  Typical  Forms  and  Special  Ends  in  Creation." 
He  also  referred  constantly  to  medical  works,  and  kept  a  copy  of 
all  our  prescriptions. 

He  grew  worse  in  the  most  gradual  manner,  from  day  to  day. 
His  difficult  breathing  increased — that  is,  his  respiration  was  reg- 
ular for  a  short  time,  and  then  a  pause  would  occur,  as  if  the 
breath  was  held  purposely,  and  then  hurried  breathing  would  be 
induced  as  rapidly  to  supply  the  lungs  with  air.  Sometimes,  this 
peculiar  breathing  would  seem  to  be  spasmodic,  and  was  referred 
to  asthma.  His  appetite  was  irregular,  and  so  also  the  bowels. 
The  urine  was  occasionally  abundant,  and  then  scanty.  Exami- 
nation showed  no  abnormal  element,  and  the  amount  of  solid  was 
about  right— exhibiting  no  rapid  disintegration  of  tissue,  nor 
deBtructive  assimilation  of  food. 

Two  important  changes  were  manifested  very  soon ;  one  a  very 
considerable  enlargement  of  the  liver,  extending  with  a  regularly 
defined  margin,  a  hand's  breadth  below  the  lower  line  of  ribs  and 
cartilages.  Edema  of  the  lower  extremities  now  began  to  take 
place,  which  we  attributed  to  the  pressure  of  the  enlarged  organ 
upon  the  ascending  cava.  No  effusion  occurred  into  the  perito- 
neal cavity  at  any  time,  nor  was  there  any  but  occasional  edema 
of  the  sub-cutaneous  tissue  elsewhere.  Both  legs  swelled  encnr- 
monsly,  and  the  urine  became  scanty ;  but  diuretics  acted  promptly, 
and  relief  was  obtained.  The  anasarca  disappeared  entirely 
before  his  death,  and  so  also  the  enlargement  of  the  liver  disap- 
peared. 

The  other  change  referred  to,  was  the  fidlure  of  his  mental 
powers.  This  is  the  most  melancholy  feature  of  his  case.  Upon 
the  scenes  of  early  life,  and  his  past  toilsome  labors,  as  a  man  of 
science,  he  seemed  to  dwelL  His  thoughts  were  not  so  incohe- 
rent as  they  were  disconnected  with  his  present  condition.    His 
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great  mind  was  confusedly  reviewing  past,  and  di^vising  new  and 
difficult  problems,  while  he  supposed  himself  in  different  scenes » 
and  astray  under  varied  circumstances. 

It  would  be  needless  to  detail  changes  from  day  to  day,  and 
the  varied  treatment  to  which  he  was  subjected. 

Circumstances  did  not  allow  me  to  see  the  entire  post-mortem. 
There  was  no  disease  of  the  heart  or  lungs,  but  the  heart  and 
entire  arterial  system  was  at  least  one-third  larger  than  usual. 
The  liver  presented  considerable  indications  of  disease,  but  was 
not  particularly  enlarged.  The  kidneys  were  diseased  in  their 
cortical  portion— congested  and  apparently  granular,  but  only 
softened ;  they  were  about  the  usual  size.  No  tests  exhibited 
albuminous  urine  when  he  was  alive,  though  at  one  time  a  slight 
amount  of  bile  was  shown  by  the  nitric  acid  test. 

The  brain  exhibited  conditions  of  softening  in  the  middle  and 
posterior  lobes  of  the  left  side.  The  remarkable  feature  of  the 
organ  was  its  weight,  fifty-six  ounces,  much  more  than  the  ave- 
rage, and  the  depth  of  its  convolutions,  which  were  fully  one  and 
a  quarter  inches — the  average  is  perhaps  half  an  inch — thus  giv- 
ing an  enormous  extent  of  peripheral  surface,  which  accounts  for 
his  extraordinary  tenuity  of  thought,  as  well  as  general  large 
powers  of  mind. 

Thus  has  passed  away,  far  too  soon  for  science,  a  great  mind — 
among  the  first  in  philosophy  in  our  country,  and  in  the  world. 
He  has  honored  this  nation  in  all  civilized  lands.  Upon  whom 
has  his  garment  fallen  ?  Our  venerable  and  distinguished  men 
are  passing  away.  We  should  not  call  them  back,  after  the  toils 
and  cares  of  life — they  have  died  in  hopes  of  bliss  beyond  the 
grave.  Let  those  of  us  who  remain  yet  in  the  prime  of  life, 
emulate  their  zeal  for  science — ^their  characters  as  virtuous  and 
estimable  gentlemen. 


Apwnntment  of  Dr.  WiUard  ParAr^r.— The  governors  of  the 
New  York  Hospital  have  filled  the  vacancy  in  the  surgical  staff 
of  that  institution,  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Dr.  J.  C. 
Gheeseman,  by  the  appointment  of  Prof.  Willard  Parker.  Dr. 
Parker  has  b^n  for  some  years  one  of  the  8nif;eons  at  Bellevae 
Hospital,  a  post  which  he  will  doubtless  now  resign. 


894  JMrnZ  AmIml  [SepL, 


MSDICAI.   SOCISTIS8. 


Abx.   Y. — I^veeedinff$  of  the  Mmtgomenf  C<mtiiy  Medical  jSb- 
eiefyf  concluded  from  the  August  Obsenrer. 

AFTEBKOOX    SKSSIOX. 

Db.  Cabst  read  the  following  paper  on  Smlpiaie  ef  Otnckoma 
wLUermitientlher: 

Intermittent  Ferer  has  been  of  nnnsoai  oennrence  during  the 
past  siting.  It  is  the  settled  conTiction  of  thoae  who^  from  their 
long  residence  in  the  Miami  Yallejy  are  heal  caknlated  to  fonn 
accarate  condosicNis  upon  this  snbject,  that  the  diaeaae  neTer  has 
been  so  general  at  an j  preceding  period  of  the  same  season.  I 
do  not  know  that  the  aflTection  has  presented  anjthing  peadiar,  to 
entitle  it  to  special  consideratioD ;  unless  it  be  an  extraordinary 
proeliritj  to  return  on  the  seTenth,  fourteenth  and  twentj^rst 
days,  after  the  paroaysms  are  arrested.  As  a  general  remark 
those  persons  who  during  the  preoeeding  fall  suffered  from  some 
§oarm  of  miasmatic  disease,  hare  been  most  obnoxious  to  ague 
daring  the  past  quarter.  I  hare  treated  three  eases,  howeTer,  all 
young  persons,  ance  the  first  of  April,  who  nerer  at  any  former 
period  suffered  from  any  form  of  periodical  disease,  ^thout 
exception,  to  my  knowledge,  the  disease  has  been  mild  in  dharac- 
ter,  and  yielded  promptly  to  the  usual  methods  of  medicatkm. 

Being  simewhat  eonserratire  in  medicine,  I  ha¥e  e^er  been 
contented  with  the  addon  of  quinine  in  arresting  the  psniaysms 
of  ague.  At  all  times,  when  judieieodLy  administered,  it  has 
accomplished  everything  that  the  most  sanguine  could  anticipate 
from  the  operation  of  any  remedial  agent  I  hare,  dierefore, 
until  recently,  seldom  used  any  other  than  the  above  antiperi- 
odic.  Out  of  personal  curiosity,  and  to  satisi^  myself,  if  possi- 
ble, of  the  existence  of  a  remedy  that  would  so  influence  the 
human  economy,  as  to  interrupt  the  concatenated  action  resulting 
in  the  re-appearance  of  ague  fits,  when  once  established  in  the 
system,  I  have  been  led  to  the  use  of  the  sulphate  of  cinchona, 
with  the  following  results: 
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Daring  tLe  month  of  June,  ultimo,  I  prescribed  tlie  mlphate  of 
cinchona  in  nineteen  cases  of  Intermittent  Fever;  and  in  every 
single  case,  it  proved  successful  in  arresting  the  paroxysms.  I 
at  first  prescribed  thirty  grains  to  be  taken  in  divided  portions 
during  the  interval  of  the  paroxysm,  but  found  that  amount  too 
grea^'  for  ordinary  patients.  I  now  give  it  in  quantities  of  a 
scruple,  which  in  no  instance  has  failed  to  arrest  the  disease.  In 
one  case — a  female,  seven  and  a  half  months  pregnant — ten 
grains  interrupted  the  ague.  I  have  prepared  the  system  of 
patients  just  as  though  I  intended  to  prescribe  quinine,  and  gave 
the  cinchona  in  the  same  manner  and  dose  as  the  former  remedy. 
In  no  instance  has  the  agent  under  consideration,  failed  to  operate 
as  promptly  and  successfully  in  arresting  the  paroxysms,  as  if  an 
equal  quantity  of  sulphate  of  quinine  had  been  administered. 

Evidence  of  the  constitutional  action  of  the  agent  thus  used  by 
patiente.  has  l«en  moredecided  and  was  present  in  a  greater  pro- 
portion  of  the  cases,  than  I  have  observed  to  follow  the  use  of 
quinine  prescribed  under  similar  circumstances,  and  in  equal  doses. 
In  one  case,  twenty-five  grains  taken  in  twenty-four  hours,  pro- 
duced dimness  of  vision,  and  a  disagreeable  sensation  of  vertigo 
and  impending  syncope.  In  another  one,  a  plethoric  pregnant 
female,  cinchonism  supervened  after  ten  grains  had  been  taken, 
and  was  followed  by  a  half  drunken  state  for  several  days.  About 
one  half  of  the  persons  to  whom  this  remedy  was  prescribed  by 
me,  exhibited  deranged  vision,  hearing  or  sensation,  evidences  of 
the  constitutional  action  of  the  agent.  In  two  instances,  a  slight 
chill  followed  in  regular  order,  after  twenty  grains  of  cinchona 
had  been  given ;  but  was  not  attended  by  any  other  paroxysm  at 
that  time. 

The  result  of  this  brief  experience  with  cinchona,  has  not  satis- 
fied me  of  the  superiority  of  the  agent  over  quinine  in  preventing 
a  recurrence  of  the  paroxysms  at  stated  intervals.  Three  of  the 
above  cases  have  already  presented  themselves  for  more  ague 
medicine,  having  had  a  return  of  the  disease.  In  my  opinion,  the 
only  sure  way  to  arrest  the  recurrence  of  Intermittent  Fever, 
when  a  periodicity  is  once  fairly  established  in  the  system,  is  to 
anticipate  the  paroxysm  for  several  days,  by  the  use  of  some  effi- 
cient anti-periodic  remedy.     If  the  habit  to  $hake  on  the  seventh, 
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fourteenth  and  twenty-first  days,  is  for  sereral  periods  in  suooes- 
ion  interrupted,  a  fair  chance  is  furnished  the  patient  to  recover; 
provided  he  lives  regular,  and  avoids  the  usual  exciting  cause  of 
the  disease.  But  these  precautions  and  remedies  will  not  uni- 
formly secure  the  desired  purpose ;  and  when  this  is  the  case,  in 
addition  to  the  above,  some  tonic  or  stimulant  should  be  daily 
made  use  of;  the  particular  article  to  be  determined  upon  by  the 
indications  of  the  case. 

But  not  unfrequently,  in  miasmatic  districts,  some  persons  fail 
to  be  cured,  when  all  of  the  above  precautions  and  agents  are 
used  in  the  most  persevering  manner;  and  when  they  do  escape 
disease,  if  it  be  at  all,  it  is  after  the  affection  literally  exhausts 
itself  upon  the  economy.  Such  cases  are  humiliating  to  our  pro- 
fession and  are  calculated  to  bring  reproach  upon  the  art. 

The  above  facts  concerning  the  action  of  sulphate  of  cinchona, 
may  be  of  interest  to  those  who  buy  quinine  at  from  three  to  five 
dollars  per  ounce,  to  give  away.  They  can  always  obtain  cinchona 
at  one-third  the  rate  of  quinine ;  and  if  any  inference  can  be 
drawn  from  the  action  of  an  ai'tide  in  so  limited  a  number  of 
cases,  I  would  say  that  cinchona  is  as  prompt  and  e£5cient  in 
arresting  tiie  paroxysms  of  Intermittent  Fever  as  quinine. 

Dr.  Beeve  made  some  remarks  on  the  paper.  He  thought  any 
effort  to  obtain  a  substitute  for  quinine  a  laudable  one,  from  the 
expense  of  this  medicine,  and  from  the  probability  of  a  failure  of 
the  supply.  He  had  been  acquainted  with  a  young  South  Amer- 
ican, from  the  region  of  country  where  the  bark  was  obtained,  who 
had  informed  him  that  no  efforts  were  being  made  to  cultivate 
the  tree,  while  the  extent  of  country  that  supplied  it  was  compar- 
atively smalL  He  deemed  this  reliable,  as  being  from  a  resident 
of  the  country,  and  because  his  informant  had,  a  few  years  ago, 
written  an  article  on  this  subject,  for  the  London  PKarmaeeutieal 
Journal^  which  had  been  copied  into  several  other  medical  jour- 
nals, and  had  been  highly  spoken  of.  Although  this  medicine 
was  derived  from  the  bark,  yet  it  tended  to  economise  its  use  by 
taking  advantage  of  another  of  its  elements. 

Dr.  Brennan  could  not  sustain  the  conclusions  arrived  at  in 
regard  to  this  medicine  by  Dr.  Carey.  He  had  used  it  during 
last  and  the  present  summers,  but  had  not  found  it  reliable  in 
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breaking  the  paroxysms  of  the  disease,  although  he  had  used  the 
same  preparatory  treatment  as  when  he  gave  quinine.  He  related 
an  instance  where  a  patient  had  a  severe  paroxysm  of  intermitr 
tent  fever,  notwithstanding  having  taken  twenty-five  grains  of 
the  sulphate  of  cinchona  on  the  day  previous. 

Dr.  Denise's  experience  had  been  favorable  to  the  remedy.  -  Ho 
had  administered  it  in  six  cases  with  a  successful  result  in  every 
instance.  In  one  case,  the  dose  was  fifteen  grains  in  solution  with 
tannic  acid ;  the  same  quantity  repeated  every  seven  days  for  a 
month.  In  another,  ten  grains  with  the  same  quantity  of  eanb- 
phor  in  pills,  on  one  day,  and  fifteen  grains  of  each  on  the  next 
day.  From  these  and  the  other  cases,  he  believed  it  to  be  as 
prompt  in  its  action  as  quinine,  and  more  reliable  in  regard  to 
preventing  the  return  of  the  paroxysms.  He  thought  it  useless 
to  give  anti-periodics  from  day  to  day,  to  keep  the  disease  from 
returning.  To  be  efiicacious,  they  must  be  administered  so  as  to 
affect  the  nervous  system  just  previous  to  the  time  of  the  expected 
return.  The  remedy  deserved  consideration  from  the  profession, 
too,  on  account  of  the  price,  the  sulphate  of  cinchona  being  so 
much  cheaper  than  quinine. 

Dr.  Davis  had  not  used  the  remedy  much  ;  from  what  he  had 
seen  of  it,  thought  it  the  same  in  its  eflfects  as  quinine,  but  of 
feebler  powers.  In  intermittents,  occurring  early  in  the  spring, 
and  which  yielded  readily  to  remedies,  he  thought  it  would  do  as 
well  as  quinine ;  but  in  those  of  summer  and  autumn,  did  not 
think  it  would  answer  as  a  substitute  for  quinine. 

Dr.  Coons  spoke  at  some  length  on  the  subject.  He  thought  the 
question  was  now  of  more  importance  than  ever,  last  season  having 
been  unprecedented  for  the  prevalence  of  malarious  diseases.  The 
important  thing  with  the  public  was  not,  if  we  could  break  the  par- 
oxysms, but  if  we  can  cure  the  disease.  This  he  did  not  think  we 
could  do,  so  long  as  the  cau9e  which  first  produced  it  waa  still  in 
operation,  and  was  of  such  a  nature  that  we  could  not  remove.  The 
cavjBe,  continuing,  the  disease  would  return  as  well  after  sulphate 
of  cinchona,  as  after  quinine.  We  needed  a  substitute  for  the 
latter,  on  account  of  its  price,  which  was  of  importance,  where  we 
have  to  give  away  so  much  of  it.  The  value  of  the  quinine  used 
in  the  United  States  every  year,  amounted  to  a  million  and  a  half 
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of  dollars.  So  far  as  he  bad  used  the  sulphate  of  cmchona,  he 
had  found  its  effects  good — had  never  known  it  fail  where  he  had 
tried  it,  and  he  alluded  to  the  experience  of  Dr.  Welles,  as  pub- 
lished in  the  Observer ^  and  of  that  of  others  in  favor  of  the  remed j. 
He  gave  the  preference  to  the  sulphate  of  cinchona  over  every 
other  substitute  for  quinine  now  before  the  profession. 

Dr.  McDerment  had  given  the  remedy  a  trial  on  account  of 
the  price,  as  he  had  tried  many  other  things  as  substitutes  for 
quinine,  but  had  not  yet  found  anything  to  answer  that  purpose. 
He  had  used  three  bottles  of  it,  and  believed  it  to  cure  intermit- 
tents,  in  so  far  as  it  contained  the  same  principles  as  quinine ; 
but  he  had  found  from  his  experience  that  it  required  so  much 
more  of  it  to  produce  the  same  effect,  as  to  be  no  cheaper  than 
quinine,  while  the  latter  was  more  eflScient  and  more  reliable. 

Dr.  Reeve  then  read  his  essay  on  the  **  ffistory  of  the  Discovery 
of  the  Circulation  of  the  Blood." 

Dr.  McDerment  took  exception  to  a  statement  incidentally 
made  in  it,  that  Servetus  was  burnt  at  the  stake  by  John  Calvin. 
He  said  it  was  a  slander  which  had  been  promulgated  by  Calvin's 
enemies,  and  refuted  by  his  friends. 

Dr.  Beeve  stated  his  authorities  to  be  ^'Benouard's  History  of 
Medicine,"  the  **  History  of  the  Discovery  of  the  Circulation  of  the 
Bloo'l,"  by  P.  Flourens,  the  "  New  Cyclopedia,"  of  which  John 
Mason  Groode  was  chief  editor,  and  ''  Dyer's  Life  of  Calvin.''  He 
would  not  occupy  the  time  of  the  Society  on  a  question  not  prop- 
erly belonging  to  it,  by  giving  the  various  statements  and  proo£i 
these  authors  gave. 

Dr.  Carey  then  read  a  long  paper  upon  "^  Cephalic  Yersion." 
He  gave  its  history  and  a  description  of  the  process,  with  a  case 
which  had  fallen  under  his  own  observation,  where  it  had  taken 
place,  the  child  being  between  seven  and  eight  months  advanced. 
He  compared  it  as  a  means  of  assistance,  in  cases  of  transverse 
position  of  the  child,  with  podalic  version — gave  copious  extracts 
fn)m  authors  on  the  sulgect,  pr»  and  C9n^  and  concluded  that 
when  the  accoucher  could  choose  his  time,  it  was  practicable,  and 
far  safer  in  its  reaolta,  especially  to  the  child«  than  turning  by 
the  feet  He  condnded  with  nelatuif^  a  case  in  which  he  had 
perfonued  theopenAioB. 
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On  motion,  the  debate  on  the  subject  was  adjourned  to  the 
next  meeting. 

The  President  appointed  Dr.  H.  F.  Eochne,  of  Dayton,  essay- 
ist, and  Dr.  E.  Barkalow,  of  Miamisburgh,  alternate,  for  the  next 
meeting.  J.  C.  BEEVE,  Secretary. 


^♦»- 


Art.  VI. — Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Jay  County  (Ind.)  Medical 
Society^  July  7,  1856.     By  E.  M.  Morrison,  Secretary. 

The  Society  met  at  Portland,  pursuant  to  notice,  the  President 
in  the  chair. 

Drs.  R  E.  Schoolfield  and  S.  H.  Moore,  of  Fairview,  D.  S. 
Stanton,  of  Portland,  and  L.  S.  Lenhart,  of  Salamonie,  were 
duly  elected  members  of  the  Society. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Typhoid  Fever  having  moved 
away.  Dr.  E.  M.  Morrison,  on  motion,  was  continued  as  said  Com- 
mittee, to  report  at  next  meeting. 

The  Committee  on  the  History  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  Jay 
County,  asked  to  be  continued  till  the  October  meeting,  which 
was  granted. 

Dr.  Wm.  B.  Hamilton,  from  Committee  on  Malarial  Diseases, 
made  an  elaborate  report,  which  was  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file. 

Dr.  J.  Williams,  from  Committee  on  Anti-Periodics  and  their 
Modus  Operandi,  made  a  brief  verbal  report,  in  which  he  claimed 
that  this  class  of  medicines  do  not  neutralize  the  morbific  agent 
in  the  blood,  but  they  act  specifically  on  the  brain  and  nervous 
system,  increasing  the  nervous  power,  and  thereby  counteracting 
the  paroxysms  of  periodic  diseases,  till  the  recuperative  powers  of 
the  system  have  time  to  rally  and  throw  oflf  the  virus,  or  elimi- 
nate the  agent  from  the  blood. 

Dr.  Snow  claimed  that  these  remedies  act  on  the  blood,  by  im- 
proving its  character,  and  removing  the  morbific  agent  therefrom. 
He  was  not  positive  that  the  primary  action  was  not  antagonistic, 
increasing  the  power  of  resistance,  but  he  was  sure  that  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  remedy  would  remove  the  morbific  agent. 

Both  expressed  their  preference  for  quinine,  and  Dr.  Williams 
was  in  the  habit  of  using  it  in  large  doses,  ^^per  rectum  and 
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endermicaUy,^'  unless  there  was  much  gastric  irritability,  with  good 
results.  Dr.  Snow  thought  chinoidine  was  injurious  to  the  diges- 
tive system. 

Each  member  was  requested  to  report  cases  from  his  own 
practice,  at  the  future  meetings  of  the  Society. 

Dr.  Williams  related  a  case,  in  which  intestinal  worms  protru- 
ded through  the  abdomen,  near  the  umbilicus,  of  which  we  hope 
to  see  a  written  report  at  our  next  meeting. 

Dr.  Morriscoi  related  a  case  of  prolapsus  ani.  The  patient,  an 
old  man,  had  never  been  affected  in  this  way  before.  He  had  a 
chill  on  the  Saturday  previous  to  my  visit  on  Friday  last,  and  on 
Sunday,  he  took  seven  large  pills  of  chinoidine.  His  bowels 
were  not  moved  till  Thursday,  when,  upon  taking  seven  or  eight 
tablespoonfuls  of  castor  oil,  he  had  a  copious  discharge,  and  the 
seven  pills,  as  he  told  me,  were  discharged,  almost  undissolved, 
from  the  bowels,  and  he  was  left  in  the  condition  above  named, 
having  had  no  chill  after  he  took  the  pills.  Now,  could  these 
pills  have  had  anything  to  do  in  producing  this  constipation  and 
prolapsus?    And  how  did  they  arrest  the  chill,  if  at  all? 

Upon  motion  of  Dr.  Watson,  Dr.  J.  Williams  was  chosen  to 
deliver  a  lecture  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society,  on  some  sub- 
ject pertaining  to  the  profession. 

Dr.  C.  S.  Arthur  then  moved  that  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Society  be  held  at  Camden,  on  the  first  Monday  in  October  next, 
at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.     Carried — whereupon  the  Society  adjourned. 


Medical  Jourmh  in  the  City  of  New  TarJe. — The  K  T.  Daily 
Times  of  last  week  says:  "  The  rumor  goes  that  Dr.  Purple's  Jour- 
nal of  Medicine  and  the  Ooilateral  Sciences,  whose  July  number 
has  not  yet  been  issued,  is  not  to  be  discontinued.  The  Medical 
Ttint9i  edited  by  Dr.  Bulkley,  will  continue  until  the  end  of  its 
current  volume,  after  which  it  will  be  united  with  the  Journal^ 
and  the  twain  will  be  edited  by  Messrs.  Purple  and  SmitL  Bu- 
rner furthor  adds,  that  the  friends  of  these  journals  have  con- 
tributed $1,000  to  keep  them  going.  We  are  glad  of  it;  for 
ihey  furnish,  during  the  year,  a  good  deal  of  valuable  professional 
reading*^' 
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REVIEWS    AND    NOTICES. 


Abt.  VIL — The  Miero80ope  and  Us  Sevelationa.  Bj  Wiujax  B.  Cabventkh,  M.  B.^ 
F.  R.  S.,  F.  G.  S.,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  With  an  Af^ndix,  containing  the  applications 
ef  the  Mioroseope  to  Clinical  Medicine,  etc.  By  Francis  Gubnet  Qmrtt,  M.  D.» 
Prof,  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Pennsylvanift 
College,  etc.  Illustrated  by  four  hundred  and  thirty  four  engravings  on  wood 
PhUadelphia:  Blanchard  <b  Lea,  1856. 

In  introducing  this  beautiful  new  book  of  Dr.  Carpenter's  to 
the  notice  of  the  profession,  we  scarcely  know  where  to  begin  to 
speak  of  it.  We  have  taken  it  up,  again  and  again — now  follow- 
ing up*  the  illustrations,  which  embellish  and  enrich  it  so  pro- 
fusely— now  dipping  into  page  after  page  of  the  subject  matter. 
In  all  that  pertains  to  it,  we  find  abundant  evidence  of  the  mature 
judgment,  the  severe  and  careful  pruning,  and  the  unending 
research  and  completeness,  that  is  enstamped  on  every  literary 
undertaking  that  comes  from  the  hand  of  Carpenter. 

This  work  had  been  promised,  and  was  expected  some  time 
since.  The  author,  in  his  preface,  alludes  to  this  promise,  and 
apologizes  for  the  delay.  This,  however,  h  not  a  matter  of  par- 
ticular interest  to  our  readers,  who  simply  wish  to  know  that 
which  we  shall  endeavor  to  tell  them  in  very  few  words,  how  far 
"  The  Microscope  and  its  Revelations^^  will  serve  as  a  hand-book 
and  guide  to  the  amateur  microscopist. 

In  the  introductory  chapters  of  the  book.  Dr.  Carpenter  has 
not  only  given  the  philosophical  principles  of  the  microscope,  but 
he  has  given  its  minute  construction  in  all  its  details,  and  as  a 
complete  instrument ;  he  has  also  given  the  peculiarities  of  a  large 
number  of  the  best  microscopes,  with  wood-cut  illustrations  of 
ihem,  pointing  out  at  the  same  time  the  excellencies  and  adapta- 
tion of  each  variety  of  instrument.  And  then  all  the  little 
accessories,  with  which  the  operator  should'  be  provided,  are  de- 
scribed with  care  and  minuteness.  Chapters  IV.  and  V.  are  upon 
the  management  of  the  microscope,  and  upon  the  collection  and 
preparation  of  objects.  The  most  complete  directions  are  given 
as  to  the  arrangement  of  the  instrument,  the  position  of  light, 
the  arrangement  for  different  objects,  as  transparent  and  opaque^ 
VOL*  L  NO.  9. — 26. 


402  Bofieum  and  Sctiem.  [Sept, 

the  preparation  of  varnishes,  cements  and  cells,  preparing  objects 
for  observation  and  preserving  them. 

The  student  or  amateur  being  thus  prepared  with  all  needed 
apparatus,  being  schooled  in  the  management  of  his  instruments, 
and  instructed  in  the  mode  of  collecting,  preparing  and  preserving 
objects  of  study,  is  now  ready  for  the  next  dozen  chapters,  which 
prove  to  be  a  series  of  microscopic  studies,  elementary  to  be  sure, 
but  of  such  extent  and  character,  as  to  lead  the  student  through 
a  wide  and  delightful  range  of  observation  in  the  various  depart- 
ments of  Natural  History — ^microscopic  forms  of  vegetable  life — 
studies  of  the  microscopic  structure  of  algae,  lichens,  fungi,  mosses 
and  ferns— elementary  vegetable  tissues — structures  of  cuticle, 
leaves  and  flowers.  A  like  series  ci  observations  upon  the  ele- 
mentary forms  of  animal  life — studies  of  sponges,  zoophytes, 
echinoderms,  worms,  Crustacea  and  insects.  Ascending  in  the 
scale  of  animal  life,  we  have  studies  of  the  microscopic  structure 
of  those  very  important  and  interesting  primary  tissues,  the  bone, 
teeth,  hair,  blood,  skin,  mucous  and  serous  membranes,  epidermis, 
fat,  cartilage,  glands,  muscle,  nerve,  circulation  of  the  blood,  etc., 
etc.,  etc.  Two  chapters  are  taken  up  with  microscopic  studies  of 
geological  and  mineral  objects ;  thus  rendering  the  whole  a  com- 
plete elementary  guide-book  into  the  realms  of  every  department 
of  Natural  History. 

What  then  is  necessary  to  constitute  this  new  work  of  Dr. 
Carpenter  complete  for  the  wants  of  the  American  physician? 
Exactly  what  is  incomplete  has  been  judiciously  added  by  the 
American  editor.  Dr.  F.  G.  Smith — to  wit:  an  appendix  contain- 
ing a  summary  of  the  "applications  of  the  microscope  to  clinical 
medicine.''  Dr.  Carpenter  had  omitted  this  important  feature 
from  the  original  work,  because  his  object  was  the  jH^paration  of 
a  work  rather  for  the  general  microscopist,  than  the  pathological 
inquirer.  This  portion  of  the  American  edition,  however,  will  add 
much  to  its  value  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic 

Microscopy  has  been  cultivated  to  a  great  extent  f(Mr  a  few 
years  past,  and  is  not  only  a  valuable  means  of  scientific  research, 
but  is  also  a  healthful  and  pleasurable  source  of  recreation.  We 
commend  its  further  cultivation  to  our  readers.  Physicians  in 
the  country,  cut  off  from  many  of  the  resources  of  profesaioiial 
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intercourse  and  emulation,  will  find  in  this  a  delightful  means  of 
whiling  away  many  a  leisure  hour,  and  of  justly  contributing  to 
their  professional  standing  among  their  neighbors.  Who  have 
we  in  the  West,  prominent  as  a  microscopist?  Who  in  this  great 
Queen  City  are  devoting  their  spare  hours  to  microscopic  studies 
and  investigations  ? 

For  sale  by  H.  W.  Derby.     Price  $4:.  } 


Art.  ym. — A  Practical  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Testis^  and  of  the  Spermatic 
Cord  and  Scrotum,  With  numerous  wood  engraviogs.  By  T.  B.  Oublino,  F.  R. 
8.,  Sargeon  to  the  London  Hospital,  etc.,  etc.  Second  American,  f^om  the  second 
revised  and  enlarged  English  edition.    Philadelphia :  Blanchard  &  Lea,  1856. 

This  valuable  work  on  diseases  of  the  Testis,  first  made  its 
appearance  more  than  twelve  years  ago.  In  that  time,  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  active  members  of  the  medical  profession 
have  entered  its  ranks,  and  therefore  to  very  many,  perhaps  to  most 
of  our  readers,  excepting  such  as  have,  from  some  special  neces- 
sity been  required  to  make  a  study  of  these  diseases — the  book  of 
Mr.  Curling  is  as  much  a  new  one,  now,  as  upon  its  first  appear- 
ance. 

To  such  readers,  therefore,  it  is  proper  to  say  that  this  '^  admi- 
rable monograph  has  been  the  standard  authority  on  its  subject, 
ever  since  its  first  appearance,  some  twelve  or  thirteen  years  ago." 
The  present  American  edition  retains  the  original  anatomical 
introduction,  omitted  in  the  late  London  edition,  together  with 
all  the  additional  facts  and  suggestions  accumulated  in  the  inqui- 
ries and  experience  of  the  author.  This  edition  has  been  under 
the  editorial  supervision  of  Dr.  W.  H.  Gobrecht,  at  whose  sugges- 
tion some  additional  illustrative  engravings  have  been  given, 
and  some  notes  and  cases.  Without  giving  in  detail  the  topics 
treated  in  this  work  by  Mr.  Curling,  it  is  suflBcient  to  say  they 
embrace  the  whole  range  of  the  anatomical  structure  and  relations 
of  the  parts,  and  the  diseases  to  which  they  are  incident.  The 
book  is  beautifully  printed,  and  the  illustrations  excellent.  In 
this  last  respect,  we  take  occasion  to  express  a  regret  that  while 
American  publishing  enterprise  has  greatly  improved  the  beau**" 
and  artistic  excellence  of  wood-cat  illustrations,  we  lyre 
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bebind  onr  EDglish  iieighV>r8  in  this  particolmr.     We  tmsi  we 
shall  not  continue  sa 
For  sale  by  Moore,  Wilstach,  Keys  &  Ga    Price  $2.  X 


An*.  IX. — The  Director's  Manual  of  Practice  and  Surgical  AnaUmnf.    Bf  KEAOnrs 

W1L8OK,  F.  R.  8.,  aothor  of  a  System  of  HaBuun  Amatonj,  etc.    Tlie  tlurd 

American,  from  the  last  revised  London  edition.    Dlnstrated  with  one  hundred 

and  fifty-four  wood  engrayings.    Edited  by  William  Hunt,  M.D.,  Demonstrator 

of  Anatony  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.    Philadelphia :  Blanchard  &  Lea. 

The  established  reputation  of  Wilson's  Dissector  as  a  guide- 
book in  the  prosecution  of  Pk*actical  Anatomy,  is  such  as  to  leaye 
but  little  necessary  or  proper  to  say»  by  way  of  book  notice.  The 
present  is  a  new  American  edition,  under  the  supervision  of  Dr. 
Hunt,  of  the  Uniyeraity  of  Pennsylvania.  It  is  brought  out  with 
all  the  mechanical  and  typographical  beauty  of  Blanchard  &  Lea's 
publications.  It  professes  to  be  ''much  enlarged,"  to  be  '^  sonae- 
what  modified"  from  the  other  editions,  and  that "  new  cuts  have 
been  added,  illustrating  important  sulgects." 

For  sale  by  Moore,  Wilstach,  Keys  &  Co.     Price  $1.50.        | 


Abt.  X.— ^  Rgoiem  of  the  Preuni  State  of  Uterine  PMology.  By  Javzs  dsKKT 
Bbnbstt,  M.  D^  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians ;  I^ysidan  Aooou- 
ehenr  to  the  Boyal  Hospital ;  formerly  Hoiue  P^ynciaa  (by  ooncoors)  to  the 
Hospitals  St.  Louis,  La  Pitie,  and  La  Salpetiiere,  Paris;  anthor  of  a  Treatise  on 
Inflaiaauuion  of  the  Uterus,  eie^  etc.    Ppl75.    Philadelphia :  Blaachard  &  Lea, 

isae. 

This  Beview  was  written  for  the  purpose  of  defending  the  doc- 
trines of  its  author  on  the  subject  of  Uterine  Pathology,  and  con- 
tains a  very  fair  view  of  that  side  of  the  question.  It  is  well 
ksiown,  that  physicians  have  been  somewhat  divided  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  the  extremes  have  sometimes  not  manifested  the  best  oC 
temper.  We  are  now  settling  down  nearer  to  the  truth  than  for- 
vierly.  Prejudices  and  errors  are  being  overcome,  and  a  just 
ai^preciation  of  the  whole  subject  is  near  at  hand.  We  would 
advise  every  physician  to  procure  and  study  Bennett  on  Inflamma- 
tion of  the  Uterus;  Whitehead  on  Abortion  and  Sterility ;  West 
on  the  Os  Uteri;  Tyler  Smith  on  Leucorrhea;  Tilt  on  Men- 
struation; and  this  Befiew  Whoever  does  this  well  will  have  a 
yeqr  £w  st^ment  of  the  qaestiony  and  can  without  diflBcnl^ 
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discover  the  true  position  of  the  snbjeci  That  we  hftve  ttiAde 
great  progress  in  this  department  of  pathology  and  practice,  bo 
one  will  deny ;  and  that  we  are  under  great  obligations  to  Dr. 
Bennett  is  equally  certain.  Diseases  of  the  female  sexual  system 
can  now  be  treated  on  rational  principles ;  each  manifestation  of 
diseased  function  traced  to  its  proper  Cause,  and  the  remedy  indica- 
ted applied.  Specifics,  or  rather  empirical  remedies,for  Amenorrhea, 
Dysmenorrhea,  Prolapsus,  Sterility,  etc.,  will  be  banished,  and  the 
pathological  condition  will  modify  the  therapeutical  applications. 

We  can  therefore  recommend  this  Review  to  all  who  are  dig^ 
posed  to  inform  themselves  fully  upon  ilie  subject  of  uterine 
pathology. 

For  sale  by  Moore,  Wilstach,  Keys  &  Co.     Price  $3.  * 
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OOBBESFONBENOE. 


Boston,  August  4,  1856. 

Editors  Observer:  It  is  now  the  season  of  the  year  which 
calls  for  the  enforcement  of  the  most  rigid  sanitary  regulations 
in  our  cities  and  large  towns.  The  guardians  of  Public  Health 
should  be  men  of  enlarged  views,  and  thoroughly  conversant,  so 
far  as  possible,  with  the  causes  of  epidemic  diseases,  and  the  best 
methods  for  their  prevention  and  removal.  It  seems  to  be  the 
general  conclusion  of  the  most  eminent  sanitarians,  that  a  large 
amount  of  sickness  and  death  might  be  prevented  by  proper  san- 
itary measures,  and  that  epidemics  are,  to  a  great  extent,  under 
the  control  of  human  agency. 

The  elaborate  English  Eeports,  with  their  accumulated  statistics, 
and  the  history  of  the  epidemics  in  many  of  our  Atlantic  cities, 
fully  establish  this  fact. 

From  such  a  point  of  view,  the  subject  becomes  one  of  vital 
importance  to  every  person  ;  for,  in  proportion  as  you  elevate  the 
sanitary  condition  of  a  community,  you  not  only  stay  the  tide  of  dis- 
ease and  death,  but  crime,  immorality  and  poverty  are  diminished 
on  the  one  hand,  while  on  the  other,  life  is  prolonged,  suffering  is 
arrested,  the  standard  of  health  elevated,  and  the  moral  and 


406  Oorre^9ondenc$.  [Sept., 

locial  condition  of  mankind  made  better.  Let  the  duties  of 
our  officers  of  health  be  duly  appreciated,  and  their  laudable 
efibrts  bo  seconded  both  bj  municipal  and  personal  aid.  I  have 
been  led  to  these  remarks  by  an  examination  of  a  Beport  of  the 
Census  of  Boston  for  1855,  with  some  "analytical  and  sanitary 
observations,"  appended  by  Josiah  Curtis,  M.  D.,  of  this  city. 

With  Cochituate  waters  carried  to  all  parts  of  the  city,  cleanly 
streets,  a  good  drainage,  and  vigilant  officers,  the  health  of  Bos- 
ton, for  the  last  few  years,  has  been  considered  quite  satisfactory. 
Yet,  Dr.  Curtis,  by  his  indefatigable  researches,  upon  this  subject, 
and  his  thorough  examination  into  all  the  remarkable  causes  of 
disease,  proves  conclusively  that  many  lives  have  been  unnecessarily 
sacrificed,  sickness  endured,  and  that  the  bills  ci  mortality  have 
been  far  beyond  what  they  should  be.  He  points  out  what  local- 
ities need  more  sanitary  attention,  where  the  weight  of  mortality 
falls,  the  expenditure  for  the  sick,  the  loss  of  life,  the  collateral 
evils  attendant  from  crowded  apartments  (the  '*  hot-beds  "  of  pesti- 
lence) and  the  hygoianie  means  for  the  promotion  of  the  Public 
Health.  I  will  not  attempt  to  illustrate  all  of  these  points — ^but 
a  few  quotations,  upon  one  or  two,  will  suffice. 

*'0n  pages  61,  62  and  63,  we  shall  notice  that  a  very  large 
proportion  of  the  deaths,  both  in  Boston  and  in  the  whole  State, 
were  from  epidemic  diseases,  and  those  which  are  peculiar  to  per- 
sons of  early  ages."  It  is  also  shown,  that  many  of  these  diseases 
were  produced  by  removable  causes,  **  hence,  they  were,  to  a  great 
extent,  under  the  control  of  government."  Again,  "  We  have 
shown  on  page  58,  that  the  weight  of  mortality  in  Boston,  fell 
chiefly  on  certain  much-neglected  portions  of  the  city,  particularly 
wards  seven  and  eight.  Had  the  whole  city  been  as  healthy  as 
ward  six,  <»  o  o  nearly  two  thousand  lives  would  have  been 
saved  in  the  single  year  of  1855." 

As  this  '*  was  comparatively  a  healthy  year,"  and  "  no  unusual 
epidemic  prevailed,"  you  will  readily  see  "  what  would  have  been 
the  cose  in  a  year  like  that  of  1847  or  1849,  when  epidemics 
swelled  the  mortality  to  3.10  and  3.79,  instead  of  2.45  per  cent." 
The  mortality  in  five  wards  was  considerably  less  than  two  per  cent 
*' Wo  therefore  feel  fully  justified  in  assuming  twopercenty  or  one 
to  fifty  of  the  popolmtion,  is  a  safe  estimate  to  which  the 
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rate  in  our  citj  might  easily  bo  reduced,  o  o  o  Now,  if  all 
over  two  per  cent,  of  the  mortality  in  Boston  is  preventable  and 
unnecessary,  and  no  one  who  will  examine  the  subject,  will  for  a 
moment  question  the  fact;  then  there  have  occurred  annimltyt 
during  the  five  years  since  1850 — ^a  more  healthy  period  than 
the  preceding  five  years — no  less  than  nine  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  unnecessary  deaths,  making  a  total  of  four  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  seventy.  I  need  not  expose  the  sad  picture  of  wid- 
owhood, orphanage,  etc,  which  must  have  followed  the  above 
facts,  nor  the  vast  number  of  cases  of  preventable  sickness  that 
might  be  avoided  annually  in  this  and  every  other  city.  In  the 
language  of  a  writer,  "  It  costs  more  to  permit  disease  than  to 
prevent  it."  What  is  true  of  Boston,  is  also  true  of  other  cities. 
We  have  a  population  of  about  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  thou-- 
sand,  and  the  greatest  mortality  appears  in  the  most  crowded 
sections.  The  subject  of  model  lodgings  is  exciting  considerable 
interest  at  present.  A  number  of  dwellings  are  now  in  the  process 
of  construction  upon  this  principle.  The  results  obtained  in  many 
districts  of  London  and  other  cities  of  England,  where  model 
houses  have  been  provided,  are  of  the  most  cheering  character,  in 
lessening  the  mortality  and  annihilating  typhus,  the  scourge  of 
that  country.  The  subject  of  sanitary  reform  is  exhaustless,  and 
we  are  glad  to  notice  a  growing  interest  in  it  in  the  public  mind. 
In  the  year  1796,  a  charitable  institution  was  founded  in  the 
town  of  Boston,  by  certain  individuals,  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
medical  advice  to  the  poor,  under  the  name  of  the  Boston  Dispenr 
%ary.  In  1801,  this  institution  was  incorporated,  and  has  been 
subject  to  some  changes  from  time  to  time.  Of  late,  it  has  been 
reorganized,  upon  a  plan  adopted  in  many  cities,  to  meet  more 
fully  the  wants  of  that  class  of  citizens  for  which  it  was  founded. 
The  following  is  an  outline  of  its  organization :  A  large  and 
commodious  building  has  been  opened  near  the  center  of  the  city, 
for  the  reception  of  surgical  patients  requiring  operations,  etc.  To 
this  central  office  are  attached  four  attending  physicians  and  four 
attending  surgeons,  who  perform  service  alternately;  so  that 
patients  who  can  go  to  the  office,  may  receive  either  medical  or  sur- 
gical advice  and  medicine  daily,  except  Sundays.  The  cit«  ^ 
divided  into  eight  districts ;  for  each  there  is  a  physician 
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apothecary  appointed — the  fonner  visitB  patients  at  their  homes, 
when  unable  to  go  to  the  central  office. 

There  are  also  two  consalting  physicians  and  two  coosnltuig 
surgeons,  to  be  called  whenever  the  medical  officers  of  the  insti- 
tution may  want  further  assistance.  Beports  of  eases  are  kept, 
so  that  a  coup  d'ceil  may  be  at  once  taken  of  all  that  presents  any 
medical  interest  The  institution  is  under  the  immediate  care  of 
a  Superintendent  and  a  board  of  twelve  Managers.  Long  may  it 
survive,  to  dispense  its  charities  to  all  who  may  need  its  assistance! 

The  application  of  ice  as  a  ^<  freezing  mixture,''  in  the  eztirpa- 
tion  of  tumors,  and  in  many  minorsurgical  operations,  has  attracted 
ihe  attention  of  the  profession  for  some  time.  We  have  used  it 
on  several  occasions,  with  the  best  results.  Some  of  our  dentists 
are  making  quite  a  havoc  among  the  mctan  and  fturiMpub,  at  pre- 
sent, in  the  way  of  extracting  them  without  pain,  after  the  use 
of  the  '^  freezing  mixture."  We  were  shown  to-day  the  method 
of  using  ity  by  Drs.  Gumming  and  Flagg.  A  tube  abont  four 
inches  long,  and  three-fourths  in  diameter,  with  one  end  constructed 
something  like  the  thyroid  cartilage  of  the  larynx,  deprived  <tf 
its  ascending  comuae,  is  used  to  contain  the  ice.  This  end  is 
covered  with  a  delicate  membrane.  The  mixture  is  put  into  the 
other,  and  upon  this  a  coil  of  wire.  The  membraneous  portion  is 
then  adapted  to  the  tooth  and  both  sid^s  of  the  gum.  The  cmI 
of  wire  expanding,  the  ice  is  pressed  closely  about  the  parts,  and 
insensibility  is  soon  produced.  With  a  little  care,  there  is  no 
danger  of  doaghing  following  this  application.  Drs.  C.  and  F. 
informed  me,  that  they  had  used  the  ice  several  times  a  day  upon 
the  same  individual,  without  the  least  unpleasant  consequence, 
and  always  with  sadsfiaetion  to  the  patient  Our  city  is  remark- 
ably healthy  for  the  season.     Yours,  etc,  K 


AuGiTST  20,  1866. 
To  THE  EnrroBS  or  ths  OnsiEVKK: 

QmtUmmk:  Ths  thanks  of  the  profieasion  are  due  yon  for  the  firm 

stand  you  have  taken  agaiaal  the  lepiehensible  practice  of  rqwrt- 

|ag  saigkal  casea  for  the  new^apera.    It  is,  indeed,  a  moat  fla- 

ffWoH  nihtiaa  of  Iha  cadaaf  athka;  aad  homver  painful  and 
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ungrateful  it  may  seem  to  expose  the  detestable  practice,  the  best 
interests  of  the  profession  imperionslj  demand  it.  And  while  I 
trust  the  occasions  maj  be  rare  in  futare,  when  such  exposure  will 
be  necessary,  I  do  hope  you  will  continue  to  oppose  such  "empi- 
rical courses  in  the  regular  profession/' 

Intimately  associated  with  this  violation  of  the  code,  is  the  prac- 
tice of  traveling  about  the  country,  seeking  surgical  cases,  such 
as  Talipes,  Strabismus,  Ovarian  Diseases,  etc.  Wherein  does 
this  course  differ  from  that  of  the  straggling  charlatan  who 
professes  to  cure  cancers  without  the  use  of  the  knife?  I  confess 
I  can  not  discriminate  between  them.  All  such  practitioners, 
whether  they  belong  to  the  regular  profession  or  not,  must  be 
placed  in  the  same  category  with  such  notorious  quacks  as  Fitch, 
Newton,  Fancoast  and  Boot  There  can  be  no  middle  or  neutral 
ground  in  this  matter.  They  must  either  serve  God  or  Mammon. 
The  profession  will  admit  of  no  divided  worship-^it  demands  the 
unreserved  devotion  of  its  votaries.  And  where  its  ethical  enact- 
ments are  wantonly  and  habitually  violated,  thethunclers  of  excom- 
munication must  be  launched  against  the  criminal  offender.  This  is 
the  only  protection  of  an  honorable,  elevated  and  dignified  profession. 

And  why  should  not  our  State  Society  begin  the  work?  The 
writer  of  this  note  has  personal  knowledge  of  a  member  of  the 
Society,  who  devotes  the  greater  portion  of  his  time  to  hunting 
up  a  certain  class  of  surgical  cases;  and  who  procures  reports  of 
operations  of  the  most  ridiculous  and  disgusting  character,  to  be 
inserted  in  the  newspapers!  And  most  to  be  deprecated  is  the 
fact,  that  none  but  his  successful  cases  are  reported.  This  man 
is  either  **  deficient  in  ability  or  moral  honesty,"  for  he  is  not 
willing  to  intrust  his  fame  to  the  just  judgment  of  his  compeers. 
He  abstains  from  reporting  in  the  regular  organs  of  the  profession, 
and  thus  places  himself  on  "  the  level  of  the  lowest  quack.'' 

Shall  we  look  in  vain  for  redress  from  the  State  Society?  Or, 
will  it  again  disgrace  itself  by  placing  the  names  of  such  men  on 
(he  list  of  its  representatives  in  the  American  Medical  Association  f 

Specialities  in  Medicine  or  Surgery  are  to  be  tolerated  when 
they  do  not  involve  an  infraction  of  the  laws  and  usages  of  the 
profession.  But  there  is  an  illegitimate  mode  of  practicing  thes^ 
specialities,  that  demands,  and  should  receive  the  severest  repip- 


410  Miiarial  and  MMOany.  [Sept., 

hension.  My  trust  is,  that  as  Medical  Joamalista,  you  may  be 
sostaiDed  in  doing  year  whole  daty,  and  that  yoa  may  continue  to 
expose  the  shameful  arts  and  devices  of  empiricismy  until  it  shall 
be  driven  from  its  usurped  places  in  the  regular  Profession,  and 
cast  into  that  outer  darkness  which  lies  within  the  domains  of 
Hydropathy,  Homoeopathy,  Eclecticism,  et  id  genus  omne. 

In  that  hope,  I  subscribe  myself  truly  and  faithfully. 

Yours,        T . 


EDITOBIAL  AND  MISCEI.I.AKY. 


SECTIONAL  VIEWS  IN  THE  PROFESSION. 

We  were  much  astonished,  as  well  as  pained,  on  reading  an 
article  in  the  July  Na  of  the  Sndhem  Mediad  and  SurgiedJ&ur- 
nalj  headed,  '*  An  Appeal  on  behalf  of  Southern  Medical  Collies, 
and  Southern  Literature,  by  J.  C.  Billingslea,  M.  D.,  of  Foater's 
Tuscaloosa  County,  Alabama.''  Here,  let  us  state,  we  should  not 
notice  the  article  in  any  way,  but  that  we  find  the  £dit<»v  mtirely 
silent,  and  thus  seemingly  indorsing  its  pernicious  sentiments. 
We  brieve  such  articles  conceived  in  bad  taste,  written  in  great 
ignorance,  and  not  without  pr^dieej  whose  effied  will  be  exceed- 
ingly bad,  unless  rebuked  as  they  deserve  to  be. 

Let  us,  however,  to  do  justice,  make  an  extract  of  the  views  of 
this  Dr.  Billingslea. 

*^  First,  (he  says)  let  every  Southern  physician  ask  himself,  how 
much  of  patronage  is  bestowed  on  our  Southern  literature  by  our 
Korthem  brethrni ;  and  alsoi,  what  views  they  as  Umiherm  mat 
entertain  toward  us  as  Souihemers^  There  is  scarcriy  any  article 
emanating  from  a  Southern  pen,  which  is  republished  in  the  North, 
it  matters  not  how  much  of  merit  it  may  possesa.  But  on  the 
other  hand,  see  how  Aejr  are  treated  by  us  in  return.  Our 
Southern  journals  republish  everything-  which  they  think  would 
advance  the  Science  of  Mediduae,  without  any  regard  to  the  ge^ 
graphical  loadion  of  the  author.  AH  they  seem  to  care  ftr,  is 
our  patronage,  and  don^t  extend  to  us  this  same  in  return.''  Now 
is  this  not  a  beautiful,  truthfuly  just  sentiment  I  K  we  had  read 
it  in  some  political  hack  paper,  we  should  not  have  been  surprised. 
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We  never  heard  of  Foster's,  the  residence  of  Dr.  Billingslea,  but 
we  dare  say,  it  is  a  benighted  region,  and  that  the  gentleman 
himself  is  living  in  a  profound  state  of  ignorance.  As  proof  of 
this,  we  can  not  find  the  name  of  any  such  town  on  our  map, 
though  it  is  one  of  the  very  best.  But  seriously,  instead  hereafter, 
of  devoting  himself  to  medical  matters,  we  would  commend  him 
to  join  that  numerous  party  of  wicked  fanatics,  existing  all  over 
the  country,  whose  aim  is  to  sow  the  seeds  of  discord  and  anarchy. 
The  medical  profession  is  not  his  place.  No!  thank  God,  that 
profession  which  knows  no  country,  language  or  birth  place,  whose 
great  behest  is  to  do  good  to  all  men,  respecting  and  honoring 
talents,  genius  and  acquirements  wherever  found,  all  round  the 
world — can  not  know  such  men. 

What  are  the  **  views  "  which  "  Nortkemers  "  entertain  toward 
"  Southerners^ ^^  Dr.  B.  fails  to  tell  us.  We  can  answer,  that 
as  medical  men,  they  are  those  of  cordial  respect  and  regard.  At 
the  meetings  of  the  National  Association,  we  never  saw  any  other 
"  views  '^  manifested.  In  private  social  life,  in  Journalism,  in  cor- 
respondence, we  never  heard  or  saw  any  ^* views"  manifested, 
other  than  those  of  courtesy,  kindness,  and«  in  one  word,  the  def- 
erential bearing  of  gentlemen. 

As  to  the  charge,  that  articles  from  Southern  pens  are  not 
republished  in  the  Northern  journals,  we  must  say  that  it  is 
totally  untrue,  not  to  use  harsher  language.  From  our  little 
knowledge  and  experience  in  journalism,  we  know  that  editors 
in  the  absence  of  original  papers,  are  glad  to  republish  good 
articles  from  any  source.  As  proof  of  this,  we  find  many  articles 
taken  from  Southern  journals,  in  Northern  ones.  It  would  be 
difficult  for  us  to  believe  that  there  are  six  men  in  the  South 
or  North,  animated  with  such  sentiments,  or  who  do  not  know 
that  the  statements  of  Dr.  B.  are  untrue.  It  is  the  first  time  we 
ever  saw  the  term  "  geographical  location"  used  in  the  discussicm 
of  medical  matters.  It  is  odious  language  for  a  well-bred,  edu- 
cated physician  to  use.  It  smells  of  the  pot-house  politician, 
and  smacks  of  the  corrupt  political  stump  hack.  Out  with  such 
men  and  out  with  such  language !  say  we.  "  Oeographical  location" 
indeed,  in  medicine !  Is  Dr.  B.  a  medical  Know-Nothing?  AVould 
he  ostracise  everything  that  does  not  emanate  from  Foster'si 
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Tuscaloosa  Count j,  Alalmma?  A  well-edQcated  phrsiciaB  is 
acknowledged  and  received  every  plaoe,  and  if  he  has  distinguished 
himself,  he  is  honored  bj  all  except  Dr.  B.,  who  would  inquire  as 
to  his  " geographical  location" 

Against  the  appeal  made  bj  Dr.  K  in  faTor  of  Soathem  Medi- 
cal Colleges,  we  have  not  a  word  to  sav.  We  rather  admire  the 
spirit  which  prompts  a  pride  in  home  institutioiis,  but  we  most 
severely  protest  against  introducing  Northern.  Southern.  Eastern 
or  Western  notions  or  **  ri*icV  into  the  onlv  profession  which 
knows  no  North  or  SoutL  For  the  physician  who  dabbles  in  pol- 
itics, we  confess  we  have  not  the  highest  regard,  and  still  less  for 
him  who  would  attempt  to  bring  into  our  profession  the  prejud^ 
ces  and  fanatical  ideas  of  politicians  of  the  present  day. 

It  is  idle  and  vain  to  attempt  to  build  up  medical  joomals  or 
oolleges,  on  any  other  basis  than  that  of  merit  That  journal 
will  always  succeed  the  best  which  is  coniocied  the  best  and 
that  college  will  only  succeed,  which  has  the  greatest  talent  in 
its  professors.  We  wish  for  the  success  of  the  best  iw  matter 
what  their  ^''geographical  location"  may  be.  whether  in  the  South, 
North,  or  in  foreign  lands. 

^  5o  pent-ap  Caca  contnets  oar  powers^ 
For  the  wkole,  boonfflew  eoBaatnt  is  own." 

It  may  be  we  have  written  severelv.  but  the  love  we  bear  our 
profossiott.  the  admiratiDU  we  have  for  the  learning,  the  attain- 
Bents,  the  gentlemanly  bearing  of  the  well-edocated.  liberal- 
minded  physician,  as  he  is  found  in  all  climes^  and  especially  in 
all  pares  of  our  common  country,  most  be  our  excuse.  Our  tests 
of  respectability  are  not  as  to  what  are  the  ^  viewa"  of  this  man 
or  that  man,  but  is  he  a  gentleman  in  his  professional  relations — 
ia  he  accomplished  in  his  profession — is  he  truthfuL  If  he  has 
these  qualifications,  he  hais  our  warmest  admiration,  and  strongest 
sympathy  and  encouragement  Let  no  man  then,  attempt  to 
throw  a  barrier  in  the  onward  march  of  our  science  and  art  by 
his  fooli^  and  &lse  pr^uuices. 

Our  profession  is  to  do  good  to  off;  the  achievementa  in  prafr> 
tice,  the  discoveries  of  new  facts  and  principles,  and  in  one  word* 
the  pivvention  and  cur«  of  disease,  is  our  common  yet  holy  pu]> 
pose,  and  he  who  would  in  any  way  attempt  to  hinder  u%  should 
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receive  the  reward  of  a  traitor  to  his  profession  and  to  hnmanitj, 
without  regard  to  *' geographical  location.^^  But  let  us  close: 
we  love  the  brethren  strong  in  the  faith,  educated  in  the  princi- 
ples, and  animated  with  the  determination  to  give  a  good  aooount 
of  themselves  in  a  sound,  successful  practice,  wherever  they  may 
he.  t 


•*^0^  p- 


NEWSPAPER  PUFFING. 

It  is  well  known  to  those  having  an  itching  for  public  notoriety, 
that  newspaper  puffing  yields  larger  results,  considering  the 
amount  invested,  than  any  other  means  for  accomplishing  the 
same  object.  It  is  therefore  resorted  to  extensively  by  the  quack 
and  charlatan  of  every  profession  and  occupation.  Could  the 
public  more  fully  understand  how  this  kind  of  machinery  is 
brought  into  operation,  it  would  be  shorn  of  much  of  its  efficiency. 
If  the  relations  between  the  puffer  and  the  puffee  were  exposed, 
its  potency  would  vanish,  and  the  empty  pretensions  of  gaseous 
aspirants  would  explode  into  thin  air.  To  those  behind  the  cu]> 
tain,  it  is  well  known  that  oysters,  wine,  game  suppers,  and  the 
like,  never  fail  to  reach  the  assailable  point  of  Mr.  Splash,  of  the 
Buncombe  Flag,  and  that  his  paper  is  ever  open  to  those  who 
confer  such  favors.  Sometimes  the  way  is  prepared  by  presents 
to  Mrs.  Splash,  and  the  young  Splashes  may  even  come  in  for  a 
share.  Again,  when  these  means  are  not  at  hand,  "  ten  cents 
a  line"  will  always  insure  as  editorial  all  that  is  required.  Not 
uufrequently,  high-flown  notices  of  "extraordinary  feats"  are  served 
up  to  make  the  papers  attractive,  and  excite  the  gaze  of  an  admiring 
crowd.  Dr.  N.,  or  Prof.  B.,  or  somebody  else  is  heralded  as  having 
done  some  terrible  thing:  it  is  made  a  nine  days'  talk,  aiKl 
the  "  local "  is  complimented  for  his  adroitness  in  detailing  what 
is  really  a  very  common  performance,  and  one  of  every  day 
occurrence.  When  these  notices  are  of  a  personal  character,  they 
are  usually  laudatory  in  an  inverse  proportion  to  merit  Opera* 
tiotts  are  often  puffed  as  successful,  the  subjects  of  which  have 
"gone  to  that  bourne  from  which  no  traveler  returns"  to  tell 
tales  on  the  **  successful  operator."  If  the  whole  truth  were  told^ 
it  would  often  redound  to  the  disgrace  instead  of  the.  csediih 
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the  operator.  In  some  instances,  even  the  private  affairs  of 
patients  are  detailed  to  give  interest  to  the  wonders  of  cases — 
events  and  circumstances  known  only  to  the  professional  attendant, 
and  which  should  have  heen  kept  sacred  within  his  own  hreast, 
have  been  wantonly  divulged.  An  instance  of  this  kind  occurred 
in  one  of  our  daily  papers,  a  few  days  since. 

We  have  recently  witnessed  a  new  mode  of  newspaper  puffing, 
which  must  be  passed  to  the  credit  of  our  medical  friends  in 
Glotham. 

In  one  of  the  June  numbers  of  "  Frank  Leslie's  Illustrated 
Newspaper,"  we  find  a  showy  wood  cut,  purporting  to  represent 
the  head  and  bust  of  a  New  York  surgeon,  together  with  a  brief 
account  of  his  eventful  life.  All  the  wonderful  things  which  he 
has  accomplished  are  stated  in  detail,  not  omitting  his  transcend- 
ant  capacity  and  claims  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  men  of  the  age- 
In  fact,  if  all  that  is  set  forth  be  true,  he  is  a  remarkable  prodigy, 
and  the  whole  world  should  know  it  We  would,  however,  very 
respectfully  inquire  whether  this  proceeding  is  to  be  taken  as  a 
fair  specimen  of  medical  ethics  in  New  York?  Does  it  receive 
the  sanction  of  the  best  men  in  the  profession,  or  is  it  simply  an 
outburst  of  geniuM  that  could  not  await  the  slow  bat  sore  road  to 
fSftme,  which  true  merit  always  procures? 

In  the  same  paper,  but  on  another  page,  is  a  portrait  of 
**  Prima  Donna  Maria  Piocolomini,  Bole  de  la  Traviata,"  a  "  new 
star  in  the  musical  firmament,"  who  is  represented  to  be  *'  quite 
young,  and  beantifiil  as  a  dream."  with  various  other  qualities 
too  numerous  to  mention  here.  The  descriptions  of  the  two  lions 
seem  to  have  been  written  by  the  same  hand,  the  posaeasor  of 
whidi  probably  knew  nothing  aboat  either  music  or  medicine. 
Has  it  then  come  to  this,  that  the  aspirant  after  medieal  &me 
must  be  pnt  through  thesam*^  process  as  a  theatrical  and  musical 
candidate  fi>r  pnUic  favor«  and  lioniied  in  the  same  manner? 
That  this  entire  manner  of  obtaining  notoriety  is  diarepntaUe, 
eveiT  right-minded  physician  most  and  will  intuitively  admiL 

The  KactlitT  with  which  thee^  indismminate  laadatej  notiees 
can  be  obtained*  renders  them  of  no  solid  value.  The  charlatan 
and  the  monatebank  ar«  thoee  wh;>  are  the  most  likely  to  recave 
them*  aodialuMtiiiNDi  h«iag:  maffe  heiwiaim  the  wwthy  and  aaworthj. 
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It  is  the  entire  stock  in  trade  of  the  host  of  vampyres  who  fatten 
on  the  credulity  of  the  people,  and  we  always  feel  mortified  and 
humbled  when  we  see  men  of  honorable  pretensions  in  our  profes- 
sion descending  to  irregularities  of  this  kind.  The  code  of  ethics 
is  clear  on  these  points,  and  it  is  not  asking  too  much  to  insi^ 
upon  its  enforcement.  ♦ 


■♦-•-•- 


"  PEACE  IN  OUR  BORDERS/' 

It  is  alike  proper  that  we  acknowledge  the  graceful  compli- 
ments of  our  friend  Thompson  of  the  Meigs  County  Telegraphy 
and  express  our  sincere  regrets  for  his  misfortunes  in  the  late 
calamity  of  the  Pomeroy  conflagration.  Speaking  of  the  Observer^ 
the  Telegraph  alludes  to  the  enviable  professional  reputation 
enjoyed  by  our  city  abroad,  after  this  wise:  "  The  medical  faculty 
of  Cincinnati  hare  been  for  some  time  past,  like  the  Kilkenny 
cats,  endeavoring  to  eat  each  other  up.  They  are  divided  into  as 
many  factions  as  the  politicians  of  New  York  city,  and  abuse  each 
other  as  villainously.  £ach  faction  has  its  organ,  and  sometimes 
these  organs  grind  out  tunes  hardly  as  pious  as  Church  music. 
What  particular  faction  is  represented  by  this  magazine  we  know 

not;  but  we  do  know  that  the  editors .''     Well,  no  matter  for 

the  compliments.  We  have,  however,  one  or  two  remarks  to 
make,  the  truth  of  which  is  beginning  to  be  felt,  and  we  trust 
▼ill  be  felt  more  fully  by  and  by.  Whatever  we  may  have  been 
in  the  past,  we  are  very  sure  that  the  present  corps  of  the  regular 
profession,  of  this  city,  is  quite  as  peaceable  as  in  most  of  our 
neighboring  cities,  large  or  small.  If  we  have  a  few  pugnacious 
members,  we  are  also  happy  to  say  that  the  great  mass,  espe- 
cially of  those  in  the  prime  of  professional  labors  and  ambition, 
are  a  unity  and  we  believe  this  spirit  of  harmonious  and  honorable 
rivalry,  is  growing.  We  have  various  factions  and  pathies,  here- 
abouts, trying  to  gain  a  temporary  foothold  and  notoriety,  by  the 
Kilkenny  operation ;  but  these  are  not  engaged  in  the  pursuits  of 
regular  scientific  medicine — they  are  only  doctors,  and  we  hope 
they  won't  receive  any  aid  or  comfort  by  being  likened  unto 
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regular  pliysicians,  or  bj  regular  physicians  likening  themaelyes 
unto  them.  As  to  *'  what  particular  faction  is  represented  by 
this  magazine,"  we  have  never  been  able  to  find  out,  either — we 
expect  though,  to  be  found  mostly  fighting  for  all  such  olgeets 
as  we  believe  will  contribute  to  the  continuous  improvement, 
harmony,  and  honor  of  the  profession,  both  in  this  city  and  at 
large.  J 


The  foreign  Journals  have  given  very  complimentary  notices  of 
Benonard's  History  of  Medicine,  translated  by  our  friend.  Prof. 
G.  G.  Comegjs,  of  the  Miami  Medical  (ToUege.  It  is  a  valuable 
book,  and  one  which  ought  to  be  in  the  library  of  every  physician. 
Indeed,  we  do  not  say  too  much  when  we  would  advise  that  it  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  every  medical  student,  at  the  begiuning  of 
his  studies.  We  recommend  all  of  our  readers  to  buy  it,  and  we 
are  sure  they  will  not  regret  it  f 

One  of  the  brothers  Frankenstein  has  lately  finished  a  bust  of 
the  distinguished  Prof.  R.  D.  Mussey,  which  as  a  work  of  art  will 
do  much  to  extend  the  reputation  of  those  deserving  artists.  No 
one  who  has  ever  seen  Dr.  Hussey,  will  fail  to  recognize  in  the 
bust  a  most  striking  likeness.  Those  of  our  readers  who  have  an 
eye  for  such  matters,  can  see  it  at  the  oflBce  of  the  Drs.  Mussey. 

t 

We  would  call  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  very  inter- 
esting case  detailed  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Montgomery  County 
Medical  Society,  by  Dr.  McDermont,  of  Dayton,  published  in  our 
last  number.  The  treatment  of  the  case  reflects  great  credit  on 
Dr.  McDermont,  and  is  a  valuable  case  illustrative  of  good  treat- 
ment f 

« 

We  have  beard  considerable  talk  in  several  circles,  literary  as 
well  as  medical,  concerning  a  pl^giarigm  committed  by  a  Profes- 
sor in  one  of  our  medical  colleges.  The  Professor  was  invited  to 
deliver  an  address  befiNPe  one  of  the  societies  of  a  Western  univer- 
nty  and  ac»>pted.  Il  is  charged  on  kin,  that  almost  the  whole 
<»f  his  ftddross  was  taken  firoHi  m  aiMilar  one  delivered  by  Chariee 
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Sumner,  U.  S.  Senator.  To  a  great  many,  this  has  seemed 
strange  and  untrue,  especially  in  view  of  the  great  literary  and 
medical  reputation  of  the  Professor.  We  understand  that  the 
members  of  the  literary  society  contemplate  making  an  expose 
of  the  whole  affair.  f 

Exchanges.  We  have  felt  an  inclination  for  some  time,  to  give 
an  appropriate  notice  of  our  long  list  of  confreres  in  the  medical 
editorial  fraternity.  Something  of  this  sort  would  be  no  more 
than  justice,  in  return  for  the  many  manifestations  of  kindness 
and  courtesy,  that  have  been  so  cordially  tendered  to  us  in  our 
brief  career  as  journalists ;  perhaps  we  may  do  so  at  some  future 
time,  or  from  time  to  time,  as  space  and  leisure  shall  permit. 
Outside,  however,  of  our  regular  medical  list,  we  have  quite  a 
number  of  secular,  literary,  and  religious  exchanges  laid  on  oar 
table,  some  of  which  we  value  highly.  Of  these,  we  will  mention 
just  now  only  a  few. 

The  Ladies^  Repository.  This  monthly  is  so  widely  known  as 
to  be  benefited  but  little  by  any  notice  of  ours.  As  a  ladies' 
magazine,  in  every  way  fit,  elegant  and  proper,  it  has  no  superior ; 
and  for  many  years  it  has  been  steadily  growing  in  popular  favor. 
Its  very  excellent  editor,  Bev.  Dr.  Clark,  has  been  re-elected  to  this 
post  for  another  four  years,  by  the  late  General  Conference  <tf 
the  M.  E.  Church.  I^s  circulation,  we  understand,  is  between 
twenty-five  and  thirty  thousand.  It  is  published  simultaneously 
at  New  York  and  Cincinnati,  at  $2  per  annum,  any  Methodist 
minister  being  an  agent*. 

The  Odd  Fellows^  Literary  Casket.  This  is  another  handsome 
and  readable  magazine,  and  we  should  think  it  ought  to  be  well- 
sustained  by  the  **  order."  It  is  published  by  Turner  and  Grey, 
of  this  city,  at  $2  per  annum. 

The  Templars^  Magazine  is  the  organ  of  the  order  of  Templars 
of  Temperance  and  Honor,  but  is  well  filled  with  well-selected 
Uterary  and  temperance  matter  in  its  monthly  issues,  making  it 
at  the  price,  only  $1  a  year,  one  of  the  cheapest  and  most  aoceptr 
able  family  journals  in  the  country.  Address  J.  Wadsworthi 
Cincinnati,  Ohio.  % 
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*'  The  young  man  whose  hip  we  reported  in  onr  March  nnmher, 
as  having  been  redaced  by  rrof.  Blaekman,  after  six  months' 
standing,  is  now  in  the  Commercial  HospitaL  He  can  evert  or 
invert  his  foot  as  readily  as  that  on  the  sonnd  side,  and  can  flex 
and  extend  the  whole  limb  with  ease.  The  limb  appears  to  be 
shortened  about  three-quarters  of  an  inch,  which  is  doubtless  due 
to  the  partial  obliteration  and  widening  of  the  acetabalnm,  and 
the  change  proJuced  on  the  head  of  the  bone,  by  long-continued 
pressure  on  the  ilium.'' — Western  Lancet,  August 

In  the  Commercial  Hospital,  is  he?  Pray,  for  what  disease 
was  he  admitted  again?  or  has  he  been  in  the  hospital  since  last 
March?  There  is  nothing,  except  it  be  independence,  more  conn 
mendable  in  a  journalist  than  truthfulness  and  fairscai.  Kow, 
friend  Wood,  let  us  give  the  history  of  this  ^' young  man," 
which  you  have  lefi  out  After  the  reputed  redaction  of  the 
dislocation,  ''  the  young  man"  left  the  Commercial  Hospital,  and 
entered  SL  John's  Hospital,  ^  this  city,  to  have  surgical  aid. 
He  stated  that  his  hip  and  leg  were  in  the  same  condition  as 
before  they  were  redaced  by  Reid^s  method.  The  surgeons  of 
St  John's  Hospital,  Pro&.  Mossey  and  Judkins,  and  Dr.  W.  R 
Mnssey,  refused  to  do  anything,  for  nothing  could  be  done,  and 
gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  there  had  been  fracture  of  the  femur 
near  the  neck.  Dr.  Wood's  aceount  of  the  case  as  it  is  at  preacAi» 
supports  this  view.  It  certainly  is  a  question  whether  it  is  a 
ease  of  dislocation,  like  some  others,  which  have  presented 
selves  here  of  late. 

The  history  of  the  way  in  which  ''  the  young  man"  was  got 
into  the  Commercial  Hospital  would  be  very  entertaming.  Frobahlj 
£riend  Wood  will  write  it  out  for  us.  If  he  does  not,  we  shall  be 
compelled  to  do  so,  in  conjunction  with  some  other  liitk  nuitteR', 
which  we  have  in  our  drawer. 

The  &ct  that  the  lemur  after  a  dislocation  of  six  months^ 
has  been  reduced,  is  a  very  valuable  one,  and  will  become  author- 
ity* Surgical  statistics  now  of  such  immense  value,  however,. 
should  not  be  increased  by  JiUse  facts.  We  then  feel  prepared  to 
^ay  that  ''  the  young  man  with  the  dislocation  of  six  montW 
standing,''  still  sutfers  from  his  dislocation,  and  is  at  present  m 
the  Commercial  Hospital,  into  which  institution  he  was  induced  to 
reenter  by  one  of  its  surgeons^  thaU  he  might  be  watched.         f 
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Msdical  Teaching.  The  schools  are  again  before  the  profession 
with  the  announcement  of  their  lectures.  The  most  capricious 
student  can  find  no  difficulty,  we  think,  in  making  a  choice.  In 
this  citj  we  have  three  regular  schools — the  Miami  Medical  Col- 
lege, Medical  College  of  Ohio,  and  Cincinnati  College  of  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery.  The  Miami  will  open  its  fifth  course  of  lectures 
under  the  most  auspicious  circumstances.  Its  faculty  is  unite<l, 
harmonious,  and  continues  as  it  was  at  the  opening  of  the  school, 
with  the  exception  of  Prof.  Avery,  who  resigned  on  account  of  his 
health. 

Already  it  is  the  vigorous  and  successful  rival  of  the  oldest 
institution  in  the  West.  In  addition  to  the  advantaores  of  the 
Commercial  Hospital,  the  students  of  this  school  will  have  the 
benefit  of  the  medical  and  surgical  clinique  of  St.  John's  Hospi- 
tal, with  those  of  a  large  College  Dispensary.  We  feel  satisfied  that 
those  students  who  matriculate  in  the  Miami  will  not  regret  it. 

The  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  has  suffered  another  reorganiza- 
tion since  its  last  session.  Two  courses,  under  the  present  organ- 
ization, will  be  delivered — a  winter  and  a  spring  course.  We  do 
not  understand  how  a  full  course  of  lectures  is  to  be  delivered 
from  March  1st  to  July-  The  Prof,  of  Anatomy  will  be  forced  to 
deliver  two  lectures  daily,  we  opine.  We  do  not  like  the  plan. 
If  the  session  i^iM  lengthened  to  eight  months,  we  would  highly 
approve  of  it.  We  hope  the  fortunes  of  our  alma  mater  may 
prosper  under  it  The  announcement  states  that  the  present 
faculty  will  be  permanent — 

•«  A  conBiimmaiion  most  devoutly  to  be  wished.''  j- 

New  Medical  School  in  the  G'dy  of  New  Orleans,  Under  the 
general  law  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  an  institution  has  been 
duly  organized  and  incorporated  under  the  title  of  the  *'  New 
Orleans  Sohool  of  Medicine,'^  with  powers  to  teach  medicine  and 
grant  diplomas.  Lectures  will  commence  in  November  next. 
Dr.  E.  D.  Fenner  is  Dean  of  the  Faculty. 

Died,  July  1st,  Dr.  R  M.  Porter,  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the 
University  of  Nashvillil3,  from  the  effects  of  a  dissecting  wound. 
Dr.  Porter  was  an  excellent  teacher,  and  a  most  estimable  and 
high-minded  gentleman,  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 
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The  letter  on  newspaper  puffing,  signed  '^  T."  is  only  one  of 
the  many  expressions  of  opinions  we  have  receiyed  <mi  ihis  snb- 
jecty  in  reply  to  onr  editorials.  *'  T"  is  a  highly  respectable  and 
responsible  physician,  praetking  in  this  State.  Any  one  interested 
can  have  his  name  and  address.  To  show  still  further  the  feeling 
prevalent  on  this  subject,  we  subjoin  the  fcdlowing  from  a  private 
letter  from  a  very  prominent  and  high-toned  physician :  *'  You 
believe  in  putting  the  newspaper  puffers  through,  do  yon  ?  Well, 
I  am  with  you,  and  I  surmise  there  will  be  a  less  membership  of 
the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society,  after  its  next  meeting."  If  we 
had  nxHn,  we  could  give  extracts  of  the  same  kind  from  a  score 
of  letters.  The  profession  is  moving  on  this  subject  of  ethics. 
Quackery  must  be  cast  out  of  the  regular  profession.  f 

Died,  on  the  —  day  of  June,  in  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  where 
he  had  engaged  in  practice,  G.  W.  Foxworthy,  M.  D.,  of  inflam- 
mation of  the  throat  Dr.  F.  was  a  graduate  of  the  Miami 
Medical  College,  and  served  one  year  in  St.  John's  Hotel  for 
Invalids,  as  one  of  the  house  physicians  and  surgeons.  He  had 
the  capacity  to  make  a  good  physician,  and  would  no  doubt  have 
become  a  pnmiinent  member  of  the  pnrfiession,  had  his  life  been 
spared. 

We  have  received  the  Annual  CSrcular  and  Catalogue  of 
ike  Medical  College  of  the  State  of  South  CaroUna,  for  1855 
-56.  Its  catalogue  numbers  two  hundred  and  twenty,  and  its 
list  of  graduates  eighty-six.  These  figures  exhibit  a  state  of 
prosperity  unusual  in  these  days — a  prosperity,  doubtless,  nmtu- 
ndly  and  pn^rly  resulting  from  the  labors  of  an  able  and  wiffk- 
iag  fSKulty.     Henry  K  Frost,  M.  D.,  is  Bean. 

We  have  also  received  the  Annual  Catalogue  of  the  Bnsh 
Ikdical  College,  at  Chicago^  with  its  announcement  for  1856-57. 
This  institutioa  appears  to  be  in  a  healthy  condition.  For  any 
apply  to  Piof.  N.  Sw  Davis. 


Ameriemm  PharnuKtuiictU  A^foeiatim.  Notice  to  the  Fharma- 
centistB  and  Druggists  of  the  United  Statea.  In  compliance  with 
ike  requirements  of  the  Constitution,  yon  are  heteby  notified  that 
the  annual  meeliiig  of  tka  Aiworiatioa  will  be  keld  im  th«  cilj 
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Baltimore,  on  the  second  Tuesday  (9tli)  of  September  next,  at 
three  o'clock,  P.  M.  The  objects  of  the  Association  are  to  delib- 
erate on  the  condition  of  our  profession,  the  advancement  of  phar* 
maceutical  knowledge,  and  the  elevation  of  the  professional  char* 
acter  of  druggists  throughout  the  United  States.  **  Every  apoth- 
ecary and  druggist  of  good  moral  and  professional  standing, 
whether  in  business  on  his  own  account,  retired  from  business, 
or  employed  by  another,  who,  after  duly  considering  the  object 
of  this  Association,  and  the  obligations  of  its  Constitution,  is 
willing  to  subscribe  to  them,  is  eligible  for  membership." 
New  Youk,  July,  1866.  JOHN  MEAKIM,  PresH. 

The  following  short  extracts,  translated  from  German  journals, 
have  been  handed  us  by  our  friend.  Dr.  Bruhl,  of  this  city : 

1.   On  the  removal  of  tatiooed  jigureB  from  the  akin. 

The  Parisian  grisettes,  anxious  to  extinguish  those  tokens  of 
their  former  love  and  troth,  use  for  this  purpose,  as  a  caustic,  a 
solution  of  indigo  in  sulphuric  acid,  after  the  application  of  which, 
as  both  epidermis  and  chorion  peel  off,  a  very  indistinct  cicatrix 
remains.  But  this  process,  however  innoxious  it  may  seem,  is 
according  to  Parent  Duchatelet,  not  without  its  dangers,  he  having 
seen  it  terminate  fatally  in  the  case  of  a  young  girl,  where  a 
serious  erysipelatous  inflammation  of  the  arm  ensued.  A  more 
safe  and  efficacious  plan  has  been  recommended  by  Dr.  Ambr. 
Tardieu.  He  applies  for  twenty-four  hours  to  the  tattooed  sur- 
face, a  cerate,  saturated  with  concentrated  acetic  acid.  Then  he 
rubs  the  reddened  part  well  with  a  strong  alkalic  liquid  several 
times,  and  washes  it  well  afterward  with  diluted  muriatic  acid.  In 
this  manner,  a  thick  scab  is  formed,  which  peels  off  and  reappears 
again  several  times,  until  after  about  three  weeks,  a  plain  scar  is 
left,  in  which  not  the  least  trace  of  the  former  marks  can  be 
recognized,  especially  if  cinnabar,  or  the  vegetable  red  or  blue 
inks  have  been  used  as  coloring  matters. 

The  translator  of  this  tested  the  above  in  a  case  where  a  young 
gentleman  in  his  boyish  days  had  been  guilty  of  the  foolish  prac- 
tice of  tattooing  his  hands.  And  this  abstract  is  given  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  may  be  consulted  in  similar  cases. 
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2.   Use  of  Benzine  in  Scabies. 

Dr.  G.  Lambert  treated  fifteen  persons  affected  with  scabies, 
witb  an  ointment  containing  six  parts  of  benzine  to  twenty-five 
of  lard,  with  which  the  affected  parts  were  mbbed  Immediately 
after  two  frictions  the  itching  ceased,  and  in  nine  of  the  patients, 
a  perfect  cure  was  effected  after  eight  days ;  in  the  other  six, 
however,  where  the  complaint  had  become  inveterate,  after  eleven 
days.  [^Sehmid^s  Fakrhucher. 


On  Wire  Splints.  By  i.  C.  Nott,  M.  D.,  of  MobHeyAIa. — ^I  have 
recently  been  using,  in  fractures  of  the  extremities,  wire  splintSj 
which  1  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  recommended  elsewhere, 
and  which  possess  manifest  advantages  over  those  of  any  other 
material  heretofore  used. 

The  objections  to  wood,  pasteboard,  gntta  percha,  and  other 
solid  materials,  are,  that  they  keep  the  inflamc^l  parts  too  warm, 
and  do  not  admit  the  application  of  cold  water. 

The  "  tcove  wire  "  is  the  lightest  material  out  of  which  a  firm 
splint  can  be  made,  and  being  malleable,  may  be  molded  with 
the  fingers  to  the  shape  of  the  limb. 

Being  porous,  no  ob^cruction  is  offered  to  the  entrance  of  cold 
lotions,  and  the  parts  may  be  subjected,  if  necessary,  to  a  stream 
of  water. 

The  material  out  of  which  these  splints  are  made,  is  easily 
procured,  and  easily  cut  into  pr.per  shapes.  The  hardware  stores 
all  keep  what  is  called  ^*  wove  wirey*^  of  various  qualities,  coarse 
and  fine,  and  with  a  pair  of  strong  shears  it  is  readily  cut  into 
anv  form  we  niav  desire.  The  edo;es  should  be  turned  over  to 
prevent  the  wires  from  sticking  into  the  flesh,  and  to  give  more 
strength  to  the  splint.  It  is  well,  also,  to  give  them  a  coat  of 
asphidtuDi.  or  other  varnish,  to  keep  them  from  rusting.  The 
material  does  noi  cost  more  than  from  fiftv  cents  to  one  dollar 

m 

a  yard. 

Suppose,  for  example,  we  have  a  common  fracture  of  the  bones 
of  the  log.  Two  splints,  of  the  shape  of  the  limb,  are  selected, 
and  beitig  well  padded  with  lint,  or  old  soft  rags,  they  are  applied 
on  each  side  of  the  leg.  and  nicely  molded  to  its  shape.  A  band- 
ago  is  thou  roileil  from  the  toes  up  to  the  knee  over  it.  or  what 
is  more  simple,  pievvs  of  bandage  are  tied  around  at  short  spaces 
from  toes  IV  knee.  We  at  once  have  a  s^Jid  fixture,  having  all 
the  advantages,  and  noue  of  the  iucouveniences  of  the  starch 
haudage.  and  the  patient  may  move  the  limb  about  as  he  pleases, 
or  get  up  on  crutches. — Am*  Xumci/  of  the  Jfedl  Sciences. 
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[We  call  attention  to  the  following  Bales,  suggested  by  Dr. 
Marshall  Hall,  on  a  very  important  topic;  and  differing  in 
some  important  particulars  from  views  and  customs  heretofore 
accepted.] 

New  Mules  for  the  Treatment  of  Asphyxia. 

I.  Send  with  all  speed  for  medical  aid,  for  articles  of  clothing, 
blankets,  etc.  ' 

II.  Treat  the  patient  on  the  spot,  in  the  open  air,  exposing  the 
face  and  chest  freely  to  the  breeze,  except  in  too  cold  wedther. 

L    lb  excite  Respiraiionj 

III.  Place  the  patient  gently  on  the  face  (to  allow  any  fluids 
to  flow  from  the  mouth). 

IV.  Then  raise  the  patient  into  the  sitting  posture,  and 
endeavor  to  excite  respiration, 

1.  By  snufl",  hartshorn,  etc.,  applied  to  the  nostrils ; 

2.  By  irritating  the  throat  by  a  feather,  or  the  finger; 

3.  By  dashing  hot  and  cold  water,  alternately^  on  the  face 

and  chest ; 
If  there  be  no  success,  lose  no  time,  but 

II.  To  imitate  Respiration^ 

y.  Beplace  the  patient  on  his  face,  his  arms  under  his  head, 
that  the  tongue  may  fall  forward^  and  leave  the  entrance  into 
the  windpipe  free,  and  that  any  fluids  may  flow  out  of  the  mouth ; 
then 

1.  Turn  the  body  gradually  but  completely  on  the  side^  and  a 
little  morCf  and  then  again  on  the  face,  alternately  (to  induce 
inspiration  and  ea^piration); 

2.  When  replaced,  apply  pressure  along  the  back  and  ribs,  and 
then  remove  it  (to  induce  further  expiration  and  i?tspiration),  and 
proceed  as  before ; 

3.  Let  these  measures  be  repeated  gently,  deliberately,  but 
efficiently  and  perse veringly,  sixteen  times  in  the  minute  only; 

III.  To  induce  Circulation  and  Warmth^ 

1.  Continuing  these  measures,  rub  all  the  limbs  and  the  trunk 
upwardyfiih.  the  warm  hands,  making  j^rm  pressure  energetically ; 

2.  Replace  the  wet  clothes  by  such  other  covering,  etc.,  as  can 
be  procured. 

VI.   Omit  the  warm-lath  until  respiration  he  re-established. 

To  recapitulate,  I  observe  that — 

1.  If  there  be  one  fact  more  self-evident  than  another. 
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that  artificial  respiration  is  the  9ine  qua  non  in  the  treatment  of 
asphyxia,  apnoea,  or  suspended  respiration. 

2.  If  there  be  one  fact  more  established  in  physiology  than 
another,  it  is  that  within  just  limits,  a  low  temperature  conduces 
to  the  protraction  of  life,  in  cases  of  suspended  respiration,  and 
that  a  more  elevated  temperature  destroys  life.  This  is  the 
result  of  the  admirable,  the  incomparable,  work  of  Edwards. 

3.  Now,  the  onbf  mode  of  inducing  e£Scient  respiration^  artifi- 
cially, at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances,  by  the  hands 
alone,  is  that  of  the  postural  maneuvers  described  in  this  paper. 

This  measure  mtut  be  adopted. 

4.  The  next  measure  is,  I  have  stated,  to  restore  the  eirctdation 
and  warmth  by  means  of  pressure  firmly  and  simultan^usly 
applied  m  the  course  of  the  veins^  therefore  upward, 

5.  And  the  measure  not  to  be  adopted,  because  it  tends  to  extin- 
guish life,  is  the  warm  bath,  without  ai'tifidal  respiration. 

This  measure  must  be  relinquished. 

These  conclusions  are  at  once  the  conclusions  of  common  sense 
and  of  physiological  experiment.  On  these  views  human  life  may, 
nay,  must  sometimes  depend. — Lancet j  April  12,  1856. 

iVetr  method  of  treating  Phagedena. — Mr.  CocK  has  recently 
been  trying  in  Guy's  Hospital,  a  plan  of  treating  phagedjenie 
nkers  by  constant  irrigation.  The  method  is,  to  have  the  sore 
well  exposed,  and  the  affected  limb  placed  on  some  water-proof 
material ;  a  reservoir  above  the  bed  is  then  filled  with  luke-warm 
water,  and,  by  means  of  an  elastic  tube,  a  stream  is  kept  continn- 
ally  flowing  over  the  surface  of  the  sore.  By  this  means  all  pmr- 
tides  of  discharge,  etc.,  are  washed  away  as  soon  as  formed,  and 
the  ulcer  assumes  the  dean,  pale  appearance  of  a  piece  of  meat 
which  has  been  long  soaked.  In  all  the  cases  in  which  it  has 
been  practicable  to  employ  the  irrigation  e£Sdently,  a  speedy 
arrest  dT  morbid  action  has  been  secured,  and  the  number  has 
included  several  in  which  the  disease  was  ^extensive  and  severe. 

The  theory  of  the  treatment  is,  that  phagedaenie  action  is  a 
process  ^  loeai  contagicHd — the  materies  morbi  by  whidi  the  nicer 
snpreads  being  its  own  pus.  Admitting  this  suppositkm — which 
tkeie  is  every  reason  for  d<Hng — to  be  true,  the  object  to  be  kept  in 
view  in  curative  measures  is,  either  to  decompose  or  to  remove 
the  local  viru&  This  end  b  accomplished  somewhat  clumsily  by 
such  remedies  as  the  nitric  acid,  whkh,  unless  so  fireely  used  as 
not  only  to  char  up  all  the  fluid  matters,  but  to  destroy  the  whole 
surface  of  the  ulcer  to  some  depth,  fails  to  prevent  a  recurreiHK. 
Mr.  Cock's  plan  of  subjecting  the  uker  to  a  perpetual  washing, 
attempts  the  accomplishment  of  the  same  ^id,  by  a  mve  »m^ 
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and  direct  method.  It  involves  no  pain  to  the  patient,  and  does 
not  destroy  any  healthy  tissues.  Its  one  disadvantage  seems  to 
be,  that,  excepting  on  the  extremities,  its  use  would  be  attended 
with  some  inconvenience  from  the  difficulty  of  preventing  the 
water  from  running  into  the  patient's  bed.  Should,  however, 
further  trials  confirm  the  very  favorable  opinion  which  has  been 
formed  at  Guy's  as  to  its  value,  these  difficulties  might,  no 
doubt,  be  surmounted  by  the  contrivance  of  suitable  apparatus. 
The  directions  as  to  the  temperature  of  the  water  are,  that  it 
should  be  as  warm  as  comfortable  to  the  feelings  of  the  patient ; 
and,  as  preventive  of  smell,  Mr.  Cock  advises  the  addition  of  a 
small  quantity  of  the  chloride  of  lime,  or  of  soda. — Med.  Times 
cmd  Oaz.f  April  12,  1856. 

Placenta  Prcevia, — In  our  previous  number  (p.  623,  et  seq.),  we 
gave  some  interesting  cases  of  placenta  prsevia,  by  Dr.  Thomas 
Badford,  and  now  continue  them : 

Case  X. — Jan.  2,  1823,  Mrs.  Fildes,  midwife,  sent  for  me  to 
visit  a  hospital  patient  residing  in  Cock  Gates,  in  labor  and  flood- 
ing. She  was  at  the  end  of  pregnancy,  and  in  going  up  stairs 
had  fallen,  and  immediately  felt  sick  and  faintish.  In  about  an 
hour  afterward,  she  had  a  discharge  of  blood,  followed  by  pains, 
which  continued  to  increase  in  frequency  and  strength.  The 
hemorrhage  was  now  great ;  her  countenance  was  very  pale ;  her 

fulse  was  frequent  and  feeble.  On  an  examination,  per  vaginam, 
found  the  os  uteri  opened  to  about  the  size  of  a  shilling ;  but  it 
was  firm.  On  passing  the  finger  through  it  I  detected  the  pla- 
centa. I  plugged  the  vagina,  and  had  the  abdominal  bandage 
put  on,  with  the  uterine  compress  placed  under  it,  and  then  tight- 
ened, so  as  to  eflectually  support  the  womb ;  the  retaining  band* 
age  was  also  applied.  She  was  carefully  watched  for  some  time ; 
and  as  there  was  no  external  bleeding,  or  indication  of  any  intel^ 
nal  loss,  I  left  her  in  the  care  of  her  midwife,  strictly  directing 
her  to  send  again  for  me,  if  there  were  any  grounds  for  alarm. 

In  about  four  hours  I  called,  and  found  the  pains  recurring 
more  frequently  and  stronger.  There  had  been  no  bleeding,  and 
she  seemed  much  better.  I  now  withdrew  the  plug,  and  ascer- 
tained that  the  os  uteri  was  considerably  dilated,  and  softer,  and 
the  loosened  placenta  lying  within  it.  There  was  some  bleeding 
during  the  pains.  After  having  placed  on  the  regulating  band- 
age, I  passed  the  hand,  and  further  detached  the  placenta  to  such 
an  extent  as  I  thought  would  allow  the  head  of  the  child  to  pass, 
and  then  ruptured  the  membranes,  directing  the  midwife  at  the 
same  time  to  tighten  the  bandage.  The  water  freely  escaped ; 
and  in  a  short  time  the  head  of  the  child  began  to  press  on  the 
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€8  ateri,  which  soon  yielded.  The  loosened  portkm  of  the  plft- 
oenta  fell  to  one  side,  and  the  child  passed  hj  H,  and  in  about 
three  hoars  it  was  bom  alire.  The  placenta  ftdlowed  in  about 
half  an  hour.  There  was  no  farther  hemorrhage,  and  her  reeoTerj 
was  aninterrnpted.     A  drachm  of  landanom  was  giTen. 

Remarkt. — ^This  case  is  another  example  of  the  Talne  of  the. 
plag.  A  very  short  time  elapsed  between  the  accident  and  the 
occanrence  of  labor  pain.  The  location  of  the  placenta  on  the 
eenrix  and  os  uteri  tended  to  prodoce  these  effects  sooner  than  if 
this  organ  had  been  situated  elsewhere.  The  irritatioQ  which 
the  OS  sustained  bj  the  mechanical  separation  of  the  placenta 
was  soon  felt  bj  the  fundus  and  body  of  the  uterus.  The 
hemorrage  was  brought  on  by  the  fall ;  bat  sooner  or  later  flood- 
ing would  doubtless  hare  occurred^  if  no  such  accident  had 
happened. 

Case  XL — May  5,  1827, 1  visited  a  hospital  patient  residing 
in  Cook  street,  Salford,  under  Mrs^  Booth's  care,  who  was  stated 
to  be  in  labor,  and  in  danger  from  flooding.  She  was  in  the  last 
month  of  her  seven th  pregnancy.  The  pains  were  frequent  and 
sharp ;  she  felt  faintish ;  looked  pale ;  and  her  pulse  was  feeble. 
The  discharge  of  blood  had  continued  for  three  hours,  and  was 
BOW  excessive,  and  increased  on  the  accession  of  each  pain.  She 
had  a  slight  attack  a  month  before,  whkh  was  soon  sappressed  by 
rest,  cool  air,  and  cdUi  external  applicationsw  The  os  uteri  was 
now  dilated  to  the  siae  of  a  shilling,  but  extremely  rigid ;  it  had 
the  feel  of  a  cartilaginous  ring.  I  passed  my  finger  through  it, 
and  I  thought  I  perceived  the  placenta.  Under  these  circumr 
stances,  I  determined  to  effectually  ping  the  vagina,  to  place  on 
the  abdominal  bandage,  and  under  it  the  uterine  com|H-es8,  and 
to  fix  the  retaining  bandage,  l^e  was  carefully  watched  for 
some  time,  and  fS^eling  assured  she  was  safe,  I  left  her,  having 
directed  the  midwife  to  send  for  me,  if  any  un&vorable  symptom 
occurred. 

In  about  six  hours  I  was  sent  for,  as  the  pains  were  now  very 
frequent  and  strong.  She  was  much  improved  in  appearance,  and 
her  pulse  was  firmer.  There  had  not  been  the  slightest  bleeding. 
On  withdirawing  the  sponge,  some  small  coagala  followed,  and 
immediately  afterward  there  was  a  fresh  flow  of  blood.  The  os 
uteri  was  now  opened  fully  to  the  size  of  a  crown  piece,  and 
felt  considerably  softer,  and,  as  I  thought,  dilatable.  A  portion 
of  the  placenta  with  the  membranes  were  found,  in  the  absence  of 
the  pain,  within  it ;  and  above  I  could  feel  the  head  of  the  child. 
As  the  uterus  was  now  acting  well,  after  having  had  placed  on 
the  regulating  bandage^  I  passed  my  hand  onward  to  the  side 


1856.]  JBditorial  and  MiiceUany.  427 

where  the  membranes  offered,  and  having  first  freely  detached  a 
sufficient  extent  of  the  placenta  to  allow  the  head  to  pass,  I  then 
ruptured  them.  The  bandage  was  kept  so  tight  as  constantly  to 
compress  the  uterus,  as  it  changed  in  size  by  the  escape  of  the 
waters.  The  pains  were  very  strong ;  and  the  head  of  the  child 
soon  engaged  within  the  os  uteri,  pushing  the  placenta  aside  as 
it  descended  into  the  pelvis.  The  child  was  born  alive.  The 
placenta  was  found  lying  loose  in  the  vagina,  and  withdrawn.  A 
drachm  of  tinctura  opii  was  administered ;  and  the  circular  band- 
age and  uterine  compress  were  applied. 

Remarks. — No  other  means  would  have  answered  in  this  case 
so  well  as  the  plug ;  blood  was  saved  and  time  obtained  for  the  os 
uteri  to  soften  and  dilate ;  in  fact  no  other  plan  could  have  been 
safely  adopted.  If  the  membranes  had  been  ruptured  (which 
might  assuredly  have  been  done  by  means  of  a  stilette),  the  haz- 
ards of  protraction  would  have  been  very  great  with  the  os  uteri 
80  hard ;  and  the  child  to  a  certainty  would  have  been  destroyed 
by  the  contusion  and  laceration  which  the  placent'a  must  sustain 
from  the  pressure  of  its  head  on  so  unyielding  a  tissue.  To  pre- 
vent such  an  injurious  effect  on  the  placental  structure,  is  one 
object  in  my  practice  of  detaching  a  considerable  portion  of  it 
from  the  uterus,  before  rupturing  the  membrane  is  adopted. 

Case  XIII. — March  25,  1819,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Spence, 
I  was  called  to  Mrs.  A.,  who  was  in  the  sixth  month  of  her  third 
pregnancy.  She  had  been  well  up  to  this  time ;  but  she  now  had 
a  profuse  flooding,  which  had  come  on  without  any  obvious  cause. 
Cold  vinegar  and  water  had  been  externally  applied,  and  cool  air 
freely  admitted  into  her  apartment.  She  had  taken  a  mixture 
with  acidum  sulphuricum  dilutum  and  tinctura  opii,  and  afterward 
plumbi  acetas  and  opium,  in  suitable  doses,  all  without  abating 
the  discharge.  She  was  pale ;  her  skin  felt  coldish ;  her  pulse 
was  frequent  and  small;  and  she  felt  faintish.  I  found  some 
coagula  in  the  vagina,  and  fresh  blood  still  flowed.  The  os  uteri 
was  high  up  in  the  pelvis,  and  was  closed ;  the  cervix  was  unde- 
veloped. I  could  not  prudently  make  further  inquiries,  and 
therefore  I  was  ignorant  as  to  the  precise  location  of  the  placenta. 
I  suspected  it  was  fixed  on  the  cervix.  There  was  no  pain.  The 
circular  abdominal  bandage,  and  the  uterine  compress  placed 
under  it,  was  firmly  applied.  The  vagina  was  well  plugged  with 
sponges,  but  I  carefully  avoided  passing  the  first  piece  too  high,  so 
as  to  forcibly  press  against  the  os  uteri.  The  retaining  bandage 
was  fixed.  Stimulants  and  supports  were  cautiously  administered. 
The  external  bleeding  ceased ;  and  we  were  convinced  there  was 
no  internal  'loss.     The  plug  was  allowed  to  remain  for  about 
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eigbt  hoars.  At  the  expiration  of  this  time,  althoagh  there  was 
no  discharge,  yet  as  she  complained  of  irritation^  it  was  remofved. 
As  nothing  further  oocarred,  I  left  the  patient  under  the  cmre  of 
her  medical  attendant,  who  afterward  informed  me  that  nothing 
unfavorable  happened,  until  she  reached  the  eighth  month,  when 
she  had  a  very  slight  discharge  of  blood,  which  was  soon  arrested 
by  cold  applications,  etc 

She  went  on  to  the  end  of  her  pregnancy,  and  her  labor  was 
naturaL  The  child  was  bom  alive.  Mr.  S.  informed  me  that 
the  membranes  had  ruptured  before  his  arrival,  and  that  he  felt 
a  small  portion  of  the  placenta  hanging  through  the  ob  uteri. 

Itemarln, — We  have  here  a  good  example  of  the  advantage  of 
not  meddling,  beyond  adopting  suitable  measures  to  stop  the 
h^norrhage. — Lamed; — Am.  Jvwr.  Med,  Sdtnea. 

Mercurial  SMliraHon  followed  hjf  Periodical  JReeurrenee. — ^Dr. 
Strong  related  the  case. 

Hiss ,  unmarried,  about  forty  years  old,  was  an  invalid  in 

early  life,  but  now,  for  a  nomber  of  years  lasl  past,  with  the 
exception  of  what  will  be  stated  below,  she  has  enjoyed  oomparar 
tively  good  health,  rarely  requiring  the  attendance  of  a  ^ysi- 
cian»  and  using  osily  laxative  medicines,  made  neeessary  by  a 
a  costive  habit. 

Eighteen  years  ago^,  about  the  first  or  third  cf  October,  die  was 
salivated  with  mercury.  The  affedioii  proved  very  severe,  last- 
ing several  weeksL  In  the  February  feUowing,  being  then  in  the 
Ho&pttal,  and  under  the  care  of  another  physician,  in  consequence 
of  the  use  ^  arsenic  (Fowler's  solution),  the  salivmlion  returned, 
with  much  the  same  severity  as  befi>re ;  bat  she  frraduallj  reeov- 
eied»  since  which  tone  she  has  taken  no  pieparaliQn  d  either 
medicine,  excepi  in  one  instance,  when  she  took  a  Sew  grains  of 
eakxoel  itt  pclk,.  by  m^btake,  by  whk^t  she  wk  agabt  snKvnted; 
nevertheless,  for  the  kst  eigihte^i  yearsy  and  since  the  first  sali- 
vatkHts>  she  has  hnd  re^Iar  retuns  of  the  sal^nifcoon,.  without 
Mse^ptttA^  tu  October  sod  Febrtzarr  of  tench  yenr:  it  often  i«tams 
on  tliDe  sniaie  days  of  ti»  nonth  as  at  first,  sooaetims  a  £ew 
d^fs  later.  The«e  at^tacksv  at  lirst,  weire  of  great!  sev^errty^  ^  in 
the^  firrst  sntxvattiioii^  ami  lasted  seversi  weeks,  bat  they  hnve  grad- 
ually be^om^  Ift^ss  iu»i  less^  severe  «esch  year  since,,  although^  as 
beft^re  statsed,  thev  have  never  &iled  to  occitr  at  <Hr  near  the  tiBKt, 
and  the  attacks  hftve  always  borne  the  character  of  mercnrtal 
saJShrntiKWL  They  usually  begin  with  irritable  stomarh.  n  l&eliBg 
of  fiilness  and  pfessore  about  the  head,  ilushed  eooubHinno^*  heat 
and  swetliug  oi  the  ^ums,  fi>IIowed  by  swelled  tongm^  and  uhrem- 
iMna  of  the  uiaid»  ot  thienum^i^tdk^linqpQe^gvainaniidhnAs; 


1856.]  MUorial  and  MmeOan^,  429 

with  much  drooling,  and  with  the  strong  characteristic  odor 
attending  recent  mercurial  salivations.  Dr.  Strong  had  witnessed 
several  of  these  attacks,  and  to  him  they  appeared  in  no  respect 
to  differ  from  salivation  following  the  immediate  use  of  mercury. 
The  patient  herself  asserts,  (and  she  is  sufficiently  intelligent,) 
that  each  and  every  attack  has  been  of  the  same  character. 

Dr.  Strong  remarked  that  there  had  been,  for  a  long  time,  and 
is  now,  a  great  and  strong  prejudice  among  many,  against  the 
use  of  mercurial  medicines ;  and  many  who  have  used  them,  have 
been  disposed  to  charge  confidently  all  their  subsequent  ills  and 
sicknesses,  from  whatever  cause  arising,  to  their  use;  and  hence  this 
prejudice  has  been  so  often  appea^l^  to  and  used  by  quacks  to 
ingratiate  themselves  and  medicines  with  the  public,  and  not  with- 
out success.  It  is  neither  unreasonable  nor  improbable  to  suppose  • 
that  much  of  the  bad  reputation  of  mercury  now  abroad,  has  come 
down  to  us  from  the  earlier  times  of  its  use,  when,  owing  to  igno- 
rance of  its  power,  or  the  best  mode  of  administering  it,  its  proper 
doses  and  times  of  continuance,  great  and  irreparable  mischief 
was  done  by  it.  The  above  case  seems  to  give  a  color  of  reason 
to  the  common  opinion ;  but  here,  Dr.  S.  stated,  that  after  having 
used  it  in  no  inconsiderable  number  of  cases  in  the  past,  as  well 
as  witnessed  its  extensive  use  by  others,  this  was  the  only  case 
that  had  come  to  his  knowledge  that  gives  countenance  to  this 
prejudice. — Boston  MedicaUournal,  July. 

Danger  of  employing  Iodine  injections  for  the  cure  of  Hydrocele. 
— M.  Gosselin  maae  an  interesting  communication  to  the  Societe 
de  Biologic,  on  the  24th  of  May.  He  has  ascertained  that  in 
three  cases  where,  after  the  death  of  patients,  he  has  examined 
the  testicles,  there  is  a  peculiar  danger  in  employing  iodine  injec- 
tions in  the  vaginal  cavity,  as  a  means  of  curing  hydrocele. 
This  danger  consists  in  the  absence  of  the  secretion  of  a  sperma 
fit  for  fecundation.  In  these  three  cases,  no  spermatozoa  were 
found  in  the  seminal  vesicle  of  the  side,  where  a  hydrocele  had 
been  treated  by  iodine  injections.  In  experiments  upon  dogs,  M. 
Gosselin  has  found,  also,  that  after  such  injections,  the  production 
of  spermatozoa  does  not  take  place,  and  that  the  testicle  becomes 
pale  and  smaller  than  before. — Med,  Times  and  Oaz.,  June  7. 

Effects  of  Color  upon  Health. — From  several  years'  observation 
in  rooms  of  various  sizes,  used  as  manufacturing  rooms,  and  occu- 
jried  by  females  for  twelve  hours  per  day,  I  found  that  the  work- 
ers who  occupied  those  rooms  which  had  large  windows  with  large 
panes  of  elass  in  the  four  sides  of  the  room,  so  that  the  sun^ai 
penetrated  through  the  room  during  the  whole  day,  were  i 
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more  healthy  than  the  workers  who  occupied  rooms  lighted  from 
one  side  only,  or  rooms  lighted  throagh  very  small  panes  of  glass. 
I  observed  another  very  singular  fact,  yiz.:  that  the  workers 
who  occupied  one  room  were  very  cheerful  and  healthy,  while  the 
occupiers  of  another  similar  room,  who  were  employed  on  the  same 
kind  of  work,  were  all  inclined  to  melandioly,  and  complained  of 
pains  in  the  forehead  and  eyes,  and  were  often  ill  and  unable  to 
work.  Upon  examining  the  rooms  in  question,  I  found  they  were 
both  equally  well  ventilated  and  lighted.  I  could  not  discover 
anything  about  the  drainage  of  the  prvmiaea,  that  could  affect  the 
one  room  more  than  the  other ;  but  I  observed  that  the  room 
occupied  by  the  cheerful  workers  was  wholly  whitewadied,  and 
the  room  occupied  by  the  melancholy  workers  was  colored  with 
yellow  ochre.  I  had  the  yellow  ochre  all  washed  off,  and  the  walls 
and  ceilings  whitewashed.  The  workers  ever  after  felt  more 
cheerful  aind  healthy. — CkKrmpomdad  of"  tkt  Bmlder, — Bo^an 
Medkal  and  £btryieal  Jbumo/,  Jtdf  3. 

M>m€topaiikf. — ^We  have  for  a  long  time  thought  it  annecessair 
to  attack  the  hervsy  of  Hahnemann.  The  kind  of  mtEid  likely 
to  be  attracted  by  it  is  unusually  incapable  of  appreciating  reason- 
able argument. 

But  now.  in  the  decadence  of  the  hambog^  when  it  is  growing 
shaky  in  the  legs^and  feehkrinitsboMnpiinBihepsUiccnnfidence, 
we  can  m>t  avoid  the  nngmeroos  inqpclse  I&  belp  it  Aswtt  the  hiU 
a  little  by  a  kirk*  m  ftf^f^ifrL 

Hoaa«e«)pathT^  so  called,  has^  Imt  HtHe  straigtli  in  our  own  city. 
Tlie  BtiziEiber  of  ids  pvadtitBinierf  i$  sosall.  ani  they  are  mMi  ie«iark- 
able  fer  taieait  of  aav  si»t.  A:i  w^veirtllvliriapnt^iiffileaK^of  than 
i^  a  tiHBe  k^Mnoeopalk — alt  aay  rate,  tkir  paytiuatls  are  aalivaled 
witik  <nL&M3iel^  pkysack^  wit&  aiuoev^  tisEses  of  castor  *^  a»£  sails 
aaii  ^eoLOuL.  piKt  t^  slkwp  wtt&  g^^^um  liTSK  oi  BBGMrpftinev.  (ia  one 
ijn^taoKe  wttitia  ^nor  isomiei^,.  the  sIk«p>  wa&  e4K9iiiaJL)i  ajui  van 
««^y  ]iKii&iiiK<£  oa  tbe-  aiBiniiiiMr  oi  t&e  iteg:dbar  ifco&swa^  Of 
<)Mx^  all  sar^rnntieailt  wdi&i  :su;&.  onaii  B^  qoa  q£  tite-  <(iuafiB9aL — 
Mbfdii  Mifiisxi  Jjwrnaii 


<fegc^  ^£  !$fid£L.  sai:&:  98^  ii^  (ititiinanly  pue)^ss«t£  hf  prautrtiniBien 
l^^ttn^cdly..  i.  Vi^  ^Qgjtiig^  t»^  t^;i6rcifi«$  t&iiite  iikSL  wtttk  JxaaaaaMt 
(fsue^  2tt)iJL  viiiijg^^ni:^  3..  £k  tnigpaigitni-  t»  t^ancdifitt-  &iia^  best  iudy^ 
ttftiitu.  iti^  ijti  not:  re^o^msibk  ivr  imdiuksofJudgmoftL,    Bf^ramf  tihDi» 
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ble  for  all  else;  if  he  desires  the  highest  degree  of  skill  and  eare» 
he  must  secure  it  himself.  4.  It  is  a  rule  of  law,  that  a  medical 
practitioner  never  insures  the  result.  These  are  received  in  gen- 
eral as  sound  views,  and  such  as  will  govern  every  enlightened 
court.  There  could  scarcely  be  a  greater  absurdity  than  to 
require  physicians  and  surgeons  to  insure  the  result,  when  they 
can  in  no  case  control  all  parts  of  the  treatment.  Few  serious 
cases  are  carried  through  a  single  day,  and  many  not  a  single 
hour,  without  a  violation  of  instructions  on  the  part  of  nurses  and 
attendants. 

Qestaiion  prolonged  beyond  the  natural  term  hy  Homoeopathic 
means, — The  Oazette  Rebdomadaire  of  Paris  mentions,  in  a  sar- 
castic strain,  a  little  bit  of  Hahnemannian  sorcery  recently  perpe  - 
trated  in  the  French  capital.  Puerperal  fever  having  been  rife 
of  late,  many  ladies  on  the  eve  of  parturition  were  in  great  alarm; 
one,  however,  expressed  herself  with  great  confidence  on  the  sub- 
ject, saying  that  her  homoeopathic  attendant  was  giving  her  cer- 
tain globules,  by  means  of  which  her  confinement  would  not  take 
place  at  the  accustomed  period,  but  would  he  delayed  until  the  epi- 
demic had  abated. — London  Lancet. 

Strychnia. — Dr.  Fleetwood  Churchill  calls  attention,  in  the 
English  journals,  to  an  error  in  his  work  on  Diseases  of  FemaUsy 
which  might  lead  to  serious  consequences.  He  states  in  the  work 
alluded  to,  in  treating  of  amenorrhea,  that  strychnia  has  been 
given  advantageously  for  its  cure,  in  the  dose  of  from  one-tenth 
of  a  grain  to  a  grain,  three  0v  four  times  a  day.  The  latter  dose 
would  be  unquestionably  a  poisonous  one.  The  dose  should  be 
from  one-sixteenth  to  one-twelfth  of  a  grain,  and  it  would  not  be 
wise  to  give  more. 

Mrs.  Partington  on  Baihs. — "  This  is  a  great  discovery,  to  be 
sure,"  said  Mrs.  Partington,  with  animation,  "when  people  that 
have  experienced  salvation  through  calumny  and  all  sorts  of  pisen- 
oos  greaiencies,  can  have  it  soaked  out  of  'em.'^  We  asked  what 
she  meant,  and  looked  at  her  as  she  sat  in  meditation  on  the  little 
low  chair  in  the  corner,  revolving  the  idea,  which  pressed  upon  her 
brain,  like  a  weight  of  steam,  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to  the 
square  inch.  *'  Why,"  said  she,  smiling  like  the  moon  with 
reflection,  "there  is  a  contrivance  for  soaking  a  man  who  has 
taken  calumny  and  minerals  all  his  lifetime,  till  his  joints  are  a« 
stiff  as  wooden  legs  in  the  last  war,  and  when  he  comes  oa' 
bath  and  wipes  himself  with  a  hacmetic  towel,  he  hasn'^ 
mineral  in  him — he  is  a  perfect  vegetable,  as  limber  as 
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What  a  gratified  look  it  was  she  ffave,  as  an  imaginary  procession 
of  cripples,  the  victims  of  calomel,  passed  before  her  mind's  eye, 
like  the  spirits  of  Eossath's  coantrymen,  as  she  thoaght  of  their 
leaping  all  cared  from  the  bath ! 

California   State  Uedical  Society. — A  correspondent   in   San 
Francisco  informs  as  that  a  Medical  Society  was  formed  by  the 

Jrofession  of  California,  at  a  meeting  held  in  San  Francisco,  in 
[arch  last  The  session  was  a  most  harmonicas  one,  and  the 
highest  standard  of  qualifications  for  membership  was  adopted. 
We  heartily  congratulate  the  profession  of  California,  and  hope 
that  their  organization  will  prove  a  lasting  and  beneficial  one. 
We  learn  also  that  Dr.  £.  S.  Cooper  has  opened  a  dass  for 
medical  instruction  in  San  Francisco,  to  whom  he  lectures  princi- 
pally in  the  various  departments  of  surgery.  This  is  probably  a 
first  step  toward  eventnally  establishing  a  medical  school  in  San 
Francisco.  We  hope  our  friends  in  California  will  keep  as  advised 
of  their  proceedings. — NewJer9ey  Medical  and  Surgical  Beporier. 

Infusion  of  /Sbina.-^Senna,  infased  in  cold  water  for  twelve 
hours  and  upward,  in  a  covered  vessel,  is  recommended  as  espe- 
cially usefal  in  infantile  therapeutics.  The  cathartic  and  color- 
ing matters  are  thus  extracted,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  oily  and 
resinoas,  which  are  soluble  only  in  hot  water.  This  infusion  is 
nearly  insipid,  and  the  taste  is  wholly  corrected  by  mixing  it  with 
ooffide  or  tea.  If  cream  of  tartar  or  epsom  salts  be  added  to  this 
infusion,  it  forms  an  excellent  cathartic  in  diarrhea  and  dysentery; 
and  its  cathartic  properties  may  be  increased,  if  desirable,  by  the 
fartiier  addition  of  the  extract  or  infusion  of  jaliq). 

Bheumatie  Oohlhalmia. — ^Dr.  Nott,  of  Mobile,  in  the  New 
Orleans  Medical  News,  says:  ''Few  diseases  give  more  acute 
pain  than  this,  and  all  the  common  modes  of  treatment  are  tedi- 
ous and  unsatisfactory.  Several  years  ago,  a  patient  applied  to 
me,  sufiering  intensely  with  this  disease.  I  capped,  leeched, 
l^jdied  soothing  poultices,  anodyne  applications,  constitutional 
remedies,  etc,  without  relief.  While  in  despair,  I  one  night  spread 
some  mercurial  ointment  on  a  rag,  and  laid  it  over  the  eye — the 
patient  soon  felt  better,  slept  well  for  the  first  time  during  a 
week-Hnext  morning  was  much  better,  and  recovered  rapidly.'' 
He  adds,  that  mercurial  ointment  applied  on  the  face  invariably 
causes  salivation. 
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Art.  I. — A  case  of  D^formiti/  of  the  Pdvis,  in  which  D^eliverp  of 
the  child  was  accomplished  by  Turning,  By  T.  W.  HoAbtHUR, 
M.  D.,  of  Wilmington  Ohio. 

November  1st,  1855,  Mr.  Matthews,  residing  six  miles  from 
this  place,  called  on  me  for  the  purpose  of  securing  mj  atten- 
dance in  conjunction  with  that  of  Dr.  Milton  Dunlap  of  Green- 
field, during  the  expected  confinement  of  his  wife,  in  her  third 
pregnancy.  My  attendance  was  requested,  on^  account  of  her 
two  former  deliveries  having  been  accomplished  after  a  great 
deal  of  delay  and  difficulty.  Mr.  Matthews  informed  me  that  the 
only  hope  of  Dr.  Dunlap  in  terminating  the  labor,  was  by  turn- 
ing. Her  former  deliveri&  appeared  to  have  entirely  dissipated 
all  hope  of  a  termination  of  this  wofaian's  sufferings  by  any  other 
means  than  the  podalic  version.  I  also  learned  that  she  had 
been  in  labor  some  four  days  with  her  first  and  second  children. 
and  after  frequent  and  fruitless  attempts  by  Dr.  Dunlap  and 
other  skillful  and  experienced  physicians  to  apply  the  forcepf, 
they  succeeded  in  both  instances  in  effecting  the  d^ 
bringing  down  the  feet.  As  my  presence  was  no^  aq 
VOL.  L,  NO.  10—28. 
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gome  weeks  I  had  fall  time  for  reflection.  In  my  investigations 
I  could  not  find  anything  to  justify,  what  appeared  to  me  so 
singular  an  anomaly,  viz :  first,  that  this  woman  could  not  unaided 
give  birth  to  her  offspring.  Secondly,  that  the  forceps  could  not 
be  applied  to  the  head,  and  locked  by  the  hands  of  experienced 
accoucheurs.  Thirdly,  that  in  each  labor,  the  child  could  be 
delivered  by  bringing  down  the  feet.  I  feel  quite  confident  from 
the  long  and  extensive  experience  of  Dr.  Dunlap  as  an  obstetri- 
cian that  this  woman  could  not  have  given  birth  to  her  offspring 
unaided.  The  time  allowed  to  elapse  from  the  commencement  of 
her  labor  in  each  case,  until  turning  was  resorted  to  would  appear 
to  be  evidence  sufficient  to  set  the  question  at  rest.  As  near  as  I 
could  learn,  in  the  first  and  second  labors,  the  head  presented  in 
the  left  anterior  occipi to-iliac  position,  (first  of  Dewees). 

In  the  night  of  November  14th,  I  was  sent  for,  and  arrived  at 
the  house  of  Mrs.  Matthews  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning.  A 
messenger  had  also  been  dispatched  for  Dr.  Dunlap,  who  resided 
some  twenty  miles  distant,  and  as  he  was  not  expected  until  the 
arrival  of  the  eight  o'clock  (P.  M.)  train  of  cars,  I  concluded 
that  there  was  plenty  of  time,  and  would  make  the  most  of  it  in 
the  way  of  sleep,  particularly  as  any  interference,  toward 
the  termination  of  the  labor,  was  not  thought  of  until  after  his 
arrival.  But  the  complaints  of  my  patient  were  so  pitiable 
during  the  pains,  that  I  abandoned  all  hope  of  sleep.  Mrs. 
Matthews  informed  me  that  she  had  been  troubled  during  the 
night  and  most  of  the  day  previous  with  pains  in  the  loins  and 
hturk.  By  permission,  I  proceeded  to  make  a  careful  examina- 
tion. The  vagina  was  in  a  normal  condition.  No  obstruction 
within  the  excavation,  that  is  no  bony  or  other  tumor.  The  index 
finger  was  directed  toward  the  promontory  of  the  sacrum,  which 
I  had  no  difficulty  in  reaching.  As  near  as  I  could  ascertain 
by  measurement  with  the  finger,  this  diameter  was  3f  or 
4:  inches.  I  then  directed  the  finder  to  the  right  and  left  so 
as  to  pass  over  the  rim  of  the  pelvis  on  each  side,  and  it  seenied 
to  me  that  there  was  more  freedom  on  the  former  than  on 
the  latter  side  of  the  basin.  The  os  uteri  was  open  to  the 
size  of  a  half  dollar,  yielding,  and  niembranes  whole.  I 
d0tectQd  the  head  framatins,  QJm  Vei^  of  the  child's  heart  was 
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detected  in  the  left,  and  a  little  below  the  umbilicus,)  in  the  lefi 
anterior  ocdpito-iliac  position,  I  then  seated  my  patient  on  a 
stool  with  the  back  and  hips  uncovered,  and  by  a  careful  exami- 
nation could  not  detect  any  deviation  from  a  natural  condition. 
From  her  mother  I  then  received  the  following  history.  When 
twelve  years  of  age,  her  daughter  fell  from  a  hight  of  about  ten 
feet,  falling  directly  upon  her  back,  and  at  the  same  time  received 
a  blow  on  the  symphysis  pubis,  from  a  rail  which  she  drew  with 
her  in  the  act  of  falling.  She  was  removed  to  the  house  and 
placed  in  her  bed,  and  for  several  weeks  sufiiered  with  pains  in 
her  hips  and  difficulty  in  passing  water. 

From  10  A.  M.  until  1  P.  M  ,  the  pains  increased  in  violence, 
during  which  time  the  membranes  gave  way,  giving  exit  to  a 
considerable  quantity  of  water.  An  examination  soon  afterward 
revealed  the  os  uteri  fully  opened,  and  the  head  resting  on  the 
rim  of  the  excavation  in  the  first  position.  Observing  the 
progress  for  an  hour,  during  the  most  violent  and  protracted 
uterine  efforts,  with  but  very  little  advance  of  the  head,  and 
being  urged  by  the  woman  at  each  pain  '*  for  Gkxl's  sake  to  do 
something  "  for  her,  I  suggested  the  propriety  of  sending  imme- 
diately for  a  brother  practitioner,  that  an  effort  might  be  made 
to  turn  the  child,  and  as  the  patient  had  utterly  refused  to 
permit  me  to  make  an  attempt  to  apply  the  forceps,  the  only 
alternative  in  the  case  appeared  to  be,  turn,  and  deliver  by  the 
feet.  Dr.  Holmes,  of  New  Antioch,  being  near  at  hand,  was 
called  in.  After  waiting  until  four  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  finding 
but  little  advance  in  the  position  of  the  head,  we  decided  to  turn. 

Having  placed  the  woman  in  the  usual  position  for  turning, 
and  re-assured  ourselves,  by  a  careful  vaginal  examination,  and 
again  observing  the  beat  of  the  child's  heart  to  the  left,  that  our 
diagnosis  as  to  position  was  correct.  Dr.  Holmes  proceeded  to 
bring  the  patient  under  the  influence  of  Chloroform.  I  then 
introduced  the  left  hand,  and  elevated  the  head,  which  was  forced 
down  on  the  brim  of  the  pelvis,  and  supported  it  in  that  position 
with  the  right  hand  applied  externally.  I  then  passed  the  hand 
along  the  anterior  surface  of  the  child,  until  reaching  the  right 
hypochondrium,  where  I  found  and  grasped,  without  much  diffi- 
colty,  the  feet.    After  several  ansaooessfnl  attempts  to  bring 
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down  both  feet,  I  was  compelled  to  abandon  it,  and  bring  one  at 
a  time,  which  I  accomplished  by  securing  the  first  one  with  a 
tape,  and  giving  it  in  charge  of  an  assiatanl  But  before  bring- 
ing down  the  second  foot  I  again  introduced  mj  hand  to  elevate 
the  head,  while  the  assistant  drew  upon  the  tape  attached  to  the 
first  foot.  With  some  considerable  difficultj  I  succeeded  in  seeur^ 
ing  the  remaining  foot  and  bringing  it  to  the  vulva.  The  hips 
and  shoulders  were  delivered,  not  however,  without  the  use  <^ 
some  force.  The  head  did  not  pass  so  readily,  and  fearing  that 
it  might  be  extended,  with  the  left  hand  introduced,  I  applied  the 
fingers  upon  either  side  of  the  nose,  and  with  the  right  index 
finger  elevated  the  occiput,  after  which  I  succeeded  in  delivering 
the  child  alive.  In  resorting  to  the  version  in  the  above  case, 
not  only  was  the  presentation  changed,  but  also  the  position  of  the 
body  and  head  of  the  child,  in  reference  to  the  various  points  of 
the  mother's  pelvis.  It  will  be  well  to  observe  clearly  this  process, 
for  in  it  will  be  found,  doubtless,  an  explanation  of  the  success  of 
the  undertaking.  The  feet,  as  was  described,  were  secured,  and 
brought  to  the  vulva,  while  the  posterior  plane  of  the  child, 
which  up  to  this  time  corresponded  to  the  mother's  front  and  left, 
was  placed  to  her  right  and  posteriorally,  the  largest  portion  of  the 
head  of  course  occupying  the  right  side  of  the  pelvis.  The 
preseniation  is  now  changed,  and  what  is  it?  The  pelvis  of  the 
child  is  presenting  in  the  right  po9terior  mero^iae  pagition, 
(the  fourth  of  Baudelocque). 

In  this  position,  it  is  evident,  that  the  "  great  occipital  extremity 
of  the  head,"  when  presenting  at  the  superior  strait,  will  do  so  on 
the  tmeatUraeUd  tide  of  the  pelvis. 

There  was  nothing  unusual  in  the  further  delivery  of  the  child. 
It  would  be  well,  however,  to  state,  that  by  a  little  attention  the 
occiput  was  brought  under  the  sympathy  sis  pubis. 

Now  I  wish  to  review  this  case  and  try  and  ascertain  its 
peculiarities,  and  see  if  there  is  not  an  explanation  for  this  seem- 
ing anomaly.  First,  here  is  a  female  in  labor  four  days  on  two 
different  occasions,  and  under  the  moat  powerful  uterine  efforts, 
the  child  will  not  be  bom.  In  the  second  place,  several  experi- 
enced oeeouehemn  made  fiequent  but  nnaueoessful  attempts  to 
deliTer  wilh  the  hnsf^  Wt  co«U  aot  ■■pctcd  in  even  locking 
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the  instrament  on  the  head ;  and  in  the  third  place,  and  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  usual  rule  in  such  cases  the  delivery  could  he  accom- 
plished hy  the  podalic  version.  I  ask  then,  if  the  following 
quotation  from  M.  Cazeaux's  most  excellent  work,  is  not  an 
explanation  of  this  case?  I  quote  from  his  hook  on  Midwifery^ 
page  474 ;  speaking  of  pelvic  versions  in  case  of  retraction  of  the 
hasin,  M.  Cazeaux  says  :  "  The  pelvic  version  in  the  case  hefore 
us,  is  attended  with  some  peculiarities  that  ought  to  h?  mentioned. 
For  instance  when  an  undue  development  of  the  sacro-vertebral 
angle  is  the  cause  of  the  narrowing,  it  often  happens,  as  hefore 
shown,  that  the  base  of  the  sacrum  is  turned  a  little  to  the  one  or 
the  other  side  at  the  same  time  that  is  projected  forward,  thereby 
constricting  one  half  of  the  pelvis,  much  more  than  the  other ; 
and  hence  in  performing  the  evolution  of  the  fetus,  and  drawing 
on  its  pelvic  extremity,  under  such  circumstances,  it  would 
evidently  be  requisite  to  turn  its  posterior  plane  toward  the 
larger  moiety  of  the  basin,  so  that,  at  the  moment  when  'the 
head  presented  at  the  superior  strait,  its  large  occipital  extremity 
would  correspond  to  the  non-retracted  side.  It  was  stated  above 
that  when  the  fetus  presented  by  its  flexed  cephalic  extremity,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  apply  the  forceps  if  the  uterine  eflForts 
were  incapable  of  terminating  the  labor ;  but  the  particular 
variety  of  malformation  that  we  are  now  treating  of  may  modify 
the  rule  laid  down,  which  was  perhaps  a  little  too  absolute ;  for  in 
this  case,  the  position  of  the  head  must  greatly  influence  the 
accoucheur's  determination.  Let  us  take,  for  example,  a  pelvis 
in  which  the  sacro-vertebral  angle,  while  projecting  forward,  is 
turned  to  the  right,  so  as  to  diminish  the  sacro-cotyloid  interval 
very  considerably  on  this  side ;  now,  the  intervention  of  art  being 
judged  ntcessary,  if  the  head  is  placed  in  the  left  occipi to-iliac 
position,  an  application  of  the  forceps  will  be  the  only  practicable 
measure;  whereas,  on  the  contrary,  if  the  occiput  is  directed  to 
the  mother's  right,  we  should  preferably  resort  to  the  pelvic 
version.  Indeed,  this  last  operation,  by  converting  a  second 
vertex  position  into  the  first  of  the  feet,  would  have  the  advan- 
tage of  bringing  the  great  occipital  extremity  of  the  head  to  the 
largest  moiety  of  the  pelvis,  and  would  thus  place  the  fetus  in  a  much 
moie  favorable  position.     The  accouchement  has  frequently  been 
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rendered  comparatively  easy  by  the  pelvic  version  when  resorted 
to  under  such  conditions;  and  M.  Velpeaa  relates  a  case  which  he 
happily  terminated  by  this  maneuvre,  though  other  practitioners, 
had  deemed  craniotomy  to  be  indispensable  in  a  former  labor  of  the 
same  woman." 


« •»  » » 


Art.  II. — Ca^e  of  a  Bculiar  Aneuri9matie  DiseaMe  of  the  Heart. 
By  G.  A.  KuNKLER,  M.  D.,  of  Madison,  la. 

Mr.  M.  T ,  a  mulatto  aged  twenty-five,  a  carpenter  by 

trade,  first  consulted  me  during  December,  1854,  for  an  affection 
of  his  chest.     He  stated  that  a  year  previous,  while  engaged  in 
a  s(*uffle,  he  had  been  thrown  <lown,  and  received  several  severe 
kicks  on  his  back,  and  left  side  of  his  chest.     A  few  days  after 
this,  he  got  an  attack  of  iicute  pleurisy.     He  recovered  from 
this,  shortly ;    but  ever  after,  complained  of  pain  in  the  cardiac 
reo^i'^n.  dif6i*ult  breathing,  cough,  and  some  slight  mncns  expec- 
toration.    He  also  complaineil  of  an  incessant,  disagreeable,  beat- 
ing, pulsating  sensation  in  the  region  of  the  heart.     These  symp- 
toms were  sometimes  temporarily  relieved  by  counter-irritation, 
narcotics*,  bleeiling,  etc.,  but  would  always  return.     Any  violent 
exertion  w«Hild  givatly  increase  the   dyspnea,  so  that  he  was 
scarcely  able  to  follow  his  regular  avocation.      Latterly  also» 
some  a?dema  of  the  lower  extremities  was  perceived.     On  exam- 
ination with  the  stcthosi'ope,  the  left  ventricle  was  found  to  com- 
municate a  powerful    impulse,  each  contraction   being  attended 
by  the  hruit  de  $ovffld  or  bellows  sound,  which  was  very  distinct 
The  pulse  was  small  and  unequal.     There  was  great  emaciation. 
Digestion  was   depraved,    an   obstinate   diarrhea  being    nearly 
always  present. 

The  treatment  during  the  two  months  that  he  was  under  my 
care  was  only  palliative.  Diuretics,  anodynes,  astringents, 
tonics,  etc  ,  were  employed,  as  the  indications  demanded.  About 
this  time  he  was  attacked  by  delirium  tremens,  from  which  he 
diint  on  the  third  day.  The  post  mortem  examination  was  made 
some  fell  days  afti^r  the  patient's  death,  with  the  assistance  of  a 
meitical  friettd. 

On  opelilbg  the  tboltljc^  the  lungs  were  found  healthy,  with  the 
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exception  of  some  old  pleural  adhesions  on  the  left  side,  and  some 
tubercles  in  the  right  upper  lobe.  The  heart  was  greatly  en- 
larged. The  pericardium  contained  several  ounces  of  a  straw- 
colored  serum.  From  the  left  ventricle  there  proceeded  a  tumor, 
about  the  size  of  a  large  hen's  egg ;  it  communicated  with  the 
cavity  of  the  ventricle  by  a  small  aperture,  and  contained  some 
coagulated  blood.  The  parieties  of  the  aneurism  were  of  a  re- 
markably firm  consistence,  almost  resembling  cartilage,  although 
the  appearance  was  the  same  as  that  of  the  heart  itself. 

All  the  valves  presented  signs  of  disease.  The  tricuspid  and 
mitral  valves  were  in  a  state  approaching  ossification. 

The  parieties  of  the  tumor  varied  in  thickness,  from  one-fourth 
of  an  inch  to  one  inch. 

The  brain  was  found  congested,  and  a  considerable  effusion  of 
serum  in  the  ventricles,  and  in  the  cavity  of  the  arachnoid ;  the 
latter  membrane  was  in  an  injected  state.  The  other^post  mor- 
tem appearances  presented  nothing  of  interest. 

It  would  have  been  desirable,  in  consideration  of  the  very 
peculiar  lesion  which  existed  in  this  case,  to  have  made  a  more 
minute  and  detailed  examination ;  but,  from  unavoidable  circum- 
stances, this  was  impossible ;  and  I  was  only  enabled  to  make  the 
above  imperfect  notes,  in  my  scrap-book,  in  reference  to  it 


Art.  III. — Diseases  of  Richmond^   Wayne  County ,  Ind,,  During 
the  Seventh  Mmth,  1856.     By  John  T.  Plummer,  M.  D. 

1st.  A  cool  northeast  breeze  this  morning  induced  some  of  our 
prudent  citizens  to  put  on  their  winter  coats.  At  5  o'clock,  A.  M. 
the  temperature  was  62°;  at  2,  p.  m.,  84°;  and  72°  at  nine,  p.  M. 
Dew  point  complement  24°  at  mid-day. 

Intermittent  Feveil — In  allusion  to  vernal  intermittents,  Dr, 
Drake  expresses  an  acknowledged  fact  in  these  words:  "After 
the  hot  weather  has  set  in,  they  commonly  cease  ;  and  this  is  the 
termination  of  the  epidemic  of  the  preceding  year ;  which  begin- 
ning in  the  last  month  of  summer,  ends  in  the  last  month  of 
spring." 

But  the  present  season  affords  a  remarkable  exception  to  this  rule. 
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The  parched  fields,  the  short  crq)s,  the  almost  exhausted  water 
power,  indicate  the  extreme  dryness  of  the  weather.  The  ther- 
mometer, in  the  afternoon,  was  frequentlj  at  90*^  to  96^;  and 
even  so  late  as  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  it  has  stood  at  94^;  and  at  89^ 
at  9  o'clock,  p.  M.  The  mornings  at  snnrise  hare  generallj  raried 
in  temperature  from  60**  to  70**.  One  morning,  however,  the 
mercury  was  as  low  as  56°;  and  on  two  mornings  it  was  at  58*^. 
On  the  twelfth,  the  noon  temperature  was  but  76**.  The  winds 
have  been  from  every  point  of  the  compass,  even  on  the  same 
day.  In  a  scale  of  ten,  the  force  varied  from  1°  to  5°;  only 
once  or  twice  exceeding  the  latter  power:  one  in  the  vicinity, 
amounting  to  a  storm. 

Under  such  meteorological  conditions,  the  ague  has  continued 
aninterruptedly  to  prevail  to  the  close  of  the  month.  The  cold 
stage  in  one  case  lasted  two  hours ;  others,  and  indeed  most  of  the 
patients,  experienced  but  little  chilliness :  and  jgome  persisted  in 
denying  that  they  had  any  cold  stage.  Quotidians,  I  think  have 
have  been  more  frequent  this  month  than  at  any  former  period 
of  the  year.  Some  who  believe  they  have  never  had  an  attack 
of  this  fever  heretofore,  have  been  affected  with  it  this  month. 
One  patient,  who  had  as  she  supposes,  ten  or  twelve  attacks  of 
the  ague  since  last  fiill.  told  me  that  they  were  invariably  introduced 
or  accompanied  by  colic  or  pain  about  the  umbilicus  of  a  very 
severe  character,  and  attended  by  more  or  less  vomiting  or  pur- 
ging during  the  chilL  Another,  a  corpulent  female,  about  sixty 
years  of  age.  experienced  a  chill  of  three  and  a  half  hours  dura- 
tion ;  or  as  she  expressed  it,  •*  a  coldness,  accompanied  with  a  uni- 
versal aching  whii'h  was  almoeti  insupportable."  She  was  not 
conscious  of  anv  degree  of  fever :  nor  did  T  discover  anv  at  the 
time  of  my  visit :  but  a  general  perspiration  appears  to  have 
immodiately  foUowinl  the  cessation  of  the  chilL  This  patient  had 
had  an  oniiuary  attack  of  the  ague,  a  few  weeks  previously. 

It  was  not  until  the  latter  half  of  the  month,  that  any  cases  ol 
^olerti  infantum  appeared:  and  none  of  them  terminated  fatally. 
The  cases  however,  were  rare. 

Ertsipklas. — A  delieati  girl«  13  years  of  age,  in  whom  the 
catamenia  was  not  fully  established,  after  a  few  days  fever,  expc- 
fieimd  a  sqccbms  mi  ntiSmm  ia  the  Mck»  £ur  whkh  she  took  a 
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large  dose  of  stramonium,  the  father's  impression  being  that  it 
was  an  attack  of  neuralgia  she  labored  under.  I  was  called  to  see 
er  the  next  morning  on  account  of  a  deep  red  flush  on  each  side  of 
her  face  and  head,  involving  her  ears,  and  extending  down  her 
back.  The  pulse  was  a  hundred  and  thirty ;  there  was  headache, 
nausea,  and  frequent  vomiting;  papillae,  red  and  projecting 
through  the  coat  on  the  tongue,  which  was  moist ;  extreme  ten- 
derness of  the  abdomen  on  pressure ;  oppressive  respiration, 
requiring  the  constant  use  of  the  fan  ;  thirst  and  general  soreness 
of  the  scalp  and  other  parts  on  which  she  rested. 

Part  of  the  necessity  for  fanning  was  perhaps  due  to  the 
weather,  the  air  being  calm  and  the  mercury  at  94°. 

I  have  mentioned  the  use  of  stramonium  in  this  case  because 
in  several  cases  in  which  this  article  has  been  administered  to 
children,  an  extensive  erythema,  and  soreness,  and  stiffness  of  the 
joints  have  followed.  If  the  doctrine  "  similia  similihus  eurantur** 
be  correct,  stramonium  ought  to  be  the  remedy  fof  erysipelas. 

In  the  present  ease,  the'deep  blush  of  the  skin  was  bordered  in 
front  by  a  well-defined  serpentine  line,  which  was  driven  along 
daily  toward  the  median  line  of  the  face,  till  the  two  patches  of 
suffusion  met  on  the  forehead  and  bridge  of  the  nose.  There  was, 
with  the  extreme  sensitiveness  of  the  parts  affected,  a  tendency 
to  the  edematous  form  of  erysipelas.  The  reddened  skin  was 
tense,  shining,  and  almost  inelastic,  but  no  vesicles  could  be 
discovered. 

This  patient  recovered,  or  was  convalescent,  in  about  one  week 
from  the  first  day  of  my  attendance.  The  treatment  consisted  of 
calomol  and  ipecacuanha  in  small  portions  every  four  hours,  for  the 
first  day,  or  until  the  bowels  were  duly  relaxed,  and  the  secretions 
improved.  After  this,  liquor  ammonise  acetatid  was  given  in  two 
fluid  drachm  doses  every  two  hours,  until  there  was  a  gentle  dia- 
phoresis over  the  whole  surface.  Meanwhile  the  parts  of  the  face 
affected  were  treated  with  a  lotion  of  chloride  of  ammonium.  I 
know  not  but  that  this  is  a  new  application  to  erysipelatous 
inflammation ;  but  other  lotions,  as  the  alcoholic  washes,  etc.,  fail- 
ing to  give  relief,  I  resorted  to  this,  and  found  it  to  be  very 
grateful  to  the  patient.  In  another,  and  the  only  other  case  of 
erysipelas  (facial),  which  occurred  a  few  days  after  the  first,  in 
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another  £unil  j,  I  made  this  applicatioa  at  tke  eariicst  period  of 
my  attendaiioe.  and  with  the  effect  of  sobdaiBg  the  mflaiwatSfla 
in  a  few  days.  The  tongue  of  this  patient  (a  giil  of  twdve  jean 
^  ^^)«  ^^  coated ;  bat  no  oonstitolional  BMans  were«oikiMieied 
neoeosary  in  her  case.  The  inflamed  part  was  lujit,  red.  tenae  and 
shining,  and  it  finally  dtfaquamated.  There  was  no  oBttendiUe 
cause  for  the  erythtmic  condition,  nnless  a  little  Uoody  monu  in 
the  nostril  of  that  side  indicated  the  salient  point  of  the  disease; 
bat  the  patient  was  consdons  of  no  nneasineBi  in  that.  put.  Hie 
catamenia  had  not  appear3d. 

Ertpiivb  Diseases. — ^A  case  of  Ikken  sii^lei:,  n  few  cases  d 
ccaema  solsre,  and  one  of  the  anginose  Tariety  of  oearlt^  fev^tf, 
nnder  the  care  of  Drs.  Hanghton  &  Botkr,  and  whack  I  saw  on 
the  24th,  compme  all  the  craptife  affectioH  of  iht  BontL 

DikrrAiM,  Ckeln>ai  JE^rhrs  «nd  Ifjfmm/Uwy  eTJitfd  to  some 
extent.  Striking  ibssk  of  Ldumkit  oocnrred  nearly  sdt  the  dose 
of  this  hot  and  dry  month. 

The  oBonofioope,  as  often  as  it  wns  exnmuwdL  indicated  withing 
diSei^nt  fiptm  the  resnlts  aLneady  iteporfaed  in  fenaer  mimtfci 

T¥e  whole  yesffv  thns  Cm-^  has  ban  one  of  eompansrne  health. 

IW  complement  of  the  dw  point  on  &e  17th«  wns  3S^Ae 
gi«at«sit>  i  hai^  yet  asoeitainHl  kere;. 


Akc  rr. — Knri^iwmmi^    Br  EL  WnuLtias^  IL  Dl,  of  CEncinnatL 

k  thejjE^  and  tUri  nnmheinE  «r  itkp  OSmmHT^  wSOL  Ve  feond 
anme  «ker«nnms  «n   dmrnai  OBrmmA^  m  wftiicAi  this  artide  ii 

inttetidfd  ae:  itike  saqimL  Alt  lh«  dbee  of  ttfe  ILasit  (Sfflmmnnseadoa, 
I WTM  tUKiittiii^  (df  tditf'  fmAfSitfff  <rf  oftie  duifiase..  asii  tGniadhed  by  a 
kraHf  aIIIio»«)  «i»  o^  iAKmme  irf  SaAuk  <dLsbnnfilbBA  snme  yYan 
Mgipi  m  ttb^  -*"  AmnfAiihvt  'jF  ^mSjU^ikgimT'  Xwtt  mmAfliTD  aodt&MBins  aie 
S|^!ne^  m  tt^  ^{^mi^'iktmm  tt&dtit  t&ios  tiicnJbar  dhaoi;^  mfijEmllits  fiims  a 
4^mJmifJti«i  ffifnnfff  'W  rf^t^aiumiu  m  mm^  piam  idf  tt&l^  iciuniHai:  bat  » 
to  dftif  ^mu^  ^  Qft&:  <£3Eiim)S>&u^  pifMiwtr  *mS  nvtffiit&uii^tf'.  nlbf ip^  is.  tlie 
ISiivfDtKetf^  Jlll$i^A^  xutfritf^rit  df^if^iiiim.  X.  Sif&ntJI  ;aB»atc$  tihsfi.  k^e-m- 
tiiriiimi}^  i$  iimurwbiyj  ^fm»ik£  5y/  Snjfimimaiiium  ^emi  fuHamiiAim  of 
tt»  <0«niM^  ^vni  tihit  aft  qjw/i^  dbiuiij^  tssikftt:  ixt  ttlbe  is^ptsi  df  the 
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conical  projection,  which,  if  not  visible  in  all  caises  to  the  naked 
eye,  is  at  least  rendered  so  by  a  magnifying  glass.  In  this 
remarkable  position,  however,  he  is  unsustained  by  nearly,  if  not 
all,  the  best  observers.  That  cloudiness  and  even  decided  opacities 
are  seen  in  the  apex  of  the  cone,  in  the  majority  of  the  cases 
where  it  is  highly  developed,  is  quite  tifue,  but  they  are  the  con- 
Bequence  of  the  protrusion  and  not  an  evidence  of  an  nicer  that 
has  existed  there  before  the  development  of  the  disease.  In 
many  instances,  the  affection  arises  and  persists  for  many  years, 
or  even  for  life,  and  yet  the  cornea  remains  perfectly  transparent 
throughout.  In  other  cases,  where  it  has  remained  entirely  trans- 
parent and  smooth  for  many  months  or  years,  opacities  at  the 
summit  of  the  cone  have  been  seen  to  appear,  probably  in  conse- 
quence of  the  increased  and  constant  friction  of  the  lids  and  its 
exposure  to  the  air.  It  is  mechanical  and  subsequent,  not  casual 
and  antecedent. 

Prof.  Arlt  says,  that  in  his  patient  the  opacity  formed  two 
year%  after  the  commencement  of  the  disease,  under  his  own  eyes, 
without  any  trace  of  inflammation  or  loss  of  substance,  and  had 
persisted  in  the  same  condition  for  three  years  when  he  wrote  the 
account  The  young  lady  whose  case  I  detailed,  was  unable  to 
tell  me  exactly  when  the  stellated  opacities  appeared,  but  is  quite 
sure  they  were  not  present  when  her  sight  first  began  to  fail.  That 
inflammation  followed  by  ulceration  and  consequent  diminished 
power  of  resistance  at  the  point  affected,  is  sometimes  followed  by 
a  conical  elevation  of  that  organ  I  do  not  deny,  but  that  that  is 
the  invariable  cause  of  keratoconus,  as  Sichel  asserts,  is  certainly 
not  true. 

Another  pathological  theory  is  that  of  Dr.  Pickford,  that  coni- 
cal cornea  results  from  a  derangement  of  the  functions  of  the 
gr&jU  sympathetic,  spinal  and  par  vagum  nerves,  "producing, 
through  the  medium  of  the  lenticular  ganglion  and  fifth  pair  of 
nerves,  faulty  action  of  the  nutrient  capillaries  and  absorbent 
vessels  of  the  cornea  itself"  This  hypothesis  is  as  vague  and 
unintelligible  as  it  is  unsustained  by  facts.  For  want  of  a  more 
satisfactory  explanation,  Arlt  and  other  able  authors  have  given 
their  adherence  to  this.  That  the  ciliary  nerves  have  a  decided 
influence  over  the  nutrition  of  the  cornea  has  been  established 


:^ikn»lb44v.  [Uiii«|ot'  :inrt'  otlif>nk.  Bnt  thii  inflticaMe  eoconsisRd] 
ttimniiji  'tin  ilrtli  n«iti'  oiwi  this  (X^metu  it^^Ufiiipdi  frcrm  thejUoh 
mtmi>r  if  rfit!'  fr>a(f  yinpnfhMi  xrliitiinimu^  \Titfa  it:  in  the  inuij^iaiE 
(f^iftM**^!.  \V  rlia  tltUi  iiMrm  ifriliridixliin.  itn  auiinnU  f'M/(ntd  tiib 
:|St«ii|iu\n.  '1ii«  <*nniuiii<tiw^  anil  (uirni'a: bfeomis  iiisenublb,  and  diff 
U*ru»r*  x\rj^xu\  \i^  :UJ  Umijt4i>  iiUMulwl  br  u^  i)p.^cies  of  inorriHiradoiL 
i4mniri>ftYwi<  liy  '^jvutjty..  wnruift  iudltraUinni.  .softeniiiji^  and  dually^ 
itliviijjhrtUjf  ;iiul  tuvuMUttiitui  rii^  rim- rtjvi.  W  tiia  nwn'o  is'out  betioean 
(04*»  jf{iHfc4sl^"»Mt  ;«ui  riuv  lir^tim.  iimww^r,,  it.  ft,  buftpR  ir  roeeive*  the 
fEK^^u^rt-ri  ft'vu-  nlu*  ijpwjir.  :«vinf)ttrii{!tao;.  riu*  aenwhility  of  the  ey« 
it*  Ai^t  iM^^r*-  l«vt<i.-  Hu:t>  tt])iti*rM^ni»:ii  nt^^miuiiH-cdaiur  iuiil  huiildi  v..  Tbit»  b 
j^fW  jt.iv«i.?i\^.%-  niu-iT.  iiiirt-  imtunird»m  <»t?  tin*  aaniutti  ifr  uiiUi*r  fciie  Jtoii- 
##«*4  "•♦f  fth»»?  .<yiUi;>«riu»fii»-  :*nii  iinti  <i<r  tin*'  <it*mbro*:*pinul  *y5t**Di  of 
Mr\*i^it.  Jf.'Av  tv.*  kivvw  .•nmjitffastvely  :mi  lititli*  «jt-'  dm- padiologind 
(^.<«'TV>m.^T>j*  l*>y  \v]^>.K  A  'iu^vpiithv  'it*"  tiiii»  ^yjiCeni  of  iii*irw**  miuu- 
U'^U  yU^]t-  lih*?.  j¥  «*li<^5W  «diAspi'>»it  ia  imipomiilile..  THiB  (ifiB^eti^  filkeii, 
^  ^w-h  Pt  Af'ffmfff'^f^M  m  j^Viing  ritie-  to'  eQuiuuiL  vtumiea  cs.  ul  the 

ler^l.  (^  $j^  tb^  mer^i  nfccnis^ium.  Im  rm'  mitn^iux'  wtiero  the 
6tih  pnif  hft.^  Wfi  ^iftid^  in  juiiiDaK  l>uu  keirstocoaas  ever 
f^^nli^ftj  ntid  iWret  in,  h»  far  m  I  can  fini,  nxot  a  <»de  oa  record 
#)*^*-f«  A  t'iifholfyj(f<'fl1  ptoi'^M  in  ihi' ganglion^  ^  Ga^fur^  or  £JU  <»r- 
^'»V-«/iP  nuffftrnvm  )\m  \m\  t/)  that  oc  Jar  change.  If  faoltj  nutri- 
%\nt\  Atifl  f'ot].i»('f|Uf<ni  diminijihcd  tonicity  of  the  cornea  is  the  csiuse 
^  fh*<  )if-MJH*fiofi,  It  ran  only  Ikj  prwiuced  through  the  syuipa- 
ilipf  l««  fjyptpiM,  ftiiil  flhonld  unjlonhtc<lly  occur  in  «>»i^,  if  not  all  of 
\\\p  ♦•rt«5M«,  wh^iM  fliprp  1=^  ft  di^K'ftwd  prcxiess  in  one  of  the  ganglia 
tthnvp  iHMnriil,     tint  n^  It  novor  has  been  obdcrved,  the  theory  has 

TliM  jM'ini'iiml  iHiftBun  mlvamH^l  by  Arlt  and  oth^r  GTerman 
H^^flun^  wtiM  ndviH'ttfi*  \\\U  hypotboMiH  is,  the  alleged  fact,  that 
W|itt»l.v  ttll  |irNt»M«  ttH\H»f«Hl  witli  k«»nit<HH)nu8  present  well-marked 
tK\^s\^  wt  \\\^^  /♦<A.:is'm/.h'  f/:'<f  AmV  It  iH  said  in  Lessing's  drama, 
^hiUvhI  »»  NrtO>«  ^»  \\w  IMdlivtoph' r»'*  that  the  aJopted  daughter  of 
SW  yV\\\^\^\\\k'\\  «tWi*  ah^  httd  no  urtm^wly  i^soajKHl  biMng  consumed 
\\\  \\s^\  V\\\\s\\\^  hoMm\  \'V^»»  )4t'(en\a)\t  fsnntrd  jirc  in  every  picture 
IA«^  A«!f  ^Hv^/  ^♦*\^v4»      Wh^^lWr  Trof.   A.   has   ever  been 
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snatched  horror-stricken  from  the  clutches  of  that  great  destroyer 
of  the  human  race,  I  do  not  know,  but  in  the  beautiful  delinea- 
tions which  he  gives  of  ophthalmic  diseases  in  his  excellent  book, 
he  daubs  them  nearly  all  with  scrofula.  Conical  cornea  has  been 
obi^erved  quite  as  often  in  healthy  and  robust  persons  as  in  those 
debilitated  by  disease,  or  strongly  impressed  with  marks  of  the 
strumous  diathesis. 

Thus  we  have  briefly  stated  and  discussed  the  principal  theories 
that  have  been  broached  in  explanation  of  the  origin  of  this  sin- 
gularly obscure  affection,  and  find  none  of  them  sustained  by 
well  authenticated  facts.  The  literature  of  keratoconus,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  meagerness  of  our  knowledge  on  the  subject, 
abounds  in  the  most  visionary  speculations.  If  I  have  said  any- 
thing in  the  foregoing  pages  that  may  serve  to  bring  back  oph- 
thalmologists from  the  airy  regions  of  fancy  to  the  field  of 
observation  and  experience,  I  have  contributed  my  mite  in  the 
furtherance  of  truth. 

As  to  the  treatment  of  keratoconus,  the  results  of  almost  every 
thing  that  has  ever  been  proposed  have  been  of  a  negative  char- 
acter. Demours  says,  "  Lorsque  je  suis  consul t6  pour  cette  lesion, 
je  conseille  de  ne  rien  faire  de  particulier ! " — '*  When  I  am  con- 
sulted for  this  lesion,  I  advise  to  do  nothing  in  particular!" 
Dalrymple,  in  view  of  the  little  success  that  has  attended  all 
surgical  measures,  says  we  are  not  warranted  in  attempting  such 
interference.  Walton  and  Lawrence  both  condemn  all  operative 
procedures.  Mackenzie  prefaces  his  remarks  on  the  treatment 
of  conical  cornea,  by  the  stat<3ment  that  he  has  "  never  known  it 
lessened  by  any  remedy,  internal  or  external.'^  As  to  surgical 
interference,  he  has  never  tried  it.  I  propose,  however,  to  give  a 
brief  analysis  of  the  different  methods  of  treatment,  so  as  to 
enable  the  reader  to  see  what  has  been  done  in  such  cases,  and 
especially  why  and  how  it  has  been  resorted  to,  and  why  it  so 
generally  fails  in  remedying  the  impairment  of  vision. 

In  a  previous  communication  I  remarked  that  there  are  three 
principal  reasons  why  patients  with  conical  cornea  see  very  imper- 
fectly, especially  through  the  apex  of  the  cone.  First,  there  is 
generally  some  opacity  at  the  summit  of  the  elevation.  Secondly, 
a  large  portion  of  the  light,  in  consequence  of  thd  steepness  of  " 
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tides,  18  reflected  and  does  not  pass  into  tlie  cjcl  TUrihfr  the 
increased  eoDrezitj  of  the  mpez  and  its  further  aepumtifm  from 
the  macala  lotea,  hmve  the  effect  to  hring  the  fiev  truanitted 
rajs  to  a  focus  anterior  to  the  retina. 

It  13  necessary  to  premise  a  few  obserrations  on  eaA  of  these 
points,  in  order  to  an  intelligent  appn^ciation  of  the  different 
mechanical  measures  and  snrguad  operations  that  have  been 
resorted  to  for  the  relief  of  sodi  patients.  Clondineas  and  still 
more  a  leooomatoos  condition  of  the  summit  of  the  eone,  esp&> 
dallj  when  of  considerable  sixe,  preTents  the  transnussion  of 
light,  and  thus  seriooslj  impairs  the  sight.  The  few  rajs  thai 
do  pass  through,  are  so  irregularl j  refracted  bj  the  altered  cornea, 
that  thej  are  not  brought  aecuratelj  to  a  focus  anjwheie.  But 
eren  when  the  point  of  the  cone  as  well  as  the  entire  oomea  is 
perfect! J  transparent,  rision  is  rerj  seriouslj  interfered  with.  In 
such  eases  it  is  onlj  to  be  explained  bj  a  change  in  the  reflecting 
and  the  refracting  powers  of  the  eje,  consequent  i^on  the  trans- 
formation of  the  cornea.  The  perfect  polish  of  the  latter  organ, 
and  its  high  index  of  refraction,  are  both  rerj  farorable  to  the 
reJUciian  of  lighL  If  a  small  luminous  object  is  placed  in  the 
jnolonged  axis  of  the  cone,  that  is  immediatelj  in  front  of  the 
eje,  a  diminutire  image  </  it  is  seen  on  the  i^x^  and  is  smaller 
in  proportion  to  the  greater  conTexitj  of  that  point,  and  the  dis- 
tance q(  the  laminoos  object.  This  proves  that  a  large  portion 
of  the  light  that  falls  on  the  summit  of  the  protrusion  is  reflected 
back  again*  and  h^ice  the  quantitj  transmitted  to  form  the  image 
in  the  eje  is  much  diminished.  Hence  the  rision  is  indistincL 
If  the  light  is  held  in  the  prolonged  axis  of  the  cone,  as  stated 
aboTe.  no  images  are  seen  upon  the  sides  of  it,  because  the  rajs 
felling  upon  eadi  xone  of  the  cone,  under  a  different  angle  are 
irregularlj  reflected.  All  thai  k  seen  besides  the  small  image 
on  the  apex,  is  a  luminous  ring  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  pupiL 
If,  now,  the  light  k  to  be  remored  from  the  axis  to  one  side,  then 
an  image  is  seen  on  the  corresponding  side  of  the  cone,  of  which 
the  iK^izontal  diameter  is  smaller  in  the  same  degree  that  the 
side  is  convex  and  the  object  more  remote.  The  perpendicular 
diameter  of  the  image  b  convex  forward. 

The  ima|i^3  under  such  circunistancea  aie  sometimes  seoi  Tari- 
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ously  distorted,  owing  to  the  existence  of  certain  little  depressions 
and  elevations  on  the  sides  of  the  cone,  as  first  demonstrated  by 
Sir  D.  Brewster.  A  large  portion  of  the  rays  that  fall  upon  the 
conical  cornea,  even  in  a  direction  parallel  to  its  axis,  is  regularly 
reflected,  because  of  the  great  obtuseness  of  the  angle  of  inci- 
dence. If,  now,  a  lighted  lamp  or  candle  be  held  in  the  direction 
of  the  prolonged  axis,  the  rays  diverge,  and  of  course  fall  upon 
the  different  sides  of  the  cone,  under  an  angle  still  more  obtuse, 
and  hence  a  still  larger  quantity  is  reflected  than  when  the  rays 
are  parallel.  Now  the  nearer  the  light,  held  in  the  axis,  is 
approached  to  the  eye,  the  greater  the  angle  of  incidence,  and  the 
more  light  is  reflected.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  such  an  eye 
sparkles,  and  gives  rise  to  that  beautiful  opalescent  appearance, 
observed  when  the  light  falls  upon  the  eye  in  certain  directions. 
The  sparkling  and  opalescence  is  more  striking  in  proportion  as 
the  sides  of  the  cone  are  more  steep,  and  to  the  same  extent,  the 
vision  is  imperfect 

The  intensity  of  the  reflected  light,  is  to  the  quantity  transmit- 
ted into  the  eye  in  an  inverse  ratio.  But  in  no  circumstances, 
however  steep  the  cone  may  be,  can  all  the  rays  that  impinge  upon 
it  be  reflected.  A  certain  number  always  pass  into  the  eye  and 
are  subjected  to  the  refracting  media  of  that  organ.  The  great 
impairment,  and  sometimes  absolute  absence  of  sight,  in  highly 
developed  keratoconus,  can  not  then  be  explained  by  the  augmenr 
ted  reflexion  alone,  but  must  be  due  in  part  to  the  altered  refrac- 
tion which  results  from  that  peculiar  transformation.  Supposing 
that  the  summit  of  the  cone  is  perfectly  transparent,  and  suffi- 
ciently blunt  or  rounded  off  to  allow  the  transmission  of  a 
snfficient  quantity  of  light  for  the  purposes  of  good  vision ;  still 
the  patient  sees  badly.  The  reason  is  that  the  rays  that  pass 
through  the  cornea,  are  brought  to  a  focus  anterior  to,  instead  of 
directly  upon  the  retina.  Now  the  longer  the  axis  of  the  conical 
projection,  and  the  greater  the  convexity  of  its  apex,  the  further 
is  the  focus  removed  from  the  macula  lutea.  Indeed  it  is  suscep- 
tible of  mathematical  demonstration  that,  where  the  lesion  exista 
in  a  high  degree,  the  point  to  which  the  transmitted  rays  converge, 
falb  in  the  substance  of  the  crystaline  lens.  After  uniting  at 
that  point  they  again  diverge,  and  the  formation  of  an  image 


448  OHffimd  Chmmmm€miin$.  [Odober, 

vpoa  the  reiiiia  is  mbsolately  inpossiUe.  The  imjige  is  formed 
either  in  the  anterior  pnrt  of  the  Titreons  hnraor,  or  in  the  lent 
itself,  and  nothing  hot  a  large  Inminoos  ciide  is  projected  upon 
the  retina,  the  diameter  of  vhich  is  larger  in  proportion  as  the 
rays  are  more  dirergent  after  leaTing  the  focus  nnd  the  cirrle  is 
the  more  brilliant  as  the  diameter  is  smaller  and  the  qnantitj  of 
light  is  greater.  So  we  see  that  there  exists  in  the  rtfraetbet 
firaperHeM  ci  soch  an  eye  a  serioos  obstacle  to  perfect  rkion.  The 
crystaline  lens  in  snch  eases  acts  prejudicially  in  two  waya 
It  brings  the  transmitted  rays  to  a  focos  sooner  than  they 
would  converge  if  it  were  absent,  and  then  it  mertoMe^  their 
diveryemee  after  they  leave  the  focus  and  thus  augments  the  diam- 
eter of  the  circles  projected  upon  the  retina.  Now  the  plan  of 
removing  the  lens  in  such  cases,  from  the  axis  of  Tision,  first 
proposed  and  practired  by  Sir  William  Adams»  carries  the  focus 
a  very  little  farther  backward,  but  it  diwmukeM  the  9uUequttU 
divergence  of  the  rays  and  the  diameter  of  the  circle  upon  the 
retina,  in  a  very  marked  degree.  In  that  respect  the  removal  of 
the  lens  may  produce  a  considerable  improvement  of  sight,  and 
the  unqualified  assertion  of  Mr.  Walton,  that  ^^^  it  is  a  phyneA 
itmpambiliiif  fiat  tig  Um  of  the  lm»  em  be  attended  uUk  bauJU  t» 
wimi>n"  is  a  mistake  only  attributable  to  his  imperfect  knowledge 
of  the  science  of  Optics^  It  is  only,  however,  in  moderate  degrees 
of  the  a&ction,  and  when  the  apex  is  suflSciently  dear  to  allow 
the  transit  of  a  quantity  of  light  sufficient  few  sight,  that  the 
removal  of  the  lens  can  be  of  any  great  advantage.  But  even 
admitting  that  the  case  is  a  favorable  one,  and  the  lens  has  been 
got  rid  ot^  so  that  the  cirde  formed  upon  the  retina  by  the  rays 
transmitted  by  the  apex  of  the  cone,  U  reduced  in  diameter,  and 
its  brilliancy  increased  to  sudi  an  extent  that  passable  vision 
might  be  enjoyed  ;  stUl  there  b  another  source  of  confusion  that 
must  be  taken  into  the  account.  The  olject  is  supposed  to  be 
placed  in  the  prolonged  axis  of  the  cone,  and  its  image  on  the 
retina  sufficiently  clear  and  defined  to  give  rise  to  a  more  or  less 
dear  perception  of  the  object,  still  it  will  be  much  confused  by 
thoese  rays  that  fall  upon  the  sides  of  the  conical  cornea.  The 
angle  of  incidence  of  those  rays  is  different  in  every  zone,  and 
hence  the  point  to  which  the  rays  are  r^raeted  by  each  none  of 
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the  cone,  is  at  a  different  distance  from  the  retina.  The  central 
image  then,  prodnced  by  the  apex,  id  covered  and  confused  by  a 
great  number  of  circles  of  different  sizes  and  degrees  of  in- 
tensity. It  was  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  off  all  those  side  rays, 
and  thus  getting  rid  of  these  perplexing  circles,  that  Travers 
proposed  the  use  of  a  diaphragm,  with  a  hole  or  slit  in  the  center 
for  the  patient  to  look  through.  Concave  glasses,  adapted  either 
behind  or  iu  front  of  the  opening  in  the  diaphragm,  may  also  be 
of  service  in  rendering  virion  more  distinct  It  is  only  in  cases 
where  the  degree  of  projection  is  moderate,  and  the  summit 
transparent,  or  nearly  so,  that  the  removal  of  the  lens,  followed 
by  the  use  of  the  diaphragm,  and  a  concave  glass,  is  likely  to 
improve  the  sight  of  the  patient  In  an  aggravated  form  of  the 
disease,  all  these  things  are  of  little  or  no  avail,  and  the  unfor- 
tunate victim  is  beyond  the  reach  of  any  remedial  measures  yet 
known  to  our  science.  The  method  practiced  first  by  Tyrrell,  of 
England,  of  displacing  the  pupil  from  the  center  to  a  point  behind 
a  part  of  the  cornea  less  altered  in  its  physical  properties,  is  said 
by  him  to  be  followed  by  benefit  in  2  cases  out  of  8. 

Mr.  Walton  says  he  has  drawn  the  pupil  to  one  side  several 
times  without  the  slightest  benefit.  The  operation  is  performed 
by  making  an  incision  near  the  border  of  the  cornea,  seizing  the 
corresponding  edge  of  the  pupil  with  a  small  pair  of  forceps,  or  a 
hook,  and  drawing  it  out  through  the  wound.  The  portion  drawn 
out  may  be  snipped  off  with  a  pair  of  scissors,  or  left  to  adhere 
in  the  wound  of  the  cornea.  Some  surgeons  have  practiced  with 
alleged  advantage,  dislocation  of  the  pupil  followed  by  the  ope- 
ration of  solution  for  the  removal  of  the  lens.  The  application 
of  mydriatics  is  sometimes  productive  of  advantage  to  sight.  Be- 
peated  paracentesis  oculi,  combined  with  moderate  and  long  con- 
tinued compression,  is  recommended  by  Desonabres.  Of  the 
thousand  and  one  remedies,  local  and  constitutional,  that  have 
been,  at  various  times,  tried  and  recommended,  I  shall  not  speak, 
for  I  have  no  faith  whatever  in  their  efficacy,  either  in  remedying 
the  deformity,  or  in  preserving  the  other  eye,  in  case  only  one  is 
implicated.  It  will  merely  allude  to  the  plan  pursued  by  Dr. 
Pickford,  in  accordance  with  his  peculiar  pathological  theory,  that 
the  disease  is  caused  by  a  derangement  in  the  functions  of  the 
VOL.  L,  NO.  10 — 29. 
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great  sympathetic,  spinal  and  par  vagnm  nerves,  whicli  operates 
upon  the  nutrition  of  the  cornea  through  the  lenticular  ganglion 
and  the  fifth  pair  of  nerves.  He  vomited  and  purged  his  patients 
daily  for  a  number  of  months,  and  then,  I  believe,  followed  it 
with  a  course  of  tonics,  and  reports  some  cases  that  were  cured 
by  it,  and  others  greatly  improved.  I  have  never  tried  or  seen 
tried,  this  plan  of  medication,  and  as  long  as  I  have  a  spark  of 
humanity,  or  a  ''  drop  of  the  milk  of  humaa  kindness ''  in  my 
soul,  I  shall  never  be  cruel  enough  to  seriously  propose  it  to  a 
patient 

In  the  conclusion  of  this  subject,  I  would  say  to  the  profes- 
sion, that  if  any  of  them  have  seen  cases  of  genuine  conical 
cornea,  they  will  greatly  oblige  me  by  communicating  to  me  the 
result  of  their  observations,  whatever  they  may  be. 


REVIEWS    AND    NOTICES 


Akt.  V. — Medical  JwrUprudence.  By  Alfred  S.  Taylor,  M.  D.,  F.  R.  8.,  Hon.  M.  D. 
Univ.  St.  Andrews,  Fellow  of  the  Rojal  College  of  Physicians  and  Lecturer  on 
Medical  Jarisprudenee  and  Chemistry  in  Guy's  Hospital.  **  Weniges  atis  vie- 
leai.  £ine  kleine  auswahl  aus  einer  umiber  seh  yahren  menge.'' — Cams. 
Fourth  American  from  the  fifth  and  improved  London  edition.  Edited  with 
additions  by  £dward  Hartshorns,  M.  B^  one  of  the  Surgeons  to  Wills  Hospital, 
etc.    Philadelphia,  Blanchard  &  Lea,  18-36. 

While  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  expect  every  medical  prac- 
titioner to  be  an  expert  in  medical  jurisprudence,  yet  we  shall 
speak  in  very  reasonable  limits  if  we  require  that  every  medical 
man  should  be  familiar  with  its  general  principles — and  to  meet 
his  duties  as  a  safe  and  successful  physician,  independent  of  any 
duties  as  medical  jurisconsult,  he  will  need  to  have  ^  large 
store  of  its  most  important  details  as  familiar  as  household 
words.  Every  medical  man,  however,  is  liable  at  any  d|iy  to  be 
called  to  give  his  professional  opinion  in  criminal  investigations 
involving  life  and  death ;  and  we  are  very  happy  and  proud  to 
record  the  fact,  that  in  many  of  these  cases  that  have  copie  under 
our  observation  within  this  year,  the  testimony  of  medical  wit- 
Qesses  has  been  such  as  to  reflect  high  honor  upon  themselves 
2^  individuals,  and  upon  the  profession  they  represent.  A  new 
ipteresi<  has  been  given  to  the  study  of  medical  jurisprudence. 
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within  a  few  years  past,  in  that  chemical  research  has  been  called 
into  requisition  to  aflTord   new,  subtle   and  deadly  poisons   for 
criminal   purposes :    while  a  profounder  scientific  research   has 
been  given  to  the  study  of  their  tests  and  antidotes ;  two  instan- 
ces have  been  very  prominently  public  within  a  few  years  past, 
of  this  character — one  in  which  nicoiine  was  used  to  produce  the 
death  of  a  person  regarded  as  in  the  way  of  an  inheritance — 
another,  more  recently,  in  which  strychnine  was  the  agent  for  a 
similar  purpose — the  famous  Palmer  case.     We  repeat  that  we 
can  not  expect  the  man  engaged  in  the  ordinary  duties  of  profes- 
sional life  to  be  sufficiently  expert  to  detect  these  extreme  cases ; 
but  every  one  ought  to  be  posted  up  in  all  these  general  details, 
in  such  a  degree  that  he  could  at  short  warning  lay  his  hand  on 
the  chapter  that  would  refresh  his  memory,  and  fit  him  for  giv- 
ing evidence — safe — truthful — creditable.     To  meet  what  must 
always  be  a  want  for  the  general  practitioner,  there  is  nothing 
better  as  a  work  for  studv  or  reference,  than  the  one  announced 
at  the  head  of  this  article ;  indeed  very  respectable  authority  has 
spoken  of  Taylor's  Medical  Jurisprudence  as  "  the  best  manual 
on  its  subject  in  any  language."     It  has  for  many  years  ranked 
first  among  our  most  popular  text  books,  and  has  enjoyed  this 
favorable  regard  with  readers  of  every  kind — not  only  with  the 
medical  man,  but  with  legal  and  general  readers.     With  this 
established  reputation,  it  would  scarcely  be  in  place  to  give  any 
summary  of  the  contents  of  Dr.  Taylor's  book,  in  announcing  this 
new  edition.     The  author  has  made  a  thorough  revise  of  the 
work,  adding  new  matter  on  its  most  important  divisions  to  the 
amount  of  upward  of  one  hundred  pages.     "  Under  Poisoning, 
numerous  cas^s  have  been  added,  including  new  facts  regarding 
the  fatal  doses  of  some  of  these  agents,  and  the  pathological 
changes  which  they  produce.''     So,  too,  the  chapters  on  Wounds, 
Infanticide,  etc,  have  received  additional  illustration,  and  new 
cases.     The  American  editor.  Dr.  Hartshorne,  has  been  limited 
in  his  duties ;  neve^;theless  he  has  incorporated  in  the  form  of 
addenda,  valuable  notes  and  references — especially  references  to 
the  new  work  of  Wharton  and  Stills.     The  publishers  have  pre- 
sented this  new  edition  in  most  excellent  and  substantial  style.     | 
For  sale  by  Moore,  Wilstach,  Keys  &  Co.     Price,  $3  00. 
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Abt.  YL — Tkt  MeSad  Profemiim  m  Amdati  J%mm,  Am  AaamnMrf  IKacovRe, 
deliTered  before  the  New  Tork  AcAdem j  of  MediciBe,  Not.  7, 185&.  Bf  J<»m 
Watsos,  M.  D.,  Sargeoa  to  tke  New  Tork  HoepitmL  Pnbliaked  \sj  «rder  of  tke 
Acsdemj. 

We  have  read  this  elaborate  discoarse  of  Dr.  Watson's,  carefolly 
and  with  much  interest  and  gratification.  The  anthor  has  eyi- 
dentlj  entered  npon  this  task  with  a  relish,  and  in  its  accomplish- 
ment new  prospects  seem  to  be  continuallj  rising  before  his  yision, 
so  that  those  labors  seem  but  the  {»«parati<»i  and  incitement  to 
renewed  efforts.  The  stndj  of  The  Jfathers  seems  to  be  on  the 
increase,  as  a  literary  recreation  in  onr  |H-ofession ;  we  are  glad  to 
see  it,  and  trust  the  model  will  serve  to  stimnlate  ns  all  to  a 
more  earnest  imitation  of  their  virtues  and  energy  of  porpose. 
We  tender  oar  thanks  to  Dr.  Watson  fixr  the  discoarse,  mmI  to 
the  Academy  throagh  whose  auspices  it  is  given  to  the  pablic    X 


AiT.  ViL — The  Btdf-  Temdy  Abstrttet  of  the  MedieaL  Seieneea  :  tmng  a  practical  and 
analytical  digest  of  the  contents  of  the  principal  &itish,  American,  and  Conti- 
nental Medi^  works  published  during  the  preceding  six  months :  Together 
with  a  series  of  Critieal  Reports  on  the  Progress  of  Medicine  and  the  collateral 
Sciences  daring  the  same  period.  Edited  hj  W  H.  Rajtkisg,  If.  D.  and  C.  & 
Radcuffe,  Bl  D.  No.  23 — January  to  Jnne  1856.  Philadelphia:  Lindsay  & 
Makiston.    $2.00  per  an  nam. 

Ws  are  noder  obligations  to  Lindsay  &  Kakiston  for  the  last 
nnmber  of  this  old  and  well  established  seriaL  Its  character  is 
well  indicated  in  its  title ;  and  of  this  namber  we  have  only  to 
sav,  it  amply  sastains  its  repatation.  It  may  be  obtained  in  this 
dif  from  H.  W.  Derby.  J 

m 

Akt.  Ym. — Om  thM  Diaeua  of  InfmtM  and  CMUirm.  Bj  Flxbtwogd  Chvbchill, 
M.  D.,  BL  R.  L  A.,  Hon.  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  Irriand ;  Hon. 
Member  of  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Society,  etc,  etc.  Second  American  edi- 
tjon,  enlarged  and  revised  by  the  anthor.  •  £dited  with  additions,  by  Wm.  T. 
KxATiSG,  £  B.,  A.  M.,  Physician  to  St.  Joseph's  Hospital,  Fellow  of  t£e  College 
of  Physicians,  etc,  etc.    Philadelphia:  Kanchard  &  Lea,  1856.    pp.  736. 

It  is  with  pleasare  we  notice  the  appearance  of  the  second 
edition  of  this  excellent  work  on  the  Diseases  of  Children,  which 
was  (Nriginally  prodace^  at  the  solicitation  of  the  American  pa.b- 
lishers.  It  has  been  carefully  revised  by  the  author,  and  all  the 
information  added  which  has  been  derived  from  recent  researdies. 
Every  paragraph,  says  the  aathor,  has  been  carefolly  gone  over 
with  a  view  to  correction,  and  suggestions  made  by  reviewers 
have  been  carefully  weighed,  and  adcqpted  when  correct.     Several 
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entire  new  chapters,  and  portions  of  chapters,  have  been  added, 
and  especial  reference  has  been  had  to  American  authorities  so  as 
to  adapt  it  to  the  wants  of  this  country.  This  has  been  done  so 
fully  that  little  has  been  left  for  the  American  editor.  The 
references  in  this  volume  to  authorities  are  unusually  large,  thus 
showing  a  great  amount  of  research  into  the  literature  of  this 
department 

We  feel  that  it  is  no  more  than  justice  to  add  our  recommen- 
dation, most  cordially,  of  this  work,  as  being  among  the  best  we 
have  on  this  subject 

For  sale  by  Moore,  Wilstach,  Keys  &  Co.     Price  $3.00.       <* 


The  American  Journal  of  Dental  Science^  for  July,  1866,  is  xm 
our  table.  It  is  edited  by  Chapin  A.  Harris,  M.  D.,  D,  D.  S. 
and  A.  Snowden  Piggott,  M.  D.,  and  published  quarterly  by 
Lindsay  &  Blakiston,  of  Philadelphia,  at  $5.00  per  annum.  Any 
of  our  Dental  friends  wishing  a  substantial  journal  will  certainly 
find  this  to  fill  the  bill.  Exchanges,  communications,  etc.,  should 
be  directed  to  the  editors,  Baltimore — Subscriptions  and  business 
letters  to  the  publishers.  J 


The  Physician^s  Visiting  List  for  1867.  Through  the  polite- 
ness of  the  publishers,  Messrs.  Lindsay  and  Blakiston,  we  have 
received  this  very  useful  and  popuUr  Diary  for  the  coming  year. 
It  contains  the  Calendar ;  table  of  poisons  and  antidotes ;  a  very 
convenient  table  for  calculating  the  period  of  utcro-gestation ; 
blank  leaves  for  visiting  list,  memoranda,  addresses  of  patients, 
nurses,  memoranda  of  wants,  obstetric  and  vaccination  engage- 
ments, etc.,  etc.,  etc.  Such  a  convenient  pocket  Diary  and  Memo- 
randum Book  is  almost  an  indispensable  to  the  physician ;  and 
those  who  have  become  accustomed  to  their  use  will  scarcely  know 
how  to  do  without  them.  Still,  convenient  as  it  is,  we  are  under 
the  impression  that  it  might  be  improved  in  some  respects ;  thus 
we  think  it  objectionable  that  an  arbitrary  amount  of  space  is 
given  to  each  day  and  week  of- the  year;  that  in  the  visiting  list 
each  week  must  be  posted  separately;  that  in  the  arrangement 
of  weeks,  the  end  of  one  month  and  the  beginning  of  the  next 
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come  on  the  nine  page  fireqaentlj.  To  obviale  wamt  cf  diese 
oi^ections  we  hare  beretofore  been  m  the  habit  cf  wdng  m  rahr 
iDg  list  and  dajbook  ruled  thus : 

yjna    ASTD   DATE.  '      TISITS   A31>  FlXKBIP. 


John  Smith,  1, 15,  20.     ,   1  P. ,  ;  , ,  Tic  diiki  $2  50 


This  howeTer,  is  perhaps  mostlj  a  matter  of  taste  and  habit. 

We  notice  the  pablishers  haTe  sent  us  their  gmaUest  nzg ;  it 
will  probablj  abandantlj  answer  onr  pnrpose,  bat  is  not  com- 
mendable as  a  habit  on  their  part.^  And  bj  this  we  are  farther 
reminded  that  pablishers  are  too  freqaentlj  addicted  to  sending 
new  books  for  notice  in  the  jonmals  of  an  inferior  style  of  bind- 
ing, and  as  a  general  thing  the  more  txpenaiwe  work9  are  entirdy 
withheld;  we  take  this  occasion  to  express  oar  opinion,  that  this 
is  px>r  economy,  and  not  strii't  justice  on  the  part  of  pablishers. 
There  is  no  adrertisement  of  new  pablications  as  Talaable  ai 
their  notice  in  tl^  joamals ;  we  think,  therefore,  that  as  a  mere 
matter  of  eqairalents,  editors  and  joamals  whose  opinions  are 
worth  having  at  all,  are  fiillj  entitled  alike  to  cnrreot  poblica- 
tioDs  of  the  best  style  of  mechanical  execution,  as  also  to  the 
more  occasional  and  expensire  works  as  thej  are  issoed.  \ 


EBITOBIAI.   AND   MISCEI.I.AVT 


PFBLIC   HEALTH. 

Thb  health  and  lives  of  the  citizeos  of  a  commonwealth  are 
proper  subjects  to  enga^  the  attention  of  legislators^  They  are 
both  valuable  to  a  State,  and  form  an  essential  portion  of  its 
wealth  and  prosperity.  Whatever  injures  one  or  destroys  the 
other,  should  be  sought  out  and  abati  d  if  possible.  A  properly 
executed  and  wise  registration  law  ma:?t  exist,  for  the  ['urpose  of 
collecting  Vital  Statistics,  upon  which  proper  Pygienic  measures 
may  be  based.  It  Is  a  well  known  fact,  that  a  larg«.'  number  of 
the  causen  of  ill  health  and  d(?ath  may  be  remove<l,  but  they  must 
be  ascertained  before  a  n.^medy  can  be  applied,  and  this  is  within 
the  province  of  a  properly  regulated  Sanitary  Police.     Some  of 
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these  causes  relate  to  the  general  condition  of  the  atmosphere^  and 
to  which  all  are  alike  exposed;  such  as  climate,  seasons,  tempe- 
rature, moisture,  dryness,  weight,  composition,  malaria,  and  those 
hidden  conditions  of  the  atmosphere  which  have  heen  called 
epidemic  causes  of  disease.  Other  causes  may  be  locals  such  as 
bad  water,  defective  sewerage,  drainage  and  surface  cleaning, 
animal  and  vegetable  effluvium,  imperfect  supply  of  light  and 
heat,  and  filthy,  damp  and  badly  ventilated  dwellings,  etc.,  etc. 

Then  again  we  have  a  class  of  causes  which  have  been  denom- 
inated jp^^onaZ,  and  includes  hereditary  constitution  and  imperfect 
or  diseased  organization,  improper  food,  drink  and  clothing,  occu- 
pation, habits  of  life,  exposure,  excessive  physical  or  mental 
exertion. 

The  first  of  these  can  not  be  entirely  avoided,  and  yet  a  proper 
study  of  their  effects  in  particular  constitutions  and  localities  may 
be  very  important  in  a  Hygienic  point  of  view. 
^  The  second  class  of  causes  are  among  the  most  important, 
because  they  are  more  under  the  control  of  human  agency,  while 
at  the  same  time  thiey  are  very  numerous.  By  being  duly  impressed 
with  their  importance,  some  advancement  is  made  in  reference  to 
their  removal.  They  are  liable  to  beset  us  at  every  moment  of 
our  existence,  through  the  impressions  they  make  on  the  atmos- 
phere. It  is  necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  health  that  the  system 
be  furnished  with  a  regular  supply  of  atmospheric  air,  and  good 
wholesome  water.  Both  of  these  may  be  deteriorated  by  vari- 
ous causes,  which  must  be  soon  removed,  or  disease  and  death 
result 

In  cities,  defective  drainage  is  a  frequent  cause  of  disease ;  decay- 
ing organic  matter  may  even  become  the  cause  of  pestilence.  The 
proper  ventilation  of  streets,  alleys,  courts  and  houses,  should  be 
a  matter  of  municipal  legislation.  Every  building  should  be 
inspected  during  its  erection  and  rendered  safe  in  respect  to  its 
strength,  ventilation  and  capacity  to  resist  fire.  The  ravages  of 
disease  should  be  prevented,  when  possible,  with  as  much  care  as 
the  destruction  of  a  city  by  fire.  In  one  case  it  is  only  property, 
while  in  the  other  life  is  sacrificed. 

Among  the  personal  causes,  hereditary  tendencies  may  often  be 
counteracted  by  proper  treatment     The  effects  of  defective  food, 
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{■proper  doihing,  certun  occap^tioag,  lad  lubiii  of  fifiey  etaL,cte^ 
«e  quite  appftrent  to  tlie  atteatiTe  obaerter. 

One  of  the  great  olgects  of  a  proper  ajatoDa  of  regiBtiatioo^  is 
to  point  out  tlieae  caiuea  dearlj,  and  tkaa  laj  ike  jBanmrfatiiw  for 
die  applicatioD  of  the  proper  remedies. 

To  aid  in  this  work  our  profeflaioa  alioald  be  ever  read j,  and 
the  public  bare  a  right  to  eiqpeet  oar  co-operatioB.  This  m  a 
department  in  which  ererj  tmephjsician  is  willing  to  work,  while 
the  qoack  and  charlatan  who  fatten  on  the  calamities  and  misfor- 
tone  of  their  fellow  citizens,  have  never  jet  been  known  to  lend 
a  hand.  In  it  coosiats  one  of  the  landmarks  distinguishing  the 
tme  from  the  sparioos  physician.  ^ 


»  m»m  ^ 


MEDICAL  SO€ICTY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  CALI70RXLA. 

We  have  been  favored  bj  a  friend  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
Convention,  and  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  California^ 
held  in  Sacramento,  March,  ld5&  Am  invitation  was  addressed 
to  the  members  of  the  profession  throaghont  the  State,  which 
lesolted  in  the  assembling  of  abont  aeventj-^ve  {^jsieians,  rep- 
resenting sixteen  conntiesy  for  the  parpose  of  forming  a  State 
Society.  Theomvention  elected  R  F.  Kbdo,  M.  D.,  of  ElDoradov 
President. 

The  principle  objects  accomplished  by  this  meeting  were,  jErsI, 
the  formation  of  a  State  Society,  with  a  Constitation  and  By- 
Laws.  Sicondf  The  adoption  of  the  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  Amer- 
ican Medical  Association. 

A  good  primary  medical  education  attested  by  a  diploma  from 
some  known  medical  school  of  good  repate;  and  a  good  profess- 
ional and  moral  standing  in  the  community,  are  conditions  for 
admission  into  the  State  Society.  A  committee  was  appointed  to 
prepare  a  bill  and  urge  its  passage,  aiming  to  give  legal  recogni- 
tion to  the  medical  profession  of  the  State,  and  as  far  as  possible, 
to  protect  the  people  from  empiricism. 

Provision  was  made  foe  the  establishment  of  a  Medical  Joomal, 
to  be  edited  by  Dr.  J.  F.  Morse,  of  Sacramento. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  commending  a  proper  devoti<»i  <^- 
medical  men  to  the  interests  of  the  profession,  and  expresaing  a 


1856.]  MUarial  and  MuceOany.  467 

'^  sovereign  contempt  for  that  species  of  professional  moantebankery 
that  seeks  to  secure  public  favor  and  pecuniary  advantage,  by  foist- 
ing upon  public  attention,  through  newspapers  and  otherwise,  the 
peculiar  qualifications  of  their  author  to  treat  particular  diseases, 
either  in  the  department  of  medicine  or  surgery." 

Standing  Committees  were  appointed  as  follows : 

On  Practical  Medicine,  Medical  Literature  and  Hygiene. 

0\\  Swrgery. 

On   Obstetrics. 

On  Medical  Topography,  Meteorology,  Endemics  and  Epidemics. 

On  Indigenous  Botany,  or  Domestic  Adulteration  of  Drugs, 

On  Medical  Education, 

On  Publicaiion. 

A  Committee  of  Arrangements. 

A  resolution  was  passed  inviting  members  to  propose  subjects 
of  scientific  interest  for  discussion  by  the  Society. 

Also,  one  recommending  the  profession  in  the  different  counties 
of  the  State  to  organize  County  .Societies,  for  the  purpose  of 
co-operating  with  the  State  Society  in  promoting  the  interests  of 
the  profession. 

A  Committee  was  appointed  on  Prize  Essays.  Measures  were 
adopted  to  collect  Zoological,  Botanical  and  Mineralogical  speci- 
mens. 

We  have  thus  given  an  imperfect  outline  of  the  doings  of  our 
brethren  in  California.  We  can  not  too  heartily  commend  their 
zeal  and  interest  in  relation  to  professional  matters.  The  tone 
and  general  bearing  of  the  proceedings  would  do  honor  to  much 
older  communities. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  excellent  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association  has  been  adopted. 

We  predict  for  the  Society  great  usefulness,  and  that  it  will  be 
an  honor  to  the  State,  and  that  the  profession  will  soon  be 
enriched  with  valuable  contributions  from  that  far  off  region.       <* 


*  ♦•»  > 


Health  op  the  City. — Our  city  has  been  unusually  healthy 
during  the  past  summer,  and  continues  so  at  the  present  time.  By 
comparison  with  the  year  1 855,  we  find  the  following  results  during 
the  months  of  June,  July  and  August,  in  reference  to  mortality. 
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In  1855  there  were  334  deaths  m  Jane :  503  in  Jnlj,  aai  6^3  in 
Angnst;  in  all  1«00.  In  1856  there  were  283  in  June,  321  in 
Jalj,  and  305  in  Aagost ;  in  all,  909.  We  beliere  that  no  eases 
of  malignant  cholera  hare  occarred  during  the  present  season.  So 
far  as  we  have  heard,  the  population  of  oar  whole  oonntij  is  enjoj- 
ing  an  unusual  degree  of  health.  ^ 


New  York  Journal  of  the  Itediad  Scieneeg, — ^After  a  temporary 
saspension  to  admit  of  the  necessary  negotiations,  this  old  Journal 
is  again  on  oar  table,  under  a  new  ediUnial  organization.  The 
If^w  York  M'dleal  l^mes  is  merged  into  the  Journal^  and  Dr. 
Bulkley  is  added  to  the  editorial  corps,  so  that  we  hare  Drsw  Pai^ 
pie,  Smith  and  Bulklej  as  the  trio.  We  trnst  the  Journal  will 
live  many  a  day  to  do  good  service  in  the  cause  of  oar  profession, 
its  improvement  and  stability.  \ 

More  Professional  Changeg,  —  In  addition  to  Tariona  changes 
and  appointments  heretofore  noticed  in  the  Observer,  we  have  that 
of  Dr.  T.  G.  Bichardson,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  elected  to  the  chair 
isi  Anatomy  in  the  Pennsylvania  Medical  College,  to  fill  the  place 
of  Prof.  J.  M.  Allen,  resigned.  We  understand  Dr.  Bichardson 
accepts. 

Prof.  St  John,  for  many  years  the  able  Professor  of 

Chemistry  in  the  Cleveland  Medii*al  College,  aci'epts  the  same 
department  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  of  New 
York. 

It  is  somewhat  singular,  as  well  as  complimentary,  that 


the  West  has  furnished  so  many  of  her  leading  men  during  this 
year  to  fill  important  appointments  in  Eastern  schools — Prof's 
Gross,  Flint,  St.  John,  Bichardson.  This  fact,  to  the  reflecting, 
might  possibly  suggest  the  hint  that  our  own  schools  might,  for 
the  most  part,  be  supplied  with  very  capable  lecturers  and  teachers 
of  indigenous  growth  and  cultivation — "to  the  manor  bom." 

In  this  connection  we  may  remark,  to  all  interested, 

that  Prof.  Flint,  in  withdrawing  from  Louisville  as  a  medical 
teacher,  does  not  simply  '^  return  to  Buffalo  ^'  as  a  private  citizen. 
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but  goes  hack  into  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  as 
Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Pathology — to  which,  alsoy  we 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  he  becomes  a  valuable  addition.  This 
much  to  satisfy  the  Buffalo  Medical  Journal,  which  seems  some- 
what exercised,  in  that,  medical  journals  spoke  of  Prof.  Flint  as 
simply  ^'returning  to  jBw^aZo,"  while,  really,  he  had  never  re- 
moved therefrom,  and  fancies  an  intentional  omission  for  fear  of 
some  advantage  to  the  Buffalo  Medical  School.  We  think  it 
scarcely  worth  a  special  notice,  but  so  far  as  we  are  concerned, 
beg  leave  to  plead  not  guilty  of  malice  aforethought,  and  respect- 
fully suggest  that  a  few  more  such  articles  will  convince  us  that 
our  friends  of  the  Buffalo  Journal  are  what  doctors  are  popularly 
represented — rather  a  touchy  institution.  \ 


Among  our  variety  of  secular  and  political  exchanges, 


we  receive  one  which  is  edited  by  a  "Doctor,'^  and  which,  in  many 
respects,  is  a  very  respectable  weekly  sheet ;  bat  somehow  it  has 
an  unaccountable  proclivity  to  quackery,  i.  e.,  considering  its 
"broughten  up."  To  say  nothing  of  its  excessive  quantity  of 
nostrum  advertisements,  just  twig  this  card  of  the  editor  him- 
self: 

"  Dr.  M may  still  be  consulted  at  the  H office.  Per- 
sons laboring  under  chronic  or  acute  rheumatism,  gonorhoea,  or 
syphilis,  in  any  of  their  stages,  may  be  cured  by  applying  to  Dr. 

M ,  taking   his  prescriptions,  following    his   directions,  and 

paying  for  his  services.  He  pays  particular  attention  to  the  ail- 
ments of  females,  and  his  assistance  may  still  be  had  in  the  hour  of 
their  greatest  peril.  Persons  with  ague  applying  to  him  will  be 
cured  promptly  and  perijdanently,  but  they  must  follow  directions 
and  pay  the  bill  at  once.'^ 

There,  we  call  that  a  model  quack  advertisement,  sprinkled  with 
a  fair  share  of  humor.  We  are  mostly  surprised  in  seeing  it,  how- 
ever, in  that  the  editor  regularly  receives  and  seems  to  appreciate 
two  such  excellent  medical  journals  as  the  Observer  and  Lancet' 
Let  us  suggest  to  Dr.  M.  it  won't  pay.  You  are  not  intended  for 
a  regular  quack,  and  dabbling  in  the  muddy  pool  never  gives  any 
considerable  return  either  in  complacency,  self  respect,  or  dollars. 

t 
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End  cf  an  lU  Chmen  Career. — "*  Dr.  Bamse j,  <nBlifJ  u  tke 
jail  at  Sparta,  Alabama,  oa  a  charge  of  forgerr  ob  the  Fe«sioa 
Qflke,  committed  sairide  on  the  27th  iilL,  aa  slated  ia  the  St- 
vannah  GtorgianJ* 

The  wretdied  jinale  dironicled  in  the  abore  slip  from  one  of 
the  daiij  papers  should  be  an  imprearire  vaming  not  onlj  to  the 
joang  professional  man,  bnt  to  erenr  joong  man  of  the  land  vho 
desires  the  sweet  repose  of  a  pore  and  qiotless  repntatioD.  Who- 
erer  steps  aside,  ever  so  cantiooslj,  erer  so  idigKtig,  from  the 
stem  pathvaj  of  unbending  rectitude ;  vhoerer  deflates,  erer  so 
slightlj,  from  the  course  of  strict  professional  honor  and  truthful- 
ness, has  started  in  the  gl»ling,  dangerous  highwaj  of  the  trans- 
gressor. He  is  rapidlj  making  shipwreck  of  that  pare  conscience 
and  peace  of  mind  that  should  be  guarded  in  panoply  of  steeL  to 
cheer  and  support  him  throagh  the  trials  and  anxieties  that  sTir- 
round  the  pathwmj  of  ererj  earnest,  Guthful  member  of  the 
profession.  It  will  be  remembered  Dr.  Bamser  started  out  in 
his  professional  career  manufacturing  professional  reputation  by 
reports  of  remarkable  statistics  and  cases,  which,  eTentnaUj, 
proTed  to  be  jidiHouM.  It  seems,  howerer,  h»  taste  fmr  fiMgeir, 
decked  bj  the  Charleston  erpote,  was  onlj  diTerted  into  another 
channel,  which,  though  not  more  dishimoraUe,'  happens  to  be 
more  dangerous  in  the  eye  of  the  laws  of  the  land.  Confined  in 
a  felon's  cell,  he  has  ended  his  miserable  career  bj  the  suicide's 
eowardlj  hand.  % 

Jl'iJic'il  IbHenU. — At  the  last  meeting  of  the  PennsjlTania 
State  Medical  Sxrietr,  the  following  res'>lntion  was  adopted : 

"  If  ;#yr«f.  That  the  members  of  thet  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  pn>fession  generally,  be  recom- 
mended to  use  their  influence  with  the  dmggiscs  and  apothecaries 
of  their  respective  neighborhoods,  to  indoee  them  to  discontinue 
the  purchase  of  patent  and  quack  medicines  and  patented  instru- 
ments :  and  that  physicians  be  recommended  to  withhold,  as  far 
as  practicable,  their  patronage  frimi  sndi  apoth^xaries  and  drug- 
gists as  persist  in  the  sale  of  the  articles  indicated.'' 

This  resolution  contains  sound  doctrine,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  influ«ice  <^  so  respectable  a  body  will  be  felt  in  carrying 
out  its  olgects.  ^ 
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A  New  lAghtning-Tod, — A  friend  has  called  our  attention  to  a 
new  form  of  lightning  conductor,  invented  by  Mr.  Munion,  of 
Indianapolis.  Mr.  Miinion  has  selected  copper  as  the  material, 
on  account  of  its  superior  conducting  powers,  instead  of  iron,  as 
more  commonly  used.  For  this  rod  a  strip  of  copper  is  taken, 
doubled  on  itself  so  as  to  make  a  tube  with  flattened  edges ;  this 
peculiar  tube  is  then  twisted  in  a  spiral  form,  so  that  the  whole 
complete  is  quite  handsome  in  appearance,  very  light  and  very 
strong.  These  features,  together  with  the  high  conducting  capa- 
city of  the  material,  we  are  very  sure  will  render  Mr.  Munion's 
invention  a  very  popular  one.  We  have  shown  the  specimen,  in 
our  oflSce,  to  some  of  our  scientific  friends  in  this  city,  who  very 
cordially  commend  it  as  certainly  a  decided  improvement  on  the 
lightning  conductors  now  in  use.  J 

To  the  Members  of  the  Ohio  Medical  Society. — The  undersigned, 
appointed  a  committee  on  publication,  at  the  last  session  of  the 
Society,  upon  consultation  and  in  view  of  the  facts  that  but  two 
papers  have  been  furnished  within  the  time  required  for  publica- 
tion, and  that  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  have  been  fully 
reported  in  the  medical  periodicals  of  this  city,  and  that  the  So- 
ciety will  hold  an  adjourned  session  in  January  next,  deem  it 
inexpedient  to  publish  the  transactions  in  the  usual  form  until 
after  the  January  session. 

8.  B.  Davis,  J.  B.  Potter, 

Geo.  W.  Maris,  G.  P.  Landon. 

Columbus,  0.,  June  21,  1856. 


THE  GENERAL  CONDUCT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  PRACTITIONER. 

We  find  the  following  in  "  Tanner's  Clinical  Medicine  "  under 

the  above  caption,  which  so  fully  expresses  our  sentiments  that 

we  have  concluded  to  present  it  to  our  readers.     We  are  quite 

sure  it  will  receive  the  hearty  assent  of  every  member  of  our 

profession,  both  in  theory  and  practice,  who  is  of  the  right  stamp : 

'*  Although  much  might  be  advantageously  written  upon  this 
subject,  yet  a  few  words  must  suffice.  The  mere  fact  that  the 
practice  of  medicine  arose  from  an  instinctive  impulse  to  relieve 


462  Xditarial  and  Mi^ttUmif.  [Q^obtf. 

Uie  pains  and  sufferings  of  othersy  is  saf&rjtat  to  Aow  tli^t  the 
mefiical  man,  of  all  men.  should  te  free  from  tlcat  Tix  mMA  is 
the  bes»?tting  sin  of  mankind — selfishnea?^     He  most,  indeed,  he 
thoroacrhlr  contented  to  live,  not  for  himself,  but  for  others:  not 
to  \(>j\l  to  his  own  interests,  not  to  he  guided  rn  hs  actfots  bj 
motives  cf  policj :  but  to  let  the  rule  of  his  life  he  to  d«  as  mm.-h 
good  to  others  as  possible.     He  shoald  think  as  little  or  petmnLirT 
rewards  as  is  compatible  wiih  his  own  interest  and  that  »:f  his 
br)ther  practitioners,  remembering   the  maTfm  fciopced    bj  La 
Bruvere  from  Confucius — ^that  he  who  esteems  gold  more  ^han 
rirtce  will  be  likelj  to  looee  both  gold  and  virtne.     The  physician 
to  be  snceesefnl  most  not  onlj  p:«aess  a  at^inid  praetkal  knowl- 
Cflge  of  his  profession,  bat  he  must  also  be  earefid  thac  his  m<3ral 
charikrter  be  free  from  blemish — chat  his  general  condiLet  be  not 
onlj   above  vuloraritj,  bat  soch  as  to  excite  the  ^esp^:cf  of  his 
frien«is  and  neighb«>rs :  that  he  be  consrientiotis,  attentive,  careful 
erf  the  secrets  of  th*Dse  who  ct^nsult  him ;  nnmin^ifnl  of  the  worLilj 
condition  of  his  patients:  sympathizing,  calm  and  circnnispecii  in 
his  b^haricr  geneniUr.     As  it  is  his  object  to  protmg  life,  so  he 
mast  leare  no  means  nnparsired  in  order  to  obtain  hh  object,  re- 
membering that  the  mere  prti-seribing  of  medreines  is  often  the 
least  part  of  Kis  duty.     It  w<3ald.  intieed^  be  well  if  medical  mea 
generally  thought  more  of  the  nwrcd  remedies  an  their  disposal : 
and  If  mire  attention  were  bestowed  upon  soothing  the  ll*:edng 
moments  of  the  afflicted^  by  inspiring  them  with  hope.  contitLrBsce. 
and  ease  of  mind.     A  man  who  practices  hs  proteajion  eonscien- 
tiottslv  will  never  be  unmindful  of  the  duties  which,  he  owes  to 
kis  ct}llea^es — to  those  treading  the  same  pftth  as  himseli.     He 
will  caretclly  avoii  all  such  short-sighted  proeeeding;^  as>  may  tend 
to  elevate  himself  by  depressing  others :  he  will  strictly  eschew 
those    disijracet'ttl   meth<xls    of    obtaining  notoriety — newspaper 
putnnij  or  prescribinoj ;  and  h*^  will  hesitate  at  giving,  as  a  rule. 
gra.tiiicocs  advice,  where  su«!h  Is  n-:t  needed  by  the  circTimstances 
of  the  patient,  and  where  such  a  course  of  proceedinsT  must  ia- 
jure  th-.se  who  are  c«jnrend  to  receive  a  small  remuneration  1*^ 
their  toilsj-^me  labors,  and  whose  daily  breai  probubly  depends 
upon  their  obtaLoing  such  a  return  for  their  exertions^ 

The  encoumgementi  bestowed  up«}a  nxedical  men.  is*  fii-r  the 
most  part,  very  dedcient :  their  worth,  and  usefulness  being  unae- 
knowLedged:  their  tutigues  iind  anxieties  tinheetied^  and  their 
»efulness  and  ^iisreapu^i  of  wealth  abused  While  striving  to 
dimiaish  the  suJfe rings  of  their  aJfiicted  fellow-creaiuresv  c»ii  it 
kappt.-n  otherwise  thaa  than  their  feelings  shouLl  be  hurt  by  oV 
aerviag  the  attention  paid  to  meu  practicing  the  most  palpable 
absurdities  and  decepcLons,  hv  witnessing:  the  success  of  hwmeo- 
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paths,  taUc-turners,  mesmerists,  and  such  like?  Has  it  not, 
however,  always  been  so  ?  Does  not  Bacon  himself  tell  us  that 
"the  weakness  and  credulity  of  men  is  such,  as  they  will  often 
prefer  a  mountebank  or  witch  before  a  learned  physician,^'  and  is 
the  present  age  less  credulous  than  that  of  the  great  philosopher? 
I  fear  not !  But  it  is  the  prerogative  of  superior  minds  to  rise 
with  the  occasion.  Let  us,  therefore,  individually  and  collectively, 
as  students  and  practitioners,  strive  to  improve  our  art.  Let  us 
each  endeavor  to  attain  that  mental  sagacity  which  will  enable 
us  to  perceive  the  important  features  of  cases  coming  under  our 
care  and  the  salient  points  of  diagnosis — that  wisdom  which  can 
foresee  the  course  and  progress  of  disease — that  judgment  which 
will  enable  us  to  select  the  proper  remedies,  and  that  calm  deter- 
mination which  will  render  us  capable  of  insisting  that  the  neces- 
sary measures  ar^  thoroughly  carried  out." 


INVERTED  OR  IMBEDDED  NAIL.    BY  J.  P.  BATCHELDER.  M.  D. 

This  very  troublesome  complaint  is  usually  located  at  the 
inner  side  of  the  great  toe  nail — sometimes  at  both  sides,  and 
seldom  implicates  the  nail  of  any  other  toe,  and  never,  to  any 
extent,  those  of  the  fingers.  It  is  always,  we  believe,  caused  by 
wearing  a  tight  shoe,  the  pressure  of  which  bends  the  side  of  the 
nail  downward  and  retains  it  in  that  position  till,  fixed  by  the 
growth  of  the  part,  it  becomes  a  constant  source  of  discomfort  to 
the  patient  and  annoyance  to  the  surgeon,  and  almost  an  oppro- 
brium to  the  profession.  Various  methods  of  treatment  have  been 
proposed  and  practiced  by  different  surgeons,  none  of  which  shall 
we  stop  to  canvass.  That  which  is,  however,  most  generally  in 
vogue  at  the  present  day,  is  to  slit  up,  and  extirpate,  the  in- 
verted portion  of  nail  with  a  pair  of  forceps ;  this  method,  harsh 
and  cruel  as  it  is,  seldom  effects  a  radical  cure,  for  as  soon  as  this 
part  of  the  nail  grows  out  again,  the  plague  returns,  and  com- 
monly with  increased  severity,  so  that  the  surgeon  as  well  as  the 
patient,  becoming  desperate,  resolves,  and  actually  does  tear  out 
the  whole  nail,*  but  this,  to  the  chagrin  of  both,  seldom  effects  a 
cure — certainly  not  always,  or  even  generally,  according  to  the 
observation  of  the  writer. 

This  affection  should  be  regarded  as  an  ulcer,  which,  irritated 
by  the  circumstances  of  the  case  and  situation  of  the  part  affected, 
is  kept  from  healing  by  the  presence  of  a  portion  of  the  nail, 

^  I  can  never  even  think  of  this  operation  without  a  shudder — it  being  so  like 
the  practice  of  the  savage,  who,  when  actuated  by  the  most  intensified  desire  to  in- 
flict the  greatest  amount  of  torture  upon  his  unhappy  victim,  has  recourse  to 
tkis  very  expedient  as  a  dernier  resort — a  refinement  in  cruelty. 
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whicli  acts  aa  an  extraneous  bodj.  Like  the  caiioos  nicer,  h  dis- 
diarges  a  sanioas  flnid.  and  iHDtmdes  a  fnngns,  whidl  grovs 
afresh  when  destroyed  bj  caustics,  ^  shared  off  with  m  knife,  and 
actually  refuses  to  heal  so  l<MBg  as  the  oflknding  came,  the  in- 
Terted  nail,  remains ;  but  the  absolute  and  entire  remiwral  of  eren 
the  whole  nail,  in  the  manner  usuallj  practiced,  is  f^JIofwed  bj  a 
cure  which  is  only  temporary ;  for  as  soon  as  the  nail  grows  out 
again,  the  trouble,  as  has  been  stated,  returns,  and  gpaendly  in 
an  aggrarated  degree.  Notwithstanding  the  ill  sucresi  which 
attends  the  customary  modes  of  treating  this  coaiplaiBt,  they 
must  prevail  until  a  better  can  be  proposed,  and  this,  we  opine,  an 
enlarged  experience  enaUes  us  to  da  The  following  jimn.  of 
treatment  has  iuTariably  socceeded,  and  is,  there&re,  the  only 
one  we  have  erer  tried. 

1.  Let  the  deflected  portion  of  naQ  (which  Hbm  patient  has  been 
in  the  habit  of  paring  (^  as  mnch  as  poniUe,  in  order  to  procure 
some  degree  of  ease,)  grow  out  to  be  as  long  as  the  rest  of  the 
nail,  or  rather  to  be  on  a  line  with  the  end  of  the  toe : — an  essen- 
tial part  of  the  treatment.  While  this  k  b^ng  aceompl»hed, 
the  patient  should  wear  a  loose  shoe,  L  e.,  one,  the  inner  s^  of 
which  IS  fully  as  wide  as  the  foot,  and  refrain,  as  mnch  as  may 
be  coorenient,  ftom  standing  or  walking. 

2.  When  the  inverted  portion  of  the  nail  is  adequately  grown, 
cut  a  groore  from  the  root  to  the  end  of  the  nail,  along  the  line 
where  the  nail  begins  to  deflect,  which  we  will  call,  by  way  rf 
distinction,  the  angle  of  incidence.  In  doing  thisy  great  care 
dioold  be  taken  not  to  deepen  the  grooTe  so  as  to  reach  the 
quick  beneath — in  fact  not  to  make  the  portion  of  the  nail  be- 
tween the  quick  ami  the  bottom  of  the  rngle  so  thin  as  to  «idan- 
ger  the  splitting  of  the  nail  along  the  groove,  £>r  this  accident 
would  infallibly  stop  the  {Ktxessy  and  compel  the  snrgecn  to  wait 
until  the  nail  had  again  grown  out  to  the  required  length.  This 
groove  effected,  the  depressed  pcvtion  should  be  g^itly  ramed  and 
kept  up  by  insinuating,  likewise  in  the  gentlest  manner  possible, 
a  compress  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  width,  ftrmed  by  the 
double  of  a  piece  of  thin  muslin,  beneath  the  edge  of  the  nail, 
between  it  and  the  flesh  below.  This  part  ol  the  process  should 
be  very  earefoUy  performed,  to  prevent  the  aforesaid  s{ditting  np 
of  the  nail,  as  well  as  to  avoid  giving  the  patient  unnecessary 
pain.  The  comjuress  should  be  renewed  from  day  to  day,  and  i^ 
every  renewal  be  forced  a  little  further  up  tov^ud  the  root  of 
the  nail,  and  its  thickness  also  increased  by  the  addition  of  one  or 
two  dujdicatuies  of  the  clotL  This  treatment  must  be  persevered 
in  until  the  nail  is  grown  oat  to  its  full  length,  when  the  core 
will  be  complete,  and  may  be  relied  on  as  permanent*    [Havnig 
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practiced  upon  this  plan  for  nearly  fifty  yearfe  without  a  single 
failure,  we  have  no  hesitancy  in  making  this  announcement.] 

When  the  treatment  is  first  commenced,  it  may  he  well,  and 
sometimes  even  necessary,  to  touch  the  fungous  growth  a  few 
times  with  the  nitrate  of  silver — more,  however,  to  lessen  its  sen- 
sibility than  to  act  as  a  caustic,  which  is  rarely  called  for — the 
abnormal  growth  readily  yielding  to  the  pressure  of  the  compress. 
The  whole  should  be  covered  with  a  pledget  of  lint  spread  with 
simple  cerate,  and  lightly  bandaged.  The  patient  will  do  well  to 
keep  the  foot  on  a  pillow  in  a  chair,  for  a  while  at  least.  To 
prevent  a  relapse  a  shoe  fully  as  wide  as  the  foot  should  be  worn. 
This  alone,  had  it  been  resorted  to  at  the  beginning  of  the  difii- 
culty,  would  have  eff^ected  a  cure,  provided  the  offending  portion 
of  the  nail  had  been  allowed  to  grow  out  and  been  kept  duly 
elevated: — If,  indeed,  such  a  shoe  had  been  always  worn,  the 
disease  would  have  never  occurred.*  The  superiority  of  this 
method  over  others  arises  from  the  certainty  with  which  the  cure 
is  effected,  from  its  permanency,  and  also  the  small  amount  of 
suffering  to  which  it  subjects  the  patient. 

There  is  another  form  of  diseased  toe  nail  which  is  occasionally 
presented  to  the  surgeon,  in  which  its  distal  extremity  becomes 
elevated  to  a  position  nearly  perpendicular  to  the  toe.  This  is 
owing  to  some  fault  at  the  root  of  the  nail,  and  is,  according  to 
our  observation,  amenable  to  no  remedy  but  amputation. — New 
York  Journal  of  Medicine,  Juty. 
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Theory  of  Menstruation,  by  R  E.  Campbell,  M.  D.,  of  Benton,  Ala. 

Innumerable  theories  have  been  established  to  account  for  this 
function.  Every  author  has  brought  forward  one  of  his  own,  and 
now  the  medical  annals  teem  with  them,  the  student  is  often 
puzzled  to  select  from  among  the  number  the  most  plausible  one, 
and  is  consequently  left  in  doubt  as  to  a  belief  upon  the  subject. 
The  faculty  are  divided,  and  scarcely  any  two  of  them  arrive  at 
the  same  conclusion.  How  important  is  it  that  we  should  discuss 
through  the  pages  of  our  Southern  periodicals,  this  important 
point ;  for  by  that  means,  we  may  become  more  conversant  with 

^  In  the  construction  of  this  article,  little  or  nothing  is  gained  by  enlarging  the 
upper-leather  or  cloth,  as  the  case  may  be — it  is  widening  the  sole  only  which 
answers  the  purpose.  This  remedy,  the  wide-soled  shoe,  is  equally  as  necessary 
and  no  less  efficacious  for  the  prevention  and  cure  of  poms  as  for  the  ailment 
under  consideration.  We  have  never  seen  a  case  of  corns  which  resisted  the 
broad-soled  shoo  more  than  five  or  six  months,  during  which  time  the  patient  has 
been  made  comparatively  comfortable.  The  cure  may,  however,  be  very  much 
facilitated  and  expedited,  as  well  as  the  suiBferings  mitigated,  by  soaking  and 
paring  the  com  once  or  twice  a  week. 
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it,  and  from  the  collected  experience  of  oar  brethren  we  may  poa- 
sibly  glean  some  facts  which  will  clear  up  mnch  of  the  mystery 
which  now  envelops  it. 

We  know  that  so  soon  as  menstruation  is  well  established,  the 
female  is,  as  a  general  thing,  capable  of  procreation.  There  are 
gome  instances  of  women  becoming  enciente  before  the  age  of 
puberty,  yet  we  must  look  upon  all  snch  cases  as  anomalies,  and 
in  no  manner  affecting  the  general  rule.  At  this  period,  the 
whole  corporeal  and  mental  being  undergoes  a  marked  change ; 
the  limbs  become  rounded,  and  assume  that  beautiful  symmetry 
so  characteristic  of  the  well  developed  female ;  girlish  sports  and 
pastimes  are  laid  aside  for  more  matronly  pursuits,  and  there  is 
a  pensive  countenance  never  obeerved  in  them  before.  But,  to 
enumerate  all  of  these  changes  would  be  useless,  for  every  one  is 
conversant  with  them.  I  contend  that  all  women  who  are  well 
formed  and  healthy,  are  capable  of  becoming  impregnated  after 
the  first  menstrual  period.  Nature,  it  seems,  has  made  a  wide 
provision  in  the  female  economy,  whereby,  after  menstruation  is 
established,  she  generates  more  blood  than  is  necessary  for  the 
wants  of  her  own  system.  This  superabundance  of  blood  is 
designed  for  the  support  of  the  product  of  conception.  This  seems 
to  be  clearly  proved  by  the  fact,  that  when  conception  takes  place, 
the  menstrual  drain  ceases,  and  the  blood,  instead  of  becoming  a 
source  of  irritation,  and  being  thrown  off  as  formerly,  now  goes 
to  the  support  of  the  fetus,  as  nature  designed.  When  conception 
does  not  take  place,  the  accumulation  is  each  month  (or  about 
every  28  days)  thrown  off.  It  exudes  from  the  internal  parieties 
of  the  uterus,  and  is  pure  blood  mixed  with  the  acid  secretions  of 
the  uterus  and  vagina.  The  foregoing  is  a  synopsis  of  the  theory 
established,  if  I  mistake  not,  by  Simon,  and  when  we  analyze  it 
carefully,  it  seems  far  the  most  plausible  one. — [Atlanta  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal. 


We  select  the  following  eases  from  a  very  interesting  article  in  the 
Nashville  Journal.  By  W.  H.  Byford,  M.  D.,  of  Evansville, 
Indiana. 

Case  1. — March  8th,  1843,  I  was  called  to  see  J.  N.,  aged 
nineteen  years.  His  residence  was  in  a  malarious  river  bottom, 
oa  a  farm.  He  was  the  son  of  a  farmer,  and  his  usual  occupa- 
tion in  accordance  with  his  situation  as  such.  Sanguine  ner- 
vous temperament,  spare  made,  without  any  known  hereditary 
proclivity  to  disease,  and  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  without 
possessing  or  indulging  in  anj  of  the  luxuries  of  life,  regular 
and  temperate  in  his  habits,  and  had  throughout  his  life  enjoyed. 
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for  this  country,  unusual  immunity  from  the  malarious  maladies 
of  the  district  in  which  he  lived.     He  had  been  sick  eight  days ; 
was  attacked  in  the  first  place  with  what  was  considered,  as  his 
friends  said,  common  ear  ache.     This  was  attended  with  slight 
fever,  pain  in  the  ear,  temple  and  face,  and  slight  discharge  from 
the  meatus  auditorius  externus.    When  I  saw  him  the  pain  in  the 
ear  and  the  discharge  had  subsided  almost  entirely,  but  the  pa- 
tient was  not  convalescing  in  the  manner  his  friends   desired. 
He  was  listless,  apathetic  and  weak,  being  unable  to  sit  up  much 
of  the  time,  with  a  sense  of  chilliness  when  exposed  to  the  air ; 
the  surface  was  dry,  but  very  little  altered  in  temperature.     His 
tongue  was  dry  (as  was  the  mouth  generally)  and  coated  with  a 
thin  white  layer,  red  tip  and  edges,  and  rather  contracted  in  size ; 
fauces  red  and  somewhat  sore ;  had  very  little  appetite,  but  ate 
some  light  food  regularly  without  loathing ;  had  watery  diarrhea 
of  four  or  five  discharges  in  twenty-four  hours,  occurring  mostly 
in  the  night ;  pulse  about  a  hundred,  soft  and  rather  weak.    This 
about  constitutes  the  sum  of  symptoms  present  when  I  first  saw 
him.     Although  my  prescriptions  were  the  most  appropriate  my 
information  and  capacity  could  suggest,  things  remained  in  statu 
quo  until  the  21st,  three  weeks  from  the  time  of  the  first  attack. 
In  the  morning,  while  stripping  for  the  purpose  of  changing  his 
linen,  his  father  discovered  some  fullness  in  the  inner  side  and 
front  of  the  wrist  of  the  right  hand,  which  he  believed  was  caused 
by  a  collection   of  pus.     Upon   making  further  examination  I 
found  the  fullness  extended  to  the  elbow,  along  the  inner  aspect 
of  the  ulna,  and  gave  evidence  by  fluctuation  that  it  contained 
fluid.     There  was  none  of  the  tightness  of  an  ordinary  abscess, 
no  hardened  confines,   no   tenderness   nor  discoloration.     There 
was  simply  a  loose  bag  of  fluid,  flabby  and  flaccid,  and  like  noth- 
ing else  I  had  ever  seen.     It  occurred  to  me  that  as  this  was  a 
new  and  accidental  discovery,  careful  exploration  of  the  whole 
body  might  be  rewarded  by  further  disclosures.     Accordingly  I 
carefully  examined  the  whole  surface,  and  in  the  left  leg  extend- 
ing from  the  knee  to  the  external  malleolus  a  similar  bag  of 
fluid  was  discovered.     It  possessed  all  the  indefinite  and  undecided 
appearance  and  symptoms  of  the  one  above  described.     There 
was  no  redness  or  pain,  no  throbbing  or  other  symptoms  to  lead 
to  the  suspicion  that  suppuration  was  the  cause  of  the  swelling. 
And  I  do  not  think  that  the  carelessness  ought  to  be  attributed 
to   our  ignorance  of  these   extensive   collections  of    pus.     His 
mother,  an  affectionate  and  considerate  woman,  and  his  father, 
an  intelligent  and  good  man,  were  both  constant  attendants  at 
his  bed  side.     His  clothes  had  been  changed  as  often  as  necessary 
for  cleanliness,  and  he  had  been  handled  as  much  as  ordinary, 
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and  yet  no  person  had  sospicioned  collections  of  pus,  large  or 
small.  When  his  attention  was  called  to  them,  he  said  he  had 
had  no  pain  there  that  he  was  aware  of,  nor  had  he  any  then. 
The  limbs  merely  felt  a  little  clumsy  and  stiflF.  It  is  true  his 
mind  was  in  a  state  of  hebetude,  not  likely  to  take  cognizance  of 
a  slight  pain,  but  he  was  merely  stupid,  and  sustained  an  intelli- 
gible and  connected  conversation  when  his  attention  was  chal- 
lenged by  questions  or  allusions  to  his  case,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
if  there  had  been  much  pain  he  would  have  noticed  it.  I  punc- 
tured both  places,  and  evacuated  from  the  two,  forty  ounces  of 
fair  looking  pus.  They  continued  to  discharge  for  seven  or  eight 
days,  and  very  gradually  ceased  under  the  influence  of  roller 
bandages  and  compresses.  At  the  end  of  the  fourth  week  of  the 
sickness,  a  tumor  of  a  flat  rounded  form,  the  size  and  something 
of  the  shape  of  a  tea  saucer,  was  discovered  at  the  lower  angle  of 
the  scapula,  and  apparently  extending  under  it.  According  to 
the  father,  it  had  all  the  marked  appearances  of  the  others.  I 
did  not  arrive  until  the  next  morning,  when  I  found  that  the  ap- 
pearances did  not  vary  much  from  the  above  description.  I 
punctured  this  tumor  also,  and  evacuated  six  or  eight  ounces  of 
pus,  of  a  good  healthy  looking  character.  The  second  day  after 
it  had  been  opened  it  ceased  to  run,  and  during  the  night  closed 
up.  In  the  morning  when  examined,  it  was  quite  evident  that 
it  communicated  with  the  bronchia.  During  respiration  it  was 
filled  and  partially  emptied.  The  ear  placed  over  it  could  dis- 
tinctly hear  the  air  rushing  through  these  tubes  into  the  caverns, 
as  also  the  gurgling  caused  by  its  being  partly  filled  with  pus. 
There  was  great  pain  in  the  left  side  of  the  chest,  and  large 
bronchial  rales  could  be  heard  all  over  this  side ;  dyspnea  and 
cough;  more  decided  pyrexia ;  moderate  amount  of  expectoration, 
apparently  of  mucus  only.  Up  to  the  time  of  the  appearance  of 
this  last  collection  of  pus,  there  was  no  alteration  of  the  symp- 
toms worth  mentioning  in  this  report,  nor  until  after  it  was 
lanced  and  partly  evacuated.  From  this  time  forward  the  chest 
symptoms  assumed  a  grave  and  threatening  preponderance.  The 
same  day  after  the  apparent  bronchial  communication,  the  patient 
began  expectorating  pus,  and  continued  to  do  so  for  about  a  week 
in  almost  sufibcating  quantities.  It  gradually  lessened  in  quan- 
tity, however,  as  all  the  others  had,  until  after  the  lapse  of 
about  thirty  days,  no  more  pus  was  perceptible  in  the  sputa. 
Although  the  prospects  for, recovery  after  the  chest  symptoms 
occurr^  in  this  case  were  small,  the  patient  lingered  through  a 
tedious  and  doubtful  convalescence  of  six  or  seven  weeks,  having 
been  ill  three  months,  and  is  now  a  stout,  able-bodied  young 
man,  with  no  other  external  trace  of  his  hazardous  ailment  than 
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a  depressed  left  shoulder  and  contraction  of  the  left  side  of  the 
chest.  Almost  universal  and  very  decided  dullness  on  percussion, 
and  scarcely  perceptible  respiratory  murmur  on  auscultation  of 
this  side,  leave  sufficient  evidence  that  there  is  a  decided  organic 
change  in  the  structure  of  the  left  lung.  I  was  at  the  time  quite 
satisfied  that  the  last  collection  of  pus  was  mainly  evacuated 
through  the  bronchial  tubes,  and  upon  reviewing  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  can  come  to  no  other  conclusion  at  present. 
One  thing  very  remarkable  in  this  case  was  that  no  hectic  fever, 
as  it  is  described  in  the  books,  occurred  during  its  whole  course, 
notwithstanding  the  discharge  of  so  much  pus  from  the  different 
localities  described. 

Case  3. — Called,  11th  August,  1853,  to  see  Mrs.  W.,  aged 
thirty-six  years,  mother  of  five  children,  and  then  five  months 
pregnant  with  her  sixth.  Has  had  **  chills  and  fever  '^  every  day 
for  three  weeks ;  very  weak,  sallow,  and  considerably  emaciated. 
She  is  English  by  birth,  but  has  lived  in  America  four  years ; 
three  of  this  time  spent  in  western  New  York  ;  lived  at  her  pres- 
ent residence  only  one  year;  very  poor;  unable  to  command 
any  thing  more  than  a  very  scanty  supply  of  the  necessaries  of 
life;  has  no  nurse ;  depends  upon  two  little  boys  **  to  do  for  her ^' 
while  her  husband  works  for  "  bread  and  meat."  All  the  family 
are,  more  or  less,  afflicted  with  intermittent  fever.  They  are 
surrounded  with  a  flat,  marshy  district,  which  is  always  damp 
and  moist ;  in  wet  weather  is  miry,  muddy,  and  almost  inaccessi- 
ble. Her  health  is  generally  very  good ;  not  aware  of  any  he- 
reditary tendency  to  disease.  The  cause  of  my  being  called  at 
present  was  the  discovery  of  a  collection  of  pus  over  the  right 
lumbar  region.  From  appearances  and  history  of  the  case,  I 
supposed  it  to  be  muscular.  Twelve  or  fourteen  ounces  of  fluid, 
or  laudable  pus,  were  evacuated,  and  yet  considerable  remained. 
She  informed  me  that  she  had  had  but  little  pain ;  tliat  the 
swelling  had  been  observed  ten  days  ago,  and  was  all  the  time 
increasing  in  size.  Her  attention  was  first  called  to  it  by  a  sen- 
sation of  stiffness  and  soreness  when  she  moved.  The  parts  were 
flabby  and  loose,  and  no  defined  hardness  could  be  observed  as  a 
limitary  margin  to  the  tumor,  which  was  flat  and  eight  or  nine 
inches  in  diameter.  About  the  end  of  a  week  from  the  time  it 
was  opened  it  ceased  discharging,  and  was  apparently  quite  healed 
up.  By  the  time  that  had  taken  place,  another  equally  large 
was  ready  to  be  operated  on,  just  above  the  anterior  superior 
spinous  process  of  the  illium,  on  the  left  side.  This  was  over 
two  weeks  being  healed  and  discharged.  It  discharged  a  large 
quantity  of  pus,  perhaps  altogether  over  two  pounds.  By  this 
time  my  patient,  despite  the  use  of   tonics  and  as  liberal  and 
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uouri?hiiitr  ilU-t  as  slu*  coulJ  comiii:ina.  had  beiwm'ir  Terr  ffiefrir*-  ar^i 
ii  \vas  I'viilout  inii'it  .s<.*ou  succumb  unless  a  chan;^'^  f:r  :Lt  :ir::cr 
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ciiviiui>Eai:^v  v^^vairlui:.  aiul  the  :a::cii:  i-ieiiz-i  re  si  rfli-rT-riL  I 
wa*  ill  »:,\-mj:  hoiv  tl;a:  sho  w:ukL  v-e:  r^'TV:;-?:  c^ii  la  ta^  z.-i  5<: 
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;u  .■  ai'LUL  Wis  pa:,'i:e:;.:\^«."L.  .;?.\pir»ec  :  bm  si;c  be  core  i.  prfcuy  •i.T'ciL- 
:•:■.•.■  var-:l..:i:  wim^.r  haii  >J«.»'vii  iZMid  abi:v(i  -.iiii  jirt  kaee.  T!ii:i 
L  -!•  u-.'o  ;/..:i»:Gu:\',  a;?  :"j  .va&  vlai.ily  i^aptbifibn^  ro  be  of  aa  ^  ni- 
vaii.j^'.  :.■  ii-L*  :•.•  >:•;  ?o.  Lu  :ill  :iar*.'"  ;£  'aii^w  latiC  iioiloccii.na  [ 
:la».  .i:i  Aj\j\.'i'\,\\ir.f  li  /oiHfrv'jiii  "bir  jr'jsrr'jsti  ji  liie  iwiMlin:!, 
Xiu  1  a:ii  :'jii*iut.ii:  :iw  accivi»  jjcul  -jynip corns*  maiufe-s'Ceu  rin^m- 
-ji  i.'*.s.  AMtii-Li^ii  -vas  iii  :aL-'a  .ufecaiiL"^  ;ir!-'.-iCe*i  di'sc  bv  r-amiuir^ 
j(  ..Ki:  '»j',SL-  :iabj -  'jaci/'j  abu^":  dL'Sjivbyi.  Tliev  all  seemed  :o 
K'  :iit.i>*  biiLC-s  Ji'  iiacior.  viriioui:  liu'  usual  -jtricriv  -ieriiiauie 
-lin.rrj  yi  :ib6i:*j!s&   :a.i>ou   X  :bu    -Mlusion  'if  ..oairulabie  Ivmnii- — 

^tUtbi'nlt   'jOui'tudj    Si/'.. 


T'lo  !q-.'<j:  .iL-m»;!iiai"^'  lUHScioii.s  :u  :neuit:ine  .iro  >t'ton  '"lie  loii^st 
•iii«.[<?r--tuou.  it  "vouid  -jenui,  ^c  :ir-c  -iniic,  "hat  'vc  iiend  !ioc  muck 
ooin:t.-i-ii  ui"sti.\*.'>  abi-ac  '.in.-  ri;if>  vhirli  .aiiv  swanu  btf!K-atu  rhe 
'LM-'L  n"  :uo  n-tcticiourr :  >uc  Lv-iueiauL-r  Miac  Scoil  baa  vritton  a 
■;iiaiju:*i'  ■■i:i.:=:i«.'d  Dc  .mlt'o-tuini  t'Hjnt  .tijturt'U  'mnuiiiis.  :ind 
learu    ariy  'o  :iL;^'ioct  .lucuinu-. 

TliL'  'niiiijc  iias  '\vv.'Ucy  ri^erli,  'he  atiolos-ent  twency-*io:i]t.  ^he 
itiuit  'hirc\'-c\vu.  L'he  t^vulution  ■»!'  Mie  twenty  reeilint*  the  iuc'aiit 
is  '.■.*;  juiiuJMud  iei'in'e  rhe  Thirtieth  to  rhirty-^ixth  month :  'lut 
'uev  ai>}  »uiv  Loui|>orarv.  I'or.  .it  the  aye  'jt  -ieven  veal's,  he  -^e- 
^iua  'u  lose  niLiu, '.'xeliau Jibing  tiiem  for  «u hers  which  are  :iiore 
iiuMuii'.  rhis  [»i''>»ctsjj  is  iivniially  accoiuplialied  .it  •^hirteeii  r 
T'jUiiLcu  ;  uais.  Except  the  great  king,  who  I'orme^l  au  exceT»tinn 
iKj  voi'\  uiiug,  aud  wlio  was  born,  it  is  said,  with  two  teeth,  "he 
iiiiaut  euuies  into  the  world  with  defeuseless  jaws,  and  i:  is  !loc 
:ill  toward  the  eighth  month  that  the  first  milk  teeth  appear. 
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But  since  the  laws  of  nature  are  capricious,  it  often  happens  that 
one  infant  has  teeth  at  four  months,  while  another  has  none  at 
the  end  of  a  year ;  hence  no  limits  can  be  fixed.  Generally,  the 
two  middle  incisors  of  the  lower  jaw  first  appear,  and  I  anticipate 
a  stormy  dentition  whenever  1  see  a  child  begin  that  process  by 
the  upper  teeth.  These  two  first  teeth  appear  together,  with  an 
interval  of  twenty-four  hours,  forty-eight  hours,  four  days,  and 
sometimes  a  week,  between  them,  but  always  together^  remember, 
and  thej  are  the  only  ones  which  present  themselves  in  this 
manner.  Six  weeks  or  two  months  afterward,  the  two  superior 
middle  incisors  make  their  appearance,  not  together,  but  at  the 
distance  of  eight,  fifteen,  or  thirty  days  from  each  other.  The 
process  of  dentition  is  thus  very  rapid  for  the  first  two  teeth,  and 
more  slow  for  the  others. 

Meanwhile,  two  other  teeth  are  about  to  protrude — the  lateral 
incisors  of  the  upper  jaw — very  soon,  one  or  two  months,  after  the 
upper  middle  incisors.  Toward  the  end  of  one  year,  the  child 
has  six  teeth,  and  whereas  he  began  with  two  lower,  he  has 
finished  with  four  upper. 

The  teeth  of  children  appear  in  groups;  defiites  in  infantilnis 
eatervaUm  erum/punt:  first  group,  two  inferior,  middle  incisors,  at 
about  eight  months  ;  second  group,  two  superior  middle  incisors, 
toward  ten  months ;  third  group,  two  superior  lateral  incisors,  at 
one  year,  more  or  less  ;  fourth  group,  two  inferior  lateral  incisors 
and  the  first  four  molars  (six  teeth  in  this  group,  from  fourteen 
to  eighteen  months)  ;  fifth  group,  four  canines,  from  eighteen  to 
twenty-four  months ;  sixth  group,  four  second  and  last  molars,  ■ 
from  thirty  to  thirty-six  months. 

The  canine  teeth  appear  after  the  infant  has  twelve  teeth,  and 
when  he  is  from  eighteen  to  twenty-four  months  old;  their  evolu- 
tion lasts  from  two  to  three  months,  sometimes  for  ten  months, 
then  takes  places,  and  at  the  age  of  three  years,  when  those  of 
the  last  group  have  pierced  the  gums  (the  four  second  molars), 
the  process  of  dentition  is  finished.  ^ 

It  is  not  without  object  that  I  have  spoken  of  groups ;  you  will 
see  that  a  knowledge  of  this  arraTigement  is  very  important  in 
respect  to  weaning.  It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  consideration,  that 
immediately  after  a  group  of  teeth  has  appeared,  there  is  an  in- 
terval of  rest  for  the  child.  Profit,  then,  by  this  interval  to 
wean,  for  the  moment  is  propitious.  Do  you  know  what  is  com- 
monly done  ?  Children  are  weaned  indifferently  when  they  have 
two,  seven,  nine,  eleven,  fourteen  teeth ;  no  attention  is  paid  to 
the  number.  Now,  I  entreat  you  to  pay  cl«>se  attention  to  this, 
otherwise  you  will  lose  your  little  patients  by  that  terrible  aftiec- 
tion  of  the  intestines,  cholera  infantum. 
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Yoa  will  often  be  consulted  as  to  the  time  for  weaning ;  never 
give  an  opinion,  then^fore,  until  after  a  scrupulous  examination 
of  the  state  of  the  dentition,  and  do  not  authorize  the  mother  to 
wean  her  infant  until  it  has  six,  twelve,  or  sixteen  teeth.  Good 
practitioners  will  never  permit  a  child  to  be  weaned  af^er  the 
evolution  of  the  first  two  teeth  ;  the  patient  is  too  young ;  he  is 
ordinarily  but  eight  months  old.  It  is  only  by  careful  manage- 
ment that  you  will  succeed  after  the  eruption  of  the  third  group ; 
still,  if  you  are  strongly  urged  by  the  parents,  consent,  for  you 
have  before  you  a  month  or  six  weeks  of  respite  before  the  evolu- 
tion of  the  fourth  group.  Allow  it,  then,  in  case  of  necessity, 
but  never  forget  that  the  child  has  only  six  teeth,  that  he  is  only 
a  year  old,  and  that  artificial  alimentation  will  not  always  be 
successful. 

The  most  favorable  period  for  weaning  is,  beyond  all  doubt, 
the  interval  separating  the  fourth  from  the  fifth  group.  The 
child,  in  fact,  is  armed  with  twelve  teeth,  eight  incisors,  and  four 
molars,  and  he  has  before  him  a  tolerably  long  time  of  rest, 
about  two  mouths,  during  which  there  is  no  reason  to  dread  any 
intestinal  trouble,  and  when  the  canines  begin  to  appear  (which 
group  causes  the  greatest  danger  in  its  evolution),  he  is  accus- 
tomed to  his  new  diet,  and  prepared  for  the  crisis,  which  he  is 
about  to  undergo. 

Learn,  then,  to  wait  until  after  the  fourth  group,  before  wean- 
ing. If  the  health  of  the  mother  or  nurse,  or  the  circumstances 
of  the  family,  oblige  you  to  authorize  an  early  weaning,  always 
see  that  there  are  six  teeth ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  you  are  not 
obliged  to  yield  to  considerations  of  this  nature,  do  not  allow 
weaning  until  you  can  count  twelve. 

Do  not  imagine  that  things  always  go  on  so  regularly.  You 
will  see  children  who  have  the  molars  before  the  incisors,  or  the 
superior  incisors  before  the  inferior  incisors  ;  for  although  denti- 
tion ordinarily  takes  place  in  the  way  I  have  described,  it  is  no 
less  true  that  it  frequently  presents  irregularities  which  greatly 
perplex  the  physician  who  is  earnestly  watching  for  an  interval 
of  repose.  In  such  a  case,  do  the  best  which  the  circumstances 
will  admit  of;  examine  the  state  of  the  gums,  and  have  the  child 
weaned  immediately  after  the  complete  evolution  of  a  tooth, 
which  will  probably  be  followed  by  a  period  of  repose,  during 
which  you  will  have  leisure  to  guard  against  evil  consequences. 

Among  the  afiections  which  are  common  to  dentition,  the  most 
important,  the  most  grave,  and  the  most  obstinate,  are  seated  in 
the  alimentary  canal.  A  few  days  before  it  begins,  the  infant  is 
restless,  wakeful,  cries  violently,  sucks  its  fingers,  bites  the  nipple, 
refuses  to  feed,  if  it  takes  supplementary  nourishment,  and  some- 
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times  will  not  narse.  Its  gums  are  red,  and  there  is  a  very 
evident  prominence  at  the  points  which  the  teeth  are  about  to 
pierce ;  there  is  cough,  the  voice  is  changed,  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  mouth  is  irritated.  From  the  moment  the  child  has 
two  teeth,  the  neighboring  gums  become  inflamed,  and  the  pro- 
truded teeth  will  be  surrounded  by  a  ring  of  red  and  swollen  gum. 

If  you  give  mercury  to  a  person  who  has  no  natural  teeth,  but 
who  wears  an  artificial  set,  you  will  not  see  salivation,  nor  mer- 
curial stomatitis  follow.  But  if  the  patient  have  a  single  tooth 
remaining  which  has  escaped  destruction,  the  eflTects  of  the  mer- 
cury are  manifested  around  it.  The  gum  surrounding  the  tooth 
will  inflame,  while  the  rest  of  the  mouth  will  be  free  from  dis- 
ease. The  same  is  true  with  regard  to  the  first  two  teeth  ;  their 
eruption  causes  no  affection  of  the  gums,  which,  however,  swell 
and  become  red  with  the  evolution  of  the  second  and  succeed- 
ing groups. 

In  almost  all  children  the  process  of  dentition  is  accompanied 
with  diarrhea.  This  is  sometimes  moderate,  consisting  of  three 
or  four  dejections  only,  daily,  but  is  frequently  excessive,  with 
green  stools,  resembling  chopped  herbs,  or  grains  of  curdled 
milk,  with  glairy,  and  sometimes  bloody  matter.  In  certain 
cases  marked  tenesmus  manifests  itself,  with  prolapsus  of  the 
rectum.  These  symptoms,  which  precede,  by  several  days,  the 
eruption  of  the  tooth,  often  continue,  and  even  last  until  the 
entire  group  penetrates  the  gums.  If  the  diarrhea  does  not 
cease,  you  are  aware  what  treatment  should  be  adopted,  and  what 
attention  should  be  paid  to  the  diet.  You  will  restrain  and  miti- 
gate it  as  much  as  possible. 

Would  you  advise  weaning  during  this  diarrhea  ?  No,  unless 
the  nurse's  milk  seems  to  keep  up  the  intestinal  flux. 

During  the  summer  season,  the  injurious  effects  of  dentition 
are  chiefly  directed  towards  the  intestines,  very  rarely  upon  the  air 
passages.  Intestinal  derangements,  fever,  peripneumonic  catarrh, 
and  other  morbid  pulmonary  manifestations,  occur  in  the 
winter. 

I  must  warn  you  against  a  popular  prejudice  which  I  advise 
you  to  oppose  on  every  occasion  that  offers.  You  will  hear  it  said 
again  and  again,  that  diarrhea  is  beneficial  to  children  ;  believe 
it  not,  for  too  often  it  will  cause  the  death  of  your  little 
patient.  Diarrhea  prepares  the  way  for  chronic  enteritis,  and 
chronic  enteritis  debilitates  and  destroys  its  victims.  On  the 
contrary,  restrain  the  intestinal  flux,  and  you  will  find  that  the 
other  symptoms  are  much  better  borne. 

In  the  same  way,  it  is  considered  highly  advantageous  to  leave 
untouched  the  filth  which  covers  the  head  of  a  new  born  infant 
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This  ridiculous  prejudice  no  longer  exists  in  England  or  America; 
let  us  do  away  with  it  here. 

When,  during  dentition,  the  evacuations  are  merely  more  loose 
than  common,  without  amounting  to  diarrhea,  this  slight  deriva- 
tive effort  requires  no  interference,  but  it  should  not  be  allowed 
to  continue  too  long. 

It  has  been  said  that  convulsions  are  common  with  infants 
whose  bowels  are  constipated,  but  do  not  attack  those  who  have 
diarrhea.  This  is  not  true.  Convulsions  almost  always  accom- 
pany diarrhea,  and  are  prevented  by  a  good  state  of  the  bowels. 

I  call  your  attention  particularly  to  the  diet,  as  a  point  of  the 
greatest  importance.  If  you  neglect  caution  in  this  respect, 
you  will  have  diarrhea,  followed  by  enteritis,  serious  indigestion, 
and  eclampsia.  Nothing  is  more  common  than  severe  cases  of 
indigestion,  aggravated  by  enteritis,  and  leading  to  convulsions ; 
and  nothing  is  more  alarming  to  the  parents,  who  generally  lose 
their,  senses,  and  while  the  domestics  or  the  neighbors  run  to 
bring  the  doctor,  the  mother,  following  the  advice  of  some  officious 
gossip,  pours  hot  water  over  the  hands  and  feet  of  her  infant ;  he 
is  scalded)  and  dies  from  the  eflfects  of  it.  This  reminds  me  of 
what  occurred  to  an  eminent  brother-physician.  Professor  Mar- 
jolin,  during  the  course  of  a  typhoid  fever,  which  threw  him  into 
a  state  of  profound  stupor.  They  applied  to  his  legs  napkins 
wet  with  water  at  a  temperature  of  158°  Fahr.  Large  eschars 
followed,  which  were  not  completely  healed  for  several  months. 

If  convulsions  occur,  the  less  you  do,  the  better.  The  attack, 
indeed,  is  most  frequently  over  when  you  arrive,  and  although 
there  may  be  a  slight  recurrence  once  or  twice  during  the  day, 
the  remembrance  of  it  only  is  left,  the  day  after.  If  there  have 
been  indigestion,  administer  a  laxative,  in  order  to  expel  any  un- 
digested food ;  allow  the  child  to  nurse  but  little,  give  it  water 
with  some  albuminous  substance  in  solution,  and  in  an  urgent 
case,  a  bath,  and  you  will  soon  see  the  alarming  train  of  symp- 
toms disappear.  Almost  any  treatment  succeeds  in  the  majority 
of  cases,  even  the  infinitesimal  doses  of  that  absurd  system — 
homeopathy. 


♦  »• 


V  FOUR  MONTHS  IN  EUROPE. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Messrs.  Editors: — Having  recently  returned  from  a  four 
months'  tour  through  parts  of  France,  Italy,  Austria,  Prussia, 
Germany,  Holland,  England,  and  Scotland,  which  I  was  induced 
to  take,  with  a  view  to  improve  my  somewhat  impaired  health,  by 
relaxation,  for  a  while,  from  active  and  laborious  professional  life, 
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and  for  general  observation  and  improvement  in  the  practical  de- 
partment of  our  profession,  I  can  not  bnt  feel  that  1  have  made 
one  discovery  worthy  of  being  recorded  and  made  public. 

Eapid  as  I  made  a  journey  of  over  11,580  miles,  in  but  a  few 
days  over  four  months,  yet  I  made  it  my  business  to  visit  most  of 
the  Medical  institutions.  Hospitals  and  Museums  of  all  the  impor- 
tant places  through  which  I  passed. 

My  particular  department  led  me  to  make  the  acquaintance  of 
the  most  distinguished  surgeons  of  the  several  countries  above 
named,  and  especially  to  renew  the  acquaintance  of  some  whom 
it  had  been  my  pleasure  to  meet  for  the  first  time  in  1841, 
and  again  in  1848.  Among  those  of  the  former  class,  in.  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  were  Mr.  Hey,  late  of  Leeds,  but  now  surgeon 
of  York  Hospital,  and  grandson  of  the  celebrated  ophthalmic  sur- 
geon of  olden  times,  and  of  the  former  place ;  also  at  Edinburgh, 
the  grandson  of  the  surgical  author.  Sir  Benjamin  Bell,  whose 
given  name,  if  not  title,  has  descended  to  the  third  generation. 
Through  my  old  and  much  esteetned  friend.  Prof.  Handyside,  I 
was  introduced  to  the  world-renowned  Prof.  Simpson,  the  discov- 
erer of  chloroform  as  an  anesthetic,  and  equally  celebrated  for 
his  treatment  of  female  diseases. 

When  it  was  not  convenient  to  obtain  an  introduction  to  sur- 
geons in  any  other  way,  whose  acquaintance  I  desired  to  make, 
my  practice  was  to  present  my  carc^,  and  in  this  way,  in  true 
Yankee  style,  introduce  myself.  On  one  of  my  visits  to  the 
Royal  Infirmary  of  Edinburgh,  I  inquired  for,  and  presented  my 
card  to.  Prof.  Syme ;  when  I  took  oa*asion  to  remind  him  that  I 
had  been  introduced  to  him  some  years  since,  both  in  that  place 
and  in  London.  In  the  same  Hospital  and  in  the  same  operating 
theater  we  were  about  to  enter,  L  reminded  him  of  my  being 
present,  and  having  witnessed  his  performance  of  two  surgical 
operations  in  1841 — that  the  late  Sir  Chas.  Bell  was  also  present, 
by  whose  side  I  had  the  honor  to  sit,  and  who  remarked,  as  Mr. 
Syme  was  about  to  commence  operation  (on  observing  that  he 
was  provided  with  dark,  long  cuffs  drawn  over  his  coat  sleeves, 
and  closely  buttoned  to  his  wrists),  that  "  that  was  the  greatest 
improvement  which  had  been  made  in  practical  surgery  for  the 
last  quarter  of  a  century."  Before  I  had  time  to  repeat  the 
above  quotation,  it  was  on  the  tongue  of  Mr.  Syme,  who  remem- 
bered it  very  distinctly. 

If  Sir  Charles  could  have  been  present  to  witness  the  amputa- 
tion of  a  leg  below  the  knee,  by  Mr.  Syme,  in  July  last,  as  I  did, 
without  his  having  on  the  extra  cuffs  or  sleeves — having  on  a 
handsome  dress  coat,  with  only  the  borders  of  the  cuffs  turned 
over,  and  beneath  them,  clean  shirt  wristbands,  extending  down 


476  Editorial  amd  Mi»edlany.  [Ociolier, 

to  the  back  of  hb  hands ;  and  yet,  80  dexteronslj  and  neatly  was 
the  operation  done,  that  not  a  drop  of  blood  reached  any  ii  his 

garments — perhaps  he  would  hare  been  induced  to  say  that  Mr. 
yme  had  made  still  further  improvements  in  the  art  of  operadive 
surgery. 

I  was  quite  anxious  to  visit  Dr.  Chas.  Clay,  of  Manchester,  the 
celebrated  ovariotomy  surgeon.  I  introduced  myself  with  my 
visiting  card.  He  received  me  with  the  utmost  frankness  and 
cordiality,  and,  in  a  few  moments,  we  seemed  to  be  as  intimate 
as  old  and  familiar  friends. 

He  practices  general  surgery — ^but  has  miu^h  of  his  time  em- 
^oyed  in  the  treatment  of  female  diseases.  His  forte,  or  spe- 
cialty, if  you  please  so  to  call  it,  is  the  operation  for  the  removal 
of  ovarian  tumors.  This  was  the  subject  of  our  conversation — 
and  in  a  few  minutes  he  invited  me  to  visit  with  him  a  patient 
upon  whom  he  operated  six  days  before  for  the  removal  of  a 
large  ovarian  tumor.  In  my  presence  he  removed  most  of  the 
remaining  sutures  of  an  extensive  abdominal  wound,  which  had 
all  united  "  by  the  first  intention,"  except  at  the  lower  point  oc- 
cupied by  the  ligature  placed  around  the  vessels  of  the  broad 
ligament  and  Fallopian  tube.  The  patient  w«s  cheerful,  and  in 
good  condition,  and  in  every  respect  the  appearances  indicated  a 
speedy  and  perfect  recovery.  This  was  his  seventynsixth  case; 
and  he  informed  me  that  he  had  on  hand  another,  a  lady  from 
Liverpool,  upon  whom  he  should  operate  the  next  week.  He  po- 
litely invited  me  to  remain  in  the  place,  and  be  present  at  the 
operation.  My  return  passage  was  taken  in  the  steamer  Atlantic, 
which  compelled  me  to  forego  the  pleasure  of  such  a  surgical 
treat,  and  to  make  my  way  to  Liverpool. 

Dr.  Clay  proffered  me  a  letter  of  introduction  to  Mr.  Beckei^ 
stith,  of  Liverpool,  who  sent  to  Mr.  C.  the  patient  upon  whom  he 
was  about  to  operate.  In  the  absence  of  the  senior  Mr.  Becker- 
stith,  to  whom  the  introductory  note  was  addressed,  I  was  received 
by  his  son,  a  young  surgeon  of  much  promise,  and  who  invited 
me  to  witness  an  operation  for  lithotomy  which  he  was  to  per- 
form on  the  day  of  the  sailing  of  the  steamer — at  an  hour,  how- 
ever, too  late  to  permit  me  to  have  embraced  it. 

Here,  in  justice  to  my  own  feelings,  I  can  not  but  express  my 
high  appreciation  of  the  kind  and  friendly  attentions  I  received 
at  the  hands  of  the  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  surgeons,  as  well  as 
those  of  the  Provincial  surgeons  of  England.  I  am  especially 
indebted  to  the  politeness  of  Prof,  Simpson  and  Dr.  Handyside ; 
and  I  am  constrained  to  add,  that  I  should  feel  still  further  grat- 
ified if  I  could  say  the  same  of  some  of  the  surgeons  of  the  great 
metropolis  of  England.     But  I  find  I  have  wandered  from  my 
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subject,  and  I  fear  have  laid  myself  open  to  the  charge  of  **  ad- 
vertising myself! " 

I  have  said  that  I  have  made  one  discovery  worthy  of  being 
made  known,  even  to  the  American  medical  profession.  White  in 
London  I  visited  St.  Paul's  Cathedral ;  not  particularly,  however, 
with  a  view  to  examine  its  immensely  magnificent  structure,  as  I 
had  done  so  years  before,  but  with  a  view  to  see  the  monument 
that  had  been  erected,  since  my  last  visit,  to  commemorate  the 
name  and  fame  of  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  one  of  the  most  noble  and 
skillful  surgeons  of  his  or  any  other  age.  I  am  no  "  man-wor- 
shiper," but  if  I  ever  looked  upon  and  venerated  any  man  as 
being  worthy  of  all  confidence  in  the  art  and  science  of  surgery, 
it  was  Sir  Astley  Cooper.  While  living,  I  had  an  intense  desire 
to  see  the  man  of  such  world-wide  reputation  as  a  surgeon ;  but 
in  this  wish  I  was  never  gratified.  He  died  but  a  short  time  be- 
fore my  first  visit  to  London  in  the  spring  of  1841.  But  how 
shall  I  express  my  surprise  at  seeing  chiseled  in  the  marble, 
intended  to  represent  his  noble  and  majestic  figure,  that  he  died 
in  1842!  On  making  this  discovery,  I  directed  to  it  the  atten- 
tion of  the  sexton,  or  person  having  charge  of  the  building ; 
who,  of  course,  was  unable  to  explain  the  error,  or  to  throw  any 
light  upon  the  subject.  I  left  London  shortly  after  this  visit  to 
St.  Paul's — and  it  was  not  till  I  had  visited  Scotland,  and  on  my 
return,  had  reached  Liverpool,  that  I  could  refer  to  the  published 
date  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Cooper.  On  mentioning  the  subject  to 
surgeon  Beckerstith,  he  immediately  repaired  to  his  library, 
which  was  very  extensive,  took  down  a  volume  of  Sir  Astley 
Cooper's  Biography,  and  soon  turned  to  the  point,  where  it  stated 
that  he  died  **  six  minutes  past  one,  P.  M.,  on  the  12th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1841,  in  the  73d  year  of  his  age."  Lest  I  might  have 
been  mistaken  in  my  impression  as  to  the  inscription  on  the  mon- 
ument, I  wrote  back  from  Liverpool  to  an  old  friend  in  London,  re- 
questing him  to  visit  the  monument,  and  to  report  to  me  in  writing. 
Since  my  return  to  America,  and  within  the  last  few  days,  I  have 
received  a  letter  from  him,  in  which  the  mistake  is  confirmed. 

So  far  as  the  fame  and  good  name  of  Sir  Astley  Cooper  is  con- 
cerned, it  matters  but  little  whether  the  inscription  on  the  mon- 
ument is  correct  or  not,  as  to  the  precise  time  of  his  death.  No 
matter,  even,  if  no  monument  at  all  had  been  erected  to  perpet- 
uate his  memory,  so  long  as  that  memory  shall  be  cherished  in 
the  hearts  of  the  profession,  and  among  the  people  at  large ;  and 
while  his  published  works  on  surgical  subjects  remain  the  monu- 
ments of  his  industry,  of  his  skill,  and  of  his  benevolence,  it 
matters  little  whether  an  error,  inscribed,  even  on  marble,  exist 
now  or  not.     But  when  we  reflect,  that  generation  after  genera- 
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tion,  for  centuries  and  for  centuries,  may  pass  away ;  when  we 
consider  the  perishable  and  combustible  material  of  records  in 
manuscript  and  in  books,  it  would  seem  proper  that  the  marble, 
safely  deposited  as  it  is  in  a  structure  that  has  stood  the  test  of 
time  and  the  influence  of  the  elements  for  many  centuries,  should 
be  made  a  faithful  record  of  the  earthly  end  of  Sir  A.  Cooper. 

The  Londoners  may  think  we  are  meddling  with  that  which 
does  not  concern  us,  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  that  we 
have  no  right  to  suggess  a  correction  of  so  gross  an  error.  Al- 
though Sir  Astley  Cooper  was  an  Englishman,  aud  lived  and  died 
in  London,  yet  his  professional  reputation  belonged  to  no  nation, 
but  to  the  world, — and  I  will  assure  our  transatlantic  friends, 
that,  as  Americans,  we  cherish  his  memory.       Alden  March. 

Albany,  New  York,  September  lltb,  1856. 


AMERICAN  CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  MEDICAL  KNOWLEDGE. 

The  multiplicity  of  medical  periodicals  in  the  United  States 
evinces  a  degree  of  activity  in  the  medical  mind  of  our  country- 
men that  has  no  parallel  elsewhere ;  for  while  we  have  between 
thirty-five  and  forty  regular  medical  journals,  besides  the  period- 
ical issue  of  the  transactions  of  a  large  •  number  of  societies,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  publications  by  the  Eclectic,  Botanic,  Homeo- 
pathic, Hydropathic,  and  other  quondam  brethren,  we  believe  that 
the  British  and  French  have  only  about  a  dozen  each,  and  that 
the  whole  of  Europe  does  not  furnish  as  many  as  we  do.  And 
yet  it  is  yery  questionable  whether  this  state  of  things  will  ulti- 
mately prove  beneficial  to  the  profession  at  large,  or  even  to  its 
American  branch. 

Under  existing  circumstances,  no  one  can  become  acquainted 
with  the  workings  of  the  American  medical  mind  without  read- 
ing a  number  of  periodicals  well  calculated  to  stagger  any  but 
an  editor,  and  even  editors  are  not  always  proof  against  the  accu- 
mulated load  of  thMr  table.  It  can  not  be  denied  that  by  in- 
creasing the  number  of  journals  we  correspondingly  multiply 
that  of  contributors.  Many  a  physician,  the  result  of  whose 
observations  might  be  useful,  will  feel  himself  stimulated  to  write 
and  to  impart  his  experience  to  others,  if  a  journal  be  started  in 
his  neighborhood,  who  would  otherwise  have  remained  silent. 
Others  will  be  disposed  to  imitate  his  example,  and  unexpectedly, 
perhaps,  realize  the  fact  that  they  also  have  views  that  ought  to 
be  made  known,  and  that  writing  is  not  so  diflScult  as  they 
thought,  nor  the  exclusive  privilege  of  the  favored  few.  Men  are 
thus  accidentally  trained  to  the  art  of  composition,  and  often  be- 
come accomplished  writers.     In  this  way  journals  are  eminently 
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useful  within  the  sphere  of  their  influence,  and  we  would  be  the 
last  to  approve  of  any  diminution  of  their  number.  We  would, 
on  the  contrary,  like  to  see  as  many  published  as  the  profession 
can  or  will  support.  But  we  must  repeat  that,  in  the  present  state 
of  things,  much  of  the  most  valuable  matter  intended  to  reach 
the  general  eye  through  such  channels  is  never  heard  of  beyond 
the  more  or  less  restricted  limits  of  their  own  circulation. 

It  can  not  be  expected  that  any  practitioner  in  the  United  States 
will  subscribe  to  all  the  American  periodicals,  besides  those  from 
abroad ;  and  if  any  were  found  so  liberally  inclined,  it  is  not  pre- 
sumable that  he  would  or  could  give  them  all  even  a  hasty  pe- 
rusal. With  the  exception  of  the  copies  we  send  to  Europe  in 
exchange  for  their  publications,  we  may  say  that  our  periodicals 
are  entirely  unknown  in  foreign  countries — whereas  several  of 
their  journals  are  reprinted  in  this  country,  and  extensively  pa- 
tronized. The  writings  of  Europeans  are  not  only  brought 
directly  to  us,  but  our  own  journals  cull  most  assiduously  from 
them  every  paragraph  supposed  to  possess  the  least  interest. 
While  our  local  periodicals  are  thus  actively  engaged  in  herald- 
ing the  achievements  of  Europe,  those  of  domestic  origin  remain 
unnoticed.  In  addition  to  the  extensive  circulation  among  us  of 
European  journals  and  reprints,  the  publications  of  Braithwaite 
and  Banking  give  a  degree  of  permanency  to  their  papers  which 
is  denied  our  own.  I  say,  denied  our  own,  because  it  is  quite 
notorious  that  these  "retrospects"  and  "abstracts"  are  devoted 
to  the  propagation  of  European  views,  and  almost  entirely  silent 
with  regard  to  what  is  said  or  done  in  America.  Take  up  these 
semi-annuals,  number  after  number,  and  you  will  look  in  vain 
for  any  evidence  of  the  mental  activity  to  which  we  have  re- 
ferred. Can  it  be  that  we  do  or  say  nothing  worthy  of  perma- 
nent record?  Foreigners  are  perhaps  not  so  much  to  blame  in 
this  matter,  when  some  of  our  leading  periodicals  make  an  equally 
meager  showing  for  us  under  their  heads  of  "Domestic  Sum- 
mary," "  American  Intelligence,"  &c.  There  is  indeed  no  jour- 
nal issued  in  our  country  which  contains  even  the  slightest 
notice  of  one-fourth  of  the  valuable  contributions  to  medical 
knowledge  by  American  writers.  The  petty  jealousies  of  rival 
schools  and  cities,  and  the  more  significant  evil  of  sectionalism, 
tend  materially  to  fetter  periodicals  sustained  by  antagonistic 
interests,  and  consequently  to  restrict  their  sphere  of  usefulness. 
We  might  mention  some  important  discoveries  in  diagnosis,  and 
in  the  treatment  of  particular  diseases,  which  have  never  been 
alluded  to  in  rival  cities  and  sections  of  the  Union,  while  some  of 
the  veriest  puerilities  of  foreign  prints  will  be  found  going  the 
round  in  every  journal  of  the  land. 
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Now,  we  need  a  remedy  for  the  eTiLs  pointed  oat,  smd  the 
object  of  these  remarks  is,  to  urge  upon  the  profession  the 
adoption  of  one  that  may  be  efiTectnal,  without  interfering  with 
the  interests  already  involved  in  local  joamalisra.  Let  a 
work  be  published  by  subscription,  semi-annually,  bearing  the 
title  at  the  head  of  this  article,  or  any  other  of  similar  im- 
port. Let  it  consist  of  three  parts:  the  first  to  be  made  up 
exclusively  of  such  papers  contained  in  the  original  depart- 
ments of  the  American  Medical  Journals,  as  may  be  deemed  by 
competent  supervisors,  worthy  of  permanent  record;  the  second, 
to  be  devoted  to  the  review  of  American  books  on  medicine  and 
its  collateral  branches ;  and  the  third  part,  to  contain  abstracts  of 
the  contents  of  our  medical  journals,  general  medical  intelli- 
gence, etc  Let  the  conductors  of  such  a  journal  be  men  of 
industrious  habits  as  well  as  of  competent  abilities,  whose  sole 
object  will  be  to  furnish  us  a  complete  and  impartial  reflex  of  the 
workings  of  the  American  medk^al  mind  during  the  six  preceding 
months.  Such  a  work,  if  well  conducted,  would  enable  us  to  be- 
come acquainted  with  the  views  of  men  of  ability  in  every  section 
of  the  countrv,  and  would  at  once  become  a  standard  book  of 
reference  in  Europe,  as  well  as  in  America.  Writers  might  then 
enjoy  the  satisfaction  of  contributing  to  the  literature  of  their 
own  immediate  neighborhood,  and  still  feel  that  by  so  doing, 
their  labor  was  not  necessarily  restricted  to  the  limits  of  their 
local  periodicaL  With  the  consciousness  that  merit  would  entitle 
their  papers  to  a  place  in  the  proposed  national  work,  they  would 
be  actuated  by  an  incentive  which  they  do  not  now  experience, 
and  would  strive  to  do  themselves  credit  abroad,  as  well  as  at 
home.  Such  a  work  would  not  conflict  with  the  interest  of  exist- 
ing periodicals,  because  it  would  publish  no  paper  that  had  not 
already  appeared  in  a  local  journal,  with  the  exception  of  reviews. 
Physicians  would  naturally  continue  to  support  the  journal  of  their 
own  neighborhood,  and  take  also  the  national  work  for  more  ex- 
tended knowledge,  as  they  do  now  the  reprints  <^  European 
retrospects. 

We  have  no  doubt  that  such  a  work,  as  we  propose,  would  meet 
with  the  approbation  and  patronage  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, if  the  subject  were  brought  before  that  enlightene<l  body  at 
their  next  meeting.  We  appeal  to  our  editorial  brethren,  through- 
out the  length  and  breadth  of  our  great  confederacy,  to  aid  us  in 
bringing  about  so  desirable  an  undertaking.  Surely  there  are 
many  men  in  our  large  cities  who  have  the  requisite  qualifications 
for  such  a  task ;  and  who,  living  where  the  facilities  for  printing 
and  general  dissemination  are  abundant,  might  find  it  advan- 
tageous to  embark  in  the  enterprizc. — Soidh.  Msd,  and  Sur.  Jour. 
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[Reported  to  the  Lawrenoe  Go.  Med.  Soe.  Sept.  9th.  '56.] 

Art.  1. — Death  from  Scirrhus  of  the  Stomachy  with  post  mortem 
examination^  by  D.  Leasure,  M.  D.,  of  Newcastle,  Pa. 

About  the  middle  of  July  last,  W.  D.  Janker,  aged  fifty  one, 
applied  at  the  office,  stating  that  he  had  some  pain  in  the  stom- 
ach at  times,  of  rather  a  singular  character,  but  otherwise  his 
health  was  never  better.  On  making  minute  inquiries,  I  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  he  labored  under  some  of  the  ordinary  forms 
of  indigestion,  and  recommended  care  in  regard  to  diet,  and  dis- 
missed the  case  from  my  mind.  On  the  25th  of  August  he  again 
directed  my  attention  to  his  case,  stating  that  the  seat  of  the 
pain  had  changed,  and  that  he  now  felt  it  in  the  right  side.  His 
health,  otherwise,  was  good,  and  the  pain  gave  no  inconvenience 
except  in  the  evening,  about  seven  or  eight  o'clock,  when  after 
lasting  for  a  couple  of  hours  it  would  cease,  to  return  at  the  same 
period  next  evening.  The  pain  seemed  to  be  of  a  neuralgic 
character ;  and  as  nearly  every  disepe  in  our  district  assumed  an 
intermittent  type,  owing  to  our  being  in  a  malarious  district,  and 
in  the  hight  of  an  endemic  of  intermittent  fever,  I  put  him  on 
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tbe  use  of  solpliate  of  qornia  in  cooJtuKCixi  vrtli  Ae  ei^mmd 
powder  of  opiam  and  ipecac:  This  seemed  tio  prjdaee  tke  dsred 
effect  as  long  as  he  used  it,  bat  oa  stopping  tlie  powders  the  pain 
retamed. 

Aboat  the  first  of  Septem!)er  he  began  li>  cmnplain  of  a  sense 
of  fallnes  aboot  the  ivctoin  which  was  not  rm»>Ted  «in  de&cttion. 
On  examination  per  anam,  I  discovered  a  Terr  foil  state  of 
the  hemorrhoidal  resaels,  and  as  his  ton^nev  which  had  hitherto 
been  normal,  was  cofunderablj  coated  and  brown,  and  the  tunica 
adnata  of  a  jellow  hoe,  I  formed  the  opinion  that  there  was  some 
ohstmction  in  the  portal  cimilatioa,  and  ^ider  the  nse  of  a  tctj 
mild  memirial  coarse  for  a  few  dajs,  these  srmptocns  disappeared, 
learing  him  in  his  ordinarr  health,  with  the  exeepam  of  his 
evening  exacerbations  of  pwi,  whidi  were  after  a  while  confined 
to  no  particnlar  part,  bat  woold  be  sometimes  one  place,  and  bye 
and  bje  another,  thoagfa  still  seemingl j  necuidgic  in  its  character. 

Daring  all  this  time,  his  bowels  thongh  sluggish,  were  not  con- 
stipated, and  when  he  took  mild  laxatives,  as  he  sereral  times 
did,  thej  procored  free  eracxiations  of  appan^ntlj  healthj  dis- 
diarge&  Fjt  the  evening  paii»  he  took  an  ordinarj  doae  of  sal- 
phake  of  morphia,  with  the  effect  of  entirelj  avoiding  his  attad^ 
of  pain.  Thas  he  continued  with  little  alteration  till  the  first  of 
Oetober,  having,  in  the  meantime,  risited  the  citj  of  Kttsborgfa 
twice,  and  Chu!a^  once;  his  appetite  all  the  while  remaining 
Terj  guod,  and  digestion  apparentlj  onimparvd.  his  tongue  dean, 
his  skin  nataral,  his  bowels  solable,  with  no  naosca  or  sickness 
of  the  stomadi  whatever,  his  pulse  aboat  sixtj-foor,  and  %A  irs 
nsaal  rolame,  and  in  sh(urt,  nothing  seemed  to  manifest  itself  to 
create  anj  aneasiness  as  to  his  being  in  any  immediate  danger. 

Aboat  the  first  of  October,  his  sTEB|M:oms  became  more  argent, 
though  he  did  not  sutler  except  from  his  evening  pains^  which  re- 
qoired  largi^r  doses  of  morphia  to  axert  them.  I  now  made  a 
m(»re  critrcal  examinatioa  of  his  ease,  bat  with  the  exception  of  a 
dallt  obtose  soreness  on  pressure  in  the  right  hypochondriac 
region,  where  there  seemed  some  nimatural  fullness,  I  coold  dis- 
cover nothing  oat  of  the  way.  At  his  oirn  n?quest»  I  gave  him 
twenty  grains  of  calomel,  and  followed  it  with  castcK-  oil,  which 
prodoeed  the  ordinary    evacuations  afier  soeh  medicines,   and 
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about  the  tenth  of  October,  he  seemed  much  better,  so  that  on 
the  twelfth  I  left  him  and  was  absent  from  home  till  the  twentieth. 
On  my  return  I  learned  that  on  the  thirteenth  he  had  a  violent 
attack  of  what  appeared  to  be  acute  peritoneal  inflammation,  when 
he  called  in  my  friend,  Dr.  I.  H.  M.  Peelles,  who  administered 
for  him  till  my  return,  after  which  we  attended  in  concert.  On 
again  subjecting  his  abdomen  to  examination,  we  discovered  that 
the  colon  was  very  much  enlarged  or  distended  with  solid  matter, 
from  the  lower  part  of  the  sigmoid  flexure  the  whole  way  up  to, 
and  along  the  transverse  arch.  It  required  very  deep  and 
firm  pressure  to  detect  it,  as  the  abdominal  walls  seemed  of  un- 
nsual  thickness.  There  was  some  soreness  over  the  sigmoid  flexure 
on  deep  pressure,  but  not  much. 

The  appetite  was  now  impaired ;  the  pulse  was  more  frequent, 
amounting  to  eighty;  the  tongue  very  little  furred;  still  no 
nausea,  unless  when  he  took  medicines  of  an  unpleasant  taste ; 
and  no  vomiting.  We  now  ordered  enemata  of  warm  water  and 
molasses,  which  were  followed  by  a  copious  evacuation  of  hardened 
scybala,  showing  the  presence  of  impaction  of  the  colon.  As 
soon  as  the  bowels  were  relieved  of  this  portion  of  scybala,  he 
grew  sick  at  stomach,  and  vomited ;  and  after  this  he  frequently 
vomited  when  he  would  take  medicine,  and  we  relied  almost 
entirely  on  the  use  of  injections  to  remove  the  packing  of  the 
colon.  I  introduced  the  stomach  tube  into  the  rectum,  and  threw 
up  warm  soap-suds  till  the  bowels  would  retain  no  more ;  after 
which  he  would  pass  large  portions  of  the  hardened  lumps  of 
feces. 

At  the  same  time,  he  was  attacked  with  colicky  pains,  which 
we  attributed  to  distension  of  the  recently  evacuated  portion  of 
the  colon  by  gas.  We  gave  him  powdered  charcoal  for  several 
days,  with  oil  of  turpentine  until  the  charcoal  appeared  in  the 
evacuations  following  the  injections,  intermixed  with  lamps  of 
fecal  matter,  when  we  gave  him  a  free  dose  of  castor  oil  and  tur- 
pentine, which  brought  away  what  seemed  to  be  the  last  rem- 
nants of  the  packing,  with  a  large  quantity  of  mucus. 

We  now  fairly  expected  our  patient  to  get  better ;  but  were 
disappointed. 

His  general  appearance  was  worse.     His  pulse  grew  more  fre- 
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queiit,  his  toogne  grew  drj^  Ids  tlunt  wis  intmae.  Us  dm  diy. 
Us  abdomen  more  tender  and  swdlen.  Us  eoontcnance  Imggaid 
and  its  expression  abdominal^  an  obstinate  Uorap  vooU  annoj 
Um  for  boors,  and  he  ceased  to  ask  for  food  at  all ;  nererthelesSf 
he  drank  milk  to  allaj  his  thirst,  vbich  sal  well  on  Us  stomach, 
and  his  bowels  had  natural  discharges  aboot  the  8th  to  the  12th 
of  Norembn-,  which  seemed  to  be  such  stools  as  wonM  follow  a 
milk  diet.  A  large  blister  ]daced  orer  the  abdomen  midgaled 
such  sjmpUmis  as  indicated  peritonitis,  hot  did  no  farther  good, 
though  it  was  afterward  re-ap|died  with  no  better  reanlt.  He 
now  vomited  every  evening  between  eight  and  ten  o^dock.  though 
he  threw  nothing  up  exeept  what  he  had  last  drank.  He  never 
vomited  anything  except  something  he  had  taken  immediatdy 
hefcTt^  though  he  snflkred  a  great  deal  from  nausea.  During  all 
this  time  he  retained  full  possession  of  his  intellect,  unless  I 
exoq>t  the  slight^  half-dreamv  incoherenee,  which  sometimes 
resulted  from  the  opiates  he  took  to  relieve  the  pain  which  was 
growing  worse  daflj.  He  had  no  diarrhea  at  anj  time,  and  the 
liver  and  kidnevs  seemed  to  discharge  their  functions  nwmallj. 
He  was  now  emaciating  ra{ndlv,  and  his  vitality  gradnallv  giving 
out,  and  we  dequdred  of  doing  anything  but  give  rdirf  from 
pain.  Finally,  he  began  to  sink;  and  in  <»der  to  keep  up  vitality 
till  the  latest  moment,  and  thus  shorten  the  final  stage  ^  sink- 
ing, which  is  apt  to  be  prolonged  in  abdominal  disease,  we  put 
him  on  a  free  use  of  brandy  and  water,  which  the  stomadi 
retained  very  well  until  (m  the  20th  of  November;  he  sank  in  a 
few  hours,  and  died  at  eight  in  the  evening. 

Airfopy,  eigiiten  koun  qfler  Deaik. 

On  exposing  the  surface  of  the  abdom^!,  no  unusual  appear- 
ance was  presNited  to  the  eye,  the  bowels  not  seeming  more  foil 
than  in  a  state  of  health.  On  making  pressure,  there  appeared 
to  be  no  unusual  hardness,  except  in  a  region  embracing  pari  of 
the  e|Hgastric,  the  umbilical,  the  right  hypochondriac,  and  right 
lumbar  regions,  where  a  large  solid  body  resisted  downward  pres- 
sure, but  seemed  somewhat  movable.  The  skin  was  of  a  yellow 
ieterode  hue,  all  over  the  body,  bat  especially  the  face.  On 
maUng  an  incision  in  the  median  line  down  to  the  peritoneum. 
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and  opening  that  membrane,*  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen  was 
found  to  be  quite  full  of  a  bloody  serum,  of  which  about  three 
pints  were  lifted  by  the  sponge  before  the  examination  could 
proceed.  On  making  cross  incisions,  and  turning  back  the  flaps, 
I  found  that  the  omentum  presented  a  most  extraoi-dinary 
appearance,  and  adhered  extensively  to  the  anterior  walls  of  the 
cavity.  Carefully  breaking  up  the  adhesions,  I  exposed  the 
whole  anterior  surface  of  the  omentum,  which  had  lost  all  its 
peculiar  characteristics,  and  presented  the  appearance  of  a 
dark,  reddish-brown  granular  mass,  extending  over  the  whole 
anterior  of  the  abdomen,  and  varying  in  thickness  from  half 
an  inch  to  an  inch  and  a  half.  On  turning  up  this  body,  the 
transverse  arch  of  the  colon  was  distinctly  shown,  but  almost 
entirely  enveloped  in  the  same  mass  which  appeared  to  have 
substituted  itself  for  the  omentum.  The  ascending  arch,  from 
the  caput  ccecum  in  its  whole  length,  was  also  enveloped  in  the 
same  manner,  but  more  perfectly,  so  as  to  make  the  gut  have 
the  appearance  of  an  open  tul>e  with  inelastic  sides.  A  few 
scybala  were  found  loose  in  the  cavity  of  the  intestine,  but  no 
impaction. 

The  right  anterior  surface  of  the  stomach  was  united  to  the 
concave  surface  of  the  liver  by  a  dense  deposition  of  the  same 
substance,  which  had  obliterated  all  semblance  of  peritoneum, 
and  the  convex  surface  of  the  liver  was  adherent  in  many  points 
by  the  same  material,  to  the  walls  of  the  cavity.  About  one- 
third  of  the  anterior  surface  of  the  stomach  presented  a  healthy 
appearance.  A  large  and  slightly  movable  tumor  seemed  to 
occupy  the  stomach  itself;  but  on  placing  a  ligature  on  the  oeso- 
phagus near  the  cardiac  orifice,  an  attempt  to  remove  the  stomach 
entire  was  found  to  be  almost  impossible,  and  an  opening  was 
made  into  the  stomach,  in  situ,  when  it  was  discovered  that 
the  interior  of  that  viscus  was  perfectly  healthy,  but  entirely 
empty,  while  the  pyloric  orifice  seemed  to  be  distended  to  its 
utmost  capacity,  and  retained  in  that  position  by  the  inelastic 
mass  of  tumor  which  surrounded  it  on  all  sides,  and  which  was 
adherent  to  a  portion  of  the  concave  surface  of  the  liver,  and  to 
the  posterior  walls  of  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  With  great 
difficulty  I  succeeded  in  tearing  up  the  adhesions,  and  after 
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placing  ligatares  upon  the  daodennm,  I  removed  the  entire  mass. 
The  tumor  was  about  three  inches  in  width,  and  six  in  length, 
irregular  in  its  form,  and  firmly  attached  at  one  side  to  the 
omental  tumor,  of  which  it  seemed  to  be  the  parent,  for  it  showed 
signs  of  having  greater  age  and  maturity.  On  cutting  open  this 
dense  tumor,  its  character  was  at  once  made  manifest  to  every 
professional  man  present  The  scirrhous  characteristics  were 
unmistakable.  The  firm,  yellowish  striated  appearance  of  the 
tumor  could  not  be  mistaken,  and  the  appearance  of  numerous 
true  cancer  cells,  under  the  microscope,  left  no  possibility  of  mis- 
take. I  have  been  induced  to  report  this  case,  because  of  the 
absence  of  vomiting,  one  of  the  prominent  symptoms  usually 
relied  on  as  characteristic  of  cancer  of  the  stomach,  and  the 
presence  of  impaction  of  the  colon,  by  no  means  a  common  or 
necessary  complication  of  that  disease.  Eoth  these  conditions 
were  satisfactorily  accounted  for  on  the  post  mortem  examination. 
The  fixed,  patent  condition  of  the  pyloris,  allowed  the  contents 
of  the  stomach  free  egress  to  the  bowel  below,  and  the  deposition 
of  the  cancerous  matter  around  the  colon  destroyed  the  peristaltic 
action  of  that  viscus,  and  of  course  favored  the  accumulation  of 
the  contents  in  the  form  of  scybalss. 


Art.  II. — Remarks  on   Topical  Treatment  of  the  Air  PassagcB^ 
hy  R.  E.   Haughton,  M.  D.,  of  Richmond,  Ind. 

Having  noticed  the  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  by 
the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine,  to  consider  the  paper  of 
Prof.  Green  upon  the  subject  of  Diseases  of  the  Air  Passages, 
and  their  treatment,  I  wish  to  remark  first  upon  the  first  proposi- 
tion of  the  Committee,  viz:  To  settle  the  question  of  the  passage 
of  the  instrument  into  the  air  passages.  Well,  how  has  it  been 
settled  in  the  language  of  the  Report? — **  That,  in  a  great  ma- 
jority of  instances,  where  injections  are  supposed  to  have  been 
thrown  into  the  air  passages  or  lung,  they  have  passed  directly 
into  the  stomach."  They  would  seem  to  say,  then,  that  possibly 
an  instrument  may  be  introduced  into  the  air  passages,  but  it  is 
quite  doubtful.     Dr.  Green  asserts  that  such  practice  is  feasible 
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in  the  hands  of  an  expert  sargeon,  and  that  it  causes  but  com- 
paratively little  inconvenience  to  the  patient. 

This  is  my  experience,  and  I  now  propose  to  give, 

1st.  Some  reasons  why  I  know  the  instrument,  answering  to 
Trosseau's  injecting  syringe,  in  my  hands  has  passed  into  the  air 
passages,  carrying  a  solution  of  the  strength  of  sixty  grains  to 
the  fluid  ounc«.  • 

2ndly.  Further,  that  the  sponge  probang  has  been  introduced 
into  the  air  passages,  armed  with  a  solution  of  eighty  grains  to 
the  fluid  ounce,  as  Dr.  Green  remarks,  with  comparatively  little 
inconvenience. 

3rdly.  The  utility  of  treating  the  diseases  of  the  air  passages 
with  remedies,  directly  applied  to  the  diseased  surface.  In  the 
first  place,  how  do  we  know  when  a  foreign  body  has  been 
introduced  into  the  air  passages,  and  also  when  introduced  into 
the  esophagus.  In  the  case  of  introduction  into  the  larynx  and 
trachea,  the  rational  signs  were  present,  as  represented  by  the 
Committee  in  every  instance. 

TBACHEA.  ESOPHAOUS. 

Ist.  SufFasion  of  the  face  rapidly  in-  Ist.  Suffusion  slight,  without  much 

creasing  to  turgescence.  effort  at  coughing. 

2nd.  Great  anxiety,  not  easily  pacified.  2nd.  But  little  anxiety. 

3rd.  Eyes  wild  staring,  and  running  3rd.  Eyes  natural,  but  little  suffu- 

over  with  tears.  sion  compared  with  the  other. 

4th.  Cough  more  or  less  violent,  and  4th.  But  little  cough,  soon  snbfid- 

at  times  spasmodic.  ing. 

5th.  Respiration,  for  a  moment  inter-  5th.  Respiration  bat  little  disturbed, 
mpted,  which  produces  the  alarm  and 
excitement. 

Also,  some  additional  rational  signs  I  here  present  not  men- 
tioned in  the  Beport,  and  which  are  valuable,  as  presenting  un- 
deniable evidence  of  the  direction  of  the  instrument.  Not  only 
80,  but  we  have  undeniable  evidence  of  the  direction  of  an 
instrument,  if  we  have  reference,  to  the  anatomical  arrangement 
of  the  parts  about  the  larynx.  We  have  the  air  passages  com- 
posed of  the  lungs,  the  trachea,  the  larynx,  closed  by  a  fibro- 
cartilage  (the  epiglottis).  This  fibroK^rtilage,  its  name  being 
derived  from  a  Greek  wor^,  signifying  upon  the  tongue,  is  in 
shape,  like  a  cardate  leaf,  and  is  immediately  in  front  of  the 
opening  of  the  larynx,  which  it  is  intended  to'  protect  from  all 
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Bafivsc  otf  t&ifr  IjumsLi.  wftitm  s&it  PBfjciaaim  feKtfimfy  iO^smtiL,  vie : 

cj'Hg!:<:iLjv  *ffif£  li-s*  •■iiaLrniiz g  lii*-  Jhzr  iiv  vii^Ji  -lifr  ^lomaiit 
]mlwv%.  TSiitiiL  iiiL  iKiT'uiiLaoi^  jm  intfiDraniiiHiiiL.  jnsifffiit  iSut  ]piL-r»wr.t 
u.  ^QL&&i  ihat  ^ssxL^stt  f urvnurd^  x2  tike  saaut  xSmoa  AEpa&ssm^  iin  ip>^ 
at  t]kt»  r:MC  cMrnr  &Ai£'  intfCznsiBiBiii  %iuji:wa3p£  nSHI  ii  jokSKft  V^.Traffi 

iwttrmk9DSw  ami  5ft  3i  sm  n&ip  ILunniLi^  aoii  is  Aoft  ftftten  mnr  ismiiiniif-  i&i' 
9W  iiiie  nurtinBimfmtt^  as  ia  initt  ithiiufv^4.  appiSkfi  IbriiiBiA.  mat 
fgjrms^i  Bj  tt&H-  •tpr^sofinf^  Tbs  <f-Tadigii£ti'  tsf  idif  tf^^s*  ob  iiDiiJ&£iE3ir 
Mfr  n&  ini"xu!fj£  tti>  tL&i^  pK^onaii  tstf  ihfr  inkfinnisiifiLiL    ^SEeni  "Wft  g ipasBBi 

aft  li.'*  iii^^jitffti  'rf  (dfcrrai-  IbirxigEimi^  a  -iSjitaHtt-.  Binftiw  tjltt  iainjcmii 
cs£  iOkdL  ?rf!iuniiifn.tL  ^vM^it  Hingjkt  ^  stall  d^  j»-  dh*-  -s^igirsoiniiniii 
aiH*fDft:iriaL  'SiT  ^Btt*  pini&ifisaaiL     ISjiw  ^  riiD]!^'!'    Smdi  va»i»  aire- 

haw  itaA  abjir^  rLn]03ciiiZ  ik  ;iEr  ir'^uJiimiiLi.  IiA'SftaC  'df  ELtirnfuLfitj: 

(iflctijij?^  ra-  fTiiu:tiD;iii&.  wi-  id:«f  tilnii^  ilitf-  air  paffls&;gfe»  ^9!?%  'W^r 
KiiDtftiifs  tK9'  milt  iiiwfiinnftt  fmntEoffi-^  aai£  gnniibus'  a  pimitanf  'tyjumjtiinH 
aiti&iifaiftfi.  wfiisrasiff  a&u^  (sv^fmsll  nDiifii^  *!£  tnraatnmsEQ  waa  omEj 
aentfiTifarr^  aai£  iSraMj  ^xrccatrnwEt^  if  an  all  s3l  Ifii^  gimuoplb  » 
CKCtliimlk  a  ^nA£  'nm:.  ami!  dhiuM  Btc  a£i)^Q»&.  ^vdhau  ^(<sir  ami 

QKisciiiiftDit  iii^  iiihin  mi>  aut'cm^jLikiLH  aznL  3iBii;ia£  (jjf'  aObw^mg-  aniidk 
((&r»itiu-  QpraJJJiitS'  'jf  n&H  sunnnm  jortiEttf-  tin-  ssinemi:  hw  ^s(mxJmgmpf^^ 
tsSdi  tlki<<  munrtf  isii:|7iii!tntii:i  :samicinir»»  bsinnm*-  impEuufflKiL  aiii£  sfiLM 
imnra<  jediiim  vioisaimi  Sil^Wis^  ^¥ff  :<F&iiuIi£  aiLoiinqTitii^  uiitf ni  W  a  iiailiaJi 
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Art.  ni. — Case  of  Ihisoning,  ly  Opium.    DeaXK  of  Dr.  Smith. 
By  John  T.  Plummer,  M.  D.,  of  Michmond^  JncL 

On  the  morning  of  the  third  of  Seventh  Month,  our  community 
was  startled  by  the  intelligence  of  the  sudden  death  of  Dr.  Wm. 
B.  Smith,  one  of  our  oldest  and  ablest  physicians.  He  had  been 
subject,  for  some  time  past,  to  abdominal  pains  of  a  severe 
character,  which  he  called  colic,  and  for  the  relief  of  which,  it 
appears  he  had  been  accustomed  to  take  large  doses  of  morphine 
or  its  salts.  He  never  weighed  the  portions;  but  his  young 
partner.  Dr.  Test,  supposes  they  averaged  one  grain  each. 

This  final  paroxysm  of  suffering  had  existed  several  days ;  bnt 
on  the  second  of  this  month,  the  pain  was  of  so  aggravated  a 
character,  that  according  to  his  wife's  account,  he  was  induced 
to  take  within  one  and  a  half  hour  (from  twelve  o'clock  till  half 
past  one  o'clock  P.  M.),  two  teaspoonfuls  of  ether,  two  teaspoon- 
fuls  of  laudanum,  and  two  large  doses  of  morphine  or  its  sul- 
phate. Other  portions  appear  to  have  been  taken  in  the  fore- 
noon. At  about  half  past  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  his  wife, 
finding  that  she  could  not  arouse  him,  sent  for  Dr.  Wilson  and 
myself. 

At  this  period  (six  or  seven  hours  from  the  taking  of  the 
narcotic),  his  symptoms  were  as  follows :  Pulse  very  slow,  and 
intermitting  irregularly;  eyes  immovably  fixed,  dull,  injected, 
and  death-like,  with  moderately  contracted  pupils  (perhaps  one- 
tenth  of  an  inch  in  diameter) ;  respiration  laborious,  and  sterto- 
rous for  a  few  inspirations,  aiid  then  suspended  for  one  and  a 
quarter  to  one  and  a  half  minutes,  by  the  watch ;  surface  of  the 
body  everywhere  warm ;  finger  ends  (nails)  dark  purple ;  uni- 
versal relaxation  of  the  voluntary  muscles,  with  the  exception  of 
a  transient  contraction  of  the  fingers  at  our  first  examination ; 
and  a  total  insensibility  to  all  extei'nal  impressions.  The  breath 
smelt  strongly  of  ether,  blended  with  an  odor  resembling  that  of 
opium. 

In  this  condition  of  things,  little  could  be  expected  from  reme^ 
dial  measures.  As  an  evidence  of  the  complete  abolition  of  all 
excitability  of  the  surface,  I  applied  a  *' hissing  hot"  table-knife 
to  the  skin,  without  the  slightest  indication  of  vitality  being 
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IfcT-    4.:i_   <::k:tti:-i^i  t:-    itii-^-r  "afcTj.      Nil  'JH:  "TKTin^gi  -etjt:  ii 

Oj..    4^-:*3L  VMiTilJUril   nf.   'l»LT  "U**-   Sha*  "Tie   rTHSlittr^sL  si   IriT 

i.c»rjr*!'.  ".iiA.:  ▼*  4.11  ij.«:  irj  -":     1*- •iaia*  31  volji.  iif-e  'it-5L  >:^- 

da-:     Vt  Vt'."^  w-    '^.f  Zl   "i^iC    "IIH    fn5.!SfnrL'lLi-r^    IE   '^  jTiTITTHi'l    "-•:• 

rTi--ju*\ii    i»    t^'sru:^   jf    iciiiMujiinii  Ji   i  TaaESi^j^mru.   if  T"Li±r. 

la   Itiae   '..lan    la   auar   irti-r  tols   iu«  xafi  ^'^.n.    zie   pilde 

•rjHuiriiin  ji"  "he  poiiA:  ■.ill  3i-4r  rue  "rme  "iit  ZfirTL-T  -ispkr"-!.  JL 
TAT*,  'iit  iQiJilt  T^r*T  :auYiipiz  :•.»  je  Siiipati'^  -.rpanatfi     lur*  jlTj^ 

an  ificii  m  iitaneter  "^'-  jkr«e  30  mort  ji  :iie  rrrmL-r.  Tje 
papil^  j-incinufi  ^:lji{e>i  :o  "Jiia  itgre-e.  ^^^a  xrrer  ievb.  la  "B 
"-iit:  rVvr  :•£  j-ihiil :   ^u>ii  *itev  Tert  ;m  no  nme  irftsneu  j^  '1:s^i. 

Afr  ~.hKJ«  -vas  ao  iegiadxioB,  lid  uie  r^lniic^i  .'i  3rZaL:L'nzia 
jrlide  inco  tiie  scomadi  iBedanicailj  ?  Tbir  paii^st  lay  n  jib 
bacf.  (!)r  vas  it  retained .  in  liie  aocih.  s«>  ^±  :-:  m&kiL'  its 
imppc-'Sfiiaa  thera?  Or  ww  tlie  dkange  'm  :he  9:di^.  aad  :iie 
dilata&ioB  of  tbe  papU*  attribacabie  to  :i&e  DeilaiivBiia  '  Tbe 
eaaditioM  of  tke  poke  and  pnpOs  vere  cenaizili-  .«-vh«.>^*r.^jr  .j  ihe 
VR  of  tls  extract;  bnt  were  tliej  tlie  e&t^s  oi  it *;     T!>rrv  vas 
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no  indieatioa  ibat  led  us  to  sn^^ect  that  the  ^ntion  passed  into 
the  trachea ;  for  the  respiration  continued  with  little  Tarialioii  in 
character  from  tliat  descnbed  already,  nntil  jnst  Vefore  disdoln^ 
tion  took  place,  at  half  past  twelve  o'clock  at  night,  when  the 
approach  of  that  event  was  annouDced  by  the  *^  death  ratde.'^ 

Dr.  Smith  was  forty-eight  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
decease.  He  commenced  the  study  of  medicine,  nnder  my  tui* 
tion,  in  the  year  1828.  He  attended  one  course  of  lectures  in 
the  Ohio  Medical  College ;  bat  never  graduated.  He  for  some 
time  ianght  school  while  he  prosecuted  his  medical  studies ;  and 
at  the  expiration  of  three  years  commenced  the  practice  of  medi* 
cine  at  Eaysville,  Henry  county,  in  this  State.  Shortly  after,  at 
my  recommendation,  he  returned  to  Bichmond,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  practice  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

This  is  the  only  case  of  opiate  poisoning  I  have  any  recollection 
of  in  my  practice,  in  which  the  pupils  were  not  contracted  to  the 
utmost  possible  degree ;  that  is,  to  almost  obliteration ;  or  as  the 
books  have  it,  to  the  sixe  of  a  pin-head.  I  need  not  call  the 
attention  of  the  experienced  practitioner  to  other  peculiarities  in 
the  case.  The  physical  constitution  of  the  patient,  his  habits, 
the  disease,  the  ether,  the  belladonna  taken,  would  exert  a  modi- 
fying effect  upon  the  influence  of  the  first  narcotics  taken. 


<  •  •  • » 


MEDICAI.   SOCIETIES. 


Art.  .  IV. — Proceedings  of  Lawrence  County^  Pennstflvania  Medi' 

cal  Society,  September ^  1856.     Reported  by  D.  Leasurb,  M.  D., 

Secretary.  ' 

Newcastle,  Pa.,  September  9, 1S56. 

The  Lawrence  County  Medical  Society  met  pursuant  to  ac^ourn- 
ment,  in  the  Lecture-room  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Presbyterian 
church,  the  President,  Dr.  J.  S.  Cassit,  in  the  chair.  Minutes  of 
last  meeting  read  and  approved. 

Reports  of  committees  and  delegations  being  in  order,  Dr. 
Leasure  reported  from  the  delegates  to  the  State  Medical  Society, 
that  he  alone  of  the  delegates  had  attended  the  meeting  of  the 
state. society  at  its  late  session,  in  Philadelphia,  in  May  last;  and 
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thai  he  had,  in  the  ahaenoe  of  a  regular  report  from  the  coontr 
societT,  reported  oa  his  own  responsibility  on  the  "  endemieo  epi- 
demic topo«Jtraplij  of  Lawrence  County/'  illaatrated  hy  a  map, 
hoth  of  which  woold  be  embodied  in  the  forthcoming  Tolame  of 
the  ^  Transactions  "*  of  the  parent  sHiciety.     Bepon  accepted. 

Dr.  Marks,  of  New  Beiiford,  was  admitted  to  membership. 

The  Committee  on  Fee-bill  reported  progress^  and  was  continued. 

Dr.  A.  P.  Ditcher^  of  Enan,  reporter!  a  case  of  death  from 
heart-cloty  nuiisked  by  symptoms  of  violent  cramp  colic  In  this 
case  the  clot  was  discovered  on  post  mortem  examination,  and  had 
probably  existed  for  some  time  preyioos  to  the  final  attack.  Dr. 
Datchx^r  also  incidentally  reported  another  case  of  death  from 
the  same  caose,  ocenrring  in  a  woman  ten  days  aflier  a  healthy 
labt^r,  induced  by  syncope  without  hemorrhage. 

Dr.  Leasnre,  of  Newcastle^  reported  a  case  of  sndden  death 
from  palmoaary  apoplexy,  ocenrring  in  a  woman  in  the  eighth 
month  of  pregnancy,  from  being  suddenly  taken  out  of  a  warm 
bed  and  exposed  to  a  cold  draught,  and  placed  in  a  cold  bed, 
contrary  to  his  express  injunctions  to  the  nurses. 

Dr.  Hall,  of  Harlansbargh^  reported  a  case  of  death  of  a  child 
&om  cerebral  effusion^  occurring  while  the  patient  was  appa- 
rently conyalescing  from  an  acute  attack  of  putrid  sore  throat. 

Dr.  Hezlep,  of  Pulaski  reported  a  case  of  death,  occurring  in  a 
woman  oo  years  of  age,  on  the  fourth  day  after  healthy  labor, 
with  her  second  chiltl,  with  smlden  paralysis  of  the  right  side* 
passing  gradually  into  apoplexy.  In  this  case,  there  were  no 
premonitory  symptoms,  and  the  fiital  issue  probably  resulted 
from  rupture  of  a  blood  vessel,  or  white  softening  of  the  Brain. 

Dr.  Leasure,  of  Seweastle,  reported  a  case  of  death  from 
scirrhus  of  the  stomach,  together  with  the  autopsy,  in  which  the 
absence  of  vomiting  in  the  early  stage,  or  vomitiag  of  the  ingesta 
duriog  tha  progress  of  the  case,  was  accounted  for  on  the  poai 
mortem,  by  finding  the  pylorus  permanently  and  rigidly  opea, 
from  the  action  of  the  hardened  deposition  around  it. 

An  interesting  and  spirited  discussion  arose  on  the  nature  and 
treotnwnt  of  erystpelasv  which,  was  participated  in.  by  Drs.  Caaa^ 

Ukm  W^mUt^  mi  yirmant  Jheasea  w&k  poatpQued  till  the  neacfc 
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meeting,  on  account  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour  at  which  they 
were  called  up. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Dr.  A.  P.  Dutcher,  of  Enan,  and 
Dr.  S.  M.  Hamilton,  of  Newcastle,  was  appointed  to  prepare  the 
county  report  to  the  State  Medical  Society,  and  the  members  were 
furnished  with  blank  forms,  to  be  filled  and  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Committee. 

Adjourned  to  meet  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  December,  to  finish 
business  necessarily  laid  over. 

List  of  Officers  and  Members: — James  Cassit,  Newcastle, 
President;  H.  Hall,  of  Harlemsburg,  Vice-President;  D.  Leasure, 
of  Newcastle,  Secretary  and  Treasurer ;  Drs.  P.  W.  Wallace,  of 
Newcastle,  W.  Hezlep,  of  Pulaski,  and  A.  P.  Dutcher,  of  Enan, 
Censors.  Members :  James  Cassit ;  'A.  M.  Camden ;  J.  W.  Wal- 
lace ;  J.  H.  M.  Peebles ;  T.  B.  Amberson ;  W.  Shaw ;  S.  M. 
Hamilton  ;  D.  Leasure,  of  Newcastle ; ,  A.  P.  Dutcher,  Enan ; 
W.  J.  Randolph,  Princeton  ;  G.  W.  Caulter,  Eastbrook ;  D.  B. 
Marks,  Bedford  ;  H.  Hall,  Harlemsburg ;  W.  B.  Hezlep,  Pulaski ; 
J.  Mitcheltree,  Edenburgh  ;  F.  Taylor,  Mt.  Jackson. 

JAMES  CASSIT,  President. 
D.  Leasure,  Secretary. 


Art.  V. — Proceedings  of  the  Montgomery  County  Medical  Society, 
for  October,  1856.     By  J.  C.  Reeve,  M.  D.,  Rec.  Sec'y. 

The  Society  met  at  the  Phillips  House,  in  the  city  of  Dayton, 
and  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Dr.  I.  A.  Coons. 

Dr.  G.  H.  Bane,  of  Chambersburg,  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Society. 

The  name  of  Dr.  H.  Van  Tuyl,  of  Dayton,  was  proposed  for 
membership. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Taylor  reported  an  interesting  case  of  returned  men- 
struation. The  menses  had  ceased  to  appear  in  the  usual  manner, 
at  the  age  of  forty-five;  from  that  time  the  patient  had  enjoyed 
excellent  health,  and  at  the  age  of  seventy  nine,  the  menses 
returned  without  any  disturbance  of  the  general  health,  and  they 
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liad  continued  so  to  appear,  regolarlj,  everj  montli,  np  to  the 
present  time,  when  she  has  reached  the  age  of  eightj-one  years. 
She  still  continues  well,  even  doing  all  her  own  hoosehold  work. 
Dr.  T.  said  he  reported  the  case,  as  he  was  not  aware  of  a  similar 
re-appearance  of  menstruation  after  so  long  a  cessation,  and  with- 
out any  symptoms  of  impaired  health. 

Dr.  Carey  reported  a  case  of  a  woman,  aged  thirty-two,  who 
had  never  menstruated,  although  there  were  regular  monthly 
premonitions.  She  is  married,  but  has  no  children ;  not  haying 
been  allowed  to  make  an  examination,  can  not  report  the  anatom- 
ical conditions. 

Dr.  Taylor  gave  his  experience  with  Sulphate  of  Cinchona,  in 
the  treatment  of  intermittents.  He  thought  that  the  cases  had 
been  generally  so  mild  this  year  as  not  to  have  afforded  a  fair 
opportunity  of  testing  the  remedy ;  in  larger  doses,  thought  it 
almost  as  certain  as  quinine. 

Dr.  Koogler  did  not  think  anything  saved  in  expense  by  the 
use  of  the  remedy ;  had  found  so  much  larger  doses  necessary  as 
to  make  it  equal  quinine  in  expense,  while  it  was  more  difficult 
to  get  patients  to  take  it  on  this  account. 

Dr.  Taylor  then  called  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  the 
question  whether  there  was  an  increased  quantity  of  liquor 
amnii  present  in  cases  of  monstrosity.  In  such  cases  as  he  had 
met  with  in  practice,  it  had  always  been  so.  He  alluded  to  a 
case  of  the  kind  which  he  had  laid  before  the  Society  some  years 
previously,  and  which  was  published.  Since  then  he  had  deliv- 
ered the  same  patient  twice,  and  in  the  history  of  those  labors  he 
also  found  an  argument  against  deformities  of  the  fetus  being 
produced  by  mental  impressions  on  the  mother.  Previous  to  the 
confinement  succeeding  the  monstrosity  alluded  to,  this  woman 
was  profoundly  impresssd  with  the  idea  of  giving  birth  to  a  simi- 
lar one :  she  was  delivered  of  a  fine,  healthy  child.  Before  the 
last  confinement,  she  was  asked  in  regard  to  her  presentiment, 
and  she  expected  a  healthy  child;  during  the  labor  she  again 
expressed  the  same  opinion,  but  was  delivered  of  an  acephsdous 
child.  The  quantity  of  liquor  amnii  was  enormous —  a  common 
water-bucketful  was  caught,  and  considerable  more  was  lost.  He 
had  seen  several  other  cases  of  the  kind. 
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Afternoon  Sbssion. 

The  Vice  President,  Dr.  Carey,  in  the  chair. 

Dr.  Kochne,  the  regular  Essayist,  now  read  a  paper  upon  "  The 
preponderance  of  the  Moral  over  the  Physical  Causes  of  Insanity." 
The  essay  was  listened  to  with  attention,  and  was  of  much  interest, 
especially  that  portion  of  it  relating  to  the  difficulty  of  ascertain- 
ing the  real  causes  of  the  disease  from  the  friends  of  the  patient 
alone,  or  from  the  report  of  the  physician  upon  whose  certificate 
he  has  been  admitted  to  an  asylum.  / 

Bemarks  were  made  upon  the  subject  by  Drs,  Taylor,  Denise, 
Koogler  and  Brennan;  the  latter  gentleman  advocated  the  pre- 
ponderance of  the  physical  causes,  and  thought  that  in  a  majority 
of  instances,  mental  derangement  had  its  origin  in  disturbances 
of  the  bodily  health. 

Dr.  Koogler  reported  a  case  of  monstrosity,  in  which  the  abdom- 
inal parieties  were  absent,  the  viscera  being  covered  only  by  the 
peritoneum;  the  lower  two-thirds  of  the  sternum,  the  diaphragm 
and  the  lungs,  were  also  absent,  and  the  heart  occupied  the  right 
axilla.  After  birth,  this  organ  acted  for  about  thirty  minutes, 
the  child  having  made  several  gasping  efforts  for  breath. 

Dr.  Carey  then  read  a  paper  upon  "  The  use  of  emetics  in 
typhoid  fever.''  He  commenced  by  reviewing  two  papers  upon 
the  fi-eatment  of  this  disease,  published  in  the  last  number  of  the 
Louisville  Review — one  by  W.  S.  Gadbury,  of  Mississippi,  and  the 
other  by  J.  E.  Smith,  of  Alabama.  The  former,  he  thought,  ad- 
vocated much  too  active  treatment  for  one  who  adhered  to  the 
usual  doctrines  in  regard  to  the  pathology  of  the  disease.  The 
latter,  he  thought  mistaken  in  pathology,  and  teaching  a  treat- 
ment likely  to  be  disastrous  to  the  patient.  He  then  related 
two  cases  in  which  he  had  given  emetics  for  several  days  in  suc- 
cession— two  members  of  a  family  in  which  the  typhoid  fever  was 
present,  who  exhibited  all  the  early  symptoms  of  the  disease: 
these  symptoms  subsided  without  a  regular  course  of  the  disease. 
He  called  attention  to  emetics,  as  being,  most  probably,  of  value 
in  cutting  short  this  fever. 

Dr.  Fisher  had  seen  seven  cases  of  the  disease  in  his  father's 
family,  many  years  since.     Emetics  were  faithfully  tried  in  all 
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of  them,  bat  without  snoceeding  in  a  single  instance  in  catting 
short  the  disease.  He  had  since  seen  fonr  cases  in  hia  own  funilj, 
all  treated  by  Dr.  Dnnglison,  and  other  physicians  of  Philadel- 
phia, on  the  expectant  plan,  with  as  little  interference  as  possible; 
and  he  was  decidedly  in  fayor  of  that  plan  of  managing  typhoid 
fever. 

Dr.  Davis  had  seen  as  many  as  forty  cases  of  the  disease, 
daring  his  first  year^a  practice ;  he  had  been  nnable  to  work  oat 
any  plan  of  treatment  adapted  to  all  cases,  and  had  not  seen  any 
remedies  succeed  in  catting  it  short. 

Dr.  Eoogler  had  seen  a  good  deal  of  the  disease  in  a  neighbor- 
ing county ;  had  not  foand  anything  to  eqaal  turpentine  in  its 
treatment  He  had  seen  such  good  effects  from  it  as  to  feel  that 
it  was  a  remedy  of  great  yalue  in  t3qphoid  fever. 

The  discussion  on  the  paper  was  continued  to  some  length,  and 
was  extended  to  the  nature,  and  general  treatment  of  the  disease. 
It  was  participated  in  by  Drs.  Grarst,  Beeve,  Bane,  and  Brennan, 
and  Dr.  Carey  replied. 

Dr.  Bane  was  appointed  as  alternate  essayist  for  the  next  meet- 
ing, Dr.  Barkalow  being  principal. 

On  motion,  the  Society  adjourned  to  the  first  Thursday  in  Jan- 
nary. 


TBANSLATIONS. 


Selections  from  Qerman  Journals.      Translated  for  the  Medical 
Observer,  by  W.  EnAUSE,  M.  D.,  Cincinnati 

On  Diastasis  of  the  Malar  Bonb,  bt  Prof.  Streubel,  or 
LEXPSia — Traumatic  diastasis,  commonly  being  the  effect  of  some 
considerable  force,  is,  as  a  rule,  attended  by  important  complica- 
tions. As  diastasis  per  se  is  but  of  rare  occurrence,  the  simple 
uncomplicated  diastasis  really  forms  an  exception,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  takes  place,  is  scarcely  susceptible  of  an 
explanation. 

Dr.  Heller,  of  Stuttgart,  who  enjoyed  the  opportunity  of  see- 
ing a  case  of  the  latter  kind,  presumes  that  the  soft  part  of  the 


1S56.]         OmmmSmu3afiamyijfW.lSiXMm,M.JiL  497 

orbita  ef  liis  patient  were  protf^rted  In*  the  Ing  felt-iiai,  whicli  lie 
had  on  hiB  head  at  the  time  of  the  acndent. 

This  ran?  case  must  be  set  down  h\  the  side  of  another,  observed 
br  T.  Boox  in  1847,  and  published  in  the  Mediao  Ckirurpkml 
Rcvicu!.  Februarv  1S49. 

A  ialfatereo  had  been  hit  b\  the  bar  of  a  tximin^  rec»l.   Whoa 
received  into  the  hoE^ital  at  Gherbonrg.  a  fracture  of  the  nasal 
bones  was  detected,  the  upper  lip  was  split  in  nearly  its  whole 
extent,  hv  a  lacerated  and  contused  wound.    The  face  and  cvelids 
e^ieeiaDT  were  much  swollen.     The  man  was  fully  conscious,  and 
fromptilT  answered  all  questions  put  to  him.     The  swelling  of 
die  face  increased  during  the  following  days :  suhsided,  howev^^r, 
under  the   use  of  cold  applications.     On  the  19th  day,  id^ 
the  accident,  the  swelling  had  disappeand  so  much  as  to  allow 
the  diagnosis  of  a  diagtagk  of  the  left  zygomatic  bone.     It  was 
found  dislocated  in  such  a  manner,  that  its  upper  angle,  whick 
was  separated  from  the  malar  process  i£  the  frontal  hone,  pro- 
jected a  little  anteriorly  and  inward,  while  at  the  inferior  and 
external  maigin  of  the  orbita,  corre^KNoding  to  the  junction  of 
the  malar  home  with  the  upper  masdlla,  a  depression  was  clearly 
perceptible.     The  xygomatic  boae  was  somewhat  mo\'able,  afid 
the  patient  described  at  the  same  time  a  feeling  of  crepitation. 
The  union  of  the  zygomatic  hone  with  the  zygomatic  process^ 
seemed   to  be   uninjured.     At  this  point  alone  the  bone  had 
remained  in  its  normal  place.     The  patient  left  the  hospital  after 
four  weeks,  the  malar  bone  being  still  somewhat  movaUow    Severn 
months  after,  it  appeared  perfectly  fixed,  though  the  deprc^ion 
at  the  orbital  margin,  and  the  prominence  of  the  superior  aitgle 
of  the  malar  bone,  still  could  be  felt     The  consoliilation  of  the 
bones  had  taken  place  without  any  perceptible  sign  of  a  deposit 
of  callus. 

Boux  made  some  experiments  on  sulgects,  which  affoided^ 
however,  but  little  satisfaction.  In  a  few  instances,  whei^e  he 
succeeded  to  separate  the  malar  bone  from  its  natural  connec* 
tions,  the  frontal  process  of  the  upper  jaw,  the  malar  arch  or 
bone,  were  always  fractured  at  the  same  time*  The  upper  angle 
of  the  malar  bone,  moreover,  could  never  be  dislocated  toward 
the  orbita. 
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Malgaigne,  Yidal  de  Caois,  Nelalon  a^  a  unreseiredlj 
declare  a  simple  diastasis  of  the  malar  lioiie  witKocit  fracture, 
as  impossible — foonding  tlieir  negadoa  apia  tbe  immofrable  and 
strong  janctkm  of  tliis  Iwiie.  Sanson  (Xoiit.  cL^ei.  de  pathol. 
diirurg.  T.  iv.  p.  317.)  sajs :  Sometimes  there  occur  cases,  in 
which  the  malar  hone  seems  rather  to  be  dislocated  thaa  fractured. 
Roox  admits  a  diastasis  of  the  malar  bone  without  anj  fracture, 
and  Heller  also  pronounces  his  c^^  one  cf  simple  diast»is.  A 
priixrir  a  diastasB  ei  the  malar  booe^  withoat  fractnrev  spears 
inadmissible.  As,  koneTer.  the  fracttire  can  be  rerj  slight,  when, 
for  instance,  oolj  some  deatels  of  the  bo«e  are  broken  off,  or  the 
bone  itself  is  infracted,  nothing  bat  a  dfaflTMft  maj  be  peicepti- 
Ue.  In  the  case  of  Soox^  a  piece  of  the  orhitm  was  ^parentlj 
broken  off,  while  in  Heller^s  case  the  malar  azdk  had  suffered 
infraction.  The  impossfbilitj  to  ascertain  in  the  cases  dted^ 
with  anj  degree  of  exictne»w  the  presence  of  callits,  does  not 
speak  against  fractnie  or  infractnre.  The  d^pote,  nKxeofer, 
whether  there  is  or  not  a  simple  diastasis  of  the  malar  bone  lacks 
practifal  Talae.  Experience  shows*  that  onlj  a  very  strong 
power  can  fractnre  or  tear  the  facial  bones  from  their  natural 
connection.  Nevertheless,  suck  cases,  even  thoee  of  the  most 
dangerous  aspect,  nearly  always  terminate  £siToraHT. 

Os  Brzzn^x  of  the  Ear,  by  Db.  RiuingK,  os  BnuLDT. — 
{Ikutsehe  Klinik^  lS5o). — T\n&  oeulisti  proves  hs  assertion,  that 
buzzing  of  the  ears,  or  in  general,  all  merely  subjeetiye  sensa- 
tions of  sounds,  io  not  depend  on  irritation  of  the  acoustic  nerre, 
but  always,  even  in  cases  of  dea&ess,  on  a  primary  affisetion  of 
tibe  chorda  tympani,  whkh  is  irritated  either  by  fore^ni  bodies 
HE  the  meatus  extemus  or  fntfammittfon  of  the  TnT<irf1<»  ear, 
or  finally  »  in  a  state  of  purely  nervous  excitement.  Mechanical 
or  chemical  stimuli,  brought  into  contact  with  the  tympanum 
produce  buzzing,  ringing,  roaring,  »nging  sounds  in  the  ear. 
These  sensations  can  originate  only  in,  and  be  transmitted  to  the 
aensorium  by  the  chorda  tympani  :  for  the  tympanic  nerve  alone 
^ows  a  purely  sensitive  character.  Earwax,  accumulated  on  the 
tympanum,  causes  ringing  in  the  ears,  only  when  it  is  adherent 
tto  the  superior  and  posteri«:)r  portion  of  that  membrane,  where 
the   chorda    tympani  passes   ir.       \r  other  cases,   in  whidh  the 
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external  meatus  is  found  intact,  the  tronblesome  sensatkm  in  (h» 
ear  is  cored  at  once  bj  blowing  atmospherical  air  throngh  the 
eustachian  tube  into  the  cavnm  tjmpanL  The  glairj  mncos 
which  has  accumulated  in  it,  and  irritates  the  chorda  tjmpani,  is 
removed  bj  the  current  of  air  just  striking  upon  that  nerre* 
The  deafness  attending  these  cases,  generallj  requires  a  repeti* 
tion  of  the  operation,  as  the  mucus  fills  up  the  tympanum 
again.  A  local,  material,  movable^  cause  of  the  disease  is  to  be 
presumed ;  for,  strictly  speaking,  it  can  be  blown  away. 

On  Foreign  Boddss  in  the  Joists. — {Deufehe  KUnit.,  1856.)— 
Dr.  Wolf,  at  Freiburg,  reports  the  following  case: — A  shoe- 
maker, twenty-seven  years  of  age,  had  suffered  for  three  years 
from  pains  in  his  left  knee-joint  The  Doctor  saw  the  patient, 
when  he  had  to  apply  for  medical  advice  on  a  journey,  for  severe 
paroxysmal  pains.  On  examination,  he  found  an  apparently 
smooth  body,  of  bean  size,  at  the  inner  side  of  the  joint,  and 
movable  in  every  direction.  The  joint,  especially  at  its  internal 
side,  was  tender  to  the  touch,  and  contained  a  moderate  quantity 
of  fluid.  As  the  patient  would  not  submit  to  the  usual  radical 
treatment,  the  Doctor  adopted  the  following  method : — After  the 
patient  had  remained  quietly  in  bed  for  two  days,  and  used  cold 
to  the  joint,  the  Doctor  pressed  the  foreign  body  as  far  down  as 
possible  into  the  internal  excavation  of  the  capsule,  and  fixed  it 
there  by  a  suitable  serra-fine.  Cross-bars  of  wire,  put  around  the 
knee,  secured  the  instrument  at  the  desired  place.  The  operation 
was  not  followed  by  much  pain,  nor  by  severe  inflammatory  symp- 
toms. On  the  seventh  aay  the  serre-fiue  was  removed,  the  small 
wounds  made  by  it  suppurated  a  little ;  the  inflammation,  how- 
ever, soon  subsided.  On  the  ninth  day,  a  bandage  of  adhesive 
plaster  was  applied  over  the  foreign  body,  and  the  patient  con- 
tinued his  journey  without  being  the  least  molested  in  walking. 
The  foreign  body  was  agglutinated  at  the  desired  point. 

This  treatment  combines,  in  the  opinion  of  the  author,  safety 
with  certainty  of  result.  The  serre-fine,  if  necessary,  can  be 
removed  at  any  time,  and  should  its  teeth  even  perforate  the 
capsule  of  the  joint,  the  joint  will  not  be  opened,  as  the  capsule 
meanwhile  will  certainly  have  become  adherent  to  tho  foreign 
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bod  J.  If  a  n  amber  of  foreign  bodies  should  be  present,  tbese 
can  be  fixed  at  different  points  of  the  joint  at  the  same  time,  or 
at  intervals,  and  the  patient  may  even  be  permitted  to  walk 
about,  while  he  is  still  under  treatment. 

Religious  Monomania,  with  Incendiary  Propensitibs. — Gaz. 

Lombard.  32.,  1855.     G ,  a  farmer,  aged  thirty-seven,  had 

been  sick  only  twice  of  rheumatic  fever,  and  had  not  presented 
heretofore  anything  unusual  either  morally  or  physically,  except 
that  he  devoted  himself  to  masturbation  since  his  eighteenth 
year.  For  the  last  four  years,  all  his  thoughts  were  absorbed  by 
the  idea  that  he  was  selected  by  God  to  give  birth  to  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  whereof  he  used  to  speak  in  a  very  self-conceited 
manner.  Whenever  he  meets  contradiction,  he  is  led  away  to 
acts  of  violence.  According  to  his  statements,  he  was  betrayed 
in  his  thirty-third  year  by  some  knaves,  who  sprang  upon  his 
back  and  threatened  his  life  —  nothing  but  an  illusion,  the  time 
named  by  him  being  co-incident  with  an  attack  of  fever,  for 
which  he  was  bled  at  that  time.  In  consequence  of  this  treason, 
he  says,  the  wrath  of  God  was  let  loose,  sending  unto  the  men 
the  disease  of  the  grapes  as  a  punishment.  The  patient  regards 
himself  a  member  of  the  Trinity.  He  is  the  Son,  because  he  is 
the  descendant  of  God ;  he  is  the  Father,  because  he  is  big  with 
Christ ;  he  is  the  Holy  Ghost,  because  Christ  is  to  be  bom  of  him. 
He  is  willing  to  admit,  that  Christ  has  been  born ;  he  is,  how- 
ever, to  re-appear,  according  to  .the  "  Credo,"  and  God  has  des- 
tined him  to  give  birth  to  Christ.  His  male  sex  does  not  prevent 
his  delivery ;  for  the  Lord  is  almighty.  When  a.  boy,  a  star 
appeared  to  him,  to  make  known  to  him  his  destiny.  He  still 
bears  this  star  on  his  forehead,  though  nobody  can  see  it.  As 
God  has  given  him  everything  for  prey,  he  goes  to  get  wood 
from  every  forest  he  pleases.  He  was  lately  persecuted  by 
witches,  who  scratched  his  anum  et  scrotum,  which  was  very  pain- 
ful to  him.  The  patient  fears  his  death  only  for  the  reason  that 
it  might  prevent  him  to  fulfill  his  mission.  In  1853,  he  made  an 
application  to  the  Provincial  Delegates,  asking  a  gratification 
of  one  hundred  Lire,  to  rent  a  suitable  mansion  for  his  confine- 
ment, it  being  but  reasonable  that  Christ  was  to  be  born  this 
time  in  a  better  place  than  in  a  stable.     In  November  of  the 
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next  jemr,  lie  set  fire  to  ibo  bnitean  of  lik  Qndei  aftor  m  qunrrol; 
and  when  summoned  before  Conrt,  he  declared  that  he  wmld  for^ 
give  the  deed  to  the  perpetrator,  fi»r  he  was  I^ord  of  fiarth  and 
Hearens.  He  demands  his  libertv;  ia.  however,  aent  iuto  the 
jaiL  On  medical  arhitrament>  he  was  transported,  of  course^  to 
the  Lanatic  Asjlum. 

The  clear  and  finished  picture  of  Theomania  es{M>cially  coft^^ 
tributes  to  the  interest*  of  this  case. 

Delpuh,  of  Montpelier  (L^wkion,  188.  1353),  rocinnmends  (o 
destroy  the  nerve  in  such  cases  of  Neuralgia  as  prove  unamen<^ 
able  both  to  a  general  and  local  treatment,  by  moans  of  the  actual 
cautery,  if  the  nerve  can  bo  reached  by  it.  Suppuration  must  be 
kept  up  subsequently  for  some  time.  In  a  case  of  extremely 
obstinate  neuralgia  of  the  right  labium  pudendi  miuus,cauteriia<' 
tion  of  the  nerve  was  eflFected  by  a  long  **langU6  de  oarpo,"  which 
was  plunged  in  as  deep  as  possible.  After  a  month's  suppura* 
tion,  the  case  was  dismissed  completely  cured. 


BEVIEWS   AKD   KOTIOBS. 


Abt.  Vn. — The  Obstetric  Memoirs  and  CoiUributiont  o/JamrS  S.  Bimpson,  M.  D. 
F.R.S.E.,  Professor  of  Midwifery  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh ,  eta ,  «to.  Kdltod 
by  W.  0.  Priestley,  M.D.,  Edinburgh,  formerly  Vioo-Prcsldent  of  the  I'arisiftn 
Medical  Society,  and  Horatio  R.  Stoker,  M.  D.,  Boston,  U.  B,  one  of  tho  rhy- 
sicians  to  tbe  Boston  Lying-in  Hospital,  Members  of  the  MedicO'Chlrurgloul 
and  Obstetric  Societies,  of  Edinburgh,  etc.,  etc.  Volume  Beoond,  pp.  788. 
Philadelphia,  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.-   1856. 

We  are  happy  to  call  the  attention  of  tho  profession  to  the 
second  volume  of  Prof.  Simpson.  It  contains  a  variety  of  inter- 
esting essays  and  contributions  on  **  Tho  Pathology  of  tlio  Puer- 
peral State ;"  "  The  Physiology  and  Pathology  of  tho  Products  of 
Conception;''  and  "The  Pathology  of  Infancy  and  Childhood/' 
To  these  are  added  the  various  papers  and  oommnnicationH,  which 
the  author  has  at  different  times  published,  on  the  use  of  Anes- 
thetics in  Midwifery,  Surgery,  etc 

Under  these  heads  we  have  a  vast  amount  of  matter  intro- 
duced, of  a  very  interesting  character,  which  is  discusse^l  in  the 
Qsnal  clear  and  convincing  style  of  the  author.  It  will  he  impoti- 
tible,  within  the  limits  to  which  this  notice  most  he  eonfined,  to 


502  Reoiem  and  Notiea. 

give  anything  like  a  synopsis  of  the  work ;  and  we  take  it  for 
granted,  that  no  physician  who  keeps  himself  informed  of  the 
progress  of  the  profession  on  the  subjects  treated  of,  but  what  will 
purchase  it ;  therefore  an  extended  account  of  it  will  be  unneces- 
tarr.  It  contains  much  that  is  yalnable  and  interesting:,  that  can 
not  be  foand  in  any  other  book.  For  sale  by  the  booksellers  in 
general,  in  this  city.  * 

Aar.  Vni. —  Froftieal  Anatonof.  A  new  arrangement  of  tbe  Landon  Diaseetor,  with. 
nmneroaa  modificadona  ani  adJidona,  coatainiog  a  conciae  description  of  the 
mtuclea,  blood  ^eaaelfl,  nerrea,  riscera,  and  ligaments  of  the  hamAn  body  as  tliey 
appear  on  diaaectloa,  with  illustrations.  By'D.  Hates  As^rnr,  M.  D^  Lecturer  on 
Anatomy,  and  Surgeon  to  the  Philadelphia  Hoepital  (Blockley).  FhilAcielphia, 
J,  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.     ldo6. 

This  is  a  yery  neat  little  volume  of  three  handred  pages,  and 
^>pears  to  be  well  adapted  as  a  manual  for  the  Dissecting  Room. 
The  editor,  in  his  preface,  claims  to  an  entire  re-arrangement  of 
the  old  London  Dissector,  with  the  purpose  of  suiting  it  to  the 
wants  of  the  American  student.  It  has  been  much  condensed, 
and  many  portions  of  the  minuter  anatomy  of  the  nervous  and 
raseular  systems  have  been  omitted,  keeping  in  view  the  special 
necessities  of  the  practical  anatomist.  We  observe  the  illustra- 
tions are  numerous,  and  for  the  most  part  very  excellent.  We 
•appose  it  can  be  obtained  at  any  of  our  book  stores.  X 


A»T.  IX — The  Dmtal  RegiMter  of  the    West,  edited  by  J.  Tatt  and  Gkx  Watt. 
October,  iSo6.    Pablished  qoarterlj,  at  $3  per  annum. 

Early  in  the  year  we  received  a  number  of  the  Seffister* 
requesting  an  "  exchange  f^  we  promptly  responded,  and  have 
continued  to  do  so  regxdarly  ever  since ;  the  number  before  us, 
however,  is  the  first  we  have  seen  or  heard  of  it  from  the  first 
nnmber  aforesaid  until  now.  The  present  number  comes  to  us 
with  new  editors,  and  its  appearance,  in  every  respect,  is  fresh 
and  attractive,  while  its  contents  exhibit  vigor  and  energy. 
After  this  first-rate  notice,  we  hope  to  see  the  Register  regularly. 
But  in    any  event  we  wish  it  abundant  success.  J 


We  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  pamphlet  of  eighty- 
seven  closely  printed  pages,  consisting  of  three  £ssays   on    the 
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Physiology  of  the  Nervous  System,  by  Benj,  Haseell,  1L  D,,  of 
Eockport,  Massachusetts :  together  with  an  Appendix  on  Hydro- 
phobia, being  two  brief  papers,  originally  appearing  in  the  Boston 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  We  have  looked  over  the 
pamphlet  enough  to  note  that  the  views  expressed  in  relation  to 
Hydrc^hobia,  are  such  as  naturally  follow  from  the  ideas  ad\'anced 
in  the  preceding  essays,  but  we  have  not  as  yet  found  time  to 
learn  what  those  peculiar  views  are ;  editors  are  supposed  and 
expected  to  read  everything,  and  we  hope  to  catch  up  with  the 
Essays  of  Dr.  Haskell  before  very  long.  J 

Report  of  fhe  Eastern  Lunatic  Asylum  in  the  City  of  Williams^ 
hurg,  Virginia.  1853-54,  and  1854-55.  — The  Eeport  of  tbe 
Superintendent  and  Physician,  and  Superintendent  of  Grounds, 
etc-  of  this  Institution,  for  the  two  years  ending  September  1855, 
comes  to  us  in  very  attractive  dress.  Prefixing  the  Reports  aie 
handsome  lithographic  views  of  the  Asylum  buildings  and 
grounds.  Owing  to  various  circumstances  the  Institution  fell  in 
debt  to  considerable  extent,  during  the  period  embraced  in  the 
Beport ;  but  in  the  main,  it  appears  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion. Much  valuable  information  is  contained  in  the  Report  of 
the  Physician,  which  is  very  properly  laid  before  the  people  of 
the  commonwealth  of  Virginia  in  that  form.  :^ 

ComptroUer^s  Report,  embracing  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  from 
January  1st,  1856,  to  June  30th,  1856;  with  a  list  of  outstand- 
ing warrants  on  the  Treasurer,  and  estimate  of  probable  receipts 
and  expenditures,  from  July  1st,  1856,  to  January  Ist,  1857. 
Some  unknown  friend  has  been  kind  enough  to  send  us  this 
volume  of  New  Orleans  City  Statistics,  but  we  do  not  see  that 
any  synopsis  of  its  contents  would  be  of  special  interest  to  our 
readers.  J 

Books  Recnved, — Human  Physiology,  by  Prof.  W.  Draper, 
late  of  University  of  New  York,  and  fresh  from  the  publishing 
house  of  Harper  &  Brothers ;  and  Prof  Gteo.  B.  Wood's  new  work 
on  Materia  Medica,  from  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co.,  are  received  but 
too  late  to  admit  of  any  proper  examination  and  notice.  X 
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COBBESPOITDEirCE. 

BoffTOV,  October  10, 1868. 
Eomma  or  Medical  OnzsTix — 

Toa  will  pardon  me  for  commencing  this  hastily  written  note 
with  the  following  effusion  from  somehodj's  hrain : 

**  60  reader  gentle,  eke  and  simple. 
If  70a  have  wart,  or  com,  or  pimple. 
To  quack  infallible  appi j ; 
Here's  room  enough  Ibr  joa  to  lie. 
His  skill  trinmphant  still  prevails, 
For  death's  a  core  that  never  failsi'' 

Boston,  like  other  cities,  has  its  quacks  and  pretenders  in  medi- 
cine, representing  nearly  all  of  the  iwms  in  the  healing  art  among 
OS.  Thej  assume  the  characters  of  general  practitioners,  and 
undertake  the  duties  of  specialists ;  so  that  eyerj  form  of  prac- 
tice is  urged  upon  the  community  with  more  or  less  success.  Yet 
a  very  large  proportion  of  those  who  fall  into  the  fowler^g  hands 
are  residents  from  the  country,  who  are  eyer  ready  to  helieye  the 
latest  puff  and  to  swallow  the  latest  potion.  We  do  not  hear 
much  of  the  followers  of  Mesmer  at  present ;  they  haye  assumed 
a  new  name,  and  now  represent  the  last  delusive  panorama  hefore 
the  public.  These  dramatiM  persoTUB  style  themselyes  Spiritual 
Doctors,  and  include  among  them  several  female  practitioners — 
who  are  doing  a  thriving  business— endeavoring  to  show  that  on 
the  one  hand  the  spirU  is  strong,  while  on  the  other,  the  flesh  is 
weak. 

Some  years  ago,  two  eminent  physicians  deceased  in  this  city, 
who  were  always  known  as  orthodox  in  their  medical  opinions,  and 
in  their  daily  dispensations  among  their  patients  and  friends.  At 
the  present  time  I  know  of  quite  a  number  of  the  so-called  spir- 
itual mediums,  alias  doctors,  who  pretend  that  they  are  in  hourly 
communion  with  those  departed  physicians,  and  that  the  latter 
are  still  prescribing  through  them  for  the  physical  infirmities  of 
man  here  below?  Hence  an  occasional  patron,  not  forgetting 
the  excellence  of  their  medical  advisers,  when  in  the  flesh,  may 
he  seen  resorting  to  these  new-lighis,  hoping  thereby  to  once  more 
have  their  pains  assuaged  by  the  same  directing  hand  that  was  so 
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efficadons  in  oiher  days.  Bnt  the  great  jkbBiirdity  remains  to  1« 
told;  it  is,  that  these  phjeiciaiis  in  the  spiritual  world  liave 
abandoned  their  former  system  of  practice,  and  have  l)ecome  gen* 
nine  Homeopathic,  Vegetarian  practitioners.  How  artftiUy  has 
ihe  old  hae  and  cry  against ''  Mineral  Doctors,"  l>een  seized  upooa 
to  further  the  ends  of  these  «^^«acrificing  pretenders,  and  tlie 
more  fully  to  deceive  and  gain  the  ear  of  an  ever-listening  puUic 

Last  winter,  a  distinguished  physician  of  Boston  was  spending 
some  time  in  Italy,  in  the  pursuit  of  health,  his  having  l)ecome 
impaired  ;  when  it  was  announced  by  a  spiritual  doctress  that  her 
adviser  would  be  absent  for  a  week,  as  he  had  gone  to  Italy  to 
administer  to  his  sick  friend  and  former  acquaintance,  and  tbat 
her  patients  must  kindly  wait  his  return.  Well  has  Bamum  said^ 
*'  That  of  all  the  spodmens  of  hugs^  Humbttg  is  the  greatest" 
When  will  naturalists  determine  the  habits  and  the  Protean  types 
of  this  ever  present  Hydra?    I^as  encore. 

On  the  fourth  of  August,  Dr.  Henry  W.  WiUiams  read  a  paper 
before  the  Boston  Society  for  Medical  Observation,  upon  the 
''Treatment  of  Iritis  without  Mercury."  Since  then  it  has 
assumed  a  pamphlet  form,  being  a  re-print  from  tbe  Boston  Med* 
ical  and  Surgical  Journal  Dr.  W.  was  induced  to  vary  from  the 
usual  plan  of  treatment,  by  having  under  his  care  **  several  casM 
where,  on  account  of  the  age  or  constitutional  condition  of  the 
patients,  it  seemed  desirable,  if  possible,  to  dispense  with  deple> 
tion  and  mercurials."  It  appears  that  sixty-four  cases  were 
treated,  of  every  type  of  severity,  including  its  idiopathic,  trau- 
matic, rheumatic  and  syphilitic  varieties."  Sixteen  cases  are 
given  in  detail,  to  illustrate  the  method  of  treatment-,  and  the 
results  have  been  very  satisfactory.  Of  the  remaining  forty- 
eight  cases,  the  author  says,  that  in  no  instance  within  his  knowl- 
edge have  the  results  been  less  fortunate  than  in  the  cases  related. 
It  is  well  known  that  hitherto  great  reliance  has  been  placed  upon 
some  preparation  of  mercury,  even  carried  to  its  constitutional 
effects ;  and  that  unfortunate  cases  are  generally  attributed  to 
the  formidable  character  of  the  disease,  or  to  some  neglect  on  the 
part  of  the  patient,  rather  than  to  any  abuse  of  medication.  The 
remedies  mostly  relied  upon,  were  atropia  in  solution,  ten  grains 
to  an  ounce  of  water,  applied  to  the  conjunctiva,  to  dilate  the 


papiL  m  order  that  idliesTOiis  might  he  previaLted  or  hrr^kai  npt 
potae^a.  loA,  c[aiiiia.  opiates  at  iiioiht,  occasicnial  leeches  ro  die  "xwr 
pi?,  en*.  ••  As  a  general  rule-"  aaya  the  aothur.  •-  I  ahouLi  he 
diapofief  to  place  moet  reliance  on  a  moile  of  treatmenTi  which  sia- 
tallied  the  general  systentr  while  oc  the  same  time  thjd  Ii:eal 
rirnilation  ahoold  he  relieved,  if  necessary,  hy  moderate  depletion. 
obtained  by  preference^  by  the  application  of  a  &w  leeches  co  the 
temple." 

•*  Narcotics  have  seemed  to  me  of  service,  not  merely  in  pro- 
moting the  patient's  comfort,  bat  in  relieving  the  local  ^ng^scon. 
and  preventing  the  effiLiions  of  lymph  which  seem  so  ofben  to  be 
ponred  oat  from  the  ires  daring  the  paroxisms  of  severe  pain.  I 
also  ask  special  attention  to  the  importance  of  a  resort  to  the  oae 
of  belladonna,  atropia.  or  some  other  agent  enable  of  causing 
enlargement  of  the  papiL  If  not  osed  till  the  iris  has  become 
congested,  in  may  be  impossible  for  these  remedies  to  exert  their 
specific  infiaence.  and  etfasion  taking  place^  the  papil  may  become 
blocked  ap  by  tirmly  organized  lymph,  before  the  disease  can  be 
snbdaed.  In  a  dilated  state  of  the  papiL  its  margin  ja  so  fu* 
removed  from  the  convex  sarface  of  the  lens,  th;.Lt  consnierable 
congestion  may  exist,  or  even  effdsion  oecor,  withoat  adhesian 
taking  place;  and  many  mild  cases  woolif  recover  if  no  other 
treatment  were  parsaed.  Bat  in  the  contracted  state  of  the 
papil,  the  congested  iris  is  in  contact  witK  the  cent^*  of  the  con- 
vexity of  the  capsale  of  the  lens,  and  is  very  liable  to  adhere  to  it.*' 

Of  the  final  resalt  of  the  forty-eight  cases,  not  reported  at 
length,  it  is  stated,  that  with  the  exception  of  one  case  wbich  had 
been  nei^Iected  ander  the  care  of  an  ^  Indian  Fhvsician.''  and 
three  cases  where  the  patients  had  been  injared  by  Komeopatbic 
treatment,  the  resalts  were  invariably  good :  the  eyes  being  pep- 
fcctiv  restored,  or  if  anv  adhesions  were  formed  thev  were  so 
dtight  as  not  to  impede  vision.^  I  recollect  that  M.  Desmarres 
relied  very  mocb  npon  atropia  in  iritic  inflammation  and  its  sequeL 

Another  medical  joamal  has  made  its  bow  bef  3re  the  pab- 
lie,  with  the  expanave  title  of  "  The  Medical  World,"  edited 
by  Dr.  J.  T.  C.  Smitb  and  his  son.  Dr.  K  S.  Smith.  The 
senior  editor  has  been  connected  witb  the  Boston  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal  for  twenty-five  veors.  bat   has   Lett  that 
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for  this  new  enterprise.  This  is  to  be  a  weekly  journal, 
with  its  pages  open  to  all,  of  every  faith,  for  a  general  pro- 
mulgation of  the  various  doctrines  taught  and  practised.  In 
other  words,  an  open  field  and  fair  fight,  or  like  the  open  ocean, 
bearing  upon  its  bosom  the  fruits  of  every  clime — it  opens  its 
portals  for  the  reception  and  difi'usion  of  every  shade  of  opinion, 
to  the  end  that  truth  may  be  developed — nous  verrons.  The  first 
number  of  the  Medical  World  contains  twenty-eight  pages  of 
interesting  editorial  and  selected  matter.  B. 


<  ♦♦^  »■ 


EDITOBIAIi   AND  MISCELLANY. 


A    FEW    WORDS    WITH    SUBSCRIBERS,    FRIENDS,  AND 

READERS    IN    GENERAL. 

First,  to  all  those  who  are  in  arrears. — One  more  number  will 
close  the  volume,  and  we  take  this  occasion  to  urge  every  one  who 
has  not  yet  forwarded  his  subscription  to  do  so  without  longer 
delay.  We  wish  to  close  up  the  year  promptly,  and  be  ready  to 
enter  upon  a  new  volume  without  any  embarrassments  or  make- 
weights ;  we  shall  do  so  with  entire  ease  if  subscribers  will  come  up 
cheerfully,  and  at  once,  with  their  response.  f^In  one  wordy 
then,  remit,^  Editors  of  Medical  Journals  expect  no  remunera- 
tion for  their  services,  and  we  ask  no  better  fare  than  belongs  to 
the  craft.  We  have  a  right,  however,  to  put  in  a  plea  for  the 
printer's  bill — somebody  must  pay  that  In  making  up  our  mail 
book  for  a  new  volume  we  shall  strictly  expunge  the  names  of  all 
such  as  have  not  remitted  or  made  arrangements  satisfactory  to 
us.     f^ Friends f  let  us  hear  from  you  all  mthin  the  next  fort' 

night^St 

To  readers  and  friends. — We  are  already  arranging  our  plans 

for  the  forthcoming  volume  of  1857,  and  we  trust  the  experience 
of  our  first  year,  as  Editors  and  Publisher,  will  not  be  lost  to  the 
improvement  of  the  Observer.  We  have  the  vanity  to  flatter  our- 
selves that  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  typographical  execu- 
tion of  this  journal  none  of  our  neighbors  have  excelled  us ;  we 
have  the  pledge  of  our  printers  that  we  shall  do  bett.er  still  for 
the  future.     The  Editorial  interest  in  the  success  and  usefulness 


§£  zliit  Vimmt^  \mk  one  <fftiiTnfg&<irf-  ^mi  fPFftrTy 
caek  •nfLaiKTxciTe  imiiLaer :  ami  in  i^Lift  ■gmni'gdHn.  "v^  m&j  sir  'nar: 
an  E:iiira  aoii  PaiLiicter-  lar  arraiiOTiitiais  are  fota  ai   xEiI 
utfsxT^  tyc  ^a^  •foarrial  ti&ac  TniJiRiL  ainasadoa  ami  •!niifii3Hiii  j?'^- 
mm>d  r'lO'mPMOfh  waiita  ▼»    ru5K  -wuL   <3iffixze  gtsmam^fj  ami 


il  *  , 


ii"*  if  -^ie  Li3*  PraL  J.  T.  SbncwetL  'if  zhm-  ^^srr,  ami  lae 
CCT  a:  -:Iui  -.inn*    :z   lis*  »ii»ceaae^     Bata  Tttgae-  T«»niLJ*mi??t  v*r* 

ws  .{  ;rij*ir  -r-ir:!^     T!u»:  pteatrps  of  SucvJiIIamL  BuL^kmir  ar*  ix 

ffi^T-.'itfr  .  ami  ttlI  >*■  rradr  *^t  in  me  v^iar.  Dr.  S&ucTri^  "viZ 
app#?ar  ia.  tite  Ja^iiArr  a^iaia^r.  ami  Dr.  Bm^kmHr  Terj  aioii  afiisp- 
▼arL  In.  adiiii^iim  t.i  "iiHs^oocttaitaTne  O^iwr^'^rwrLae-??^^ 
▼im  ^xuol  iihiis  iIl3iicraridiL».  ^r^m.  czme  isa  cme.  as-  fcs  pocirntti^ 
▼iIL  Ju^rftfr.  W-j  ;:nen*fore  tiaHertaHy  aopeal  a  aur  frfemLi  5ir 
^beir  htrlpu  Xak^  no  Tior  CIhIk  Betbci^  n&e  vesr  vsnmmfcces. 
Sm!&  :f  T'^cL  aii  lix^  !:iie  OhmersHr,  ask  ^qnr  iSrlisiixs  t»  fabssr 


'.  znskL  It  '^at!!!  pacpm  seenr^s  'ims^  bi!^  'Hie.  we  -luiiJiLe 

the  liic  nen  jtiar.  FntiUj.  w^t  cii»tev»  aH  tie  rcsip^^iaale  joitr- 
KiLi  :f  "Li**  •!riii3.3T  iwnlii  Ra.T'*  a  -ieeueti  nn?Te«e  di  tiiieir  v±r!x- 
Ia:;ia}ii.  ami  aH  porciei  ^  pr^tki^  3gma  of  oar  ar^H>ar?ii  wnrnir 
iie  j«:iuaaL»  li^KrallT.  ami  r^A^  "^Jum — joca  woulii  be  a^riAiiiiiamfii 
xa  £ii}v  how  auzLT  plij^siina  in  c&e  lami  reibl  acj  If^^tTj**! 
jaanufcL  I 

■Re  i>rt:ber  Xx  :f  lae  Wwt^m.  Lam^ssmja^Bs  a  pap«*r  ea^iled 
tite  -  Ofciij  Scase  X^iSeil  Societv — \.z^  WorkriLi^.  3^  Fanl  Ca.3s* 
fit:.  IL  D..**  wL'ek  i;k$  aznoseti  as  w^H  as  astoni^^ti  oel 
BLuO  t!oii&aier&c»:}a  t&e  fiem}r  ^ni  tne  actable,  ami  rbe 
fteasipGnm  <£  rfte  oame  rf  -  Caasnc.'"^  in  i»  £iir  za  rn5*r  man 
writer  ha»  an  excelLean  ^Tpinion  :f  &::$  pelemii!  abilitiESi.  ami  zbax 
tile  ooodLo^iL  in  oiti  mind  is  dbftc  kbi  ironmiiniDauioiL  s  a  nssnlar 
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scorcher  —  a  fer  rotige — wYdck  will  iDstantly  and  totally  annihi- 
late the  small  remaining  portion  of  the  State  Society,  without 
leaving  a  vestige  behind.  Certainly  it  is  a  very  slashing  article, 
worthy  of  the  Bumzillicnm  Blower — ^a  veritable  Waterloo  charge. 
We,  however,  are  audacious  enough  to  think  that  the  "  putrid, 
disorganized  mass "  (polite  terms),  the  Ohio  State  Society,  will 
rise  from  the  ashes  to  which  the  gentleman  has  reduced  it,  (?) 
and  fulfill  the  ends  for  which  it  was  organized. 

We  feel  a  deep  sympathy  for  Paul — we  were  about  to  writ6, 
poor  Polly.  He  is  a  disappointed  man.  A  lover  of  the  State 
Society  he  has  been,  and  is  still,  but  like  all  disappointed  lovers 
he  is  grand,  gloomy  and  glorious ;  like  those  unfortunates,  bitter 
and  severe  against  their  deceitful  inamoraia.  There  is  no  comfort 
for  Paul.  His  virtuous  indignation  is  prodigiotis ;  his  sarcasm — 
what  shall  we  say — is  pungent  It  pains  the  eyes  almost  to  look 
at  it. 

Every  member  must  feel  bad;  indeed,  we  feel  sorry  to  think 
that  the  Society  has  so  grieved  the  pure  spirit — crushed  the 
efforts  of  this  immaculate  individuaL  The  chagrin  and  spleen 
manifested  are  strong  evidences  of  his  disappointment. 

It  may  be  Paul  is  a  discreet  young  man,  a  modest  man,  a  young 
man  of  great  scientific  attainments,  who  has  never  been  apprecia- 
ted at  home  or  abroad  as  he  thinks  he  deserves.  He  certainly  can 
not  have  been  the  President  or  Vice  President  of  the  Society.  No, 
nor  has  he  ever  been  so  fortunate  as  to  be  Chairman  of  one  of  the 
Committees.  This  will  account  for  his  virtuous  indignation  and 
wholesale  abuse  of  the  entire  Society.  Ijest  our  readers  should 
think  we  devote  too  much  time  to  an  article  of  this  kind,  and  that 
we  owe  them  an  apology,  we  will  state  that  P.  Caustic,  aforesaid, 
is  an  old  offender — that  he  is  tormented  with  a  very  violent  form 
of  that  chronic  literary  disease  cacoeihes  scribendiy  and  we  feel  it 
a  duty  to  afford  him  some  treatment.  The  idiotic  form  which 
possesses  him — harmless  as  to  others,  dangerous  only  to  himself— 
needs  watching.  We  will  give  as  much  space  as  we  can  spare  to 
this  form  of  his  disease,  manifested  so  strongly  in  his  last  effusion. 
Let  us  look  at  it  as  far  as  we  go  seriatim.  The  opening  part  of 
the  article,  containing  a  sketch  of  the  origin  and  organization  of 
the  Society,  wc  believe  to  be  in  the  main  correct,  up  to  the  second 


610  Editorial  and  MisceUany,  [KoyemlKr, 

chapter  on  the  "  history  of  the  O.  S.  M.  Society,"  mud  next,  #i 
Caustic  loquitur:  "  All  systematic  commanities,  espedally  Medical 
Societies,  famish  specimens  of  profe^9ional  eunuchs^  the  hane  of 
all  organizations — they  produce  nothing  bat  their  own  impotency^ 
and  are  the  sam  of  all  that  is  detestable  and  disgnsting,  delir- 
ering  themselves  of  some  gaseous  effasions,  which,  when  sifted, 
contain  neither  reason  nor  common  sense.  You  may  search  in 
yain  for  anything  more  voluminous  or  classic  coming  from  them 
than  badly  worded  resolutions."  "They  pour  these  upon  the 
Society  in  round,  polished  sentences,  and  suit  their  teords  to  the 
effect  sought  to  he  produced  by  the  actions  of  the  buffoon  or  come- 
dianJ^  The  italics  are  ours.  In  the  above  quotation  "Caustk" 
tells  us  of  a  new  kind  of  ^^professional  eunuchs ;^^  a  conception, 
we  venture,  originating  in  his  own  brain,  and  having  a  "  Iccal 
habitation  and  a  name"  nowhere  else;  perhaps  it  is  himself  he 
sees  in  a  glass  darkly.  It  is  the  first  time  we  ever  knew  that  a 
eunuch  produced  anything.  We  have  had  the  idea  that  they 
were  impotent  because  they  are  eunuchs.  Again,  he  tells  us 
"  they  are  restless  and  illy  at  ease  unless  engaged  in  a  discussion 
of  ethical  and  administrative  regulations,"  while  in  the  same 
paragraph  he  gives  them  a  different  character,  by  telling  us 
•*  they  ignore  ethics  because  it  imposes  restraint,  and  declare  that 
gentlemen  require  no  law  to  regulate  their  actions." 

Paul  certainly  sees  double,  and  writes  double,  or  he  would  not 
thus  contradict  himself.     Shall  we  believe  him  ? 

Follow  him  a  little  further.  **  But  it  has  failed  to  accomplish 
its  first  great  purpose,  and  is  now  a  putrid,  disorganized  mass,  in 
the  hands  of  those  who,  we  much  fear,  will  never  be  able  to  work  a 
cure  until  the  process  of  decomposition  finally  separates  the  gross 
filth  from  the  true  seed.  A  deep  radical,  thorough  reformation 
must  be  instituted  and  carried  into  effect  at  the  coming  semi- 
annual meetings,  or  the  death-knell  will  surely  sound."  We  have 
always  believed  that  *'  a  putrid,  disorganized  mass  "  was  lifeless, 
but  this  sapient  Paul  has  discovered  that  life  may  still  continue 
in  it.  We  are  sorry  we  can  not  spare  the  space  to  follow  this  clas- 
sical, chaste  writer  further.  On  his  similies  and  bad  writing,  and 
still  more  detestable  style  and  taste,  we  could  say  much,  but  must 
stay  our  pen  for  the  present.     There  are  a  few  Paul  Caustics  in 
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every  community.  Unless  every  society  moves  according  to  their 
notions,  it  is  detestable,  bad,  vile,  or,  in  the  polite  language  of 
Paul,  is  compound  of  "  snobs,  notoriety-seekers,  eunuchs,  sliming 
sycophants,  and  light-fingered  gentry,^' 

The  State  Society  has  done  much  good  for  the  Profession  in 
many  ways,  and  will  do  still  more.  We  are  not  one  of  those  who 
feel  disappointed  in  attending  one  of  its  meetings,  if  we  arp  not 
tired  out  usque  ad  nauseam  with  the  windy  papers  on  common 
subjects,  presenting  the  smallest  grain  of  originality.  We  find 
enough  of  this  in  the  Journals.  Some  people  take  to  writing  for 
reputation,  and  its  accompaniments,  and  soon  find  that  the  more 
they  write  the  more  insignificant  they  become.  To  judge  of  Paul 
by  his  last  efibrt,  we  opine  he  will  learn  this  fact. 

We  frankly  confess  we  feel  a  warm  attachment  for  the  State 
Society,  and  hope  that  in  the  next  six  years  it  will  not  produce 
even  "  three  reports,^*  unless  they  shall  be  made  up  of  valuable 
and  original  matter. 

In  the  meantime,  its  social  influence — -its  determination  to 
enforce  the  Ethics  will  exert  a  happy  and  progressive  influence. 
It  must  be  admitted  that  the  Society  has  been  used  by  designing 
men  for  bad  purposes,  but  it  illy  becomes  such  as  Caustic,  to  pour 
out  his  abuse  and  slang  on  each  and  every  member.  We  feel 
satisfied  he  is  not  one  of  the  men  who  has  stood  up  manfully 
against  the  admission  "  of  the  disorganizing  propagandist,  the 
presumptuous  arrogant  gasconade,  and  the  sliming  sycophant,'' 
nor  has  he  tried  to  bring  them  under  the  influence  of  the  •*  faith- 
ful tjcientitic  laborious  students  "  of  the  Society.  No,  nor  do  we 
believe  the  Society  has  ever  had  two  "  vagrant  volunteer  papers'' 
from  this  distinguished  "  Virtuous  "  fellow. 

It  is  well  that  it  is  so,  for  we  do  not  know  that  many  members 
would  be  able  to  endure  the  reading  of  even  07ie  after  the  style 
of  the  one  we  have  so  liberally  quoted  from. 

We  say  it  with  all  sincerity,  a  Society  is  better  without  such 
persons  as  this  Paul.  They  are  your  nice,  genteel,  distinguished 
(in  their  own  estimation) fault-finders,  who  never  do  anything,  but 
yet  are  constantly  creating  diflSculties  by  their  criticism  and 
abuse.  They  have  but  one  idea,  and  that  is,  advancement  of 
their  own  position,  hence  they  are  ihi^ policy  men,  vilio,in private, 
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are  *m,  all  sfdes,  bttteriy  opposed  to  ^m  meHsuzc  or  Ast  p^scn. 
Vit  in  public,  where  mflnence  and  action  are  valnable— aLent: 
sniL'ns.  di2Tiifi«*«L  and  excess velv  owlisiii  m  laoka^  Thev  ha^ea 
smiill  '*apiral  whict  they  use  wirii  the  principle  of  •*  ijoick:  ales 
and  small  profita."  •*  They  hide  with  the  hare,  and  himz  wirk  the 
dngs  ! "  We  ha^e  often  heard  the  '*  viruo9jt»  *'  indiirrrariiin.  the 
cant,  nrroana  and  whining  of  this  class,  and  know  their  coarse 
welL  ' 

This  Panl  has,  we  are  snre,  tried.  tQ  hav  or  hex  a  oosition  in 
the  *•  firm  of  Ebciprocitt  :  Tbcklh  mh  A5D  Fll  tickle  von.''  and 
has  been  refused,  as  not  havin^^  the  neeegmnry  capihiL  As  proof, 
let  us  refresh  our  readers  again :  "  They  are  all  for  show — out- 
mdit  show,  and  use  the  w»nt  kindfrf  material.  Good  mattriai.  ^hey 
€Bre  po^jr  Jud/tiH  of,  aftdanly  employ  it  thro^agh  mistake.^  Paul  has 
been  rejected  as  bad  metaL  though  he  estimates  himself  as  not 
only  20od.  but  hetter,  bewf.  We  must  again  repeat  onr  sorrow, 
that  we  have  not  room  to  handle  this  Panl  Caustic  as  he  deserresL 
We  intend  to  be  at  the  State  Society,  as  we  ha^e  been  in  the  past, 
and  in  the  mean  time  intend  to  do  all  we  can  to  make  it  usefuL 
We  do  not  intend  that  every  or  any  disappointed  parvenu  «haQ 
pass  unnoticed  in  his  unjust,  ill-natured  and  ill-timed  abuse  of  iL 
We  intend  to  keep  a  shaq>  look  out  for  Caustic  at  the  next  meeting 
We  hope,  in  the  mean  time,  something  may  be  done  for  him.  He 
nee<is  a  "  course  of  medidne/' 

We  do  not  think  anv  thing  else  will  relieve  him — nofc  even  this 
article,  which  we  have  written  partly  with  the  hope  that  a  change 
in  his  condition  mav  be  afiected.  But  we  do  not  understand  how 
it  can  be  brought  about  by  so  mild  a  remedy,  for  he  tells  us  that 
the  Society  •*  stinJcM  in  the  nostrils'^  of  those  on  whom  it  has  been 
fcrced.  He  must  be  cured  of  this  "  stink  in  the  nostrils,'*  or 
he  will  be  smelling  bad  things  henceforth,  and  wiU  certainly  pass 
the  remainder  of  his  virtuous  and  valuable  life  very  unhappily.  As 
a  dernier  resort,  as  a  piece  of  special  treatment,  and  said  by  high 
authority  to  be  wonderfully  successful,  we  would  advise  the  trial 
of  a  solution  of  the  nitrate  of  lead.  Paul  will  find  a  paper  on  its 
disinfecting  properties  in  the  W'^tern  Lancet^  publi&hed  some 
seven  years  ago  by  H.  G.  Carey,  M.  D.,  of  Dayton.  If  this  does 
not  cure  him,  we  promise  to  exert  our  influence  in  having  him 
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placed  on  one  of  the  Committees — ^not  at  its  "  tail/'  but  at  its 
head,  where  he  may  give  ns  one  of  his  papers,  which  we  hope  shall 
not  be  regarded  as  among  the  "  vagrant  volunteers."  If  this  will 
not  relieve  him  we  will  work  hard  to  have  him  obtain  an  interest 
in  the  "  firm  of  Keciprocity  :  Tickle  me  and  Til  tickle  you,"  with 
whom  we  have  at  present  no  acquaintance.  Finally,  one  solitary 
gleam  of  comfort  only  beams  upon  us — that  Paul  may  be  a  young 
man  with  vigor  of  constitution  and  no  hereditary  vieeSy  and  will 
be  certainly  cured  before  or  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  St^te 
Society,  if  he  will  follow  our  advice.  ** 


HARRISON'S  PERISTALTIC  LOZENGES. 

Several  weeks  since  we  received  a  box  of  these  lozenges,  from 
the  manufacturer,  Mr.  Harrison,  of  Boston,  with  the  request  that 
we  would  give  them  a  trial ;  we  have  not  had  any  suitable  oppor- 
tunity to  do  so  as  yet,  to  say  nothing  of  very  positive  antipathies 
from  the  nostrum  characteristics  that  envelope  each  package.  We 
quote  the  following,  however,  from  one  of  our  exchanges : 

"  Harrison's  Peristaltic  Lozenges. — This  preparation  originated 
several  years  since,  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Harrison,  has  been  very  gener- 
ally employed,  by  the  profession  in  this  region,  in  habitual  con- 
stipation, especially  with  a  tendency  to  hemorrhoids  and  prolapsus 
ani,  and  with  satisfactory  results.  It  is  a  judicious  laxative  and 
tonic,  the  principal  ingredients  being  senna  and  iron.  The  peris- 
taltic lozenges  are  prompt  in  their  operation,  with  less  than  usual 
pain,  generally  reliable,  and  in  form  convenient  and  acceptable 
even  to  children." 

Mr.  Harrison  makes  no  secret  of  the  constituents  of  these 
lozenges  to  the  medical  profession.  They  would  doubtless  prove 
a  pleasant  tonic  laxative,  and  they  are  put  up  neat  in  style  and 
"  not  bad  to  take."  Nevertheless,  we  have  a  repugnance  to  all 
preparations  put  forth  with  special  blazonry  and  pretense,  that  we 
have  no  desire  to  conceal ;— even  with  the  lozenges  of  Mr.  Harrison 
there  is  too  much  of  the  Ayer's  Pectoral  and  Pills  to  suit  our 
taste.  If,  however,  they  are  placed  in  the  hands  of  our  druggists, 
simply  as  a  neat  and  convenient  form  of  administering  iron  and 
33 
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wtnn^  we  sball  ptoImUt  eoBmeoiI  tke»  komr^  «■  f  iifm' 
sujfda — if  viih  tb&  Cherrr  Pect>>nl  poit  t^  viii  ae  tte  lass,  smi 
onij  ncrcice  ve  *ludl  erer  take  of  then.  We  sake  ifeip  senaro 
thoii  fallt  aft  exprewTe  cf  <Mir  rievi  cpm  a  gmvia;  «a»  -sf  3k»- 
tmou  that  are  attempting  to  me  the  leenlar  proiSeKasic  ?•}  3«L- 
iter  their  preteiuifi>iii,  and  therelj  pat  a  little  vind  is. 


SYDENHAM  SOaEIT  OF  I/>3a«Ht. 

We  have  for  g^j^reral  jeara  availed  oorselTte^  of  the  adraaiages 
offered  bj  this  soeietj,  in  procaring  rare  and  ralnaKe  \KKfSA.  and 
can  nrcommend  it  to  onr  friends.  It  was  instituted  in  1S43.  with 
a  view  of  sappljring  its  members  with  ralnable  medical  works, 
which  are  not  likelj  to  be  supplied  bj  the  efforts  of  indiTidoak. 
Three  Tolames,  handsomelj  boand  in  a  uniform  manner,  in  cii-th, 
gilt  edged,  are  usually  issued  in  the  jear.  From  a  circidar  sent 
us,  we  Gopj  the  following  list  of  books  which  maj  jet  be  obtained 
from  the  agents  of  the  society. 

The  subficription,  constituting  a  member,  is  fire  dollars,  annu- 
ally, payable  in  adiranoe,  and  which  may  be  sent  to  the  Local 
Secretary.  * 

List  of  the  Society's  Works,  of  which  copies  are  still  on  hand, 
and  from  which  new  members,  subscribing  iw  the  current  year, 
may  make  a  selection,  on  payment  of  an  additional  fire  dollars  for 
any  three  volumes,  with  the  exception  of  those  to  which  an  asterisk 
is  affixed.  Those  to  which  an  asterisk  is  aflSxed,  or  auT  other 
single  volume,  may  be  had  for  $2  50  per  volume. 

Sjdenhanu  Open  Obbui,  1  toL:  Hasse's  P^thologicftl  Anatomj.  1  toL; 
Riiaies  on  the  Smallpox  and  Measles,  1  toL  ;  The  Works  of  Hewaoa — ^Portrait 
ami  plates,  1  toL  ;  Ilupajtren's  Leetnres  on  Diseases  and  Injories  of  Bones,  1 
foL  ;  Dapajtren  on  Leakins  of  the  Yadcalar  System,  etc.,  1  toL;  Mem<»rs  of  the 
Freneh  Aeademj  of  Sargery,  1  toL  ;  Fencht«»rsleben's  )Iedical  PlBjcholoor,  1  roL ; 
Microaeopieal  B^aearehes  of  Sehwann  and  S-hleiden,  1  toI^ — ^Plates;  The  Works 
<if  ¥1.  Harrejr,  M.  D.,  one  toI.;  The  Genuine  Works  of  Hif^iocrmtca,  2  toLs.  ; 
Essays  on  Paerperal  Ferer,  and  Other  Dbeases  Peculiar  to  Women,  1  toL  ;  The 
works  of  Sydenham  Translated  from  the  Latin.  2  rols. :  Unier  and  Prochaska  on 
the  NerroQS  System,  1  toI.  ;  AnnaJs  of  Infloenza,  1  toI.  :  Romberg  on  Diseases  of 
the  Nenrons  System,  2  to!s.  ;  Ko!liker*s  Manual  of, Human  Histology,  2  toIs. — 
Woodeats;  ^  Kokitansky's  Pathological  Anatomy,  Complete  in  4  Tola.:  ^Hunter 
.on  the  GraTid  Uterus,  I  toL.  folio — 34  plates,  with  descriptive  letter-press ;  Wedl's 
Pathological  Histologf,  1  roL — Woodeats :  Oesterlen's  Medical  Logic,  1  toL  ;  Vd- 

r>au  on  Diseases  of  the  Breast,  1  toL  ;  The  Works  of  Aretaeus,  Greek  and  English, 
ToL  RICHARD  J.  DUNGLISON,  U.  D.. 

Hon,  Local  Seentmrsf  far  Pkilmddpkia, 
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THE    MEDICAL    WORLD, 

A  Journal  of   Universal  Medical   Science,     Edited  by  Drs.  J.  F.  C.  Smith  and  E.  S. 
Smithy  Boston, 

This  IS  a  new  Journal,  conducted  by  Dr.  Smith,  formerly  editor 
of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  After  we  had  read 
the  title,  and  looked  over  its  contents,  advertising  sheet,  and  all, 
we  drew  a  long  breath,  and  felt  relieved.  0  tempora  !  0  mores  ! 
What  is  the  world  coming  to?  The  Medical  Worlds  a  Journal  of 
universal  Medical  Science,  indeed !  It  is  the  first  time  we  ever 
knew  that  Ayer's  Cherry  Pectoral  and  Cathartic  Pills,  and  Dr. 
Wistar's  Balsam  of  Wild  Cherry,  could  be  at  all  regarded  as 
worthy  of  a  place  in  a  respectable  Journal  of  Medical  Science. 
The  advertising  sheet  of  this  Journal  is  filled  with  the  lying 
advertisements  of  the  rankest  kind  of  quack  nostrums,  and 
the  most  dangerous  class  of  empirics.  The  editors  need  not 
bristle  up,  and  say  ugly  things  in  return,  for  we  must  take  the 
inalienable  right  belonging  to  the  fraternity,  of  expressing  our- 
selves freely  and  plainly  of  their  Journal. 

Let  us  instance  the  quack  advertisements  which  we  find  in  the 
first  number :  Diseases  of  the  Throat  and  Lungs  successfully 
treated  by  medicated  inhalation,  by  H.  P.  Dillenback,  M.  D.  The 
usual  statements  of  the  success  following  the  use  of  the  inhala- 
tions, after  the  style  of  the  great  New  York  quack,  Hunter, 
accompanies  Dillenback's  advertisement.  Of  course,  patients  are 
told  that  by  "  transmitting  a  careful  and  minute  statement  of 
their  case  in  writing,''  that  '*the  appropriate  remedies,  and  all 
necessary  directions,  can  be  sent  to  them  by  express !"  Next,  we 
find  the  advertisement  of  the  Boston  Lung  Institute !  Again, 
and  still  more  attractive,  we  find  the  following,  that  "  Cancers  can 
be  cured.  Scrofula,  and  other  diseases,  which  have  baflSed  the 
skill  of  our  best  physicians,  can  also  be  cured,  so  as  to  stay  cured, 
by  Dr.  B.  Greene,  Scientific  Indian  Physician ! !" 

But,  still  more  disgusting  and  objectionable,  we  find  the  last 
page  covered  with  the  following :  A  Book  for  both  sexes.  Price 
75  cents.  The  Physiology  of  Marriage,  by  a  married  man,  and 
a  distinguished  physician  ! ! !  '^  (who  is  he?)  A  book  belonging 
to  a  class  which  are  concealed,  and  read  in  boarding  schools  for 
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arntiruiu.  Tin  ir»  *a  irrncipaL  r»futi*rs — *  'inis  if  '>[)»«K5  iriicii 
•ieHr:-)^'^  "he  mimla  likt*  i  '}i:irhnnif  auliiww.  -rhose  iniiTifni.*e  la 
Ti  'aasHi  nswriirbnnon.  ihnr~.ini.  lliirir  :iire!r*)iir*e.  -inii  ail  3iim- 
aer  jf  ini!ii*annp?-s.  V4  •TT"re  )f  "rimr  -re  jave  -seen  >f  riiiwe 
will)  aave  r*ad  "his  ilivss  if  b^ioita  "o  Ttiu-h  riiis  leiL'iuss.  W -1 
Wiju  jf  111  'he*i  a(ii"'*r::a«me;ird  .*  Tjy.  lornmi^  aiore  "ihim 
•iar  Zt.  ."?iuirh  [a  Jiak:n*r  "hem  uni  'heir  lathoni  ri'-anttitabit — 
i»  Z!v:nir  "hi?  Lie  nrj  ■yhac  iiil  J7>'i.  huih-Tonefi.  hloitll  iiiy^ciAii& 
iniie^i  "iie  *!inrR  pmreaaion.  hav*^  4aid  )f  ~nem  Time  ?ver  ja»L 
2fP^n.  :?iiDn«)ae  Mine  poor  miaeraaie  in^-aiiu  iiiail  '.*ozne  acTOan  :he 
judical  W'Hd.  and  .Tr?aa  "heae  ju^-er::aenients  Ji  a  'oumaL  Those 
^•iitur  hai»  lieen  *  mnmaceiy  :ueoe!ared  :or  niure  'iian  1  •^oiirsH' 
iH  .\  r**nrur^. '  Tirh  me  )f  :iie  jesi:  meiiicai 'onmuL&  jf  rhe  rjiiii" 
trv.  That  Toiiiii  iie  -mv  ;inii  3eiieve  *  W-t  l^^ave  :he  Drt  Smiih 
t3D  :ui»wer.  ThiA  i&  me  ji  uie  lea&c  >r;inDiainca  ^e  hart^  10  oiake. 
'*  F^sO.  de:m.  r'tiWL. "  and  oil  xanner  >f  nieaicoi  incieanneaa.  ire  :o 
he  ;)njiii£Qi:  "OireUier.  ana  iia  a  >iommun  doodicate.  A.  'cttiu  jf 
3ii-*iiLtu  'ib*'f"r.  -igauitf.  fraTeiriii*i  .5  Aittrinpced  :o  je  esOuuLshed. 
X  nietuisu  3iillemu.ni  i^j  ~u  x;  inaui£Tirace«i '.  Liacen  n>  :iie  '^rors 
in  :heir  ^ucacion :  Alloioathic.  homeoDauiic.  and  hvdroDaihic 
pracritioners-.  <7ia  nami  7/7  ^^hemn  uiw  in  '^r>v^*mtnicu.  htr'-'^f/n*, 
to  oroniaiiiatr  ihtir  ioK-rr^nj^^f  <uit  •'/  ade.  m  in  •ort^  ieitL  '^••r  hf 
iiiftfxtim  'f  muwUdg^'.  '. 

For  :he  iiifbiion  )r  knowie»i2»? .'.'.'. 

■'  We  jeiieve  Oisu  in  :he 'Trtue  -  »r  pn>i£ress.  and.  :iiMPfbre.  >iien 
zhe  iay:»?s  >f  "hid  jouniai  :o  Die«iieai  writer?  )f  rtn/  ienomiiufuvii 
;dipjai£iioat  "he  Uai'jn.'  W*^  Oiive  little  i.^onddence  :a  :he  3ian 
Tthio  hafi  -if^L'ved  haiif  a  '/ifetime  in  a  '>asm«^4A.  art.  yc  proieafiion. 
whu  iuddeniy  le&re:>  it.  :>r  i^han^rea  hia  belief  in  rescmni  to  iome 
yi  its-  .^at  .-mrdinal  prxneipie;^,  -x-  "he  »Hiquecte  ;n>veniins5  ''^^"' — 
a  veil  -etiQuaced  aiiViMciaui.  tuo,  oc  oiiddie  life,  or  <}lder.  sodden  !▼ 
be^iOieii  a  luaiiis.  A  minuKer  who  leaver  \\\a  church  and  relijucion 
for  oQocher,  v.*onunan«iA  neidif*r  our  rer^pect  or  i^nikienee.  W>.> 
▼erilv'  believe  thac  it  i:»  -^  che  Ia»u  of  the  de»h  and  pride  ox  life*' — 
the  dollar  which  sceaU  over  them  the  tiacrerin!i:  and  plt^affinic 
changew  We  do  not  ehanse  the  editors  ot  :he  Warid  with  hiHi 
mouveft^biU  tkeir  course  ^espeiiiallj  thac  of  the  seniorj  loois»  » 
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OB,  at  this  distance,  as  if  ke  wished  only  to  make  nMyaey.  li 
soands  bad  and  ominous  in  onr  ears,  when  we  hear  a  man  talk 
load  and  long  aboat  progri'*^  the  pix^ressive  spirit  of  the  a^  (a 
word,  which  has  erased  and  nuDed  too  many),  who  has  or  is  about 
to  make  a  somerset,  in  his  crt«d  or  opinions.  The  editors  of  the 
World  "  believe  in  the  Tirtue  of  progress."  They  oertainly  do, 
if  progress  in  scientific  medidDe  consists  in  taking  m<mey  from 
the  vilest  qnacks,  for  publishing  their  advertisements  and  paSa. 
Yes,  it  is  progress,  to  |rfaee  side  by  side^  and  treat  with  the  same 
consideration,  the  scientific  physidan,  the  patient,  carefol,  labori^ 
oas  student,  the  honest  well-wisher  of  his  raoe,  with  the  pretender^ 
the  boastful,  deceiving,  money-getting  quack — the  leech  on  the 
lives  and  pockets  of  innocent,  silly  ign^ance ;  '^  and  theneforo 
open  the  pages  of  this  journal  to  medical  writers  of  every  deno- 
mination ! !"  We  shall  expect  soon  to  see  in  the  World  a  paper 
from  Dr.  Greene,  scientific  Indian  physician,  on  his  9p«eialiii^ 
followed  by  <me  from  a  Female  Physician,  (?)  a  Spiritualist^ 
Hydropathist,  Edectic,  Urine,  charm,  Negro  Doctor  (?)  and  one 
from  a  magnate  of  the  profession  of  Boston ;  and  lastly,  though  not 
least,  an  editorial,  in  which  will  be  indicated  the  progremvt  poinit 
in  each  and  all,  and  a  notice  to  the  *^  society  for  the  diffusion  of 
useful  knowledge,"  of  the  discovery,  that  it  may  publish  them  to 
the  world. 

If  there  be  any  truth  in  spiritualism,  this  first  copy  of  the 
World  J  if  laid  on  the  grave  of  such  men  as  Chapman,  Wistar, 
Drake,  Harrison,  and  Warren,  would  cause  them  to  turn  over  in 
rage,  and  burst  by  their  "  knocks "  the  cerements  which  bind 
them  in  their  narrow  resting-places. 

There  is  a  nation  of  people  in  Europe,  who  fight  under  any 
and  every  flag — for  pay.  Shall  we  say  it,  for  it  looks  much  like 
it,  that  the  World  proposes  to  fight /or  aU^for -progrew. 

We  hate  and  cordially  despise  the  crew  of  quacks  at  present 
existing.  The  little  truth  in  any  or  all  of  their  vaunted  so-called 
schools  or  systems,  is  not  worth  the  price  of  the  time  or  trouble 
to  seek  it  out  They  are  dishonest,  a  fawning,  whining  set,  full 
of  pretension  and  hypocrisy,  and  loud  in  their  abuse  of  what 
they  are  pleased  to  call  the  **  regulars,"  or  old  schooL  No,  no, 
away    with    such    cattle,    away    with    such    howling,    canting 
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If  p^igp»  miMtti  m  rmigpiMiiS  1*^ 
wham  hafffi  neitJEiFr  picIimniarT  or  medifaiL  efrmrMHUi-  viuHK 
viioie  scoek  in  tasuie  i»  ona  muidl  idta,  ve  tieaaiK  tn  eaac  anEluir 
just  where  we  are.  and  sa  hackwanl  ami  am.  <7wr  tfae  p^Ci^  '^ 
Hippocrareii).  <3siLe9l  ami  SfrlenimiiL  and  live  in  s^arit  wish  Sap- 
ff^pli,  Pan.  FemL  SebeiTien^  Clatzprbndc  CniliBU  Thfxmpnn. 
Gnivea.  Ph-^aick,  HiMfir.  Bnak*  Drake,  and  xh»  homL  *Jt  ^sduss, 
greac  and  ome.  We  &eL  diai;  Dc  anuifa.  will  do  the  siesitiae 
pci&aiiion  gr^ac  nqarr.  fie  hfli»  oondnctpd  an  a&ift  joniiiaL  am 
haa  reputation  at  least  away  frowL  home,  and  now  in  oia  'ikL 
day»  tfaac  he  dujold  tiuriw  hia  anna  aroimd  dia  aaHHcna^  die 
lepinaa.  die  hiitML  lame,  ami  Iiak.  and  attEvpt  to  troitmrm  ds 
namraHy  'ifarmaL  ia  to  ua  niunifying;  and  aaly  &  pnoaC  diot 
smeii  of  die  pngreaa  of  our  agy^  ia  faaekmuiL  ffia  wosk.  we 
believe^  ia  diat  of  Syaspimft.  Gud  zrant  if  may  be  ao.  dnrngiL 
frnnL  die  bottzim  of  our  hearts^  we  write  moiB  in  sarow  dian 


The  qnacksb  and  diar  name  ia  lesion*  wilL  or  at  If  ir  omght 
tD  aold  a  eonvendon,  and  prespnt  die  editxn»  of  dm  Warid  Acane^ 
aa  emhiemadc  of  die  blow  diev  have  smeiL  cd  tme  aeienritfe 
medkine.  As  any  rate*  ciiey  lejoiee  smd  are  siad.  We  aiiaO. 
beur  die  eefaoa  'if  dieir  hnaannaa  in  piaiae  of  die  Whrid  eie  lonc^ 
We  gn-atly  miatnkp  die  tsempn*  of  die  dmes.  and  die  feelings  of 
sentiilc  gipaitieaieiL  in  dna  lantnde.  if  tiiey  look  widi  a  kindly 
eye,  or  extend  a  dympathinng  band  to  diia  jonmaL  f 


MJBDHJAL  ^OHOOL5 — raTBODHCTOar  LHCTUHB^. 

Apisb  two  weeks-  of  preliminary  k^etnrN^  the  negnlar  ooniaa 
eommeoeed  in  the  Hiami  Xedical  Coiless^.  and  tiie  yi>*Hrad  Coile^vjii 
of  Ohio,  with  an  iutrodoeUHnr  in  the  Xiami  aefaodL  on  Wecfaieadar 
efwungx  October  loth,  by  Prof.  Coiaie^T»:  and  on  tiie  same  eres- 
ing,  in  the  Ohio  aehodi  by  Prof.  Lawaon.  The  Cmeznnati  CoL  of 
Xed.  and  Snr^.  doe»  not  csummenee  ita  resrular  eonm  until  the 
first  ot  November  iiist.  A  Iat*g!e  number  of  Medical  ;itndenta  are 
in  the  city,  and  the  preisenc  indications  ait»  that  the  CHiio  ariioaL 
wil)  bare  a  larger  dLasft  than  ife  baa  had  finr  two  or  three  wintefa 
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past,  and  that  the  Miami  school  will  have  the  largest  class  that  it 
has  ever  had. 

Prof.  Comegys  delivered  his  introductory  to  a  large  and  grati- 
fied audience  of  students  and  physicians,  as  well  as  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  friends  of  the  Institution.  The  prefatory  remarks  were 
exceedingly  fine — often  swelling  out  into  real  eloquence.  There 
was  a  slight,  but  pardonable  degree  of  egotism  in  the  allusions 
to  the  early  struggles  and  triumphs  of  the  school,  but  altogether, 
we  considered  them  very  proper  and  appropriate.  The  tribute  to 
the  ability  and  worth  of  the  men  who  composed  the  faculty  in  the 
Ohio  Med.  Col.  in  the  winter  of  1852,  (when  the  Miami  school 
was  organized)  as  well  as  the  tribute  to  those  departed  names  of 
Drake  and  Locke,  was  timely  and  in  good  taste.  In  the  body  of 
his  discourse  Prof  C.  in  a  very  brief  manner,  called. up  visions  of 
the  great  men  of  all  ages,  that  have  thronged  the  temple  of  Med- 
icine, and  have  delighted  to  do  it  honor.  From  Esculapius, 
seated  on  his  fabled  throne,  down  past  Hippocrates,  and  Galen, 
and  Sydenham,  and  Harvey — pointing  in  proud  triumph  to  a  dis- 
sected heart,  emblematic  of  his  demonstration  of  the  circulation 
of  the  blood;  and  Jenner,  another  victor  over  the  horrors  of  one  of 
death's  messengers ;  still  down  later  to  Rush,  and  Drake,  and  Locke, 
and  Simpson ;  and  in  conclusion,  giving  a  beautiful  allusion  to 
the  venerable  Mussey,  the  head  and  chieftain  of  the  Miami  faculty, 
an  allusion  that  was  promptly  acknowledged  by  a  hearty  outburst 
of  applause.  This  vision  of  the  temple  of  Medicine,  with  its 
throng  of  true  votaries,  who  in  a  long  series  of  centuries  have 
been  those  who  have  contributed  to  the  steady  progress,  and  accu- 
mulated excellence  of  science  and  art,  was  a  very  proper  and  fit- 
ting introduction  to  the  general  proposition  which  made  the  con- 
clusion, and  was  the  point  of  the  discourse — a  proposition  for  the 
legal  recognition  and  protection  of  the  Medical  profession.  The 
idea  of  Prof.  C.  is  to  have  an  organization  in  every  county,  which 
may  be  called  an  academy  of  Medicine.  Borrowing  something 
from  the  plan  of  the  French  organization  of  the  practice ;  that 
no  man  shall  practice  medicine  in  the  commonwealth  except  he  be 
first  admitted  by  examination  into  the  academy,  as  a  token  of  his 
having  given  reasonable  time  and  diligence  to  the  study  of  the 
human  system,  its  pathology  and  therapeutics ;  hut  the^i  having  been 
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GOLDEN  DAYS  OF  THE  APOTHECARIES. 

When  physician  and  apothecary  were  good  friends,  and  the 
physician  was  a  man  who,  in  the  phrase  of  the  trade — for  here 
we  must  needs  call  it  a  trade— could  write  well,  something  like 
this  was  the  result  We  quote  only  one  day's  medicine,  pre- 
scribed by  a  physician,  and  administered  by  an  apothecary,  to  a 
fever  patient.  The  list  of  medicine  given  on  each  other  day  is 
quite  as  long,  and  every  bolus  is  found  in  the  same  way  duly 
specified  in  "Mr.  Parret  the  apothecary's  bill,  sent  in  to. Mr.  A. 
Dalley,  who  was  a  mercer  on  Ludgate  Hill."  We  quote  the* sup- 
ply for  the  fourth  day's  illness : 

August  10. 

Another  Pearl  Julap £0  6  10 

Another  Hvpnotick  Draught 0  2  0 

A  Cordial  58olus 0  2  0 

A  Cordial  Draught 0  1  8 

A  Cordial  Pearly  Emulsion 0  4  6 

Another  Pearl  Julap 0  6  8 

Another  Cordial  Julap 0  3  8 

Another  Bolus 0  2  4 

Another  Draught 0  1  8 

A  Pearl  Julap 0  4  6 

A  Cordial  Draught 0  2  0 

An  Anodyne  Mixture 0  4  6 

A  Glass  of  Cordial  Spirits 0  2  0 

Another  Mucilage 0  3  4 

A  Cooling  Mixture 0  3  6 

A  Blistering  Plaister  to  the  Neck 0  2  6 

Two  more  of  the  same  to  the  Arms 0  5  0 

Another  Apozem 0  3  6 

Spirit  of  Hartshorn 0  0  6 

Plaister  to  dress  the  Blisters 0  0  6 

One  day's  medical  treatment  is  here  represented,  as  it  was 
often  to  be  met  with  in  the  palmy  days  of  physic,  when 

Some  fell  by  laudnum,  and  some  by  steel, 
And  death  in  ambush  lay  in  eyery  pill. 

Then  truly  might  Dr.  Garth  write  to  his  neighbors,  how 

The  piercing  caustics  ply  their  spiteful  pow'r, 
Emetics  wrench,  and  keen  cathartic  scour. 
The  deadly  drugs  in  double  doses  fly; 
And  pestles  peal  a  martial  symphony. 

— Edinburgh  Med,  Jour,  from  JBousehold  Words. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY— PRIZE  QUESTION  FOR  fsST- 

The  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  is  authorized,  hy  a  donation 
from  one  of  its  members,  to  ofier  the  sum  of  One  hundred  Dol- 
lars for  the  best  Dissertation  adjudged  worthy  of  a  prize  on  the 
following  theme,  viz : 

**  We  toould  regard  every  approach  toward  the  rational  and  suc- 
cessful prevention  and  management  of  disease^  without  the  necessity 
of  drugs,  to  be  an  advance  in  favor  of  humanity  and  scientific 
medicine.^' 

The  packet  accompanying  the  successful  Dissertation  will  be 
broken  in  open  meeting,  and  the  author's  name  announced  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Society  in  May,  1857. 

Dissertations  for  the  above  prize  must  be  sent  (post  paid),  to 
the  Corresponding  Secretary,  Dr.  C.  E.  Ware,  No.  6  Temple 
Place,  Boston,  on  or  before  April  15,  1857. 

By  order  of  the  Councillors, 

B.  E.  COTTING,  Eecording  Seci*etary. 

RoxBURY,  November  1,  1856. 


IPECACUANHA  IN  DYSENTERY. 

It  is  well  known  that  ipecacuanha  was  first  brought  into  use  as 
a  remedy  by  the  remarkable  success  which  attended  its  adminis- 
tration in  dysentery ;  and  that,  for  a  long  while  afterward,  its 
principal  use  was  confined  to  this  disease,  and  it  was  considered 
by  many  to  be  by  far  the  most  valuable  remedy  known.  By 
degrees,  however,  as  other  and  important  remedies  were  introduced, 
this  gradually  fell  into  comparative  disuse,  and  now  it  is  not 
nncommon  to  read,  in  our  works  on  practice  and  in  our  medical 
journals,  long  lists  of  remedies  for  dysentery,  without  even  any 
mention  of  this  once  celebrated  article.  Our  convictions,  founded 
on  experience,  not  unfrequently  lead  us  to  the  employment  of  old 
remedies  in  preference  to  new,  and  thus  we  have  been  able,  in 
several  instances,  to  cure  this  formidable  disease  by  a  substitu- 
tion of  the  ipecac  treatment  for  other  means,  under  the  use  of 
which  life  had  well-nigh  been  despaired  of.  Many  years  ago  a 
young  man  came  under  our  care,  after  a  long  and  ine£Pectual 
course  of  treatment  for  dysentery,  when  nearly  all  hope  of  recov- 
ery had  fled ;  and  nearly  every  other  remedy  having  been  used, 
under  the  direction  of  able  physicians,  scarcely  any  resource 
remained  but  an  experiment  with  this  ancient  remedy,  which  was 
made,  the  ipecac  being  given  in  very  large  quantities  for  several 
successive  days,  exclusive  of  all  other  medicine,  when  the  disease 
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subsided,  and  the  patient  was  cured.  We  have  used  it  frequently 
since,  with  excellent  eflFect,  both  in  substance  and  decoction ;  but 
very  recently  a  patient  has  recovered  under  this  treatment,  whose 
case  is  worthy  of  notice,  as  showing  what  large  quantities  of 
powdered  ipecac  the  stomach  will  bear  in  a  confirmed  and  obstinate 
case  of  this  disease. 

This  was  a  case  of  several  days*  continuance,  resisting  the  reme- 
dial power  of  various  appliances  in  common  use  in  this  disease. 
The  continuance  of  the  same  plan  of  treatment,  or  any  part  of  it, 
seemed  to  promise  little  benefit  after  the  experiments  already 
made,  and  we,  therefore,  determined  to  make  a  fair  trial  of  the 
ipecac.  We  began  by  administering  one  drachm  of  powdered  ipe- 
aic,  which  producing  no  nausea,  or  other  perceptible  effect,  was  fol- 
lowed by  another  drachm  in  half  an  hour.  Two  other  one-drachm 
doses  were  given  at  intervals  of  one  hour,  before  vomiting  was 
produced,  and  then  only  to  a  slight  extent.  Soon  afterward  a 
feculent  stool  gave  the  patient  temporary  relief  from  the  painful 
tenesmus  with  which  he  was  suffering.  The  ipecac  was  continued 
in  doses  of  one  drachm  each,  prolonging  the  intervals  as  the  nausea 
and  vomiting  indicated,  until  one  ounce  had  been  given.  After- 
ward, as  the  stomach  had  become  more  and  more  impressionable, 
the  doses  were  reduced  to  half  a  drachm  each,  with  occasional 
prolongation  of  the  intervals,  until  a  full  half-ounce  more  was 
given.  Then,  on  account  of  the  greater  susceptibility  of  the 
stomach  to  its  influence,  the  doses  were  further  reduced  to  fifteen 
grains,  which  now  caused  greater  nausea  than  one  drachm  in  the 
beginning.  The  dysenteric  symptoms  gradually  subsided  under 
this  treatment,  and  the  patient  recovered.  No  other  medicine 
was  used  until  the  day  after  the  dysenteric  symptoms  were 
relieved. — Editorial — Memphis  Med.  Recorder,  Sept. 


THE  TREATMENT  OF  CANCER  BY  THE  METHOD  OF  LANDOLFI. 

In  our  52nd  volume  (page  483),  we  gave  the  details  of  Dr. 
Landolfi's  method  of  treating  cancer  by  the  external  application 
of  a  caustic  preparation,  which,  the  inventor  maintained,  would 
not  only  destroy  the  malignant  growth,  but  leave  a  surface  covered 
with  healthy  granulations,  and  secreting  pus  of  a  good  quality. 
It  was  maintained  that  in  most  cases  the  cure  takes  place  rapidly, 
leaving  a  citatrix  resembling  that  made  by  a  clean  incision.  This 
method  has  been  tested  experimentally  at  the  Salpntriere  by  a 
commission,  at  the  head  of  which  was  M.  Broca.  We  copy  the 
following  conclusion  from  the  report  of  the  commission,  which  we 
find  in  the  Qazeite  des  Hapitaux  for  May  13th.     It  will  be  seen 
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that    the   report    is   wholly  onfkvormble   to  the  twtmeiit    of 
Laiuiolfi. 

*•  The  **  method  ^  wia  tried  hj  the  invemtor  hrmaelf.  in  nine 
csncera  of  the  breaat,  and  three  cancroid  grovth&  Of  the  nine 
cancers,  two  of  the  cases  provied  fiital,  foMr  w«e  notahlT  me^rnk- 
▼ateti,  in  thr*{e  there  waa  cicatnzation,  fi>IIowed  inunediaiieiv  hj 
relapse.  Of  the  cases  of  cancroid  disi^ase,  one  wis  cored,  '-ne 
dcatnzed,  bat  the  disease  retnme<L  and  in  tme  the  disease  was  ^ 
Boch  aggravated  that  ampatation  of  the  limb  was  neeessary.  In 
CDDcliision,  the  method  of  Landolfi  m  only  i^licable  to  a  limited 
nnmber  of  cases  of  cancer :  it  is  more  painlU  and  more  uncer- 
tain than  many  other  methods  of  canterisation,  and  is  especiaUr 
inferior  to  the  plan  of  Dr.  Canqnoin,  of  which  it  is  but  an 
imperfect  and  modified  imitation.  Like  other  modes  of  trealr 
ment,  it  may  aocoeed  in  destroyini;  certain  tnmors^  and  in  prodnc^ 
in^  cicatrization,  bat  it  is  whollj  incapable  of  preventing  a 
relapse  of  the  disease,  whidi,  in  fact,  it  rather  hastens :  and.  far 
from  constitatin^  an  advancement  in  the  treatment  of  these  affee^ 
tions.  it  is  bat  one  more  illosion  added  to  the  nomber  wiikh  the 
history  of  cancer  atlbrds. — JBotton  Journal,  Jaly. 


SHOULD  STRYCHNIA  BE  EXPLOYSD  IS  X  MEDfCDTK? 

That  there  is  and  always  will  be  a  Sishion  in  physic  no  one 
win  deny.  The  nomber  of  reminlies  once  deemed  indispensable, 
and  that  fonnd  their  way  into  almost  every  prescription,  that  now 
dumber  unasked  for  on  the  shelves  of  the  apothecary,  folly  attest 
Ae  truth  of  this  observation :  and  were  this  fashion  eontined  to 
the  administration  of  remedies  which,  while  they  derived  their 
ephemeral  reputation  from  their  combination  with  others  of 
k&own  action  and  utility,  were  under  no  circumstances  fitted  tor 
the  purposes  of  crime,  there  would  be  but  little  harm  in  it :  but 
if  the  administration  of  such  a  deadly  poison  as  strychnine  rests 
an  no  better  foundation — if  all  the  etfects  attributable  to  it, 
except  its  fatal  one.  are  attainable  from  other  and  safer  agents, 
k  becomes  a  question  whether  it  should  not  be  erased  from  the 
pharmacopeia,  and  its  presence  in  the  shops  of  the  dru^rsrists 
rendered  unneeessarv.  The  simple  fact  of  strvchnia  bein^  a 
deailly  poison,  and  of  rapid  fatality,  is  not,  I  admit,  sufficient 
reason  for  this  exclusion.  Many  of  the  mtnlicines  used  in  the 
healing  art  are  so:  but  then  the  nature  of  their  operation  is  such, 
tiiat,  if  arrested,  or  guided  by  the  hand  of  science,  the  most 
beneficial  results  mav  be  obtained  from  them :  but  in  the  action 
of  strychnia,  this  is  not  the  case :  there  is  not  one  of  the  eifecta 
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that  it  exhibits  in  its  rapid  career  that  can  be  made  thus 
available. 

The  peculiar  tetanic  spasm  that  it  produces,  led  its  discoverer, 
I  believe,  to  anticipate  from  it  a  remedy  for  paralytic  affections. 
Had  this  been  the  case,  its  retention  in  the  pharmacopeia  might 
be  jastified,  but  I  fear  that  the  profession  has  found  this  to  be  m 
fallacy.  That  it  may,  in  very  minute  doses,  in  combiuation  with 
other  agents,  produce  some  beneficial  effects,  in  the  functional 
derangements  of  certain  organs,  may  be  possible,  though  I  am 
inclined  to  doubt  it ;  but  these  effects  are  equally  attainable  from 
other  medicines,  and  certainlv  do  afford  no  excuse  for  its  use. 
The  frightful  disclosures  that  our  various  courts  of  justice  are 
daily  bringing  to  light  with  regard  to  it — ^the  careless  manner  in 
which  this  deadly  poison  has  passed  from  hand  to  hand — the  evi- 
dence as  to  its  dreadful  effects,  and  the  silence  as  to  its  utility, 
all  tend  to  make  this  a  subject  worthy  of  the  attention  of  the 
profession,  if  not  of  the  legislature  itself.  The  virtues  of  such 
a  remedy  should  be  clear  indeed,  to  compensate  for  the  danger 
attendant  on  its  use. 

If,  however,  it  be  found  impossible  to  do  away  with  it  as  a 
medicine,  surely  it  might  be  kept  in  such  a  state  of  solution 
that,  while  it  left  it  a  remedy  in  the  hands  of  the  physician, 
would  unfit  it  for  the  deadly  purposes  of  crime, — Lancet, 


NriRATK  OF  Silver  for  the  Cure  of  Prolapsus  Anl — Mr. 
Lloyd  treats  prolapsus  ani  by  smearing  the  whole  surface  of  the 
protruded  bowel  with  solid  caustic,  and  then  returning  the  bowel. 
The  application  is  repeated  once  in  a  week  or  fortnight,  as  may 
be  requisite.  Mr.  Llojd  states  that  he  rarely  found  it  necessary 
to  employ  it  more  than  three  or  four  times ;  and  further,  that 
although  the  plan  had  been  one  invariable  resort  with  him  for  a 
long  series  of  years,  that  he  had  never  known  any  untoward 
consequences  to  result  In  cases  in  which  the  protruded  bowel 
has  become  swollen,  and  is  difficult  of  reduction,  the  effect  of  the 
caustic  is  surprising.  To  one  such  case,  the  mass  could  be  easily 
seen  to  diminish  in  size  under  its  influence.  Mr.  Lloyd  does  not 
limit  the  use  of  this  remedy  solely  to  prolapsus,  but  adopts  it 
also  in  cases  of  hemorrhoidal  congestion,  and  thickening  of  the 
mucous  membrane  about  the  verge  of  the  anus. — Med.  Times  and 
Gazette. 

Dr.  J.  F.  Perkey,  in  Ohio  Medical  and  Surgical  Joui-nal^ 
recommends  Strychnine  given  internally  for  the  treatment  of 
Prolapsus  Ani.  He  prescribes  Hall's  Sol.  Strych.  Dose,  three 
to  six  drops  three  times  a  day,  to  a  child  two  years  old. 
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ETHERIZATION  IN  NERVOUS  OR  VITAL  SHOCK. 
[From  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  JoumaL] 

Messrs.  Editors  : — The  influence  of  etherization  in  prevent- 
ing nervous  or  vital  shock,  from  severe  sargical  operations,  is.  I 
suppose,  a  fact  well  established  in  the  minds  of  experienced  sur- 
geons. But  whether  the  shock,  already  induced  bj  a  severe 
injury,  can  be  relieved  by  the  same  means,  and  the  nervous  system 
quickly  ri'stored  to  its  normal  condition,  is  a  question  which  I 
have  not  seen  discussed,  nor  has  my  limited  reading  brought  to 
my  notice  any  published  facts  having  a  direct  bearing  on  this 
important  subject 

The  following  case,  which  occurred  in  my  practice  some  months 
since,  seems  to  me  to  look  somewhat  in  that  direction,  and  the 
result  was  so  unexpected  and  satisfactory  to  my  own  mind,  that  I 
am  induced  to  offer  it  for  publication,  if  you  deem  it  of  sufficient 
interest  to  deserve  a  place  in  the  Journal, 

Mr.  B.,  aged  about  27,  an  industrious  mechanic  of  good  habits, 
was  tending  a  planing  machine,  in  which  the  cylinder,  holding 
the  knives,  worked  on  the  under  side  of  the  board  to  be  planed. 
While  removing,  with  his  left  foot,  the  shavings  accumulated 
under  the  machine,  the  boot  was  caught  by  the  revolving  knives, 
and,  before  the  machine  could  be  stopped,  the  foot  with  the  boot 
and  more  than  half  the  leg  below  the  knee  were  torn  to  fragments. 

I  saw  the  patient  very  soon  after  the  accident  Considerable 
blood  had  been  lost,  and  it  was  still  oozing  freely  from  the  lacera- 
ted stump.  He  was  blanched  and  faint,  complained  of  pain,  and 
was  restless.  The  skin  was  cold  and  moist,  and  the  pulse 
extremely  feeble.  He  was  removed  immediately  to  his  boarding 
house ;  warmth  was  applied ;  opium,  morphine,  brandy,  etc., 
were  administered  freely,  with  no  perceptible  effect  As  the 
bleeding  continued  and  was  partly  arterial,  the  tourniquet  was 
suggested  and  applied.  He  still  moaned  and  complained  of  pain, 
which  was  probably  increased  by  the  tourniquet.  He  continued 
in  this  condition  for  two  or  three  hours,  taking  brandy  and  mor- 
phine freely,  with  little  or  no  change.  Etherization  was  now 
suggested  to  relieve  his  pain  and  restlessness.  He  commenced 
inhaling  sulphuric  ether,  and  very  soon  ceased  to  moan,  and, 
much  to  our  gratification,  we  found  the  pulse  rapidly  improving; 
80  that  in  about  twenty  minutes  from  the  commencement  of  the 
inhalation,  reaction  was  so  far  restored,  that  we  had  no  hesitation 
in  proceeding  at  once  to  amputation.  He  was  now  brought  fully 
under  the  influence  of  the  ether,  and  the  limb  was  removed 
below  the  knee.  He  bore  the  operation  well,  lost  but  little  blood, 
the  pulse  continued  good,  and  he  had  a  favorable  recovery. 

H.  Hatch,  M.  D. 
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Church  and  Sfate — No  Medical  Faculty  in  TMnUy  College. — 
The  Medical  Faculty  of  Trioity  College,  Toronto,  Canada  West, 
have  resigned  their  professorships.  The  reason,  as  publicly  stated 
in  the  daily  prints  of  Canada  West,  is,  that  the  Faculty  caused 
an  advertisement  to  be  inserted  in  the  local  papers,  stating  that 
students  in  medicine  henceforth  would  not  be  compelled  to  sub- 
scribe to  the  thirty-nine  article  of  the  Church  of  England,  and 
that  no  religious  test  would  be  demanded  of  them.  And  it  was 
furthermore  asserted,  that  pupils  cx)uld,  by  following  the  course 
of  instruction  at  Trinity,  procure,  if  they  pleased,  their  degrees 
at  any  other  University.  The  Council  of  the  College,  naturally 
indignant  at  this  open  declaration  of  rebellion  and  independence 
of  the  Medical  Faculty,  called  upon  them  to  withdraw  the 
obnoxious  advertisement  from  its  place  of  appearing,  and  to 
return  to  their  former  terms  of  connexion ;  but  the  Professors 
declining  to  yield,  and  the  difference  not  being  removable  in  any 
other  way,  the  latter  were  constrained  to  resign  their  various 
chairs,  which,  we  believe,  they  have  tilled,  during  the  few  years 
they  have  lectured,  in  a  distinguished  and  profitable  manner. — 
Mont   Chronicle, 

College  of  Physicians — Liberality  of  Dr.  Betton. — The  spirit  of 
liberality  evinced  by  Mr.  Mutter  in  his  preferred  gift  to  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians,  has  been  well  followed  up  by  a  similar  mani- 
festation on  the  part  of  Dr.  Thomas  Forrest  Betton,  the  distin- 
guished surgeon  of  Germantown,  who  made  known,  through  one 
of  his  friends,  at  the  last  meeting  of  that  society,  his  intention 
to  present  to  it  his. valuable  library  of  medical  works,  containing 
considerable  over  two  thousand  volumes — all  works  well  selected — 
and  many  of  them  of  great  rarity  and  value.  The  great  literary 
attainments  of  the  donor  in  professional  lore  are  a  sufficient 
guarantee  for  this.  This  collection  is  esteemed  by  those  who  are 
capable  of  judging  in  the  matter,  as  one  of  the  finest  private 
medical  libraries  in  the  country,  and  is  equally  the  result  of  the 
learning  and  fostering  care  of  Dr.  Betton's  father,  who,  in  his 
day  and  generation,  ranked  liigh  in  the  esteem  of  the  profession 
and  world  at  large  for  his  erudition  and  skill. 

This  will  be  an  invaluable  addition  to  the  library  of  that 
society,  which  has  been  augmented  to  twice  its  size  in  the  last 
year  through  the  zeal  and  industry  of  its  indefatigable  librarian, 
Dr.  T.  Hewson  Bache,  who  deserves  great  credit  for  the  time  and 
care  he  bestows  in  the  discharge  of  the  offia\  The  library  of 
the  college  is,  we  believe,  already  more  replete  in  periodical 
literature  than  any  other  in  the  country,  and  will  be  invaluable 
for  reference. — Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
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Dt  fieri vf Ion  (f  a  Simj^e  In^trvmmt  for  IttfiaHvg  tie  Lung^ 
vf  In^'iini*  in  an  Ani'lvxiaf^-d  St/rte,  Bt  Jame?  G.  Wilson, 
M.  D ,  Fellow  of  ibe  FacnltT  of  PhTsicdans  asd  Snrireons  of 
Glafffow.  otc — The  instrnmeiii  c^asentiallT  c-rmsists  of  a  vnican- 
i*vd  lut.ia  rulibiT  1*11  filHini  the  j-ize  vf  aD  oranirt*-.  tc*  vLich 
is  aii^K-h;  d  a  ^t^  nuan-^iiver  inlie.  alK'tii  five  iIlcLe^  loiii:.  and 
pi-nr.v  cL.rved  lovwT'd?  :t«  fre*-  exTremhT.  TLe  tl'ik-  it  L-i':»jicu 
ml  '^v  exTT\-n:e  vn::.  ":»i;T  La*  two  c»T»eiiiiiir5  or  €-t.s.  like  a 
fomalt*  «i:bti*T.  a  ?>bon  diftauoe  frc-Tn  tb-r-  jK«:iit.  '.'^  c*:iiLpr--3«- 
inir  ^bt'  hail,  ihi'  (•-:-Ltaii  t-c  air  rc>ijt*  iJ.^t^  iLe  tliit  tad 
ii:\"»ii;;h  ilie  opetiiii:  a'r»:»vt:-iDrD: i >!)•.•  ^  bjil  oi:  remi'vir^  the 
prts>i:re  the  "riaH  riiTodiT  ^ipaiid*..  biil  :if'i-.jiiri«-  iiifs-iarTjT  reilied 
wiih  a.r.  vhid  mar  araiL  ne  tViiPiLtT-c  a^  'lefi'r-:.  '1»l  :i.Tr'> 
dD:*:Ti£  *»i>r*  TLlie  iLT.'  :Lf  JLtrTti.  4.:i«  a^iiu:  it  lii*  ii.ai.iJrr.  it 
i*  iV:.\-i..ns  usai  f:*r  li*-  id."*?.!  pan  ibr  s&nif-  air  votid  ':e  ii=ed 
ovtT  ai).":  ^vt^r  ara:t.  "rkici  v.-iil-d  \*t  &  mariiesi  Lisai^rL:  Taire 
ai)  d  fi  V  j'-»rj  a<»d  c«':  ot^oi  :c . .  Ti. i*..  L :  'W-  r*»r .  ;*.kL  ea*:: .  ^  ": ^  r-ni -*cied 
>T  2i.tf.:,c  an.iiifr  :«p:i.:T^  :l  Ujt  ti'iht.  ai»:»L-l  lt  :ii!:i  f:jia 
::*  i.::jL-iii!-'i.i  »:  tb*  :il11.  f>r  Uir  fr-.t  :i:::Te»  :■:'  fr-f-sL.  :•  :•:?!. 
dr^  J..T      l*:.''.!^  Utf   :TarT^r:S>i.ix    •:'    i!-t   ":>L1    tin-  j-ri   illjlI' 

If  u::ir..:  lii;  ^'Xtraiir^  .i:'  ^'tr-.  i-.r  Li.r:i^  liif  5t."ii5^:_ii-!T.:  -t^zi^iki:- 
idni  .1"  UK  iitll  Ti-ir  niha.iTii:  !»:m.::  s.me^ii.:  "ju-ir-fr  iLtii 
lii  »T.j«'-  Tv:.  ui:.  V.'a:£  irn:'i  iH*j-rtr  zitt  naL  t-hlIij  Tenua 
xbi     .1  z-X-iK'Tna     .c    "ir^.-sj.  tr       Tin    jt&i    inain  ri:jyi'r  lufc-ied 

^"i 'M    '  1  .'•;  ^ii^T    ?uiri    ▼" 7-^ I L  ~  I   "T »«:'..:.  a i^i   "it:   ir  ^t-  -r   iis* -jtj  il 

nf  U»;  Ti.ii:  a"?!  u«  :i-r- 1^  _*:  ir  iir  ^H-!^-^sI*•7  *^  v-iit»i  :»Uhpr 
Hit  CI  •:».»•  *c  n.litina  4«r:  i.Sf..  "i  niisi  iiaix  nc  a'ir--sr  ".i»e 
Tsar'i.'u   .1    .riiir  1    11-^^-: a  ~  "Utt   Txisai-fc^^iii  it  zi\-  tr  -.Lriitri 

"n^/v*:^*.       f-^ir  ;«arJ    iiii;i":'n.    Tit    I'le-^r  il» iss"   jt;  -li^i.'-  mt- 


^  •  ■ 

luu    »*»&«:•«.    Ui'^'rr^LM^    til*.    "i--*i      n  :^   *iii.i:Ti;;i:^   ":-     ■"in:.  :    f 
jkffii  N:'->   •*     lit:    Mamu    amii". — J^ij-m-iVr    Jtu/i-ii    C-i  ^r pr- 

fit    m'.   *r*«'--t. 
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Art.  L — A  Case  of  Sudden  Deaths  wiih  Memark^j  by  John  1\ 
Plummsr,  ILD.,  of  Richmond,  Wayne  County,  la. 

July  Ist. — ^A  middle-aged  widow  lady  died  rather  suddenly  on 
the  evening  of  the  31st  of  sixth  month,  and  the  cause  of  her 
death  being  obscure  to  those  in  attendance,  permission  was 
obtained  to  examine  the  interior  of  the  body.  Last  winter  (Dr. 
Harrington  informed  me)  she  was  attacked  with  pneumonia ;  and 
within  a  few  days  past  was  und^  treatment  for  diarrhea ;  but 
this  had  been  arrested.  She  had  been  feeble  for  a  long  time,  a 
little  exertion  almost  exhausting  her.  In  ten  minutes  from  the 
time  she  excited  the  attention  of  her  family,  last  night,  by 
swooning,  she  was  a  corpse. 

The  skin  and  the  adipose  matter  beneath,  were  unusually  yel* 
low,  and  a  strong  fetor  was  exhaled  directly  after  the  fatty  struct- 
ure was  exposed.  The  right  lung  was  found  to  be  adherent  to 
the  ribs  on  every  portion  of  its  costal  surface,  and  also  to  the 
diaphragm ;  yellowish  portions  somewhat  resembling  tubercles 
were  discovered  at  the  apex,  as  also  a  few  small  abscesses  (vomi* 
cal)  in  the  same  part,  containing  well-defined  pus.     The  left  lung 
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m:*.' '.  r"  m   •':••  ^  r'-ar^::-::::.     T .'-Jt^y  iz-L  ill  'h-r   vi;    z:"^ 

T'i«  ■  .:"-•-  \«  r  h  k;. .  :^ »-- -  - .  ;ir: • :   "  h*-  "sr  L^^n  xr:r^  !ii  i^rii   -nl : .  rj- : 

•M~.'-.  '  Ti  -  r"  "lii-  k::;.t-v-  tji.-;  "jl-aolLi:-: :  \a*^  tli-rr  ~is  "r-T-r?- 
naciirallj"  'iark.  niak:n:r  a  *in'rnlartr"jrirra='  in  ^o.i-r.  ^-7  "^--r- 
-•ix  Ir.!:::*--!  I'/fiir  b^  i:\r=f^  an*,  a  !.iil:  tt.!--.  Tae  tt-I-t-^ii  t-i*  1'  -:;7- 
:nji'  .  .rk  -r  ■  r- .  :::'»-ri".ri7.  sin  :  xrirr  -•  1  :r  •b.-T  r.z  ~  ~"-' 
jiii'i  ;i  hjil."  :::••.♦*-  ▼!«::*.  axi'i  r  v  ani  il  !ia.:  rhi-'k.  Tzt  li~-  "t- 
liaii  :.o  nrv' •?•':" nity  jf  T--irj^li.n:..  T!i»r  ii'tLl-'.LiK^^r;-  ■s-.iua  -ziill. 
'I.'  Mi'airitMi  ri^hr^rn  :rii..-r"  .n-^r-*.  :V 'in  ne  :"::ir:r-r  to  l.— ii..^ 
'pj::.    in   •::;im'-r»-r.    :h»'   •T'-i^r::-    .f    -he   -niM^l-- '   tis    "t1'>    jn:z. 

' f  •  h»*  la  r ■„■'  *"i t  tTf-  L  7' -  ^rri :  vi  r.  :  *. ht- v  t-  - r^  > f  a  :  r: :  i-  Tr :  1?  ..  1: : 
•jth'-.*  an_'i-ar  rV-rms.     Th*-  rare':.^  var:*-:  in  r.imV-r  ir  m  :'  ~r:" 

ifi-Ti:  r  sintf.  T::*-  :aIrTil:  -r-r-  :ii.-:'.mraaie:  t::1i  a  -mall  iian- 
.1  :ark.  •.':--:ci«:  hil-. 
"Enz  'a»-  in.. 'St  intcn^tini*  reaturf;  in  Vnia  i?aa^,  )r  az  l^rai:  :!.- 
in'>*  in:-rrio*::''e  one.  tij?  the  ont.-  tp^.i  j^rir.  -jf  *:-^  *■  ■  't-v.^  :  •/. 
Tlie  'fnlarsp-niffn''  ■-r'  the  abtiominal  oryins.  anil  :he  aJiiHiio!!-  r 
:he  lia-^hra-xni " ;  rhe  lun^^s  anii  thp  inrenor 'y-tal  -nrraoe.  limirr-i 
the  :i*^??r  oeiow  b^*  a  rl«jor.  which  terminateii  at  th*^  low=rr  marjjin 
■>t  the  fourih  rib.  In  this  pati^rnt.  as  th  aav*^  se-e^n.  rhtfP?  had 
bi^n  a  seriona  iliaunler  of  th*f  iun^.     What  wonid  Iiavp  '>.-en  the 

iiairn'>:iis  •ira'srn  fr-m  aa.'jc'ilf..^»n  anil  perca^sijn  V*  Orti-  authors 
••■II  Us  Tiiat  the  mammarv  ami  lat^i^ral  .--j^ons  •  t  the  A-at  vield 

i  •"  "-rv  dear*'  ioand  on  ^lere'isaion.  it'  :he  liings  be  in  a  hsral'hy 
'-^niiiti«")n.     Now  these  r*?2i.  n-*  ai'»^  Iix*att'«l  ^'tkfW  the  fonrrh  ribs. 

.Tn  :■>  :h'>  eurhth  :  and  repre>t^nt  :h"  sirnation  '"»t"  *he  mM'ile  -f 
'he  lateral  j'iij'i^  .'f  rhe  binirs ;  oreoi-elv  -rherp.  in  tbi^  nati'-nr. 
-h«^r^  "^ "rr-  no  '."nLT*  ^it  all.  V:i  respLnui»rv  mnrmnr  vvild  :hvr^ 
T'-ir?   -ia^':*    >ren  h'.aiii :   ana    T)en?u»i"n    ^ould   have  -lio!t-»i   no 

---i.jular    r*f5«:»niin«.-e.      What   'hen  Tf.-iIJ   have   >.-en    :ho   ■.•'-a«lv 

Le^inction-i  or  the  vnung.  or  inexp*-r!ene»:r<i.  prat-titiontrr  and  it  is 
:or  ^noh  I  Trite-.  tn>m  these  nhv^ioal  -xaniinariona*.*  AViv.-  'rhe 
roi^rch  Ti^r-.  i! .Trt-ct  indications  woul«i,  perhaps,  have  been  ■•brained  : 


below  liem.  liiif  flnirirwfnioii> ^^would  prolmWv  h«ve  In^n  hopfitissn- 
tioD  aDd  thoracic  eiiuisiflB^,  lo  rcv  nouhini:   tu  r.lic  variinij;  ochtii 

jk 

affectdoii*;  TrbicL  imiii jr  ifc-  disr.roT  the  Ttnlmoiiarv  «(»uiu]s.  He 
vauld  set'k  for  tiie  aid  of  bronciiojibony.  aiiropiioiiifaii.  broDohial 
respiration,  eic,  as  diafirnostic  eviuptanii* :  f^nd  noi  tindinxr  J^riy  of 
tht-DQ..  lit*  miirlit  remomlKfl*  liiat  tiiev  v.crt-  not  alwavt  iiresoi^t  in 
the  aboT e  aiiecnioiiti.  The  unq  nesiiii m  a  hi  ( •  pi  i  v uni oi .  i  ti>  u i  »n (^r  vh  ich 
the  patient  kad  labored,  would  stroiur-y  fasreD  hif  judjrmonT  to 
tie  condafciioii  tliat  tLebase  of  tbe  rixrbt  lun|:  hnii  bi'comc  bepai^ 
ixed-  a«  fiLT  up  at;  tbe  fou^tL  rili.  Bni  his  dia^Dosk.  a*  wo  soo 
from  the  posititm  of  tb-  ii:iio>  would  bave  lK.tf^ji  ^totxxt. 

In  sucb  caseE.  tbeu,  alibourb  we  l(»ok  to  ilie  sixtb  or  stvouih 
ribs  as  tbe  lower  limite  of  the  lunffSv.  we  must  roxnember  tbat  an 
enlarged  liver,  spleen,  etc.  wiH  encToac'b  upon  this  bou3jdar>  to 
such  an  extent  as  BOinetime>  tc>  force  ti)e  jui*irs  upward,  ovon  to 
the  Odrd  rib,  but  more  freq-jt-ntlT  to  the  fc»nrth :  and  yet  all  the 
indications  mar  conspire  to  misleAd  us  to  pronounce  ihe  partiS  beiliNr 
the«)e  riba-  as  indurated  lungs.  et.<^. :  and  authors  will  noi 
uDde'>:'iTe  u&.  Take  tbe  language  of  iiatdih»oski,  for  i 
**  The  spaees  comprised  between  the  fourth  and  jsixih  rib&.  aTunwr 
accMraidy  to  the  lungc>  ou  either  side."  sars  he. 

The  chief  object  of  the  necrosc-topic  examination,  was  t^  as<w- 
tain  the  cause  of  the  sudden  death  of  the  patit^nt.  l>rs,  Wilson, 
Butler,  Harrington  (the  patient's  pLysidan),  Haught-on  and  my* 
self,  were  present.  In  the  absence  of  any  other  obvious  cau«v.  w<^ 
thought  we  found  a  somewhat  donbtfiil  solQtio&  of  the  <)no$ti<«i^, 
in  the  morbid  condition  of  the  blood,  and  the  softienod  tissue  of 
the  heart.  It  is  not  a  new  observation  that  tbe  whole  sanguines 
cos  fluid,  artenal  and  venous,  at  times  bea^mes  <me  homi^^noKMCis, 
dark-colored  liquid;  nor  that  the  amount  of  fibrino  may  b(^  90 
reduced,  or  its  quality  altered,  iis  to  prevent  tht^  coagulation  of 
the  blood.  Cholera  spasmodica.  sc<:»rbi:tie.  yellow  fovcr,  ok\,  fui^ 
nish  sufficient  ♦r-xamples  of  this  kii.J  to  clv»se  the  doi^r  against 
denial  And  we.  perhaps,  find  the  true  cause  o»f  the  depraved 
condition  of  the  blood  in  this  case  in  the  pathologic-al  st^ito  of  tlw 
pulmonary  apparatus.  The  lungs  were  not  iu  a  condition  to  give 
due  aeration  to  this  fluid — it  was  not  arterialiaod — the  carlx^n 
and  perhaps  other  excretions  failed  to  be  duly  separatetl  from  it, 


532  Original  Communicatians,  [December. 

and  it  gradually  became  unfitted  to  support  life ;  while  tbe  onyi- 
talized,  softened  and  exhausted  heart  ceased  to  drive  on  the 
nnvivifvinflr  current. 

To  ascribe  an  uncoagulablo  and  otherwise  morbid  state  of  the 
vital  fluid  to  disease  of  the  lungs,  is  not  a  modem  connection 
of  facts ;  for  Huxham  and  others  long  ago  observed  that  the  bloiDd 
in  ** peripneumoniae  fevers"  was  always  found  '*too  dissolved" 
and  at  times  *'  almost  black  and  sanious.  and  not  having  the  least 
cohLnsion.''  I  need  not  cite  cases  of  uncoagulated  blood  in  deaths 
from  pneumonitis,  in  more  modern  writers ;  but  it  is  proper  to 
remark  that  such  cases  do  not  appear  in  the  catalogue  of  Boki- 
tanski  &  Engel.  as  given  by  Lehmann.  See  '^  Blood  in  the  Dead 
Body,"  vol.  I,  p.  584  of  his  Phys.  Chemistry. 

Is  the  softening  of  the  organs  in  this  case  attributable  to 
the  pathological  state  of  the  blood  ?  Why  was  one  kidney  hyper- 
aemic,  and  the  other  senemic,  and  both  hypertrophied  and  soft- 
ened? If  life  could  have  been  longer  maintained,  would  other 
dgms  have  yielded  up  the  firmness  of  their  textnre  to  the  influ- 
htee  of  the  degenerated  blood  ? 

To  jndge  more  correctly  of  the  enlargement  of  the  organs  in 
this  case,  it  ought  to  have  been  stated  that  the  deceased  was  a 
woman  of  small  frame. 

The  right  lung,  when  cut  open,  proved  to  be  full  of  frothy 
serum,  like  the  lungs  in  the  first  stage  of  pneumonitis. 

Hasse  (Patholog.  Anatomy),  under  the  head  '*  Pneumonia," 
says :  we  find  ^^  within  the  heart  on  both  sides,  masses  of  black, 
eoagulated  blood,  and  extensive  JSyrinaus  concrementu ;  "  but  in  the 
case  before  us,  the  blood  flowed  out  of  the  heart  like  water,  and 
left  the  cavities  void  of  clots,  and  the  least  vestige  of  fibrinous 
deposits.  Hasse,  however,  admits  that  '*  in  many  organs  we  meet 
with  signs  of  stagnation,  and  in  some  measures,  decomposition 
of  the  blood." 


i 
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Alcoholic  Statistics. — ^During  the  past  year  6,228,856  gallons 
of  proof  spirit  were  entered  for  home  consiimption  in  Ireland, 
against  8,440,734  daring  the  preyioos  jemr,  1854,  and  8,137,862 

1853.— London 
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Akt.  n. — Cmc  of  DbM  from  Spinal  Co7wussion,  f^y  R  R. 
McMeens,  M.D.,  of  Sandasky,  Ohio. 

Of  the  afternoon  of  July  26th.  1S56,  1  was  called  to  visit  Mr. 
Lansdown,  an  old  resident  of  this  place,  who  had  fallen  from  tlio 
top  of  a  haystack,  about  eighteen  feet  in  hight,  on  a  farm  throe 
miles  distant  from  the  city.  I  airived  at  the  place  about  three 
hours  after  the  occurrence  of  the  accident,  and  found  him  reclin- 
ing on  some  hay,  where  he  bad  first  fallen.  His  face  was  pallid, 
the  surface  cold  and  clammy,  respiration  slow  and  languid,  the 
puke  small  and  irregular,  the  veins  of  the  hands  and  arms  unu* 
sually  prominent  and  turgid — ^presenting  the  appearance  produced 
by  ligation — the  eyes  were  dull,  with  the  pupils  somewhat  con- 
tracted, both  the  upper  and  lower  extremities  perfectly  paralyzed, 
and  insensible.  He  was  moaning,  but  complained  of  no  pain  : 
inquiring  for  his  arms  and  legs,  and  requesting  their  elevation, 
to  satisfy  himself  of  their  attachment  and  existence  There  wis 
a  slight  abrasion  of  the  scalp,  on  the  crown  of  the  head,  but  M 
tumefaction  or  other  evidence  of  injury  to  the  calcarium.  No 
other  appearances  of  external  injury  whatever  oould  be  discovered 
on  any  part  of  the  body.  The  head  could  be  rotated,  flexed  and 
extended,  without  any  distress  or  difficulty.  Prcssjure  over  the 
spinal  column  was  distinctly  perceptible  to  the  patient,  as  low 
as  the  sixth  or  seventh  cervical  vertebra,  below  which  no  sensa- 
tion could  be  produced,  nor  could  any  signs  or  evidences  of  dis- 
placement, fracture,  or  other  symptoms  of  serious  cliaracter  hc^ 
detected,  by  the  most  careful  and  thorough  examination. 

The  particular  circumstances  attending  the  accident  were  ix>la- 
ted  to  me  by  his  employer,  as  follows:  He  was  bimling  the  two 
poles  used  in  topping  the  stack  with  a  roi>c,  which  suddenly 
breaking,  precipitated  him  headlong  to  the  ground,  a  spongy, 
meadow  soil,  when  he  fell  over  upon  his  face,  and  lay  insensible 
untn  taken  up,  when  he  soon  recovered  sufficiently  to  niuke 
rational  inquiries  respecting  his  fall. 

There  being  no  house  convenient  to  the  field,  it  was  thought 
best,  after  my  arrival,  to  remove  him  at  once,  to  his  n^sidence 
in  the  city.      He  was  carefully  placed  on  a  waggon  propiTly ; 
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cussion  alone,  transmitted  directly  through  the  brain,  without 
material  impairuient  of  its  functions,  and  ultimately  expended 
upon  the  medulla ;  or,  by  an  action  of  repercussion,  with  a  degree 
of  force  sufl5cient  to  destroy  its  integrity  of  function  or  structure, 
or  both.  I  thus  conclude,  from  the  probability  that  no  fracture  or 
dislocation  could  exist,  without  some  indications  of  displacement, 
or  distortion,  or  pain,  and  crepitus  upon  pressure,  or  no  extensive 
extravasation  of  blood,  without  some  degree  of  external  discolor- 
ation. I  was  led  to  look  the  more  for  such  expressions,  from  the 
fact  of  having  met  with  two  instances  of  a  similar  injury,  where 
they  were  all  or  in  part  present. 

Secondly,  The  remarkable  anomaly  of  lespiration  and  circula- 
tion being  maintained  solely  by  the  pneumogastic  and  phrenic 
nerves  with  the  cardiac  plexuses  of  the  sympathetic,  independent 
of  any  other  aid  from  the  spinal  system,  or,  in  fact,  a  head  and 
heart,  without  a  body. 

And  Thirdly,  The  source  of  so  sudden  an  extinction  of  life. 
This  I  am  disposed  to  ascribe  to  the  loss  of  blood  by  the  vene- 
section, diminishing  the  already  enfeebled  power  of  the  lung*, 
and  also  in  overcoming  or  exhausting  tlie  little  energy  of  the 
heart  still  remaining,  by  increasing  the  afflux  of  blood  to  that 
organ. 


Art.  III. — Of  Primiiive  or  Local  Syphilis,  by  H.  C.   Morgan, 

M.  D.,  of  Dubuque. 

• 
At  the  beginning  of  the  present  century,  some  partisans   of 

the  physiologico-anatomical  school  carried  their  theory  to^  great 
extreme  in  denying  the  existence  of  the  syphilitic  virus,  and 
ranging  it  among  the  diseases  resulting  from  common  causes. 
Faithful  to  their  principles,  they  banished  ^om  tlieir  therapeu- 
tics all  special  medication,  and  treated  by  antiphlo^stics  that 
which  they  regarded  as  the  eflfect  of  irritation  and  inflammation. 
A  sad  experience  very  soon  taught  them  that  a  systematic  doc- 
trine may  often  lead  to  errorg,  and  that  in  medicine  as  in  all  other 
sciences,  an  enlightened  eclecticism  alone  conducts  to  the  truth. 
What  is  syphilis,  then,  but  a  virus  ?     It  is  a  product  of  morbid 
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mines  in  hi  ■^onrfr^ia":  .ler'j—  r  oiieni  iii*:iiiL  .uiTm^  ojr  r^^ilr  'he 
pemr(iiii!non  :f  Tie  4azn^  inn'.  3L  Ric-jrL  Ji  iis  -^s^^miiirnrs. 
Jiiw  r'yLl'.ve^:  Thtr  inrj:nl;iTi«:ii.-*  :f  !ilaIlL'^*^  la  :ar  js  :iir  ^i^-iii  ^n- 
•*rari«.n.  Tr!rhi;ii!:  ii'i-Hrrvinjc  'iie  lit;Lsr  iirter^nc^r  ir.  -hem. 

Spat.  I^r. — '"".hancr--  ma^^  ha*:'*  :ri»  -s^nr  ir  m'^  ■K-inr  -^f  "he  --kui 
t: r . ; ,. a *:  > - .t^ -vp rir.n .  aai i  jr- neral' 7  ip*  n  :- ■  Train  31iil*- ■  »ii  nirn: ' jnnrS- 
Til:  j.ar'.'?  f  :iie  -kin  Tiiicih.  ir*t  iroii^hi:  inro  y.'ii:jir:  iumur  m- 
Dnr^r  ■•'iirua.  ar»  ■Iiia*^  )a  Tiitii  :'nanLT^^  L=  jriinar^'^  iini 

-t*iim  "har  rlia;.!*^*?*  lav.-  '>-"n  i-Jind  in  ill  Thr  iiifrrr-ii?  7r,i::n= 
It  'h*^  buij.  [  na"^*  -h^^ti  :Ii»tni  )n  'he  ;bin-  niiii*?r5.  iherfki. 
•h:-'!.-.  ami  :ni:»--L  m  r^^-.-rj  ^;ir^  Thf-r-*  -!ie  .'iuuLrTT'TLs  nTi=  ha* 
V*-a  .n»j*:Ti:ar-:';  t:":i  :uii  lantrvrr.  ^-n  man.  rlir  mniri'Tia  membnn*- 
ii  ''i\*t  ^lan^  pt^nia  laii  prrpiicv.  ind  ^n  'L.*-  r.-maie.  "iios^  f  :lif 
■*x*:-nal  rir'in.«:.  -ii**  .i»r*i  jf  'Iil-  i-«-r'L-  iniL  -ij/iiia.  ir**  :::e  m.'-r 
••n-r.'in-  ■5*-arH  »f  'hamrr*.  W»  -in»L  -:i.-Tn.  *)iir  niT  io  rr-rit-nr. 
.n  *':i*'  jiTPal  m-iciiL-i  n#Tn:)prin»*.  inA  »n  "::ar  jf  :at*  -t;-'?5  and  z  se. 
M.  Ebir'jri  nr^'   jl)s*'r'''-L  :r  in  *iiH  "iT^»:hri  and  'dadd>-r. 

C.-.THTi^. —  Vmi/nu:  "ii»/  -nua*-!.  ~:ii*r  is  in  -rficTenr, -T^r-vi-.  iii'-iis- 
jen.-.abl«f  in*? — 'h**  'if:h:l:r:i:  "ii-'ii.  l:i  .I'ier.  !iow.-^»-'r.  'Iiac  :r 
-;h«  tii'L  :ri.  'ht.  :  m'lir  ">:  r^i*..:!!  -jndi-i'U;  -f  :Lie  ^ai•'a  -riiieli  ii 
'•jiiL'infS.  T!i»'-i»*  .-Mill "::':'. lis  mii'^  V  •Iii£-r*?»L  ;::  ..-r  ~\w  prrlibD-iiinji 
■aii&*'S.  Til-  y>\±  oiu^r  i^  'iinirhi-L  jv  m  lic-r  in  :iit'  pr:'jr--=r-- 
ir  tfaciunai*"  -ViHHt.  :•  i  Ja'.'^::^  inderci'int-  in'-  :iiai:or*^  -r  uzcia- 
■ion  jv-  iflv  j.^rai  i^Diit-ati-jn.  It  Jia*"  )•-  lakc^i  iitrr-.  ir"  1  .^-rrrain 
■p-mn*?!^!!'!!^.'   »f  :he  ni-?  ii  le-.-.'-rTai'v  r'i.rirs  ur^iun  .'     I  mav  .Ln.-^-r 
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^■«-^iid  'iL*r<*j'.!.   la*    bs^^rvciLi  ■•lanu.Ti-r'sr'L' -•iiai:cr»?.      I  iiavr-  icen 
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:  II  t Vh  ■  r  iij  u  ni  u<  c   '  w  ■  1  ■.  11  iitied .      Al  I    :■• « ;»r '  1      v.  ■ ..;  1 1  c  ii .   .i  j  la^  ion  a    :ind 

ti<«>aiv<,  ar.-  predUposiuij  oause*.     Thii'  ■••:*Mi  i-.-t^s  nut;  aci  voil  on 
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nlceis  wMch  secrete  abmuLuiiilT.  or  whicii  are  inac&  in^amed.  It 
is  for  this  reason  diac  die  ▼ims  does  not  act  prompclT  on  a  newly 
formed,  blistered  surfiii:e,  vhile  it  airts  immediatselv  on  one  wiich 
is  healing.  We  may  conclnde  from  this*  that  the  tissues  exposed 
to  an  infecting  chimcre  are  in  a  much  better  wndition  to  egeape* 
if  thej  are  covered  by  a  healthy  epidermis,  or  a  sound  epithel- 
ium, or  br  matters  which  prevent  a  pnrLonjred  contact  of  the  yirus* 

As  mechanical  canses.  we  maT  menci'>n  sexnal  connexron  i.of  all 
the  most  common'  the  tuu^sher^  kissico:,  the  use  of  infected  instrtt- 
ments,  and  suckling. 

After  this  brief  note  on  the  causes,  let  us  now  tnm  oar  atten- 
tion to  its  development.  The  phenomena  which  have  been  observed 
varr  as  to  whethw  the  pus,  has  been  deposited  under  the  epidermis 
or  epithelium,  in  the  ceEular  tissue,  a  lymphatic  vessel,  a  gangli0n> 
a  follicle,  or  still  m«:re  on  a  surface  largelv  denuded.  When  the 
vims  has  been  inrn:Hinc€d  under  the  epidermis  we  can  not 
do  better  than  to  give  the  history  of  the  j^ases  rf  the  inoculation. 
Bicord  states,  '*  that  in  the  first  twentv-fl^r  hours,  th*^  wounded 
point  becomes  red  as  in  vaccination :  from  the  second  to  the  thurd 
day  it  tnmefies  a  little,  and  presents  the  aspect  of  a  snvsdl  papule 
which  is  snrrounded  bv  a  red  areola :  from  the  third  to  the  fourth 
day,  the  epidermis  is  raised  by  a  liquid  more  or  less  troubled,  and 
often  takes  the  form  of  a  vesicle,  presenting  at  its  summit^  a  black 
point  resulting  from  the  drying  of  the  blood  of  the  small  wound : 
from  the  fourth  to  the  fifth  day,  the  morbid  secretion  increaies> 
and  becomes  purulent,  the  pustule  being  well  marked,  its  sum- 
mit depressed,  and  having  an  umbilical  form,  like  tathe  piuh 
tule  of  a  variola.  If  the  pustule  increases,  it  becomes  balbous, 
and  resembles  a  mpia.  From  the  fifth  day  the  pustule  opfiis,  th^ 
pus  concreting,  and  cmsts  soon  begin  to  form.  These  grow  from 
the  base,  and  raise  themselves  by  stratified  layers,  taking  the  fonn  „ 
of  a  truncated  cone.  If  these  crftsts  fall*off,  or  are  detacheil,  w© 
find  an  ulcer  of  the  size  of  a  dime,  seated  on  a  base  qvite  hard, 
and  presenting  a  bottom  whose  depth  is  equal  to  the  entire  thick* 
ness  of  the  skin,  having  a  greyish  white  surftice,'' 

If  the  pus  has  been  introduced  under  the  epithelium  a  little, 
near  the  same  changes  are  observed.     The  crusts  fall  off  very 
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quiok  after  they  are  f«>r'.iieil.  and  the  vesico-piiariile.  res  airing  rrom 
th»»  T'-.iin<I.  paint's  «{ii:t:kiv  r,>  :he  itaro  of  a  .-apecidc  alcer. 

Chain:rf%  in'>!Uiate«i  anil-r  r.h'i  epiJiMTiiiH  or  :ue  '^piTliTli-iiiL 
beGrin.--.  rh.-n.  Ijy  a  p«i.itclr:.  Can  we  respirti  the  :iif'i:v:tioa  in  :iie 
aam*.-  liirht  sa  a  natural  in  :<!ulation?  Withoa:  donor :  r>nienib*rr- 
inir  *hat  in  the  h«>Hpit;il.i.  w.-  meet  with  but  tew  pasciiles  ai  ZAe 
b«:riririnin«j:.  f'>r  th^;  nr:won  that  tho*r  p»*r=«on3  who  rn:er  :aese 
eaTalili/ihrn-rnra  ha  v.*  littL.-  care  of  thenuelvea,  and  do  not  seek 
mt^liral  aid  until  thev  rie*:  tji-;  ulc»?r.  A  j:r»Hic  man-r  p.-raons  are 
Still  mon:  n*.'LrIii;'-nt.  ami  do  not  «leni:inti  rrtjitment;  in:il  uiey  are 
foiOrd  Vj  do  rio  bv  th*:  ravAgtrs  of  the  iii,s«>:ide.  I:  is  tinice  otlier- 
wi.-e  ^^-irii  int«rllij:ent  private  par.ien:.s:  they  e.nank  the  physician 
f'jv  r.h^»  -u3pi':iou.-j  jipp«:aranoe  «>n  the  '.-nd  of  the  pet; ij  ;r  j:eLu:aI 
or;r-in.s.  II.  fki»:orl  haii  se-eral  tinier  ob<;rv«ML  the  ^•>'r  of 
fhanrre  in  the  pii.iculuud  f»>rm.  I  have  aLs<)  "jTh^n  ii  on  pan-i-nta 
wL'/  hrive  dJibmitM-d  t'i  in-j^Milations  d  irinir  tiieir  at  ay  in  the  5!^*- 
It'tr.il  ill  Jfiui,  ;it  Paris,  and  at  the  coasultationa  of  the  -jame  h'^a- 
pi:al.  and  'ii;  a  fev  pacients  in  private  pratrtice.  If  the  viris  has 
b«-i.n  plaireu  in  the  cell-ilar  tissue,  in  a  lymphatic  TeaaeL  in  a  jran- 
^iion  or  foilicle,  the  ulo.-r  ia  preeeiiefl  by  piile'^^monoua  indam- 
matioii.  An  ab^.ceas  forms,  anil  after  iti  natural  or  artidcial 
opirninff  a  chancre  remains. 

Inotjilufi/if. — L;  it  aecessarv  that  the  virna  should  remain  in  a 
state  of  incubati'.n  in  uur  tissued  before  manifesting  itaelf  in  a 
specific  ulcer?  A  ^reat  number  ';f  authors,  and  among  them 
Hunter,  believe  that  incibation  is  necessarv  in  a  lycreat  manv  cir- 
cumstances.  Thi.^y  have  cite*!  s<jme  facta  for  the  support  of  thia 
opiniuD.  After  '.vhat  we  have  said  on  the  evolution  «>f  chancre, 
we  caa  uot  admit  the  stay:e  of  incubation.  One*.*  th-.'  virulent  pua 
com»s  in  c.-nract  with  the  tissues,  we  believe  it  to  b*-  the  cajse  of 
ince:*"anr  and  u.i in terruDtL'd  action,  a.id  that  its  constan:  reanlc  ia 
chancL-e.  Tliis  acti«jn  is  more  or  less  kug.  according  to  the  iudi- 
viiiua.1.  for  ther.-  are  -ium.'  persona  in  .vhjm  the  inrlammati-^n 
pro«^.eds  more  «.-rloss  rar.idly  to  ulceration,  but  there  is  n-t  :hat 
didUrence  in  all  persona  which  can  couatkute  a  veritable  incuba- 
tion. 

We  divide  chancres  into  regular  and  irregular :  the  first  are 
those  which  proceed  through  their  various  stages  without  cumpli- 


cation,  local  or  ceneral:  while  the  s.^oond.  undor  the  inflnoi^tv  of 
Tarions  external  causes,  ar-  moditied  in  vario«>  wavs.  Ohanore. 
to  vhateTer  varie:v  it  mav  holonfi;,  ha>  two  staire!>.  tho  one  chilled 
the  Bpeciiic  sta^rfe.  or  period  <-f  procri^ss.  the  oihor.  that  of  repara- 
tion. 

R^aular  Ch(?nf*^''t;. — Thev  are  ronnd.  and  in  on^er   that  thor 

•  •  • 

shonld  preserve  their  ?^und  form,  rhov  mnst  be  soatod  on  homo- 
srenons  tissut-s:  thev  shonlu  not  hf-  soaT^'C  on  tol.is  of  the  inmx^its 
membraDe.  Their  ha5»e  is  noi  neoossarilv  indr*rat<Ni.  a^  Hnntor 
has  maintiiined.  Theiv  aro  som.-  whodo  basoft  have  b<v^n  oion- 
founded  with  the  neurhboring  tissne>.  The  pn$  which  thev 
secrete,  can  njt  Id  anv  wav.  not  even  bv  it5  vvi.inr,  which  is  vor\ 
variable,  serre  as  a  distant-rive  charactoristic.  The  duration  of 
the  specific  pt^ri.Ki  of  chanci-e  can  nor  be-  limited.  Hom'ovor.  reg*- 
nlar  chancres  max  terminate  in  the  founh  week:  rarelv  sooner, 
and  often  later. 

The  period  of  reparation  atinonnces  itself  by  the  disappoaraiice 
of  the  arejla.  and  the  thinning  of  the  edgeti  whoso  margin  t^ke$ 
a  pale  grevish  ccdor  in  proporti^m  as  they  contracts  In  its  turn 
the  bottom  becomes  dean,  beins:  coveroti  with  healthy  grannlation^. 
while  the  base  is  alisorbed,  and  disappears. 

The  regular  chancres,  which  are  von*  gv^nerally  s«een  as  a  local 
aftectii»n  without  producing  a  constitutional  infivtion,  may  run 
their  different  phases,  aud  termir.ate  in  pi^rfect  cure  without  the 
aid  of  art:  but  when  they  deviate  either  iu  their  jvrioil  of  pro- 
gress, or  in  that  of  reparation,  they  coustitute  the  second  variety, 
which  we  have  classified  under  irregular  chancre. 

Chancres  Irr^gvlrr. — Irregular  chancres  an*  numerous.  We 
agree  with  M.  Ricord  in  the  division  he  has  made  of  them :  1st., 
superficial  chancre :  2d.,  inflammatory  phagadenic  chancre,  gan- 
grenous;  3d.,  pultaceous  phagailenic,  or  dipthoritic  ohnucro :  4ih.. 
indurated  chancre. 

1st.  Superficial  chancre.  Chancre  sometimes  remains  suj>er- 
fieial.  It  is  ordinarily  seated  on  the  mucous  membnuies.  and  ns  it 
may  coincide  with  catarrhs  of  these  tissues,  it  has  often  boon 
confounded  with  balinitis  and  blennorrhagin.  In  another  way. 
this  variety  resembles  very  much  simple  inflammatory  uUvraliou, 
between  which  inoculation  alone  can  establish  a  correct  diagnoBis. 
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pha^mii-iiK*  oha:.orvs  are  xh-ys^.  viiiri  r:  injionc.  liit  tirdniirT" 
liiu.is  vf  the  i;lv\r.  e'liV.or  inbre^ii  .1:  ii^jrcj. 

rhf  c*v.i:re:v:i*  Ti^^^ieri:  :.t3l    .'•^-tlt^  iuist:  rr^'CTfnn.'^    n 

*  •j^:.iv.-.i*..>.  .iT  ■.ji.-i-;i..Tr...if::*.  1::^  Ui*  ni.'sr  i-fnon'n  :snir=t*f  rr  "XH 
if^  .a:.»;i7.  Ti?^  ri>"!-i"^:-i'^  :i  u»^^s«  tuis*f»-  "nr^rf^nr  ii-Tuinir  i**=-'ii:!ir 
— .  *  ij.  .  ¥'.-.\x  '■:  iJ  f.T;:vs«f  it  "niiioiniiimi.   mu  T'"*"  t'  "iiie  iii"i'T3r 

—  •ic  ti^i.-r  -:i»j  rii]  if -Jm  !-s:'Ji;i'^.  T 'Hint:  t-:t  i  iinp-tr  zi'j'tT  £ 
ic%:-i,    *iiu*l   Till      nir»»cr*;3.r    -n-.onuut-r'.ii.*'.        in  lii'jTri.    li^MLir* 

jy  ^iii^'^M*:.   v:Il  i^v  ■••  lijv  ■  -r^r'.-THiiir^   -r- ■:'.':::'='i:t:"n:r:-i   -^^i-ilis- 

::i*.i?  ;•  .  1.  !':.?  ?  :i»r  ciLi::Li  :»nni:.--.  '.:/•/■■  J* •/»« v.  .:  nar 
vj-jittat  •.••i.iU  ^  '.1>C  .uu  At..'iiUs  "i  :u:"^  lEZsr ''.r'.m  z*b  sir- 
■iL-     ^hu     1    ..-,a:i.       'he    -all-i,    auir.v  s    acaiurxne.   .nu    viliur 

Tu^'.;  ■?     uiv    :utf  :>r»*ii:     i  a  ;T»:di.iai*    ..:?i:L'eiv.tic  ^-ecfviion. 


uo"  m-icrai. .  Trills  .:.;  a:-  jII:'    •?Tiri:.  .  ^-  i.n«i     hp«    •  w^--^-  ^     **•* 

i".  ee£ia  :  t  tnt.  :  it??ivi  ltic  t.h  t :':.  it.'>  .  :»■  /!■  -«*•*.* 
— Tar^r  aee  :  •".•ircc  t-ei or  tin-  i»mi-i.  jin  ■  •.."":.•  *  lot.'*.  •*}m' 
iin-T» — D~*  rroDflbr   DC    ihic  tnn'   tfs    ri-T.r.    r     '■n. '■.■.-    /i;:i 

TiiTnr-=r»  jy.TT-'r--:  n'yy-r.i-    i***sr"-T:  ifi:-  f     i  M.-i     i     i.r.V.    "•:>:■-.»• 

miter    toth    c    zn^ncv trr    ato'.j*.    t>  ^»-«i^nnj      ^*•v  ^,..o.    »     * 

ciuini^iSTisi'i"  iiarj;:-:*a-     T.-j;oi.  ir:   run:',  i    u'    N'^'^'N"^*    *^"^.  <!'.,- *-r 

ihe  iunnraiitn-  hixi  l  niTruia:  m-n  "hi::  ^  K\i  «,\n^^f  .».  •;^..  . 
irldcli  art  iiarde:.  or::'  :i  hii>  ho;  a.  *srl^N-\»t«.^.  ir  oN^utr^N*  •••  'v -^ 
is  cLaniyed — ::  idbt  *ih.  nx^sii-iikr  or  oV,pivj*'» 

The  proart ■  w  of  liv  inc.  i: r»  r ;V*  v*.)i ftnv*; v  iv  >- ) t^^^ .  w m  •  i  , » .  ^^  f  * .;  -  • . 
sooner   tiian   the    oibiT  forms.  Kv««^^    tv   js^iN-s^    ,m    it^^Mt^nm 
tion  ends  more  pmmpil v ,     ^\  hon  ov« n'r/»Nl .  1 1i.  •■  nii !n«ni  u^n  in -w 
persist   for    several  months,  l^w\^  \w  »*^nlo  i'««»»8s  i'.m  \»'fsi"* 

Mr.  Bicord  has  pointi\l  oui  a  v«nr<^^.  \\\\w\\  lir  ^rtwi-  <^»  t-.^^ 
grenous  phagadtmi^"  intiitratrii  rh*in.-^\  Tlu^  n-rtnavt-iv  i-  -.mn 
times  caused,  though  raivlv,  h\  mu  onih^p  o<  inn-ntinwttiMn  •  m 
other  times  it  seems  to  n^uli  fn^n  p^fttm-»'i«i»  •!  nu^njUi-n.  m^m- 
pressure  arrests  the  ciriMiliiiioti,  niid  (htm  |M-itt1tii<>iM  innttHbiil' n 
of  the  soft  parts  around  ihi*  rhntiiMi*. 


o42  Oriijiii'tl  C'iftmwut"(tit)nii.  TJecember. 

CoMPT.ir^Tioy-  OF  CirA^T' res. — The  most  rimmon  in^ '^em- r- 
riiaj:'.' — [/.djiainiarion  '.r  L 'moliaTiL*  '''jaseis — bui)o.  syoiDarh.e'ic 
inii  'ivm:K')Qi;ir.ii*.  :ii:ni'  aid.  oiir:iniivTU'>.ris.  -'^iieratiuns.  ;inii  !iiiiL-er. 
D'f(  :■'  n.it'  All  T?ir.i^rs  ntjii  ^vTjhilia  i^'inniuiD.  or  rhe  j:rear  iirfi- 
•iii:;'  v;i:i-ii  i.s  s^Jiuj^rinuM  nii^r  F:r!i  in  r^-nirriiziinr  ('iianerea.  Tliia 
irf  ;r-.'n  .v)inpLiiMr»*i:  ')v  riie  iiisrorv  ierv'^'a  rr^im  Datients,  "rho. 
:ni:i- ■m*'**!  h^'  [wTk^v-'^V:  or  :iii<*^  -liianie.  vpr^  otren  -Liaoruiso  riie 
■rrii.  In  ili'i-r-i ot*  iou  )rf  il  nan:'^.  31".  Rirpvi  .uivisea rhe  inwa- 
la:; ml  .r  'liir  I'w  un^n  ru^  :;)ar->nr">i  rhiirb.  or  arm — a  meam 
v:i!.-:i  "lati  br^^n  ;)r'*v:i>iidl'  i^-d  'w  Hiinrer.  Hernandez,  and  BeiL 
Maiij  pr:ii:cic:on»M'.=i  iia'.v  uiopLMi  :iiia  prai'rici?.  but  there  are  still 
luanv  in  the  T>p»rif>Hion  'vhn  \Tiil  n<»t  use  it  iinleas  in  extreiae 
lasos. 

/V  ijtiiisig. — W '  ^ill  «:f)naiiii»r  'hi*  ^irogrnoaia  of  the  Iot*ah  .^m:'-  »- 
f //•' .  ami  tjot}.tn:iitit'n'fi  .iym."^"ms.  by  studyinu"  each  variety  ot 
':hiinirn^,  one  ar't*L*  auiiher. 

L"'!til  Aii-''t-  /r.v. — Ad  a  j-noral  rnh*.  rhe  ro^juhu: chancre,  as  a 
^.m::u  •  iiaA::i2j**.  v-11  reiniinatt-  :ii  ''^vo  ^i»ek.i  ora  mouth.  The  «<pfr- 
if'ifi  -'ndh-rp.  is  ot  ihorter  iiuratiou  rhan  the  htac:  hence  tiie 
Dr-'ri'Hia  is  -^iJiallv  ;ia  tavorahle. 

Th'  *  . .  r  •  f / .  v^n-  ii^  oi-  •  i-  /' <«  /i  • .  /  ■  •  torm  m a v  j:i vo  rise  to  hemorrhaires 
— rill';,  ^f  not  Limi:»'d.  to  <?xtensive  loss  of  .itmcture.  Here,  -jf 
•f>iirs4'.  rhi'  T)ro:;:nosid  is  j:rav(? :  but  wiien  r.he  c^schars  have  been 
iii*CiK:iit*«l.  \'  )t'v.'mos  much '.n' Tr»  t*av«>rauie  :  for  :  he  ulcer  which 
dii'  ^auirn^K-  had  left  ia  of  a  riimple  charricter,  and  tends  rapidly 

to  heaL 

Tie  S^rpii/iiwH.^  Cliiinarf.  in  a  person  of  scorbutic  or  tnbercidar 
'emperameiit.  is  -'xceeiiinq:ly  tr»)ublesome  to  mana^^  or  heal. 

Till?  Lhlurir^d,  f.'Iiancn\  oonsidere<i  purely  i\a  a  local  atiection.  is 
>f  little  uLTavitv  .  it  lieala  sooner  than  either  «)f  the  ')cher  forms. 

.Soc'-cisiiirc  A'-t'idt'tttit. — The  situation  of  a  chancre  has  a 
•tfinarixabie  iu^uence  upon  rhe  development  of  bubo,  as  \?e 
.ftcu  have  bail  'Krcaijion  lo  'jb^orve  in  "h*  hospital  of  Jlr.  Ricorl. 
Thnri  viien  a  t-'hauciv  .&  s«ra:e«L  Jibout  rhe  base  oi  rhe  frtenum  on?- 
MUtii.  in  men.  or  near  rhe  ourLv  f  rhe  arerhra,  in  women,  a 
■)ubo  is  verv  liable  ro  be  'ievt^'ioiXfL — and  rheae  bnboa  mav  Ix? 
simple,  or  muy  be  of  rhe  u;ringr"  'lous  phauadenic  character. 

CoNsrrrUTiONAL  Accii>K>iT<. — In  an  immense  majority  of  ca&es. 
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the  three  first  varieties  of  chancre  (regular,  superficial,  phaga- 
denic)  are  never  followed  by  consecutive  symptoms;  while,  on 
the  contrary,  the  indurated  chancre  is  followed,  invariably,  by 
constitutional  poisoning — symptoms  of  which  are  manifest,  most 
generally,  within  six  months  after  the  chancre  has  become  indu- 
rated ;  but  in   some  cases  they  appear  later. 

The  induration  is  evidence  of  constitutional  inftx*tion.  In  discov- 
ering this  great  law  which  governs  the  therapeutics  of  chancre. 
Mr.  Bicord  has  rendered  most  valuable  serrice  to  science — since  it 
shows  that  the  mercurial  treatment  is  only  applicable  tc»  the 
indurated  chancre  and  its  unhappy  sequelae,  wherein  its  happy 
influence  is  incontestible,  while  it  is  of  no  use  or  benefit  whatever 
in  the  treatment  of  the  non-indurated  varieti<'S.  Mr.  Ricord  has 
established  this  law  by  a  sories  of  careful  experiments,  and  his 
experience  during  twenty  years  practice  has  confirmed  it  From 
our  own  observation  we  entertain  no  doubt  of  the  reality  of  this 
inexplicable  relation  between  the  indurated  chancre  and  constitu- 
tional pox.  It  is  true,  that  cases  may  occur,  which,  at  first  sight, 
would  seem  not  in  accordance  with  thi*  law,  but  a  more  minute 
inspection  and  careful  examination  will  but  serve  to  confirm  it. 
The  treatment  of  chancre  is  divided  into  the  prophylactic,  local 

and  general. 

Prophylactic  Treatment,  Local  and  General. — The  Prophylac- 
tic treatment  comprises  means  to  be  adopted  for  preventing  the  dis- 
ease. In  order  to  check  the  ravages  of  this  terrible  disease,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  prevent  the  contact  of  the  virulent  pus.  To  effect  this, 
it  is  recommended  to  use  astringent  washes  immediately  before 
and  after  coition.  Among  these  lotions  may  bo  mentionetl — vin- 
egar and  water,  aromatic  wine,  solution  of  acet.  of  lead,  etc. 
This  precaution,  by  purifying  and  strengthening  the  parts,  will 
render  them  much  less  susceptible  to  contagion.  To  midwives  and 
accoucheurs,  the  advise  to  grease  their  fingers,  hands,  and  even 
arms,  in  some  cases,  so  as  to  secure  tlicm  from  the  action  of  the 
virulent  pus  of  a  chancre,  should  not  be  neglected. 

Local  Abortive  Treatment. — We  believe,  without  exception, 
that  chancre  is  a  local  disease  in  the  first  five  or  six  days  of  its 
duration,  and  especially  when  it  is  not  indurated.  Consequently, 
we  believe  we  may  do  for  it  that  which  is  advised  for  all  wounds. 


an.-t'V'ir  :'.r  -.lie  tt:  5r--  iiiT^ -.  ~iii  "ie  tJ-t*:.  Tie  Tirnjiii  "::krrr- 
:a  miirii  'i^^rnrr."  Ta:.-^  'a.i.ir.ii!  L-*  T^r?"  •n;in.-ij>:;i.:L^.  3ii;»"-^  -Her- 
/•trie,  aaii  ▼•■:  3L17  rrtriaLinn:  'jlii^  -iX-e:!"   >f  :iLa5ue   "^c  .*:   Till   Iitt- 

■i  _    « 

W  -  m  'L-. "  rrriJ-r  -xz  "ilie  ia-ti'ier^Zii  r.  :•  .< na  ^ vr-rral  -risiers  IjiIt  .  izLii  : .  il .  t 
rjiirin  -^:ii:a.   :ini«^  "vizh.    ir«jsin^.   ■••}  ;ia    :.    iiininiaii   "ie   3i'.r":id 

iiniic  ror  !?jiina4r:«jiL  Tlie  a.'oma::e  "rin*;  jaa  ^*itriE.eii  jj  ls  :•:  rimiiii 
all  ".hesi  [miicari'.nri.  ^^^  oia^  ni-.id^en  oitf^ea  jr  line  Tirii  :-.  yj^iL 
appLj  :iiem  fj  "liie  ilc^r.  Ir  :iie  ilchtr?  ar^  ^.j}  pain  nil  >r  iniazi'f^i. 
▼e  ma''  aiid  i«jiiic  ^.:v.T^'r,  ,f  )Di'iiii  :o  :iie  iDmacie  Tine.  If 
j:iie  inilammatioa  r-'iia;:;*  ^hia  :i7iamienc.  or  :iie  iiieer  remain^  Ji 
a  Atadonarr  ^race.  ii  id  nei-'eagarr  •.;•  'iress  :t  Tirh.  iiniDle  )r  oioiase 
•lerace.  A  xy^yi  lieacrization  jeinir  prjiiucea  mcier  ciie  indue  nee 
of  *jiiis  n'eacmenc,  Te  mast  T'-'jommen' L  :-o  die  ^arlent  r*fT)«  so  ot 
tile  'iL-reaisei  onran.  T^st  ^uDeriLiai  ;hanor4  ^leid:?  Ti:i  racilirc" 
CO  ligan  liaa&.^nzationa.  Tae  phairadenii:  poitaL'eotis  ikers  are  :iie 
m.<»ff  'iiificolt  :o  '?are.  If  uhe  patient:  ia  iTmphacic.  50P)riioii:j. 
■jr  Torbacic,  ve  muat  ^ive  him  cooics.  such  a^s  'rjiniie  anii  uiie 
temi<nn'>iis  preparacii)!M.  At:  die  same  ume  i;hac  the  ^atien:i 
are  sabmitcel  to  internal  iueilicaciijn;».  wiiicii  Te  iave  already 
indieacetl,  we  most  apply  die  following  I«jcal  ones — die  ^laarer- 
iasatioiu   by  nit.   argenc.  jVr  njagu,  and   tiie  acid.  ait.  mercury. 
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at  all  times  when,  in  spite  of  the  employment  of  caustics,  which  wc 
have  named,  we  must  apply  emolients,  antiphlogistics  and 
narcotics,  which  produce  good  results  in  certain  ulcers.  Finally, 
if  all  our  therapeutic  resources  have  been  used,  we  must  content 
ourselves  by  placing  the  patients  in  good  hygienic  conditions,  and 
cjovering  the  ulcers  with  dry  lint 


Akt.  IV. — Treatment  of  Mtmorrhagia. 

[Dr.  Mitchell  sends  the  following  note  respecting  the  treatment  of  Menorrha- 
pa :  we  ihall  be  kappy  to  ghre  spaoe  for  the  erfenaMOb  of  others,  with  this  flor- 
uula,  or  any  other  affording  Buoceasful  resultB. — ^Ed.] 

EDiTOBg  Medical  Obserysb: — K  you  deem  this  preflcripticm 

worthy  of  publication,  I  wish  you  will  give  it   a   place   in    the 

Obterver :  and  I  hope  the  profession  will  give  it  a  trial  in  the  treats 

ment  of  Menorrhagia,  and  report  the  result  through  your  Journal. 

I  use  the  officinal  preparations  of — 

Vc.     TincL  Gum  £imo,  3ij. 

*'       Gort.  Cinnamon,  3i. 
Pulv.  SulpL  Cupri.,  3L 
HL  et  ft  solution. 
I  direct  the  patient  to  take   ten   drops   of  the  8#lution  three 
times  a  day,  with  a  little  sweetened  water.     I  increase  or  dimin- 
ish  the   quantity  of  the  sulphate   of  copper,  according  to   the 
urgency  of  the  symptoms,  or  as  I  find  the  patient  will  tolerate. 
My  own  saooess  with  this  prescription,  has  been  satisfactory. 
De  Kalb,  Crawford  Co.,  O.  Thos.  A.  Mitohelu 


Mknbtkuation  in  Old  Age. — J.  J.  Dixon,  M.  D.,  of  Ashland, 

Tennessee,  in  a  letter  to  the  Editors  of  the  AUanf-a  (Oa.)  Mfidical 

Journal,  gives  the  following  interesting  item : 

''  In  a  few  lines,  1  wish  to  record  a  brief  account  of  a  singular 
case  to  which  I  was  this  day  called.  The  patient  was  an  old  lady, 
age  67,  who  is  now  menstruating.  She  is  the  mother  of  ^ight 
children  ;  her  menses  ceased  nineteen  years  ago,  since  which  time 
she  has  enjoyed  respectable  health.  Menstruation  returned 
eleven  months  since,  and  has  now  occurred,  in  all,  six  times.  She 
has  not  suffered  any  serious  difficulty  until  the  present  p^od, 
and  her  symptoms  now  seem  only  to  be  tibioae  attendant  upon 
painful  menatmaikm.'' 
VOL.  XL,  Ha  85. 
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Is  nonciiig  tiii  aev  book  of  Pro£  I»raper,  there  are 
dungs  that  icrike  oa  as  pecniiar.  eacK  ot  wiiick  we  pnrposE  lao  soeAk 
of;  tiicii^u  inasmiiiJL  as  tiuss  i^  intended  'inLj  as  a  3ibIio:irft- 
phipal  nodxse.  and  not  a  review,  oar  rpmark?  nDiin  earh.  note- 
wiirthT  point  most  necessarxlj  be  'Tf  the  lirie&sc  aoTt:  and  j??  we 
desi^  to  zivA  a  &ir  idea  of  the  character  and  xone  in?  die 

First  of  alL  the  book  before  ns  canunends  itseif  to  ts  as  strri 
an  American  book.  It  ia  not.  in  anj  proper  ^ense  of  the  wnri  a 
r^nblicarion  of  English,  or  European  works,  or  a  r'^-Midns. 
)r  re-iaah-  or  i^omniladon.  of  other  men'^  labors.  Terr  me.  in 
bringing  ip  the  state  of  phjioLjcpcal  knowledge  to  the  Ti^senr 
time,  Prof.  Ehraper  very  properly  gives  the  aboniiant  r^searehe* 
7f  those  who  have  zone  before  him  over  the  same  iehl :  bnr  the 
p4€m  of  the  work,  the  pecniiar  znacner  in  which  it  is  presented 
Sir  onr  consideration,  manv  of  the  tiacrs.  views,  and  modes  of 
iilostration.  are  originaL  and  Drooerlv  die  nronerrr  of  Pnul  Jiihn 
Wjxl  Draper.  We  may.  if  §pace  permits,  perhaps  o&ke  occasion  go 
ailude  more  tnllv  to  some  of  these  teatnres.  be6>Te  we  cLoae  utiis 
notice. 

We  notice,  in  the  next  place,  that  which  may  be  regarded  as  a 
marked  pecniiarity  of  this  book — that  the  author  is  a  Chemist: 
works  on  Physiology,  and  investigations  in  that  field  of  -Hiqairy. 
are  mostlv.  noc  whoilv.  bv  Anatomists  and  Phvsician.'^  Prof. 
Draper,  donbcless,  has  'Zome  ip  to  the  pertbrmance  of  his  task, 
with  habits  of  rhoai^ht  m<xlined  bv  this  circnmstance :  ami  while 
this  consideration  may.  perhaps.  lead  to  opinions  and  'Expressions 
that  the  anatomist  might  vrritiL-ise*  on  the  .'ther  iiand«  it  is  e^inally 
probable  that  the  chemist  is  sometimes  Led  to  smile  at  correspond- 
ing views  and  peeulianities  I'f  the  anatomist.  And  havinir  spoke*i 
or  Protil   Draper  as  a  chemist,  we  are  farther  to  speak  in  the 
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same  connection,  of  what  is  the  especial  feature  of  the  work — 
perhaps  the  feature  for  which  the  author  most  takes  pride.  We 
allude  to  the  eflTort  which  is  made  to  reduce  Physiology  more 
strictly  and  faithfully  to  the  standard  of  an  exact  science.  We 
observe  thia,  in  degree,  on  the  very  title-page — Physiology,  StcUi- 
cal  and  Dynamical ;  that  is,  the  author  treats  his  subject  under 
the  two  general  divisions  of  the  co^iditions  itecesmry  to  life,  or 
the  structure  of  the  organized  being,  and  the  action  of  that 
organization,  or  those  "conditions  of  life"  in  motion.  We  like 
this  plan  or  arrangement  very  well  in  the  main,  as  tending  to 
the  fulfillment  of  our  author^s  special  design,  though  we  believe 
the  details  of  the  plan  might  become  proper  subjects  of  criticism, 
as  wanting  in  that  precision  of  which  they  are  capable.  Indeed, 
as  has  been  judiciously  suggested  by  Prof.  Holmes,  of  Boston, 
"  Anatomy  embraces  the  real  *  Statics '  of  organized  being,  and 
Physiology  its  *  Dynamics,'  that  is,  the  action  of  the  organs  and 
the  forces  which  they  obey."  To  express,  however,  more  properly 
what  is  the  idea  and  scope  of  the  author  in  his  attempt  to  reduce 
Physiology  to  more  exactness  of  teaching,  we  quote  a  paragraph 
from  his  Preface.  "  Throughout  the  work,  Physiology  is  treated 
after  the  manner  known  in  Natural  Philosophy.  It  was  chiefly 
indeed,  for  the  sake  of  aiding  in  the  removal  of  the  mysticism 
which  haB  pervaded  the  science  that  the  author  was  induced  to 
print  this  book.  Alone,  of  all  the  great  departments  of  knowl- 
edge, Physiology  still  retains  the  metaphysical  conceptions  of  the 
middle  ages,  from  which  astronomy  and  chemistry  have  made 
themselves  free.  To  exorcise  it  from  such  nonentities  as  irrita- 
bility, plastic  power,  vital  force,  is  the  duty  of  the  rising  genera- 
tion of  physicians ;  it  is  also  their  interest.  Empiricism  will 
never  be  banished  from  the  practice  of  Medicine  until  Physiology 
is  made  an  exact  science." 

It  would  be  unjust  to  omit  a  passing  notice  of  the  illustrations 
of  this  book ;  so  far  as  we  know,  the  application  of  photography 
to  purposes  of  scientific  illustration,  is  a  novelty  ;  though,  so  far 
as  Prof.  Draper's  book  is  concerned,  we  think  that  the  advantage 
to  be  gained  has  scarcely  been  perceptible.  We  notice,  however, 
that  a  very  respectable  number  of  the  illus^ations  are  original, 
and  they  add  a  freshness  and  attraction  that  is  very  acceptable. 


"•'niirc.iiinr  "■ "   '.u-    it-i;-:;:"-   -r   -'rL'rir    i-*"ail.  iull   ":r    "lie    ^~  ~"- 

>*'"ii:;ir  '■»    iiTn."-:r     '.'iiCi*.    -'r    nj-ac-.-f^.  "Llc    ans^    r  die    17  z-Jl- 
■:on   •?    "!>'    i!«.'.»i.      P"^?'.  ~-:in*-r    rarw   i:»   7  r^  3.    Lti  ":-1:ttz:;: 

.w-i  Tfi'-.  "ii-j**  -iiii-ni.:]!:;:-:-  .ir'i-.-nd   :-"*  i;l  "^rrraLi*-    :    nt?  -r:::i-.  7- 

■jT-nn..'-  -^    '^miirrc.  'tnii  'a.-.-     ;iin»r    "■-'v=    vro    real- us l~  le.»j.  l..."^ 

iwVi".   iTion  "li'f    -n.-v-*"'     r    izumiU    ii^fic.   v.-     icre   ~nL  'a^- 

*e:i;.  5»  1".-  '0  rci'iiiLi'.Ti  ';iic:n:r  ZLiu-i^  n  "ne  •.••?n'.ni~  liiu  s^'^ic 
•T-"  '  !.ir'}i>ny:  it:-:,  v.-iier.  uul  r:n-r  -nliir^rmi  T'^iL'Jcrs.  ♦  ♦  ♦ 
'\,-*i:rA^i  0  zs  ii:;aiiii-:  tontiitiofiri,  ae  *vniarioTi  -r  jumsii  Jieat 
u-nejitLi  >!i  :a»^  •»*at'':  ;fi  "aiinrr  "iai:'>  -ef^f^rri  "iie  iir  3.tr?«L.:'j:-i 
jv  -"-Dirati'm  inu'ae 'OiMi.  un:  ia-!:at»r  ne  r 'Hi*  raer  f  ne^ 
TUiT  )e  "ouirii'^L.  'iie'jr.ii»?r*iiav  }e  ^r^LiLT*?*!.  '  -'  ma  'Cen  iisrcm- 
ir^  ii:h»*r^o  "o  "eacn.  "ke  j.<!TT7ne.  'tiar  "An  .niniai  necnamsnu  :■▼ 
'eit:*>n  f  •t'r'ain  "f  !:.s  .wn  -r'^'VT^iond.  "Onia  •p-ffcyr  ul  -?>xrernai 
•anaiioiid  .'f  "emr^nratTire.  inti  nat  ::  a  n  'hi*  ^^tiv  -jiac  i  "rr.'in 
nuinrama  iinLs^if  lc  "ae  ^ame  i<.*irr?^  -f  leat.  inuer  iit*  'ar^- 
nir  •!r'v.inia7anL*«»  -r  la^  ma  i::;::ir.  Trnier  ina  rainmer.  ?r?f. 
Draper  joilL-  'nat  3ian  ^ostieiser?  10  ^uc:i  nunniJic  lower?  )t 
•j^iai-mL-e .  aat  le  .2  xo^'errie^L  jv  •xtemai  emiieracan?*.  vaar- 
rv^er  key  nav  ;t^  mu  iiat  :ie  Tie  -<>aF"»  'T  'onLDensauon  is 
".)    -e    .»iinu    A    ae  -^-f^irr    j  -.i.m,  .i. iainu::   ia*5-  "jiieicer. 

VV  .la-'e  luiei  ^jVHfai  caer  na::ei'-  -r  !irer*sr  ma  )eaarT 
a  "ie  )«Njii.  is  \-e  lave  ■aTiaioe^i  z  lere  mti  "aere,  >ur  ye  nose 
>e  :v;i>ric  v!'-:i  i  }nHr"  -xTnic:  *r  :to.  -rnicil  ^lil  -rer^**  u  -ne- 
:im»-!ijs  c  'he  rcyi.?  i  -iiuULciic  aua  .ant^'ia^e  lireu  >y  "he  ^uriiMf. 
Take  "-Ui»  :-efereaee  .'i  ?f)iiL'e  .ina  :iaie  :o  "ae  -ve  mu  -ar 
:t»pw:iiveiv : 

"  There  are  iwq  mnuamencal  :deae»  '^siieniuauv  aceadiea  :o  ail 
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oar  perceptions  of  external  things :  they  are  space  and  TXITE. 
and  for  these  an  early  provision  is  made  in  the  nervous  mechan- 
ism, while  yet  it  is  in  an  almost  rudimentary  state.  The  develop- 
tnent  of  the  eye  and  the  ear,  as  we  shall  more  particularly  find 
when  we  come  to  the  description  of  these  organs,  is  for  this  pui^ 
pose.  !•  m  philosophical  respt^ct  tlie  eye  is  the  organ  of  space, 
and  the  car  of  time  ;  the  perceptions  of  which,  hy  the  elaborate* 
mechanism  of  these  structures,  become  infinitely  more  precise 
than  would  be  possible  if  the  sense  of  touch  alone  were  rosorte^l 
to.  The  indications  thus  gathered  are  transmitted  by  the  optic 
and  anditorv  ner^'es  respectivelv  to  the  brain.'' 

And  again,  on  the  following  page,  288,  read  his  beautiful  illus- 
tration of  the  function  of  the  registering  ganglia  by  the  wafer 
experiment: 

"  As  respect*  subjective  or  registered  impressions,  a  few 
remarks  may  be  here  made.  There  can  not  be  a  doubt  that  the 
registry  of  impressions  involves  an  actual  structural  change  in 
the  ganglion,  which  is  of  a  permanent  character.  These  changes 
may  be  rudely  and  imperfectly  illustrated  by  experiments,  such 
as  I  published  years  ago,  of  which  the  following  may  be  taken  as 
examples :  If,  on  a  cold,  polished  piece  of  metal,  any  object,  as  a 
wafer,  is  laid,  and  the  metal  then  be  breathed  upon,  and,  when 
the  moisture  has  had  time  to  disappear,  the  wafer  be  thrown  off. 
though  now  upon  the  polished  surface  the  most  critical  inspection 
can  discover  no  trace  of  any  form,  if  we  breathe  upon  it  a  spec- 
tral figure  of  the  wafer  comes  into  view,  and  this  may  be  done 
again  and  again.  Xay,  even  more ;  if  the  polished  metal  be 
carefully  put  aside  where  nothing  can  deteriorate  its  surface,  and 
be  80  kept  for  many  months  i\  have  witnessed  it  even  after  a 
year),  on  breathing  again  upon  it,  the  shadowy  form  emerges ; 
or,  if  a  sheet  of  paper  on  which  a  key  or  other  object  is  laid  be 
carried  for  a  few  moments  into  the  sunshine,  and  then  instan- 
taneously viewed  in  the  dark,  the  key  being  simultaneously 
removed,  a  fading  specter  of  the  key  on  the  paper  will  be  seen  ; 
and  if  the  paper  be  put  away  where  nothing  can  disturb  it^  and 
80  kept  for  many  months,  at  the  end  thereof,  if  it  be  carried  into 
a  dark  place  and  laid  on  a  piece  of  hot  metal,  the  sj^ecter  of  the 
key  will  come  forth.  In  the  case  of  bodies  more  highly  ]>hos- 
phorescent  than  paper,  the  specters  of  many  different  objects 
which  may  have  been  in  succession  laid  origiually  thereupon  will, 
on  warming,  emerge  in  their  proper  order. 

"  I  introduce  these  illustrations  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
how  trivial  are  the  impressions  which  may  be  thus  registonxl  ana 
preserved.     Indeed,  I  believe  that  a  shadow  never  falls  upon  m 
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Books  Received. — We  have  been  faTored  bv  tfce 
with  several  new  works,  which  miut  lav  over  till  aezi  mgmkm.  f«r 
want  of  time  and  space  to  do  them  justice  :  oH  titese  are  ^Praetie- 
of  Surgery,  bj  Heuky  H.  Smuh,  M.  !>..  Profeaa^r  ^  Scra-^T 
etc.,  etc.,  publirihed  by  J.  B.  Lippincott  d:  Co.:  Wiarym  ax^ 
StiRe^s  Medical  Junjsprudenev,  published  bv  Kaj  ^  firo.  a  s^ 
Edition  of  Msigs^  Obstetriet^  and  a  new  JPraeiicai  Jbioio^.  9^ 
Prof.  At.t.fn,  of  Philadelphia. 


EDITOHIAIi  AITD  HSCEIxiAB'T 


EXL   OF  THIS   TOLmX. 

As  this  December  number  of  the  Of*9*rrvr''  goet  •mi  M-  ^hit 
readers,  it  will  be  the  el'jBsinir  ud  gi  out  nis:  T-sar'i  iaj>jrs ;  tia- 
circumstance  uaturallv  i^all-^  m-.  a  varietT  -Ti  reiecnun^ :  aiiu  zrsr 
of  all.  oe  10  kow  far  we  hav*-  beeii  anie  tt-  nniefm  liie  yr 
we  made  at  the  beginning  oi  tiit  T-:-ar.  eiiaer  as  exprsaseL.  t-: 
leaders  of  this  Journal,  or  aa  honeil  dt  omseiTes.  Mnrr.  tnaT  w*- 
dfiaig;n  and  anticipate  comes  far  shor:  in  tae  fnlfiThngni : — i  * 
anrelT  is  go  with  much  that  we  uromis^  i*:  oarserres  u~>  acg.tHin^isr 

B  ^  — 

in  this  year  of  the  Medicai  Ot^-  ■^'  -; — bn:  a^  u  aiisal  pie-igfe 
we  believe  we  have  fulJT  mei  all  iJiaT  weri.-  aei  fani:.  in  rsHT- 
enee  tf:  our  seopt-  anu  special  aiiii&.  frajt  liir  'iwrrrrTur  ^r..  fairi; 
express'-il  ihf-  in  ten  tier  o:  !>ei::c  £.  '/r  >  f/Ti:'  Trhii-.  -w-  di.. 
live. — t-.  avoic  tiiv  tr?mT>:Tiz::x::  r*-:!:."'"^  :ia:  t-  i>-«liv^-  it^  miri. 
pn^vaila  with  mtulical  jonmais. — aiu..  il  i^  xjiu.  :  .ir:"rr#*  .  m/*- 
imu:    esneciali^'    t»"«waTil    inajker^    as^   "r2TJrc?es?:nail    wmcair 

If  Wf  iinvf-  me:  i^iiL  :av:.r  ir  ■?&:  rinr"  Jii?-r,->r\-  w-.  jjar-- szTmas*^  :* 
ID  Ln.-.  to  it  '^-:.-25JdeTaV/l-.  ■?:::?-:::;:  nv^r.  utr*  Tf^r-  :«*.rrre?  ii: 
carrying  ou:  tb-  \niii.  znATHi:.  ■».;:  ::■  ci:  '/iCTSi.  ::  "^ii^i-  th.  sJDb- 
guiar.  intiet^  i:  wt  jtavt  ttmmii  t?-  r^^■l^^  — «^:  «t^Tinofe»i  ii  ver^ 
pTobeLDit-  that  wv  }iavi  uiTiae  sv..  ^v  juk**  D(ti  ^esosim^.  :  wckblI 
fcehuprs.  or  rresiiast  fa:  Tin  rate  ~r  "nrfFTesjonnal  rpriBSanciL  :::-  any. 
erei:  tiie  most  psiafiBa 
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It  is  possible  in  this  also  we  may  be  mistaken.  If,  in  any  case, 
feeling  has  been  excited  by  opinions  or  expressions  of  the  06- 
^rver,  we  must  fall  back  on  the  generosity,  forbearance,  and  good 
nature  of  those  offended,  and  especially  with  the  sincere  assurance 
that  we  have  not  had,  have  not  now  any  personal  animosities  to 
gratify  or  cherish,  the  sustaining  the  dignity  of  the  profession  being 
our  sole  object.  Nevertheless,  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  wher- 
ever we  conceive  a  principle  is  at  stake,  gross  conduct  censurable,  or 
in  whatsoever  we  may  deem  due  to  the  honor  of  the  profession,  we 
hope  to  pursue  the  straightforward  course,  even  though  we  may 
thus  occasionally  feel  compelled  to  tread  on  friendly  corns. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  we  are  able  to  tell  our  friends, 
and  others,  that  the  Observer  has  met  with  marked  success.  Its 
circulation  (beside  its  exchanges)  extends  into  seventeen  States, 
including  California,  and  one  Territory — Oregon — and  from  widely 
separate  and  personally  unknown  points  we  have  received  most 
flattering  words  of  cheer.  So  far,  we  have  simply  to  say,  we 
have  done  far  better  than  our  most  sanguine  expectations.  In 
the  year  to  come,  we  shall  be  happy  if  the  friends  of  this  year 
shall  feel  willing  to  journey  with  us.  To  such  as  wish,  however, 
from  any  circumstances,  to  part,  let  us  part  with  honest,  hearty 
good  will  for  the  right  and  true ;  perhaps  we  shall  meet  again  Jn 
the  end  of  the  race. 

A  year  of  toil,  and  constant  care,  in  nurturing  our  little  bant- 
ling, has  naturally  engendered  a  goodly  degree  of  affection  for  it. 
We  linger,  therefore,  in  the  parting  word,  feeling  almost  a  pang 
of  regret  as  we  finally  send  out  from  our  hands  the  first  complete 
volume.     We  commit  it,  however,  to  the  protection  of  its  friends. 

In  conclusion,  we  can  not  but  return  our  hearty  thanks  for  the 
many  kind  offices  we  have  received  from  good  wishers  ; — especially 
to  those  gentlemen  who  have  so  heartily  contributed  to  our  pages 
we  wish  to  express  our  sincere  obligations.  We  trust,  in  this 
matter,  we  shall  be  placed  under  rem?wed  obligations  for  time  to 
come.  To  all,  we  say — forgive  our  past  short-comings,  and  let  us 
make  a  brave  start  for  a  fresh  year.  { 


}»T*^  JLi  t'O^ui  u*i  JCisr-  hjmL, 


It*- 
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A  unni'ber  of  persons,  iere  and  there,  liave  regnlarly  reccivei 

-     this  Journal  tliTongli  the  year,  nnlil  ahont  the  l-enth  or  elevenft 

'<--'«nmher,  and  then  either  send  ns  a  single  nnmheT  inarkod  *'  Mr^ 

^     fuj^edLP  or  haTe  the  P.M.  do  so  for  them.     We  shall  not  forget 

these  ■"  hi«rh4}oned ''  irentlemen.  1 


*  mmm  » 


STYLE    OF    COTEn-LETTEI^TKO, 

It  is  quite  a  small  matter,  hnt  we  respectfully  suggest  to  out 
confrere  that  it  would  be  quite  a  matter  of  convenience  in  filing 
exchaDges,  and  indeed  to  all  journal  readers — ^if  the  name^  year, 
volume,  and  numher  of  the  journal  were  pnt  npon  the  hack  edge; 
titles  and  numhers  of  journals  are  then  readily  arranged  and 
readily  selected  if  wanted  from  thei  place  in  file^r  or  on  the  shelf; 
many  journals  obserre  this  little  matter,  a  large  numher,  how- 
ever, do  not,  \ 

BUFFALO  MEDICAL  COLLEGE, 

OuE  neighhora  of  the  Unin^ular  Medical  Journal  give  the 
present  Faculty  announcement  of  the  Buffalo  School  in  full,  and 
add  the  following :  *^  With  such  a  Faculty,  we  think  the  Univer- 
sity  of  Buffalo  should  command  success,  without  feeling  obliged 
eternally  to  Hunt  its  neighbors." 

Speaking  of  the  Penhisular,  we  notice  that  Dr,  Goai>by,  of  the 
Independent  J  has  prosecuted  the  editors  of  the  Pcnin^daT  Jonmai 
for  alleged  libelous  language  in  its  September  number.  The 
Peninsular  appears  to  be  quite  facetious  over  the  affair ;  and  we 
add  our  best  wishes  to  all  parties,  that  they  may  have  a  good 
time  of  it.  As  to  the  Independent^  we  don't  know  much  about 
it ;  we  received  its  first  number,  and  have  regularly  sent  the 
Observer  to  it  ever  since.  We  saw  no  more  of  it^  however,  for 
three  months,  when,  at  our  especial  request,  we  were  favored  with 
two  or  three  numbers  more  ;  since  then — ^well,  its  been  very  Inde^ 
pendent     We  hope  that  ain't  libeL  { 


Squills  will  kill  Rats. — We  see  a  paragraph  going  the 
rounds,  taken  from  the  Nashville  Journal,  that  powdered  squills  is 
destructive  to  rats.  Mixed  with  strong  scented  cheese,  in  equal 
proportions,  it  is  said,  when  eaten,  to  kill  them  very  speedily. 


10  MiuiariaL  ^md  Mm^dfJum^ 


A  Mi:>;T  -t:ii!ftijiiiis  iiiHciniiiuiL  ir  riiia  'rmnH^YHr  i  -^sauilsai^j.  k 
litRiiiLi "  inn,  iii:u'  P^iiljiiiriDiiiiik.  Wi  rq«igmaR  iiime  it  me  irac 
mita  :r  ?!i:Idiii*LjiiiiL  la  !niniwt^i»*L  Triii  its  juum^ssmair— toul 
J''i»?E?^  P>inT*Tr  M.  L'..  Ji  aaaerinreniienn  ^t  raum  ±t>iil  i 
v^yiiz  •:r?i!ilar  "Jitt  •  T!ir»e  7airJ«ii»*  if  "iiiir  iiuib  if  t^tsdub 
•  uiii.dc  ami  -miw^V  •>aLjLU!*9i  •  azs  -inuiEaeeiL  ToiiiiL  tiie  ^oiss^  if 

^^''ir.  Thjoat  T^LUfK  TnTWgraegc  moniffiacacuiL  -if  -yarwaL  sul 
!nG«£jM!CiaI  ]]«iw>»r  »  mn  rsoIc  'if  Tr'gniar  maL-diEauiiiuii. 

S'.ttufuL  Tiikmi  wnu  ui^  'JHrfineng  iil  ^amaB^ueause  if  .sssoniL  ir 
amttCiDitsniial  ^iiaeiae. 

TrirL  Tliiise  '^  T^nn.  ;mer^  i»  iiiailiiyiii  loe  irjSBBt  if  ^n  '^sea 
nniiL  uiifal  laL-ru.j'fis.  ic  fiTii'donaL  learan^'HiiHnE.''' 

Tift  frlftniil*  if  iainesle  '^ailiirpn  Vmirng  "a  xTail  •Jemsipl':^*^  if 

Tin  '<H*!iu  if  inhniffHiin  smi  icner  Darcculars.  W>f  ^ut^  auc  ^mis 
ri^  iiHHik  oiiir^  ihH"'^  if  diia  Eajstininian — w^i  kmnr.  ainF*v]«:  dua: 
ic  i»  in  'he  rTg&c  kniii  if  aaniifr  ami  ■^nnidtyj  ua  loe  dmesr  i^ndr 
iencR  if  ;ie  laaiic:  1 


TO  73:3:  xiDiCjtii  ?3.o  J  J*.?:  :  3"  xtd  5:1: 

T33  laiteniriEiL  iavinir  aeen  apomnoetL  ic  lae  laiE  ineeniiir 
if  "Asa  JjnericazL  Tfi^nral  JLsaocaLiaii.  fr&ufrman  if  toe  CamzmneB' 
'in  tie  Euinlae^-  anil  Paciilda^  if  Eoiiiemic  LSuIera.  r»!si»»!trifly 
aniii'ita  EniuIasicaL  PaauIiispLaL  ami  ffistprrar  hsoL  learainin^ 
tzi  :&?  u&eaiie.  zrom  'iihe  Se^ucaL  imiBssiin :  and  Heteamuiufiical 
iaxsk  tZDUL  an'^  Tjeraon  ^^  mscr  iave  ~7ii>m. 

A^  .%.  irimarT"  ^zamiiuitioii  in  in'^T^sdjEariiiir  -ie  aiise  if  Xsacic- 
^riiiilera.  aniL  :i3  ni«-Miti  )f  "ravi^L  ie  Tisaes  "X)  je  aZiie  oi  rjinnuK 
3Lir««)r'iiD!CL'aL  iiim  joraine-i  Tien  liie  liaeasie  Ta»  ra4i*n:£  ui  inv 
dp^en  Jieaiitv.  Tici  dioge  Tiiiti  Tere  •ibciined  'srocar  tie  iiseiue 
vmi  nut  3RvaiL 

Ti  Tiuk:^  :iii5  i^iDiDar.sjn  nos^  vT^nnnlece.  a.  nilL  sen  «if  BaiDiiieiK 
Tliermomecraiai^  HTi^rrometrxial,  0«i>n»memcil  aaie&.  wica 
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preraiEii^  ^vindi^ — and  lElfimciciLl  Tflienamaa  as  &r  w 
able — far  a  sens   nf  year^   enSnw3iif  iiiD»  rf  ifliiii 
disease,  msti  cxtfrncrmi!    over  a  larrit  i^Trhorr.  ar^e  iif»edt*c :  ^irtT    • 
where  full  tsMs  art  mn  otiiaimiKLf'..  pardal  unes^  cr  rcpfirts,  v:IQ   •  -  4 
be  thaTiVPiiDT  Te5ejv^.*d.  if  tte  oBHETTHiiaitf  are  accnraT-ft. 

As  HTfTamstzicaa  oiiaervarLans  are  ^xmanfihr  xsDe  ia  i3k- 
Uniled  SiacLe&.  iht  undeisipttid  liqpeE^  xhax  eaci  pej«si  ^itm  Jhik 
any  wliici  jdst  ut  of  Tahie  m  iLe  pnsseLi  i2i^'£'isii£a33a&  ^viB 
forvard  tbcsn  id  im  adcresB.  or  hilurm  inm  of  iii£ir  odsieaiMi.  mm 
how  thex  mar  lie  maoff  a^aiiaiiki. 

It  k  ako  iofied  thm  everr  -perBon  'praperlj  prejiKwc  ix»  isw* 
Metecrcilo^CLZ  Eerisxen^  viC  sj-Ere  n:*  pair*  xc  nui^  lifOL  as; 
perfeci  af^  pCHsslu^.  tOiC  uDt  faOi:  aLlrape  Ht  pronjt  ij^fuQ  liisf-iTa' 
tions  in  thtir  mUt-fe. 

Tablef  now  fDrmiu^:  maT  l#e  of  reiJ  sfcrric^  t-o  tie  Ccoimii^ifH' 
before  the  trjoat  erpns  f  ijr  wliidi  it  wa^  a^jpconi^ 

All  daxa  r-eeeir^d  pior  xd  Hitrdi  loiiL  IST^H.  wiL  ivioeive  iIk^ 
attentHOLi  of  the  Cuirniinefc.  aikd  due  fredii  be  grrt-a  in  ex-ej^L 
instance  fc?  tilIi;iliu^  informaiiaiL 

The  sulfide:*  of  iii^.  efitipLticm  are  of  stcLi  xasi  iL:eresi  to  niaa- 
kind,  it  i§  IojknI  tit  pr^^sent  reqisest  will  ^iici  the  heariT 
cooperataon  cf  tibe  Itedieal  Frafesoosi.  anu  anj  oiher  per&^ODS  w)k^ 
mar  hare,  vr  fiball  Lereaftier  coJIect  matter  of  the  kind  ri>qiK)$iied. 

It  wocld  seem  tbat  he  shcoild  nc4  hope  in  rain,  when  ii  i( 
considered  that  Chclera  i»  a  divade  which  knows  nc^  pciHtkdl 
bounds,  and  fpeqnentlj  appears  to  regaid  neither  gwcraphk*! 
lines  or  sanitarr  eondonfi.  and  has  alreadr  destroTed  nedu^lT.  if  ^ 
not  altogether,  «>e  hmodped  millions  /  1i»A<:*X\1*lX*j  of  the  e4inh> 
inhabitanta. 

Thus  far,  all  with  whom  the  Chairman  has  corne^'^ivi  haxi^ 
most  promptlj  proSered  any  assistance  in  their  power,  aoi  at  tho 
same  time  expresged  their  warmest  sympathy  and  ivgani  fv^r  the 
investigation  :  bat  believing  thore  with  whom  he  is  nnav>)i;aiiUA}  ^ 
may  have  data  of  the  kind  sought,  he  takes  the  present  mcvio  of 
presenting  his  wishes;  hoping  they  may  be  complied  ^iih^by  all 
who  are  possesaed  of  such  data,  and  feel  an  interest  in  manV 
emancipation  from  disease. 

liedical  Jonmals,  literary  Magaiines,  and  Xewspap^nsi,  friendly 
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a  troublesome  prooes*. 


We   notice  other   Tiloable  &zi«l   fa.nerf'stiiig   oopers :  zhasc  j^ 

aynl  PArruh.,  oa  fktrmuMtry  aa  »i  Bumiii-umi^  \&  e:sL%IIeiLe.     Tje 

Jkasotiaeloa  aiijoarced  to  uie^ru  ra  PhiLui^^lptia^  .^^joTui  Tieatlaj  in 

/  »4  September.  L.S-37-     It  ha^  oar  eameat  :roQtl  Tiitaea  r'ir  ba  lisaiiiiL- 

ued  pro6peritT  aii<i  iaefalne».  I 

Allr'.i^n    liiUf'er'nl   'if:   the  Layinij  of  rJi»*  f'anhir  S'}rtt'  of  ',le 

3L  D.  W**  have  niceived  from,  the  aathor.  a  codv  of  tdiia  'iretiii- 
abl(^  aiilnfs^.  It  appe^u^  tLu  the  Scate  of  ILusat^hiuH^aa  Ilis 
airmail V  toar  public  adyLiiXLi  tor  the  inaaae.  and  rriiln  aittlreiia  -yoh 
maiie  oa  the  »)i!ca!4ion  of  lavin^r  a  iromer  ^uina  tor  unoriier.  a 
be  ill  the  w»:»itei"a  portion  of  the  State.  The  Legidiainire  ha*. 
in  chLj  instance,  acced  ppomprly  in  meeting  the  trirrher  TTinca  }f 
thii*  '.'laas  of  the  afflieteii.  bj  liljeral  appropHadonji  ojr  both 
j^roond  and  baildingH,  in  the  mow  approve^  ityle  of  modem 
improvcm^mt.  Thi*  noble  Statie  is  .•il'rays  forpmoat;  in  -vorka  -rf 
'>*n»v/oL^m;t? ;  her  lejjialator*  are  ever  liberal  rowani  the  ^cfc  and 

infortnnate. 

Tlie  addrfiiw  ia  well  gotten  up  and  appropriate  to  the  'Occasion: 
in  fiuit  iUiih  a  on*?  :ia  might  have  been  •:^xpe*ited  frDm  its  jcifred 
jicithor.  " 


MIAMI    MBDIOAL    OOLLS«JB. 

Wa  are  gratilied  in  being  able  co  state  to  the  Iriends  of  this 
institution,  that  its  largely  iucreaiied  success  during  the  present 
session,  has^  fully  equalle«l  the  most  aonguine  expectations  ()f  those 
interested  in  its  welfare.  It  has  l)een  steadily  advancing  in  the 
■^onddence  of  the  profession,  and  each  year  has  added  to  its  nnm- 
ber ')f  patrons,  -w  that  at  the  present  rime  Xov.  2^ih),  it  has 
beyond  «toubt  the  largest  >iitvndituf  class-  in  the  city.  Huw  nui- 
friufiiatiuii  lists  ..-ompare  we  do  not  know :  but  it  ia  well  known 
that  the  launber  ia  wnud  uttcndanve  is  rhe  (Correct  estimate  of 
the  :iVM  of  a  clsus^  and  this  we  know  to  be  in  favor  oi  the  Miami 
College. 

Uhe  faculty  of  this  school  has  had  the  advantage  of  being 
steady,  hai'mouious,  and  working  together  for  the  promotion  of  the 
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angle  ol^fict  of  "bnilding  np  a  flnccesa&Ll  schadL  li  is  cuhriLy 
make  num,  and  free  {ram  tlie  internal  dkaensioi^  which  ham 
trusted  faflnltiftf  that  have  only  catfish  objects  to  promote  by 
positioai.  The  gentlemen  eomposin^  the  corps  of  teachei^ 
now.  and  have  heeii  ior  several  Tears,  identified  widi  the  medical 
interesi^  of  thiiB  cirv.  and  of  the  West,  and  have  not  nndeTtaken 
this  enterprise  wiibout  &  thoroog'h  eoufiideration  of  the  intonedte 
inrolTed  in  the  undertaking.  A  steady  peraeverence  in  the  some 
OD&rse  which  has  been  adopted,  mnst  resnli  in  continued  and 
incre&Bed  snee*»fi&.  * 


PAUL    CAUSTIC    AGAIX. 

Thai  eroBS-roads  feUow  Caustic,  to  wham  we  g»w»  some  decmoci^ 
ry  treatment  in  our  last  number^  is,  we  obseiTe^  ont  agvin  is 
the  November  isBoe  uf  the  Lancet.  In  his  first  paper,  he  aspir^ 
to  write  the  hifaurr  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Socaetr.  bnt  hi  thitt 
namber  he  gives  us  the  -  stubble  from  my  ihis)  garaor,''  which 
we  thini  is  very  pro}>er  and  appropriate,  for  stubble  it  certain^ 
ift.  He  charges  away  right  and  left,  belter  skelter,  with  jt2^  a$; 
litde  sysLem  or  semse  as  he  showed  in  the  farmer  article,  widi  a 
diflerence.  He  has  not  in  the  preseut  effnsjon  called  quite  «o 
many  nasty  names,  and  although  contradicting  himself  quit^  as 
often,  yet  not  so  grossly  and  ifirBCtly.  Through  a  densely  eon- 
fused  diatribe,  corering  seven  and  a  half  pagesL.  ho  altemal^ 
abases  and  praises,  bullies  and  coaxes,  shakes  and  pats  cm  ib^ 
back  tike  O.  S.  IL  Socdet j,  its  members  and  officers.  He^  in  effect, 
and  almost  in  terms,  sajs:  **  Gentlemen  of  the  State  Society^ yoii 
hare  five  hundred  members,  you  have  an  admirable  organisatHML 
*  the  polity  of  the  society,  if  exercised  with  ordinary  expeTieiiC(\ 
ia  omnipotent  for  good.^  You  obtained  through  the  influence  of 
your  sodet  j,  the  passage  of  an  admirable  registration  law  by  tiie 
Legii^lature,  which  (you  are  such  fools)  is  not  observetF  by  even 
ten  of  yoiL  You  propotie  to  meet  in  extra  st^on  next  January, 
to  get  still  more  admirable  laws  passed ;  notwithstanding  « hi<ii, 
your  whole  (ujn&*m  is  '  a  nonentity  and  a  negation.'  As  a  boiiy^ 
and  as  individuals,  yon  are  miserable  humbugs,  although  your 

YOU  L,  Ha  XIL — 36 


:.(;2  Mhi*ridl  and  Mimlhtnjd.  T^teeemiier. 

lalKiTB  art'  in  drnir.iid  vlipppvrr  scion i^e  is-  cuhivmeil.  espeeiaL*T  vr 
"ih<»   '  \,  afis(K*iAtiim    for  \\iv  advuii'/i^iuvrt  en    sewn^t.  lii*    niGsr 

eAcJiiM^tlA  'utjinittl  bcid^  *  o-  iiiiseoij::iit»i3i.  win  sQiicn  ^our  rot- 

•  •  • 

SxtK^d  n.it^uTioits   nvT  ''.111  sad  ^  if*et  l  iiuidt.     Tn-t  "ulniL  ±-aic  in- 
Willi-  :  ■  t'Li  ii/ii^.  siiiiisi-  r.iii.  innnrito-seti-rv     iie^i'JBit  ^•■»i.      .ri.- 

ill*,   ^  .»;.•  :»:  :'.;m..xj:  ■.* tn.ii.  " .:'t  "i^-.iiic  t.  niiT'-niUiL-    iy-t^i::iri:'   zl^s- 
Cu'\.  ^  >  ',       -•*L;^     -ii:  vi-ait    l*t»ai_   h-  -ii.'i   bi-i    iir-  vi.^:^  ir±tr^ 

vi*,;>~\     jiUj::^>:.: -"11:4:  >^i-".   :.i»-:   &  -i^Mu:*- '   i-  £x^  rr-  -^ —  r*^- 
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defeets,  of  oourse,  as  all  sach  must  have,  which  are  to  be  remedkrd 
by  time,  observation,  hearty  co-operation  and  good  will,  and  not 
bj  vituperation  and  abuse.  We  should  not  have  noticed  at  all, 
his  splenetic  and  envious  earplugs,  had  he  not  by  some  mistake  or 
oversight,  or  special  pressure,  obtained  an  audience  of  the  profes* 
sion  through  the  columns  of  a  respectable  medical  journaL  With 
this  we  wash  our  hands  of  Paul  Caustic,  hoping  that  time  and 
experience  will  cure  him  of  what  now  seems  an  incurable  malady. 

t 


Our  friend.  Dr.  D.  W.  Godard,  of  Champagne  Co.,  in  a  letter 
to  one  of  the  editors,  details  the  following  interesting  case,  which 
we  deem  of  sufficient  importance  to  lay  before  our  readers. 

"  The  case  was  that  of  a  lady  who  supposed  herself  in  the  ninth 
month  of  utero  gestation,  but  from  the  history  she  gave  me  of 
herself,  the  embryo  must  have  passed  off  at  the  fourth  month, 
the  placenta  retaining  its  connections  full  five  months  afterward. 
She  suffered  during  this  time  fearfully  from  hemorrhage.  When 
I  was  called,  she  was  just  recovering  from  the  effects  of  an  alarm- 
ing and  sudden  dash  of  blood.  The  size  of  the  abdomen  corres- 
ponded to  the  fifth  month  of  gestation.  She  declared,  however, 
that  she  was  in  her  ninth  mouth,  and,  in  her  own  language,  '  the 
child  had  not  grown,  nor  the  abdomen  enlarged  any  for  four 
months.'  On  making  an  examination  I  found  the  neck  of  the 
womb  completely  developed,  but  rigid — the  mouth  covered  by  its 
placenta.  1  prescribed  the  tampon  and  astringents  with  the  hori- 
zontal position,  which  stayed  the  flow.  These  means  were  con- 
tinued for  several  days,  the  os  remaining  rigid.  Daring  this 
time  I  was  terribly  haunted  with  all  the  horrors  of  placenta 
prsevia,  supposing  that  mine  was  such  a  case  with  a  blighted  fetus. 
On  the  fourth  day  of  my  attention  1  received  a  message  that  my 
patient  was  in  labor,  and  that  the  hemorrhage  was  alarming.  As 
I  was  then  several  miles  distant,  I  dispatched  a  note  for  Dr.  Fyffo 
to  visit  her.  I  fully  expected  she  would  die  before  I  could  arrive, 
or  I  could  get  away  from  the  bedside  of  a  patient  where  I  was 
detained.  ^ 

**  Six  hours  after  receiving  the  message  I  arrived,  andl  found 
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ilie  patient  blanched  and  faint,  from  the  flow  whidk  had  then 
ceased,  as  had  also  the  contractions  of  the  uterus.  One-half  of 
the  placenta  was  found  in  the  vagina,  and  the  mouth  of  the  womb 
well  dilated.  Dr.  F.  arriving  at  this  juncture  of  affairs,  advised' 
the  immediate  removal  of  the  placenta,  which  was  done  without 
difficulty.  It  was  quite  large,  and  showed  a  recent  connection  of 
at  least  one-third  of  its  surface.  Nothing  else,  save  clotted 
blood,  was  found  in  the  womb,  much  to  the  <lisappointment  of 
the  Dr.  and  myself.     The  patient  had  a  favorable  recovery." 


EFFECT    OF    BELLADONNA    IN    IMMEDIATELY 
ARRESTING  THE  SECRETION   OF   MILK. 

Dr.  11.  H.  Goolden  has  communicated  to  the  Lancet  (Aug. 
9th,  185G)  the  two  following  cases,  which  seem  to  show  that  bel- 
ladonna possesses  the  power  of  arresting  the  secretion  of  milk. 

E.  J.,  aged  28,  was  admitted  into  Anne's  Ward,  St.  Thomas's 
Hospital,  with  severe  rheumatic  fever.  She  had  been  ill  four 
days,  with  a  small  child  at  the  breast,  four  months  old.  At  the 
time  of  her  admission  she  had  swelling  and  acute  pain  in  both 
wrists,  right  elbow,  both  kuees,  and  left  ancle.  The  knee-joints 
were  distended  with  synovia,  and  erythematous  patches  were  on 
the  skin  of  the  knees,  ankles,  and  wrists.  She  was  bathed  in 
perspiration,  and  the  secretion  of  milk  was  abundant.  According 
to  the  regulation  of  the  hospital,  the  child  was  removed ;  indeed, 
from  her  helpless  condition,  it  was  necessary,  considering  the  diffi- 
culty of  attend] no:  to  an  infant  in  a  ward  with  other  patients. 
Soon  after  her  admission  she  took  eight  grains  of  calomel  and  a 
grain  and  a  half  of  opium,  followed  by  a  senna  draught ;  and 
one  scruple  of  nitrate  of  potassa,  ten  grains  of  bicarbonate  of 
potassa,  and  half  a  drachm  of  spirit  of  nitric  other,  in  peppermint 
water,  every  four  hours.  The  joints  were  covered  with  cotton 
wooL 

On  the  following  day,  at  two  o'clock.  I  found  she  had  been 
freely  purged ;  the  joints  were  in  nearly  the  same  state.  She 
had  had  no  sleep.  The  breasts  had  become  tumid,  hard,  painful, 
knotty,  and  extremely  tender.  The  superficial  veins  were  dis- 
tended. Some  milk  had  been  drawn,  but  the  process  was  attended 
with  great  pain,  and  we  could  not  listen  to  the  heart's  sounds  on 
account  of  the  tenderness. 

A  milk  abscess,  in  complication  with  rheumatic  fever,  was  of 
all  things  to  be  avoided,  and  unless  the  secretion  could  be  at  once 
arrested  it  appeared  inevitable.     In  this  strait  I  recollected  that 
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I  hj>d  somewhere  met  with  an  obseryation  (but  I  can  not  remem- 
^r  whether  it  was  in  an  English  or  foreign  journal)  that  atropine 
applied  externally  to  the  breasts  would  dry- up  the  milk ;  and, 
^thinking  it  reasonable,  I  caused  the  areolae  of  the  breasts  to  be 
smeared  with  extract  of  belladonna,  in  the  same  way  that  it  is 
used  to  dilate  the  pupil  of  the  eye.  I  likewise  ordered  the  addi- 
tion of  half  drachm  doses  of  colchicum  wine,  knowing  that  when- 
ever milch  cows  eat  the  meadow  saffron  in  the  pasture  they 
immediately  become  dry  :  and  though  I  have  not  much  faith  in 
colchicum  as  a  remedy  in  rheumatic  fever  uncomplicated  with 
gout,  there  could  be  no  objection  to  its  use,  and  it  has  the  sanction 
of  much  higher  authority  than  my  own. 

On  my  third  visit,  the  following  day,  the  first  inquiry  was  about 
the  breasts.  They  were  all  right.  But  was  it  the  colchicum  or 
belladonna  that  had  relieved  them?  The  extract  was  used  before 
I  left  the  ward ;  before  the  mixture  was  given  the  secretion  of  milk 
had  been  arrested  and  the  breasts  had  become  soft.  The  rest  of 
the  ca^  has  no  further  special  interest.  I  will  only  state  that 
there  was  no  heart  aflfection,  and  that  the  fever,  though  very 
severe  while  it  lasted,  was  of  short  duration,  and  the  patient  left 
the  hospital  quite  well  in  fourteen  days. 

The  second  case  that  occurred  to  me  was  uncomplicated  with 
any  disease,  and  such  as  would  usually  fall  under  the  care  of  the 
accoucheur  rather  than  the  physician. 

A  lady,  the  wife  of  a  clergyman,  was  traveling  with  her  hus- 
band, and,  in  order  to  accompany  him,  had  weaned  her  baby  (then 
seven  months  old).  Happening  to  be  at  Oxford  at  the  commem- 
oration festival,  he  came  to  me  in  great  trouble,  telling  me  that 
his  wife  had  done  a  foolish  thing  in  weaning  the  child,  and  that 
they  were  now  arrested  in  their  progress  in  consequence  of  the 
state  of  her  breasts.  They  were  tumid,  very  tender,  painful,  and 
hard,  with  large  superficial  veins,  and  the  milk  had  been  drawn 
with  difficulty  several  times  with  temporary  relief.  I  recom- 
mended the  application  of  the  extract  of  belladonna  to  the  areola, 
desiring  them  to  send  for  a  medical  practitioner  if  the  incon- 
venience did  not  immediately  subside,  or  unless  she  felt  quite 
well.  A  few  days  brought  me  a  letter,  giving  a  very  satisfactory 
account,  and  thanking  me  for  what  she  was  pleased  to  call  my 
wonderful  prescription.  Within  two  hours  she  was  perfectly 
relieved,  the  milk  absorbed,  and  (what  is  very  important)  there 
was  no  fever  or  other  inwnvenience  attending  the  sudden  sup- 
pression of  the  milk ;  and,  instead  of  taking  the  opening  medicines 
I  had  prescribed  for  her,  she  continued  her  journey  the  next 
morning. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  that  the  fact  that  belladonna  if 
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available  for  tbe  parpoae  of  aresting  tbe  milk  aecfetion  is  at  all 
genorally  kaofvii -— certain! j  it  was  not  to  several  accoocheurs  m, 
largf!  practice  of  whom  I  have  inqaired.  The  fact  la  important 
if  true,  for  then  milk  abMetines  will  become  a  matter  of  past 
hiHtorj,  and  probably  manj  diseases  of  the  breast  mav  bo  ren- 
ilered  leas  complicated  by  its  use. 

Thf  two  casuti  \  have  dctaileil  are  not  sufficient  to  prove  that  it 
will  always  bfr  either  successful  or  safe,  but  they  render  it  highly 
probable  that  it  is  so. — AmpHt:an  Journnh 


ERGOT  OF  WHEAT, 

JjR.  JoBERT  makes  the  following  statements  respecting  this 
substance:  1.  The  medical  and  obstetrical  property  of  this  ergot 
is  &s  incontestable  as  r)f  er^^ot  of  rye,  and  its  effects  are  as  prompt, 
an  ilirect,  and  &s  great.  2.  Its  hiemostatic  action  appears  certain. 
Dr.  Jobt?rt  has  ailministeretl  it  several  times  against  abundant 
dischargefi  of  blood,  and  immediately  after  labor  it  has  almost 
constantly  and  fully  succeeded.  8.  In  the  dose  of  one  or  two 
grammes,  acconiing  to  urgency,  in  cases  of  uterine  hemorrhage, 
during  any  pTio<l  of  prejxnancy,  it  has  frequently  succeeded  in 
Icis.scMiing,  if  not  in  completely  arresting  the  hemorrhage ;  and 
this  without  appearing  to  pn^Iuce  any  stimulant  action  on  the 
nterus. — Oaz,  rfo*  Hof^itaftx,  March,  1855. 


UNCONTROLLABLE  VdMITlXG  IN  PREGNANCY. 

The  attention  of  physicians  has  of  late  been  directed  toward 
the  subject  of  excessive  vomiting  during  pregnancy,  with  a  view 
to  discover  some  more  efficient  mode  of  treatment  than  that 
usually  employed  for  this  unpleasant  and  sometimes  alarming 
symptom.  Although  the  cause  of  the  vomiting  has  always  been 
recognized  as  seated  in  the  uterus,  yet  the  means  at  our  disposal 
for  ascertaining  the  condition  of  that  organ  having  until  of  late 
been  limited,  it  has  been  necessary  to  treat  the  disease  as  one  of 
the  stomach,  and  to  address  remedies  chiedy  to  that  organ.  It  is 
needless  to  say  that  in  many  cases  this  mode  of  treatment  is 
IneffiK^tual.  Instaucts  now  and  then  occur  in  which,  in  spite  of 
the  employment  of  prussic  acid,  creosote,  alcalis,  acids,  narcotics, 
leecheSy  blisters,  sinapisms,  the  vomiting  still  continues  unabated, 
or  increases,  sometimes  to  such  a  degree  as  to  render  necessary 
the  artificial  induction  of  abortion  as  the  last  resource,  and  that 
a  doubtful  one,  in  order  to  save  the  life  of  the  woman,  if  indeed 
that  result  does  not  follow  spontaneously  the  violent  contractions 
of  the  stomach. 
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It  is  now  well  known  that  in  ihese  cases  there  it  often  some- 
fhing  more  than  the  presence  of^  the  OYum  m  the  uterdb,  and  the 
enlargement  of  tins  organ,  to  aocoant  for  th6  fljmpNathetie  irrita- 
tion of  the  stomach.  The  specnlnm  oflen  reyeids  variovs  morhid 
conditions  of  the  cervix,  and  since  the  removal  of  these  fondilions, 
or  their  diminutioD,  by  appropriate  local  treatment^  ife  followed 
hj  a  cessation  or  diminution  of  tlie  Tomiting,  it  is  fair  to  attrilmte 
this  exaggeration  of  a  nataral  phenomenon  to  a  morbid  condition 
of  the  parts  which  are  concerned  in  its  pnxloction.  An  interest- 
ing case  confirming  this  view,  which  we  see  reported  in  a  foreign 
journal,  suggested  to  as  the  above  remarks,  and  believing  that  it 
may  serve  to  call  tbe  attention  of  others  to  this  interesting  sub- 
ject, we  give  a  brief  abstract  of  the  paper,  which  was  read  by 
Dr.  Brian,  before  the  French  Academy  of  Medicine.  * 

A  woman  aged  25,  of  good  constitution,  became  pregnant  fo^ 
f,  the  third  time  at  the  beginning  of  iMarch,  1856.  In*  the  middle 
of  April,  vomiting  began,  and  continued,  gradually  increasing  in 
'  frequency  and  violence.  About  the  first  of  May.  the  patient  wae 
obliged  to  keep  her  bed.  The  stomach  soon  became  incapable  of 
retaining  or  digesting  any  thing.  Severe  gastralgia,  thirst  and 
constipation  followed,  combined  with  spasmodic  movements,  pro- 
found depression  and  emaciation.  After  all  remedies  which  could 
be  thought  of  had  been  tried,  a  vaginal  examination  showed  that 
the  uterus  was  complete4y  retroverted,  and  incarcerated  in  the 
hollow  of  the  sacrum.  It  was  disengaged  from  this  situation, 
and  placed  in  its  normal  position.  Immediate  relief  followed, 
and  the  vomiting  ceased,  to  return  no  more. 

It  does  not  necessarily  follow  that  because  obstinate  vomiting 
is  sometimes  owing  to  a  definite  leorce  of  irritation  seated  in  the 
uterus,  this  effect  should  always  follow  such  local  cause.  Women 
in  whom  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  so-called  ulcer- 
ation, or  the  granular  condition  of  the  cervix  exists,  may  go 
through  pregnancy  without  unusual  vomiting,  just  as  these  same 
conditions  are  sometimes  found  after  death  in  persons  who  never 
sulR'red  during  life  from  leucorrhea,  bearinoj-down  p%n,  or  other 
troubles  usually  associated  with  them;  but  the  fact  that  the  two 
sometimes,  perhaps  often,  stand  in  the  relation  of  cause  and 
effect,  is  a  sufficient  i*eason  why  the  uterus  should  always  be 
*  examined  in  every  case  where  the  vomijing  can  not  be  controlled 
by  general  remedies,  that  any  abnormti  condition  may  be  rectified 
by  appropriate  treatment.— -Bwr^ow  Journal 
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